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NOTES OF FEBRUARY 7, 1997 MEETING WITH F EDERAL AGENCIES RE:
MANDATORY HIV ANTIBODY TESTING POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

The mecting was held at the Office of National AIDS Policy and was
convened by Patsy Fleming. The focus of the meeting was on mandatory HIV antibody
testing:  which Federal agencics perform such testing and why. Federal agencies
reporting at the meeting were:

¢ Defense Department
¢ State Department
¢ USAID

¢ Pcace Corps

Dr. Helene Gayle, of the Federal Centers for Discase Control and Prevention, also
participated in the meeting.

All of the agencies represented at the meeting perform mandatory HIV
antibody testing.

efense D

1. Basic policy on mandatory testing developed in 1985 and sustained since then
following policy reviews. The policy was developed after a recruit whose HIV
positive status was unknown to the military was given a vaccination. The initial
policy affected new recruits only; later expanded to include all active personnel.

2. The Department wanted the mandatory testing policy to be consistent with
policics on other diseases.

93]

Rationale for testing policy: see attached hand-out.

4. New applicants who test positive are referred to their local public health agency
for follow-up. '

5. Currently, less than 1,000 HIV positive individuals are on active duty.
6. “Difficult” issues:
¢ shoud all active duty HIV positive individuals be

tetired/separated from
duty?
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¢ the policy limiting overseas deployment of HIV positive
personne]

¢ effectively limits their career advancement. No study has been
done

¢ on the career advancement of HIV positive individuals vs. HIV
negative

- & individuals. Tt was suggested at the meeting that such a study

be conducted. :

a t

- Within the Foreign Service, a2 medical clearance is necded for ovcrseas

assignment. Such clearance includes an HIV antibody test. A process to appeal a
denial of worldwide clearance is available. WNo HIV positive individual has
sought a waiver from the medical clearance requirement.

Estimate of the number of people who have tested positive: less than 100.

Counseling is available to those who test positive. The Department is very
sensitive o jssues of confidentiality, according to the Medical Director.

Rationale for mandatory testing:
¢ potential exposure o high disease areas.

¢ potential assignment to areas with poor health care systems.
¢ maintain safety of “walk-in blood banks.”

USAID and the Peace Corps

1.

W

Both agencices policies on mandatory testing are similar to the State Department’s
policy.

For USAID, any testing of local employees is done on a embassy-by-embassy
basis.

. The Peacc Corps does not test stateside employees. HIV antibody testing began

in 1987. To date, no one has tcsted positive.

At the conclusion of the meeting, Ms. Fleming noted the need for

continued review of mandatory testing policies, in light of the advances in the medica)
treatment of HIV infection.

Prepared by Ronald Johnson.
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