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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

HIV/AIDS Bureau

Public Health Service

Health Resources and 
Services Administration 

Rockville MD 20857

Date

From

Through

June 1, 1999
Deborah Linzer lU/)\/^

Project Officer, Title II 
Division of Service Systems

Douglas Morgan
Director ^ ^
Division of Service Systems

Todd A. Summers
Deputy Director
Office of National AIDS Policy

Subject Title II/ADAP National Meeting: Participants Comments

As you had suggested during the Title II/ADAP National Meeting on May 24, 1999, we 
asked the remaining participants to write some brief thoughts about the CARE Act. 
Specifically, to list out their concerns, expectations, and needs as they relate to the CARE Act 
and its reauthorization.

Thank you for taking the time to speak with me at the meeting. I have attached the 
comments we received as you requested.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH ft HUMAN SERVICES 
health resources ft SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

m Deborah S. Linzer, M.S.
PUBLIC HEALTH ANALYST 
DIVISION OF HIV SERVICES

5600 FISHERS LANE. 7A-55 
ROCKVILLE, MO 20857

FAX; (301) 443-5271 TEL; (301) 443-4601
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FROM : BIOMEDICPL CENTER PHONE NO. Jun. 30 1999 05:05PN PI

BIOMEDICAL CENTER

29 June, 1999

Fax :
To: Mr. Todd Summers 
From: Dr. Andrei Kozlov

Dear Todd,

Mav I thank you for coming to St. Petersburg and for your most SrtaTiL for the succLs of our meeting . HIV/AIDS problem 

haf substantial political aspect, and your
during the meeting, in the Parliament and m the Ministry of Science 

were both deep and original.

My friends, scientists and politicians, have appreciated your 

participation very high.

I am faxing you the copy of the letter from the President of the World 

Bank to the President of Russia. As you can see, Russian Pres^ent 

further forwarded the letter to the Minist^ of 
(Ivanov). Ministry of Economy (Shapovahants), Ministry of Health 

(Starodubov) and Ministry of Finance (Kasjanov).

After my report to the Science Minister, Professor Kirpkhmkov, on 
this matter he has also requested this letter from the Admmisttation of 

fee President. Ministry of Economy, in accordance with the deal wilh 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, will be responsible for work on this 

letter. I am currently involved in this work.

Please extend by best regards to Sandy and Sarah.

Yours,
Andrei P. Kozlov, Ph.D.
Coordinator,
Russian HIV Vaccine Project
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AJjmHMCTPAlJH^i npE3M^[EHTA POCCKMCKOH OEJ1EPAUMM
ynpaBjiaMKe npa9»aei*T« PocchkckoA ««taapauHK 

no pa6oTa c oSpaoieiiiuHH rpa«aaH
103132, Mockk*, yji. KjtbHHKa, a.23 —

N A26-19-5471 
09/JD6/1999 KaHueji«pHJi npesHxteHTa PoccHficKofi 

<l>e^epa^HH

HanpaBJiJieM o6paJ^eHHe, nocTynHaiuee 
Ha HMa npesMBeHTa PocchjSckoh 4>enepaunH 

ABTOp(«-) : ByjIt^HCOH flx,

3aw. HanajitHHKa VnpaBjieMHa 
T6JJ. 206-46-S4 BopOHHH

M.C.HBaHOBy
A. r .UlanoBajiBgHuv
B. H.CTapojty6oBy
M.M.KacBgHORy

npocbOa nopy-DiTb npopaeoraTi. stot aonpoc u 

^^craBuTB coraacoBaHHue cooepaaconw am,

pHXO^lbKO

01PRI313.DCX; IA4^9t M Ip

199i



FROM : BIOMEDICPL CENTER PHONE NO. : Jun. 30 1999 05:15PM P2

BceMHpHuif 6aHK
BaimtHTTOH, ClUA

i^aceiiMC Byjib(})eHCOH 
npesHfleur

27 Mas 1999 r.

Ero npeBocxoOTTem.CTBy 
BopHcy EjitiiHHy
ripesHACHTy PoccHiiCKOH Oejx^auHH
KpCMJIb
MocKsa
POCCHJiCKA^ OE^EPAUHil

VBaiKaeMuf! r-H llpeamieHT,

SnHflCMHa CriH^Ja nepe«iepKHBaeT nficunm&msi npoipecca h pesyjiBxaTBi, 

flocTHrHyxwe b yjiymueHHH xanecTBa xchshh b paasHBaiomHXCB CTpanax. Eojiee 33-x 

MMJDIHOHOB MyUCMHH, IKCHmHH H JCCTPH B MHpC flBJisnOTCa HOCHTCJUIMH BHM- 

6onee 90 npoucHTOB 3thx HH4>HUHpoBaHHbix BCHByx B rocya;apcrBax c 

3KOHOMHKOH pasBHBaiomeroca THna - nae ipexH b UeHTpajitHOH h lOjKHofi 
A«J)pHKe. B a4>pHKaHCKHX cipanax b wacroamee BpeMa H3-sa CHH^la 

npOAOiEKHTCJibHOCTb JKH3HH B cpcmtM COKpaXHJiaCb HB 10 * 20 ncT. B HacTOamce 

BpcMB BO BCCM MHpc eaceOTHOBHo HH^JHUHpyiOTca 6ojiee 16-th Tucan hoiobck.

