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© May 18, 1999

TO: Mrs. Clinton

FROM:  Neera Tanden

g Ruby Shamir

CC: Marsh‘a Berry

RE: ' Briefing for interview with Dan Rather on children 'zind violcnce_ |

Attached is a binder with background matenals related to youth violence that we prepared for
your interview this Thursday Please let us know if you want additional materials, wh1ch we
can send to you on the road ~ o
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May 18, 1999

Memorandum for Hilla;y Rodham Clinton -

From:

Subject:

Neera Tanden

Ruby Shamir

“Your Activities in the Wake of Littleton

You have part1c1pated in the following activities post-Littleton (listed here in chronological

order):

April 22
April 27
April 28
April 29
April 29
May 8

May 10
May 12
May 20

Al Shanker Speech before AFT

Event with the President-on Guns Control Initiative

Column on Littleton

Principal for a Day

Jefferson Jackson Dinner

Mother’s Day Event on Guns

White House Strategy Session on Children, Violence and Responsibility
Column on Gun Control and National Campalgn

Trip to Littleton



THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

- For Immediate Release ‘ T Méy 18, 1999

STATEMEN'_I‘ BY THE PRESIDENT

I want to commend the Senate for reversing its position of last year and voting
overwhelmingly today to require that child safety locks be provided with every gun sold. This -
was a courageous, common sense vote that will help prevent tragic shootings and gun-related
accidents in the future. 2 _ , L

I also want to thank Speaker Hastert for agreeing that we should close the gun show
loophole and raise the age of handgun ownership from 18 to 21. The Senate should likewise put
progress over politics and give its strong backing to these reasonable measures to keep guns out
of the hands of children and criminals. 1 urge Senator Lott to let the Senate keep working on the
juvenile crime bill and give every Senator the chance to vote on these common sense provisions.

30-30-30.
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TO:

FROM:

Date:

The‘First Lady .
Neera Tanden
Crime Issues

May 17, 1999

I wanted to provide you with a brief update on gun control and other crime issues.

I. Gun Amendments to the Juvenile Crime Billf

As part of its con51derat10n of Juvemle crime legxslatlon last week, the Senate voted on a number

_ of gun-related amendments

(1) Gun shows: The Senate narrowly passed two amendments dealing with gun shows. After
voting to table the Lautenberg amendment to require background checks at all gun shows

(51

-47), the Senate passed a Craig amendment establishing a system of voluntary background

checks for unlicensed sellers at gun shows. After considerable criticism, Republicans tried to

- strengthen their gun shows amendment the next day by making background checks

" mandatory for some gun sales at gun shows. However, the Republicans' revised amendment
remains problematic for a number of reasons:

- (a) It continues to exempt some gun sellers -- or a new class of "special licensees" created

by the amendment -- from mandatory background checks.

(b) It rolls back current law to exempt pawnshops from conducting background checks on.
redeemed firearms., It is worth noting that persons who redeem firearms at pawnshops are
more than 3 tlmes as likely to be a prohibited purchasers under law.

(c). It undermines federal law enforéement by not requiring a new class of persons
allowed to conduct background checks -- special registrants” -- to assist law enforcement
in tracing firearms; and by not allowing federal law enforcement to require gun show
sellers to certify that they are in comphance with state and‘ local gun laws, as the
Lautenberg amendment would. : ~ «

(d) It would weaken the Brady Law by requiring background checks at gun shows to take
place withinr a 24-hour period (not a business day). Under the Brady Law, the FBI has up
to 3 business days if necessary to clanfy arrest records, and it requires addntmnal time in

~ about 20 to 30 percent of the background checks. Thus, a background ‘check conducted

Saturday morning at a gun show would have to be completed by Sunday morning, even
though the state court officer -- where many criminal records are kept -- would be closed.



‘ ) Despite these problems, the Republican gun shows “fix” passed by a 48-47 vote (with'4
Democrats not voting). This amendment also included $50 million for enhanced federal
firearms prosecutions, increased penalties for criminals who use firearms, a watered down
version of juvenile Brady, and an expansion of the Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative.

(2) Assault weapons: The Senate passed versions of two proposals included in the
Administration's gun legislation.. The Senate passed an Ashcroft amendment to bar juvenile
possession of assault rifles and large capacity ammunition clips. Unlike the Administration's
proposal, however, the Ashcroft ban contains numerous exemptions that track those for .
handguns in the Youth Handgun Safety Act (e.g., hunting, ranching, etc.), and it only bans
possession through age 18. The Administration's bill would have banned assault weapons
and clips in every instance and for all persons under the age of 21. The Senate also passed
the Feinstein amendment to bar the importation of all large capacity ammunition magazines.

(3) Internet sales: The Senate voted down a Schumer amendment to require background
checks for firearms sold on the Internet.

‘Although the Senate is expected to resume consideration of the juvenile crime bill and
other gun amendments this week, the bill may be taken off the floor if Republicans and
Democrats do not reach any agreement on how to limit the number of outstanding amendments.

IL 1998 FBI Crime Data

Yesterday, the FBI released the preliminary 1998 Uniform Crime Report, which showed that
overall crime fell by 7 percent from 1997. Between 1997 and 1998, both violent and property
crime decreased by 7 percent. Violent crime: murder dropped by 8 percent, rape and assault fell
by 5 percent each, and robbery fell by 11 percent. Property crime: larceny-theft fell 6 percent,
burglary and arson down 7 percent each, and motor vehicle theft declined by 10 percent. Crime
decreased in all regions, with the West reporting the largest drops in violent crime (9 percent)
and the Midwest reporting the smallest decreases (4 percent). Serious crime fell in cities of all
sizes, with large cities (populations from 250,000-999,999) and suburban cities (50,000 to

", 99,999) reporting the largest decreases (8 percent each) and smaller cities with populations of

less than 10,000 reporting the smallest decreases (4 percent). This is the seventh year the nation
. has witnessed a decline in violent crime.



May 9, 1999
BRIEFING ON STATISTICS RELATED TO YOUTH VIOLENCE

FROM:  NEERATANDEN
| RUBY SHAMIR

The following are statistics on factors that may contribute to youth violence. The first section is
a synopsis of several studies on media violence and its effects on children’s behavior. The
second section, on the state of the nation’s children, notes that feelings of depression and
isolation appear to be growing. The third section includes statistics on gun violence.

Media and Vlolence ‘ _
There have been numerous studies on the effects of televrsron violence-on children. The vast
majority of these studies, which cover a range of settings and issues, have concluded that
violence on television promotes aggressive behavior in children. ' -

Impact of Media Violence .

Studies on the effects of television violence on chrldren have taken place in a range of settings
and the vast majority of them have concluded that violence on televrsron leads to aggressive
behavior.

e The 1972 Surgeon General Report said “We know that children imitate and learn from
everything they see — parents, fellow children, school, the media; it would be extraordinary,
indeed, if they did not imitate and learn from what they see on television.” Experiments
carried out for this report revealed that violence on television causes children either to mimic
directly the actions they view, or it may instigate aggressive behavior. Other studies found
that if an actor is rewarded for violent behavior, children are more likely to imitate it.

¢ In 1992, the Journal of the American Medical Association reported that “they (young
children) do not possess an instinct for gauging a priori whether a behavior ought to be
imitated...up through the ages 3 and 4 years many children are unable to drstmgulsh fact
from fantasy in television programs

e According to the American Psychiatric Association, ignoring consequences of violence or
depicting the consequences unreasonably sets in motion a destructive encoding process.
Viewers become desensitized and fearful and begin to identify with aggressors and the
aggressors' solutions to various problems. The violent behaviors and attitudes thus encoded,
aggression is now all the more likely in personal situations.

o Studies have shown that television violence has a particularly negative effect on children who
have a tendency towards aggressive behavior. However, it is important to note that television

i



LS

violence affects youngsters of all ages, both genders, all socioeconomic levels and all levels™
of intelligence. Dr. Leonard Eron of the University of Chicago has said that television
violence creates a vicious cycle in which televised violence causes children to become more
aggressive, and these more aggressive children in turn, watch more violence on television to
justify their own behawor

Recent studles have measured the longer-term effects of television violence by tracking
subjects from childhood to adulthood. Dr. Eron led a study in 1960 that tracked 870 youth in
New York and found that a boy’s early childhood aggression in elementary school was
statistically related to aggressive anti-social behavior 10 years later. A 22-year follow-up
with the same group of children found that their early violence viewing related to their adult

- criminality at age 30.

NOTE: There has been no major research on video games or the Internet. The proposed
Surgeon General’s report would include new research on the effects of these new media.

Violent Programmmg Content

The level of violence in prime time television has remained at approximately ﬁve violent acts
per hour, while the level of violence in chddren s Saturday morning programmmg is much
higher at about 20 to 25 violent acts per hour.

Children witriess 8,000 murders and 100,000 other assorted acts of violence by the time they .
graduate from elementary school, and an estimated 200,000 acts of violence, and 16,000
simulated murders, by the time they are teens.

According to the 1996 National Television Violence Study, a three-year study financed by

* the cable industry, the majority of television programs (57%) contained some violent content.

The National Television Violence Study also found that perpetrators of violent acts on
television go unpunished 73% of the time and that 25% of violent acts on television involve
the use of a handgun. Children's programs posed special concerns because they were least
likely to depict the long-term consequences of violence (5%) and they portray violence in a
humorous fashlon 67% of the tlme :

State of the Nation’s Children

- Children and Depression

The National Mental Health Association (NMHA) cites a number of studies and statistics on
childhood depression. The NMHA also marked May 6 as Childhood Depressmn Awareness Day
to bring attention to childhood depression.

The rate of suicide for five to 24 year olds has nearly tripled since 1960, making it the
leading cause of death in adolescents and the second leading cause of death among college
age youth. (AACAP 1995)
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e Asmany as one in every 33 children and one in eight adolescents may have depression. (U S.
Center for Mental Health Services (CMHS) 1996) '

¢ Once a young person has experlenced a major depression, he or she is at risk of developmg
another depressmn within the next five years. (CMHS, 1996) :

e Two-thirds of children with mental health problerns do not get the help they need. (CMHS
1996)

* Suicide is the third leading cause of death for 15 to 24 year olds (approximately 5,000
young people) and the sixth leading cause of death for five to 15 year olds. (American
Academy of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry (AACAP), 1995.)

Youth Attitudes

As you know, the Ad Council produced a study entitled “Kids These Day: What American
Really Think About the Next Generation,” covering a range of issues. The study, a collection of
surveys, found that young people today face a moral crisis because parents are not sufficiently -
engaged in the lives of their children. The study further noted that parents do not feel that they
are able to spend enough time with their children, because they must work harder. '

The study had a special focus on teen’s attitudes, Teenagers described themselves as happy and
said that they have warm relationships with their parents and other adults. Many, however, noted
that they have a lot of free, unstructured time and said that their environs are filled with hazards
and potential trouble.

Statistics on Gun Violence

Gun Violence -

Gun violence is also on the rise, as the firearm injury rate is ten times higher than the polio
epidemic in the first half of the century. The Centers for Disease Control estimates that by 2003
the leading cause of death from injury will be from gunshots. '

e 1In 1996, 4,643 children and teenagers were. kllled by firearms in murders suicides, and
unintentional shootings.

*  Gunshot wounds are the second leading cause of death for all people aged 10-34.

. Accdrding to a February 1997 report by the Centers for Disease Control, the rate of firearm
~ deaths among children 0-14 years old is nearly twelve times higher in the United States than
in 25 other industrialized countries combmed

i
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Gun Ownership

According to a 1996 Department of Jusuce report: -

There are approximately 200 million guns in private hands even though only 25 % of all
adults in America own guns.

