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EXER/EXERCISE POSITIVE FORCE 98//

FOREIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION SERVICE

REGION: EAST ASIA, THE AMERICAS

SUB-REGION: NORTHEAST ASIA, NORTH AMERICA

COUNTRY: JAPAN, UNITED STATES

TOPIC: INTERNATIONAL, POLITICAL, MILITARY

SOURCE-DATE: 10/22/1997[0]

OKINAWAN GROUPS RALLY TO OPPOSE US FORCES USING OKINAWA AS A
STAGING BASE FOR WAR.

OW2210092197 NAHA OKINAWA TIMES IN JAPANESE([25] 22 OCT 97
MORNING

EDITION P 1

[FBIS TRANSLATED TEXT] BEFORE "OCTOBER 22 INTERNATIONAL ANTIWAR
DAY, " AN OKINAWAN PREFECTURAL RALLY, WHICH WAS HELD IN YOGI PARK
IN NAHA CITY ON THE EVENING OF 20 OCTOBER, UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED A
RESOLUTION AGAINST THE USE OF OKINAWA SOIL FOR A WAR AGAINST
AGAINST NORTH KOREA.
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IT HAS BEEN TWO YEARS SINCE THE RAPE OF A SCHOOLGIRL BY U.S.
PERSONNEL AND THE PREFECTURAL MASS RALLY THAT DREW 85, 000

PAGE 05 RUEKJCS1335 UNCLAS

PARTICIPANTS. AT THE RALLY, PARTICIPANTS NOTED THAT THE SPECIAL
ACTION COMMITTEE ON OKINAWA'S (SACO) AGREEMENT ON THE RETURN OF
11 FACILITIES WILL NOT LEAD TO REDUCTION OF BASES, BECAUSE MOST
OF THESE FACILITIES ARE PLANNED TO BE RELOCATED SOMEWHERE IN THE
PREFECTURE. THEY ALSO CALL FOR RETURN OF THE U.S. MARINE CORPS
AIR STATION FUTENMA WITHOUT CONDITION. YASUHIRO MIYAGI, A LEADER
OF THE '"COUNCIL TO OPPOSE THE HELIPORT CONSTRUCTION,™ CITED THE
PREFECTURAL MASS RALLY HELD TWO YEARS AGO AS THE STARTING POINT.
LEADERS OF LOCAL MUNICIPALITIES, DEMOCRATIC ORGANIZATIONS, AND
POLITICAL PARTIES GAVE SPEECHES ONE AFTER ANOTHER. IN ADDITION
TO SEVEN SLOGANS, THE RALLY ADOPTED A SPECIAL APPEAL FOR THE
PEOPLE'S VOTE AGAINST WAR WITH NORTH KOREA AND A RETURN OF ALL
NATIVE LANDS TO THE OKINAWAN PEOPLE. THEN THE PARTICIPANTS,
YELLING IN CHORUS, MARCHED TWO KILOMETERS FROM YOGI PARK TO

KOKUSATI STREET AND TO OKINAWA PREFECTURAL HALL. [DESCRIPTION
OF SOURCE: OKINAWA TIMES -- ONE OF TWO MAJOR OKINAWA PREFECTURE
NEWSPAPERS]

THIS REPORT MAY CONTAIN COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL. COPYING AND
DISSEMINATION IS PROHIBITED WITHOUT PERMISSION OF THE COPYRIGHT
OWNERS .
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(1) Revelt of Policy Cliques against
Administrative Reform for Japan Rebuilding (Part
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Ministry]; Chorus of Objections against "Possible
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(2) Probing the LDP-Sponsored Emergency Economic
Stimulus Package; Poor Implementability; Economic
Effects "Wrapped in a Mist"

(3) Search for a New Order in the Securities
Market -- Part (2): Options for Investors:;
Attraction of "Information" from Foreign Firms

(4) Editorial: Don't Let the Futenma Reversion
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(5) Japan-U.S. Port Talks Reach Agreement in
General; Next "Burden" Is Domestic Coordination;
Labor-Management Negotiations Unpredictable;
Japan's Harbor Transport Costs Exorbitant;
Complicated Port Entry/Departure Procedures;
Handling of Container Ships Stagnant, Ushering in
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(6) New Century for Japan, U.S., China: Jiang
Z-EMIN's Visit to the U.S.; Practical Engagement;
U.S., China Both Groping for Ways to Stabilize the
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ARTICLES:

