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Exchange Mail

DATE-TIME 12/08/2000 4:19:53 PM

FROM Pierce, Eric A. (TNT)

CLASSIFICATION UNCLASSIFIED

SUBJECT FW: Reply to Congressional Letter on Bolivian Effort to Combat
Drugs
[UNCLASSIFIED]

TO Lieberson, Donna P. (TNT)

CARBON_COPY Grandrimo, Nicole M. (TNT/INTERN)

Lieberson, Donna P. (TNT)
Pierce, Eric A. (TNT)
Rosa, Frederick M. (TNT)
Wolosky, Lee S. (TNT)

TEXT_BODY
Donna,

Can you prepare a package for the attached documents?
I made the changes to the document as Mike suggested and it is ready
to go. Thanks.

Eric

From: Hammer,

Michael A. (INTERAM)

Sent: Thursday, December 07, 2000 5:39 PM

To: Pierce,

Eric A. (TNT)

Cc: @CRIME,; @INTERAM - Inter-American; @LEGISLAT
- Legislative Affairs

Subject: FW: Reply to Congressional Letter

on Bolivian Effort to Combat Drugs [UNCLASSIFIED]

Clear with minor
edits to the letter - see attached.

From:

Pierce, Eric A. (TNT)

Sent: Friday, December 01, 2000 7:19 PM

To: @INTERAM

- Inter-American; @LEGISLAT - Legislative Affairs
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Cc: @CRIME

Subject: Reply

to Congressional Letter on Bolivian Effort to Combat Drugs
[UNCLASSIFIED]

Colleagues:

Looking

for clearance on the attached documents. Would appreciate your
comments

as soon as possible as the response is overdue. Thanks for you help.

Eric

Memo to Sandy2.doc
December __, 2000

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER
TROUGH: RICHARD A. CLARKE

FROM: ERIC A. PIERCE

SUBJECT: Reply to Congressional Letter on Bolivian
Effort to Combat Drugs

This package forwards a proposed response by the President to a letter
from

Majority Leader Lott and Senator Helms regarding Bolivia's efforts to
combat

drugs.

The NSC received the incoming correspondence on October 20. The
delay in

response occurred primarily because we needed addltlonal
information from Embassy

La Paz to address the issue of food shortages in Bolivia.
Concurrence by: Arturo Valenzuela, Miles Lackey
RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the Memorandum to the President at Tab I.
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Attachments _

Tab I Memorandum for the President

Tab A Reply to Majority Leader Lott and Senator Helms
Tab B Incoming Correspondence

2

6614

TRANSLATED_ATTACHMENT pQTUS memo2.doc
ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: SAMUEL R. BERGER

SUBJECT: Reply to Congressional Letter on Bolivian Effort to
Combat Drugs

Purpose

Respond to Majority Leader Lott and Senator Helms request for
certain assistance
to Bolivia.

Background

Majority Leader Lott and Senator Helms wrote you regarding
President Hugo

Banzer's efforts to combat drugs, in particular his administration's
impressive _ :

80 percent reduction in illegal coca cultivation. They expressed
concern that

recent protests by farmers and the poor have undermined Bolivia's
faith in

democratically-elected leaders and the progress made to date in
combating drugs.

Their letter also requests that the U.S. Agency for International
Development and

the Department of State make available as quickly as possible the
funds that

Congress approved for alternative development and drug interdiction
in Bolivia.
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The senators also ask that you consider authorizing logistical support
to

alleviate food shortages in certain communities stemming from road
blocks set up

by the protestors.

The proposed reply reaffirms our commitment to Bolivia's
democratically-elected

government, and assures the senators that the funds will be available
soon.

Recommendation

That you sign the letter responding to Majority Leader Lott and
Senator Helms at
Tab A.

Attachments
Tab A Reply to Majority Leader Lott and Senator Helms
Tab B Incoming Correspondence

Letter to Lott Helms2.doc
Dear Senator Lott:

Thank you for your letter concerning Bolivian efforts to stem the flow
of

illegal drugs in our hemisphere. I am encouraged by the Government
of Bolivia's

commitment to the elimination of all illegal coca cultivation by 2002.
Bolivia :

has made an excellent start with their 80% reduction of drug
cultivation through

alternative development and eradication.

Let me assure you that we are moving as quickly as possible to make
available : ' _

the funds the Congress appropriated to the Agency for International
Development

and the Department of State for anti-drug programs in Bolivia. Our
Embassy in La

Paz has transmitted to the State Department a plan for disbursement of
the funds,

and we are working with senior Bolivian officials to implement that
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plan.

You requested that we consider providing logistical support to
alleviate food

shortages in certain communities that have resulted from road blocks
by

protesters. While the civil disturbances in September and October
interfered

with food supplies, particularly to the largest cities, the resulting
shortages

did not pose a serious immediate threat. In the Chapare, the primary
illegal

coca producing region, there were no significant food shortages.
Moreover, the

U.S. Embassy did provide logistical support for the rescue of those
trapped by

the road blocks in the region who feared for their personal safety.

I have repeatedly expressed the Administration's full support for

Bolivia's

democratically-elected government. We will continue to work with
our Latin

American partners to end the production of illegal drugs in Bolivia
and

throughout the hemisphere.

Sincerely,

William Jefferson Clinton
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