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\ July 8,1998 

DINNER WITH WOMEN HISTORIANS . 

DATE: 
TIME: 
LOCATION: 
FROM: 

I. PURPOSE 

Thursday, July 9,1998 
7:30 p.m. __-=_ 

Old Family Dining Room 
Melaooe Verveer 

To meet with women historians and academicians in preparation for your participation in 
the Seneca Falls Conference. 

II. BACKGROUND 

As you know, this dinner was arranged in preparation for your speech next week at the 

celebration in Seneca Falls commemorating the 150th Anniversary of the Women's Rights 

Convention held in 1848. A schedule for this year's conference is attached. You will keynote 

the Opening Ceremony on the morning ofJuly 16th. The morning will be largely ceremonial, 

with ·the exception of your speech and possible shorfremarks by Governor Pataki, Senator 

Moynihan and Congresswoman Slaughter. 


· Seneca Falls Convention . 
The Seneca Falls Convention, which launched the women's suffrage movement in the United 

· States, was held in 1848 from July 19th to July 20th, in Seneca Falls, New York. Elizabeth Cady. 
Stanton and Lucretia Mott conceived and directed this gathering ofover 300 to organize the call 
for women's political and social rights. At the Convention, a "Declaration ofSentiments," 
patterned closely after the Declaration of Independence, boldly declared that "all men AND 

· WOMEN are created equal." During the course of the convention 12 resolutions were passed, 
the ninth demanded the right to vote. Although it barely passed and subsequently subjected the 
convention to ridicule, it was this ninth resolution that served as the cornerstone ofthe women's 

· suffrage movement for years to come. 

The 19th Amendment 

From the founding of the United States, women were almost universally excluded fonn voting. 

But, as women like Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton joined together to fight against 

slavery, they found themselves concluding that the rights ofwomen, as well as those ofsalves, 


· needed redress. In July l848, ·Mott and Stanton issued a call for a convention to discuss the issue 
of women.'s rights. This convention, which called for suffrage, and educa,tional and employment 
oppqrtunities, went on to spur subsequent conventions over the next 20 years.. . 



i' 
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By 1869, it became clear that the best way to ensure women's suffrage was not by leaving the 
I. decision in the hands of the states, but by way of an amendment to the federal Constitution . 

Accordingly, the National Woman Suffrage Association was fonned. In 1890, this association 
merged with Lucy Stone's American Woman Suffrage Association, and the American Woman 
Suffrage Associationwas formed. As a result of their persistence and increasingly political 
power, individual states began to yield to the movement's demands and enfranchised women 
over the next 25 years. By 1918, women had acquired the right to vote in 15 states. World War I 
and the major role women played in it, broke down remaining opposition .. The 19tfi amendment 
was carried by the necessary 2/3 majority in both the House and Senate in 1918 and 1919, 
respectively, and on August 18th in 1920, Tennessee became the 36th state to ratify, securing the 
'necessary ratification from the states. On August 26th, the Nineteenth amendment waS declared' 
part of the United States Constitution. 

f 

The amendment reads as follows: 

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by 

the United States or by an State on account of sex. 

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 


Seneca Falls 
Seneca Falls is a typically quiet .town that justhappens to be the birthplace of women's right to 
vote. In recent years, the town has experienced a rebirth due to the establishment of a Women's 
Hall of Fame and the Women's Rights National Historical Park. The Women's Hall ofFame, 
created in 1969, is a place where visitorS can go to explore the roles of American women 
throughout history in politics, athletics, science and art. The museum which currently honors 
over 135 women, is filled with portraits and memorabilia of various fuductees. These inductees, 
who must necessarily be American, are nominated by members of the public each year. Out of 
an average 150 nominations, the top 15 scorers are inducted. 

Just up the road from the Hall of Fame is the visitor's center at the Woman's Rights National 
Historic Park. The park, established by Congres~ in 1980, consists oCtive properties, including 
Elizabeth Cady stanton's Home, the Wesleyan Methodist Church, and Declaration Park. The 
visitor's center tilled with laser disc technology and interactive exhibits devote4 to the history of 

'.American women, also houses 20 life size statues of those who attended the original Seneca Falls' 
Convention. Along with Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Frederick Douglass stand several 
unidentified figures; meant to represent the Conventi~n's rank and file. ' 

. , ' 

" , 

Up the street from the Center is the Wesleyan Methodist Chapel where the original Woman's 
Convention took place. Not far away is Declaration Park where water falls over a 100 foot long 
wall of blue stone, on which the Declaration of Sentiments is engraved. Also included as part of, 
the park is the M'Clintock House where Elizabeth Cady Stanton and other suffragist leaders first 
met to draft the Declaration ofSentiments. The M'Clintocks, like many others involved in the 
suffragist movement, were abolitionists who boycotted slave products and sold fortune cookies 

. with anti slavery messages in their general store. Also ofnoteworthy importance in Seneca Falls, 
is the Seneca Falls Historical Society which has an extensive library and collection ofsuffragist 
documents and history. 



Celebrate 98 
( . The 150th anniversary of the birth of the women's rights movement will be celebrated'in its birth 
" place, Seneca Falls, New York, from June 26th to July 19th. A full schedule ofsesquicenteimial 

concerts, exhibitions, lectures, sporting events, worship services and academic workshops are 
planned. You will speak July 16th officially opening the festival, five days after Maya Angelou, 

, astronaut Shannon Lucid, Secretary ofState Madeline Albright, and 18 others, are inducted into 
the National Women's Hall of Fame. Events will include daily dramatizations of the 1848 ' 

. convention where Elizabeth Cady_Stanton, Lucretia Mott and Frecterick-Douglas were among 
100 signers ofadocumentdemanding the equal participation ofwomen in political and social 
life. 

III. PARTICIPANTS 

ScholarslHistorians 

Ellen Chesler - Open Society Institute 

Paula Giddings - DtikeUniversity 

Betsy Griffith -Madeira School' 


,Linda Kerber - University of Iowa 

Alice Kessler-Harris - Rutgers University 

Jean Fox O'Barr- Duke University 

'Ruth Simmons - Smith College 

( Whife HQyse StafflQlh~rs 
Melanne Verveer 
Ann Lewis' 
Lissa Muscatine 
Christy Macy 
Laura Schiller 
Jennifer Klein 
Nicole Rabner 
Neera Tanden 
Katy Button 

' 

'IV. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

Informal Dinner 

V. PRESS 

Closed Press ' 

VI. REMARKS 

None 

, I 



SOME QUESTIONS TO TIlINK ABOUT OR ASK AT WOMEN'S DINNER 
I 
" 

.. What does the Declaration ofSentiments written at Seneca Falls i50 years ago say to 
women today? How does their message ofwomen's rights relate to today's struggles? 

•• What does Seneca Falls tell us about the continuing challenges facing women through 
the ages?_ What barriers to women's progress"hav~ been broken down? Which ones still remain? 
What new challenges face us? 

•• What is ~e state ofAmerican women today, and what is the unfinished business 
ahead? 

•• Time Magazine recentiy proclaim~d'th~t'fe~irri~~ is dead...which someone does 
every few years. Why are people so determined to kill it off ormischaracterize it? How do we. 
respond to that claim? \, . 

, ~' 

•• HQw do we redefme feminism •. ' and our agenda •• in the next century? Time 
. magazine says feminism today is "All About me." How do we respond to their claim that we've 

replaced 'activism (Gloria Steinem) with self obsession (Ally McBeal) If so, what does that mean 
. for us? Are the're many different ways of being a feminist. ..and, if so, how do we weave them 
together? 

.. To the extent it exists, how do we fix the disconnect between women "leaders"( I 
Itoday and working and poor women? How about white women and women of cOlor? Is there a . 

message that .can unify all women today? What are the issues that all women can relate to? 

