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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASIHINGT ON

Cctober 22, 199y

Martina Arce
58 Gates Avenue
Brentwood, NY 11717

Dear Ms. Arcer

Fhank y ou so niucin jor Wi the Uie to e regadd g v oun dHcu siaaoon, L case olglhg
the delay in responding. 1 am encouraged by the number of people who have shown their
confidence in me by asking for assistance.

As you know, my personal commitment is to end the stigma associated with mental illness,
increase access to mental health care, and improve the quality of treatment. As a mother of four
children, I also am very concerned about the terrible tragedy of AIDS. Itis a very emotional
topic, and I admire you for your dedication to increasing awareness of this disease. You know so
well that controlling the spread of AIDS in our country is a very difficult challenge.

To obtain more information about AIDS and mental illness, contact the National AIDS Hotline
at (800) 342-2437. Or you may contact the New York branch hotline at (800) 541-2437. 1 have
also forwarded a copy of your letter to the Office of National AIDS Policy. They will be able to
further assist you with your questions.

Thank you again for writing. I truly appreciate you taking the time to share with me your
personal situation. I hope you situation is resolved satisfactorily.

Sincerely,

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



June 16, 1999

Mrs. Tipper Gere

White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Mrs. Gore:

["d like to take this opportunity to thank you for appearing on Oprah. 1 was debating if my letter would

make a difference because I'm at the end of my rope. After listening to your story, | felt ke vou could

understand my dilemma and you gave me the motivation to keep trying for Angel and the other children
that will follow.

I have enclosed a letter and article that | have written about how I became involved in the HIV community.
I’m hoping that after reading the enclosed material you might be able to understand my growing concern on
adolescents that are HIV+ and are beginning to learn to cope with being dually diagnosed with a mental
illness. This child had been in several foster homes before coming into our family. We believe he was
molested in one of these homes but have no written documentation as of yet. I have tried to retrieve his
files from the agency he was with but to no avail. Ms Warren from DOH is looking into this for me.

I do not know if there is anything you can do at this time but this is a big problem in our family now and is
growing in the country as more of these children live longer.

Thanking you in advance for you time and concern.
Sincerely, <
Enc:3 , Martina Arce

58 Gates Avenue
Brentwood, N. Y. 11717



AGENCY SPOILIGHT
I

THE DREAM TE

Up until June 1994, I had what I
constdered to be a pretty normal life. 1
had a husband, a 16-year-old son in pri-
vate high school, a 20-year-old son at
college, a house and I had just gone
back to work. Everything was going
pretty much the way I had planned. For
the first time in a long while I thought I
was okay. You must understand noth-
ing has ever come casy for me. I usually
have to do things two or three times
before it works. That’s the way it has
been for me ever since I can remember.
I always have plan B and C.

Then, in what seems like overnight
everything changed. I had a hysterec-
tomy, my husband’s job ended after 30
years and his brother and partner died
within a week of each other from
AIDS. My brother-in-law had adopted
three boys, then 6, 7 and 10-years-old.
With my brother-in-law’s death, the
boys became a part of my family. Two
of the boys were HIV positive, and one
had sero-converted by 18 months. At
the same time, my 20-year-old came
home with his gidfriend and told us
they were pregnant. We went from a
family of four to a family of nine in a
few months.

1 was always very involved with my
sons, their friends and my family in
every aspect. I easily put more than
20,000 miles a year on my car trans-
porting my sons and their friends to
practices and games, etc. I thought, “I
can handle having three more boys.” I
figured - no big deal. Thank God for
that training, but I didn’t know how or
where to get started. I didn’t have any
connections that knew more than I
about caring for children with special
needs: Then, just like that, Helen from
Make A Wish called for one of the
boys. I told her about my situation. She

work!l

asked if I knew Dr. Nachman. She said
she was one of the best in Infectious
Diseases.

I made an appointment, expecting a
regular visit with a pediatrician. Well,
what a shock to enter the room and find
a pedatrictan, a neurologist, a social
worker, 3 nurses, a nutritionist and sev-
eral interns. What a team! I felt like [
was at Pathmark (one-stop shopping). I
walked out with a list of all of their
names with phone numbers, beepers to
be used 24 hours-a-day, whenever
needed and with hope, knowing 1
wasn’t doing this alone. They took me
under their wings and have guided me
from that day in September 1994 to
now. If I have a question about any-
thing even if it has nothing to do with
the boys, I know who can help me -
even if it is not in their job description.
So, when Dr. Nachman asked me for a
little favor like to talk to someone, go to
a2 convention (Wowl A wvacation.
“Yes.”), litde did I know what she had
in mind. I told her 1 don’t make
speeches or use microphones and I
cannot speak to large groups. She said,
“Don’t worry, you won’t have to do
anything, just listen.” I now know that
she had plans for me. She gave my
name to Kaitin Thomas. I joined
SPARC because Dr. Nachman asked. I
thought I owed her. She set me up.

My involvement with SPARC has led
me to sit on several councils, the Ryan
White Proposal Review Committee, at-
tend several conventions and work-
shops on AIDS, and to address a group
of foster parents that are caring for or
are considering caring for a child with
HIV. Through them I've leamed that

the boys have rights and that I can
make a difference if I speak for them.

Dr. Nachman and her team believe
in me and they made me a believer.
When 1 make 2 suggestion not only do
they listen, they hear me. For example,
how about affected siblings? How do
we handle their needs? Everything was
on the mfected boys and the little
brother was always left out. How about
a support group, etc.? So, they hired an
Art and Play therapist. When we
couldn’t get to her, she came to us. I
was given Barry Feldsteins’ name from
PWAC. The three boys now go every
week to a support group there. They are
picked up at home and delivered back.
This gives me R & R for a couple of
hours that I didn’t think I needed. Boy,
was I wrong! I love it and so do the
boys. The oldest boy has become a Peer
Educator for Positive Young Minds.
This was a child who always tried to
hide his face and make himself invisible.
The younger boy was able to go to
summer camp with his brothers. Origj-
nally, it was for infected children only.
This helped the boys bond for the first
time and no one was singled out. That’s
Powerl

* . I've met many, many people from

different agencies that work together
and have helped me in my quest to
make the boys live as normal as possi-
ble. For example, I had been driving the
boys to the city every week to their
therapist for the last four and a half
years. In the beginning, I felt it was nec-
essary to keep at least one thing from
their past constant if I was going to
make a difference in their lives. Now [
wanted to stay closer to home. But
where? Whor I saw Barry at a meeting
and spoke about the boys as we always
do. I asked him, “Do you know of



someone who can give the same kind
of services that I am getting in the
city?” He said, “Sure. Let me get back
to you.” 1 sat down and ten minutes
later he introduced me to Maria Mez-
zatesta from FEGS. The boys are now
going to FEGS once a week and love
it.