(1) Revolt of Policy Cliques against
Administrative Reform for Japan Rebuilding (Part
2): Separation of River Bureau (from Construction
Ministry); Chorus of Objections against "Possible
Shrinking of the Delicious Pie"

YOMIURI (Page 1) (Excerpts) October 18, 1997

One of the key objectives of administrative reform
is to correct the vertically-segmented government
administration and its duplication of effort. In
this respect, a scalpel is being plunged into the
system of public works construction, which has
become bloated and rigid. However, the ministries
and agencies concerned have formed a close huddle
and are working with a (construction-related)
policy clique of Dietmembers, who are bustling
about trying to hold on to the status quo. Can any
effort be expected of them to fulfill their
political responsibilities?

Tamisuke Watanuki, former construction minister and
former (Liberal Democratic Party) secretary
general, is a powerful leader of the construction
clique, which is one of the Big Three cliques in
the LDP, along with the agriculture and forestry
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and the commerce and industry cliques. At a party
held on the night of the 16th, hosted by former
agriculture, forestry and fisheries minister Hoseil
Norota, he declared: "We have to dump the proposal
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calling for dividing the Ministry of Construction

(MOC) based on the notion of separating off the ~
River Bureau. I will lead the charge and make a

strenuous effort to do so."

In the construction clique, which is the citadel of
the former Obuchi faction that has taken over the
traditions of the late former prime minister
Tanaka, Watanukili now serves as chairman of the LDP
Research Commission on Highways, the post that the
late former LDP vice president Shin Kanemaru
stubbornly held for many years. Norota, an ex-MOC
official, serves as deputy chief of the commission.
Many attending the party had ties to the
Construction Ministry.

There i1s a proposal (in the administrative reform
report) to create a "national land preservation ’
ministry" and a "national land development
ministry." The land preservation ministry would
merge river administration (now under the MOC) with
the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
(MAFF) and certain other agencies. The land
development ministry would be formed by melding the
remaining portions of the MOC with the Ministry of
Transport (MOT), the National Land Agency (NLA),
the Hokkaido Development Agency and the Okinawa
Development Agency. This scheme was revealed by
the Prime Minister himself at a CAR meeting on
August 19. Watanuki's remark spurning even the
Prime Minister's desire symbolically illustrates
"the logic of the policy cliques.”

The day after the Prime Minister floated his
proposal, nearly 30 lawmakers of both houses of the
Diet including upper-house member Takashi Inoue (of
the former Obuchi faction), who once served as vice
minister of construction, summoned senior MOC
officials. Among them there were Administrative
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v

Vice Minister Ban and River Bureau Director General
Hideaki Oda. Both politicians and bureaucrats
discussed a counterproposal at the Upper House
Dietmembers' Office Building.

Angry views erupted from the group: "It is we

Dietmembers who make laws. It is outrageous to
separate the River Bureau (from the MOC) without
first consulting us," and "The Prime Minister is

simply trying to show convincing numbers that favor
the Ministry of International Trade and Industry
(MITI) and the Ministry of Finance (MOF), inspired
by Eda (Kenji Eda, parliamentary secretary to the
Prime Minister hailing from MITI) and Saka (Atsuo
Saka, administrative secretary to the Prime
Minister hailing from MOF). This is nothing more
than brain trusters-led politics.”

The moment the interim report was unveiled on
September 3, the (LDP's) Construction Department
(bukai) and the MOC in close collaboration began to
fight back.

An executive council of the reorganization
countermeasures project team, which as a task force
UNCLAS SECTION 03 OF 14 TOKYO 009360
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was launched by the (LDP's) Construction Department
to thwart the separation proposal, is like an
assembly of construction pelicy clique lawmakers
with a lineup of all bigwig politicians, and "those
who are not included are perhaps former prime
minister Takeshita and Chief Cabinet Secretary
Muraoka" (senior member of the LDP Policy Affairs
Research Council).

It is of vital importance for construction policy
clique legislators to get as immediate as possible
information on road construction and to appeal to
the Government to appropriate a budget for projects
planned in his own electorate. In return for their
efforts made in this way, they can expect "votes
and money (political donations)" because general
contractors and small and medium-sized companies in
their constituencies are connected with public
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works projects. If the River Bureau, which has dam
construction and other related projects under its
assignmenns will shrink. "It is a good idea to
favor the MOC now in order to make it feel it owes
us" (mid-ranking lawmaker).