20% of all gun-owning households had a loaded, unlocked gun in the home, a figure that was
significantly higher among households that had a handgun, as opposed to a long gun.

- Further, the study found that 53% of long guns and 57% of handguns are usually kept

unlocked.

26% of all guns and 55% of handguns are usually kept loaded. Loaded guns of either type
are more likely to be unlocked than are unloaded guns. The result is that one in three
handguns, and one in six long guns, is kept loaded and unlocked.
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PROMOTING SCHOOL SAFETY & PREVENTING YOUTH VIOLENCE -
PreSIdent Clmton s Record ' ‘

ScHOOL VIOLENCE PREVENTION

Hosting the White House Conference on School Safety. Convening experts, paIents
prmcnpals students, law enforcement and local community leaders, the President and First Lady

held the first-ever White House Conference-on School Safety on 0ct0ber 15, 1998, to provide an

opportunity for Americans to learn more about how they can make their own schools and
communities safer.. The Conference focused both on the recent incidents of extreme violence as

- well as the causes of youth violence more generally. It included members of communities

affected by school shootings and was Imked by satelhte to schools and communmes across the
nation.

Launching a Community-Wide Response to School Safety and Youth Violence. Last
month, the President launched the Safe Schools/Healthy Students Initiative, which w111 provide
up to $180 million this year -- and a total of $380 million over the next three years -- to help 50
communities develop and implement community-wide responses to school safety and youth
violence. This initiative, which was also a product of the White House School. Safety
Conference, represents an unprecedented collaboration between the Departments of Justice,
Education and Health and Human Services to provide comprehensive educational, law
enforcement, mental health, juvenile justice, and other services to help communities prevent
youth violence and drug abuse, in and out of school. Communmcs have until June 1, 1999 to

~ apply for as much as $3 million each through this mItIatIve o

Helping to Make All Schools Safe, Dlsclplmed and Drug Free. In 1994, President Clinton
expanded the Drug-Free Schools Act into the Safe and Drug-Free Schools Act, making violence
prevention a key part of this program. Safe and Drug-Free Schools provides support for violence
and drug prevention programs to 97 percent of the nation’s school districts. At the White House
Conference on School Safety, President Clinton announced his plan for a significant overhaul of

- the nearly $600 miilion Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities Program to focus more on

effective violence prevention initiatives. Under the President’s proposal, schools will be required
to adopt rigorous, comprehensive school safety plans that include: tough, but fair, discipline
policies; safe passage to and from schools; effective drug and violence polICIes and programs;
annual school safety and drug use report cards; funding for merital health services; links to after
school programs; efforts to involve parents; and crisis management plans.

Responding to the Early Warning Signs of Troubled Youth.‘ President Clinton directed the
Secretary of Education and the Attorney General to.develop a guide to help teachers and
principals identify and respond to the early warning signs of troubled youth that can lead to
school violence. In August 1998, the Departments of Justice and Education released Early
Warning, Timely Response: A Guide to Safe Schools. The guide, aimed at teachers, principals,
parents, and others who work with young people, provides information on how to identify and
respond to the early warning signs of troubled youth that can lead to violence in schools. In
addition, the guide also instructs schools on how to develop a violence prevention plan and .




' prbvides a crisis procedure checklist for schools to use if violence occurs. Finally, the guide lists.

" actions students can take - such as listening to troubled friends, involving trusted adults, and

asking law enforcement to conduct school safety audits -- to help create safer schools. More than
200,000 guides already have been distributed to schools across the nation, and 150,000
additional coples will'be distributed ncxt week.

- Creating a New Federal Response for Violent Deaths in Schools. President Clinton has

proposed a $12 million School Emergency Response to Violence -- or Project SERV -- in his FY
2000 budget to help schools and local communities respond to school-related violent deaths,

" such as those that occurred last school year in Jonesboro, Arkansas; Paducah, Kentucky; Pearl,

- Mississippi; and Springfield, Oregon. Developed with input from local officials and educators in

these and other communities, Project SERV 'will enable the federal government to assist local

communities in much the same way that the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

assists in response to natural disasters. The program will also help communities build the

infrastructure necessary to bring more mental health services into their schools.

Hiring School Resource Officers, Targeting Assistance to Schools with Serious Crime
Problems. To help give schools with crime problems the tools they need to put the security of
our children first, at the White House Conference on School Safety, the President announced a
new $65 million initiative to hire up to 2,000 community police and School Resource Officers to-
work in schools -- and to train police, educators and other members of the community to help
.- recognize the early warning signs of violence. :

Forging School-Bascd Partnerships Between Schools and Law Enforcement. Under the
School-Based Partnerships grant program, the Clinton Administration released $16.4 million in
grants to 155 law enforcement agencies in September 1998. The School-Based Partnerships
grants will be used by policing agencies to work with schools and community-based
organizations to address crime at and around schools. This initiative emphasizes using principles
of community policing and problem-solving methods to address the causes of school-related
crime. The grants will help forge or strengthen partnerships bétween local law enforcement and
schools to focus on school crime, drug use and discipline problems.

Issuing the First Annual Report on School Safety. In December 1997, President Chnton
called for an Annual Report on School Safety, which was released on October 15, 1998 and sent
to every school in the nation. The report includes: an analysis of all existing national school
crime data and an overview of state and local crime reporting; examples of schools and strategies
that are successfully reducing school violence, drug use and class disruption; actions that parents
can take locally to combat school crime; and resources available to schools and commumtxes to
help create safe, disciplined and drug-free schools.

GUN CONTROL

Keeping Guns Out of the Hands of Children. A number of laws and initiatives are keeping
guns out of the hands of children and away from criminals. For instance, since the Brady Law’s
enactment, over 250,000 felons, fugitives and stalkers have been denied handguns, and the 1994
Crime Bill banned 19 of the deadliest assault weapons and their copies -- keeping assault
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~ weapons off America’s streets. The Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative (YCGII) is cracking
down on the illegal gun markets that supply firearms to juveniles and criminals in 37 target ‘
cities. The ATF has already traced more than 77,000 crime guns in the YCGII cities, which has
led to the investigation and arrest of hundreds of illegal gun traffickers supplying guns to
juveniles and criminals. The Administration’s FY 2000 budget proposal proposes adding ATF

" agents to new YCGII cities to assist in gun trafﬁcklng investigations. In addition to these
programs, President Clinton 51gned a directive to every federal agency, requiring child safety
locking devices with every handgun issued to federal law -enforcement officers. And, in an
historic agreement, eight major gun manufacturers have voluntarily agreed to provide child
safety locking devices with all their handguns, helping to protect our children.

Enforcing Zero Tolerance for Guns and Other Weapons in Schools. In October 1994,
President Clinton signed into law the Gun-Free Schools Act, requiring states to have in effect a
law requiring local education agencies (LEASs) to expel students who bring guns to school.. The
President issued a Presidential Directive later that month to enforce "zero tolerance" for guns in
schools, a policy requiring the expulsion of students who bring guns to schools. In school year
1996-97, the U.S. Department of Education estimates that, under zero tolérance policies, 6,093

- students were expelled from public schools for bringing a firearm to school.

CULTURE

Giving Families A New Tool -- A Content-Based Television Ratings System. Striving to
protect children from violence and adult content on television, the President and Vice President
garnered a breakthrough agreement from the television industry to create a content-based-
voluntary ratings system. The new system went into effect October 1, 1997, giving parents the
information they need to determine if TV shows are appropriate for viewing by their children and
identifying which programs they want to block from their homes through screening technology
(the V-chip). The voluntary rating system includes age- and content-based ratings.

Helping Parents Control What Comes Into Their Living Room with the V-Chip. Four years
ago, President Clinton and Vice President Gore used the Family Policy Conference in Nashville
to call for V-chip legislation -- to give parents new tools to help them screen out television

* programs that are not fit for their kids. Under strong leadership from the White House, the
following year saw Congress enact the Telecommunications Act of 1996 which included V-chip
legislation. Now, by January 2000, all new televisions are scheduled to include this screening
technology. :

Hosting the White House Conference on Children’s Television. In July 1996, the President,
- Vice President, and First Lady convened the White House Conference on Children’s Television
to improve and expand education television for children. Conference participants included
parents, industry representatives, advocates, experts and advertisers. At the Conference, the ,
television industry joined with the President and ag,reed to air more educational and instructional
children’s shows.

Encouraging More Educational Television. At the President’s urging, the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) adopted clear and concrete rules to encourage the




development and promotion of TV programming that would be both welcomed by parents and .
watched by children. The rules require three hours of regularly scheduled, half-hour weekly
educational and instructional programming as a requirement for license renewal.

Promoting a “Family Friendly” Internet. The President and Vice President have worked to
make cyberspace a safe place for children. The Administration has enlisted the assistance of
numerous stakeholders, including industry leaders, teachers, parents, Internet users and librarians
to work towards the creation of a “family friendly” Internet. The Administration’s three part
strategy includes: 1) mdustry commitments to provide blocking, filtering and labeling technology
for use by parents and teachers using the *Net; 2) effective enforcement of existing laws; and 3)
increased parental awareness and involvement. This strategy is designed to give parents and
teachers the tools they need to prevent children from getting access to mapproprlate materlal on
the Internet, and to g;ulde them towards hlgh-quahty educational resources.

MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES

Increased Funding for Children’s Mental Health Services: From 1993 to 1999, the President
has increased funding for children’s mental health services from just $5 million to $78 million.
Significant parts of this funding will be used to provide link schools with mental health services.

Substantial New Increases to Improve Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment. In
1999, the Congress responded to the Administration’s proposal to substantially increase

substance abuse prevention and treatment activities. Congress has approved a critical $275
million increase in the Substance Abuse Block Grant at the Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration (SAMSHA). With this increase, over $1.5 billion will be allocated to the
block grant in FY 1999 enabling tens of thousands of high-risk youth, pregnant women, and other
underserved Americans to get much-needed drug treatment and prevention services.

New Investments in Mental Health Services at SAMHSA. The President’s FY 99 budget

included a new $13 million increase in mental health block grant. With this increase, the block
- grant will contain $288 million in mental health spending this year. These services provide

much needed treatment, counseling and services for thousands of people with mental illnesses.

VIOLENCE PREVENTION

Providing Safe After-School Opportunities for More than a Million Children a Year. Last
year (FY98), the 21st Century Community Learning Centers program was expanded to $200
million. This funding is already supporting hundreds of school-based after-school programs in
rural and urban schools in 44 states and the District of Columbia, including weekend and
summer programs. This year, the President proposed to triple this initiative -- to $600 million --
to provide safe and educational after-school opportunities for up to 1.1 million school-age
children in communities across the country. In addition, the Education Department released a
report in June 1998, titled Safe and Smart: Making the After-School Hours Work for Kid. This
report shows that after-school programs can lower juvenile crime and improve academic
performance. Safe and Smart was sent to every school district in the country.



Cracking Down on Truancy Truancy prevention initiatives have been shown to keep more .
children in school and dramatically reduce daytime crime. The Educatlon Department issued a

- guidebook to the 15,000 school districts nationwide which outlmes the central characteristics of a
comprehensive truancy prevention policy and highlights model initiatives in cities and towns
across the country. Since then, the Education Department has provided grants to local school
districts to develop umovatwe truancy prevention programs of the kind described in the
guidebook.

. ;o .
Encouraging Schools to Adopt School Uniform Policies. School uniforms have beén found to
be a promising strategy to reduce violence while promoting discipline and respect in school.
Because of this, the Clinton Administration has encouraged schools to.consider adopting school
uniform policies by sharing with every school district a school uniforms manual prepared by the
Department of Education in consultation with local communities and the Department of Justice.
Since the President highlighted school uniforms, a growing number of schools have adopted
these policies 1ncludmg New York City, Dade County, San Antonio, Houston, Chicago and
Boston.