. • •. Howcenn-al is the concept ofchoice in our vision ofwomen's rights today? We talk 
. . a lot about men respecting our choices and society respecting our choices, but how do we ensure 
. that women respect each other's choices·· whether ifs a choice to stay home with children, to 

not have children at all, or to put your young children in' child care . 

•• How do we engage women to be more active -- in politics; in civic life; in the broader 
public arena? How have the civic obligations of women changed over the past ISO years? 

•• How do we explainand take advantage of the gender gap? 

•• How do we talk about the role of men today? How has that changed/evolved? 
\ . . " .' . 

•• Until recently, women's history has receiv.ed little attention. We have seen the heroic 
stories ofwomen in the suffrage and abolitionist movements get lost when we don't celebrate 
them. How can we safeguard stories of today and yesterday so we don't have to rediscover them 
generations from now? How can we do a better job of telling our story? 

.. 150 years from now, what story do we want them to tell about us? 

http:receiv.ed


Seneca Falls Dinner 
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EUen Chesler 
Ellen Chesler is best known as the author of Woman ofValor: Margaret Sanger and the Birth 

.	ContrQI MQvement in America. She has taught histQry and wQmen's studies at Barnard CQlIege 
and Hunter CQllege and has written articles and boQk reviews for The New York Times, The . 
Washington Post and Newsday: Ms. Chesler is alsQ interested in global envirQnmental issues and 

. pQpulatiQn stabilizatfon;'and in 1994 attended the United Nations International CQnference on 
PopulatiQn and Development as a birth control expert. Over the years she has studied and . 
written about family issues and evaluated American public PQlicies towards WQmen. 

Paula Giddings 
. . Paula Giddings is a professQr Qr.WQmen's .and African American Studies at Duke.' A black"· .,. 
feminist schQlar and historian, she has written When and Where I Stand: The Impact Qf Black 
Wome"n Qn Race and Sex in America and When and Where I Enter, .the first exhaustive history of 
Black WQmen's histQry in America. She is currently writing about IdaWells Barnett. 

Elisabeth "Betsy" Griffith 
Dr. Elisabeth Griffith; headmistress Qfthe Madeira School since 1988, iSM historian, educator 
and authQr. Dr. Griffith received her Ph.D. frQm The American University in 1982. "She also 
hQlds an M.A. from JQhnsHQpkins and a B.A. from Wellesley. She is currently serving as a 

-' CQnsultant for Ken Burns' PBS Biography Series on Elizabeth Cady StantQn and SusanB. 

( 
f 
"~ AnthQny. Dr. Griffith's first book, In Her Own Right, is a comprehensive biQgraphy QfElizabeth 

Cady Stanton. . .., . . 

Linda Kerber 
Linda Kerber is an author and history' professQr. at the University of Iowa. She focus her studies 
around WQmen in the workplace and in 1997 was named president of the American Historical 
AssQciation. Dr. Kerber has also spent considerable time writingabQut WQmen Qfthe 
revQlutiQnary era. . . 

Aliee Kessler.;Harris 
Alice Kessler Harris is a feminist historian and prQfessor Qf wQmen's histQry at Rutgers 
University. Focused around issues ofemplQyment, Kessler-Harris has written about the 
histQrical development ofequal opportunityPQlicies, women at work, labor legislation and 
gender and history. Her book Out to Work: A HistQry of Wage Earning WQmen in the United' 
States, is an overview ofthe diversity Qfwomen's experiences as wage wQrkers in America. 

Jean Fox O'Barr 
Jean FQX O'Barr is the directQr QfwQmen's studies at Duke. She.received her M.D. and Ph.D. in 
Political Science and African Studies from NQrthwestern University. She is the author Qr editor 
ofQver a dQzen books, including Feminism in Action, a collection ofessaysQn women in the 
academy and the important rQle QfWQmen's Studies Programs. 

/ 
"'­
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Ruth Simmons 

Former Provost of Spelman College and Vice ProvQ~t of Princeton, Dr. Ruth Simmons became 

the first black President of Smith College in 1995. Referred to as "the Jackie Robinson of Higher 

Education," her extensive background in higher education includes additional faculty and 

administrative appointments at many other universities. Having lectured arid 'written extensively 

on CaHbbean and African literature, as well as on a variety of higher education issues, Dr. 

Simmons has been the recipient of a number of academic awards including a Fulbright 


- Fellowship.A graduate of Dillard University, Dr. Simmons received her Ph.D. from Harvard and 
in ,1993 published a report on Princeton race relations that resulted in a number of initiatives 
designed to address the difficulties minority students face on American college campuses. In 
January of 1996, Dr. Simmons was named CBS Woman of the Year, in August of the same year , 
she was named Most Inspiring Woman by NBC Nightly News, and that November was named a 
Glamour Magazine Women ofThe-Vear;'-Dr~Siifuiioiis'is-ats(factive-in a -number'ofcharitabte -'- ..:--- - ­
and educational organizations and serves as a member of several corporate Boards. 

White House Staff/Others: 

Melanne Verveer 

Ann Lewis 

Lissa Muscatine 

Christy Macy 

Laura Schiller 

Jennif~r Klein' 

Nicole Rabner ' , 

Neera Tanden 

Katy Button 
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ELLEN CHESLER 

Ellen Chesler has recently been named a· senior fellow ·at The Open 
Soc;iety Institute, the international foundation started by George Soros. . 
She will help develop the foundation's-program:ln reproductive-health-and··- -- ­
rights. From 1992 to 1996, she was a fellow at The Twentieth CenturY 
Fund, the New York based think-tank,· and she also taught history and 
women's studies at Barnard College. . . 

Dr. Chesler is author of Woman pl.VIIs;!r: . Margaret Sangec and the 
Birth Control MQvgment in America (Simon" Schuster, 1992: Doubleday, 
Anchor Books, 1993) for which she was awarded the 1993 Martha Albrand 

. citation for a distinguished first work of non-fiction from the American 
Center of PEN. the International writers' organization. She has written for 
The New york Times, The Washington Post, Newsf;t8v. The Nftw RQpublic, 
. The New Leader, Ms. Magazine, and The Women's Review of Books. 

\ 

. . An honors graduate of Vassar College, Dr. Chesler earned her (. 	 masters and doctoral degrees in history at Columbia University. In 1977, 
she .left academia to manage Carol Bellamy's campaign for the office of 
New York City.Councii President. Ms. Bellamy, now Executive Director of 
UNICEF, the United Nations Children's Fund, was the first woman ever 
elected to cityWide office in New York, and Dr. Chesler served for many 
years as her chief-of-staff. .. 

. Dr. Chesler remains active in national and local politics and in New' 
York civic life. She chairs the board of thelnternationar Women's Hearth 
Coalition and is a·member of the Board of Advocates of the Planned 
Parenthood Federation of America. .. 