A senlor member of the construction policy cligue
from the beginning has assumed the stance of "not
separating the river sector from construction
administration but integrating the entire MOC into
a national land preservation ministry." He has
been laying the groundwork in the party to coax
senior members cof the Transportation Department and
the Agriculture-Forestry Department (in the LDP).

O0f the 9.7 trillion yen appropriated as the public
works projects expenses in the fiscal 1997 national
budget, 6.6 trillion yen -- nearly 70 percent -- is
put in the hands of the MOC. Of that amcunt, 1.3
trillion yen has gone to the River Bureau's budget,
which is mainly spent for afforestation and flood
prevention projects.

For the MOC, detaching the River Bureau from itself
would certainly whittle down its strength backed up
by an enormous public works projects budget. If
the MAFF gets to windward of the MOC, "the fear is
officials hailing from the MOC may be placed in a
disadvantageous position with response to
treatment”" (senicr official).

A head of a certain town in the Kita-Kanto region
received from a MOC official familiar with him a
city map showing areas subject to flood prevention
projects, road construction works and projects
related to demarcation. Later he received a
telephone call from this official saying, "Until
now the MOC have been able to make arrangements for
all these, but if it is decided that approvals for
river projects are given by another ministry not by
the River Bureau, you will encounter trouble.”" 1In
mid-October, the town head came up to Tokyo with
the city map in his hand and petitioned lawmakers
elected from his prefecture "not to separate the
River Bureau from (the MOC)."
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In late September, a senior LDP member called a
senior MOC official and told him: "Not to worry.
There'll be no separation of the River Bureau."

If things go as is, Hashimoto's administrative
reform is likely to end up retaining the same
contents as before even after the names of
ministries and agencies are changed.

(To be continued.)
(Administrative reform reporting team)

(2) Probing the LDP-Sponsored Emergency Economic
Stimulus Package; Poor Implementability; Economic
Effects "Wrapped in a Mist"

MAINICHI (Page -9) (Almost Full) October 22, 1997

The Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) yesterday
released its "emergency national econcmic stimulus
package," but it is impossible to calculate its
unclear effect on the economy. That is because the
package has simply reshaped into measures the
requests of the party that would annually be mapped
out during budget compilation or tax reform. As it
stands, the feasibility of the package is difficult
to forecast. The stock market plunged the same
day, reflecting market investors' icy response to
the package. The rekindling of the argument
"calling for income tax cuts financed by the
issuance of deficit-covering bonds," aimed at
restoring the LDP's lost face, is anticipated, but
revision of the fiscal structural reform line will
drive the Hashimoto Administration into a fix. In
contrast to the enthusiasm of the LDP, the package
might presage a state of political and economic
distress. '

Tax System Enthusiasm Wasted

Proposéls pertaining to a tax system reform package
(to be mapped out at the year's end) have been
included in the package without coordination with
the government or the LDP Tax System Research
Council. Since they reflect requests made by each
panel ‘under the Policy Affairs Research Council as
is, the package's contents do not hold together.
Reflecting such circumstances, expressions such as
"will make efforts" or "will consider" had to be
used. The LDP's enthusiasm reported at the early
stage of the package-drafting process, such as that
"we want to at least come up with a direction, even
if reduction rates are not included" (senior LDP
member), has apparently produced no fruit. Another
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problem is that the proposals are all related to
tax cuts, reflecting the pump-priming nature of the
package. For instance, the package sought "efforts
for a sweeping reduction of" the corporate tax, but
it did not mention any measures on funding
resources that would finance the proposed -tax cuts,
such as expansion of the taxation base through the
scrapping of reserves and provisions. For that
reason, the response of the Ministry of Finance
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(MOF) has been severe, with one senior Tax Bureau
official remarking, "Even rough calculations on
cuts in the land-value tax, the securities _
transactions tax and taxation on land transfer
profits come to 1 trillion yen. We are doubtful
about the package's consistency with the fiscal
reconstruction scheme." : B

In the meantime, as to education and child-rearing
tax breaks, which are to become the centerpiece of
the policy tax cut, the scope of income tax cuts
alone is bound to exceed 200 billion yen i1f they
are implemented as the LDP's education panel
requested. MOF objects to the proposal. However,
the facts that this proposal was made by Deputy
Secretary General Hiromu Nonaka and that senior
executives of the ruling camp are positive about
such cuts tell us that a zero-reply will not be
acceptable.

