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March 3, 1998

The President
The White House
Washiagton, D.C. 20500

Dear Peessdent Clinton: . !

As the Mayor and Chict of Police, we wnte -to coavey our strong support for needle
exchange programs opcratiag in the City of New Haven. We urge your Administration’s
leadershxp on HIV prevention by supporting the local communities who use needle
exchange as an effective H V/AIDS prevention tactic by allowing federal tesources to be
allocated for this purpose i ‘a community déems it appropniate.

Our programs have served 1s a national moqel for innovative approaches to the twin
epidemics of HIV and substance abuse since 1990. We are proud of the success that our
program has had. n {act, 2 landmark study b) Yale University shows a reduction of HIV
transmission annually per capita of 33 pcrccm in New Haven. We are proud of our
innovative efforts to reduce HIV infection and stand ready to continue to strengthen and
maintain our program loca:ly. !

Working in partnership. the. Mayor's Office! the health departm‘ent and the police
department have been able to develop a needle exchange program that works for New
tHaven. The pnmary goal o our program is ;o prevent the spread of HIV among our drug
using population - keeping them safe from this deadly disease. Our programs also offer-
referrals to medical care. d: ug treatment and other social servicgs, such as food, housing
and support groups. | '

I
Needle exchange has contr buted greatly to public health and pubhc safety. Our police
officers are grate{ul for the exchange programs because the risk of accidental needle
sticks is reduced due to reg alar capping of needles. Needle exchange itself encourages
users to discard of needles sroperly through; the exchange sites and not to leave those
needles on the streets. New Havenisa safenplacc today because of the community
partnership developed theo gh the use of ncpdlc exchange.

's
phone 203.946.8200 fax 203.946. 7683
$L5.i tred vve smpretsion is che uor{ o Kennzt <} Smith, & sudrnr ar Hill Ceneral.



We know that this comprc iensive approach;to KIV prevention }3 effective and hope that
your Administration will s ipport ows lifesaving methods by sllowing federal resources to

be used tn New Haven - ard nationally - for'needle exchange. We urge you 1 act quickly

begause lives hang in the balance. A strong public health message supporting ncedic
exchange and the necessar sesources will demonstrate the courzgeaus, sTong

comumitment that this Adm nistration has for public health and pudlic safety and for its
most vulnerable citizens |

‘&T\v ~
[
Meclvin H. Weaning

Chiéf of Police

: i
Many thanks for your cons deration of this mana.
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THOMAS €. FRADER
March 18, 1998 Police &

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20045

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing te ask for your support for neegdle
exchange programs, and specifically, for yeu to urge
Secretary Shalala of the Department of Health and Human
Services to exercise her authority to allow federal
gesourcaes te be used for needle exchange in communities
that need {t. Needle exchange i& supported by
scientific evidence--federally funded reporte indicate
that needle exchange reduces HIV tranenission and does
not encourage drug use. In Baltimore, we have a nodel
needle exchange program run by the Baltimore City
Health Department and supported by my Department. We
are working togather--as public health and public
esafety officials--to ensure that no more families in
Baltimore must face the devastation that AIDS brings.

Critice of needle exchange have said that needle
exchange programs are not supported by lav enfercement
officliala. I am writing to tell you that is Baltimore
that io not the case. The needle exchanges have been
well-accepted by the community (653 of Baltimore °
residents cupport needle exchange), and have had
excellent cooperation with the Police Department. 1In
fact, we have had only one call for assistance @uring
the period of operation of the exchanges. We are
geeing "hara core” addicts get into--and stay-—-in drug
treatment programs as a result of their referrals, and
we support these drug depand reduction efforts.