TaxHM o6pa30M, COHj]; craji ueHTpam»HUM BonpocoM 3BomouHH, h 

npoTHBOCTOSHHe ariMjaeviHH ClTH^a b pasBHsaiomHxca crpanax crajio peuiaioutHM 

4>aKTOpOM npHMeHHTejIBHO KO BCCM HaiUHM yCHJIHBM no npeOflOJlCHHIO HHmeTbl H 

yjiy»mjeHHio KanecTBa bch3hh. npHserCTByK) rjiy6oKyio o6ecnoKoeHHocTb jinaepoB 

‘Tpynnw BocbMM”, npOfleMOHcxpHpOBaHHyK)~HMH Ha nocjieOTMx BCxpenax, h 

yBcpcH, HTO HBM cjieflyex xenq)fa bmcctc Bbixo®iTb Ha HOBbiii ypOBCHb aKXHBHocxH, 
AeiicTBya b xpex HanpaBJienHax.



FROM ; BIOMEDICAL CENTER PHONE NO. Jun. 30 1999 05:16PM P3

4
Bo-nepfibix, mbi sojukhw aKTHBH3HpoBaxb nojiHTMtiecKyio bojik) h cipeMJieHHe 

K npeoflOJieHHK) CITH^a. Her hh neKapcxBa, hh BaKpHHbi or CIlH^a, tcm hc Menee 

cyiuecTByiOT cnoco6ij h npHewbi no npeflynpesKHCHHio pacnpocipaHCHHa aroro 

3a6ojieBaHHfl h ohh padomaiom yace ceufuic. IlojiOBHHa Bcero HacejieHHa 

paaBMBaEOinHxoi rocyzjapcxB - 3,5 MmoiHapaa HCJioBeK - SKHByx b cipanax hjih 

perwoHax, rfle eme mo»ho npeaynpeaHXb Hanano 3nH«eMHH. Hencaa nojmxH«jecKaa 

ycxaHOBKa MOJKer cbirpaxt pemaiomyio pojxb b xom, 4xo6bi CnH,Zl cxan rjiaBHOii 
npo6jievioii counajibHofi h noJiHXHHecKofi noBecxKH jmsi.

1

BO-BTOpbIX, MbI JIOJDKHbl q>OHHO HaHXH HCflOpOrOH, HOCXynHblH 

pasBHBaiomHMca cxpaHaM. 34>4>eKXHBHWH xepaneBXH»iecKHH cnoco6, nanpHNiep, 

npcflynpexcflaiomMH nepeflany 3a6oneBaHH5i ox Maxepn x peSenxy h aeiicxByiomHH 

npOXHB HOKOXOpblX MH4»eKimfl, CB5I3aHHbIX CO CIIH^Z^OM, H COOXBCXCTByiOmHM 

o6pa30M yxpennxb cacxeMy s/ipaBOOxpaHeHHX. 3xo oco6chho saxcHO h axxyaiibHO 

juisi LleHXpaiDbHOH h KDxchoh A({)phkh, rjne npoxcMBaex HaH6ojibinee hhcho 6ojn>Hbix 

CriH,ZIoM, r^e cwcxcMa szjpaBooxpaHeHHX cjia6a, h noKynaxejibHaa cnocoGnocrb 

HacejieHHX xpaiiHe HH3xa.

B-xpexbHX, HBM Heo6xOffHMO oco3Haxb, Hxo cymecTByex uejibiH komiuickc 

BOnpOCOB, OXHOCJimHXCa K oSjiaCXH aapaBOOXpaHCHMH, CBOftcXBeHHtlX
rocy«apcTBaM c paasHBaiomefica 3kohomhkoh, wa peuieHHH xoxopbix hbm 

noxpe6yioxcH HOBbie nojopcoabi h HHcxpyMeHXbi. ycKopeHHC pa3pa6oTox no 

co3flaHHK? BaxqHHbi npoxHB CnH/^a, xoxopaa 6bina 6w 34)4)eKXHBHofi b 

pasBMBaiomHxca cxpanax, - peuiaiomHH 4)axxop. BaxaHHa npoxHB CTlH;5a ajia

ddUiidm^kHocmu, koxopoe HCBcpoaxHO j:oBepiiiHXb 6c3 cooTBerorayiomeH 

HHHimaTHBW CO CTOpOHbl MeXCQCyHapOZlHOft 06meCTBeHH0CXH, HaCXHblH CCKTOP 

npoMbmuieHHocxH .aojDxeH Hipaxt aejiymyio po.xb b paspaSoixe m

pacnpocipaHCHHH xaxofi BaxuHHU, ho b HacToamee BpcMa oh hc hmoct cxHMyjioB 

AIM paapaSoTKH h jiOBcaemisi BaxpHHbi npoxHB CHHAa ao cxhahh mxaMMOB axoro 

BHpyca B KOJiHHccxBax, AbcxaxoqHbix ana chcxcmbi sapaBooxpaHeHHa



FROM : BIOMEDICAL CENTER 

:)

PHONE NO. Jun. 30 1999 05:17PM P4

MejKflyHapoffHoe coo6mecxBo, BKinonaa m passHBafoiuHeca cipaHw, 
6e3QTnaraTejibHO HyxcAaerca b Bi>ipa6oTKe BceMKpHOft cipaxerHH b 3toh o6jiacTH. 

BCCMHpHblM 6aHK TOTOB BbinOJIHHTb CBOK) HBCTh B OCyUieCTBJieHHH 3TOH BaBCHOH 

3a;iaMM.

Mbi 6buiH 6w BaM npiOHaTenbHLi aa noOTepjiacy, hwch h rOTOBHocn. k 

cpoHHbiM MeacffyHapoAHbiM aKi^HBM.