(Haruyuki Aikawa)
DeregulationAll Proposals Are Already on Menu

The information and communications area is featured
as the pillar of deregulation, but when it comes to
the contents of the proposals, there is nothing new
about them. For instance, the package calls for
frontloading the introduction of ground digital
broadcasting, but the Telecommunications Advisory
Panel in its June recommendations already proposed
speeding up the "start of such broadcasting in a
time-frame between 2000 to 2005," as laid out in
the interim report compiled last year tc "before
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the year 2000." MPT has already started
preparations for that. The package adopts the same
wording as that used in the recommendations.

The only proposal that is more substantive than the
previous one is the adoption in principle of a
notification system for telecommunications rates
within the next fiscal year by speeding up the
timetable. A proposal for scrapping the KDD Law
has been made for the first time, but with MPT
indicating reluctance to accept the idea, whether
it can be realized is unclear.

In the meantime, "speeding up and simplifying
procedures for smooth diversion of farmland" is
also already incorporated in the re-revision of -the
government-sponsored deregulation promotion plan
adopted by the Cabinet. Under the present
Agricultural Land Law, authority to grant approval
for diversion of farmland with area below 2
hectares is invested to prefectural governors and
that for farmland with an area over 2 hectares to
the Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF)
Minister. 1In the revision expected to take place
in March, authority to grant approval for diversion
of farmland with area below 4 hectares is expected
to be "shifted" to the hands of prefectural
governors. However, even if the authority is
"shifted" to prefectural governors, there will be
no change in the fact that conditions for granting
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such approval are under the strict control of MAFF.
(Chiei Ito, Masahiro Wakashima)

LandMeasures to Spark Demand Fall Short of
Substance

As a feature, the proposed land-liquidity measures
focus on sparking demand, based on reflection that
conventional supply-based measures have not
produced any effect. However, the proposals are by
and large dependent on an uncertain tax system
reform package. 1In addition, measures designed to
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spur demand for land fall short of substance. A
general evaluation of the proposal seems to be "a
step forward but not sufficient enough” (Hideki
Yoshikawa, Managing Director of Nippon Credit Bank
Research Center).

On the land-related tax system front, the package
calls for the scrapping or freezing of the land-
value tax to reduce tax burdens levied on land
ownership and sales of land, but there is no
mention of a reduction of the real estate
acquisition tax. Managing Director Yoshikawa says,
"Tax burden in Tokyo's business quarters is la*ge;
the acquisition tax is as high as about 2.5 percent
of market prices. Unless a revision is made to the
acquisition tax, it would be difficult to dig out
demand." Demand for lightening the land
acquisition tax is also strong in terms of
promoting the securitization of real estate.

Those who bought homes during the economic bubble
years are unable to trade up their residential
property, strapped with latent losses caused by the
fall in land prices. The situation is blocking a
surge in demand for housing. The package proposes
expanding the term of the application of a system
of subtracting losses incurred from the sales of
such housing from taxable income from the "present
one year only" to "transferable for perennial
years." However, whereas the wording "efforts will
be made" was used for revisions of other tax .
systems, the receded wording "consideration will be
given" is adopted in this case.

(Hideaki Nakamura)

Small to Medium-sized BusinessesShortage of
Operating Expenses

Measures for small and medium-sized businesses
focus on financial measures and the revitalization
of downtown shopping areas. On the financial
front, the package advocates consolidation of a
system that meets demand for operating expenses,
using loans funded by the fiscal investment and
locans program (FILP) to be extended by government-
affiliated financial institutions.

There 1is, however} mismatch with actual requests
from medium and small-size firms. What is needed
is mainly funds for short-term operations. Needs
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for FILP funds, which are advantageous for capital
investment for its long-term fixed interest rates,
are low.

In the meantime, as a measure to revitalize
downtown shopping areas, where business is
pronouncedly sinking, the package proposes
consolidating commercial facilities, roads and
parking lots, by improving the subsidies system and
the loan system, so that customer traffic can be
brought back to the areas. Eleven ministries and
agencies have already included allocations for such
measures in their general-account budget requests
for the next fiscal year. MOF is now proceeding
with screening of such requests.