Supporting Curfews at the Local Level. Community curfews are designed to help keep
children out of harm’s way and enhance community safety. Because of their success, President
Clinton has encouraged communities to adopt curfew policies. A 1997 survey by the U.S.
Conference of Mayors has shown that 276 of 347 cities surveyed -- or 80 percent -- had youth
curfew laws, up- from 70 percent in 1995. :

Developing a Comprdwmive Anti-Gang and Youth Violence Strategy. President Clinton has
proposed a comprehensive strategy to (1) target gangs and violent youths with tougher
punishments and by expanding anti-gang task forces and the use of racketeering statutes (i.e.,
RICO) for gang-related offenses; (2) crack down on kids and guns by prohibiting violent

~ juveniles from buying guns and increasing penalties for selling handguns to youths; and (3) keep
kids off the streets and out of trouble by expanding after-school programs and promoting anti-
truancy initiatives and youth curfews :

Supporting Civic, Community and Faith-Based Organizations. Recognizing the important
role that civic, community and faith-based organizations can play in reducing crime, the
Administration launched a new ValuesQB_ased Violence Prevention Initiative to make $2.2
million in grants available to 16 community-based collaboratives, including religiously-affiliated
organizations, that target youth violence, gangs, truancy, and other juvenile problems by
promoting common-sense values and responsibility '

Encouraging Conflict Rcsolufion The Departments of Education and Justice have developed
and distributed 40,000 conllict resolution guides to schools and community organizations,
providing guidance on how to develop effective conflict resolution programs; Education and
Justice are training community officials and educators on these conflict resolution measures.
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REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT,
- THE FIRST LADY,
" THE VICE PRESIDENT AND MRS. GORE

AFTER WHITE HOUSE STRATEGY SESSION
ON CHILDREN VIOLENCE AND RESPONSIBILITY

The Rose Garden s

2:06 P.M. EDT

~ THE PRESIDENT: Please be seated, everyone. We're
getting our group up here, you see. It's a little slow -- it's a
large and, as you can see, diverse and distinguished group. We just
had a wonderful meeting in the East Room of the White House. We had
not only the Vice President and Tipper and Hillary and |, but many

members of our administration and four members of Congress -- Senator -

" Brownback and Senator Reid, and Leader Gephardt and Representatlve ‘
Jennifer Dunn were there. -

And we Ilstened to several houfs of discussions; over 40
people spoke, many of them already heavily involved in the efforts to
‘give our children a safe childhood and protect them’ from violenvce.

This was exactly the kind of session | had hoped for,

" where everyone was talking about the problems and the opportunities;
everyone was talking about what could be done to accept ‘

responsibility. No one was pointing the finger of blame.

In the weeks and months ahead, as we launch our national
campaign to'prevent youth violence, we will build on the strong
foundation of this day, and on many of the things which have been
said and many of the people-who have sald them

| want to say a special word of apprematlon to the
young people who are here today and who are working in their own
commumtles to try to help the:r fellow students have a safe and



wholesome life.

As the national campaign gets underway, we know we'll
have to overcome the old ways of doing business. We've seen some of
that today as well, in the remarkable support that gun manufacturers
have given to many of our common-sense gun proposals. We see in the
efforts of networks like ABC and CBS, and private family foundations
like Kaiser, and agencies like the FCC, all of whom have supported
the television rating systems, and giving parents the tool of the
V-chip to protect children from excessively vnolent programmlng

We know that there is more for each of us to do at home
and at school, in Hollywood and in the heartland and here in
Washington. Every parent, every teacher every leader has something
more to do.

First and most fundamentally, we must do more to help
parents fulfill their most important responsibilities, those to their
children. Challenging parents to turn off the television when they
don't like what they see; to use the new tools the Vice President
announced recently to keep an eye on the computer screen; to refuse
to buy products that glorify violence. If no

one consumes these products people will stop producing them. They
will not build it if you don't come.

To the media and entertainment industries, | also say we
need your wholehearted participation in this cause. There are many
changes which have occurred over the last generation in our society.
It is true that we've had a lot of breakdowns in families, schools
and communities. It is true that we have had a rise in the
availability of weapons. It is also true that there has been a
coarsening of the culture in many ways. And those who influence it -
must be sensitive to that. ‘

| mentioned today that not very long ago there was a
fascinating story on the birth of Hollywood, the virtual creation of A
Hollywood by immigrants, on one of our cable channels. And the story
really graphically demonstrated how these immigrants -- who came to
the United States, faced initial discrimination, went to California
to make a new life -- created an image of America, and an image of
the American Dream and an image of American life in the movies that
they made that had a very positive impact on the culture of America
for decades.



We cannot pretend that there is no impact on our culture
and our children that is adverse if there is too much violence coming
out of what they see and experience. And so, we have to ask people -
who produce things to consider the consequences of them -- whether
. it's a violent movie, a CD, a video game. If they are made, they at
least they should not be marketed to children.

“Finally, | urge Congress to join in this campaign by
passing the legislation necessary to keep guns out of the hands of
children. As a group of gun manufacturers and sportsmen made clear
today, these are common-sense measures that they support

, There are also other things that we can do that | hope

-~ we will do -- to provide more support for counseling services, for .
" mental health services, for other thmgs which will help to improve

* our efforts.

; Again, let me say, | want to thank the Vice President

- and Tipper Gore for the work they have done on these issues for

© years. | want them to come forward and speak: But first, | want to

' ask the First Lady to speak -- and acknowledge that she has to go to
- aschool as soon as she finishes talking here.

She had the idea for us to call this national conference

. and to try to organize a national grass-roots campaign. It was a
good idea and it looks like a lot better idea after today's meeting.
So | want to thank Hillary for everything she's done and ask her to
come forward and say a few words. (Applause.)

MRS. CLINTON: Thank you, all. | think everyone who

. participated in the meeting this morning came away with the positive

feeling that there isn't any problem that we face when it comes to

our young people, that if we're honest enough to talk about it we can

. come up with ideas about how to address it, and we can better empower )
~all parts, of our society to be part of the solution. »

To that end, the President mentioned that we want to

- have a national campaign to prevent youth violence. It's modeled on
. the national campaign against teenage pregnancy, the national

~ campaign that was launched to convince employers to hire people
coming off of welfare to go to work. “it's in the greatest of

~ American traditions of the kind of public- prlvate partnershlp

that is unique to our country.

And in the next weeks that campaign will be put



together It will be a not-for-profit, 501-C3 effort that wnll brlng
together many of the people around the table today in the East Room
and many others. It will come forward, we hope, with very specific
suggestions about what parents can do, what schools can do, what
community groups can do, what the media can do, what gun
manufacturers can do, what all of us can do.

_ You probably know that | really do think it takes a

village; but my bock had a-subtitle, and that was, it takes a village
to raise a child and other lessons children teach us. And the most
important lesson | think all of us are learning, once again because
of the tragedy in Littleton and the consequences that flow from that, -
are that we have to do a better job doing our most important job, and

that is helping to raise our children and create a chmate in our "
~ country that is good for children.

;

We have to battle a lot of attitudes and cYmcnsm and

~ Skepticism and hopelessness and hélplessness, and a sense by many . -

people that the forces that are arrayed against families and children
are just too big to try to deal with, and maybe the only thing we can -
do is just shut the doors of our own home and try to deal with what

~ goes on there. But we have to do that as well. «

" SoI'm very encouraged by the conversation that we had.

~ this morning, and I'm very excited about the prospects for this -
‘national campaign. And | hope that everyone, everyone in America,
will realize that there's a role for each of us in trying to prevent
youth violence. And more than that -- trying to reach out and

listen to our children so that we can provide the kind of support

that they need , :

And someone who has known that and done it in her own
life, and done it in our public life for many years, who has
continually addressed the issue of mental health and particularly how
it affects children -- someone who | admire greatly and who will be
chairing the first ever White House Conference on Mental Health on-
June 7 -- and that is Tipper Gore. (Applause )

, MRS. GORE Thank you very much, Mrs Clmton And to
everyone that participated in the strategy session today, we want to
thank you. We want to thank members of the media for being here,
because certainly in some of the things that we heard we would like -
to ask the media to help get the word out-to the parents, to all -
.members of the community, that we are all part of a solution to
A helplng better support our k!dS :



We heard loudly and clearly that every member of the
community -- whether it was the entertainment industry, the gun
industry, businesses giving more flexibility, time to their employees
so that they could strengthen their families by spending more time
with their children whenever that was necessary -- we really heard
that children need to spend more time with adults. Children
themselves, the kids involved in the strategy session said that they
need to have more involvement from adults, parents, in their lives.
And that's a call to action that we've got to answer. ,

: /

Something else that we heard loudly and clearly is that,
yes, while Littleton was symbolic for so many of us and such a
tragedy and a wake-up call, that there have been little massacres
goirig on in our society for years. And many people have been very,
very concerned about that, and we continue to be.

But we all come together now, around the table -- just as | hope all
Americans will come around their tables, in their own homes, in their
own neighborhoods, in their own communities, to say, how can we
better support children? :

One way we clearly can is by providing more counselors .
in schools, more access to mental health support and mental health
help. When we hear children talk to us about other kids who are
headed toward violence either against others or against themselves --
since suicide is the second leading cause of death among teenagers --
we have to have adults in place in all parts of the commumty that
will listen, but especially in the schools. :

~ So that is something that | wanted to mention, and that
I would like to ask also for the media's help in our coverage of
these issues very specifically, in the first-ever White House . ,
Conference on Mental Health, which will happen on June the 7th, with
some 1,000 downlinks all around the country. And it w:ll be at
Howard University.

. You can do a great deal to help us talk to kids, and
tell children in America that we are willing and ready to listen to .
“them, as well as -- I'd like to ask for people in the media,
themselves, the programmers and others, if they will consider the
effect they have in reporting the news on kids, the effect that they
may have, and the way that they portray people with a mental illness
in their programming. They can go a long way -- all of us can -- if
we just join our hands and hearts together in a very positive way, -



and ask a central question: Is whet we are doing good -enough to help
our kids mature into healthy adults? Because that's in the interest
of all of us, for all Americans. ~

Thank you very much. (Applauee.)

And now I'd like to present someone who has even more to
say on this subject, in particular, about giving parents tools to use .
in order to do their job more effectwely, the Vice President, A{
Gore. (Applause.)

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Thank you,
Tipper. And, Mr. President, | want to thank you and congratulate you
and the First Lady for taking the initiative to pull this rather
extraordinary strategy session together that wejust had. ‘| know
that | speak for all of the men and women and children who
participated in this session in saying it was quite a useful even
inspiring, certainly encouragmg session.

And just to try to briefly capture the spirit of it for
those of you who were not there -- and, incidentally, I'm sure it
would not have been as good if it was open to the press. (Laughter. )
Even you, Sam. (Laughter.) But people who have had differing points
of view on conientious issues for years and years spoke directly to
one another about how they wanted to reconsider some of the
assumptions they have held in the past, how. they wanted to have an
open mind about new approaches to solving problems that obviously
have not been solved up until now. It was really an occasion for
quite a bit of reconciliation. ‘

So | want to thank you, Mr. President and the First
Lady. | want to thank Tipper for being my inspiration and source of
education on these issues for a long time now. Twenty-two years ago,
she formed a citizens group on violence in the media, and as others
have mentioned, the White House Conference on Mental Health Care 1s
commg up. :

| want to thank Leader Dick Gephardt, and Jennifer Dunn,
Harry Reid and Sam Brownback, all of my colleagues in the Cabinet,
and all of the leaders from the various sectors of mdustry and
society, who were present here today.