I made an appointment,
expecting a regular visit
with a pediatrician. Well,
what a shock to enter
the room and find a
pediatrician, a
neurologist, a social
worker, 3 nurses, a
nutritionist and several
interns. What a team!

“These services are available to us
even though we may not qualify be-
cause of our income, but through the
hard work of so many people, the boys
aren’t penalized.

I had no clue of all the services that
are available until I received SPARC’s
Directory. Most of these services I
don’t need now. I hope I never will.
But it’s great to know it’s out there.

I would like to end this by telling
you that I have been able to do this
because I found people who listened.
They asked me about the boys needs
and wants. They have included me in
all decisions because I'm their mother
and I know them better than anyone.
They are the best at what they do and
together the boys win. Thank you,
Sharon Nachman, Kaitlin Thomas and
the Stonybrook team for giving me the
opportunity to realize that this is what
I wanted to do and didn’t know it. I’ve
found that I love doing all this work
because ’'m not only giving back to the
community for all of my blessings, but
I get gratification and peace of mind.

So, if you feel you need a pick-me-
up, get involved. It works miracles!
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Legal guardian to two boys who receive medical care at the Pediatric AIDS Center at Stony Brook
(SPARC is based out of this center) (1994-1999)

Take an active role in the medical management of Angel & Joel at Stony Brook (1994 — to present)

Attended SPARC Consortium meetings (1996 — 1997)

Nominated for and clecied o SPARC Steering Council (1996 1o Present). responsible for overseeing
the development, implementation and evaluation of the project.

Participated in several of the SPARC focus groups that identified needs of HIV infected and affected
women, children and adolescents in Suffolk, prioritized these needs, and recommended solutions (1996
& 1998)

One of the focus group recommendations (suggested by other moms and me) was to develop mental
health services for HIV positive (and aflected) children. In response, Pediatric AIDS Center and
SPARC staff drafted a proposal for Ryan White Title | funding to support the hiring of an art and play
therapist for HIV Positive children who would also conduct support groups and plan socia!l and
recreational programs for the children. This project received initial funding in 1996 and was refunded

in 1997 & 1998

Attended national Ryan Whited Title [V conference (1995) with project staff

Represented project at Institute for Family Centered Care Conference (1997) on parent-professional
collaboration (only families, no providers, were invited to attend)

Nominated for and appointed to regional Ryan White Title 1 Planning Council (1996 — to Present),
responsible for regional planning efforts and developing funding priorities

Service on the Comprehensive Services Plan Development Committee for Nassau-Suffolk (1996 — to
Present)

Nominated for and appointed to Ryan White Title | Project Review Committee (1997), responsible to
making recommendations to the County Executives of Nassau and Suffolk on which proposals were
worthy of funding

Attended & Spoke at the Association for the Care of Children Health 32™ Annual Conference (1997)

Interviewed by Newsday for an article that they ran about the problems I foresee now that children are
living longer and how are the boys dealing with their diagnosis (1998)

Nominated for & appointed to Nassau-Suffolk HIV Care Network (1998)

Attended and Spoke at the Foster/Adoptive Parent Training Seminar at Fashion Institute of
Technology in New York City workshops for the Center for Development of Human Services SUNY
Research Foundation, Buffalo State College (1998)

Attended [-95 Title | EMA Conference, Briarcliff, N.Y. (1998)

Wrote an article for C. A. R. E. (Consumer Advocacy Resource Exchange) Newsletter, which will
appear in the Winter/Fall 1999 issue.




Attended & spoke at the monthly meeting of Social Workers of Nassau & Suffolk Counties about
PWAC” group that the boys attend (Positive Young Minds)

May 22, 1999 — May 25, 1999 attended Aids Policy Center Voices 99 conference in Washington,
D.C.
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Junc 16, 1999

Mrs, Tipper Gere

White Hoase

1600 Pennsyl vania Avenne
Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Mrs. Gore:

1°d ke w take this apporiunity to thank you fur appcaring 00 Oprah. | was debaring if my letter wonrld
eaake 2 diffcrence becauss P'm at the end of my rope. After fistening to your story, 1 felt like you could
understand my dilemuua and you pave me {he motivation to keep INIOA for Angcl and the other children
that will foliow.

1 have enclosed 2 letter and crdcle (hat T have writen it how 1 became involved in the HIV commaunity.
{°m hopin Ut after reading the aiclosed material you might be able 1 underatand my growing concern ari
adolescenix that are FIV+ il are boginning o leain to 06p9 with tring dually diagnined with menul
flness  This child had texnt in scycral foster homes betore coming into our family. We believe he was
melested in one of these homes but have na wnition documuantation ws of yet. 1 have tricd to retrievr: his
Files from the agency he was with but 1o no avail, M Wanen from DOH is 1ooking into this for me.

I donat know if there 13 anythiny, you. €0 do st this fime but this 182 big problern in our fumily pow and is
growing in the country 8s more of thesc chitdren live: lenger.

Thankiup, you in advance fir you time and ooncerm.

Sincerely, <

Drandeo

Ene3 . Mertina Arce
58 Gales Avenue
Breniwood. N. Y. 11717
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| AGEN CY SPOTLIGH!