She is married to Matthew MalloW, a lawyer, and they· have two 
children, Jonathan~ age 19, and Elizabeth, age 11 ~ 

iii 400 West·S9th Str~er, New yo.k, New York 10019 a P/'lone:212: 548.0600 a. Fax: 212.548. 46/9 a Websi',: hnp://www.SQros.org 
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PAULA J. GIDDINGS 


"-: ~. 
Career Higblisbts " 

, Cum:dt Title: ~h Plorcssor of Women's • .Afric;an and Afii~ AmcrltIR Studic:s,llukc University. ' 
I 

Paula Gidd.mp is tbe autbOr of two boob anb social and politiCAl. history ofAtiiam-.A.mr.rican wome:ft: When and 
WltetV I En,er: nt IMp' 0/Bklck Wo.-tn on Race and Sa in A~riCo and I" &al"Ch O/SI."e,hood: [)ella SigtrIQ 
'I1teItJ "rid ,Ire CluIII.III' o/tlw B/ack SororityMovement. She is a jou.rnaliat who bas 'WrittcD exttasively OIl 
inlaNticmai aDd Daticxud issues and ICi'ved • Paria Bureau Chief' Cor 'En,"Ore A.merlcan & Worldtfllde News, covcrinB 
EunJpc and A&ica. She bas also bec:o a book editor fer Howard University Press who has coocqm.Wized and 
acquired imporLlnt texts on Afiie8D-Amaican histoIy and lill:n:ture. From 1989 to 1991•. Paula <licIrJinp gecupiod 
the lAurie New Jc::rsey,Chair in Womc:t1'l Studies, Douglass CoflegdRutgen UniversitY.. fa 1986, Paula Giddinp was . 
named a United NegIO CoIlese Fund Distinsuished Sd:toIlf, and toght at SpoImaD College Cor the 1986-1987 and 
1991-1992 ecademK: yen. In 1992-1993.1bo was. Visiting Profcssar II Prlucetaa Univcrs.ity.1a 1993, MI. 
GiddinJl wu named a Fellow of the Jobo Simon Ouggeobeim Foundation. IIDd. tn.n 1993 to 1995, WIi I feDow of 
the Nalicmal H'l.llll.8nities Ccnto' in Rc::seaidt Trianl1e Park. NOI1h Carolina. In 1995·1996. she _ .. Damed • Phi Beta 

,Kappa Visiting Scholar. 	 . 

WIlen ad 'If'here I Enler(MoOow PubIiJSben_ 1984; BIDtIm, 1985) wain a1tc:mato selectiao ottbc Book.of-tbc­
MonIh Club. Waddy n:ivicwod, it bas bo!m tailed a '11Ddmark study destiocd to booorno • prime~. by 
hbll,lte,'s Wetlly; the "best intapRtatioo ofBlack womaD and race ad lex that we ha~1J by t.be Women i Rntew 
o/Boob; and "ajaningly fresh maapaotal." by dJeNew fOR TIllie, BcokRfN/ew. The book hu beau traasJated 
into JapIDCH at Dutda.1Dthologiz.od in Tlte eo.,ne 01A",ericQII Hi610ry (Doney PrcIs) and is used widely in 

, ClCJIlep cOunea duaJgbout the COUDtIy. The W""ltlngton POll eaIbt In &Qrdt 0ISiIl.rIIoofI (Mormw Pub6ahers, 
.' ... 	 1988) ". fitting sequel to [Ms. Giddings'J ucJaim.cd first book," Tbelm bgelee 7J1M8 noted that it "succeeds .. II 
( 	 detailed ttudy ofan orgaaization. that his touched die lives ofsome of the moat proIniaaJt BIKk womcp ill A.marica~" 

Curndly. M.. Oidd:inp iI \\riting a biography ofthc anti-lynching activist, Ida B. WeBs, wbidl.will be publilhed by 
Simon arid SchUltii'. . " 

DuriDaba' career. Ms: GiddiDss baa Written far 7'he New fork Ti";,, Book RevlN, Tlte WlIlltlngtOll PM', 11te 
Ph,ltldelphiQ Inplrer. CAtplge: A Mag£lZ/n. for HlglterLea",tn'. Jeu.ne Afrique (plIrla). TIre Nenton. tuUI. Sage: A 
ScIto/a,lyJOIImtl/ em BItd Woae,,~ amoaa oChrn. She hu been fcatun:4 II • forum participant in Hllrpe''I 
Mtlgtflztlte lind Tildt:lui JDflmill: lAd (caIWcS on her bcxlk and carca" have appean::rdl, iD DIIIDCfOUS pub~. 
indudiDs lJS.4 Today. rheAtlanltl COItStttlltlOll,IIIJIl,hlllli•• Japanese daily with a cin::uIatioa of8 millioa. 

CUl'ftlltly. Ms. Giddiu,p is I ma;nbeiofP.B.N. amd I board member of the AUIhors Guild FouradItion. She is i 
foundiD,g member aaid an the board ofWcimco-' World, an iulemational writa'l orgmizatioa wbicb ~ CID 
p:nda"..bucd OCQSOI'Jbip, 

1n'1990 and 1995. Paul. Giddinas was awardrd I Honorary Doctorate ofHumaoe1..ett«a from 8el1Dect College IDd 
WrpslcyID. UDivctlity. lapcctiVdy. She hal allO I1IOeived the Caadaoe Awd ftgm the NatiOnal CoeJitioo of 100 
Black WoiDeD. and the Alma Juli. Cooper Aw.d &om SlIp: A Sc/to/twlyJOIl",al QIf B/~ck Womm. MI. G:iddiIlsa 
hai abo been tbc Reipicut ofa Ford Fouadetioll grant. , ' 

Paula GiddiDp hu~bcen interviewed on D1IDIeI"OII8 radio and television pro.grams incl.bc:tins "All 'l'hiD8J CoasidcriId" 
(N1ti0Dll PublU:: RIdio), -F1'OrltliDc" ad "Tbc Today Show" (NBC) and has been fCatured OIl domuoe:nt.eric:ll iDcIudiag 
"Eyes GIl die Prize,II IIA p.,jOQ !or Justice: Ida B. Wells," • A CenhDy of WCIIIICIIl.II IIld • to.rtbcc.1nang film on the lim 
ofW.E.B. Du.Boi.s procbIcIod by LouJa Musiah. 

'. 
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THE MADEIRA SCH{)()l 

ELISABETH GRIFFITH, Ph.D. 
Bio~rapby __ . 

. . 

· Dr. Elisabeth Griffith, Headmistt:ess of The Madeira School since) 988.. is an historian, 
educator, and author. . 

Or. Griffith received n Ph.D. in history from The American University~and.was nanle'(i""th-e'''''' _.._.c __ 

university's outstanding graduate student in 1982. In 1992, shereceiveu lhe University's 
Lodestar Alumni Award. She holds an MA. from John Hopkins University and a B.A. from 
Wellesley College. Dr. Griffith has taught women's history at The American University and 
the National Cathedral School in Wa.c;hington, D.C.• and has lectured widely. She has been a 
Kennedy j.:ellow at Harvard. She ~e1ongs lo the honorary Society of American Historians . 
and is listed in the Directory of American Scholars. She is currently serving as a consultant 
for Ken Bums' PBS Biography Series on Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony. 

Dr. Griffith's first book, In Her Own RighI (Oxford UniversilY Press, 1984), is a 
comprehensive biography ofEJtz.abeth·Cady Stanton, the ninetcenth~century reformer who 

· initiated the women's suffrage movement in Americi.l. Praised by Arthur Schlt':singcr, Jr., as a( "tine biography, combining careful scholarship ~ith lively writing [which1 splendidly 
restores this bold, intelligent, el1gaging woman to 20th century America,Hthe book was 

· .chosen itS one of "the 15 best books of 1984" by the editors of The New York Time.\' Book 
Review. 

· Al the time of her appointment, Dr. Griffith was working on a major historjcal study of the .. 
Equal Rights Amendment from 1923 to 1983. Hcrresc::archwas nmdt:d by the prestigious 1. 
Franklin Jameson Fellowship, awarded by the American Historical Association and the 

· Uhrary of Congress. ·She has also reviewed books for The New York Time,~·. Thlt Wa..,h.il1gton 
· Pc).!;/. nnd professional journals, and has appeared on Frontline. Nightline,. and The Diclne . 

Rehm Sh()w. 

In 1989 Dr. Griffithreceived the Junior League of Wa.c;hington's highest honor) the "SalJy 
Carruthers Spirit of VohUltet:risnl" award for her eftorts in membership diversification. She 
currently serves on the boards ofdirectors of the ~ationa] Association ofrrincipais of 
SchouIs for Girls, Project Match, and is the first female member to serve: on the Camp 

· . Dudley YMCA Board of Managers. Dr. Oriffith has ,served on the boards of the Women 
Fellows Advisory Committee of the Kennedy 1nstitute at Harvard, the National Coalition of 
Girls' Boarding Schools~ the Association ofIndepel1dcnt Schools ofGreater Washington and 
lhe Women's Campaign Fund as chair. 