One of the other very impressive things abeut this
gethering was that it didn't just point fingers, and it didn't try to



simplistically settle on one particular cause of a very complex
problem. And | think it's a sign of maturation in our society that
people from all different sectors could come together and rea||y see
this issue in all of its compIeX|ty

Obviously, better parenting is the main and most
important solution. But some of the participants raised new aspects -
of that that haven't been always talked about in connection with this
issue. Let's look at the prevalence of domestic violence in our '
society, and realize that the painful real-life lessons that children
learn from seeing domestic violence, as common as it is -- even if
it's seldom reported to the extent that it occurs -- those lessons
are far more powerful, in the impact on those children than the
imagery they see in the media. '

Obviously, all of the adults in this nation have to take
more responsibility for becoming involved in the lives of all -
children. Dr. Maya Angelou talked about the epidemic of rage and
cynicism that can only be cured if adults become more lnvolved and
more constructively involved with chlldren :

We talked about the importance of early childhood
education and after-school care -- both areas where communities can
help parents by filling in the times of the day when it's so
difficult for some families to do the job they need to do. Of
course, we talked about the problems in schools, how some of them are
- too big, how we need smaller schools, or at least smaller schools
within large schools; more teachers; more guidance counselors.

We talked about how to heal communities that foster a
feeling of alienation and isolation, that hurts the ability to
establish a sense of connectedness that is so important for children
to learn. Of course, we talked about how to limit the availability
of guns to children and to criminals and to those who are obviously
unsuitable to have guns.

And we talked about the role of the media. And | want
to commend ABC and CBS and most of the cable networks and satellite
networks for participating in the V-chip system that is going to hold
the promise of dramatically improving the ability of parents to
protect their children against |mages they feel their children are
not capable of handling.

We talked about the Internet. Steve Case a_ndbthers
described the new safeguards that are going into effect in-just a
couple of months, and video games. And a new breakthrough occurred



right in the meeting with an agreement between the video game -
industry and the Internet industry to plug a loophole that now makes
it possible for children to get unrated and violent video games over
the Internet, where it's impossible for them to buy them in stores.

We talked about self-restraint and a movement starting
within the entertainment industry to recognize that, obviously, since
billions of dollars is spent on advertising because it affects
behavior, the plague of ultra-violent images that are planted like
seeds in the minds of children bear bitter fruit in some vulnerable
children. Most can handle it; they've been given the strength to do
so by their families and by their faith and by their communities. .
But it was so encouraging to hear the V

Al

entertalnmerit industry describe the steps already t‘a‘ken, others in
prospect, and the movement within the mdustry

And, of course, the need for more mental health services
and early detection and an ability to intervene early because, as
someone said, a 1st grade teacher can often tell you within a couple
of weeks after the start of the school year that one or two children
in her or his new class is going to be vuinerable to trouble if
there's not intervention. But there are wamng lines and not enough
services. :

Finally, we talked about the faith dimension of this and
the need to -- with all, of course, due respect and utmost observance
of the principle of separating government from religion -- of making
it easier to reconnect faith communities with some of the efforts
that are now underway. ‘

- In closing, as the President mentioned, this is just the
beginning of an important new partnership. And he mentioned --
excuse me -- the First Lady mentioned that this was modeled after the
campaign against teen pregnancy. Secretary Shalala has played a big
- role in that one. And | had the prmlege of announcing the success,
the new figures that show success in that -- where, again, it was
recognized there's not a single cause, there has to be a
community-wide effort to address all of the factors that go into
that And it's succeedmg

SolI'm encouraged And, Mr. President, | want to thank
~ you again for the kind of leadership that has made this possible.
And | know that all of the people who joined us here would like to
join with Tipper and me in thanking you for convening this séssion.



(Applause.)

: THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Thank you. .
(Applause.)

Q --forces? Is that good enough?

Q Mr. President, are you encouraged by word of a Serb
withdrawal?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I'm encouraged by any good word,
but | think that the conditions that we set out are the minimal ones
to make this work. | don't think that the -- after all the Serbs --
after all the buildup, and the hundreds of thousands of Kosovars have
been driven out, many, many killed, | don't think they Il come back

© . with that So | think we have to do better.

' But any little daylight, any little progress is -- it's
better than it was the day before. We just have to bear down and
keep working, and we'll work through it.

But I think that forces have got to be with'drawn'. ‘There
has to be an international security force there. Otherwise, they
won't come home. ‘And that's the important thing.

- Thank you.

Q Mr. President, as a high-schooler, how can |
reconcile these images we see on the news?



PRESIDENT AND MRS. CLINTON, VICE PRESIDENT AND MRS. GORE HOST -~
STRATEGY SESSI()N ON CHILDREN, VIOLENCE AND RESPONSIBILITY
Monday, May 10, 1999

Today, President Clmton w111 1ead a strategy meetmg to dlscuss the problem of youth violence
and develop a strategy for a national campaign to address this problem. The meeting will
include a broad cross section of Americans, including parents and children, teachers and
religious leaders, law enforcement and government officials, gun manufacturers and sportsmen, -
and representatives of the entertainment industry. The President will announce several initiatives
to address the problem of youth violence; including a Surgeon General’s Report on Youth
Violence, gun industry support for gun legislation in five important areas, and public and private
commitments to ensure the. effectwe lmplementatlon of the V- Chlp

SURGEON GENERAL’S REPORT ON YOUTH VIOLENCE

Today, the President will announce that he is asking the nation's Surgeon General, Dr. David
Satcher, to prepare a landmark report on youth violence -- the first such study on this subject in
more than a decade. This report will bring together leading experts to review and evaluate
existing research, and build on the findings of the 1972 Surgeon-General Report on Television-
and Violence, as well as the 1985 Surgeon General's Workshop on Violence. Much is already
known about how to reduce and prevent youth violence, but this report will add to the nation's
understanding in this field. It also will address rned1a that have emerged since prevmus reports,
such as the Intemet and v1deo games. '

: GUN INDUSTRY SUPPORTS LEGISLATION INF IVE KEY AREAS

Today, leaders in the firearms industry will announce their support for working out legislation in
five areas. Specifically, the American Shooting. Sports Council (ASSC), the gun industry’s trade
association in Washington, which represents 350 firearms manufacturers and distributors around -
the country, will release a statement supportmg Ieglslatlon in ﬁve areas:

. Closing the gun show' loophole on Brady background checks. The Treasury
Department estimates that 25-50 percent of the sellers at gun shows are unlicensed and
sell guns without the benefit of a background check purchasers. As a result, gun shows
can provide a forum for illegal firearms sales and gun trafficking. The President has
proposed background checks, based on the ex1st1ng Brady law, for firearms transferred at
gun shows.

. Extending the Brady Law to violent juveniles. Although violent youth convicted in
adult courts are barred from owning firearms as adults, the same is not true for youth
convicted of serious violent crimes in juvenile court. The President has proposed
permanently banmng all violent juveniles from buymg guns -- 50 that they cannot
-purchase a gun on thelr 21st blrthday .

.. Raising the age of the youth handgun ban to 21 years of age. Federal law generally
bans the possession of handguns by juveniles under the age of 18, and prohibits federal
gun dealers from selling firearms to anyone under 21 years of age. However, it is



perfectly legal for 18-20 year-olds to possess handguns or to buy them from unlicensed .~
sellers -- even though law enforcement traces more crime guns.to 18- and 19-year-olds
than all other age groups. The President has proposed raising the legal age of handgun
ownership from 18 to 21 years, while maintaining current exemptions for employment

" hunting, target shooting, ranching, and military service. : :

. Holding adults responsible for child access to guns. Child Access Prevention (CAP)
- laws promote gun safety and responsibility by holding adults responsible if they allow-
children easy access to firearms and ammunition. The President has proposed imposing
felony penalties on adults who knowmgly or recklessly allow a chlld to have access to a
gun that is later used to cause death or mjury ~

. Helping law enforcement to trace more firearms used in crimes. Over the past two
years, the President has expanded comprehensive crime gun tracing to 37 cities -- helping
" them to trace all crime guns to their source, to identify illegal gun markets, and to crack
down on gun traffickers. Last year, ATF initiated over 300 investigations in these cities,
which involved over 3,300 illegally trafficked firearms. The President has proposed
expanding comprehenswe tracing nationwide, stamng by doubling the program to 75
cities. : :

MAKING THE V-CHIP WORK

The V-Chip is a device that allows parents to block telewsmn programming they consuier
inappropriate for their children. President Clinton and Vice Président Gore led the successful
fight for legislation that requires that the V-Chip be installed in all new television sets sold
beginning January 1, 2000. At today's strategy session, the President will announce two new
initiatives to make sure the V-Chip becomes a useful tool for parents.

o V-Chip Task Force. To ensure that the V-Chip law is implemented effectively, the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) will establish a V-Chip Task Force. The Task
Force will: (1) ensure that the V-Chip requirement is enforced promptly and comprehensively;
(2) promote parental awareness about the V-Chip and work closely with organizations sharing
this goal; (3) encourage adoption of a standard label identifying television sets that.contain the
V-Chip and; (4) study the use of the V-Chip and evaluate the effectiveness of the industry's
ratings system. FCC Chairman William Kennard has appomted Commissioner Gloria Tristani to
chair the Task Force.

. The V~Chip Survey and Education Project. According to a survey released today by
the Kaiser Foundation, while many parents (77%) say they want to use the V-Chip, fewer than
four out of ten parents (39%) have ever seen information on how the system works. The Kaiser
Foundation and the Center for Media Education announced today a major national «ffort to
educate parents about the V-Chip TV ratings system. The educational campaign will include
free booklets for parents on how the V-chip TV ratings system works. The free parent
information will be available through a toll-free telephone number and will be promoted through
partnerships with TV n‘xanufacturers retailers, parents orgamzatlons newspapers and television
stations.



A NATIONAL CAMPAIGN TO PREVENT YOUTH VIOLENCE A -
Recognizing that youth violence is a problem that government cannot solve alone, the President, -
the First Lady, the Vice President and Mrs. Gore will call for a national campaign to reduce

youth violence. This campaign will work with all sectors of our society — the media, education
groups, parents, religious leaders, and young people — to focus on this problem, find what is
working, and spread it to new communities, while also helping to ensure that the media sends the
right message to our children. h

This campaign is modeled after two extremely successful efforts launched by the Clinton
Administration. Four years ago, the President asked for a national campaign to reduce teen
pregnancy. Today, under the leadership of Governor Tom Kean, former governor of New Jersey
and now the President of Drew University, that campaign is playing an important role in
reducing teen pregnancy rates nationwide. Two years ago, the President called for a national
effort by businesses to hire people off welfare, to make sure the welfare reform effort would
. work. Today, under the leadership of Eli Segal, the Welfare to Work Partnership has grown to
10,000 companies that have helped move more than 40,000 people from the welfare rolls to the
‘job rolls. .

i

i



A Conference on Youth Violerce

In the past it was hard not to be struck by the
way time seemed to roll over a tragedy like a school

shooting, by the disparity between the enduring

grief of parents who lost children in .places. like
Paducah and Jonesboro and the swift distraction of
the rest of us. This time, perhaps, things may be
different. The Littleton shootings have forced upon
the nation a feeling that many parents know all too
well — that of inhabiting the very culture they are
trying to protect their children from.

