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Tlie Presideni 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton:

As the Mayor and Chid of Police, we wTitejto convey our strong support for needle 
exchange programs opcraii in the City of ^ew Haven. Wc ur^e your Administration’s 
leadership on HIV prevenilon by supporting the local commimities who use needle 
exchange as an effective H V/aJOS prevention tactic by allowing federal resources to be 
allocated for ihis purpose i a community deiems it appropriaie.

Our programs have served \s a rutional moc^el for innovative approaches to the twin 
epidemics of HIV and substance abuse since 1990. We are proud of the success that our 
program has had. In fact, a landmark study by Yale University shows a reduction of HIV 
tninsmission annually per i apiia of 33 percent in New Haven. We are proud of our 
innovative efforts to reduce HIV infection ajid stand ready to continue to strengthen and 

maintain our program loca: ly. I

Working in parriiership. thi Mayor's Officej the health department and the police 
deparrment have been able to develop a needle exchange progr^ that works for New 
Haven. 'I he primary goal ooar program is jo prevent the spread of HTV among ouxdnig 
using population - keeping them safe from this deadly disease. Our programs also offer 
referrals to medical care, d: ug treatment and other social servicp, such as food, housing 
and support groups. I

i
Needle exchange has conir buted greatly to public health and public safety. Our police 
officers are grateful for the e.xchange programs because the of accidental needle 
sticks is reduced due lo reg .tlar capping of njeedles. Needle exchange itself encourages 
users to discard of needles: jroperly throughjthe exchange sites and not to leave those 
needles on the streets. New Haven is a saferjpiace today because of the community 
partnership developed ilifo igh the use of nepdle exchange.

fW 203.946.8'|200Jax 203.946.7683
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Wc that this compre lensive approach;io HIV prevention }3 effective and hope Out 
your Admmistrahoo will s jppon oux lifesaving methods by tllowing federzf resotuces to 
be used m New Haven - vd nationally • for[nccdIe exchange. We urge you to act quickly 
because lives hang in the biUnce. A strong public health ntessage supporting needle 
exchange and the neccssar* resources will demonstrate the coungeous. strong 
commitment that this Adm.njstration has for public health and public safety and for its 
most vulnerable citizens. i

Many (hanks for your cons .deration of this ihancr.

ChirtofPo
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The President 
The White Bouse 
Washindton, DC 20005

Dear Mr. President:
I a» writing to ask for your support for neodls 

exchange prograsis. and specificaXly. tor you to ^9* 
Secretary shalala of the Department of Health and Human 
Services to exercise her authority to allow federal^ ^ 
resources to be used for needle exchange in corounitles 
that need it. Needle exchange l6 supported by 
scientific evidence—federally funded reports indicate 
that needle exchange reducee HIV transnleslon and does 
not encourage drug use. In Baltimore, we have a model 
needle exchange program run by the Baltimore City 
Health Department and supported by my Department. He 
arc working together—as public health and public 
fiafety officlals--to ensure that no more families in 
Baltimore must face the devastation that AIDS brings.

Critic® of needle exchange have said that needle 
exchange programs are not supported by law enforcraont 
officials. 1 am writing to tell you that rn Baltimore 
that io not tho ease. The needle «xchengee have been 
well-accepted by the community (as% of Baltimore 
rceldente support needle exchange), and have had 
excellent cooperation with the Police Department. In 
fact^ wc have had only one call for assietanee during 
the period of operation of the exchanges. We ere 
seeing ‘hard core’ addicts get into—and stay—in drug 
treatment programs ae a result of their referrals, and 
wc support these drug demand reduction efforts.

In addition to reducing HIV tranemiseion by 
approximately 401 and providing clients with access to 
drug treatment, other benefit® of needle exchange are 
clear to us in Baltimore. Scientific evidence 
generated from our exchange programs shows us that

601 E. Favettk ST06»r Bactimoab. Maa^uand 21202 Apea Coob UlO-SSS-ZSZS
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discarded needles do not increase after the opening of 
a needle exchange—a welcone piece of news for officers 
walking the streets. We also know that the average age 
of a needle exchange client is 39 years old, therefore 
proving that we are not enabling youngeters to get 
needles--an outcome that I am especially grateful to 
know is true. I would never condone a program that 
promotes drug use among our children--and we know for a 
fact that needle exchange does not.