."I":AI~M!I ·llL\'I;"\IlM(~:"ll \"':lIE:\I~~II~TRF.~:' f.":': \;,')1 ~~ )·2$4, • I'f.VtL\ lr:--1I;ST;.\Ll!.1~i'E FAX (;('11 ~i·l'n • sn:IJl:!'iT .~Fr.·\HtS rAX (i,'}) ~21,294& . , 
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Dr, Griffith is married to John Deardourff, a well-known polilical consultant and media 
strategist. They are the parent,s of Megan (Duke '99) and John David (sixth grade). She has 
two grown stepdaughters. Anne and Katie. 

The Madeira School; an independent residential ,anddaysehool for girls in grades 9-12, has 
been rccl.)gnized by (he United States Department of Education as one of the nation's. 
outstandings~ho(lls. founded in 1906. the school enrolls 305 stud~lJ.J~- from 24 slutes, plus 
the District of Columbia, and 19 fl..')l:etgn COUt1tric~. Madeira offers a college preparatory 
curril.:ulull1 and is located on a wooded campus along lhe Potomac River in McLean, 
Virginia. 12 miles from downtown Washington,'D.C. 

For additional information: Susan Hatch'Com" Director ofPublications and Public 
Relations. 103-556-8256 ' 
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Unda K. Kerber 

May Brodbeck Professor in the liberal An! 
" and Profess()r ojHistory- --:--~.,. 

University oflowti­

,Linda K. Kerber is a historian whos~ work has focused on women in the United 
States, 'emphasizing a wide range of issues relating to intellectual history and to concepts of 
citizenship. ' Her new book, No Constitutional Rieht to Be Ladies: Women lind the 

," 	 Obligations of Citizenship, will be published by Hill & Wang in September. Balancing the 
traditional paradigm of women's hiStmyBS fuCused on the relationship of the' ~1ruggle for 
equality to rights, this new boule opens up the subject of the distinctive im1ory' of obligation 
for men and foc'women, arguingtbat mamed women have never been "excused" from the 
obligations of citizenslrlp. but instead, under the traditionaJ law of domestic relation.~, owed 
their obligations to their husbands directly. , The book begin!\ in the Revolution, when the 
states refused to confIScate the property of women married to Tories, on the'grounds that the 

( ,wife's duty to her husband was stronger than her duty to the state, and end.. in the present, 
when men and women have different obligations to serve in the armed forces. Other chapters , 
deal with the different histories of men's and women'sobligatioDS to refrain frooi vagrancy, 
to pay, taxes, and to serve on juries. ' " ' J, ,'" 

Other books by Linda K. Kerber include Toward an Intellectual Histmy of Women 
(1997) and Women of the s,q,ub1ic: Intellect and Ideology in Bevolotionary America (1980; 

, new edition. 1997). With AliceKessJer~Harris and Kathryn Kish Sklar. she edited..ll..S... 
Hi:-l.Oll' As Women's History: New Feminist Essays (1995), a collection of essays by leading 
feminiq historians in honor of Gerda Lerner. With Jane Sherron DeHart, she edited a widely 
used anthology, Women's Amerj~; Re{ociJlpinC the past (4th edition, 1995). " 

Linda K. Kerber has served as President of,the American Studies Association. 1988­
89 and as President of the Ofganization of American Historians, 1996-97. In 1998-99 she 
serves as a Phi Beta Kappa National Visiting Scholar. She holds a B.A. from Barnard 
College (1960); M.A. New York University (1961) and PhD from Columbia University 
(1968). In 1992 she was awarded the D.H..L.from Orinnell College. She is a member of 
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. ' 
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LINDA K~ KERBER(., 
MIlY Brodbeck Professor in the Liberal Arts 

Department of History. University of Iowa,lowa City.• lA 52242(319)335-2299 FAX 335-2293 
425 Lexington Avenue Iowa.City, IA 52246 (319) 351 - 8446 FAX 319/338~7338 
e-mail: linda-kerbet@uiowa.edu . 

-.~ 

A-.B. Barnard College, 1960; M;A. New York'University. 1961; 
Ph.D. Columbia University. 19~8; D.H.L. GriDneU College, 1992. 

BOOKS 

No Constitutional Right to as; J,adjes: Women and the Obligations of CitiZenship, (New York: 
Hill and Wang, September 1998." " " 

I'QlVIrd an Intel1ectual History ofWom¢n: Essays b~ linda K. Kerbq (UNC Press, 1997) 

co--editecl with Al~ Kessler-Hams arid Kathryn Kish Sklar, U.S. Histwy As Women's 
HistDr.)' ; Ney<Fs;minist Essay.s (UNe Press, 1995) 

~ted with lane Sherron De Hart, WQms;n's AmeriCdf.: Refocusing the Past - An " 
AntholQG3!, (Oxford Univ. Press, 1982). Fowth edition, 1995. 

. '. .' , .' 

" " 

Women of the Re,pubu,; Jnts;llect and Ideotoi)' in Revolution;u:y America(Chapel Hill, N.C.:( 
. 

1980) 2nd paperback edition, W.W. Norton, 1986; 3d paperback, UNC Press, 1991. 

&dendists in Dissent; ImaiCll'}and ldeology,in Jeffersonian America (Ithaca. N.Y.:Comell 
Univenity Press, 1970). Paperback edition, 1980 

American Lit:Cratnre: An Aotbolol)! "2vols., edited with Emory Elliott, A. WaJtoB Litz and " 
" Terence Martin, (Prentice Hall, 1991). . . 

GRANTS 4ND AWARDS" " . 

FeUowships from the National Endowment for the Huinanit'ies, 1.S. Guggenheinl Foundation, 


" National Humanities Center. Rockefeller Foundation residency atBeUagio. 

SERVICE 

Presid~nt, Organization of American Historians, 1996p 97 

President, American Studies Auociation, 1988-89. 

Phi Beta Kappa National Visiting Scholar, 1998-1999 

Elected Memberships: American Academy of Arts and Sciences 


Society of American Historians 
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ALICE KESSLER-HARRIS
CDDI] 

Department of History 
Rutgers University 
New Brunswick, NJ, 08903-5059 
e-mail: AKH@RCI.Rutgers.Edu 
Tel: (732) 932-7330 ' 

Alice Kessler-Harris is professor of history a~ Rutgers Univer·sity. She directed 
the Women's Studies program there from 1990 to 1995. She has formerly taught at 
Sarah Lawrence College, Temple University., and Hof.stra University; and heJdvisiting 
professorships at SUNY, Binghamton, and at the University of Warwick in Engiand. 

'Kessler-Harris was born in England and edUcated in Cardiff, Wales, Trenton, 
New Jersey, and at Goucher College in Baltimore, where ,she earned her B'A degree in ' 
1961. She received her MA (1963) and PhD (1968) degrees from Rutgers Universlw. 

Kessler-Harris' publications include Qutto Work; A History of Wage,Earnjng . 
Women'in the United States (Oxford, 1982): A Woman's Wage: Historical Meanings 
and Social Conseguences (Kentucky, 1990); and Women Haye Always Worked: A 
Historical Overview (Feminist Press, 1981 j. I,n collaboration with others, she has 
recently edited Protecting Women: Labor Legislation in Eurooe, Austraiia and the 
United States. 1880-1920 (IIlin'ois, 1995); and U.S. Hi~tQry as Women's History (North 
Carolina, 1995). Her schoiarly article,S havefocu'sed on the hiSTory of Ameribanlabor, 
particularly that of wage-earning women. Currently, stle is~ritlng a book on how 
gend~r has Shaped such twentieth century U.S. social policies as old age and 
unemployment insurance, and equal employment opportunity. 

