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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR WORLD HEALTH
1825 K Street, N.W., Suite 1208« Washington, DC 20006 * Telephone 202-466-5883

AAWH FAX MEMORANDUM

TO: Todd Summers
Deputy Director _
Office of National AIDS Policy

FAX: (202) 456-2438

PHONE:  (202) 456-2437 /

FROM:  Richard L. Wittenberg ﬂ/ 4
Chief Executive Officer

DATE:  7/6/98 _

FAX: (202)466-5896

PHONE:  (202)466-5883

NUMBER OF PAGES (INCLUDING THIS PAGE): 12

If you have any problems with this transmission please call
202-466-5883.

Comments: Per our conversation in Geneva, plcase findan
attached copy of the request we sent to Sandy Thurman asking for
a letter from President Clinton to includc in the opening pages of the.
1998 World AIDS Day Resource Booklet. We also requested
confirmation on the time that the White House lights will be dimmed
on Dececember 1 to commemorate the 1998 World ATDS Day.

In the letter, we stated that we would greatly
appreciate both the letter from President Clinton and the
confirmation of thc dimming of the White House lights no latcr than
July 24, 1998.

Thanks for your assistance.

about world health issues and challenges, and (o strengthen public support for activilies and pragramy that improve healih Conditions worldwide.
AAWH serves as the U.5. Commitiee (o"lht World Hea‘i’m)vnﬂlmlon ind the Fan Ameriran Haalth Qrganiz ation - e

i to inform the American prople
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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION POR WORLD HEALTH
1825 K Street, N.W., Sulte 1208+ Washington, DC 20006 » Telephone 202-466-5883

June 11, 1998

Sandra Thurman

Director

Office of National AIDS Policy
736 Jackson Place, NW
Washington, DC 20503

Dear Sandy:

I am writing to you on behalf of the 1998 World AIDS Day National Advisory
Committee to request a letter from President Clinton to include in the American
Association for World Health's (AAWH) World AIDS Day Resource Booklet. The
President’s letter has been an integral component in the opening pages of the
commemoralive Resource Booklets since 1994, demonstrating the Clinton
Administration’s concern and awareness of the impact the HIV/A]Dg pandemic has
on people around the globe,

We would appreciate receiving the President’s letier as soon as possible, but no
later than July 24, 1998, so that we may include it in the opening of this year's
Resource Booklet.

As you arc aware, World AIDS Day is an intcrnational collaboration of public
health initiatives that encourage community support for the development and
implementation of HIV/AIDS education and prevention programs. World AIDS
Day initiatives also advocate the extension of respect and empathy to people living
with HIV and AIDS in communities worldwide. December 1, |99l8:’.e marks the
eleventh World AIDS Day observance.

The following points are important themes that the White House might consider
during the development of this letter:

* The 1998 World AIDS Day focus is on young people between the ages
of 15 and 24, This year's theme, “Be a Force for Change,” imparts
the message that teenagers and young adults around the globe have the
power to diminish the spread of HIV and change the face of the
HIV/AIDS pandemic.

* A myriad of factors and circumstances — experimentation with alcohol
and drugs, sharing needles, sexual abuse and exploitation, unsafe
heterosexual and homosexual practices, and a lack of “youth friendly"”
HIV/AIDS clinical and sup?on services, among others — contribute to
the increasing prevalence of HIV infections among individuals between
the ages of 1S and 24.

* Indeveloping countries, where the rate of HIV infection Is disturbingly
high, World AIDS Day initiatives need to address the special risks that
teenagers and young adults face regarding HIV/AIDS, This is
especially true for 15- to 24-year-old girls and young women who not
only are biologically predisposed to higher rates of HIV transmission,
but also who suffer from a number of social vulnerabilities as well.

{ conti'nued)

An educations! and charitable, non-profit, non-governmental agency, tax exempt under Section 501(c)3 of the laternal Revenue Code, whase purpose Is lo infarm the Anver
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. With the significant advancements in HIV/AIDS treatments, people,
particularly in the United States, have adopted a sense of
complacency. However, the HIV/AIDS pandemic is not an illness
of the past and people cannot afford to put their guard down,
especially not IS- to 24-year-olds.

. HIV/AIDS prevention and education programs that incorporate the
direct participation of teenagers and young adults have been
demonstrated to be extremely effective. Adults who organize World
AIDS Day initiatives this year need to avoid underestimating the
value or potential of the opinion and action of young people. Given

the support and opportunity, teenagers and young adults really can
“Be a Force for Change.”