With 80% of cases of AIDS in Baltimore being 
related to injection drug use, wc had to put into place 
a strong action plan to halt HIV. Wc urge you to 
support federal funding for our efforts and the work of 
over 100 comaunitias across the nation utilizing needle 
exchange as part of HIV prevention. Supportive action 
of the Administration on needle exchange will clarify 
once and for all that the science has spoken—and that 
needle exchange is an effective intervention in the 
battle against the twin epidemics of HIV and substance 
abuse.

Sincerely,

Thona s lerconunlsslen^

Info Copy: Dr. Peter Beilenson
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The Honowbie Doflca Sholala 
Secretary. Department of Health and Humaa Services 
200 Independence Avenue. Room 615F 
Washinpoiv, D C 20201

Dear Secretary Shala^a:

I am writina to eiiprcss the Saa Francisco Police Department's support for the occdle 
exchange ^gram operated by the San Francisco AIDS Foundation «V Prevenuoa 
Project (SFAF HPP). as well as support cffoiU to el«imale oaiiat federal resmeuons oo 

funding of needle exchange programs.

In 1993 Mayor Ftanh Jordan declared a stare of emergency in San Francisco due to the 
skyrock-iing AIDS epidemic and began » fund San Francisco’s local exchange progr^ 
v»hich b nm- the largest in the nation. Since Its ineeptioo. this public hedth Ingram has 
conrinvicd to expand ^ixh the strong support of Mayor WilUe L- Brown. Jr. and the San 

Francisco Board of Supervisors.
A cooperative relationship has been developed bet«*en the Police Dej^ent and the 
SFAF HPP to ensure the raccess of the needle exchan^ program within the context ot 
law enforcement. The SFAF HPP has Informed the Dcpartmait of all sites for the r^le 
exchange. U 'nas provided training and education for offices so that they undetsta^ how 
the programs operate and can participate fully in this effective partnership of public 
health and public safety officials.. Individuals who provide staflau^rt at wchaage
sites present laminated cards to officen which immediately verify their role m the 
exch^ge process.

Of significant •.mpottaace to our ofBocra is the positive impact that needle excise has 
had on public safety. Officers report that needle sucks art less likely occur dunng 
routine "pat downs" because exchange syringes tend to be capped. This feci. In addibon
to removing dirty sy-nngts from the streets, thus xemoving p^tiaUy dangerous
biomedical waste from the cooununivy. and providing participants with reforaJs to health 
care and drog treatment programs certainly help prove that the nt^le exchange program 
is beneficial to the public health and safety in our eommumty. I MIy support the program 
and hope that the fcdcnil government through its efforts will join 'in feis partnership.

SuicerelY,

FREDflTLAU 
Chief of Police
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Tlie President 
The White House 
Washington, D C. 20500

Dear President Clinton;

As the Mayor and Chief of PoJice, we wxite |lo convey our strorjg support for needle 
exchange programs opcruii in the City of hJew Haven. We ur^e your Administration’s 
leadership on HIV preveniion by supporting the local commimitles who use needle 
e.\change as an effective H V/aJOS prevention tactic by allowing federal resources to be 
allocated for this purpose i a community d^ems it appropriaie.

Our programs have served is a naiiomHl moijei for innovative approaches to the twin 
epidemics of HIV and subi'ance abuse since 1990. We are proud of the success that our 
ptogram has had. In fact, a landmark study by Yale University shows a reduction of HIV 
tr;insmission annually per capita of 33 percent in New Haven. We are proud of our 
innovative efforts to reduc! HtV infection and stand ready to continue to strengthen and 
maintain our program loca ly, j