Mrs. Gore’s Office

THE DREAM TEA

Up vntil June 1994, T had what I
considered to be a pretty noomal life. 1
had & husband, 2 16-year-old son i pei-
vate high school, 2 20-ycar old son at
college, a house and 1 had just gone
back to work. Everything was going
pretty much the way 1 had planned. For
the Grsr time in 2 long while 1 thoughr 1
wasg okay. You must understand noth-
ing has ever comc ¢asy for me. T usually
have to do.things two of theee Hmcs
betore it works. That's the way it luas
heen tor me ever sice | can remember.
1 always have plan Band C.

Then, in what seems hke overnight
everything, changed. 1 had 2 hysterec-
tormy, uvy husband’e job encled after 30
years and his brothet and parwier dicd
within 2 week of cach other from
AIDS. My brother-in-law had adopred
three boys, then 6, 7 and 1V years~olch.
With my brother-in-taw’s death, the
boyx Lccame a pact of 1y family. Two
of the bays were HIV positive, and one
had sero-canvested by 18 months. At
the same tune; my 20 year-old rame
home with his pirftiend and wld us
they were preguant. We went from 2a
family of fou to a Fanily of nine in a
few nionths.

1 was always very invnlved with my
sons, their friends and my family n
every aspect. 1 casily put mor than
20,000 miles u year on My CIr toNS-
porting my sons and their frends to
practices and games, et. 1 thought, “1
can handle having duwee more boys.” T
figared - no big deal. Thank God for
that training, but T didn’t kaow haw ot
where o got started. I didn'r Jrave any
connections that knew mwie than 1
about caring kar childeen with special
needs. Then, just like that, Helen from
Make A Wish called for one of the
bays. I told her ahout my situation. She

asked if | knew Dr. Nachman. She said
che was vne of the best in Tufectious
Disenses.

§ made an appointment, expecting a
regular visit with 2 pediatrician. Well,
what 2 shock o enter the coom and findd
a pediatrivian, 2 nevrologist, 8 social
worker, 3 nurscs, 8 nuegitionist and sev-
eqn) inteans. What o team! T (el like 1
was at Pathenark (onc-stop shupping). |
walked out with a list of al of thei
names with phone numbers, beepers 10
e uscd 24 hours-a-day, whenever
uceded and with hope, knowing 1
wasn’1 daing this aone. They took me
under dieir wings and have puded me
from that tlay in Scptember 1994 to
now. 1€ 1 lrave: a question about any-
thing even If it b nothing t0 do with
e boys, I know wha can help me -
even if it i3 not in their job deseription.
So, when Dt Machman asked me tor a
little Favor like to talk to somecne, g0 t0
a conventim (Wowl A vacation.
“Jes™, litte did T know what she bad
in mind. I ©oll het 1 don’® make
speeches or use wicrophones and I
cannat speak to large gruups. She said,
“Don’t wotry, you worr'l have to do
anything, just listen.” 1 now laiow that
she had plans for me. She pave my
pame to Kaithn Thomas. 1 joined
SPARC because Dr. Nachman asked. I
thought I owed her. She. set me up.

My involvement with SPARC has led
me  siL on several councils, the Ryan
White Proposal Review Commillet, at-
wad several conventons and work
shops on AIDS, and to address a group
of Foster (nicnts that are carng for or
are considering, caring for 2 child with
HIV. Through them I'vc leamed diat

o boys tmve rights and that 1 con
make a difference if | speak for them.
Dr. Nachman 2nd her team believe
in me and they made me a believer.
When 1 make a sugyestion not only do
they listen, they heas me. Fot example,
how 2bout affected siblings? How do
we handle their needs? Everything, was
o the infected boys and the Tide
brother was always left out. How aboul
2 support group, ete-? So, they hired 20
At and Dlay thempisi. When @
couldn'r yet to her, she came to U I
was given Nacry Feldgteints® nane from
TWAC. The thiec boys now g every
weck to 8 support group there. They e
Pk‘kr.d up at home amd delivered back.
This gives mec R & R fisr a couple of
hours tlat T didn’t think 1 needed. Boy,
wae 1 wrangl 1 Jove it and so do the
boys. The vldest boy hag become Peer
Fducator for Pusitive Young Mignls.
This was a child who aiways tied m
Lide his face and make himsclf inrvisible.
The younger boy was able to go to
cummer Lamp with his brothers. Ong-
nally, it was for intceted children only.
‘Jhis helped die hoys bond for the first
tine and no one was singied out. That's
Buwerl
~ Tve mect maay, many people from
different agencics that wurk ‘togethet
and have helped me in my squest 10
make the boys live as normal a5 possi-
ble. For example, T had been driving the
hays to the city evedy weck to their
dherapist for the last four and a half
years. In the beginning, I felr it was ncc-
eseary 10 keep at lcast one thing fram
their past constant if 1 was going, o
rmake 2 difference in theit lives. Nuw 1
waated w stay clozer to home. But
where? Who? T saw Barry at a meetiug
and spoke about the hoys a5 we alwnys
do. 1 asked him, “Du you know of

P.03-88
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soreonr who can give the same kind
ot sarvices that 1 am gelting in the
city” He suid, “Sute. Let me gpt back
fo you.” I sat down and ten mimutcs
later he introduved me to Maria Mez-
Jatesta trom FFGS. The boys are naw
gping to FEGS unce a week and love
i

[ made an appointment,

expecting a regular visit
with a pedl'atr.ician. Well,
what a shock to enter
the room and find a
pediatrician, a
peurologist, a social
worket, 3 nurses, a
nutritionist and several
interns. What a team!

These scrvices ae avalablc to us
even though we may not qualify be-
cause of mur income, but thruugh the
hard work ol so many peopl, the bogs
aten't penulized.

| had no chue Ll all the services duar
are available und! | reccived SPARC's
Directory. Most of thesc scevices 1
do't need now. 1 hope I never will.
But i's geeat o know it's out there,

1 would ¥ke 10 end this by tdling,
you that I have bren able to do this

hecause I found people who Itened.

They asked me about the boys needs
and wants. They have included me in
all decisions because I'm theie mother
and 1 know them better than anyonc.
They are the best at what they do and
together the hoys win. Thank yust,
Sharon Nachman, Kaitlin Thomas and
the Stonybrook tram for giving me the
apportunity to realiz: that this is what
[ wnted to do and didn't know it. I've
found that | love doing all this work
beruuse I'm nat only giving hack to the
comunnity foe all of my blessings, but
1 get granification and peace of mind.

