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United States Department of State

DISEASE AND DIPLOMACY: FOREIGN POLICY, U.S. INTERESTS AND MEETING 
THE GLOBAL CHALLENGE OF EMERGING INFECTIOUS DISEASES 

A Conference Jointly Sponsored by the Department of State 
Bureau of Intelligence and Research, the Foreign Service Institute, 

the Bureau of Oceans, Environment and Sciences 
and the National Intelligence Council 

Friday October 31,1997 
National Foreign Affairs Training Center 

Arlington, Virginia

8:00 Registration and Coffee (Room C-3116/ Lobby Area)
8:30 The Global Challenge of Emerging Infectious Diseases

Rafe Pomerance - Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for 
Oceans, Environment and Science

8:45 Emerging Infectious Disease (EID) and its Impact on U.S. Interests
How has the global incidence of EID already affected U.S. interests? How has the 
international community responded thus far? How does the U.S. system for dealing with 
EID compare with the WHO ? What are the toughest political, economic and public 
health aspects of EID facing the U.S. over the next decade? What has the U.S. 
accomplished and what gaps remain?

Dr. James Hughes National Center for Infectious Diseases/CDC
Dr. C. J. Peters CDC-Special Pathogens
Dr. Gail Cassell University of Alabama
Dr. Micheal Osterholm Minnestota Department of Public Health
Dr. Peter Jahrling USAMRHD

10:30: Break

10:45 Disease and Diplomacy: Foreign Policy and Meeting the EID Challenge 
Nancy Carter-Foster - Director, Office of Emerging Infectious

Diseases, Department of State

How can diplomacy and U.S. foreign policy reinforce and advance the objectives of 
containment, coordinated response, research, surveillance and prevention of EID? What 
bilateral and multilateral avenues and policy options can be pursued to further these 

goals?
Dr. D. A. Henderson Johns Hopkins University 
Laurie Garrett Lecturer/University of California

PLEASE NOTE: fAll conference remarks are off the record and not for attribution]

12:30 Conference Adjourns



Disease and Diplomacy: Foreign Policy, U.S. Interests and Meeting 
the Global Challenge of Emerging Infectious Diseases

October 31,1997

Participants

Microbiology at the University of Alabama School of Medicine and Dentistry. During her eight 
year tenure as Chairman, the Department of Microbiology has ranked first every year in the 
amount of research funding received from the National Institute of Health. Dr. Cassell is a 
former President of the American Society for Microbiology, and has just completed a three year 
term as a member of the National Institute of Health Director’s Advisory Committee and as a 
member of the Advisory Council of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases at 
the National Institute of Health.

Nancy Carter-Foster is the Director of the Department of State’s Emerging Infectious Diseases 
and HIV / AIDS Program in the Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental and 
Scientific Affairs. Ms. Carter-Foster has extensive experience in international negotiations, 
international population and women’s issues, as well as health, environmental issues, and 
international trade and management. She is responsible for having the HIV / AIDS issue put on 
the agenda in the bilateral and international forums, and is presently coordinating the Federal 
Government’s international effort to establish a global early warning and response network to 
combat the challenge of emerging infectious diseases.

Laurie Garrett is a medical writer for Newsday. She is currently on leave from Newsday, and is 
teaching science writing at the University of California School of Journalism in Berkeley. Ms. 
Garrett was previously a Science Correspondent for National Public Radio. She has a degree in 
biochemistry from the University of California in Santa Cruz, and was a Ph.D candidate at the 
University of California in Berkeley in immunology before taking leave to work in Journalism. 
She is a member of the American Association for the Advancement of Science and President of 
the National Association of Science Writers. Ms. Garrett’s book The Coming Plague: Newly 
Emerging Diseases in a World Out of Balance was published in 1994, and was translated into 
German, Japanese, and Portuguese in 1996.

Donald Ainslie Henderson is the Distinguished Service Professor at the School of Hygiene and 
Public Health at The Johns Hopkins University. Dr. Henderson also served as the Deputy 
Assistant Secretary for Health and the Senior Science Adviser for the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services from 1993 to 1995. He was also the Associate Director for Life Sciences at 
the Office of Science and Technology Policy in the Executive Office of the President from 1991 
o 1993. Prior to these positions. Dr. Henderson was the Edgar Berman Professor in International 
Health at Johns Hopkins from 1990 to 1993, and the Dean of Epidemiology and International 
Health at The Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public Health from 1977 to 1990.



James M. Hughes is the Director of the National Center for Infectious Diseases and the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. Dr. Hughes previously served as the Deputy Director of the 
NCID from 1988 to 1992. Prior to this, he served as Director of the Hospital Infections Program 
at CDC from 1983 to 1988. Dr. Hughes has worked extensively on foodborne, waterborne, and 
other diarrheal diseases, and is a Fellow of the American College of Physicians and the 
Infectious Diseases Society of America.

