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OFFICE OF 1 H E VICE P R E S I D E N 1

W A S H I N G I ON

Oclultcr J2.

Martina Arce 
58 Gates Avenue 
Brentwood, NY 11717

Deal' Ms. .'\ree

1 11 Link \ uLi So 11 uiLi 1 Ioi' lak 111^ Uic 1111lo lo one rouai lIilie \ oui >,1111 leu11 .-.•ji.11 . , loas^ ioi'ui\ a
the delay in responding. 1 am encouraged by the number of people who have shown their 
confidence in me by asking for assistance.

As you know, my personal commitment is to end the stigma associated with mental illness, 
increase access to mental health care, and improve the quality of treatment. As a mother of four 
children, I also am very concerned about the terrible tragedy of AIDS. It is a very emotional 
topic, and I admire you for your dedication to increasing awareness of this disease. You know so 
well that controlling the spread of AIDS in our country is a very difficult challenge.

To obtain more information about AIDS and mental illness, contact the National AIDS Hotline 
at (800) 342-2437. Or you may contact the New York branch hotline at (800) 541-2437. I have 
also forwarded a copy of your letter to the Office of National AIDS Policy. They will be able to 
further assist you with your questions.

Thank you again for writing. I truly appreciate you taking the time to share with me your 
periSohal situation. I hope you situation is resolved satisfactorily.

Sincerely,

>THi

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



June 16, 1999

Mrs. Tipper Gere 
White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Mrs. Gore:

I'd like to take this opportunity to thank you for appearing on Oprah. I was debating if my letter would 
make a dilTerence because I'm at tlie end of my rope. After listening to your story, I felt like you could 
understand my dilemma and you gave me the motivation to keep trying for Angel and the other children 
that will follow.

1 have enclosed a letter and article that 1 have written about how 1 became involved in the HIV community. 
I’m hoping that after reading the enclosed material you might be able to understand my growing concern on 
adolescents that are HI V+ and are beginning to learn to cope with being dually diagnosed with a mental 
illness. This child had been in several foster homes before coming into our family. We believe he was 
molested in one of these homes but have no written documentation as of yet. 1 have tried to retrieve his 
files from the agency he was with but to no avail. Ms Warren from DOH is looking into this for me.

1 do not know if there is anything you can do at this time but this is a big problem in our family now and is 
growing in the country as more of these children live longer.

Thanking you in advance for you time and concern.

Enc:3

Sincerely, ^

Martina Arce 
58 Gates Avenue 
Brentwood, N. Y. 11717



AGtNCY SPOILIGIil ^///A

THE DREAM TEAM
...... .

I::,;:::.

Up until June 1994, 1 liad wliat I 
considered to be a pretty normal life. I 
had a husband, a 16-year-old son in pri­
vate higji school, a 20-year-old son at 
college, a house and I had just gone 
back to work. Everything was going 
prett)" much the way I had planned. For 
the first time in a long while I thouglit I 
was okay. You must understand noth­
ing has ever come easy for me. I usually 
have to do dungs two or diree times 
before it works. Tliat’s die way it has 
been for me ever since I can remember. 
I always have plan B and C.

Tlien, in what seems like overnight 
everything changed. I had a hysterec­
tomy, my husband’s job ended after 30 
years and his brodier and partner died 
within a week of each odier from 
AIDS. My brother-in-law had adopted 
three boys, then 6, 7 and 10-years-old. 
Widi my brodier-in-law’s deadi, die 
boys became a part of my family. Two 
of the boys were HIV positive, and one 
had sero-converted by 18 mondis. At 
the same time, my 20-year-old came 
home with his girlfriend and told us 
they were pregnant. We went from a 
family of four to a family of nine in a 
few rnonths.

I was always very involved widi my 
sons, their friends and my family in 
every aspect. I easily put more than 
20,000 miles a year on my car trans­
porting my sons and their friends to 
practices and games, etc. I thou^it, ‘T 
can handle having three more boys.” I 
figured - no big deal. Thank God for 
that training, but I didn’t know how or 
where to gpt started. I didn’t have any 
connections that knew more than I 
about caring for children widi special 
needs; Then, just like that, Helen from 
Make A Wish called for one of die 
boys. I told her about my situation. She

0 u
make it 

work!
asked if I knew Dr. Nachman. She said 
she was one of die best in Infectious 
Diseases.

I made an appointment, expecting a 
regular visit with a pediatrician. Well, 
what a shock to enter the room ;uid find 
a pediatrician, a neurologist, a social 
worker, 3 nurses, a nutritionist and sev­
eral interns. Wliat a teami I felt like I 
was at Padimark (one-stop shopping). I 
walked out widi a list of all of their 
names widi phone numbers, beepers to 
be used 24 hours-a-day, whenever 
needed and widi hope, knowing I 
wasn’t doing this alone. They took me 
under dieir wings and have guided me 
from diat day in September 1994 to 
now. If I have a question about any- 
diing even if it has nodiing to do widi 
die boys, I know who can help me - 
even if it is not in their job description. 
So, when Dr. Nachman asked me for a 
litde favor like to talk to someone, go to 
a convention (Wowl A vacation. 
“Yes.”), litde did I know what she had 
in mind. I told her 1 don’t make 
speeches or use microphones and I 
cannot speak to large groups. She said, 
“Don’t worry, you won’t have to do 
anything, just listen.” I now know that 
she had plans for me. She gave my 
name to Kaidin Thomas. I joined 
SPARC because Dr. Nachman asked. I 
thou^t I owed her. She set me up.