What happened at Columbine High School has
for a moment embodied the violence in our society,
dllowing us to look directly at it. The questions it
raises make nearly everyone uncomfortable. Do we
have the power to change the culture we inhabit?
And, harder still, do we have the tools to change it
without destroying basic freedoms and without di-
viding a largely shared culture into warring frag-
.ments?

These questions lay behind yesterday's White
House strategy session on children, violence and
responsibility. The list of participants who gathered
for three hours in the East Room included repre-

sentatives from the Administration, from television

and motion pictures, from the gun industry and
from the anti-gun industry. There were medical
experts, religious leaders, students, parents, teach-
ers and executives from the worlds of the Internet
and video games. In short, those who were supposed
to bear at least part of the blame for the climate of
the Littleton shootings were seated next to those
who were supposed to find at least part of the
solution.

The tentative agreements that emerged from -
yesterday’s meeting are a measure of the psvchic.

wound inflicted at Littleton. Some representatives
of the gun indurtry agreed in principle 1o legislation
raising the legal age of handgun ownership to 21 and
to requiring background checks on the sale of guns

at gun shows, as well as several other measures.
Internet executives promised to develop a ratings
system for on-line video games, and television exec-
utives promised to promote the use of the V-chip.

These commitments, as well as President Clin-
ton's national grass-roots campaign o prevent
youth violence, are all signs of a consensus that has
emerged, in part, out of shock. They will, if fulfilicd,
close several important legal loopholes that have
made it hard to keep guns and violent entertain-
ment out of the hands of children:

But closing legal loopholes, valuable as that is,
is not the same as changing the cuiture of violence

that is visible through those loopholes. To address a -

problem so deeply entrenched in the very habit of
being American will require spending a great deal
of political capital, something the White House and
Congress have been reluctant so far to do.

- "Responsibility”” was a word used often at
yesterday's strategy session, both as a counterbal-
ance to “‘blame’” and as a way to suggest that youth
violence cannot be curbed by government action
alone. Most parents {eel, rightly, that responsibility
begins at home but that it also begins in the exccu-
tive offices of the entertainment and gun industries
and in the halls of Congress and the White House. If
the grass-roots campaign the President has in mind
is to work, those are the places its influence must be
felt. :

What parents want for their children is not just
devices that will screen out the worst choices in an
open market. They want better choices. The urge to

do something about youth violence is very strong, as =
.yesterday’s meeting evinced, but it will require an

urge to do many things, and to do them with
considerable . ingenuity and dedication, before
symptomatic violence of the kind that occurred at
Littleton begins to seem truly improbable, not just
as unlikely as the last shooting.
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RADIO ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT
- TO THE NATION

THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. In the past few weeks ever since that
terrible day in Littleton, people all across America have searched their souls and
searched for solutions to prevent this kind of tragedy from happening again, and to
reduce the level of violence to which our chlldren are exposed

Last Monday, at our White House strategy session on chlldren and violence,
representatives of every sector of society agreed on one fundamental fact: making
progress requires taking responsibility by all of us. That begins at home. Parents have
a duty to guide children as they grow and to stay involved in their lives as they grow
older and more independent. Educators have a responsibility to provide safe learning
environments, to teach children how to handle conflicts without violence and how to
treat all young people, no matter how different, with respect. They also need to teach
them how to get counseling or mental health services if they're needed.

Communities have a responsibility to make sure that there is a village, as the
First Lady said, that supports all its children -- especially those who don't get their needs
met at home. And the community needs to do more to.get our kids involved in working
with each other and serving the community, not being isolated from it.

And here in Washington we have a responsibility. We've got a responsibility to
keep guns out of the hands of criminals and children. There's a broad national
consensus on that point. At the White House conference the gun manufacturers agreed
that we need common sense approaches. Everybody agrees except the U.S. Senate.
For example, everyone knows we need a real law to close the deadly gun show
loophole, through which thousands, indeed, tens of thousands of guns are sold each
year without background checks -- even though they’d have to have a background
check to be sold in a gun store.

Now the Senate declmed to pass that bill. Even worse, the Senate's substitute
bill is riddled with new loopholes -- permitting ¢onvicted felons to get guns at pawn
shops, no questions asked; and making it harder, not easier, for law enforcement to
trace guns used in crimes. If the Senate wants to fix the problem, it should fix the . -



problem, not make it worse. The American people deserve better. They know law
abiding citizens don't need loopholes in our gun laws, only criminals do. | sure hope
that in the coming weeks the Senate wnll step up to its responsibility and do the right
thmg by our children. ,

' I've always said the entertainment industry must do its part, too. In 1993, shortly

after | became President, | traveled to Hollywood and spoke there, to members of the
community about their responsibility. | said then, you have the capacity to do good, to
help change the way we behave, the way we think of ourselves; examine what together
you might do to help us rebuild the frayed bonds of community, to glve chlldren
nonviolent ways to resolve their frustrations.

After six years of work the entertainment industry is helping parents to limit
‘children's exposure to violence, working with-the administration on a voluntary rating
system for television and the V-chip to enforce it; and on parental screening for the
Internet and ratings for all Internet game sites. But there is still too much violence on
our nation’s screens, large and small. Too many creators and purveyors of violence say
there is nothing they can do about it. And there are still too many vulnerable children
who are steeped in this culture of violence, becoming increasingly desensitized to it and
to its consequences and, therefore, as studies show, hundreds of them more hable to
~ commit violence themselves.

By the age of 18, the typical American will see 40,000 dramatized murders.
Tz = are those who say they can or should do nothing about this. But | believe they're
wrong. Every one of us has a role to play in giving our kids a safe future. And those
with greater influence have greater responsibility. We should see movies and music,
TV programs, video games and advertising for them made by people who made them
as if their own children were watching. Members of the entertainment community can
m:ke a big difference.

‘ Today, | want to issue three specific challenges to them. First, the whole industry
-should stop showing guns in any ads or previews children might see. Second, |
challenge theater and video store owners all across our country to enforce more strictly
the rating systems on the movies they show, rent and sell. You should check IDs, not
turn the other way as a child walks unchaperoned into an R-rated movie. Third, |
challenge the movie industry to reevaluate its entire ratings systems, especnally the PG
rating, to determine whether it is allowing too much gratmtous wolence in movies
approved for viewing by children.

Our administration is ﬁghting to do all we can to protect children. The
entertainment industry should do everything it can, too. Across America people are
coming together, saying, yes, together we can change this culture of violence; together
we can give our children a safer future and a culture of values we'll be proud to pass on
to future generations. We can do it together.

Thank you.

¢



President Clinton: ' .
Challenging the Nation to Address Youth Violence
May 15, 1999

As part of his weekly radio address, the President outlines measures that the government and media can
take to address youth violence. The President criticizes the Senate for its refusal to adopt simple

measures to keep our children safe from guns, and he calls on the entertainment industries to take steps to
reduce our children’s exposure to gratuitous violence.

Challenging the Entertainment Industries to Reduce Youth Access to Violence. In his radio address,
the President calls on those in the entertainment business to think carefully about the content of their -
products, and make movies, music, TV programs, and video games as if their own children were
watching The President issues three specific chaHeng’es to members of the entertainment industries:

Cu rbmg the Use of Guns in Previews and Advcrtlsements. The President issues a challenge
to the entire entertainment industry: to stop showmg guns in any advertisements and prevnews
children might see. The film mdustry currently prohibits the depiction of drug use in movie
trailers viewed by children, on the view that these images can promote harmful behavior. Images
of guns in advertisements and prewews seen by children can act in a similar way to increase the

allure of these objects. Many in the entertainment industries have said that guns are behind the
problem of youth violence. Banning guns from ads and previews to which chlldren have access
is one simple step to help solve this problem.

Making the Movie Ratings System Work Better for Parents. The President also challenges

the movie industry to re-evaluate its ratings system, with a specific focus on the PG-13 rating, to
determine whether it is allowing gratuitous violence in movies viewed by children. When a
mov;e is labeled PG-13, parents should not have to worry about their teenagers watching it. Yet
many of these movies contain gratuitous and graphic violence -- violence of the kind that parerits -
want to and properly should know about. [n a recent national PTA survey, 80 percent of parents
said that they wished the ratings system gave clearer information as to a film’s level of violence:

Limiting Children’s Access to Inappropriate Entertainment Through Tougher
Enforcement. The President challenges theater and video store owners to enforce, strictly and
uniformly, the R-rating prohibition for underage children by requiring young patrons to show

- proof of age. Many children now see R rated films even though they should not be able to.
According to a recent Gallup poll; half of American teens say they have seen an R rated movie in-
the Jast month, mcludmg 42 percent ofthose aged 13-15. ‘

Challengmg the Senate to Pass Common- Sense Gun Laws. Last year, over 4 000 gun shows were held
across the country. An estimated 25-50 percent of the sellers at these shows need not conduct background
checks: they can sell guns to criminals and youth with no questions asked. Twice this week, however, the
Senate failed to close this gun-show loophole, and in fact created additional dangerous loopholes in our
gun laws. Legislation approved by the Senate would (1) continue to allow some vendors at gun shows to
sell guns without the background checks necessary to keep guns away from Juvenxles and criminals; (2)
create a new “pawnshop loophole” for felons by exempting firearms redemptions at pawnshops from
Brady background checks; (3) thwart law enforcement’s ability to trace firearms sold at gun shows and
later used in crimes; and (4) undermine the effectiveness of background checks by: cuttmg the amouint of
time the FBI has to complete them from three days 10 24 hours « .
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, THE PRESIDENT: | have never before had the honor of being the warmup
act for Andrea Bocelli, but | will. | will do my best. (Laughter.) | want to

-- and if | sing a little, you will just have to -- (laughter) -- | want to say

first ¢f all how grateful | am to all of you for being here, especially to the

chairs and the cochairs of the dinner and, of course, to David and Steven and

Jeffrey. | want to thank my leaders, Senator Daschle and Congressman Gephardt.

| was looking at them up here. We knew each other, of course, before | was

elected, but not so well as we do today. And | can tell you that it is a joy

and an honor every day to work with them -- people that we can really be proud

of.

And | have seen them in far less comfortable circumstances than we fi nd
ourselves tonight, and they are what they seem to be, and they're always there
for the American people.

I'd like to thank Governor Davis and -- for coming. I'm thrilled by his

~ success and was honored to be asked to campaign here a time or two last year.
And | want to echo what has already been said about Senator Feinstein and
Senator Boxer. They are on the forefront of this still ongoing and yet

unfolding struggle to protect our children on the gun issues, and | want you to
give them a big boost tonight and a lot of support, because it's been pretty
tough there, although the American people did a great job in turning some of
those votes around last week. :

I'd like to thank Senator Torricelli for being here. It's
his unhappy, or sometimes happy duty to go around and try to make



sure that we've got someone to actually run for all these Senate.

~ seats and take on some very tough fights. | thank Congressman :
Kennedy and your Congressmen, Henry Waxman and Brad Sherman-for
being here, and Mayor Levin gave me a gift from the city tomght

so I'm delighted to be here (Laughter.)

And I'm glad to be here and, as far as | know, the only
beneficial product to the Teapot Dome Scandal here -- this
beautiful place. :

Most of what needs to be said has already been said, but |
would like to try to put a few things in perspective, talk a
little bit about some of the events of the present that are of
great concern to people. ‘

- When'| came to California in 1991 and early '92, this was a
very different place in a different country. People were divided
~ and confused and drifting and frustrated. And | believed very
strongly it was because we had no overriding vision for our
future, no strategy to achieve it. No way, therefore, of pulling
the American people together and getting us pointed in the right
direction. And that's really why I got in the race for the
President. :

It was not the easiest of races -- | was laughing with

Goldie Hawn tonight because | remember her being in the Biltmore
in Los Angeles on June 2, 1992, when | was nominated for
President -- really officially -- | won in California and New
Jersey and Ohio that night, so it was clear that | had enough
votes to be nominated. And all the stories were the exit polls
~ showing that Ross Perot was really in first place and | was in

third place.: | say that to caution you.about readmg too much
lnto any polls. (Laughter.) :

But | knew something, | thought, about the American people, -
about where we were at this moment in our history and where |
thought we ought to go. Just six weeks later there had been a
complete reversal in the polls and, thank the good Lord, they
stayed that way through November and the people of California
were very good to me and to Al Gore and to our families and our
. administration, twice. And | am very, very thankful. (Applause.)