In addition to receiving President Clinton’s letter no later than July 24, 1998, AAWH
would like 10 include an announcement in the Resource Booklet confirming when the White
House lights will be dimmed, as in previous years, to commemorate World AIDS Day,
The following announcement was included in last year's booklet:

Encourage your communities to join the White House in dimming their lights as a
visual demonstration expressing the worldwide commitment to stop the spread of
HIV/AIDS, from 7:45 to 8:00 pm on December |,

For your convenience, global statistics provided by the Joint United Nations Programme
on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) and a copy of the President’s letter from last year are enclosed.
If you have any questions, please fee! free (o call me.

Thanks for your assistance.

Wit

rmest personal regards,

Vil

ichard L. Wittenberg
President and Chief E tve Officer

RLW: bw

Enclosures

.03
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 15, 1997

Greetings to all those around the world observing the
tenth annual World AIDS Day. ©On this day each year, we are
called to unite in memory of those whose lives have been claimed
by HIV/AIDS, and in support of all those who are courageously
fighting this disease every day.

We have come a long way in our struggle to overcome this
epidemic, but we still have a tough road ahead. New treatments
and heightened awareness contributed tc a 19 percent dec¢line
in AIDS deaths last year. However, the battle is not over.

Recent years have seen a significant shift in the demographics of
this eplidemic, with new infections in children rising dramatically.
We must recognize these changes as we renew our efforts in the
fight.

This year’s World AIDS Day theme, "Give Children Hope in a
World with AIDS," challenges us, as Americans and as citizens of
the world, to consider the long-term repercussions of this epidemic.
In 1996 alone, 400,000 children under the age of 15 became infected
with HIV. Furthermore, over 40 percent of the more than 23 million
people living with HIV are women; and in some countries, as many as
40 percent of women visiting antenatal clinics in urban areas are
HIV-positive. These numbers are alarming not only because of their
direct implications for those women, but alsc because they signify
a great danger of mother-child transmission of HIV.

As this disease infects our children, it strikes at the future
of our nation and our world. We must ensure that those already
infected are fully cared for and educate those not infected so that
they may protect themselves. I remain fully committed to the battle
against this epidemic. The strides we make today will translate
into a better life for our children tomorrow.

Hillary joins me in sending best wishes for a successful World
AIDS Day.

Rin &4
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Please note: The following informational pages are from the
UNAIDS 1998 World AIDS Campaign package. The UNAIDS
slogan is slightly different and focuses on a broader age group
than the theme selected for the 1998 World AIDS Day initiative
in the United States.

The theme for the 1998 World AIDS Day initiative in the United
_States is “Be a Force for Change.” The American Association
- for World Health has narrowed the focus of this important

public health initiative to young people between the ages of 15
and 24.

.85
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FORCE FOR CHANGE

World AIDS Campaign with Young Peaple

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) and its co-
sponsors and partners have chosen to focus the 1998 World AIDS
Campaign on young people. The main reasons for this focus are;

- Over 50% of new infections with HIV, the virus that causes AIDS, are
now occurring in young people in the 10-24 age group. Young people
are particularly vulnerable to HIV infection and are being very seriously
affected by the epidemic.

- Young people have the power to change the course of the epidemic.
Young people are not only being infected and affected by HIV/AIDS,

but they are also a key resource in mobilizing an expanded and
effective response.

The campaign will be a chance to sustain the momentum created during
last year's campaign on the theme of “Children living in a world with AIDS”
and to build on some of the initiatives that were begun over the past
months. Similarly, it is hoped that the activities initiated during the course
of this year will be carried over beyond the year-end, and that the
campaign will be seen as an occasion to develop new approaches and to
achieve consensus about what needs to be done in both the immediate
future and the longer-term.

The theme that has been selected for the 1998 campaign is “Force for
Change: World AIDS Campalign with Young People”. This highlights
the intention of the Steering Committee that the campaign be used as a
real opportunity to set up and strengthen processes for involving young
people in reducing the spread of HIV, as well as mobilizing support for
young people who are already suffering from the impact of the epidemic on
their own lives, their families and their communities. The campaign also
provides a platform for emphasizing the links between HIV/AIDS and other
factors that are critical to young people's health and development
including, in this anniversary year of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the promation and protection of their rights.

In preparing this campaign, UNAIDS has been advised by a Steering
Committee composed of its cosponsors (UNICEF, UNDP, UNFPA,
UNESCO, WHO, and World Bank) as well as the Association Frangols-
Xavier Bagnoud, Education International, the International Federation of
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, MTV International, Rotary
International, and the World Assembly of Youth.
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Theme of the Campalgn \

Force for Change: World AIDS Campaign with Young People

Goal of the Campalign

To mobilize young people to reduce the spread of HIV infection and to strengthen
support for young people infected and affected by HIV/AIDS. To promote and protect
their human rights.