C mwiynmuMu noDtcejuiHuswu, 
HcicpeHHe Bam 
(nodnucb)

pn r. l'(yTT1.1^.nra>LVir>

x^wftxrAA —-r/ • - --- -----------

i* » s<SBSps;

A, cxcMa; TLHtJicimuviib jtt.»pv7UJif>iA »
— -»^¥-rT » TT . . /____ _____________ - 1 /VAft — \

' IT JlInnnmmiKOfia



06/30/99 17:16 0202 736 7336 OES/STH @001

U.S. Department of State 
Bureau of Oceans and International 

Environmental and Scientific Affairs 
Washington, DC 20520

iStiiftE"

Todd Smniners At Fax Number 456-2438

From: Nancy Carlci-Fostcr Date: June 30, 1999

Phone: (202)647-2435 Fax; (202) 736-7336

Re: Leahy HIV/AIDS response Pages; 3 (including cover)

□ Urgent □ For Review □ Please Cmmneiit □ Please Reply □ Please Recycle

Notes:

Please clear on the attached response to Senator Leahy’s question on HTV/AIDS 

ASAP. Thank you very much for your help!

itei 

*4



06/30/99 17:16 0202 736 7336 OES/STH 0002

2. RESPQHSE TO QUESTION FROM SEN. LEAHY ON HTV/a-[ ds

Question:

I recently received a report about the U.3. Government's 
response to the global problem of HIV/AIDS, which was 
accompanied by a letter from you describing this 
devastating epidemic and the commitment of the a S 
Government to combat it. The u.3. is doing more'than any 
country, but the administration has requested only $2 ^

though last
year 15. more people were infected than the year befor^^
Isn t this an example of rhetoric not matched by action?

Answex;

sn:.s1 irking with other governments to strengti^Bn 
the political commitments made to raising the prdoritv 
accorded to addressing HIV/AIDS at the highest levels of 
government. That means working with international 
organizations, such as UNAIDS, the World Bank, other donor 
nations and with developing nations themselves to look for 
ways to better utilize existing funds, as well as working 
within our own government to ascertain ways in which we ran 
do more. We hope to work with Congress over the next few 
weeks and months to find additional ways to further

consistent with the urgent need posed 
il ^ pandemic in Africa in particular, but which
IS swiftly moving to Asia and the former Soviet Union.
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FAX COVER SHEET

Date: June 7,1999 

From:

THOMAS A. SWANN 

PROUD GAY VETERAN 

AIDS ACTIVIST
ADVOCATE FOR BLIND PEOPLE 

39360 Peterson Road Space 100 

Rancho Mir^e, CA 92270-3098 

(760) 324-5670 
E-mail: TASH^jjg^aotc&ni

To:

TODD SUMMERS AND DANIEL MONTOYA 

(202) 456-2438 

RICHARD SOCARIDES 

(202) 456-7929 

maria ECHAVESTE 

(202)456-1907

CAPITOL THIS THURSDAY AND 
FRIDAY AND FEEL I SHOULD BRIEF THE WHITE HOUSE 

ABOUT THE MEETINGS. WE ARE DISCUSSING THE WAY
TREATS WOMEN AND LESBIANS AND 

bring CLIFF ANCHOR OVER 
TO SEE YOU AND TAKE A PICTURE. CLIFF IS THE

LEONARD MATLOVICH AND A 
PIONEER IN GAY CIVIL RIGHTS. HE IS ELDERLY AND 

FRAIL WITH A CD4 COUNT OF 12. THIS MAY BE HIS 

LAST TRIP TO WASH DC AND YOU WILL ALWAYS TREASURE ANY PICTURE TAKEN WITH HIM i ^SO
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WANT TO GIVE YOU ONE OF MY PROUD GAY VETERAN
- ACLU COFFEE MUGS.

YOU CAN REACH ME STARTING WEDNESDAY AT
703-250-2273.

s Number of Pages Follow
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BCC:
BCC:
BCC;
BCC:
BCC:
BCC:
BCC:
BCC:
BCC:

C3eqer@m8tpr.com. SFJAR. Gavveteran. Jamesdarhy 
^Ctayton, M|L.71PS, itmdave@met!com. MackTIll 
Bfei^ Shalom, d6chaub@zeltech.com 
vetercare@hotmail. cotrt- anchor@wclvnx.corTi 
littleox@erol3.com. PRFrve 
CgnqressionalCemetetv@mail.ofti. SNAPPFR44ft 
Ctiff4Vets. c|inton@xa.com 
DQGTAGS@GAYVETERANS.COM JFA01 
Ci^srds@eaithllhk.net. NAVYBOY. NavleDavie

GAY VETERANS TO MEET WITH CONGRESSIONAL 

LEADERS ABOUT MILITARY POLICY
Please Poston LGBT and AIDS Internet List Serves 

By Tom Swann
America's Proud Gay Veteran
(760) 324-5670
Email: TASwann@aol.com

My Dear Friends:

This week I will be traveling to our nation's capitol to meet with the 

offices of U.S. Representatives Mary Bono and Loretta Sanchez I am a 

constituent of Rep. Bono and have worked in the past two campaigns 

for Rep. Sanchez as an honorary member of the Eleanor Roosevelt 

Democratic Club In Orange County, California. Rep. Bono and Rep 

Sanchez are powerful members of the House Military Personnel 

Subcommittee. The committee Is reviewing the Defense appropriations 

bill according to Rep. Sanchez's office and there are concerns that the 

Pentagon Is using funds to pursue and harass rumored and suspected 

lesbians and gays. This may be a violation of the law and clearly Is a 

violation of the Intent of Congress that passed the 'Von^tAsk, Don^t Tell 

Don’t Pursue" Xio\\o\i. "

Our goal developed by consensus from a coalition of civil rights 

organizations Is to request that Rep. Bono and Rep. Sanchez hold an 

informal subcommittee hearing and accept testimony that the Pentagon 

IS pursuing and at what cost to the taxpayers. I am taking the mutilated 

doll to the Capitol to show as tangible evidence that I was harassed by a
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passage of their appropriations bill then they 
should rel^se their comprehensive report to field commanders which 

