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I am sending you a copy of the Coburn language restricting needle exchange
that we anticipated on the Lalx r, HHS Appropriations bill. It is unclear when
the needle exchange section ol the appropriations bill comes up during the
discussion of the bill (probably later in the debate rather than earlier).

We are still trying to get a hanile If a voice vote is a likely scenario - Coburn
may want to score this for hi'. constituency - or if we should proceed with
language that would mitigate his amendment. It does appear that Chairman
Porter is inclined to work with folks to preserve his mark in conference.
However, the Senate is not assired of doing nothing on this issue - although
that is the likely outcome as of t wday. This scenario adds to our frustration.

We should review the language and potential scenarios to inform our decision
on how to proceed. Thank you :ind I look forward to discussing this with you.

If you experience difficulty ir: receiving this fax, please call 202/986-1300.

Confidentialicy Note: The informption contained in this facsimils: mangaqe ia lcgally privileged
and confidencial information incended anly for the use of the addressee flamed above. It the
reades of this message is not the intended Teciplent, you are Neceby notified tha- any
aissemingtion, distribution or copy cf this telecopy 1x strictly prohibited. If you have
received this telecopy in erreor, pleizc immediately notify us by telephone abhd return the
oriqinil me3sage to us at the acdrasa 1isted vin the Uniced Stuces Poatal Bervice. We will
reimburee dhy costsg you incur in norify -3 us and returning the message to uz. Thank you.
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AMENDMENT TO H.R. 2284

OFFERED BY MR. COBURN OF OKLAHOMA

At thé end of the bill, insert after the last section
(preceding the short title) Lhe following section:

1 Sec. 516. Notwith standing any other provision of
2 this Act, none of the fanls mude available in this Act may
3 e used to carry out or promote any prograimn of distribut-
4 ing sterile needles for the hypodermie injeetion of any ille-
S gal drug.

Seplamber 3, 1807
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Amendment Alert:

Cobum amcndment to HR 2264
Staff Contact: Andrea Miles 5-270]

The amendment prohibits any funds made avajlable through HR 2264 from being used to carry
out or promote any program which distributes :1terile needlos for illegal drug usc. Sincc 1988,
federal policy has prohibited use of federal do) ars for needle or syringe cxchange programs.
However, such policy hes not been followed ar d in some cases has been ignored. Coburn
amendment would strengthen and reinforce curent fedcral policy by explicitly stating that
federal dollars shall not finance needle cxchang e programs.

Teen drug usc has been growing steadily over the Pasl few ycaurs, especially among *hard” drugs.
Heroin use among 12-17 year olds has grown 320% since 1991 und 600% since 1964,

A recent pol) has shown that 60% of all registes ed voters Qppose federal funding of nccdle
exchange programs. 88% of Americans have a concem thal NEPs will cause & public health
hazard a3 a result of poorly discarded ncedles, 3 well a2 cause an incresse in crime and drug use.
More specifically, 94% of black voters in general are very concerned about the possible negative
impaect in their comymunities.
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