Objectlves, Messages and Outcomes

This framework document outlines the overall goal and objectives of the campaign and
serves as a guide for action. The main ideas are supported by messages and
outcomes that remain broad and qualitative so that they can be adapted to country-
level needs. On a country level this document can be used as a base to develop the
most effective course of action: outlining specific activities, determining who the main
actors will be, and taking into account the urban-rural and socio-economic and cultural
differences within each context. At the end of the year, the outcomes will help to
determine the campaign's contribution in promoting young people's health and
development.

’

1. Promote young people’s genuine participation

Messages

e Young people care about making the world a better place and can be a force for
change in promoting health and human rights when they are supported by
adults.

« Young people can be mobilized and trained as health promoters for their peers
and friends.

* Through direct participation young people can further develop a genuine sense
of their own competence and responsibility.

e Young people can play a valuable and lasting role if their participation is taken
seriously by adults and aimed at developing their competencies and strengths.

e Openness on the part of adults, especially parents, to listen to and communicate
with their children is a necessary part of young people's healthy development.

Outcomes

1.1 Young people’s involvement in taking action to ensure their access to information,
education, youth-friendly health services, and supportive environments.

1.2 Adults’ increased understanding of the strengths of young people and recognition
of their potential to contribute to families and communities.
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/ 1.3 Increased opportunities for young people to contribute actively to their families
N and communities while enhancing their own well-being.

1.4 Recognition and support of effective organizations in which young psople actively
participate in the development and implementation of policy.

2. Promote policies and actlon for young people’s health and development using
a human rights framework

Messages

4 The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the UN Convention on the Rights of
the Child, and the UN Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of
Discrimination against Women, can serve as powerful instruments for reducing
discrimination and vulnerability to HIV/AIDS,

¢ Meeting and protecting human rights to information, education, recreation, safe
spaces, and employment is fundamental to reducing new HIV infections.

e Young people have the right to be protected from discrimination and exploitation
irrespective of their sex, sexual practices, and HIV status.

e Young men should not be fooled into believing that being manly means having
unprotected sex with many women, Being manly is the ability to stand up to
negative pressure from friends.

o Effective youth work recognizes the strengths of young people.

¢ Information is not enough! Young people have the right to develop skills, access
services, and live in supportive environments.

e Good quality sexual and reproductive health programmes can delay first
intercourse and protect sexually active young people from unwanted pregnancy
and from sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV.

» Prevention works: In Uganda, HIV prevalence among pregnant women aged 15-
19 years dropped by over 20% between 1990-93 and 1994-85. In Northern
Thailand 21-year-old males have increased their condom use when visiting sex
workers from 60% in 1991 to 90 % in 1995.

= Health services must be of good quality, confidential, accessible, affordable, and
provided with respect.

e The media can increase societal debate on young people's participation in
promoting their heaith and development.

e Young people who are infected with, and affected by, HIV/AIDS have a right to
- health care and need support in dealing with loss and grief.
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Outcomes \

2.1 Programmes and policies developed and implemented for young people are
grounded in the principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child, and the UN Convention on the Elimination
of all Forms of Discrimination against Women,

2.2 Stated commitment by governments, and the civic and private sectors to
promoting young people's fundamental rights to information, education,
recreation, safe spaces, and employment.

2.3 Better informed educators, school administrators and parents who can promote
skills-based school programmes on sexua! and reproductive health, gender
equality, as well as skills for coping with and reducing substance use and
violence.

2.4 Quality educational and entertainment programmes promoting young people's
health and development on national and regional television and radio networks.

2.5 Trained health-care prolessionals and counsellors who understand and provide
youth-friendly and gender-sensitive sexual and reproductive health services for
young people. These services should include counselling, testing, treatment of
sexually transmitted diseases (STDs), peer support, and access to HIV prevention
and contraceptive supplies.

2.6 Support by governments and law enforcement offices for programmes providing
youth-friendly counselling and treatment for drug-related problems, clean injection
equipment, and information on needie sterilization techniques.

2.7 Developed and expanded community-based support networks for young people
affected by and infected with HIV, as well as for AIDS orphans.

2.8 Statements by world leaders and celebrities from each region calling for young
people's participation in developing policies and taking action on young people's
health and development.