So, if you feel you need 3 pick-me-
up, get invnlved. It works miracles|

Mrs.

Gore’s Office

P.04,83
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Mrs. Gore’s Office

Legal gusndian to two bovs whu receivg nedical care & the Pediatric AIDS Center at Stony Brook
(SPARC is based out of this cenier) (1994-1999)

Tuke an active role in the medicp] management of Angel & Joel at Stony Brook (1994 - to present)

Attended SPARC Cousartiug meetings (1996 — 1997)

Nocingted for and elected to SPARC Steerin 3. Camail (1996 -1 o Present), responsible fur overseeing
the development, implemcatation and evahmtion of the projecr.

Participated in soveral of the SPARC focug protips that \dentified needs of HIV iufected and affected
women, ulildren and adolescenrs in Suffolk, prioritized Wese nceds. and recommended solutions (1996
& 1998)

One of the focus group recommendations (suggested by other moms and me) was to develop mental
hewlth scrvices for HIV pusitive {snd affected) children.  In response, Pediatric AIDS Cemter and
SPARC staff drafied u jwoposal for Kyan White Title 1 funding w suppert the huring of an art and olay

remict for HIV Punitive children whu wmuald also conduct support groups and plan socinl and
recroational prugrams for the children. This projoct recalved tuirial fupding in 1996 xul was refunded
in 1997 & 1998

Attended natignal Ryan Whited Tiile TV gonterence (1995) with project staff

Represcnied project ot tnstitute- for_Family Centered Carg Contorence {1997) nn parent professional
wallaboration (oaly families, no prowiders, were invited to attend)

Naminated for and appaintcd to rogional Ryau_Whijg Title | Planning Council { 1996 — lv Prescnt),

responsible for regivnel plaming offorts and developing finding priuiies

Service on the Comynehengive Sexvices Plan Deyclopment Commilles fo Nassau-Suffolk (1996 — to
Present)

Nominated for und appointed to Ryan White Title 1 Project Review Commiltes, (1997), respensible to
making recommendations 0 the Crxnity Exccutives of Nussau and Suffolk an which proposals were
worthy of funding

Attended & Spoke at the Aggpciation for the Cure of Chyjidren Health 32™ Anpual Conference (1997)
Intervicwed by Newsday for an article that they ran about the problans 1 foresee now that children arc
living longer and huw arc the boys dealing with their diagnosis (1998)

Nominsted for & appeinted to Nassau-Suffolk HIV Care Network (1998)

Attended snd Spoke at the Fosier/Adoptive Parent Training _Seminer_at Pashivn_Ingfitote of
Techuulogy ig New Yok Cl wirkshops tor the Cermer for Devclopment of Humun Services SUNY
Rz ch Foundation, Buffulo State College (199%)

Attended 1-95 Tirle T EMA Conference, Briarciff. NY. (1948)

Wrote an aricle fiy C. A R E. (Consumer Advoocacy_Resoure: Exghongc) Newsletter, which will
appesr in the Wintcr/Fall 1999 jgsue.

P.a7/08
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e Amnended & spoke at the monthly meetjng of gmm__wwkm of Nas‘suu & Suffolk Counties about
PWAC’ gronp that the boys mtrend (Positive Young Minds)

o May?22, 1999 May 25, 1999 altended Aids Policy Center Voices *99 conference in Washington,
D.C.

TOTAL P.©8
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THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASHINGTON

October 20,1998

His Excellency

Thabo Mbski

Executive Deputy President

of the Republic of South Africa
Pretoria

Dear Thaba:

| read with great interest and a sense of shared concern your declaration on the
occasion of the launching of the Partnership Against AIDS. Your call to action is not
only important for South Africa, but also as an inspiration for all of Africa.

Qver the last fifteen years, our nation has worked diligently to stop the spread of
this devastating disease, to support research for effective HIV therapeutics and a
preventive vaccine, and to remind all citizens that, together, we must combat this
epidemic. Educators and activists, members of religious and civic groups, business and
labor organizations, and tens of thousands of other men and women with a shared
concern have all been part of our response to this disease. | am confident that your
address to the people of South Africa helped generate the same broad societal support
that has been essential to our own advances.

As you recall, in July 1997, within the framework of the Binational Commission,
we announced a $10 million USAID funded project to support the Ministry of Health's
AIDS program. It's our hope that this project will significantly contribute to the
attainment of the goals of your finalized national AIDS strategy. In addition, the
President recently asked Sandra Thurman, our National AIDS Policy Coordinator, to
travel to South Africa, at your government's convenience, to discuss the manner in
which the United States can further support South Africa’s efforts.

| join with you in mourning the lives of so many who have already been lost and look
forward to our continued work together to protect those who remain at risk.

Sincersly,

Al Gore
AG:jb

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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EMBARGOED UNTIL FRIDAY, 9 OCTOBER 1998: 12.15

ADDRESS BY DEPUTY PRESIDENT
THABO MBEKI.

DECLARATION OF PARTNERSHIP AGAINST AIDS.

President Mandela has asked me to address you on his behalf. I
am honoured to be able to do $O.

DECLARATION

HIV/AIDS is among us.

It is real. It is spreading,

We can only win against HIV/AIDS if we join hands to save our
nation..

For too long we have closed our eyes as a nation, hoping the
truth was not so real.

For many years, we have allowed the HI Virus to spread, and at
a rate in our country which is one of the fastest in the world.

Every single day a further 1 500 people in South Africa get
infected. To date, more than 3 million people have been
infected.

THE DANGER IS REAL
Many more face the danger of being affected by HIV/AIDS.

Because it is carried and communicated by other human beings,
it is with us in our work places, in our classrooms and our
lecture halls. :
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It is there in our church gatherings and other religious functions.

HIV/AIDS walks with us:It travels with us wherever we go. Itis
there when we play sport. It is there when we sing and dance.