My involvement with SPARC has led 
me to sit on several councils, the Ryan 
Wliite Proposal Review Committee, at­
tend several conventions and work­
shops on AIDS, and to address a group 
of foster parents that are caring for or 
arc considering caring for a child with 
HIV. Tlirough them I’ve learned diat

.. ... .... .

:.:x:

die boys have rights and diat I can 
make a difference if I speak for them.

Dr. Nachman and her team believe 
in me and diey made me a believer. 
Wlien I make a suggestion not only do 
diey listen, diey hear me. For example, 
how about affected siblings? How do 
we handle dieir needs? Everydiing was 
on the infected boys and die litde 
brother was always left out. How about 
a support group, etc.? So, diey hired an 
Art and Play dierapist. Wien we 
couldn’t get to her, she came to us. I 
was given Barry Feldsteins’ name from 
PWAC. llie three boys now go every 
week to a support group tiiere. Tliey are 
picked up at home and delivered back. 
This gives me R & R for a couple of 
hours that I didn’t think I needed. Boy, 
was I wrongl I love it and so do die 
boys. Tlie oldest boy has become a Peer 
Educator for Positive Young Minds. 
Tliis was a child who always tried to 
hide his face and make himself invisible. 
The youngpr boy was able to go to 
summer camp with his brothers. Origi­
nally, it was for infected children only. 
This helped the boys bond for the first 
time and no one was singled out. That’s 
Power!

I’ve met many, many people from 
different agencies that work together 
and have helped me in my quest to 
make the boys live as normd as possi­
ble. For example, I had been driving the 
boys to the city every week to their 
therapist for the last four and a half 
years. In the beginning, I felt it was nec­
essary to keep at least one thing from 
their past constant if I was going to 
make a difference in their lives. Now I 
wanted to stay closer to home. But 
where? Who? I saw Barry at a meeting 
and spoke about the boys as we always 
do. I asked him, “Do you know of



someone who can give tlie same kind 
of services tliat I am getting in the 
city?” He said, “Sure. Let me get back 
to you.” I sat down and ten minutes 
later he introduced me to Maria Mez- 
zatesta from PEGS. The boys are now 
going to PEGS once a week and love 
it.

I made an appointment, 
expecting a regular visit 

with a pediatrician. Well, 
what a shock to enter 

the room and find a 

pediatrician, a 

neurologist, a social 

worker, 3 nurses, a 

nutritionist and several 

interns. What a team!

Tliese services are available to us 
even tliough we may not qualify be­
cause of our income, but througli the 
hard work of so many people, the boys 
aren’t penalized.

I had no clue of all the services that 
are available until I received SPARC’s 
Directory. Most of these services I 
don’t need now. I hope I never will. 
But it’s great to know it’s out there.

I would like to end this by telling 
you that I have been able to do this 
because I found people who listened. 
They asked me about the boys needs 
and wants. They have included me in 
all decisions because I’m their mother 
and I know them better than anyone. 
TTiey are the best at what they do and 
together the boys win. T/>ank you, 
Sharon Nachman, ICaitlin Thomas and 
the Stonybrook team for giving me the 
opportunity to realize that tliis is what 
I wanted to do and didn’t know it. I’ve 
found tliat I love doing all tliis work 
because I’m not only giving back to the 
community for all of my blessings, but 
I get gratification and peace of mind.

So, if you feel you need a pick-me- 
up, get involved. It works miracles!
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Legal guardian to two boys who receive medical care at the Pediatric AIDS Center at Stony Brook 
(SPARC is based out of this center) (1994-1999)

Take an active role in the medical management of Angel & Joel at Stony Brook (1994 - to present)

• Attended SPARC Consortium meetings (1996 - 1997)

• Nominated I'oi and elected to SPARC Steci inu Council (1996 l o Piesent), lesponsiNe lor o\erseeinj_
the development, implementation and evaluation of the project.

