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PROGRAM nVRItVTFW 

Name of Project:

MENTAL HEALTH CARE PROVIDER EDUCATION IN fflV/AIDS PROGRAM

Description of

This 10-year major education effort (initiated in 1986 in the National Institute of Mental 
Health) promotes training opportunities for the full cadre of mental health care providers 
who come in contact with people affected by HIV/AIDS. The goal of the program is to 
enhance the Nation's ability to have an impact upon the HIV/AIDS epidemic by training
the traditional mental health care providers and other health care workers who often are 
fronMiEe providers of nKiitai Mlth services, sucli as meuical students, primary care 
puysicians, and Oie clergy ana oilier spiritual provluers.

ofAll of to iiKliViQual projects aocircss tiic neuropsycniEiric ana me psycnosociai aspects
HiV/AIDS, methods for copins with HIV/AIDS, and approaches to prevent the spread of
HIV infection.

All of die individual projects have voluntarily agreed to a set of common data elements to 
use for a small multi-site evaluation of the Program.

Issue:

Many menial health care providers lack experience in diagnosing, assessing, and addresslnp the mental health needs of people affected by HTv/AIDS = ddiers need tmining
fn fppi tiinrp rnfn-Fr'sTTOhlA OATV^ir-A? fA. nAArxlA UT\r/ATr\Q
tv AVWl aiiUiW WUUiVltUViW Vf ibll iT.l T IVWJ tV pwVp’iW W lUi J.AX V

Achieving uiis common goal, however, calls for a multifoceteu approach, liKluding
clinicai training, peer-based and continuing education, curriculum development, and 
knowledge transfer.

What Learned:

This $3 inillion effort currently supports 12 education grants and 4 education coniracis 
with a single obiective in mind: to improve access to appropriate mental health services
for people living with HTV/AIDS and their families or partners. Each education project 
targets at least five provider groups and trains at least 1.000 mental health care providers 
and students for each of the 3 years of the grant/'contract.

■aAs a result of tose projects trainiijg efforts have been extended into rural aroas; there h;
been an increase in training of mental health care providers serving ethnic minority
populations; and physician education strategies, including continuing medical education, 
have been strengthened.
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Funding History:

In FY 1996, due to lack of funds in the CMHS budget, the 12 grant projects received no-cost 
extensions to continue their projects. For FY 1997, the CMHS funding appropriation is sufficient 
to continue the 12 grant and 4 contract projects at least at their FY 1995 level of support. This 
will enable all of the projects to provide education to at least 1000 providers and meet the goals 
of the Program.
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