Many of us have grieved for orphans left with no one to fend for
them. We have experienced AIDS in the groans of wasting lives.
We have carried it in small and big coffins to many graveyards.

At times we did not know that'we were burying AIDS victims.
At other time we knew, but chose to remain silent.

And when the time comes for each one of us to make a personal
precautionary decision, we fall prey to doubt and false
confidence. We hope that HIV/AIDS is someone ¢lse’s problem,

CHANGING OUR WAY OF LIFE

HIV/AIDS is not someone else’s problem. It is my problem It is
your problem.

By allowing it to spread, we face the danger that half of our
youth will not reach adulthood. Their education will be wasted.
The economy will shrink. There will be a large number of sick
people whom the healthy will not be able to maintain. Our
dreams as a people will be shattered.

HIV spreads mainly through sex.
You have the right to live your life the way you want to.
But I appeal to the young people, who represent our country’s

future, to abstain from sex for as long as p0°51ble If you decide
{0 engage in sex, use a condom,
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In the same way, ] appeal to both men and women to be faithful
to each other, but otherwise to use condoms.

PARTNERSHIP -

The power to defeat the spread of HIV and AIDS lies in our
Partnership - as youth, as women and men, as business people,
as workers, as religious people, as parents and teachers, as
students, as healers, as farmers and farm workers, as the
unemployed and the professwnals as the rich and the poor - in
fact, all of us.

Today, we join hands’in this Partnership Against HIV/AIDS,
united in our resolve to save the nation,

As Partners Against AIDS, together we pledoe to spread the
message!

Everyday, every night - wherever we are - we shall let our
families, friends and peers know that they can save themselves
and save the nation, by changing the way we live and how we
Jove. We shall use every opportunity openly to discuss the issue
of AIDS.

As Partners Against AIDS, together we pledge to care!

We shall work together to care for those living with HIV/AIDS
and for the orphans. They must not be subjected to
discrimination of any kind. They can live productive lives for
many years.

They are human beings like you and me. When we lend a hand,
we build our own humanity, and when we remind ourselves
that, like them, each one of us can become infected.
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As Partners Against AIDS, together we pledge to pool our
resources and to commit our brain power!

There is still no cure for HIV and AIDS. Nothing can prevent
infection except our own behaviour.

We shall work together to support medical institutions to search
for a vaccine and a cure. We shall mobilise all possible
resources to spread the message of prevention, to offer support
to those infected and affected, to destigmatise HIV and AIDS
and to continue our search for a medical solution.

And so today we join hands in the Partnership, fully aware that
our unity is our strength. The simple but practical action that we
take today is tomorrow’s insurance for our nation.

Accordingly, we pledge that wherever we meet and study, work
and sing, play and enjoy one another’s company, we will protect
ourselves and our partners against HIV and AIDS.

Together, as Partners Against HIV/AIDS, we can and shall
win.

I have asked for your time to listen to this urgent message
because there is no other moment but the present, to take action!

I thank you for your attention and urge you to act NOW!

9 October, 1998.

TOTAL P.@5
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October 9, 1998

His Excellency

Thabo Mbeki

Executive Deputy President
of the Republic of South Africa
Pretoria

Dear Thabo:

| read with great interest and a sense of shared concern your declaration on the
occasion of the launching of the Partnership Against AIDS. Your call to action is not
important only for South Africa, but also for inspiring action throughout Africa, _

has been wirlcny diliqeatly anthe cfuorts

Over the last fifteen years, our nation has-been-at-the-forefrent-of-the-effor to
stop the spread of this devastating disease, to support research for effective HIV
therapeutics and a preventive vaccine, and to remind all citizens that together we must
combat this epidemic. Educators and activists, members of religious and civic groups,
business and labor organizations, and tens of thousands of other men and women with
a shared concern have all been part of our response to this disease. | am confident that
your address to the people of South Africa will help to generate the same broad societal
support that has been essential to our own advances.

As you recall, in July 1997, within the framework of the Binational Commission,
we announced & $10 million USAID funded project to support the Ministry of Health’s
AIDS program. It's our hope that this project will significantly contribute to the
attainment of the goals of your finalized national AIDS strategy. In addition, the
President recently asked Sandra Thurman, our National AIDS Policy Coordinator, to
travel to South Africa, at your govemment'’s convenience, to discuss the manner in
which the United States can further support South Africa’s efforts.

[ join with you in mourning the lives of so many who have aiready been lost and look
forward to our continued work together to protect those who remain at risk.

Sincerely,

Al Gore
AGjb
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Meropa Communications (Pty) Ltd
Registration No. 96/12091/07
Public Relations and Communnications
A Bell Pottinger & Mann Company

6" Floor, The Forum, Maude Street, Sandton Square
P O Box 781051, Sandton, 2146
Tel: (011)784-1008 Fax: (011)784-1009

FACSIMILE
Attention : Mr Summers
Fax : 091-202-456-2438
Subject : Partnership Against AIDS
From : Sonti Maseko
Date : October 9, 1998 Number of pages (Including cover:) 5 only

Dear Mr Summers,

Please find herewith the Declaration read by the deputy president, Mr Thabo
Mbeki, on behalf of president Mandela at 12 noon on Friday October 9, at the
occasion of the launch of the Partnership Against AIDS.

We thank you for your interest and should you require more detail, please
call.

Regards from Mr Faizal Dawjee.

SONTI MASEKO
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Record Type: Record

To: aross @ usaid.gov @ inet

cc:
Subject: Draft VPOTUS Letter

Dear Mr. Deputy President:

The purpose of this letter is to offer the American people’s continued support for
your crusade against HIV and AIDS. The international dimensions of this disease are
devastating, particularly for our youth. Around the world, more than 1 million children
are living with HIV and AIDS. Twelve hundred children die of AIDS each day, even as
1,600 more become infected with HIV. Your call to action is important not only for the
future of South Africa, but also for inspiring action by the rest of the world.

Over the last fifteen years, our nation has been at the forefront of the effort to
stop the spread of this devastating disease, to design strategies that help to stop the
spread of this deadly virus, and to remind all citizens that together we must fight AIDS.
Thanks to increased attention and resources we have made great strides, but there is
still much more to do.