IS supposed to outline the definition of pursuit This report was 

promis^ over 2 years ago and there Is no excuse for the delay 

Lnrt Pentagon guidelines on the policy some Homo-hateful

sSld pu!iIl??o‘iS."’^
We also feel the Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ) Sodomy 

articles is absurd in today's society. Rep. Bono voted to impeach the 

Comm^der-ln-Chlef because he admitted and later apologized for 

having Sodomy. Congress voted that he could keep his job and lead the 

war effort In Kosovo. If you are gay serving on a ship in the Kosovo 

theater of mlhtaiy operations and the Pentagon finds out by interviewinq 

your friends back home in the United States you get arrested and 

d scharged with no benefits. If you are a heterosexual woman and you 

file a sexual harassment complaint then the military asks you if you are a 
lesbian and then they spend millions of dollars purging an 

investigation. The process includes interviews with your coworkers 

past schoolteachers and even forced release of your confidential 

medical records.

Joining me in toese discussions will be Mark Repass, Liaison Officer of 

the Alexander Hamilton Post No. 448 of the American Legion of San
Francisco. Also Michelle Benecke, co-director of ServlMmembers'
Legal Odense Network (SLDN) who I first met in 1993 and have written

P®®” monitoring the situation 
and has the documentation so vital for the subcommittee. In fact it was

the recent Joiner Veterans Conference that I 
needed to schedule some Congressional meetings.

anH If’® '*®^®‘* spouse of late Sergeant Leonard P. Matlovich
HI. own o,

5unmy,Viih«<».1»8* IWIo»Onlln»!TASw.nn
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Campaign and National Gay and Lesbian Ta<?k Fnr*>o h 

told me they support the need for a subcommittee hearing.

eye to CMV Retinitis and was battling Kaposi Sarcoma. My doctor^said I 
had less toan six months to live. Cliff Anchor, who has been a Fato?r to 
me and Miriam Ben-Shalom. nursed me back to health whHe weSed
Ganctolo>rf?t^?r^"‘*H between infusions of ^
Ganciclovir twice a day we conducted a wreath ceremony at Arlinoton
National Cemetery and the grave of Leonard Matlovich. ^

I was interviewed at this ceremony in June 1996 by Washinaton Blade 
reporter Lou Chibbaro. Jr. who is naUonally recognized and hL

Montoa turmSi? ® the

By the grace of God I am still alive and hope you wiil pray for our 
success at Capitol Hill this week. I am iegally blind and J^Jra^hite cane 

with a red tip. Cliff Anchor is also frail. We feel so strongfe to? 

Congr^s needs to take action that we are traveling togetoeron toe 
piane from California. We want to work with you and your ororn^ation
seJ^r back off and give some breathing room and reiief to
servicemembers. People join toe military and oo thrn..»K hnofb?nt?^ ^ ^ ^ sexually harassed but to se?ve toi^r ^

?d Reo*y?rh^ h “* **’'® war. Rep. Bono
defeoXn ahoV.f duty to hear from our distinguished
Sn stop ^to^c ciel^® ''*®'®tlons in toe military. Ifwe
biiitii^toSiS^*”^^^^^^^^ and lesbian ~

Jun« 06, America Online- TAqm*
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I have been graciously invited to attend a ceremony June 12 at 

Congressional Cemetery to place the ashes of late San Francisco 

Supervisor Harvey Milk. Harvey Milk was a Navy veteran. I never had 

the great privilege of meeting with him and was a Marine Corps sergeant

documents about the ceremony. Recently I showed the venerable
^ f Reporter photograph of him (Kight) taking the

^ "? ® Congressional Cemetery during the 1987 March
on Washington. Leonard Matlovich at this event joined him.

Since Leonard Matlovich, Cliff Anchor, Randy Shilts, Morris Right
rhmlTi the Washington PosL San Francisco
Chronicle, Linda Alband and so many other great people that I admire
are working together like family on this event -1 Just can’t wait to get

I felt in my he^ today during Holy Communion at the Palm Springs
"’ll ^ the dream of

Harvey Milk, Leonard Matlovich and Randy Shilts. They are in heaven
but toe hope endures. This week we lost Sheila Kuehl’s "Dignify for AH
StudenfyAct In the State Assembly by 2 votes. We heard on the
Assemb y floor some of the most disgusting Homo-hateful remarks ever.
We must come together at Congressional Cemetery June 12 and hold

^ continue the dream and hold the 
torch high given to us by Harvey, Lenny and Randy. We shall overcome!

Right vrill be featured in die Tuesday, June 8 Los Angeles Times and is 

more effective and popular today than ever before. Right Is the civil 
rights champion that came out of the closet to Eleanor Roosevelt and

developed the successful strategy * ^ 1978 Briggs initiative. He received a standing ovation ^m
over 500 people at the University of Southern California who watched 
the splendW documentary of his life. I will be reading an inspiring
statement from Morris Right to the honored guests and assembled news 

media June 12 on his behalf.

8ulWl*».Jbn«(l«.te»B Amer|c«Onlln«:TA6w.r.
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ne«»,p“p^”„’rr^l“GKSlSo“v^^
niilitary Issue was widely discussed by the

I will be In the Washington D.C. Pride Parade June 13 with Cliff Anchor 

Miriam Ben-Shalom and other heroes. This comes just a few days after 

Daryl James, Mel Tips and I attended two Memorial Day events in the 

Palm Springs area. Mel Tips (national treasurer of the GLBVA) and I 
marched in military uniform with flags for the Palm Springs Unity 

Church. Later we attended the Memorial Day service at Cathedral Citv 

Cemetery, which had Rep. Mary Bono on stage. I was asked to sit in the 

front row and wore my Marine Corps veteran uniform. This was a front- 

p^e news story and Mel Tip's shirt with the pink triangle and veteran 
letters was shown on local TV. The inclusive ceremony honored local 
veterans who passed away during the year with a large American flag to

9*ven to men who were Identified as //fotfme companions"oi the deceased male veterans.