• Participated in several of the SPARC focus groups that identified needs of HIV infected and affected 
women, children and adolescents in Suffolk, prioritized these needs, and recommended solutions (1996 
& 1998)

• One of the focus group recommendations (suggested by other moms and me) was to develop mental 
health services for HIV positive (and affected) children. In response, Pediatric AIDS Center and 
SPARC staff drafted a proposal for Ryan White Title I fiindintr to support the hiring of an art and plav 
therapist for HIV Positive children who would also conduct support groups and plan social and 
recreational programs for the children. This project received initial funding in 1996 and was ri?funded 
in 1997 & 1998^

• Attended national Ryan Whited Title IV conference (1995) with project staff

• Represented project at Institute for Family Centered Care Conference (1997) on parent-professional 
collaboration (only families, no providers, were invited to attend)

• Nominated for and appointed to regional Ryan White Title I Planning Council (1996 - to Present), 
responsible for regional planning efforts and developing funding priorities

• Service on the Comprehensive Services Plan Development Committee for Nassau-Suffolk (1996 - to 
Present)

• Nominated for and appointed to Ryan White Title 1 Project Review Committee (1997), responsible to 
making recommendations to the County Executives of Nassau and Suffolk on which proposals were 
worthy of funding

• Attended & Spoke at the Association for the Care of Children Health 32"^ Annual Conference (1997)

• Interviewed by Newsday for an article that they ran about the problems 1 foresee now that children are 
living longer and how are the boys dealing with their diagnosis (1998)

• Nominated for & appointed to Nassau-Suffolk HIV Care Network (1998)

• Attended and Spoke at the Foster/Adoptive Parent Training Seminar at Fashion Institute of 
Technology in New York City workshops for the Center for Development of Human Services SUNY 
Research Foundation, Buffalo State College (1998)

Attended 1-95 Title I EMA Conference. Briarcliff, N.Y. (1998)

• Wrote an article for C. A. R. E. (Consumer Advocacy Resource Exchange) Newsletter, which will 
appear in the Winter/Fall 1999 issue.



Attended & spoke at the monthly meeting of Social Workers of Nassau & Suffolk Counties about 
PWAC’ group that the boys attend (Positive Young Minds)

May 22, 1999 - May 25, 1999 attended Aids Policy Center Voices ’99 conference in Washington, 
DC.
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■lone 16,1999

Mrs,
White House
1600 Petinsylvonia Aveime 
Washington, D C. 7.OO06

1' d u, okc am to am* you «■ 1 toriite^o

1 wmdotrn ,kto«.4»«f ""

-----------------— ■

Thankii.£ you in odva.ee frr you time and coHcem.
Sinceicly. / j

Ene:3
Martina Aroc
58 Ga« Avenue 
Brentwood, N-Y. 11717
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had ahufiband, a 16-yeai-old ui pri­
vate high schod, a 20-yc8r old »uo at 
rnHegpi, a house and 1 had just gtwe 
back to wtk Everything was RP^ 
pretty much the way I pl^d. For 
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ing has evei mmc easy for me. I usually 
have to do . things two or three times
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everything changpd- 1 had a hysWec_ 
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Wrli my brother-in-laws death, me 
boyn became a part of i»y family. Two 
of die boys were HlV positive, and one 
had seto-i..iiivertcd by 18 muiuhs. At 
the same time, my 2U year-old r^nc 
home with his yrltoend and told us 
they were pieguiint. We went from a 
family of tout to a family of nm« in a 
ff.w months.

I was always very invr.dved With my 
sons, thek friends and my family m

T oMit> mnn* tl*iansons, tneii luaiMa —j / every aspect. I easily put more ilan 
2U.OOO miles a year on my car toms- 
porbng my sons and thciT frierids to 
practices and gaim^s etc. 1 toougjit,^^ i 
i:an handle having ditee mote toys. J
_ I .jA.n1 *Tli«iriV r^rtH fnf

iM«
work! Dr. Nachman and her team believe

..a ,n ^
she was one of the best m miecu
Diseases- _ „„p^nne a how about affected siblings? How do .

I ™de Well, we handle their needs? Ev«yd“’fi ^
regular visit with a p^>atticim ^ httle
whatashocktoentei-thctoom^df^ was always left out. How about
a pe.dlatrician. a neumlogijt, a .0^ group, etc.? So. ilicy hired an
worker, ^ nurses, a nuititK.m.st ^ ev- a mp^n ^ P, 
eml inwm.1. mat a team! T felt like ^ ^ her, she came to us. I
^ at Pathmaik (one- ^veifnurry Feldsteins* name hom
walked out with a tot of an . puyAC The three boys now gj every
names with phone nui^crs, soppoiigmup there. They are
1. nsed 31 ho-va-rlay. w^eve ^me a.ld dclivcmd back.
„vedr.d and with hni« me R & R f':” » couple of
uiasn’. doing this alone^'ntey tr«k ^ ^e ^
under rlieir wmgt and have gmded me h^s
tom that ilay in bcptember Ttwolde.^t boy has become a Peer
now. If I havr a question about aiiy- Pitotive Young Minds,
thing even If it has nothing to do ^ ^ ^ ^
lire boys, I know who he^ himself invisible,
.ven if It is not m toe.r desenpdom innr n^a ^ ^
So. whun Dt. >lachman a.krd me tor a J
Utoe&vorHlreto^ktoS0^.m^^t0 ^ L infected chndren only.