(Makoto Imazawa)

(3) Search for a New Order in the Securities
Market -- Part (2): Options for Investors;
Attraction of "Information" from Foreign Firms

NIHON KEIZAI (Page 1) (Full) October 5, 1997

Cline-Otto-Benson (TN: phonetic), an English
investment consultant firm, decided not to include
three of the Japanese léading securities houses,
excluding Nomura Securities Co., on the list of its
major trustees securities firms, which was renewed
on October 1. The company renews the list every’
three month. Daiwa Securities Co., and Nikko
Securities Co., were not designated as commissioned
firms in September and before, but regarding
Yamaichi Securities Co., it alsc decided to suspend
giving orders for the time being, bearing in mind
the spreading payoff scandal involving sokaiya
corporate racketeers. The names of American
companies, such as Merrill Lynch and Morgan
Stanley, rank high.

Pressure from Overseas Pension Funds

Cline-Otto-Benson, which has overseas pension funds
as its major clients, rates securities houses based

on the following three factors: (1) Capability to
provide information; (2) ability to make
transactions; and (3) other services. Based on the

market, the company determines the allocation of
shares to commissioned companies and places orders,
foclsing on the top ten, reflecting customers'
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pressure on it to avoid any ambiguity.

In response to Nomura's confession this March that
it had conducted illegal transactions, it was
Nomura Investment Consultant (now, Nomura Asset
Management Investment Trust), its family company,
which first suspended transactions with Nomura out
of the fear of losing jobs from pension funds in -
the U.S., which is strict about illegal activities.

The major players in the stock market have been
overseas pension funds and investment trusts after
the burst of the bubble economy. Purchases of
Japanese stocks by foreign investors during a
UNCLAS SECTION 08 OF 14 TOKYO 009360

DEPT FOR E, P, PM, EB, EAP/J AND S/AL

USIA FOR MR AND REA

WHITE HOUSE FOR NSC, NEC

JUSTICE FOR DAVID BOLING IN ANTI-TRUST DIVISION

COMMERCE FOR JEAN GRIER IN GENERAL COUNCILQS OFFICE, DAS
TREASURY FOR OASIA/IMI/JAPAN

DEPT PASS USTR FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

DEPT PASS ELECTRONICALLY TO USDA FAS/ITP FOR SCHROETER

E.O. 12958: N/A
TAGS: PGOV, PINR, JA
SUBJECT: JAPANESE DAILY PRESS SUMMARY 10/27/97

period 1991 through September 1997 totaled 22,500
billion yen. Their total share in trading this
year is also expected to reach the 30 percent level
for the first time. Foreign investors, which have
prepared such definite measuring rods as the rate
of equity (ROE), have begun to command influence in
setting Japanese stock prices and operating
corporate management. They also have served as a
trigger to alter the diagram of forces in the
securities industry.

Merrill Lynch is in third place, followed by Morgan
Stanley --. Foreign securities houses ranked
higher than Nomura and Yamaichi, which have lost
their customers due to the series of scandals, on
the list of stock transaction shares on the Tokyo
Stock Exchange Market in August.

Farewell to Tight Web of Relations

With the Big Four securities firms keeping a low
profile, Japanese institutional investors as well
have increased dealings with foreign securities
firms. Foreign brokerages, having influential
analysts efficient enough to respond to the
expectations of institutional investors, are
"superior in quickly obtaining and processing
information" (Shigemi Nonaka, managing director for
investment consultant at Sakura Investment Trust).
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They also have the capability to deal in different

stocks in a package under an advanced system.

Executives from influential corporations, including

Sony and Advantest, gave briefings to about 300
dealers on management strategies. This briefing
was sponsored by Solomon & Brothers, a U.S.-based

securities firm. Many who participated praised it,
one remarking, "Now that the Big Four are unable to

take action, these bits of information are
helpful."

Drives are gearing up among institutional
investors, who face keen competition, to bid
farewell to their long-standing ties to the Big
Four. The Pension Fund Association decided to
request the investment advisor companies as its
commissioned agencies to report on security firm-

specific order-placement shares every three months,

starting this year.

Against the backdrop of foreign firms going ahead
full steam, the Big Four now face severe
conditions. They have been trying to put the

scandals behind them, and now Nomura, at last, has
begun to take the offensive in preparation for the

Big Bang reform of the financial system.