After the ceremony, World War II decorated veteran Daryl James took
me to the grave of Late Rep. Sonny Bono. James headed the Desert Gav
Tourism Guild and has so much knowledge and enthusiasm that It Is 

contagious.

You can reach me In the Washington D.C. area at (703) 260-2273. 
if you wish to meet with me at the Congressional Cemetery or at the

future of our civil rights crusade and our strategies for success.

Thanks for reading and sharing with others.

-30-

SundBy, Juri* 06,1W Art)«HcB Onltna; TASw^artrt 8
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Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation

June 8,1999

Todd Summers
Office of AIDS Policy
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Todd,

On Tuesday, June 22, the Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation 
will commemorate its 10''’ anniversary with a gala, "A Night to Unite". 
This summer dinner, co-hosted by Senators Orrin G. Hatch and 
Barbara Boxer, will be held at the National Building Museum. We are 
thrilled that this event has already raised over $1.7 million thanks to 
the generous support of the Washington, D.C. community.

In the ten years the Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation has 
been in existence, we have been successful in nurturing the best of 
both collaborative and individual research in the pediatric HIV/AIDS 
arena. The collaborative model the Foundation has created and used 
over the years has allowed for a high degree of flexibility in the 
research process and led to faster outcomes. However, the 
Foundation's work on behalf of children goes far beyond funding and 
conducting research. We have made it a high priority to serve as 
advocates to ensure that children share in the benefits of medical 
breakthroughs.

"A Night to Unite" is sure to be a memorable evening. A separate 
invitation has been sent to you by mail, however, we would like to 
extend a special invitation for you to join us as our guest. The event 
begins at 6:30 p.m. with a reception, followed by dinner at 7:30 p.m.

Please RSVP to Prema Kerollis at 202-371-0099 no later than 
Wednesday, June 16. I look forward to seeing you at this wonderful 
event.

Sincerely,

P,..'lo R-.'^-i. M.D.
( iii|i ... Mf(.. I./ I\ .iiiil i

Kate Carr
Chief Executive Officer

L’lAinMciii M.D.

( ivvi'ii. l.•-l',';l Pi .Si..<‘(1. M I)
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The Los Angeles ̂ Clinic
DecHaned lo providing 

free lieullli cure and liinnwi 
.serviee.'i since 1967

June 8, 1999

Todd A. Summers 

Deputy Director 
Office of National AIDS Policy 
The \A/hite House 
Washington, DC 20500

The Los Angeles^Clinlc
JULIE JASKOL
Director of Communications & Pubiic Affairs

8405 Beverly Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90048-3476 ,
(323) 653-8622 Ext 335 FAX: (323) 651-5026 
Email: jjaskol@lafreeclinic.org

Dear Mr. Summers,

Thank you so much for taking the time to meet with the 
LA County HIV Commission delegation late last month. We 
appreciated the opportunity to let you know our concerns 
and priorities at this juncture in the history of the epidemic.

Next time you are in town. I’d be delighted to take you 
on a tour of The Los Angeles Free Clinic. The First Lady 
served as the Honorary Chair of our 30*^ Anniversary 

Celebration Campaign a few years ago, and we’d love to 

show you how her support has helped us to grow.
Thank you again for your attention to the issues 

concerning people with HIV/AIDS in Los Angeles County.

Sincerely,

Julie Jaskol
Director of Communications & Public Affairs

Reply to:
□ Seniel Ostrovv Bldg., 8405 Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90048-3476 

Tel: Adm. (323) 653-8622 Appt. (323) 653-1990 Fax (323) 658-6773

□ Hollywood Center, 6043 Hollywood Blvd., Lo's Angeles, CA 90028-5459 
Tel: (323) 462-8632 Appt. (323) 462-4158 Fax (323) 462-6731
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or AIt was the Summer of Love when the L.A. Free Clinic 

opened to administer to the poor, homeless and runaways. 

The operation is a testament to the power of 

volunteerism—and good fund-raising.

: /

msmsf
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'/'7 • AXiiiL KOEiaTER / For The 'fimes
Carmina Ferrera waits outside the L.A. Free Clinic, which has been providing free health care to the needy for 30 years.

By SHARI ROAN, times health writer



^The Growth of a Clinic

■Summer 1967
I A group of volunteers 
j opens the Albert 
1 Schweitzer Free Clinic 
I on Fairfax Avenue.
I

iNovember 1967
1 The clinic board ousts 
1 two volunteer 
1 psychologists who 
1 reportedly have no 
I professional credentials.

iJan. 1,1968
1 The toard hastily 
f reorganizes as a

nonprofit corporation 
called the Los Angeles 
Free Clinic.

fEarty 1970s
The clinic staff 
struggles to pay the 
rent. Elvis Presley 
walks in with a donation 
of $10,000.

f 1973
The Friends of the Los 
Angeles Free Clinic is 
founded and becomes 
the fund-raising muscle 
behind the clinic’s 
financial battles.

P1974
The client base has 
tripled since 1967, and 
efforts begin to move 
into a larger building.

■ Nov. 3,1975
Three days 
before the 
clinic 
moves.
Executive 
Director
Lenny Somberg is shot 
and killed during a 
burglary at the clinic's 
business office. The 
killer was never found.

il982
The clinic joins forces 
with Childrens Hospital 
to launch the High Risk 
Youth Program, 
providing services to 
homeless and runaway 
youths in Hollywood.

i Mid-1980s
In 18 months, $2.3 
million is raised for new, 
larger clinic.