In addition to reducing HIV transmiseion by
approximately 403 and providing clients with access to
drug treatment, other benefits of needle exchange are
clear to us in Baltimore. Scientific evidence
generated frop our exchangs prograns Showe us3 that

601 E. FaveTre Stager Batnmoag, Masxviano 21202 Anea Cope 410- 396-2525
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The President
March 18, 1998
Page 2

discarded needles do not increase after the opening of
a needle exchange--a welcone piece of news for officers
walking the streets. We alse xnow that the average age
of a needle exchange client is 39 years old, therefore
proving that we are not enabling youngeters to get
needles--an outcome that I am especially grateful to
know is true. I would never condone a program that
promotes drug use among our children--and ve Xnow for o
fact that needle exchange does not.

With 80% of cases of AIDS in Baltimore being
rélated to injection drug use, we had te put into place
a strong aerion plan to halt HIV. We urge you to
support federal funding for our efforts and the work of
over 100 communities acrogs the nation utilizing needle
exchange as part of HIV prevention. Supportive action
of the Administration on needle exchange will clarify
once and for all that the science has spoken—-and that
needle exchange is an effective intervention in the
battle against the twin epidemics of HIV and substance
abuse.

Sincerely,

Commigsion

Info Copy: Dr. Peter Beilenson



POLICE DEPARTMENT

CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO
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orite Of POUCTE
The Honomble Doans Shalala

Secrerary. Deparunent of Healtts and Humaa Services
200 [ndependence Avenue. S.W., Room 6(5F
Washingroa, D.C. 20201

Dear Secretary Shalala:

] am weiting to cxpress the Saa Franciseo Police Department's support for the veedle
exchange program operated by the San Fraacisco AIDS Fouodation HJV Preventoa
Project (SFAF HPP). as well as support cfforts 1o cliqinate curent federal restnctions oo
funding of necedle exchange programs.

{n 1993, Mayor Frank Jordan declarcd a swate of emergency in Szn Fraacisco dus o the
skyrocksting AIDS epidemic and begaa w fund San Francisco’s local exchange progam
* which is now the largest in the nstion. Since lts inception, this public health program has

continued fo expand with the strong support of Mayor Willie L. Brown, Jr. and the Sen
Francisco Board of Supervisors.

A cooperative relationship bas been developed between the Police Deparunent agd the
SFAF HPP to cosure he success of the needle exchange program within the coatext of
{aw epforcement. The SFAF HPP has iaformed the Deparuncnt of all sites for e needle
txchange. It has provided training and education far officers so that they understand how
the programs operate and can participate fully in thig effective partnership of public
health and public safety officials. . Individuals who provide staff suppoct at the exchaage
sites present laminated cards to officers which immediately vetify their role in the
exchange process.

Of significant importasce to ous officers is the positive impest that needle exchange has
had on public safety. Officers report that acedle sticks arc less likety vo occur dunng
routine “pat downs" bezause exchange sycinges tend to be capped. This fact, in addivon
to rermoviag dirty syTinges from the strects, ttius removing potenually dangerous
biomedical waste froz the community, and providing participants with referrals to bealth
cure and drug treatment programs cartainly help prove that the noedle exchagge program
is beneBcial to the public heaith and salety in our community. | fully support the prograra
and hope that the federal government through its efforts will join in this partnership.

Siacerely,

FRED f{. LAU
Chicf of Palice
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March 3, 1998

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton: , |

As the Mayor and Chict of Palice, we wnite ito coavey owr stron;g support for needle
exchange programs opcratig in the City of New Haven. We urge your Administration’s
teadership on HIV prevention by supporting the local communities who use needle
exchange as an effective H V/AIDS prevention tactic by allowing federal resources to be
allocated for this puepose i 'a community deems it appropriate.