What | want you to do -- you know what all the individual
issues are, but what | want you to think about tonight, just for
a minute, before we hear a magnificent performer, and before you
go home and you go back to your lives tomorrow and the days



ahead is whaf you would Say to people if they asked you why‘yoh
came tonight. You could say, well, Geffen made me: (Laughter)

Or there's a lot of things you could say.

But | hope you wm have some really good answers. | guess
the first thing I'd like to say to you is, obviously, this is a

. fundraiser for the Congress -- it's not for me, | can't run

anymore. And I'm here because | believe very strongly that the
people you just saw should lead the majorities in the House and
Senate; because while | am-very grateful for the opportunity |
have been given to serve the American people as President, and
for whatever role | was able to play in this remarkable economic
turnaround, and the big drop in crime, and welfare, and the -

- improvements in almost all the indicators of social health -- the

lowest minority unemployment in history, the highest
homeownership -- all the thlngs that are moving in the rlght
direction. I'm grateful that we've had a chance to be a force
for peace and freedom around the world. o

" What | want you to understand is, first, most of what we

“have done could not have been done, had it not been for the

support | received from the Democrats in the Congress. Second,

. most of what we stopped could not have been stopped; had it not _

been for their support.

And, third and most important, what we did grew out of a
vision of 21st century America, as a place where there is
opportunity for every responsible citizen; where we celebrate our
differences, but we come together in one community; and a place
that can still lead the world for peace and freedom and
prosperity. And out of a willingness to think in different ways
about the future, to break out of the old vices that were
paralyzmg Washington.

We believe, for example, that we can reward successful
entrepreneurs, like many of you in this audience, and still
expand the middle class and give poor people a chance to make it.
We believe we can grow the economy and improve the environment.
We believe we have an obligation to help people succeed not just -
at work but also at home, because raising ch ldren is the most
|mportant job of any society.

We believe these things. We believe that we can have a
quality and excellence, and high standards and accountability in

- education. We believe we can be a force for peace in the world,

and still stand up if we have to, against ethnic cleansing and



all of our work ought to be looked at against the backdrop of
these two issues. | do think -- you heard Dick Gephardt talking
about what the person who lost a child at Littleton said, don't

let my child die in vain. | do believe that even more than all

the terrible tragedies that happened last year because of the
sheer scope and power of this event, it touched a deep nerve in
America that has profoundly opened up our country to a serious
 examination of what it would take to give our children a safer
childhood. ' :

And last Monday | had a lot of people from every sector of
our society into the White House, with Hillary and Al and Tipper, -
to talk about how we could have a national campaign against
children’s violence in the same way we have seen other national
campaigns prevail in the past. And what I'd like to say is --
what I've pleaded with people to do is not to make this chapter
57 in the ongoing American culture war saga. You know, if the
house next door here were burning down, we'd probably all be
willing to go over there and help put the fire out.

And think how absurd it would be if Norm looked at David and
said, I'm not going to help put the fire out because it's your
fault you left your-car running outside the house, and it's
sparks from the fumes caused the fire. And David said, Norm, if
you'd quit smoking years ago, you wouldn't have put a cigarette
over in the yard, and that's what caused the fire. And so
everybody gets in a fight about who's at fault here and we let
the house burn down. That is a dumb thing to do. This is far
-~ more important. We can't let those children have perished in
vain. And | don't know -- you know, probably a lot of you are
like me. | have watched the parents of these children being
interviewed. | have seen the school people I have seen some of
the wounded children.

| have been, on the whole, profoundly moved and impressed by
these people -- by the depth of their faith and their conviction
and their genuine striving to understand and go beyond this.

So for me, | think we ought to - since I think what happens
to our kids.is more important than whether the house next door
burns down -- | think we ought to have the same attitude. We
ought to say, okay,.I'm showing up for work, tell me what | can
do. And I believe that we have to do more to help parents do
their job, whether it's better child care or family leave
programs or -- literally helping people understand that your kids
can become strangers in your own home.



And | agree with what has already been said. Itis a fact
that most parents in America spend far less time with their ..
children today than they used to spend. That is not free. .
That's why | say, we will never be the society we want in the new
- century until we better balance work and family.

1think we have to help the schools do more. |was in a
fabulous school in Alexandria, Virginia, the other day -- that's
the most culturally diverse school district in America now, just
across the river from the White House -- where they have peer
mediation programs and counseling services and mental health
services, and a 1-800 anonymous hotline that if one kid calls and
says, I'm worried about another one, they know it will be
followed up on, and they know they will be kept anonymous.

We have to do those kinds of things. We have to give every
school the ability to protect our children better.

| think the people in the gun business ought to come to the
table and help us. And | want to say one thing the wasn't
mentioned, that I'm very proud of, is that the gun manufacturers
who for years sided always with the NRA and always opposed all
these measures have changed. And every one of you who believes
that it's a good thing that we raise the handgun ownership age to -
21 and that we close the loophole -- and Senator Feinstein's
assault weapons bill, so now we can stop these big ammunition
clips from coming in -- it's never had any purpose, anyway.

We can also thank the gun manufacturers who supported the
legislation this time in Congress and had the kind of civic
responsibility that we need more from every American. |-
appreciate that. (Applause.) .

Now, we've still got a lot of work to-do. We've got to do
background checks on explosives. We've got to get this gun show
loophole closed in the right way. And I'm going to watch it
pretty close, because unlike most Americans, I've actually been
to a lot of these gun shows. It was part of my job description
at one time when | was governor of Arkansas. And | enjoyed them
greatly, but they ought to have background checks and they ought
not to have loopholes.

So that's a big part of it. | also believe -- let's talk
about the entertainment issue. You know, | think the -- here's
the way | look at this. It's like the NRA can say, guns don't
kill people, people do. That's true, but people with guns kill



more people than people without them. 'And we're the only country
in the world that has no reasonable restrictions. There are now
over 300 studies that show that sustained lifetime, week in and
week out, night in and night out exposure to indiscriminate
violence through various media outlets over a period of time
makes people less sensitive, both to violence and to the
consequences of violence.

Now, for most kids, it won't make. any difference. ‘But if
you have a society where we have already positive -- there are
more kids who are spending less time with their folks and less
time being connected to somebody that they know they're the most
important person in the world to; and if that same society has -
those same kids having easier access to weapons, then
desensitizing them will be more likely to push those that are
vulnerable into destructive behavior.

Now, that doesn't make anybody who makes any movie or any
~ video game or any television program a bad person or personally
responsible with one show for a disastrous outcome. There's no
call for finger-pointing here, but we just look around and we
know that all these things go together, starting with the raw
material that you've got more kids who are more isolated -- some .
of them in their own homes strangers

So | would like to say, first, like | sald about the gun
manufacturers, it ought to be put in the record that the
entertainment industry for six years has worked with Al Gore and
me and with our administration the V-chip, the television rating
system, the video game rating system, the screening technologies
that the Internet people have worked with us to try to help -
parents screen inappropriate matenal away from their kids on the
Internet. . :

Today in my radio address, | said there were two or three
other things -- | had been studying this and listening that |
think ought to be done. | think that if young people can't see
certain kinds of movies, then they shouldn't see the
advertisement for the movies if the advertisement has the same
stuff that cause the movie to be rated as inappropriate. And
that's something | think the entertainment industry can look at
and ought to look at very seriously, that the advertising ought
to be consistent with the rating in terms of the audience that
receives |t

| also think there's a lot of evidence that these ratings..



are regularly ignored -- not by you, but by the people who
actually sell or rent the video tapes or the video games or run

the movie theaters. And the rating system ought to be used by .

~ checking IDs. And, finally, | believe in light of the most

recent research, it would be a very good thing if the

industry would reexamine the nature of the rating system, -
especially the PG-13 as it relates to violence. Not because
anybody is willfully doing something that they know is going to
hurt somebody. Not because any one television program or video
game or movie will do it. But because we know that by the time a
person becomes 18 in America, he or she has seen about 40,000
killings. .And because we have a higher percentage of vulnerable
people. ‘ ' . : '

But we are determined to do this as a family. When we were
at the White House we sat around a big old table and everybody
was there, and everybody was asking, what can | do. And | say -
again to the Congress, this is not the time to let any interest
group control doing things that are common sense. How in the
world we can let somebody buy a gun at a gun show that they can't
get in a gun shop because they've got a criminal background is
beyond me. And this is a classic example -- to go back to what
~my leaders said earlier. The people of Florida, not the most ~
~ liberal state in America, voted last November, 72 percent to
close the gun show loophole - with no ifs, ands or buts, no
wrinkles or curlicues or subterfuge. V

So | say this is a time for all of us to do this. And how
we deal with this, and whether we really come up with a kind of
grass-roots national campaign, like the campaign that Mothers and
Students Against Drunk Driving launched that precipitously
lowered deaths from drunk driving in America; like the effort
that has been made that has precipitously lowered the teen
pregnancy rate; like the grass-roots effort business made that
led to 10,000 business people hiring over 400,000 people off
welfare -- how we do this will have a lot to say about whether
we're really going to build one community.

But there are other things we oughtto do, too. And let me
come back to Kosovo and talk about -- you say, well, what's that.
got to do with this. Well, first of all, all the studies, the '
reports indicate that these young men who were involved in this
terrible tragedy at Littleton felt like they were a disrespected
group and felt like they had to find some other groups to look
down on or hate -- the athletes, the minorities in the school.

And in,_Kosovo what you see, and ‘what you saw in Bosnia is



people who have been ethnically cleansed -- that's a sort of
sterilized word for being systematically killed, uprooted, raped, .
having your property records destroyed, having your mosques and
your museums and your libraries destroyed; having an effort to
basically eradlcate your existence. -

But it's very interesting. Don't you fi nd it ironic --
especially those of you - | was talking to Steven the other day
about my library and we were talking about whether we could have
some virtual reality effects in my library in the museum, you
know. Sometimes | feel like I'm living in virtual reality, so
I'm highly interested in this. (Laughter.) This is the kind of -
thing you guys think about when you think about the 21st century,
you know? Our kids are all on the Internet and the human genome . ..
secrets have all been unlocked and we all live to be 135 -and we
whiz around the world in safe airplanes that never have wrecks.
And we'll be driving on the Los Angeles freeways and there won't
be any more traffic jams because all our cars will be computer
programmed and directed and everything will be managed just fi ne.
This is the exciting -- and our kids will all have pen-pals in
Mongolia and Zimbabwe and Bolivia and every place around the
world, technology will bring us together-and there will be a new
golden'age. That's our sort of image for our children in the
“21st century.

Don't you think it is ironic that here we are in the last

year of this millennium and that image is threatened by the
oldest demon of human society -- the hatred of the other? It
starts as fear of the other, goes to hatred of the other, goesto
dehumanization of the other, goes to killing of the other. Don't
you think that's interesting? | mean, these people in Kosovo,
they're not fighting over who gets the right to show the latest
Hollywood movie in the theaters in Pristina. In Rwanda, they
weren't killing each other over who got the latest software ,
package. They're talking about how they worship God and what
their ethnic group is, what real or imagined slights they have
-against one another as groups. And we are not free of it here.