■April 1990
Sen. Ted 
Kennedy 
(D-Mass.) 
presides 
over the 
grand
opening of the new 
headquarters on 
Beverly Boulevard.

P1992
A $l-million 
endowment from the 
Mark Taper Foundation 
helps purchase a 
building in Hollywood 
to house the High Risk 
Youth Program.

f 1997
The clinic runs on a 
yearly budget of $3.9 
million with 80 full - and 
part-time staff and 600 
volunteers.

HE
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Frances Helfman was 
ensconced in a 
comfortable life as the 
suburban Los Angeles 
mother of teenagers in 
the summer of 1967. But 
her tidy, respectable 
world seemed 

incongruent with what was 
happening elsewhere in her city.

“The social unrest, the unpopular 
war, the draft, the sexual revolution, 
the assassinations, the drug 
experimentation. I had heard about 
this clinic that was seeing all these 
young people who needed help,” she 
says. So Helfman—moved by the 
desire to help those young 
people—drove to a dilapidated 
storefront building at 115 Fairfax 
Ave. She walked in, stepping around 
the long-haired, foul-smelling 
teenagers who lounged on the floor 
of the packed waiting room, and 
volunteered her services.

“Here I was: a hausfrau. I went to 
the beauty parlor every week to get 
my hair teased,” she recalls. “They 
put me to work immediately in the 
job co-op.”

In those days, the Los Angeles Free 
Clinic couldn’t sign up volunteers fast 
enough as it struggled mightily to 
care for a tide of teenagers with 
syphilis, strep throat or drug 
problems. Kids with no money.

“We struggled so very hard to keep 
it afloat,” Helfman says. “No one in 
the community thought we were 
doing the right thing. They thought 
we were encouraging drugs and 
sex—that was the big criticism. And 
another big criticism is 
that we did draft 
counseling.”

This summer, as it 
reaches its 30-year 
anniversary, L.A. Free is 
bigger, richer and more 
respected than its 
founders would have 
thought possible. Yet the 
clinic, housed now in a 
gleaming contemporary 
three-story building on 
Beverly Boulevard, is still 
providing health care for 
people who cannot pay—a 
concept that is as radical 
today as it was in 1967,

maybe more so.
‘ Our philosophy was always one of 

being nonjudgmental, of treating . 
people with a humanistic approach, 
of believing that people are entitled 
to health care. It was free. I felt that 
we were making a statement,” says 
Helfman, the clinic’s longest-active 
volunteer.

By surviving, growing—thriving, 
even—L.A. Free has made a 
statement, say those who have

Please see CLINIC, E4

L.Atr|ECiiwi

m1
Los Angeles Free Clinic

In the 1960s, the clinic cared for a tide of teens 
with syphilis, strep throat and drug problems.



CLINIC
Continued from El
followed its evolution. The growing 
demands on the clinic, which now 
provides for 60,000 patient visits a 
year on a budget of $3.9 million, says 
something alarming about the num­
ber of people in Los Angeles County 
in need of free health care. But it 
.speaks volumes about what can be 
done if a community cares enough, 
.says County Supervisor Zev Yaro­
slavsky.

"It has become one of the pre­
mier providers of primary health 
care to poor people, the elderly, the 
uninsured,” he says. “They don't 
do it for the money. They do it 
because they have a mi.ssion: that 
health care is a right, not a privi­
lege. They have always practiced 
what they preach.”

L A. Free is often referred to as a 
model for the way health care can 
be delivered—even though the 
clinic is clearly unique in the 
financial support it receives, 
largely from the entertainment 
industry, says Mandy ,Iohnson, ex­
ecutive director of the Community 
Clinic A.ssn. of Los Angeles, which 
repre.sents 2,*) free and community 
clinics. The clinic has established 
high .standards for quality of care 
anii has mobilized countless other 
(linics both locally and nationwide.

"'I'hcy’ve really played an im­
portant role as a leader on acce.ss- 
to-care issues in California,” says 
.lohn.son, adding that clinic leader­
ship was instrumental in helping 
form a network of statewide pri­
mary care providers who lobby for 
the needs of under.served popula­
tions. "They have spoken out on 
behalf of populations who some­
times don't vote and who often 
don't have a regular doctor who 
can advocate for them."

And now, as it moves into its 
fourth decade, the clinic is prepar­
ing to extend its advocacy efforts 
by embarking on a risky now 
partnership with government. For 
the first time, it is joining the 
county to provide care for the poor, 
as part of efforts to reduce hospi­
talizations in the overloaded 
county system by shuttling more 
patients to private clinics. The 
tactic will boost L.A. Free's client 
base by about 15,900 visits—and 
link it more firmly to the bu­
reaucracy it has .so passionately 
avoided.

"Throughout our history, the 
board went through .so many long, 
philosophical battles about 
whether they should ever take a 
government dollar. And, if they 
did, would they be ,selling out,” 
says Mary Rainwater, executive 
director for the last seven years. "I 
have to say, there's a part of me
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Medical Director Susan Mandel examines Milady Balladares, whose 
son, Xavier, waits. Patients are often surprised at the facility’s quality.

that's apprehensive about a part­
nership with the county because 
it's more bureaucratic. But indigent 
care is what we're all about.”

Yaroslavsky credits L.A. Free 
Clinic and the Venice Community 
Clinic especially with providing 
crucial leadership as the county 
restructures its massive, crumbling 
system.

"They had every reason not to 
got involved with the county,” he 
says. "It's a pain. It's bureaucracy. 
There are 1.001 reasons not to be 
involved in a partnership with the 
county. Rut they know there is a 
potential health care crisis in this 
county, and they wanted to he part 
of the solution. A lot of other 
IprovidersI haven't come forward.”