Our programs have sarved is a national model for innovative approaches to the twia
epidemics of HIV and substance abuse since 1990. We are proud of the success that our
program has had. n fact. 2 landmark study by Yale University shows a reduction of HIV
transmission annually per capita of 33 percent in New Haven. We are proud of our
innovative efforts to reduc: HIV infection and stand ready to continug to strengthen and
rnaintain ous program loca:ly. } :
Working in parmership. the Mayor's Office] the health depanmlent and the police
department have been able to develop a needle exchange program that works for New
Haven. The pamary goal o7 our program is {o prevent the spread of HIV among our drug
using population - keeping them safe from this deadly disease. Our programs also offer
referrals to medical care. d: ug treatment and other social servicgs, such as food, housing
and support groups. |

|
Needle exchange has contr buted greatly to public health and p'ublic safety. Our police
officers are grateful for the exchange programs because the risk of accidental needle
sticks 1s reduced due to regalar capping of n:eedles. Needle exchange itself encourages
users to discard of needles sroperly through the exchange sites and not to leave those
needles on the streets. New Haven is a saferiplace today because of the commumty
partnership developed tiro 1gh the use of ncedle exchange.

|

phone 203.946.8200 fax 203.946.7683

Cqr ired vt 1mpresion is the wort oj Kannzth Smnb, a lmlui.x ar Hld Ceneval.

!



|

|
Wc know that thus compre rensive appmu:h!lo HIV prevention §s effectuve and hope that
youws Administration will 31ppornt ows lifesaving methods Dy sllowing federal resousces to
be used tn Now Haven - asd nationally - for needle exchange. We urge you w0 act quickly
because lives hang in the balance. A strong public health message supporting ncedic
exchange and the necessar resources wil) demonstrate the coursgeous, song

commitment that this Adm rnustration has foc pudlic health and pudblic safety and for its
most vulnerable citizens. |

4bw~
|
Mclvin H. Weanng
Chieg{ of Police

i
Many thanks for your cons.deration of this matter.

.




POLICE DEPARTMENT

CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO

OMAS 1. CAMILL HALL OF USTCE

930 BRYANT STREET
SaN FRANCISCO. CAUFORNIA $6103
Masch 1, 1998
FRED R. LAV
Coricr OFf POUCT
The Honomble Doana Shalala

Secrerary. Deparunent of Healta and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue. S.W., Room 615F
Washingroa, D.C. 20201

Dear Secretary Shalala:

] am weting to cxpress the Sag Franciseo Police Department's support for the veedle
exchange program opcrated by the San Fraacisco AIDS Fousdation HJV Prcveatioa
Project (SFAF HPP). as well as support effoits to eliminate current federal resmctions oo
funding of needle exchange programs.

{n 1993, Mayor Frank Jordan declared s ste of emergensy in San Frascisco due to the
skyrocksting AIDS epidemic and begaa w fund San Francisco's local exchange progam
which i3 now the largest in the nation. Since lts inception, this public health progeam has
continued fo expand with the strong support of Mayor Willie L. Brown, Jr. and the San
Francisco Board of Supervisors.

A cooperative relationship bas been developed between the Police Deparunent and the
SEAF HPP t0 cosure e success of the needle exchange program within the coatext of
{aw enforcement. The SFAF HPP has iaformcd the Deparuncnt of all sites for the needle
exchange. It has provided training and education for officers so that they understand how
the programs operate and can partcipate fully in this effective partnership of public
health and public safety officials. . Individualy who provide s1aff support at the exchaage
sites present lamigated cards to officers which immediately vetify their role in the
exchange process.

Of significant importasce to our officers is the posiuve impact that needle exchange has
had on public safety. Officers report that ncedle sticks are less likely vo occur dunng
routine “pat downs" because exchange syringes tend to be capped. This fact, in addivon
to removing dify syninges from the streets, tius removing potenually dangerous
biomedica) waste from the communivy, and providing participants with referrals to health
care and drug treatraent programs cartainly help prove tat the ncedle exchagge program
is beneBcial to the pubdlic health and safcty in ows couununity. 1 fully support the program

and hope that the federal government through its efforts will join in this partersiup.

FRED 1. LAU
Chicf of Palice
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HYPODERMIC NEEDLE EXCHANGE

qmc'u:o Department of Public iieultb currently finds a geedle exchange program w

- The program i¢ run by the San Francisco AIDS Foundation HIV Prevention

Project (HPP), with assistance from Prevention Point (PP), an all-volunieer group.