- I was in Texas the other day meeting with the daughter of
James Bird, the African American who was dragged to death in -
Texas. The other night, | went to the Leadership Conference on
Civil Rights dinner in Washington and recognized the mother of

- Matthew Shepard, the young man who was killed in Wyoming because -
he was gay. So America's got some work to do here, too -- we .
ought to pass the hate crimes act and the employment
nondiscrimination act -- and we ought to -- to show that we



‘understand this.

But let me say, how we respond to Kosovo will determine what -
kind of world we're going to live in. | think all of you who
know me know that | have worked for peace, that | deplore
violence, that | have been heartbroken by the people who have
been innocents in this battle who have perished.

You know, I'd a lot rather be in Northern Ireland, giving
speeches to my people about how they ought to put all their guns
down. | want to go back and work on peace in the Middle East. |
don't 2ven think that we can intervene in all the ethnic” -
con?iists in the world. We're not asking everybody to get along.
We can't even ask them not to fight. But if we cannot stand
after the lessons of the 20th century against the systematic
killing of people and their uprooting-because of their religion

_or their race or their ethnicity, then what kind of world are we
leaving to our children? (Applause.)

You know | had a wonderful day today. | spent the day with
my daughter today, and Hillary just got back from Macedonia.
That's where she was in the refugee camps. And so we called her
and then we got lonesome and we'd call her again. The three of
us were talking about all this. And she was talking to me about
these people and how they have lost everything, and how they have
loved ones they don't even know what happened to. There are tens
of thousands of people who are unaccounted for. Nobody knows
what happened to them. And she talked about this little girl that
- was holding her hand while she was speaking. The little girl had
no idea what she was saying -- just holding her hand.

| saw them in Germany when | was there. The young women and
the Muslim families where rape is an even worse thing than it is
in our culture -- saying, | want to talk to you, but these are
things | cannot discuss in my family. A 15-year old boy stood up .
and said, | cannot talk about Kosovo and sat down and started

crying.

| ask you to think about this. What Europe and the United
States is doing, what we are now engaging the Russians in trying
to do -- we're not trying to redraw the map of Europe, we're not
playing some power game. | don't want to control anybody's life.
All' I want to do is to create a world in which we do not idly
turn away from systematic bigotry based on hatred of the other
that leads to mass killing. And | believe, as difficult as all
the questions are | have to answer here -- God, | grieve for



those Chinese people that were killed in that horrible mistake
that was made. As difficult as all the questions | have to
answer, | would rather answer these questions than answer the
question of why am | having a good time in Los Angeles tonight
and we have not lifted a finger to help those people. That is
the question | would have no answer to. (Applause.) |would
have no answer to that.

They are a part of our community. If you want a world that
will really be fit for your children to live in, if you want the
benefits of the modern world, we need at home the philosophy the
Democratic Party has brought that -- we're going to have all
these benefits, we're not going to leave anybody behind if we can
help it. We're certainly not going to leave anybody behind
that's willing to work to be a part of it.

~ But even more,‘we have to build a sense of community --
where we not only tolerate each other, we actually relish our
differences. And we can have the security to relish them, and
make our lives more interesting, because underneath we know that
what binds us together is a whole lot more important than what's
different about us.

And | want to close with this story. Tom Daschle told you
that we had these tribal leaders come to the White House. And he
didn't tell you the whole story.

We had the heads of 19 Indian tribes from the high northern
plains -- from the two Dakotas and Montana. They asked for a
mas«ting at the White House through Senator Daschle and his
colleagues. And then they came into the Roosevelt Room at the
White House, which is in honor of Teddy, Franklin and Eleanor
Roosevelt, and Teddy Roosevelt's Nobel Peace Prize is hanging on
the mantelpiece.

And so the tribal leaders said, well, could we sitin a
circle? That is our custom. So we satin a circle. And each in -
their turn, they stood up and said, well, here's what we'd lke
to have help on. Here's our education concerns, our.health care
concerns, our economic concerns. And | came into the middle of
the meeting, listened to it all. It was just fascinating. ‘

Then at the end, the guy who was sort of their main -
spokesman, the tribal leader -- whose name was Tex Hall,



interestingly enough -- stood up and said, well, there's one
other thing we want to do. He said, Mr. President, we wantto
talk to you about Kosovo. He said, you see, we know something
about ethnic cleansing. And our country has come a long way.
And we believe what you are doing is right. And so the chiefs -
have s&gned this proclamation supporting it. :

~ And then at the end of the room, another young man who was a
tribal leader stood up, and he said, | would like to speak. He
had this beautiful silver necklace on. And he was.very -
dignified, and he said -- Mr. President, he said, | had two
uncles.” One landed on the beach at Normandy. One was the first
Native American fighter pilot in the United States military. He
said, my great-great-grandfather was slaughtered by the 7th
Cavalry at Wounded Knee. He said, we have come a long way from
my great-great—grandfathers time, to my uncles' tume to thrs ‘
time.

He said [ have only one son, and | love him more than life.
But I would be honored if he went to Kosovo to stand up for the
human rights of people who are different from the majority.

' That is the journey America has made. that is the jourhey |
hope we can help the world to make. And if we do, you will take
care of the rest of our challenges.

Thank you and God bless you. (Applause.)
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Stepping up the Clinton Administration's carripaign against gun violence, Hillary Rodham Clinton
used an emotional White House ceremony today to call on Americans to press Congress to "buck
the gun lobby" and pass several gun control measures

Today's event, pegged to Mother's Day, which is Sunday, was held in the formal East Room of the
White House and featured three parents of children killed or wounded by gunfire. They included
Tom Mauser, whose son Daniel was killed. last month in the shooting rampage in Littleton, Colo.
His story of waiting for word about his son's fate 'brdught Mrs. Clinton nearly to tears as she took
the podium and gravely addressed an audlence of other parents who had lost their chlldren in
shootings. ’

The Senate is to begin debate next week on a number of gun control measures, some of which

~ mirror proposals offered recently by President Clinton. "The senators need to hear from all of us,"
Mrs. Clinton said. She urged voters "to give them the encouragement to do what they know is right
and to remind them that there are many, many millions of American voters and citizens who will
stand behind political leaders who are brave enough to buck the gun lobby, wherever that may take
us, so that they will vote for the measures that we know will save lives."

Mrs. Clinton was as careful as hér husband has been toAsay that there are many causes of violence
and that parents need to take responsibility for their children's behavior. But Mrs. Clinton, who is
considering running for the Senate from New York, where gun control is popular, has also been
more forceful than the President in d1rectly takmg on the powerful gun lobby in the aftermath of the
Littleton killings.

‘In contrast with her remarks today, for example, the President, speaking' ata fund~raiser in
Houston Friday night, said that while he was pressing for more gun control laws, "I hope we can
avoid yet another big fight in Washington between the N.R.A. and others." He has said in the past



~ that the association's campaign agamst certain lawmakers who supported his gun control measures
had cost Democrats control of the House in ]994

Still, a split between the National RxﬂeAAssomatmn and "others" -- including its traditional allies -
- is looming. Spokesmen for the American Shooting Sports Council and the National Shooting
Sports Council, which represent gun manufacturers, say they have agreed in principle to back five
of President Clinton's proposals to clamp down on access to guns, although they are waiting to see
~ the exact language. : ‘

- The five proposals would: raise the age limit for possessing a handgun to 21 from 18, while still
allowing exemptions for hunting, employment and ranching; extend background checks to those
who buy guns at gun shows, provided that the records are eventually expunged; ban juveniles who
are convicted of violent felonies from ever owning a gun; prosecute parents if they recklessly or
negligently allow a gun to fall into the hands-of children who use it to commit a crime, and expand
the Government S gun tracing program, underway in 35 cmes to 75 cmes

The move sxgnals a breach within the powerful ﬁrearms community over tactics as the
manufacturers take steps to try to appease public officials and tamp down the trend among cmes to
" sue gun makers to recover the medlcai and social costs of gun v101ence

Such a split within the pro-gun community could isolate the riﬂe\association and help gun
opponents portray it as an extremist organization, although whether it undermines the association's
political hold on lawmakers remains to be seen. The White House seems to be trying to take
advantage of that possible opening, scheduling a conference on violence for Monday and inviting
the gun makers but not the high-profile officials of the rifle association. -

The five proposals emerged from discussions last year between the gun industry and the U.S.
Conference of Mayors. The industry has been working with several of the mayors, notably Ed
Rendell of Philadelphia, to try to show a good-faith effort to reduce youth access to firearms. So far,
- Philadelphia has held-off from joining seven other cities in filing potentially expensive law suits
against the gun manufacturers.

After the rampage in Littleton, the largest mass murder in an American school, Senator Joseph I.
Lieberman, Democrat of Connecticut, called for a White House summit on youth violence. Robert
A. Ricker, executive director of the American Shooting Sports Council, wrote to Mr. Lieberman
saying his group wanted to participate in such a summit and would support certain restrictions.

President Clinton then announced a package of anti-gun measures, many of which had been
advanced by the mayors. In bits and pieces, Mr. Ricker and Robert Delfay, president of the National
Shooting Sports Council, backed some of those proposals, although they, with the rifle association,
still oppose two that the Administration considers vital -- restricting handgun sales to one a month
per person and reinstituting a waiting period before a gun can be bought.

~ The White House then set a summit for Monday on youth and violence. In preparaﬁon, Bruce
Reed, Mr. Clinton's domestic policy adviser, invited Mr. Ricker and Mr. Delfay to the White House,



and they met for 90 minutes last Tuesday to dlSCUSS the legislative proposals. Also at the meeting ™
was Paul Jannuzzo, general counsel for Glock Inc., the pistol maker

"For purposes of the Monday meeting, we are concentrating on just those issues where we have
been able to potentlally agree," Mr. Rlcker sa1d today.

Pointedly not invited to Monday's seminar were the figures most identified with the National Rifle
Association -- Charlton Heston, the association's president, and Wayne LaPierre, executive vice
president. Instead, the White Hosue invited a member of the association's board, Bill Brewster, a
former Republican Congressman from Oklahoma and now a lobbyist in Washington..Mr. Reed
described Mr Brewster, who has gone duck hunting with Mr. Clinton, as "an old frlend of the
President's.’

The rifle association is planning its own event on Monday to discuss its legislative agenda. This
consists primarily of calling for better enforcement of existing laws..
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Virgil L. Grissom Junior High School
Reporter Q&A Regarding Youth Violence
Remarks by First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton

Queens, New York
April 29, 1999

The following is Mrs. Clinton’s response to a reporter’s question about what she thinks needs to
be done to address the problem of youth violence that has come to national attentzon since the
kzllmgs* at Columbine and other schools over the last several years.

Mrs. Clinton: Well, | understand why with any killing we would be worried. I still, more than
a week later, find it very hard to read the coverage and watch it on the television. The pain, the
suffering and the anguish that the people of Littleton—particularly the students and teachers and
family members of Columbine—have gone through is just beyond description.