¥ n the early days, the clinic Icad- 
I, ership preferred to twist the arms 
of the wealthy instead of asking 
clients to pay fees or accepting 
government suh-sidics to care for the 
[MKir. .says Mimi West, a former board 
member and founder of the clinic's 
fond raising arm. the Friends of the 
I .os Angeles fYee Clinic.

”We wr're tempted many times 
III charge for this or that. But I'm 
gl.id w(' didn't do that,” she .says. 
'■ W( didn't have to do that because, 
inslead, we built up a lot of com­
munity support"

West, like llelfman, was an af­
fluent middle-aged woman who 
had about as much in common with 
hippies as she did with Martians. 
West, who has a master's degree in 
.social work, was new to Los An­
geles in 1971. Her husband, Bernie 
West, had been hired as a writer 
for the CBS hit "All in the Family.” 
The CBS studios were acro.ss the 
.street from 115 Fairfax.

“I was so taken with what was 
happening there, how poor they 
were. There was never any money 
for rent. The Smothers Brothers 
paid the rent for a number of 
months. And Lenny Somberg. the 
Iclinic] flirector, c)tily gol $100 a

week, if he gol paid at all. " West 
says. "I began to nose around to 
find out why there was no money 
and no plan. And when I ap­
proached leaders in the commu­
nity, I found out that most of them 
knew about the clinic and knew it 
did good work, hut no one had 
asked them to help."

By the time that West had 
cranked up fund-raising support, 
the hippies were gone and a much 
more diverse crowd of poor and 
down-and-outers lined up for the 
clinic's services. Plans were drawn 
up to move to a larger building on 
Beverly Boulevard. But three days 
before the move, Somberg was shot 
and killed by a burglar in the clinic's 
businc.ss office. "It was terrible,” 
Helfman recalls. "Lenny was the 
most wonderful human being. I give 
credit to the board for holding things 
together at that time"

The 1980s marked the beginning 
of the breakdown of the health 
care system nationwide as costs 
soared and the number of unin­
sured Americans grew.

The clinic had already begun 
attracting the attention of health 
officials who viewed it as a model 
for the efficient, compassionate 
care of the poor, says former 
Assemblyman Burt Margolin, who 
served as the county’s health czar 
in 1995. "The clinic was important 
to us who are advocates of health­
care reform," he says. "They were 
the ones in the trenches, delivering 
the rare. They were an inspiration 
for us and a model for what the 
future needed to he"

But the clinic was grappling with 
the growing ni'od for free health care 
while struggling to stay afloat. !>'■ 
spite money woes and the bleak lives 
of their clientele, the slaff managed 
to remain upbeat, says Barbara Mar­
shall. a longtime volunteer nurse. 
"We didn’t get depressed beeau.se we 
were making a differettce '

Marshall, a n'gi.sten-d nurse, dis- 
eovi'red t he clinic in 1984 when her



husband, producer Garry Marshall, 
was asked to help with a fund­
raiser. She decided to check out the 
clinic and ended up volunteering 
there two days a week for the next 
14 years. "It became one of the joys 
of my life," she says. "To touch 
these kids —physically —to put 
your arm around these kids was 
the most fulfilling thing to me."

Becau.se the clinic has been free 
from contracts with insurance pro­
viders, its doctors have, over the 
last decade, enjoyed their position 
as one of the last bastions of 
traditional medical practice, where 
economic pressures are not as cen­
tral to medical judgments, says 
medical director Susie Mandel, who 
was first exposed to the clinic 
during a residency.

"The doctors here only have to 
worry about the patient." Mandel 
says. "We are a very efficient and 
very compas.sionate mode of health­
care delivery. We’re a microcosm 
for where health care should go—to 
care for the whole person."

For example, clients can receive 
basic lab tests and prescriptions, 
dental care, eye care, basic legal 
services, or just a shower and clean 
clothes. The clinic also depends on 
a large contingent of residents 
from Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
who get a big taste of community 
medicine and primary care.

The clinic's second facility, 
called the Hollywood Center, is 
devoted to the care of homeless 
and runaway youths and provides 
everything from basic health care 
to prenatal care, drug counseling 
and job training.

The comprehensive nature of its 
services—as well as the beauty of 
its striking glass-front building 
with its neat waiting areas (hung 
with '60s art and photographs) and 
sophisticated exam rooms—sur­
prise many visitors, Mandel .says.

"The biggest mi.sconception peo­
ple have of us is that they think 
we're some kind of county facil­
ity,” she says. "Before, we were 
providing more of a Band-Aid 
approach to health care. But, now, 
we are doing more extensive medi­
cal care than ever before."

'The clinic’s growth has been 
dependent on volunteers. Rain­
water says. Today, it has a roster of 
about 80 full- or part-time staff 
and 600 volunteers.

“We use volunteers in a very core, 
fundamental way; not to straighten 
out the papers or put stamps on 
envelopes," she says. "We use them 
to check people in, to help deliver 
patient care. We ask for quite a 
commitment, and our ability to see 
patients is dependent on them.”

To be sure, however, it has been 
the generous support of the enter­
tainment community that has al­
lowed the clinic to flourish, ob­
servers note. When the board 
decided to build a new clinic in the 
late 1980s, West led a drive that

raised $2.3 million in 18 months. A 
building design was donated by the 
L A. Community Design Center, 
and the Senial Ostrow Building, 
named for the late founder of the 
mattress empire and philanthro­
pist, opened in 1990.

"Some people in the entertain­
ment industry came to the clinic 
over the years when they were 
out-of-work actors,” Marshall says. 
"These people can't say enough 
about the clinic. We couldn't do 
without the business people on our 
board. And wc couldn’t do without 
the banking community. And we 
couldn't do without the doctors. But 
when you can get a studio to back 
your fund-raising events, every­
thing becomes ea.sinr.”