We have mounted an aggressive initiative to develop a vaccine for HIV in
cooperation with other nations. This work is critically important to our goal of bringing
an end to the AIDS epidemic once and for all both here and across the globe.

During the July, 1997 meeting of the U.S.-South Africa BiNational Commission,
we announced the creation of a $10 million USAID-funded project to assist the South
African government in combating AIDS/HIV. | recently asked our National AIDS Policy
Coordinator Sandra Thurman to travel to South Africa at your convenience to discuss
ways in which the United States can further support your country's anti-AIDS efforts.
No nation can afford the toll HIV and AIDS continue to take on our societies. We must
mount a global education campaign to first slow and then halt the spread of this terrible
epidemic.

| am confident that your recent address to the people of South Africa will
generate the broad societal support that has been so essential to our own successes.
Educators and activists, members of religious and civic groups, business and labor
organizations, and tens of thousands of other men and women of goodwill have all
been a part of the national response to this disease and have extended a helping hand
to those living with HIV and AIDS.



You have our continued commitment to work in solidarity with you and the
people of South Africa to care for those that are living with HIV and AIDS, to promote
prevention and education programs that can stop the spread of this disease, and to
work together toward finding both a cure and a vaccine. We join you in mourning the
lives of so many who have already been lost, and in doing all that we can to protect
those who remain at risk.

ALBERT GORE

Mr. Thabo Mkebi
Deputy President of the Republic of South Africa
Pretoria
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t¢ eangage in sex, uge a condom.
In the same way, T appeal to both men amd women to be faithful
to aach other. butr orherwime to use Sondolms.

PARTNERSHIFR

The peowar to defeat the spread of HIV and AIDS lies in our
Fartnerzhip - as youth. as women and men, ag business psepls, as
vorkers, as religicus pecple, ar parents and teachers, =s students,
az healers. as farmers and farm workers, 3T the unemployed and Che
professionals. as the ric¢h and the pooxr - in fack, all of us.

Today, we join hands in thls Partnerghip Ageinse HIV/AIDS.
unirved in our reselve to save the nation. .

As Partners Rgainsr AIDS. rogether we pledge to spread cthe
mezgage! ' .

Everyday every night - wherever we axe - we shall let our
families, €riends and peers know that they cap save themselves and
save the pation, by changing the way we live and how wz lova,. We
£hall use every opporrunity openly to discuse the issue of AIDS.

As Partners Against AIDS, together we pledge ta carel

We shall work togethar to caxe for these living with HIV/ATIDS
_ apnd for the oxphans. They must not be subjecwed to” discrimination of
any kind, They ean live productive lives for many vears.
They are human beingg like you and me. When we lend a hand, wa
build our own humanity. and when we remind oursslves CThat, like
them, each one of us can become infected, ' .

AS Par=n=res Against AIDS. together we pledge to poel our
resources snd o commit our brain poWer!

There is still ne cure for HIV and AIDS. Nothing ean prevent
infeeeien esxcept our own behaviour.

Wa shall work togeThay to support medical imstitutions tTo search
for m wvaccine and a cUre. We ghall mobilize all possible rassources
to gpread The message of prevention, to offer support to those
infectad and affected, te destigmatige HIV and AIDS and to cantinue
our gearch fer & medical solutioen. .

and zo today we join hande in the Partmership. fully aware Thatb
our unity is our stremgth. The gsimple but practical asCicon rhat we
wake today is tomorrow'sz jinsursnce fer our nation. :

Accerdingly, wa pledge that vherever we meer and study. work and
sing, play and cnjoy ome anether's company, we will protect
ourgelves snd our partmrers againat HIV and AIDS. .

Together, as Partners Against HIV/AIDS, we c<an and shall win.
I heve asked for your time to listen to this urgent message

becauge there is No ether moment buc the presant, te Ceka actisn.
I thank you for your actentlon and urge you to act NOW!

9 Qcbteober, 1998

Enda /sas/avh

10s089/98 10-23
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ADDRESS RY DRpumy PRESIDENT THADRO MBEXI
DECLARATION OF PARTNERSHIP AGAINST AIDS

———-————————-—»—--—-.----—--_--_—-~q__—-

President Mandaels has asked me to address you o lLiim behalr.
&M henourxed to he able te ds so, .

DECLARATION

HIV/AIDS is among ue,

It 5 real, It im spreading X

We can only win againec HIV/ATDS 12 W8 join hends we save our
naticn.

Per teo leng we hove cloged Our ayes as a nation. boping the
LZuth was nez =c Zeal .,

| For many Yeary, wa have allowad tha HI Virug S% Spread, and atr g

rate iu ouy counery which is one ef the foscest in the world.

Every single day o further 3 500 peepla in Soyen Africa gew .
infacred. Yo data, merze than 3 million buocple have baan infecred,

THE DANGEP. TS REAL

Yeuy more face the dangar or being affected by RIV/AIDS,
Bacouge it {s carried and communicated by other human heings, i
©is with up in QUL Work places, i NI classtrooms and YUz lectyre
hells.

It is there im our church gatherings and other realigious
funcrions,

HIV/AIDS walkn with ug, 2e tXavals with ue wheraver wa ge. It is
thare when we Play sporz, Ie ip there when we sing and dapce.

Many of ue have griaved for orphans left with no one to fond for
them. Wa have oxperienced AIDE in zhe groans of waating lives, wy
have carried it inm small and big eoffing to many graveyards.

Rt cimaz wg dqid not kmow that ye wera burying AIDs victims. ae
other cime wam knew, bue chose To Tamgin silent. i

- And when the time comea for each oge of ug to make a pergopal
Flrecautionary deciglon, we fmll Prey to doubt and falge confidancg,
Wa hiope that MIV/aThs ig @omecne elze's problen. i

CHANGING QUR WAY OF LIFy i

HIV/AIDS is not bemecna mlte’'s pranienm. Ze is nmy problam, It is
yYour problem. !