Among the honors she has won, Kessler-Harris counts fellowships from the 
John Simon Guggenheim Foundation, the Rockefeller Foundation, and the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. She has held research fellowships at the Bunting 
Institute, the Institute for Social Research in Oslo, and the Swedish Collegium for 
Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences. She holds honorary degrees from Goucher 
College and the University, of Uppsala in Sweden. She has held office In several 
nat/onalassociations, most notably serving aspreside{lt of the American Stud,ies 
A.ssociatlon. ' 
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Sent 	By: Duke university Women's Stud1es;.919 684 4652; Jul·8·98 2:54PM; Page 1/1 

.' Mini-Biogr8ph~. . t 
,~ .,.,.' 

Jean O'Barr 

Director -- ,.W.Qmen'5 Studies At Dyke Universit): 


• 	 .BA in Political Science - Indiana University (1:964) 
MA And Ph.D. in Political Science & African Studies - Nonhwestem University (1910) 

. • Dire~lor of t~ontinuing Edt,J.cation,··: J)ukel}!'Iiv~[sity (1972 ~.1983 )..': ..... 

• 	 Director of Women's Studies - Duke University (1983 - Present) 

Editor of ..\·;gns~· }(JurlJul 01 Wumen ln Culture AmiSociety (1985 - 1990)' 

(The Leading Scholarly JoumaJ In Women's Studies) . . 


" , . . . . . . '. ~ .'. ' 

• 	 Teachesintroductory Worn~n'5Studies course 10 undergraduates And Introduction To 
, Women's Studies Scholarship to graduate students 

/ 
• 	 Author/editor of over a dozen boob, including: 

Enguging Feminism ~~ A oollection of student narratives on the importance of 
. Women's Studie~' . 

. , , 	 " . . 

Feminism lllActlon ,- Essays on the womeninthe acadeiny and the difference 
. Wornen'sStudies make . . 

. . . 	 :. ' 

Talking c,'eJl(/e, - An edited collection fiCm the 19th anniversary lecture sed::.s. in 
, . 	 Women's Studies. dedkRfcd, to thcl\lumnae of Duke because of 

their support of the program, Co-edited'whh Nancy Hewill ~ 
Nancy Rosebaugh 

. • 'Travels often to othe~ campuses to serve as c:vatuator of p~ogra.ms and to speak on 

Women's Studies and issue-co related to women and higher education, 


http:p~ogra.ms


07/01198 12: 15 ttl 413 585' 2123 PRES. / OOF 	 Iai002 

-' , Office of the President 

, Smith CoUese 
'. .' 	 Northampton, M2ss2Ch~tts 0t063 

(413)585-2100 FAX(413)585-2123 

Ruth J. Simmons 

, President 


Smith College 


Ruth J. Simmons assumed the presidency of Smith C~llege on July I, 
.1995. A native of Texas and a.1967 graduate of Dillard University in New 
Orleans, Louisiana, Dr. Simm()ns received the Ph.D. in Romance~guages 
and Literatures from Harvard University in 1973. She has been a member of 
the faculties of the UniversiW'of New'Orieans,California Slate University 
Northridge, Spelman College and Princeton University. While a faculty 
member, her teaching ,and research interests centered primarily on literature 
of francophone Africa and the Caribb~~ She has written on the works of 
David Diop and Aime Cesaire and is the author ofa book on education in 
Haiti. Dr. Simmons is the recipient of a number of prizes and fellowships, 
including the German DAAD and a Fulbright Fellowship to France. In 1996, 
she was named a CBS Woman of the Year, an NBC Nightly News Most 
Inspiring Woman, and a Glamour Magazine Woman of the Year., 

In 1983, after serving as Associate Dean of the' Graduate School at the 
University of Southern California, Dr. Simmons joined the Princeton ( 
administration. She remained at Princeton for seven years, leaving in 1990 
for two years to serve as Provost at Spelman College. Returning to Princeton 
in 1992 as Vice Provost, she remained at the university until June 30, 1995. 
During more than ten years at Princeton, Dr. Simmons held a number of 
positions in academic administration: ,Director of Studies, Acting Director 

. of the Program in AfrO-American Studies, Assistant and Associate Dean of the 
Faculty. As Vice Provost, she was .deputy to the Provost and executive. ' 
secretary of the Priorities Committee, the university's budget committee.' 
In 1993, invited by the president to review the state of race relations on 
the Princeton campus, Simmons wrote a report which resulted in a number of 
initiatives that received widespread attention. 

President Simmons serves on numerous boards, including the Clarke , 
School for the Deaf, the Institute for Advanced Study, Pfizer Inc'·J and 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company. She is a member of the National 
Academy of Arts and Sciences and the Council on Foreign Relations. Active 
in a wide range of educational, charitable, and civic endeavors, she holds 

. honorary degrees from a number of colleges and universities, includirig 
Amherst, Dillard, UMass Amherst, Dartmouth, and Princeton. In 1997, she 
was awarded the Centennial Medal. from Harvard University. 
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OECI..A.RATION OF SENTlMENTS, 1848 ' 

, party. that shill not before marriage be estated estate. do not within sixty days next after the 
by way of jOinNle in son,t houses. lands. ten- ' death of such husband, by thre,e sufficient free­
~ment5 or here:htarnents for term of life, , . holders ofthe~ame county; to be appointed by 
shall immediately upon. and after the, death of the judge of probate; . , and sworn for that pur­
her husband. have right title and interest by po~, set out, and ascertain such tight of dower. 

, way of dower. In and unto one third part of the that then such widow may make her complaint 
real estate of her said deceued husband. in ' to th~ judge of probat~ .,. which judge shall 
houses and lands whic:h he stood possessed of 'decree: and order that ~uch woman's dowry 

, in his own right, at the tUne of his decease. to shall ,be ~t out, and. as~iried by three liLLi­
be to her during her natural life: the remainder fident 'freeholdm of thlll county, . ' and upon 
of the estate shall be disposed of according [0 approbation thereof by said judge, such, dower 
the will of the deceased. . . . shall remain fixed and certain... ' 

A"d for the more c!uy. and speedy ascet· And every widow .so endowed. , . sh<lll 
. taining such rights of dower. It i! further en- maintain all such houses. build.ings. fences, and 
acted;-That~po-r\:-ttit death of any man pos-' .... , inclOsures as shaJl be assigned, ihd set ouno 
sessed of any real estate ... which his widow her for her dowry; and shall leave the same in 
... hath a right of dower in, if the person, or good and sufticient repair. 
persons that by law have a right to inherit said· ' 

Declaration of Sentiments, 1848 


The "Convention to discuss· the social, civil, and religious condition and. rights of 

women" that WjJS announced by Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucretia Mott. and two of their 
friends in 1848 was simply an open meeting to whkh the public:; W8$ invited. It provided· 
an occasion for debating'and p,ublicizing aset of reform proposals, The meetir,g in Seneca 
Falls; New Yl1rk. was fQllow~ by as~ri~ of uth~r pubU<.: m~etings-in Rochesler. N('w .. 
York: Aleron. Ohio; and Worcester, Massachusetts. But the manifesto of the Seneca Falls 
Convention, written by Elizabeth Cady Stanton, remained the basic statement of reform­

. ers' goals throughout the nineteenth century. " 
The rhetoric of the Declaration of Sentiments was borrowed from the Declaration ot 

Independence. Through its lines flowed the .;;onvi~tion that the Revolution had made 
implicit promises to women, whic:h had. not been kept. 