Peter B. Jahrling is a Senior Research Scientist for Medical Defenses Against Infectious 
Diseases at the U.S. Army Research Institute for Infectious Diseases. Dr. Jahrling also served at 
US AMRIID as the Chief of the Virology Division in 1992, and the Chief of the Department of 
Pathogenesis and Immunology from 1984 to 1992. He was also a consultant for the World 
Health Organization from 1968 to 1972, and is currently a guest editor at CDC /NIH for 
Biosafety in Microbiological and Biomedical Laboratories. Dr. Jahrling has published 
extensively in a variety of medical journals, and is also a member of the American Society for 
Microbiology and the American Society for Virology.

Michael T. Osterholm is the State Epidemiologist and Chief of the Acute Disease 
Epidemiology Section of the Minnesota Department of Health. He is also an Adjunct Professor 
at the University of Minnesota’s School of Public Health. Dr. Osterholm is the author of more 
than 150 papers and 12 book chapters regarding various areas of infectious disease 
epidemiology. He is a frequent consultant to the World Health Organization, the National 
Institutes of Health, the Food and Drug Administration, and the Center for Disease Control. Dr. 
Osterholm has won five major research awards from the NIH and CDC, and he currently serves 
as a principal investigator for the CDC Emerging Infections Program.

Clarence James Peters is the chief of the Special Pathogens Branch in the Division of Viral and 
Rickettsial Diseases at the Center for Disease Control. Prior to holding this position. Dr. Peters 
was Chief of the Disease Assessment Division at the U.S. Army Research Institute for Infectious 
Diseases from 1984 to 1991. He has also served at USAMRIID as the Chief of the Medical 
Division from 1982 to 1984, and the Chief of the Department of Viral Pathogenesis and 
Immunology in the Virology Division from 1980 to 1982. Dr. Peters is the author of the recently 
published book Virus Hunter, as well as numerous books and articles dealing with disease issues.

Rafe Pomerance is the Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Environment and Development. 
Prior to this appointment, Mr. Pomerance served as a Senior Associate at the World Resources 
Institute from 1986 to 1993. He has participated in the negotiations of the Montreal Protocol on 
Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer and in the work of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change, as well as on the International Negotiating Committee on Climate Change. Mr. 
Pomerance has served as President of the Friends of the Earth, and was the coordinator of the 
Urban Environment Conference and the National Clean Air Coalition.



United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

October 17,1997

TO: ONAP - LaHona Romocki

FROM: INR/RES - Robert E. McCreight

SUBJECT; Special Conference on '‘Dieease and Diplomacy" ■ October 31

Yon are cortfally invited “ “gP“'^oXutSon'Bon"ev^d, Arlington, on the
National Foreign Affairs Training Center ( ), ^nd Meeting the Challenge of
topic. -Disease and Diplomacy: Foreign U-S-mt^es ^
Emerging Infectious Diseases.” Cot .gj j attached. All attendees must RSVP at
Room C-3116. bXc t^^^ a Department of State facUity, all
the number given below by October 29 jj^j^^ent badges must RSVP to Ms. Joanne
bS (S-" w COT wedn«day Ocher 29. prodding yonr name and aocial

security number, to ensure access to the event.
Phia eonfcnee will ---core W[rS?p""i^fS;rSe"

public health commumties to ^ Leading national
and dieir effects on mission goals, national in which diplomatic
experts on the subject of BID have ^en assem .. Significant EID challenges ahead,
efforts and U.S. foreign policy can ^mem of State Sd the National Intelligence
Scn"cS'!S?feerccmd" andnot fer attrihndon. We looh forward to aeenrg 

you at the conference October 31.

Attachments;
Conference Agenda 
Map to FSI
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Friday October 31,1997 
National Foreign Affairs Training Center 

Arlington, Virginia

8 00 Reristratlon and Coffee (Room C-3116/Lobby
8 30 ThI Global ChaUenge of Emerging Inf^oiis

Timothy WIrth ■ Undersecretary of State for Gto ff

(The importance and
(/S. EID ohjecttres In terms of security. smhlUty and

sustainable development)
8:45 Emergi„gInfeo«oueIMseaoe(m-^«»^«»“U-S^^^^^

How has the global mcidence of Em ^ V ^ ^ g for dealing wjlh
inrematiooal cot™^ “poUncal. economic and public

accomplished and what gaps tewml center for Infectious Diseases
rTpZlm CDC-Special Pathogens

Zt^hohn
Dr. Peter JahrUng USAWOID

10:30: Break

10:45 Disease and Dipiomacyi Foreign
Melinda KtmbU oZm^EnvLLent and Science

HOW can diplomacy and U.S.

bilateral
goals?

siiisr- C'.sssri-.‘
(AU conference remarks are off the record and not for attributionj

12.30 Conference Adjourns
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