:,r;Tr«'ui ‘-“V T^ I »1.1 te 1 don-. ....ir- «™«dno<».w«teSl»lte31uu

„^te <». mwy. mm, P~PI«
L-aiinot speak to lar{^ gn up rtlffereni acencics that work together

onyming, ,usr iisrc...
she had plans tot me. S ^ example. T had been driving the
name to Kaitliu Thomas. 1 |oin^c-- - - ^ ^

fiauteH - no big deal. Thank God for X councils the Rvan eseary to keep at least one thmg
toattoainlng.bS I didn’t know how or “J^^S^^Tomrr.iuec.V toeir past consent tf I was ffimg to
that tniiiiul^ but r oion t —
where ro get started. I didn'r luivc any 
connections that' knew i.»-.re than 1 
about raring tor children with special 
needs. Tlieii, just like that, Helen from 
Make A Wivh railed for one of the 
bays. I told her about my situation. She
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jomeoiir v^Ko c<m 0?^ tlic same WnJ
ot sfltvkes iliat I am iF«'"e

He t-AI, "Sum. Let me get bwU 
to you." I sat dotyn and «i. ’n.,wtca 
Ui(i be inttolu.xd me to Ma™ Mcr-
..testa from FF.fiS.'lhc boys aie now 
g,,togtoPEGSonrc.^«kandlnvC

I mfuie an appointment, 
expecting a regular visit 

Meith a pediatrician. Well,
what a shock to enter

the room and find a 

pediatrician, a 
neurologist, a social 

worker, 3 nurses, a 
nutritionist and several 

interns. What a team!

Mrs. Gore’s Office P.04/08

T1x.,e services are Mv.ulablc to ue 
even tliougb -wc
cause of nut income, but tbumgji the 
hard worft. .1 so many people, dir boys
atcn'tpen'Ji/rd.

1 had no cliir of all the services d.^r 
MC svailflbl* uiiiil I received SPARC’s 
Dlrrrtoty. Most of fliesc services I 
don’t iired novf. I hope I or^r 
But ii‘s grwl to know it’s out there.

i would like lo end this by telling 
you that 1 have brr.n able to do this 
Irtcause I found people who Ifstened 
Tlicy asked me about the boys needs 
«,,d wants. They have included me m 
all decisions because I’m ibnr mother 
and 1 know them better than anyone. 
They are the best at what they do and 
together tlie hoys win. TftMK jmit, 
Sharon Nachimm, Kaitlin Thomas and 
the Stonybrook team for giving me *e 
opportunity to tcalive. that this .s what 
I wanted to do and didn’t know it. I ve 
found that 1 love doing all dlia w<^k 
ber«usc Tm not only giving hack to the 
conunnnity for all of my blessuigs. but 
I net gmtification and peace of mmd.

So, if yon foel you need a pick-mc- 
up, get involved. It works miradesl
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THE VICE PRESIDENT
WASMiriQTON

October 20,1998

His Excellency 
Thabo Mbeki
Executive Deputy President 
of the Republic of South Africa 
Pretoria

Dear Thabo:

I read with great interest and a sense of shared concern your declaration on the 
occasion of the launching of the Partnership Against AIDS. Your call to action is not 
only important for South Africa, but also as an inspiration for all of Africa.

Over the last fifteen years, our nation has worked diligently to stop the spread of 
this devastating disease, to support research for effective HIV therapeutics and a 
preventive vaccine, and to remind all citizens that, together, we must combat this 
epidemic. Educators and activists, members of religious and civic groups, business and 
labor organizations, and tens of thousands of other men and women with a shared 
concern have all been part of our response to this disease. I am confident that your 
address to the people of South Africa helped generate the same broad societal support 
that has been essential to our own advances.

As you recall, in July 1997, within the framework of the Binational Commission, 
we announced a $10 million USAID funded project to support the Ministry of Health's 
AIDS program. It’s our hope that this project will significantly contribute to the 
attainment of the goals of your finalized national AIDS strategy. In addition, the 
President recently asked Sandra Thurman, our National AIDS Policy Coordinator, to 
travel to South Africa, at your government’s convenience, to discuss the manner in 
which the United States can further support South Africa's efforts.

I join with you in mourning the lives of so many who have already been lost and look 
forward to our continued work together to protect those who remain at risk.

Sincerely,

Al Gore
AG:jb

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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EMBARGOED UNTIL FRIDAY, 9 OCTOBER 1998:12.15

ADDRESS BY DEPUTY PRESIDENT 

THABO MBEKI.

DECLARATION OF PARTNERSHIP AGAINST AIDS.

President Mandela has asked me to address you on his behalf. I 

am honoured to be able to do so.

DECLARATION

HIV/AIDS is among us.
It is real. It is spreading.
We can only win against HIV/AIDS if we join hands to save our 

nation.

For too long we have closed our eyes as a nation, hoping the 

truth was not so real.

For many years, we have allowed the HI Virus to spread, and at 

a rate in our country which is one of the fastest in the world.

Every single day a further 1 500 people in South Africa get 

infected. To date, more than 3 million people have been 

infected.

THE DANGER IS REAL

Many more face the danger of being affected by HIV/AIDS.