And, says Margolin; "The clinic 
I fund-raising staff) has argued that 
tho.se who have the capacity to 
give have a moral obligation to do 
so. They have been very aggres­
sive in making that ca.se.”

/^n a sweltering midweek mom- 
V^ing. Billy Coats, a homeless 
man. age 41, is first in a long, quiet 
line that curves around the street 
corner. He just wants to take a 
shower today, but he has sought care 
at the clinic in the pa.st for hepatitis.

"They saved my life," he says. "1 
was in Las Vegas when 1 got sick, 
and no one would help me out. But 
when I got here, they .saw me and 
then sent me to Cedars-Sinai. They 
are real sweetheart people. It’s nice 
to go somewhere and not feel like 
you’re being a bother.”

Not everyone here is destitute. 
Maria Campos came to the clinic a 
year ago when she was sick and 
out of work. Today, she is accom­
panying a friend for treatment. 
Campos is employed again and has 
insurance coverage provided by 
her new employer. "Last year, I 
didn’t have any insurance and I 
came here. It was good, safe and 
clean. I was surprised. I had ex­
pected something else," she says.

Sisters Loreta Ziyalova, 42, and 
Esmira Adamian, 41, were also sur­
prised by the classy treatment they 
received. They drive from Glendale 
to seek care and drop off a small 
donation when they leave. "We so 
appreciate them,” Ziyalova says. "It 
is such good .service. The doctors 
and all the people who work here 
are very kind. It’s not that different 
from clinics where you pay .”

It .seems incredible now to the 
clinic’s supporters that only five 
years ago, the board of directors 
launched a di.scussion on whether 
L.A. Free Clinic would .soon not be 
needed. It was 1992, and with Bill 
Clinton’s election, universal health 
care seemed almost a sure bet.

“We really thought that we might 
go out of business because health 
care would be for everyone and we 
wouldn't have people lining up out­
side around the block to sec us,”

says an exasperated Marshall. "It’s 
sad because we were so optimistic. 
Finally, we thought, the rest of the 
world is realizing that everyone 
needs health care. But the need now 
is more than it ever was. The clinic 
needs to double its work.”

Indeed, while national health care 
reform is a distant memory, access to 
care for the poor and uninsured is 
more difficult than ever, Johnson 
says. "We are in an environment 
where government desires very 
strongly to cut back on the money 
spent on health care. That is happen­
ing both at the federal and state 
levels. And it’s happening at the local 
level as I/is Angeles County limits 
the number of individuals who get 
health care through the general 
relief program."

Adds Margolin: "Los Angeles 
County has the largest concentration 
of uninsured—2,6 million—of any 
community in the United States. 
Without facilities like L.A. Free, that 
population would be even more 
poorly served and at-risk than they 
are currently. It’s easy to think there 
will be some outside solution that 
will come down the read. But the 
re^llity is that that hasn’t happened, 
and It isn’t going to happen in the 
near future.”

The L.A, Free Clinic has also 
retreated quickly from the idea of 
ever closing its doors. A ,30th 
anniversary fund-raiser has al­
lowed it to expand some services, 
including more preventive care. 
Rainwater says. Bernie and Mimi 
West, for example, recently gave a 
$500,000 endowment to broaden 
dental services, including a pediat­
ric dental clinic.

"We .see the opportunities to do 
new things and it's hard to restrain 
ourselves,” .says Rainwater, who is 
looking at a probable budget of $5 
million for the next fi.scal year. "'Phe 
biggest challenge to the clinic right 
now is how to continue to balance 
the needs of the community, which 
is really overwhelming . . . with the 
resources that we can bring to the 
table. This is a clinic that doesn't like 
to say no. But we have to."

Funds today are divided equally 
between government money, in­
cluding grants and contracts, and 
private money from foundations, 
corporate and individual gifts. Per­
haps no free clinic has evolved into 
such a comprehensive health care 
facility while remaining largely 
unencumbered by insurance and 
government forces.

And that is why the challenges 
of the future-including the part­
nership with the county to provide 
indigent care—arc a little unset­
tling to Rainwater and the other 
longtime clinic siipiiorters. "We 
believe in a partnership of the 
government and the private sector 
working together," she .says. "But 
we have to have the ability to 
sustain things when government 
funds are shaky ."
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Susan J. White & Associates, Inc.
1020 N. Fairfax Street 

Suite 202
Alexandria, VA 22314

TELEPHONE: 703-683-2573 
TELECOPIER; 703-683-0865

June 3, 1999

Mr. Todd Summers 
Deputy Director
White House Office of National AIDS Policy 
736 Jackson Place. NW 
Washington, DC 20503

Dear Todd:

We were so pleased that you took the time to meet with officials from the Los 
Angeles County Office of AIDS Programs and Policy (OAPP), a group of 
providers, and me recently at the end of May. We were especially grateful for 
your willingness to accommodate the thirty or so members of this group.

Not only was it an opportunity to present you personally with a copy of the 
recently completed State of an Epidemic: HIV/AIDS in Los Angeles County, it 
was also a chance to discuss the renewed community-wide commitment in Los 
Angeles County and changing strategies in addressing HIV/AIDS.

We look forward to further discussions with you on the possibility of your office 
hosting a joint Los Angeles County/CDC meeting on research and capacity 
building in Los Angeles County.

Again, thank you so much for meeting with the OAPP and the Los Angeles 
delegation. We hope that you will feel free to contact any of us for information or 
ideas that may be helpful to you.

Sincerely,

Susan J. White 
Los Angeles County

Washington Representative for Health issues
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