In 1993,

or Fraak Jordan declared a statc of emergency due to the HIV epidemic. The city

began funding the program immediately thereafier and currently provides over $200,000 for the
purchase of needles, alcobol wipes, bio-bazardous waste containers, and several staff members at

HPP.

Cl.l.l'l'ultly.|

alcohol wi
L policy.

operates at 10 sites around e city during 12 different times each week,
joted belaw. It is the policy of the SFPD to allow these exchenge

sites to opé-m without interference. Surveillance activity and the confiscation of acedles,

or other exchange supplies at or near the exchange sites are against Department

- Individﬁsuﬁng the needle exchaoge will have cards gvailable to present to any police officer.

The

cards are prirted on bright yellow paper with red lettering.
Civic Centey (near Larkin St)

138-6th Se. (between Missivu and Howard)
Webster (between Eddy and Ellis)

Duboce (betweea Chureh and Markst)

14th St and Mission (azar the Armary)
138.6t St (Between Mission and Howard)
Elis (ncar Taylor)

Jerrold agd 3y G- (Boyvivw/Hupter’s Poim)
Baeroft (acar Keith)

938 Valrucis (wewr 20%h SL) (For worgen anty)
Hemlock Alley (between Post end Suttes/Polk wnd Van Ness)
133-6th St. (Between Mision and Howard).

Please direct questions about the program to Pat Clristen, S AIDS Foundation/TIV Prevention
Project, 487-3050, or Roslyn Allen, SFAF HIV Prevegton Project, 861-6710 (beeper 207-3 506).

T C el

Acting Chief of Police

rez



@2/25-98 139:01 NO. 252 a3
S PR TLIP 0 AL S CADLU I Ve ViREL UK 810 «Qrow9z r-we

SAN FRANCISCO AIDS FOUNDATION
HIV PREVENTION PROJECT

Please neter to SEPN Yullctin 095285 (datcd 12/13/95).

AV PODERMIC NFEDUF FEXCRANCGE

: San Frindsos Dapantnia: of Public $lcalb autawly fnds » nandls wvdange pregrm s San Franaisco.
‘1N programs is rug by (e S Franaisad AIDS Fowndation HTV Pecvorion Project (T1PY) with essianace
Povatioo Poot (PP). on athvoligiter grog.

. J o 1993, Mayor Frank Jordmn doctarcd 2 aate of sworgansy ducto the HIV opidamic. The aty bogen fundmg
- ¢ progaa immadincly haeifia and Qumanily provida over 5200.000 for the purdhas of noadlce, Woohol
Des. Bio-hazasdous wade Jarawnay. and scvaral safl mombers u (PP :
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y. HPP oporatas 2t 10 sikcs aroind the dlly durng 12 dilfervpt tinas eadh ok . .. R tho poticy of
e SEPD 10 sllow these eichangs sias  oposate withowt atofaraee. Suallgna: sdivAty wnd b

i of nocdies. slcchel wipa o cthar Sxhangs supplics A or nade e SXAMpS 18S 1r LMK
enon policy. i

Mensc welee to SFPN Bulletin 595388 (dyted 11/1395)
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440 First Street, NW
Suite 450

Washington, DC 20001
Tel: 202-783-5550
Fax: 202-783-1583
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DATE: March 10, 1998

TO: Sarah Scheduler

FROM: Michael Meit

COMMENTS: I am sorry that I didn’t receive your message yesterday. I hope

that this information is not too Jate. The contact persons who have agreed to discuss
their support of harm reduction/needle exchange in Boulder County, Colorado, are:

Charles Stout, Executive Director, Boulder County Health Department
303-441-1141

George Epp, Boulder County Sheriff  303-441-4609

Alex Hunter, Boulder County District Attorney  303-441-3700

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance.

Michael Meit
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