Because it is carried and communicated by other human beings, 
it is with us in our work places, in our classrooms and our 

lecture halls.
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It is there in our church gatherings and other religious functions.

HIV/AIDS walks with us .‘It travels with us wherever we go. It is 

there when we play sport. It is there when we sing and dance.

Many of us have grieved for orphans left with no one to fend for 

them. We have experienced AIDS in the groans of wasting lives. 
We have carried it in small and big coffins to many graveyards.

At times we did not know that'we were burying AIDS victims. 
At other time we knew, but chose to remain silent.

And when the time comes for each one of us to make a personal 

precautionary decision, we fall prey to doubt and false 

confidence. We hope that HIV/AIDS is someone else’s problem.

CHANGING OUR WAY OF LIFE

HIV/AIDS is not someone else’s problem. It is my problem. It is 

your problem.

By allowing it to spread, we face the danger that half of our 

youth will not reach adulthood. Their education will be wasted. 
The economy will shrink. There will be a large number of sick 

people whom the healthy will not be able to maintain. Our 

dreams as a people will be shattered.

HIV spreads mainly through sex.

You have the right to live your life the way you want to.

But I appeal to the young people, who represent our country’s 

future, to abstain from sex for as long as possible. If you decide 

to engage in sex, use a condom.
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In the same way, I appeal to both men and women to be faithful 

to each other, but otherwise to use condoms.

PARTNERSHIP

The power to defeat the spread of HIV and AIDS lies in our 

Partnership - as youth, as women and men, as business people, 
as workers, as religious people, as parents and teachers, as 

students, as healers, as farmers and farm workers, as the 

unemployed and the professionals, as the rich and the poor - in 

fact, all of us.

Today, we join hands in this Partnership Against HIV/AIDS, 
united in our resolve to save the nation.

As Partners Against AIDS, together we pledge to spread the 

message!

Everyday, every night - wherever we are - we shall let our 

families, friends and peers know that they can save themselves 

and save the nation, by changing the way we live and how we 

love. We shall use every opportunity openly to discuss the issue 

of AIDS,

As Partners Against AIDS, together we pledge to care!

We shall work together to care for those living with HIV/AIDS 

and for the orphans. They must not be subjected to 

discrimination of any kind. They can live productive lives for 

many years.

They are human beings like you and me. When we lend a hand, 
we build our own humanity, and when we remind ourselves 

that, like them, each one of us can become infected.
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As Partners Against AIDS, together we pledge to pool our 

resources and to commit our brain power!

There is still no cure for HIV and AIDS. Nothing can prevent 

infection except our own behaviour.

We shall work together to support medical institutions to search 

for a vaccine and a cure. We shall mobilise all possible 

resources to spread the message of prevention, to offer support 

to those infected and affected, to destigmatise HIV and AIDS 

and to continue our search for a medical solution.

And so today we join hands in the Partnership, fully aware that 

our unity is our strength. The simple but practical action that we 

take today is tomorrow’s insurance for our nation.

Accordingly, we pledge that wherever we meet and study, work 

and sing, play and enjoy one another’s company, we will protect 

ourselves and our partners against HIV and AIDS.

Together, as Partners Against HIV/AIDS, we can and shall 

win.

I have asked for your time to listen to this urgent message 

because there is no other moment but the present, to take action!

I thank you for your attention and urge you to act NOW!

9 October, 1998.

TDT8L P.05
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October 9, 1998

His Excellency 
Thabo Mbeki
Executive Deputy President 
of the Republic of South Africa 
Pretoria

Dear Thabo:

I read with great interest and a sense of shared concern your declaration on the 
occasion of the launching of the Partnership Against AIDS. Your call to action is not 
important only for South Africa, but also for inspiring action throughout Africa.

t ojorlc,n<^ di f? a t Ke e r f s
Over the last fifteen years, our nation has been at tho-fefefront of tho effort to 

stop the spread of this devastating disease, to support research for effective HIV 
therapeutics and a preventive vaccine, and to remind all citizens that together we must 
combat this epidemic. Educators and activists, members of religious and civic groups, 
business and labor organizations, and tens of thousands of other men and women with 
a shared concern have all been part of our response to this disease. I am confident that 
your address to the people of South Africa will help to generate the same broad societal 
support that has been essential to our own advances.

As you recall, in July 1997, within the framework of the Binational Commission, 
we announced a $10 million USAID funded project to support the Ministry of Health's 
AIDS program. It's our hope that this projeci will significantly contribute to the 

attainment of the goals of your finalized national AIDS strategy. In addition, the 
President recently asked Sandra Thurman, our National AIDS Policy Coordinator, to 
travel to South Africa, at your government’s convenience, to discuss the manner in 
which the United States can further support South Africa’s efforts.

I join with you in mourning the lives of so many who have already been lost and look 
forward to our continued work together to protect those who remain at risk.