Weight on Asset Management

"Is that kind of management really. acceptable? Do

you care whether we go into the red?" Such
questions were fired by branch managers on

September 19 at President Junichiro Ujiie during a

managers' conference when he announced the new
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approach of focusing on the balance of customers'
assets, instead of profits.

President Ujiie explained that the company aims to
"place emphasis not on underwriting services but on

asset-management services." This stems from the
judgment that as long as the company continues to
do business focusing on underwriting commissions,
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it will continue to shrink in the future in the
midst of moves for liberalization speeding up. The
company is willing to give priority to improving
its business foundation for the future even though
it has seen a decline in profits over the past year
or two.

The initiative in the securities market has shifted
from securities firms to investors. Heated
competition for underwriting commissions while
making light of profits to investors resulted in
distorting the market and eventually prompting
individuals to distancing themselves from the stock
market. The focus of competition in the securities
community is shifting to the capability to provide
information and trading ability. As long as the
Big Four clinge to competition to increase market
share and to the proclivity of relying on stock
prices, there will be no room left for them to

survive.

(4) Editorial: Don't Let the Futenma Reversion
Drift Away

YOMIURI (Page 3) (Full) October 27, 1997

Once more there is an atmosphere of a kind of
murkiness over the planned construction of an
alternative sea-based heliport, which was the
premise for the agreed reversion of the U.S.
Forces' Futenma Air Station site in Okinawa.

The reason is that the city of Nago, a candidate
locality where the sea-based heliport is planned
for construction, is going to hold a referendum
next January on the propriety of relocating the
base to its locality. A local community's
referendum should focus on issues that can be
settled by its residents alone, and it is
inappropriate to hold local plebiscites on national
security or any other issue that may affect the
nation or the general public.

The outcome of such a referendum will have no legal
binding force. Yet the Japanese and U.S.
governments now have no choice but to postpone
their schedule of preparing a heliport construction
implementational plan for December until some time
after the vote.

Depending on the referendum's results, however, the
mayor of Nago City, who is now leaning toward
approval of the construction plan, may be urged to
change his course of action. This is a serious
situation.
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Such, of course, would delay the intergovernmental

work of making a construction implementational
plan. Moreover, if it becomes difficult at that
point to construct the heliport, the planned
reversion itself of the Futenma airfield, now a

symbol in the task of realigning and reducing the
U.S. military bases there, would be up in the air.

Such a situation will substantially upset the base
realignment and reduction plan as well, and it will

also lead to putting off a settlement of the

Okinawa problem. Japan-U.S. relations also would

be seriously affected.

All those central, prefectural, and municipal
government officials should become well aware of

the weighty meaning of the heliport issue, and we

want them to continue their efforts for
construction.

At this point, Governor Ota's role is particularly

important.

When people in Okinawa Prefecture cried out for the

necessity of realigning and scaling down the U.S.
military bases there, Governor Ota strongly

insisted on having the Futenma airfield returned.

In response, Prime Minister Hashimoto held

political negotiations directly with the U.S. side
and agreed in April last year on "overall reversion

within 5-7 years.™

In view of such circumstances as well, it 1is the
governor's responsibility to prepare a better
environment at his own initiative for Futenma's
smooth return.

However, it is regrettable that the governor does
not seem inclined to take positive action to
persuade the local community.

If the governor really hopes for the Futenma
alrfield's reversion, he should seek local

cooperation by directly explaining to Nago City and

its local residents that it is. indispensable to
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construct an offshore heliport as an alternative
facility.

Another task on the Okinawa problem is to work out
a package of local economic promotional measures
featuring deregulation. This also has been
substantially falling behind schedule because there
has been no progress in coordination involving the
prefectural government, prefectural assembly, local
economic circles, and other local entities
concerned. Okinawa Prefecture, therefore, has been
unable to make its own unified proposal to the
central government.

Consequently, the central government alsoc has made
no progress in its work of revising relevant laws,
with .no prospects being obtained at present for
introducing a bill to the Diet.
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The prefecture's lieutenant governor, Masanori
Yoshimoto, used to play the role of a coordinator,
but his reappointment was voted down by the
prefectural assembly. The aftermath of that is
also a matter of concern.

In this situation as well, the governor is required
to display his leadership. ©On this occasion, we
want the governor hims