By allewing it to Spredd, we face the danger that half of our
youth will nor reaeh adulcheod. Their education will he WABtQd, The
econohy will shrink, There will ba a large numher of gick paeple
wvhom the haslthy will net be ablae te mainkain. Qur dreams an g
People will Lg shattared, )

HIV spreadsg malnly rhrough sex.

You haveg the right to 1ive Your life the way you want o,

But I appeal te the young People, yho reprasent our country‘sg
future, to skgcain from dex for as long as pessiblae. It you Gecide
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SV WRgeye An fmx, Uga pa condon.

In the sams YAY., T appeal to both men gnd Women to bew faithfy]l
Lo aach othar. hbue otherwise po ure condomg.

PARTNERSHTP

The powaxr to dafaat tha spread of HIV and AIDS lies in our
Paytnurship - ag YOuth. as women and men. as bumineas Pnaople. a3
worxkKers, as raligicus People, ay parencs and teachers, as students
&2 healers. aw farmers and farm werkazg, at ctha unerploved ang tre
profeseionals. s the rich and the poar - i fact. all of ug.
Today, we doin hands in this Partnership Agaimar HIV/AIDS. 4
uniiced in eur rTezolva to gave the nation,

Az Partners Againge ATDS. Cogecher we Pledga to mpread the
message|

T T

[ e X

Everyday evaezy night - wheravay We are - we shall let our
families, frienas and peers know that they can save themaelves and
¢ave the nation, by changing the way we live and how we love. wWe
shall use oavery oPportunicy openly teo discusm the issue of a1ps,

- R e T L <

it e = T
SRR AT R T P T T Tl e AR
R z RSN RN Rk i S e ==

AR Partnerx Againme AIDS, togethar we Pledge to =arel

We shall work Cogether te care for thoze living wich HIV/AIDS
and for the erphane. They must not be Subincced ta discriminacion of
any kind. They ean live productive lives for mapy vears.

They are human bainge 1ike You snd me. When ws lepd o hand, we
huild our own humanicy. and when wa remind ourgelves that, Jlike
them, each eonm ©of uB can haeoms infecred, ' .

A® Partnera Againac AIDS, tegether wg Pledge to pool our
TeEoUYCes and to conmit °our brain power '

Thare {5 $till gns cure for HIV and AlIDS. Nothing can prevent
infeccion eXCept our own behavieyr.

We ghall work togorher no Bubpant medieal institytions e seareh
for a vaccine and a Cure. We shall mobilige &ll poseikim resourcea
te sprecd ths Tessage of Prevention, to offer SUupport to those
infacted and affected, o degtigmatise HTV and AIDS and te continue

And sc teday we Join handg in the Partmership, fully awvare that
our ynity ig our BSrangch. The simple but practical acclon that we
take today ig tomezraw'yg lneurance fer our natien. .

Accoxdingly, we pledge that wharever we meer and study, work and
sing, play and enjoy one ancther's Sapany, we will proseet
curselves and eyr PATERnOrs againgt HIV and AIDs. :

Together, 29 Parrtners against HIV/AIDS, we ean and shall win.
I have amked for your cime to listen to this urgen: nesrage

because thers 12 ne other moment dut ehe Present, to take gctisn.
I thank you feor yeur attention angd Urge yeu to act NOW!:

3 Ocruober, 1398

Ends /mas/avh

10/09/98 10-29
48
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T § Dea/r\ President Mantela: Lo i w
E N ﬁ }W The purpose of this letter is to offer the American people’s ,{:suppo for the- Y™
(T TR crusadefyau are initatinglagainst HIV @nd AIDS. The intemational dimehsions of this -
< ~ S disease are devastating, particulalry salour yauth. Around the world, mjore than 1
ol ~ %’ million childrer are fiving with HIV and AIDS. Twelve hundred children|die of AIDS -
o 3 |each day, even as 1,600 more become infected with the HIV virus. Your call ta action
gigg & — | is important not only for the futurs of South Africa, but a|surin—its-inspiraﬁeﬂal-eﬁeaﬁer- v
4 4 | therestof the world. o ?‘,l_,,..»,a_mﬁmb& 3
v X X
»3 § = Over the last fifteen years, our nation has been at the forefront of the effort to
; =<2 | stop the spread of this devastating disease and fo develop effective medications to
i1 = < | prolong tha healthy li .Q%mase wha have been infacted by the virus, We have been
= successful on both the preventicn and the treatment fronts. Thanks to increased
— E funding for and attention to AIDS preventian measures, the incidence of new cases in
3 | the United States is esseritially stable, though in several sub-populations it is still
% E expanding. o
3% < We have also mounted an aggressive initiative to develop a vaccine for HIV in
cooperation with other nations. This work is critically important to our goal of bringing
2 § an end to the AIDS epidemic once and for all both here and across the globe.
e = i
3 J < +hevelasked my National AIDS Palicy Coordinator Sandra Thurman to trave
€ *S“% South Africa at your convenience to discuss ways in which the United States can
N ¥ syuppart your country’s anti-AlDS efforts. No nation can afford the toll HIV and AIDS
& continue to take on our sociefies. We must mount a global education campaign to first
%’7 slow and then hait the spread of this terrible epidemic.
3 .
3 As you address the South African nation today, | am confident that you will
~A generate the broad societal support that has been so essential to our own successes.
< Educators and activists, members of religious and civic groups, business and labar
{3 organizations, and tens of thousands of other men and women of goodwill have ail

been a part of the national rasponse to this disease and have extended a helping hand
to those living with HIV and AIDS.
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You have our continued commitment to work in solidarity with you and the
peaple of South Africa to care for those that are living with HIV and AlDS, to promote
prevention and education programs that can stop the spread of this disease, and to
work together toward finding both a cure and a vaccine. We join you in mourning the

/ lives of so mang{gf_our-eiﬁze_iﬁjuho have already been lost, and in doing all that we can
{o protect those who remain 3t risk.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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Record Type: Record

To: Todd A. Summers/OPD/EOP

cc:
Subject: No Subject

Dear President Mandela:

The purpose of this letter is to offer my support, and the support of the
American people, for your crusade against HIV and AIDS. As you know well, the
international dimensions of this disease are devastating, particularly on our
youth. Around the world, more than 1 million children are living with HIV and
AIDS. Twelve hundred children die of AIDS each day, even as 1,600 more become
infected with HIV. Your leadership is important not only for the people of
South Africa, but for the hope and action it will help to galvanize around the
world.