Sincerely,

Al Gore
AG:Jb
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Meropa Communications (Pty) Ltd
Registration No. 96/12091/07

Public Relations and Communications
A Bell Pottinger & Mann Company

6* Floor, The Forum, Maude Street, Sandton Square
P O Box 781051, Sandton, 2146

Tel: (011)784-1008 Fax: (011)784-1009

FACSIMILE

Attention Mr Summers
Fax 091-202-456 2438
Subject Partnership Against AIDS
From : Sonti Maseko
Date : October 9,1998 Number of pages (Including cover:) 5 only

Dear Mr Summers,

Please find herewith the Declaration read by the deputy president, Mr Thabo 
Mbeki, on behalf of president Mandela at 12 noon on Friday October 9, at the 
occasion of the launch of the Partnership Against AIDS.

We thank you for your interest and should you require more detail, please 
call.

Regards from Mr Faizal Dawjee.

SONTIMASEKO



Todd A. Summers
10/09/98 11:52:20 AM

Record Type: Record

To: aross @ usaid.gov @ inet

cc:
Subject: Draft VPOTUS Letter

Dear Mr. Deputy President:

The purpose of this letter is to offer the American people’s continued support for 
your crusade against HIV and AIDS. The international dimensions of this disease are 
devastating, particularly for our youth. Around the world, more than 1 million children 
are living with HIV and AIDS. Twelve hundred children die of AIDS each day, even as 
1,600 more become infected with HIV. Your call to action is important not only for the 
future of South Africa, but also for inspiring action by the rest of the world.

Over the last fifteen years, our nation has been at the forefront of the effort to 
stop the spread of this devastating disease, to design strategies that help to stop the 
spread of this deadly virus, and to remind all citizens that together we must fight AIDS. 
Thanks to increased attention and resources we have made great strides, but there is 
still much more to do.

We have mounted an aggressive initiative to develop a vaccine for HIV in 
cooperation with other nations. This work is critically important to our goal of bringing 
an end to the AIDS epidemic once and for all both here and across the globe.

During the July, 1997 meeting of the U.S.-South Africa BiNational Commission, 
we announced the creation of a $10 million USAID-funded project to assist the South 
African government in combating AIDS/HIV. I recently asked our National AIDS Policy 
Coordinator Sandra Thurman to travel to South Africa at your convenience to discuss 
ways in which the United States can further support your country's anti-AIDS efforts.
No nation can afford the toll HIV and AIDS continue to take on our societies. We must 
mount a global education campaign to first slow and then halt the spread of this terrible 
epidemic.

I am confident that your recent address to the people of South Africa will 
generate the broad societal support that has been so essential to our own successes. 
Educators and activists, members of religious and civic groups, business and labor 
organizations, and tens of thousands of other men and women of goodwill have all 
been a part of the national response to this disease and have extended a helping hand 
to those living with HIV and AIDS.



You have our continued commitment to work in solidarity with you and the 
people of South Africa to care for those that are living with HIV and AIDS, to promote 
prevention and education programs that can stop the spread of this disease, and to 
work together toward finding both a cure and a vaccine. We join you in mourning the 
lives of so many who have already been lost, and in doing all that we can to protect 
those who remain at risk.

ALBERT GORE

Mr. Thabo Mkebi
Deputy President of the Republic of South Africa 
Pretoria
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tc engage in sex, use a condom. ^
In the same way, T appeal to both men and wotaan to be faithful 

CO aach other, but ocherwiae tn use CondoSiS.

fARTlIfiRSHiP

Th* power ro defeat the spread, of HIV and AIDS lies in our 
J^armership *" as youch. as woman and ni«n, as busrneaa peopla. as 
woi;>;©rs, as religious people, at- parents and teachers, as students, 
a? haalers. as fcitnei-s and farm workers, at the unemployed and the 
professionals, as the rich and the poor - in fact, all of us.

Today, we join hands in this Partnership Again.'?c HIV/lilDS. 
united in our resolve t© save the nation.

AS Partners Against AIDS, 
messagei

together we pledge to spread the

Everyday every night - wherever are - w® shall let our 
families, friends and peers know chat they can save, themselves and 
save the nation, by changing tlie way we live and ho" w= love. We 
shall use every opport-unicy openly to discus a the issue of AIDS,

As Partners Against AIDS, together «e pledge to carei

We sliall work together to care for those li-ving with HIV/AIDS 
and for the orphans. They must not be subjected to" discritnination o£ 
any kind. They can live prodvictive lives for many years.

They are human beings like you and me- When we lend a hand, wa 
build, our own humanity, and when we remind ourselves chat, like 
them, each one of us can become infected.

As Partners Against AIDS, together we pledge to pool our 
resources and to commit our brain power 1

There is still' no cute for HIV and AIDS, Nothing aan prevent 
infection except our own. behaviour.

we shall work together to support medical institutions to search 
for a. vncciji® and a cure. We shall mobilise all possible resources 
to spread the message of prevention, to offer support to chose 
infected and affected, to defltigitiatiBe HIV and AIDS and to continue 
our search for a medical solution-

And so today 'we join hands in tb© Partnership, fully aware Chat 
our unity is our strength. The Simple but practical action chat we 
take today is tomorrow’s Insucance for our nation.