Working in parrnership. thi Mayor's Officej the health department and the police 
department have been able to develop a needle exchange progr^ that works for New 
Haven. The primary goal ooar program is jo prevent the spreajd of HTV among our drug 
using population - keeping them safe from this deadly disease. Our programs also offer 
referrals to medical care, d: ng treatment and other social services, such as food, housing 
and support groups. i

i
Needle exchange has contr buted greatly to public health and public safety. Our police 
officers are grateful for the e.\change progra/ns because the risk of accidental needle 
sticks is reduced due lo reg ilar capping of njeedles. Needle exchange itself encourages 
users to discard of needles iroperly throughjthe exchange sites and not to leave those 
needles on the streets. Nev. Haven is a saferjplace today because of the community 
partnership developed iliro igh the use of nepdie exchange.

fiorir 203.946.8'500/flx 203.946.7683
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Wc krow that this comprc lensive approach to HIV prevention js effective and hope that 
your Administratioo will ^ jpport our 1•fesa^o^g methods by allouring fedcrsi resources to 
be used in New Haven - xrd nAtionaUy • forjricodle exchange. W« urge you to act quickly 
because Itves hang in the bilance. A strong public health rnewage supporting needle 
exchange and the ncccssar • resources wjH demonstrate the courageous, strong 
commitment that this Adm nistrarion has for public health and public safety and for its 
most vulnerable citizens I ,

Many thanks for your cons .deration of this matter.

Mebin H. Wca 
Chief of Po ice
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The HoRoAble Oo<u» Shalala 
Secreoiy^ Depanxncm of Healta and Human Services 
200 Independence A>^nue S. Room 615F 
Washington, D.C 20201

Dear Secretary Shalala;

J am vi^riOM to cypress the San Francisco Police Department's support for the oeetUe 
exchange program operated by the San Francisco AIDS FesuDdatien HIV ProvenU<n 
Project (SFAF HPP). as well as support efforts to eliaunate oiirtot federal resmcttons on 

funding of needle exchange programs.

In 1993 Mayor FraaX Jordan declared a state of emergency in Saa Francisco due to the 
skYTOckcimg AIDS epidemic and began »fund San Francisco’s local eptchange progr^ 
vrhich b the largest in the nation. Stnee Us inception, this public health program has 
continued to expand v.itb the strong support of Mayor WilUe L- Brown. Jr. and the Son 

Fnuicisco Board of Supervisors.

A cooperative rolationsUip bas been developed bet>»«cn the Police Depanment and the 
SFAf HI-*P to ensure *die racccss of the needle exchange program within the coatexi of 
law cnforecmcni. Tlte SFAF HPP h« informed the Department of all sites for the f^le 
exchange. U has provided irainiivg and education for officer so that they undetst^ how 
the programs operate and can participate fully in this effective partnoahip of public 
health and public safety officials.. Individuals who provide staff support at t^ exchange 
sites present laminated cards to officers which immediately verier their role in the 

exchange process.
Of significant Imporuace to our officcra is the positive impart that needle exchange bas 
bad on public safety. Officers report that needle sticks art less likely to wc«r during 
routine **pat downs” because exchange syringes tend to be capped. This feci, in addition 
to removlog dirty synngts from the streets, thus removing potenuaUy dangerow 
biomedical waste from ihe community, and providing participants with refeirals lo health 
care and dmg troatmect programs certainly help prove that fee ocodle exchange progr«J 
,s beneficial to the public health and safety in our eonanumty- I fWIy support the program 
and hope that fee federal government through its efforts will join in feis partnership.

SlflcerelY,

FREDfTLAU 
Chief of Police
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HYPODERMIC NEEDLE EXCHANGE
The San Fi bbosco Dopanmeat of Public Health cvinestly fiiads a seedle excbasge prograim Id 
Saa Fraociixo. The program i$ ma by the Saa Fnaciseo AIDS Fouadatioa HTV Pieventi<»a 
Pioject (HI *P), with assistance from ^vention Point (PP). an all-volumeer group.

In 1993, M^or Frank Jordan declared a state of emergeocy due to the HIV epidemic. The city 
begna hja^Dg the program immediately diereafts and curTenUy provides over S200.Q00 for the 
purchase o 
HPP.