5I:lll?Ca Falls. New York, Jaws of nature and' ofnatule's God IIntitle 
. }loUy 19-20,1848 them, a decent respect to the opiruoN of man­

When. in the C01.Irse of human events. it ~ kind r~llires that they should d~dafe 'the 
comes necessary for one portion of the family causes that impel them to such a course, 
uf miln to assu!X"c among tnt people 'of the We hold thc$C truths to be self-02V ident: 

earth a. pOSition d.ifferent from thit which they that all men and women are created eqIJa1; that 


. have hitherto occupied. but one tl) which the they are endowed by their Creator with certain 


Ocd~r"lio/1 of SetttimCTI13. in Hi,lory rJf Womu SW/frilift. edited by Eliuobc:th Cady StanlQn, Swan '8. Anthony, 
dnd Matilda Joslyn Cage. yol. 1 (New York: Fuwler &: Willis. 1881). pp. 70-:-71. 
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inalienable rights; that among tiles. lire life, lib­
erty. and the pursuit ~( happiness; that to se- . 
C\lre these rights guvernm4lnts arc in.!lhwted, 
deriving their just powers from the cortsent of 
the governed. Whenever any form of govern­
ment becomes d\l1>tNctive of these et'Ids,' it is 
the right \If thi:l$e who suffer from it to rduSt 
allegiance to it. and to insist upon ~h~ institu· . 

. . tion of 11 new guvernment, laying its founda­
tion on such pril'lc:iples. and organidns its 
powen; in ~uch. fonn •. as to them shalt ,seem 
m03t likely 10 etfec:t their safety and happiness. 
PNdence. irtdeed, will dictate thllt govern­

. ment:; long established should not be changed 
for !iSht lind trllnsient c:auses; and accordinglY 
all e~iience hath shown that mankind iIInt 

mOn! dispusedto suffer, while evils are suffer­
able. tha11 tu right them$elvt!s by abolishing thll 
forms to which they wef€ accustomed. But 
when a long trainoE abuses and usurpations. 
plusuing invariably the same object evinc~ a 
design to reduce them under absolute de~po­
tism, it is their d,\,lty to throw off such govetn~ 
ment. and to provide new guards for their fu­
tufe security, Such has been the paflent 
sufferance of the women under this govern­
ment, and such is now the necessity ~'hich C('In-. 
strains them to demand the c'lLlal station to 
which they are entitle<l. . 

The history of mankind is a history of re­
~ated injuries and U5urpiuion5 un the part t;Jf 
man toward woman, havin~ in direct object the 
eslablishment of an absolute tyranny over her. 
To prove this, let facts be ~ubmltted to a candid 
world. . 

. He has neVer pl!rmitted her to ellt:rcise her 
inalienable right to the elective franc1li5e. 

He has compelled her to submit to laws. 
. in the formation of which sh~ had no voice. 

He has withheld {rum her rights which are 
given to the most ignorant and d~graded 
men-both native and forei5ners. 

Havins deprived her of this first right of i1 

citizen, the elec::tive franc:hise. thltreby If:!avins 
her without representation in the halls of leg­
islation,he has oppreS$ed her on all si.des.. 

He has made her. it married. in the eve of 
. the law. civilly d.ead. . 

He hl$ taken from her aU right in property, 
e'oen to the wages she eams, 

He ha$ m~de her. morally•.an Irtesponsi­
bl~ beirtg. 4:1 she I.:an commit many criml!~ with 
impuflity; provided they be done in th~ pres­

· en~ of her husband. (n the covenant of 
riage.she i$ c<'Impelled to prorn.ise obedje~ lit 
her husband. he becoming, to all intenb -.s . 
pl.ltpOse5. her master-the law giving 
power to deprive her of her liberty. Ilnd to 
minister chastisement. . 

He has so framed.Jh.cdaws of divorce, M 
·fo what ~han be the proper c:i~es, and in c::aae 
ofsepil ration. to whom the guardianship of the 
children shall be given. as to be wholly 
less of the happiness of women";'the law, aU 
cases, going upon a f41s~ supposition of the 
premacy of man. and giving all power into his 
hands. 

Aft~t depriving h~r of all lights as il 
ned woman. if singJ£, and the owner of prop­ '. '. 
erty. he hall tax~d her to 9upport a government 
which recogtlizes her only when her oro'DeI""". 
can be made profitable to it. 

. He h.as monof'Qliied nI~arly all the profit. 
able employments, and from thosuhe is per­
mitted to foUow, she receives but a scallty re­
muneration. He c105t!S against her aU the· 
avenues to wealth and distinction which hI:""' 
considers most honorable to himself. Ai • 
teachE:r of theology. medicine. or law, 5he is not 
known. 

He has denied her the fac:ilities for obtain­
· ins a thorough education. all colleges being . 
closed against her. . 

He allows her in Church, as well iL5 

buta sub<1rdinate poSition. claiming ApostDlic:-"~ 
authQrity for her exc1u!lion from the nlUlllSl%Y,: 

at'd. with some exceptions, from any ·1 

pa.rticipation in the affairs of the Church. 
He has created a false public SCl'ltlrnent by . 

giving to the w(lrld I. different code of moralS 
for men and women, by which moral o 
quencies which exclude women from n 
are riot only tolerated. but deemed of little il 
caun t in man. 

He has u!'urped the pri!rogotive of 
himself. claiming it as his right to assign for 
a sphere of action, when that belongs to 
consciencp. and to ner Cod. 

.He has el'ldeavored. in i!very way th\t 
could, to destroy her. confidence iI\ her 
powers, to les&en h," self-respect. and to 
her willing to lead a dependent and abject 

Now. in view of this et'Itire 
ment of one-half the people of this 
their social and religious degradatiol\.-iI\ 
of the unjust laws above mentioned, and 
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D~CLA.RAnON OF SENllMENTS, 1848 

cauS(! women do feel thelNelves aggrieved, 
oppres.sed. and fraudulently !il.eprivedof cheir 
most sacred rights, W( insist that they have Un­
mediak admission to all the rights and privi­
leses which belong to them as citizens of the 
United States. 

In' el'tering upon the greal work before us, 
we otnlj.,jYClCt! no small amount-of misconcep~ 
riot'\. misrepresentation. and ridicule: but we 
shall use ev~ry instrumentality within our 
power to effl'Ct our object. We, shall employ 
agents, clrculalt/ tracts. petition the State and 
National legislatures, and end",vorto enlist 
che pulpi,r iild'the'pi;ess in our behalf. We t'lope 

, this Convention will be followed by a !'>erie:; of 
Convention!> embracing every pari of the (oun­
try. 

The following resolutions were discussed by 
Lucretia Molt. Thomas and Mary, Ann Mc­
Clintock, Amy Post. Catkarinl! A. F, Stebbins. 
and others, and were adopted.: 

WHEREAS. The great precept of nature is 
(oncedE'd to be, that "maJ1 s,MIl purSl.l1i! hi3 own 
true and $ubs,tantial happiness." Blackstone in 
his COnuJ'lentaries remarks. that Ihis law of Na­
ture being coeval with Mankind, and. dictated 
by God himself. is of course su~rior In obli­
gation to any other. It is binding over aU the 
globe, in all countries, and at /lit times; no hu­
man laws are of any validity if contrary to this, 
and such of them as are valid, derive all their 
forcl:!. and all their validity, and. .111 their au­
thority, mediakly and immediately. from this 
original; therefore; , '. 

'ksolvlld. Th,t 5ucn laws as CQl\ill<.1. in. any 
way, with th~ !rue and. .substantial happiness 
of woman. are contrary .10 the great precept of 
Mture'and of no validity, fur this is "superior 
in obligation to any other." 

Resolved, That aU laws which prevent 
....<Jman from occupying such a station in sod· 
ety as her conscience shall dictate. or whkh 
placeber in a position inh1rior to that of man, 
are contrary to the great precept of nature, and 
therefore of no force or authority. 