Accordingly, -we pledge that wherever we meet and studj”, work and 
sing, play and enjoy one another's con5»aiiy, ■we will protect 
ourselves and our partners against HIV and AIDS.

Together, as Partners Against HIV/axds, w® can and shall -win.

1 hove asked for your time to listen to this urgent message 
because there is no other moment but the present, to teks action.

2 thank you for your attention and urge you to act NOW I

9 October, 1936
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Todd A. Summers
10/08/98 08:11 ;40 PM

Reconj Type: Record

De^PresidenitJ^anil^a h><'
J

The purpose of this letter is to offer the American people’s|supporrfbrthe- 
rnnnrln^ii nrp inftintkTr})firfninqt HIV s nd AIDS. The international dim^sions of thiisions of this
disease are devastating, particulalry^ our youth. Around the world, nfore than 1 
million children are living with HiV and AIDS. Twelve hundred children|die of AIDS 

each day. even as 1.600 more become infected wfth the HIV virus. Your call to action 
is important not only for the future of South Africa, but alsoJn- its-inspirafenai -offoot for 
the rest of the woitd. ^ ^t

Over the last fifteen years, our nation has been at the forefront of the effort to 
stop the spread of thls^e^stating disease and to develop effective medications to 

o prolong the healthy |j^5^t(iase who have been infected by the virus. We have been 

. .successful on both the prevention and the treatment fronts. Thanks to increased 
tr funding for and attention to AIDS prevention measures, the incidence of new cases in 

the United States is essentially stable, though in several sub-populations it is still 
eiqianding.

We have also mounted an aggressive initiative to develop a vaccine for HIV in 
cooperation with other nations. This work is critically important to our goal of bringing 
an end to the AIDS epidemic once and for al^both here and across the globe.

5^

J
/■)

c
fi

'^-^'"'"^i^eWasked my National AIDS Policy Coordinator Sandra Thurman to traveUo'^^ 

South Africa at your convenience to discuss ways in which the United States 
support your country’s anti-AIDS efforts. No nation can afford the toll HIV and AIDS 
continue to take on our societies. We must mount a global education campaign to first 
slow and then halt the spread of this terrible epidemic.

As you address the South African nation today, I am confident that you will 
generate the broad societal support that has been so essential to our own successes. 
Educators and activists, members of religious and civic groups, business and labor 
organizations, and tens of thousands of other men and women of goodwill have all 
been a part of the national response to this disease and have extended a helping hand 
to those Irving with HiV and AIDS.
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You have our continued commitment to work in soiidarity with you and tha 
people of South Africa to care for those that are living with HIV and AIDS, to promote 
prevention and education programs that can stop the spread of this disease, and to 
work together toward finding both a cure and a vaccine. We join you in tooummg the 

^ lives of so mary^fdBW-eifeeFeJwho have already been lost, and in doing all that we can
to protect those who remain at risk.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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Record Type: Record

To: Todd A. Summers/OPD/EOP

cc:
Subject: No Subject

Dear President Mandela:

The purpose of this letter is to offer my support, and the support of the 
American people, for your crusade against HIV and AIDS. As you know well, the 
international dimensions of this disease are devastating, particularly on our 
youth. Around the world, more than 1 million children are living with HIV and 
AIDS. Twelve hundred children die of AIDS each day, even as 1,600 more become 
infected with HIV. Your leadership is important not only for the people of 
South Africa, but for the hope and action it will help to galvanize around the 
world.

Over the last fifteen years, our nation has been at the forefront of 
the effort to develop treatments that enable those who are suffering to live 
longer and healthier lives, to design strategies that help to stop the spread 
of this deadly virus, and to remind all citizens that together we must fight 
AIDS and not people with AIDS. Thanks to increased attention and resources we 
have made great strides -- but we still have more, much more to do.

We have also mounted an aggressive initiative to develop a vaccine for HIV in 
cooperation with other nations. This work is critically important to our goal 
of bringing an end to the AIDS epidemic once and for all both here and across 
the globe.

As you address the South African nation today, I am confident that you 
will generate the broad societal support that has been so essential to our 
own successes. Educators and activists, members of religious and civic 
groups, business and labor organizations, and tens of thousands of other 
men and women of goodwill have all been a part of the national response to 
this disease and have extended a helping hand to those living with HIV and 
AIDS.

I have asked my National AIDS Policy Coordinator Sandra Thurman to 
travel to South Africa at your convenience to discuss ways in which the 
United States can support your country's anti-AIDS efforts. No nation can 
afford the toll HIV and AIDS continue to take on our societies. We must 
mount a global education campaign to first slow and then halt the spread of 
this terrible epidemic.

You have our continued commitment to work in solidarity with you and



the people of South Africa to care for those that are living with HIV and 
AIDS, to promote prevention and education programs that can stop the spread of 
this disease, and to work together toward finding both a cure and a vaccine.
We join you in mourning the lives of so many of our citizens who have already 
been lost, and in doing all that we can to protect those who remain at risk.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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ADDRESS BY DEPUTY PRESIDENT 
THABO MBEKI

CORRECTED VERSION - CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY

DECLARATION OF PARTNERSHIP AGAINST AIDS

President Mandela has asked me to address you on his behalf. I am 
honoured to be able to do so.