Cunemly.
aflfnrding-
sites to
almhftl

polity.

dFP operates at 10 sites around the city during 12 difiemot times each week, 
tt^Ar srhfrinlp arinted below. It is the policy of the SFPD to allow these exchange 

without interfereuce. Surveillance activity and the confiscation of needles, 
or other exchange supplies at or near the exchange sites are against Departmem

operate
wipes

Individuals 
The lamina

Mseday 
Tuesday 
Tuesday
Tvesisf Wedacs^ 
We

needles, alcohol wipes. bio-hazardoiB waste containers, and seveni Staff mansbeis at

staffing the needle exchange will have cards available to present to any police officer. 
!ed cards are pdnoed on bright yellow paper with red lenering.

W( 
Ihandsy 
Umads) 
Thund^ 
1hdrBda)i 
ftiday

Please diieet 
Project. 48

Civic Coder (sev Lsfcin St)
1384tb St (betwaaa Misaieu md Hewsd)
Webster (betweee Eddy Old Ellis)
Oubocc (between Churcb aed Market)
14ih St and Muiioa(aevlbe Afoiary)
T3M(h St (Beiwean Mision aed Reward)
EOn (Bear Taylor)
lenM md 9cd su* (Bayview/HuDiBr'a Poia)
Baacraft (near Keitb)
939 Valencia (sear 303i St) (For woisob nnty)
Healoek Alley (betweco PoM and Suaaf^Qc and Vm Rest)
13S4A St (Between MiMieo and Howard).

quesdons about die program to Pat Christen. SF AIDS Foundatioi^HIV Pievcntien 
-30S0. or Roslyn Allen, SFAF HIV Preveniioa Project. 861-6710 Cbeqjer 207*3506).

; CREED 
Acnng Chief of Police
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SAN FRANCISCO AIDS F0UNDA1 ION 

HIV PREVENTION PROJECT
PWoc «n-f 10 sn»0 Mullrtio (J.icd \Vi

mTODERNnc >T.F.mr F.xrn.x>f.f.

■m; S»« Fr»>ow U«*4Anhs< of ticahb CwffaiUy *«nds o iw-xlU- CNdMnpi pn-^-un ■> S»* Fr»«i»c» 
111 s pioffomis fuo byOi« S« Frunciw AIDS mv Frci-onion l>rojc« (liFyx 'vKb Miiaus
fri m ncx-iBtltiD Foirt (PP^ an all'VoI>cit<a'

I99J. M«iy« Ttank lorfw Axla^cd j «j»c «rc»«wrsa*cy iicto ihc HIV cpi^<e ITv: ciiy bc^ fnndm- 
ttk< pra^Riu inwnsduiiely Oicraifta' and Ckurtnly pw'xtta ovo* StOO.ObQ foy sfwpui\Jia*i: ot itosdlct, tlcchol 
<•( set. bi»4ite<udoui waac mtainaK. a>d acvtral itolTnua>beix .tl lIVl*.

CJmnrty. HPP <>pcraM» Jt to ibes traind il>c dy Ainne I? djllatottUM — 0 ix thopolicy e4‘
tfii StPU to tUoialhcsoeidvmgp »«»«»'opO*Cwitf«ouiii«afj«><x. SurvciU«ta.-»«li'-i»y sndtbo 
00 ifitcnim <if noodles. alcet<el wipa or «b<T d<iungo supplies n or tiar d'O cschsni^ .xia irc sg|iM 
D^sUdoxI policy.

IVnK- raft-r to SV'PD RuUelin 09&-m (dated n/1i/95t
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March 10,1998 

Sarah Scheduler 

Michael Meit

^ ***** ^ didn’t receive your message yesterdav I hone
ftat (his iDfomimoi, is »„( too hto. The contact persons who hale agreed to disln« 

their support of harm reduction/needle exchange in Boulder County, Colotodorare:

‘^'■"'“oMdVudr'’' **“''*■

George Epp, Boulder County Sheriff 303-441-4609

Alex Hunter, Boulder County District Attorney 303-441-3700

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance.

Michael Meit
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