But I also think that there are ways we can respond to and address the obvious problems that we
have seen in a number of these school shootings. I’ve spoken about that before, and I will be
speaking about it again tonight and in the future. But briefly, I don’t think there is any one single
strategy that will answer this terrible problem. I think we’ve got to move on several fronts. T
think we have to be aware that we’ve got a problem. We cannot be in denial. We have a lot of
young people who, for all kinds of reasons, are really disoriented and alienated from our society,
from their families, {from their schools. So we have to be willing, first of all, to say, “Let’s work
on this together. Let’s not feel helpless and hopeless, but let’s try to come together in a united
way to address this issue.” - : '

And when we do that, I think that we’re going to need a national campaign against youth
violence. And it will have many strategies. We do need to look at our mental health services.
We have to do a better job of identifying and intervening and working with children on a
continuing basis. And that’s a very complex problem. It’s complex because a lot of schools
don’t have the resources they need to identify and follow up with kids. A lot of parents don’t
have the financial resources, even if they are referred for help. And a lot of people in the mental
health profession don’t feel that they have the understanding of the larger public about what -
these issues are. And that’s one piece of'it.

The second, very important piece, is this‘culture of violence which I spoke about last week in
Niagara Falls and which I wrote about in 1995, and which I feel very strongly about. And there .
is something for a lot of sectors of society to do when it comes to that. Certainly the people in
the entertainment and media industry have to exercise more responsibility, but it is not just their
responsibility. Those of us who are viewers and consumers have to exercise responsibility,
particularly when it comes to children. Because there will be—if there’s a market for the kind of
video games that these young men played, or a market for the kind of horrible movies that they

- watched—people are going to'make them. Whether they’re made by.big-name studios or the

small independents, they’re going to be made. I wish they’d be more responsible. I want more



conversation. I want more efforts to try to figure out what we can do to try to persuade them to -~
follow the lead that the President and the Vice President and Tipper and I have been urging. But

there’s gonna be work that needs to be done on that front, and also on the sides of consumers and
- parents exercising more responsrbrlrty—turnlng off the television sets, not buying or letting your

kids use those video games. All of that has to happen. :

The third piece is guns. We cannot talk about this problem without talking about access to
weapons. You’ve got firearms, and now we have to start worrying about materials for making
bombs and the instructions that can get in the hands of not only high school students, but also
elementary and junior high school students The President outlined some steps that need to be
taken about further gun legislation. I would urge the Congress to do just that. '

' And I was very heartened to hear some voices of people who in the past have been very strong
allies of gun owners and the gun lobby, saying in the last 10 days that they just do not believe
that these automatic' weapons and these high-caliber, multi-magazine weapons are what we mean
when we’re talking about the rights of sportsmen and hunters. So I’'m hoplng that we will see
some increases. m sensible gun legislation like the Pres1dent outlined at the White House.

_And then ﬁnally, 1 thmk everybody has to search his or her heart about how we take care of our
children. I mean, ultimately, that is what this is all about. What kind of time do you spend with
your kids? How much do we really listen to them? How willing are we to take time out from
our adult activities to figure out ways to rearrange schedules, maybe forgo some material
possessions, to be able to really get back into our children’s lives and to be supportive of those
members of the community—like our teachers—who are on the front lines day in and day out.

~ So there is no easy, one-time fix for any of this. It’s a problem that really has to be addressed,
and everybody has a role to play. I don’t think finger-pointing does any good. I think instead we
ought to be working to bring people together in'a unified way to ask ourselves the hard
questions. And to think of ways we can address them.

And I will just end by saying that we’ve seen progress when we’ve worked together in the last
six years. I-am delighted, as [ know everybody in America is, that the crime rate has gone down
for six years in a row. Well, it went down because we had legislation, we had community
response, we had leadership, we had a unlﬁed approach.

And today we were just delighted to see the results of our efforts with teen pregnancy. For the
last six years, teen pregnancy rates have gone down. Birth rates to teens have gone down. Now
part of that has to do with our addressing it, creating what we call the National Campalgn to
Prevent Teen Pregnancy. But a'lot of it has to do with a unified response by a lot of people
dealing w1th a very challenmng problem. ’

So I think there are things we can do. And as we mourn and sympathize and feel the anguish of
the people in Littleton, let’s not let those childrén die in vain. Let’s get ourselves organized, and
unify, in a positive way, to address these complex issues. But there are thlngs we can do to
address each one of them.



So that’s probably a much longer answer than anybody could have expected this morning, but
it’s really been on my mind, as it’s been on the mind of every American. I just can’t talk to
anybody without it coming up. I can’t think about any other issue without worrying and
considering what we can do.

So there sa lot of \vork ahead of us. ButI’m conﬁdent that if we don’ t Just wring our hands or

if we don’t _]USt walk away in denial, we can make some real” progress on this.

Thark you all very much.

e
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Ever since the tragedy in Littleton, Colo., the American preoccupation with finding a simple
answer has been churning nonstop. In a nation that reduces everything to box scores ("Conventional ’
Wisdom" in Newsweek, etc.), the media and its pundit class have been obsessed with ﬁndlng the
imimediate cause, like a zealous cop hellbent on making an early collar. '

- My industry (the movie business), in a pre-emptive first strike, said the cause was guns. Gun
lovers of course said the cause was movies. Politicians, dependlng on their place in the political
spectrum said the cause was one, the other, or both.

And no sooner were these first accusations traded than the natural defenses began. "Guns don't
kill-people, people kill people." "Movies don't kill people, people kill people." "Video games don't
- kill people, people kill people." (This N.R.A. construct is almost as specious as "guns don't kill
* people, bullets kill people," but even the N.R.A. wouldn't go that far.)

Let's just assume for a minute that all these things are involved. In other words, instead of shifting
blame, what if we search our souls for culpability? Guns kill people and movies kill people and
video games kill people and it soon becomes obvious that the list doesn't stop there.

It may not reduce to a tidy sound bite or a convenient political enemy, but the simple truth is that
whatever debases the culture (Springer), degrades the value of human life (Doomi), panders to
violent impulses (local news), trivializes human relationships (Springer again) or isolates us from -
one another (paradoxically, the Internet) can contribute to a situation like Littleton. It is absurd to
say that this problem occurred in the absence of somal forces, but it is equally absurd to blame a
" single one. '



In the book "Finding the Heart of the Child," the psychiatrist Edward Hallowell cogently lists -~
many of the factors that contribute to the kind of alienation that allows something like Littleton to
occur. These include changing family structure (single-parent homes, two-career homes); the
breakdown of communities, villages and neighborhoods; cynicism about government and social
institutions; the decrease in a sense of security, job permanence or close personal relationships; the
decline of genuine spirituality as an ethical force in the culture; an explosion of information that
creates anxiety over one's worth or abilities; a lack of respect for older people and an overreliance
on "self" to find the meaning of life. '

In comparison to that list, the movies/guns paradigm withers. How many of us who have an
impact on the culture have conmbuted (however unwmmg y) to the social forces that Dr. Hallowell
1dentmes‘? :

~ When conservative Republicans fought to have night basketball removed from the crime bill of
several years ago, they were eroding a sense of community that can prevent this kind of isolation.
When prime-time magazine shows peddle yet another "hard hitting" investigation of yet another
corrupt local official, they are feeding our cynicism about social institutions by elevating the
exception to the rule. When advertisers exploit perfect bodies on perfect men and women to, sell
their less-than-perfect products, they are exacerbating the anxiety that adolescents feel in regard to
their self-worth. (Littleton has shown us this is no benign thing.) When the local news leads its
broadcast with a homicide three nights a week, it is committing the very desensitization that it
decries when it covers a story like Littleton. :

So how do yoﬁ program a V-chip for all of that?

It seems to be a vicious circle. When problems seem overwhelming, we grasp for sound-bite
solutions as a way of convincing ourselves that the problems are not insoluble and the alienation is
not that deep. Of course, the hollowness of this just increases the feelings of futility and alienation,
but for a moment we feel better. For a moment we feel assuaged by the passion play that modern
news has become: a hero gets elevated, a villain gets vanqmshed a sinner gets stoned, a victim is
avenged. «

Since only an acceptance of personal responsibility can possibly break this deadlock, let me start
now. I will not defend the role of movies in the culture. Despite my deep and abiding passion for the
First Amendment, I will not even defend our right to make them. Let me say that movies can
contribute to this desensitization. And let me promise that, on each screenplay, I will ask myself
what the ramifications are to the culture in which I live and the children who may see these films.

But that should we ask after that?
GRAPHIC: Drawing (Milan Trenc)



May 18, 1999
MEMORANDUM FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON |
From: - °~ NeeraTanden -
Re: The National Campaign to Prevent Youth Violence
I have attached an outline of proposed goals and principals of the national campai gn Its primary
purpose is to elicit your reactions — it is not meant to exclude any thoughts or suggestions others
might have. I-wanted to send it to you ahead of your interview on Thursday, in case it is helpful
for preparation purposes. : ' ' '

Please let me know- your reactions when you can.



A Call for Responsibility

The national campaign’s chief focus will be on how each of us can take responsibility to prevent
youth violence, rather than pointing fingers or assigning blame. The campaign would work on
many fronts to focus on a series of issues: blocking children’s access to guns, expanding mental
health services, limiting young people’s exposure to violence, and giving parents more tools to
keep our children safe. The campaign will identify strategies that work, help spread promising
ideas to other communities, and work with the media to send the right messages to our children.

As the campaign focuses on developing specific strategies and solutions, it will involve parents, .
schools, community groups, religious leaders the media, and others in a nationwide, grassroots
effort to address this problem.

Goals

Identifying what works

It is critically important that the national campaign be grounded in the best information and
research available, both on the causes of violence and on effective strategies that work to reduce
youth violence. It will focus on strategies that are working to prevent youth violence, to reduce
children’s access to guns, to promote children’s healthy development, to promote linkages to
counseling and other services.

The national campaign will help identify promising ways. to reduce youth violence at the
community level, and increase the commitment of individuals, foundations and businesses to
these initiatives and their evaluation.

The campaign will also help focus on coordinating these strategies to prevent violence.
Currently, there are numerous programs that focus on some aspects of youth violence (e.g.,
mentoring programs, crime prevention, mental health services). The campaign will help to
coordinate these multi-dimensional and varied strategles in order to more effectively address the
problem. :

Enlisting the help of the media to reduce youth violence

The national campaign will work with media organizations to support programs that work, e.g.,
public service announcements on mentoring, as well as to support content that promotes antl—
violence messages. :

The campaign will also advocate for greater respohsibiiity by the media - video games,
television, recordings, and movies -- to reduce the violence our children are exposed to.



"~ Working to organize parents and-others at the grass-roots Alevel

The campaign will help to organize and involve parents and others to help end youth violence.
Those who are on the front lines of this problem are critical to the success of the campaign.

Supporting and stimulating state and local action

The national campaign will support and enhance existing efforts in states and communities to
prevent youth violence, and stimulate more states and major cities to develop well-organized
coalitions to reduce youth violence.

Principles of the Campaign:
o The campaign will be non-political and non-partisan.

o The campaign will be a private, non-governmental entity, though it will recognize that
public-private partnerships and the involvement of major political leaders, including the
President, are critical to its success. :

e The campaign will be specifically designed to support and supplement, not supplant, the
efforts of other groups and local communities. It will involve a broad diversity of people to
work on youth violence, including parents, teachers, reli gxous and community leaders,
elected officials and young people themselves.

e The campaign will be built on a sohd foundatlon of evaluation of whlch appreaches work
and which do not.

A Proven Strategy

This campaign is modeled after two extremely successful initiatives to address national
problems. Four years ago, the President asked for a national campaign to reduce teen pregnancy.
Today, under the leadership of Governor Tom Kean, former governor of New Jersey and now
the President of Drew University, that campaign is playing an important role in reducing teen
pregnancy rates nationwide. .Two years ago, the President called for a national effort by
businesses to hire people off welfare, to make sure the welfare reform effort would work.

Today, under the leadership of Eli Segal, the Welfare to Work Partnership has grown to 10,000
companies that have helped move more than 40,000 people from the welfare rolls to the job rolls.