&!solved. That woman is man's equaJ':"" 
Wil~ intended to be so by the Creator. and the 
highest good of the race demands that ~h", 
should be recogniZed as such. 

Resolvtd, That the women of this country 
ought to be enlightel'ed. in regard to the laws 
t.tnder which they live, that they may no longer 

publish their degradation by declaring them­
sd~tS satisfied "'ith their present position, nor 
thtir ignorance by asserting that they have all 
the rights they want. . 

RoclVt!d, That inumuch as man, while 
, dalming fo~ himself intellectual superiority. 

does accord to woman moral superiority. it is 
preeminently his duty to encourage her to 

. speak and teach, "s ~he ha$ an opportunity, in 
. all religious assemblies. 

&!solued, That the same amount of virtue, 
delicacy. and refir'lement of behavior that III re* 
quired of woman in the social state, should alllo 
be required of man," aj,c:t the same fransgm- . 
sions should be visited wi~h eqUAl s.everity on 
both IrIan aNi woman, 

. ksoiTJl!d, That the objection 01 irldtUcacy 
aJ\ci impropriety. which is 50 often. bro~ht 
against woman when she ad.dresses a public 
audience, . comes with a very ill-grace' from 
those who encourage, by their atteJ\daJ1ce, her 
appearance on the siage, in the concert, or in 
feats of tht' circus. 

Rtsblwd, That woma" has too long restli'Cl 
satisfied in thli! circumscribed limits which cor­
Npt customs and a pervert£d applic;Qtion of the 
Scriptur~ have mark~d out for her, and that 
it is time she ~hould move in the enlarged 
sphe~ which her great Creator has assigned 
her. . 

Resolt>ed, That it is the duty of the womt'n 
of this countrY to secure to themselves their sa­
cred right to the 1:!1leCbve franchise. 

Rcs()/lJld, That the equality of hwnan rights 
results necesSarily from the fact of the identity 
of th~ race in' capabilities and responsibiliti~, 

. ksolvtd, llu!7I:fore. That. being invested by 
the Creator with the same capabilities, and the 
same consdol.\Sness of responsibility for their 
el(erci~: it is ~emon.strabl~ the right and duty 
of woman. equally with man, to promote every 
righteous cause by every righteous means; and 
espedaUy in :r~rd tn the gYp.at subject!' of 
morals and religion, it is sel(~dently her 
right to participate with her brother in teaChing 
them, both in private and in pubuc,.by writillS 
and by speaking, by any instrumentalities 
proper to be used, and in any assemblies 
proper to be t\,.id: ""... this. being a 5P.lf..vidll'nt 
truth growing out of the divinely implanted. 
principles of human nature, any custom or au­
thoritv adverse to it, whether modem or wear­
ing'the hoary sanction of antiquity, is to be re- . 

http:pubuc,.by
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guded a5 a sell-evident falsehood, and at.war , caU5e depends upon the zealou:s and \.Intiring 
with lNnkind. . . efforts of both men and women. for the Over- . 

throw.of the monopoly of the pulpit. and for 
At the last session lucretia Mott offered and . the .securing to woman anequa] participation. 
spoke to the fullawinl; rl!!Solution: , with· men in the various trades. professions, 

Rt'Slllv/!d.Th.lt the speedy'''Success ,of our and commm:a. 

Married Women's Property Acts. N~w York State.' 
1848. 1860 

Americans inherited the ancient English custom of covertu.re, by which the married wom­
an's civil identity was covered by or absorbed into her husband's. By common law tra­
dition a husband might spend his wife~s property, punish her phYSically, and provide 
her with only minimal food, clothing, and shelter. The rigor of the cox:nmon 1a~ was in 
fact substantially eased both in England and thll colonies by courts of equity, which 
permitted more judicial discretion. The common law rights of the husband might, for 
example, be circumvented by premarital contracts or trusteeships. 

But these options were most realistiC for women who could obtain the benefit of 
·$Ophi-sticilted legal advice and who had :>ub~tDntialproperty to protect. They were not 
readily available to poorer women who n~eded. them most. The rkdaration of Sentiments 
sharply attacked contemporary practice as :'civil death" for women, Refonners gave high 
priority to legislation that would confinn the right 'of married women to the property 
they had brought i.1'lto t~eir marriages and to wages and income they eamed after mar­
nage. . ". . 

.Ironically. the first married women's propertyac:ts, passed in Mississippi in 1839 
and in New York in 1848, were supported by many male legislators out oia desire to 

preserve the estates of .married daughters against spendthrift sons~in-Iaw. Four out of 
the five sections of the Mississippi act broadened the rights of married women over their . 
own slaves. .,. . 

Note the limits of the 1848 New York law nnd the Wl1y5 in which wom~n'5 rights' 
· were extended by the 1860 revision. In 1860'married women were also confinned in their 
guardianship of their children. . 

· 1848 
· The real and personal property of 'any .f~mide shall not be subject to the d.isposal vf her hus­
[now manit.'Il .1111.11 who may h.erealter marry, band. nor be liable for his debts. and shaU '::0.0' 

and which she shall own.at the time of mar· tinue her sole '.Ind separate property. as i1 ,he 
riage, illd the rents iS9Ues OJId profits thereof. were a 5i.ogl~ female... , 

. uu", .".' /~ Siau of Nr.u· York, Paw,d ,It Ih( Stwllly-Fir$l Smiolf of th« Ltsislaturt ., (Albany. 1848), pp. J(I7-8; 

UllIIS IJ( fl\r }tll/( at {\it'IIJ York. PO~Sld at lilt F.igltly-TIlil'li SeSSIOn of/Itt UgISIIJIU'~, (Albany. 11:160), pp. 1S7-:-5~. 
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Women's Rights National Historical Park 

What Happened in Seneca Falls 'in 1848 and why is it Important? 

In July 1998, the nation will celebrate the 1 50th anniversary ofan event which has changed the world ­
the first Women's Rights Convention held in 1848. At that time, women were not allowed the freedoms 
assigned to men in the eyes of the law, the church, or the government. Women did not vote, hold elective 
office, attend college, or earn a living. Ifmarried, they 'could not make legal Contracts, divorce an abusive, 
husband, or gain custody of their children. ' 

, 

Then, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, a Seneca Falls housewife ~d mother ofthree sons, sat down with a small ' 
group ofQuaker and abolitionist women, and decided that these wrongs should be made into rights. They 
called for a Convention, open to the public, to be held in Seneca Falls at the Wes.leyan Methodist Chape~ 
July 19th and 20th, 1848. There they presented a Declarat~on ofSentiments, based on the language and 
content ofthe Declaration ofIndependence. Stating that "all men and women are created equal,'" they

( 	 demanded equal rights for women, including - a radical idea - the right to vote. Over 300 people attended 
the Convention; the document was ratified and was sign~d by 68 women and 32 men. 

The first Women's Rights Convention and the Declaration of Sentiments have earned the small Village of 
Seneca Falls a large place in the hearts ofpeople all over the world. There is no major part ofour lives 
today which has not been affected by this revolutionary document. . 

" 
What is Celebrate '98? 