2.9 Activities related to the 1998 World AIDS Campaign are extended beyond the
’ campaign year. '

3. Increase awareness of the Impact of HIV/AIDS on young people and young
people’s Impact on the course of the epldemic

Messages
e Of the 30 million people living with HIV in the world, 9 out of 10 do not know that
they are infected.

e 7,000 young people aged 10-24 are infected with HIV every day. Five young
people are infected with HIV every minute.

e 1.7 million young people are infected with HIV every year in Africa. 700,000
young people are infected with HIV every year in Asia and the Pacific.
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- * By the year 2020 there will be over 40 million orphans under the age of 15 in 23
countries highly affected by HIV/AIDS. Most of these children will have lost their
parents to AIDS.,

e Young people’s energy, idealism, and commitment can be channelied to stop
the further spread of the HIV/AIDS epidemic and its social and economic
impact,

e Programmes have demonstrated young people can be valuable resources when
given concrete opportunities to promote their own health and development. It is
critical to involve young people in developing and implementing policies and
programming with and for young people.

¢ Young men and women living with HIV often face severe discrimination within
their families, communities, schools, and workplaces.

e Young people infected with HIV have the same rights to education, health care
and support as young people who are not infected with HIV.

e (Gay and lesbian young peocple are often the victims of discrimination and
violence. Such discrimination reduces their access to relevant HIV prevention
programmes, to friendly health care, and to supportive environments.

e Some young people such as sex workers, drug users, street youth, domestic
labourers, young men in the military, indigenous young people, and imprisaned
youth are especially vulnerable to HIV/AIDS. The social and economic
conditions in which they live reduce their ability to protect themselves and others
against HIV infection.

e There are 250 million working children under the age of 18. At least one-third are
performing dangerous work such as bonded labour, commercial sex, and
domestic service which violates their rights to health and development and
makes them particularly vulnerable to HIV infection.

¢ Young people who are commercially sexually exploited have little or no power to
negotiate safer sex.

¢ For many young people, unprotected sex may be a means of securing money,
affection, comfort, shelter and protection.

» Young women are biologically and socially more vulnerable to HIV infection than
young men. HIV infection among young women aged 13-19 in Uganda Is 20
times higher than in young men of the same age.

= Young women's control over safer sex is inadequate. A study in Jamaica found
that 47% of girls had been pregnant by age 19, and that over 80% of these
pregnancies were unwanted.

¢ More than half of the 333 million new cases of STDs per year are among young
peaople.

e Young women often face physical and sexual violence from their partners, family
members, sex partners, teachers, and employers placing them at high risk for
unwanted pregnancies, sexually transmitted diseases and HIV/AIDS.

¢ Young people often face major barriers in accessing health care. Such barriers
include excessive cost and health providers' discrimination against young
people. These violations of rights must stop to change the course of the
epidemic.
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N
e We need to know at what age young women and young men are being Infected \
with RIV in order to develop effective interventions.

Outcomes

3.1 Statements by community and national leaders promoting young people as a
force for change in HIV/AIDS prevention and support.

3.2 Increased media and government attention to young people’s vulnerability and
risk behaviours for HIV including: young women's vulnerability to HIV; violence In
the home, school, workplace, and public space; limited access to voluntary HIV
counselling, testing, medical treatment and care; shared drug injection equipment
and sexual risk behaviour.

3.3 Data on young people with HIV/AIDS disaggregated by age and sex, collected,
analysed and disseminated.

4. Mobilize soclal and private sectors to work In partnership on young people’s
health and development

Message

e Partnerships between social and private sectors, which include sharing of
resources and joint action for young people, are powerful forces in changing a
world with AIDS.

Qutcomes

4.1 Partnerships on young people's health and development, bringing together
governmental and non-governmental organizations including community, youth,
and religious organizations, as well as people living with HIV/AIDS, academic
institutions, international agencies, the media, and the private sector.

4.2 Young people, community groups and the private sector collaborate in supporting
cultural and recreational activities to promote young people's health and
development,

5. Monitor the campaign
Messages
e The 1998 World AIDS Campaign provides a platform to promote policies and

action on young people’s health and development.

¢ The 1998 World AIDS Campaign is an opportunity to increase young people’s
participation in policies and action which promote their own health and
development.
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Outcomes

5.1 Examples of the campaign's contribution towards promoting young people's
participation in ensuring their own health and development.

52 Examples of the campaign's contribution towards promoting policies and action on
young people’s health and development using the human rights framework.

5.3 Examples of the campaign's contribution to increasing awareness of the impact of

HIV/AIDS on young people and young people’s impact on the course of the
epidemic.

5.4 Examples of the campaign's ability to mobilize social and private sector
partnerships for young people’s health and development.