Over the last fifteen years, our nation has been at the forefront of
the effort to develop treatments that enable those who are suffering to live
longer and healthier lives, to design strategies that help to stop the spread
of this deadly virus, and to remind all citizens that together we must fight
AIDS and not people with AIDS. Thanks to increased attention and resources we
have made great strides -- but we still have more, much more to do.

We have also mounted an aggressive initiative to develop a vaccine for HIV in
cooperation with other nations. This work is critically important to our goal
of bringing an end to the AIDS epidemic once and for all both here and across
the giobe.

As you address the South African nation today, | am confident that you
will generate the broad societal support that has been so essential to our
own successes. Educators and activists, members of religious and civic
groups, business and labor organizations, and tens of thousands of other
men and women of goodwill have all been a part of the national response to
this disease and have extended a helping hand to those living with HIV and
AIDS.

| have asked my National AIDS Policy Coordinator Sandra Thurman to
travel to South Africa at your convenience to discuss ways in which the
United States can support your country's anti-AIDS efforts. No nation can
afford the toll HIV and AIDS continue to take on our societies. We must
mount a global education campaign to first slow and then halt the spread of
this terrible epidemic.

You have our continued commitment to work in solidarity with you and



the people of South Africa to care for those that are living with HIV and

AIDS, to promote prevention and education programs that can stop the spread of
this disease, and to work together toward finding both a cure and a vaccine.

We join you in mourning the lives of so many of our citizens who have already
been lost, and in doing all that we can to protect those who remain at risk.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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ADDRESS BY DEPUTY PRESIDENT
THABO MBEK]

CORRECTED VERSION - CHECK AGAINST. DELIVERY

DECLARATION OF PARTNERSHIP AGAINST AIDS

President Mandela has asked me to address you on his behalf. | am
honoured to be able to do so.

DECLARATION

HIV/AIDS is among us.

Risreal ltis spreadmg

We can only win against HIV/AIDS if we join hands to save our nation.

For too long we have closed our eyes as a nation, hoping the truth was not
so real.

For many years, we have allowed the H-l- Virus to spread, and at a rate in
our country which is one of the fastest in the world.

Every single day a further 1 500 people in South Africa get infected. To
date, more than 3 million people have been infected.
THE DANGER 1S REAL

Many more face the danger of being affected by HIV/AIDS.

Because it is carmied and transmitted by human beings, it is with us in our
workplaces, in our classrooms and our lecture halls.

It is there in our church gatherings and other religious functions.

HIV/AIDS walks with us. It travels with us wherever we go. It is there when
we play sport. It is there when we sing and dance.
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Many of us have grieved for orphans left with no one to fend for them. We
have experienced AIDS in the groans of wasting lives. We have carried it
in small and big coffins to many grave yards.

At times we did not know that we were burying people who had died from
AIDS. At other times we knew, but chose to remain silent.

And when the time comes for each one of us to make a personal

precautionary decision, we fall prey to doubt and false confidence. We
hope that HIV/AIDS is someone else’s problem.

CHANGING OUR WAY OF LIFE

HIV/AIDS is not someone else’s problérn. it is my problem. It is your
problem.

By allowing it to spread, we face the danger that half of our youth will not
reach aduithood. Their education will be wasted. The economy will shrink.
There will be a large number of sick pecple whom the healthy will not be
able to maintain. Our dreams as a people will be shattered.

HIV spreads mainly through sex.
You have the right to live your life the way you want to.

But | appeal to the young people, who represent our country's future, to
abstain from sex for as long as possible. If you decide to engage in sex,
use a condom.

In the same way | appeal to both men and women to be faithful to each
other. but otherwise to use condoms.

PARTNERSHIP

The power to defeat the spread of HIV and AIDS lies in our Partnership:
as youth, as women and men, as business people, as workers, as
religious people, as parents and teachars, as students, as healers, as
farmers and farm-workers, as the unemployed and the professionals, as
the rich and the poor —in fact, all of us.

Today, we join hands in this Partnership Against HIV/AIDS, united in our
resolve to save the nation.
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As Partners Against AlDS, together we pledge to spread the message!

Everyday, every night — wherever we are - we shall let our families, friends
and peers know that they can save themselves and save the nation, by
changing the way we live and how we love. We shall use every opportunity
openly to discuss the issue of HIV/AIDS.

As Partners Against AIDS together we pledge to care!

We shall work together to care for those living with HIV/AIDS and for the
children arphaned through AIDS. They must not be subjected to
discrimination of any kind. They can live productive lives for many years.

They are human beings like you and me. When we lend a hand, we build
our own humanity, and we remind ourselves that, like them, each one of
us can become infected.

As Partners Against AIDS together we pledge to pool our resources
and to commit our brain power! -

There is still no cure for HIV and AIDS. Nothing can prevent infection
except our own behaviour. :

We shall work together to support medical institutions to search for a
vaccine and a cure.,

We shall mobilise all possible resources to spread the message of
prevention, to offer support to those infected and affected, and to de-
stigmatise HIV and AIDS and to continue our search for a medical
solution.

And so0 today we join hands in the Partnership, fully aware that our unity is
our strength. The simple but practical action that we take today is
tomorrow’s insurance for our nation.

Accordingly, we pledge that wherever we meet and study, work and sing,
play and enjoy one another's company, we will protect ourselves and our
partners against HIV and AIDS.

Together, as Partners Against HIV/AIDS, we can and shall win.

I have asked for your time to listen to this urgent message because there
is no other moment, but the present, to take action!

[ thank you for your attention and ufge you to ACT NOW!

Salvation Axmy’s Ethérobeni Children’s Home
Johannesburg

Octaber 9, 1998
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Did you get a complete, """
clear transmission? If not,
[please cali: rAgainst AIDS. Your comments welcomed. - Jim
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