DECLARATION

HIV/AIDS is among us.
It is real. It is spreading.
We can only win against HIV/AIDS if we join hands to save our nation.

For too long we have dosed our eyes as a nation, hoping the truth was not 
so real.

For many years, we have allowed the H-1- Virus to spread, and at a rate in 
our country which is one of the fastest In the world.

Every single day a further 1 500 people in South Africa get infected. To 
date, more than 3 million people have been infected.

THE DANGER IS REAL

Many more face the danger of being affected by HIV/AIDS.

Because it Is carried and transmitted by human beings, it is with us in our 
workplaces, in our classrooms and our lecture halls.

It is there in our church gatherings and other religious functions.

HIV/AIDS walks with us. It travels with us wherever we go. It is there when 
we play sport. It Is there when we sing and dance.
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Many of us have grieved for orphans left with no one to fend for thern. We 
have experienced AIDS in the groans of wasting lives. We have earned it 
in small and big coffins to many grave yards.

At times we did not know that we were burying people who had died from 
AIDS. At other times we knew, but chose to remain silent.

And when the time comes for each one of us to make a personal 
precautionary decision, we fall prey to doubt and false confidence. We 
hope that HIV/AIDS is someone else's problem.

CHANGING OUR WAY OF LIFE

HIV/AIDS is not someone else’s problem. It is my problem. It is your 

problem,
Bv allowing it to spread, we face the danger that half of our youth will not 
reach adutthood. Their education will be wasted. The economy wll sh^k. 
There will be a large number of sick people whom the healthy will not be 
able to maintain. Our dreams as a people will be shattered.

HIV spreads mainly through sex.

You have the right to live your life the way you want to.

But 1 appeal to the young people, who represent our country's future, to 
abstain from sex for as long as possible. If you deade to engage in sex.
use a condom.
In the same way I appeal to both men and women to be faithful to each 

other, but otherwise to use condoms.

PARTNERSHIP
The power to defeat the spread of HIV and AIDS lies in 01^ Partnership: 
as youth, as women and men. as business people, as ^
religious people, as parents and teachers, as studems, as healers, as 
farmers a^farm-workers. as the unemployed and the professionals, as 

the rich and the poor - in fact all of us.

Today, we join hands in this Partnership Against HIV/AIOS, united in our 
resolve to save the nation.

:2.
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As Partners Against AIDS, together we pledge to spread the message!

Everyday, every night - wherever we are - we shall let our families, friends 
and peers know that they can save themselves and save the nation, by 
changing the way we live and how we love. We shall use every opportunity 
openly to discuss the issue of HIV/AiDS.

As Partners Against AIDS together we pledge to care!

We shall work together to care for those living with HIV/AIDS and for the 
children orphaned through AIDS. They must not be subjected to 
discrimination of any kind. They can live productive lives for many years.

They are human beings like you and me. When we lend a hand, we build 
our own humanity, and we remind ourselves that, like them, each one of 
us can become infected.

As Partners Against AIDS together we pledge to pool our resources 
and to commit our brain power!

There is still no cure for HIV and AIDS. Nothing can prevent infection 
except our own behaviour.

We shall work together to support medical institutions to search for a 
vaccine and a cure.

We shall mobilise all possible resources to spread the message of 
prevention, to offer support to those infected and affected, and to de- 
stigmatise HIV and AIDS and to continue our search for a medical 
solution.

And so today we join hands in the Partnership, fully aware that our unity is 
our strength. The simple but practical action that we take today is 
tomorrow's insurance for our nation.

Accordingly, we pledge that wherever we meet and study, work and sing, 
play and enjoy one another’s company, we will protect ourselves and our 
partners against MIV arwl AIDS.

Together, as Partners Against HIV/AIDS, we can and shall win.

I have asked for your time to listen to this urgent message because there 
is no other moment, but the present, to take action!

I thank you for your attention and urge you to ACT NOW!

Salvation Anny’s Eth«mbciu Children’s Hom«
Johannesburg

October 9, 1998

S’.
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NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS

FAX COVER SHEET

NATIONAL |From: JIM BABBITT

SECURITY PJTo: Todd Summers - Office of National aids Policy
1 Erica Barks-Ruggles - NSC-Africa

i

I Roscoe Moore - hhs/bnc Health WG 

pFax Number: 6-2438/6-9269/(301) 443-6288

AFFAIRS

17th & Penn, N.W.
Washington, D.C. iDate/Time; 091645L Oct 98
20504 |No. of pages to follow: 1

Did you get a complete, j
||Message: Attached is my draft of the Gore-Mbeki

clear transmission? If not, 1 letter related to Mbeki’s declaration of a Partnership
please call: 1 Against AIDS. Your comments welcomed. - Jim
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