Now, a century and a halflater, a not-for-profit organization called Celebrate '98, honorS the first 
Women's Rights Convention and the women who made ithappen. Celebrate '98 is planning four days of 
events, July 16th to 19th, 1998. The focus will be on the past., present and future: to honor the I50th 
birthday ofthe women's rights movement; to acknowledge the profound ways this has affected us today, 
and .to chart' a bright future for women and men all over the globe.. , 

Celebrate '98 programs in Seneca Falls will feature women in politics and sports, entertainment and the 
arts. There will 'be a daily dramatization ofthe first Women's Rights Convention, 'and 'other dramatic 
productions highlighting famous women. We will have an Entertainment Tent for children, a Book Tent, 
and an International Food and Wme tent. Prominent women will discuss their achievements: from their 
explorations ofouter space to their inner journeys. In the Legacy Tent, girls and women will be 
encouraged to. leave an autobiographical record oftheir ideas and their hopes for the future, to ,be 
preserved as a living archive. A partnership has been formed with Forum '98 from Rochesier, who is 
bringing togeth~r women from around the country and will write a new Declaration ofSentimentsfor the 
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Seneca County is located in the beautiful Finger Lakes region, and is famous for wine, women and 
sparkling waters. Enhancing the programs of Celebrate '98 will be boat rides on a branch of the Erie ' 
Canal, buggy rides through the Historic District, tours oflocal wineries, art exhibits, and museum 

. programs. Visitors can explore four state parks, the Finger Lakes National Forest, and the Montezuma 
National Wildlife Refuge. Women's Rights National Historical Park, the National Women's HaU ofFame. 
the Seneca Falls Historical Society, and the Seneca Falls Urban Cultural Park will correlate special events 
for all ages. 

---="150th Anniversary ofthe First Women's Rights Convention 

S.pecial Events ' 


l1pdated, July 8, 9:00 a.m. 

ALLDATES AND TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

.	AU pubUc parking wiD be at the Rodman Lott & Son Farm (Empire Farm Day. Site) on State Route 414.South. There 
will be a 55.00 fee. Shuttle service will be provided starting at 7:00 a.m. and will run every 20 mmutes. DIrectional .Ign. 
wiI be posted on aU major road .. 

June 26 through Labor Day 

. HISTORIC DISTRICfWALKING TOURS 
Women'. Rights NHP. Visitor.Cent,er. 136 FaD Street 

NatIonal Park Service Ranger led walking toun ofCowlng Street and Canal Promenade through Labor Day. Fee $3.00. 
( 

M'CLINTOCK HOUSE RESTORATION TOURS, WATERLOO, NY 
Women's Rights NHP, Visitor Center. 136 FaD Street . . 

Visit the site of the drafting of the Declaration of Sentiments. the guiding documentread at the First Women's Rights Convention. 
Learn about the Quaker family who hosted this gathering. The house originally build in 1826 is currently under restoration. Tours 
daily from 1:00 p.Ol. to 4:00 p.Ol. tickets available at the Visitor Center. Fee $3.00. 

July 10..12 

DaUy CANAL BOAT RIDES 

Van CleefLake. Seneca Fan. 


For more information~ The National Women's Hall ofFame. 315-568-8060 

July 10 	 . 
10:30 a.m. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE JUNIOR RANGER GRADUATION 

Women's Rlghu NHP. Visitor,Center. 136 FaD Street 


As the nation celebrates the 150th anniversary of the ~irst Women's Righis Convention. the Park celebrates the fifth anniversary 
ofits annual ]wUor Ranger program held in Seneca Falls dwing the summertime. Public invited to join us as over thirty-five 
children participate in this year's graduation program. 

7:30 p.m. WELCOME RECEPTION FOR THE NATIONAL WOMEN'S HALL OFFAME INDUCTEES 

Women's'Rlghb NHP, Visitor Center. 136 FaD Street 


The National Women's Hall ofFame and Women's Rights NHP will ro-host a ~tiOli for the 1998 National WomeiJ's Hall of 
Fame inductees at the DatiOlial park. Following the reception.. a candlelight processiOli will take place from the Wesleyan Chapel 
to The NatiOlial WomeD'S Hall ofFame~ tickets required SOlD OUT: .' ", 

20f19 	 7M84:S1 p' 
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July 11 

10:30 LID. THE NATIONAL WOMEN'S HALL OF FAME HONORS CEREMONY 
'- • New 'fork State Chiropractic CoUele-Athletlc Center, Route." 

....:... - ','>c .., 

The honorees for 1998 selected by the nati~ honors Committee will. be inducted~ tickets required. SOlD OUT. 
. . 

2:00 p.m. THE NATIONAL WOMEN'S HALL OF FAME HONORS LUNCHEON 


Goose Watch Winery, alonlCayuga Lake, Rte 89 


A-lakeside luncheon, featuring a question and answer panel with the newly honored women ofthe Hall; tickets required. -~­


SOLD OUT. 


July 12 '. 

11:00 Lm. THE NATIONAL WOMEN'S HALL OF FAME SYMPOSIUM FOR PROGRESS IN THE NEW 
MILLENNIUM _... _.____ "" -.---- ._­

Presbyterian Churcb, 23 Cayuga Street, SeneeaFaI1s, NY 


Or. Antonia Novello speaker. Free and open to the public, for more information. 3IS-S68-806O 


4:00 p.m. THE SKY IS NO UMIT-A CELEBRATION OF WOMEN INAVIATION 

Finger Lakes Chapter and Central NY Chapter or the Ninety Nines 

Finger Lakes Regional Airport, 2 Mila S. on State Route 4U to Mdmn Road 

Visit an educational program about women in aviatiOlL General aviation, single engine ainnft will be on display. Also featured 
will be an indoordisplay ofthe careers currently available to women in the field ofaviation and astronauts. N'mety Nine members . 
. will be present to explain aviation to guests. ' 


JUly 13 . 

Day loog CELEBRATE ,'98 WOMEN IN WELl.NESS DAY 


l\fyoderse Academy HighSchool, 105 Troy Street 


Sponsored by Finger Lakes Health Systems; for more information, 315-787-4053 


Breakfast speaker tickets required. no charge 


. Luncheon speaker Dr. Judith Briles; tickets required. DO Charge 


Dinner Speaker Rue McClannaban, -Golden Girls" fame; tickets required, nominal fee 


July 14 .. . 

Day long CELEBRATE '98 FINANCE DAYFOR WOMEN AND YOUNG GIRLS 

Wells CoUege, Aurora, NY 

Sponsored by Wells CoUege.SIO.OO participation fee; for more information, 315-364~~4~6 or e-mail: careers@we11s.edu 

11:30 Lm. NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN RALiY 

Women's RJgbts NHP, Deelaratlon Park, 136 FaD Stre:et 

As the National Organization for Women (NOW) closes its National Convention in Rochester July 10-12. the delegates will come . 
. to SenecaFaUs to hear featured speakers Patricia Ireland. President ofNOW. and Eiean<X'SmeaI. President. The Feminist 
Majority Foundation. The program will be held in DeclaratiOn Park. The'ral\y is Open to Cbe public and is scheduled &om 11:30 
a.m. to 1 :)0 p.m.~ for more information, 716-242-0516 

30fl9 
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2:00 p.m. DRAMA TIZATION "EQUAliTY OFRIGHTS: THE FIRST WOMEN'S RIGHTS COM'EN!ION" 

Women', Righti NHP, Wesleyan Cbapel. 136 FaD Street 

Dramatization in the ChapeL site of the first WOI.Dal'S Rights Convention. Tickets will be available at the Pa.rk. VISiIa Center on • 
first..comelfirst-serve basis beginning at 9:00 Lm. the day oflhedramatization. NO ADVANCE SALES, SIO.OO per person for 

ages 18 and up. . 


6:00'p.m. I!RAMATIZATION "EQUALITY OFR!GHTS: THE FIRST WOMEN'S RIGHTS CONVENTION" 


Women', Rights NHP, Wesleyan Chapel. 136 FaD Street 

I 

Dramatization in the Chapel, site ofthe first Women's Rights Coo~tion. Tickets will be available at the Pa.rk. VLSiIa Center 00 a 
first..comelflfSt-seive basis beginning at 9:00 Lm. the day of the dramatizatioo.. NO ADVANCE SALES, SIO.OO per person for 
ages 18 and up. 

.July IS . .,.".­
2:00 p.m. 'DRAMATIZA TION "EQUAliTYOFRIGHTS: THE FIRST WOMEN'S RIGHTS CONVENTION" 

Women'. Rights NHP, Wesleyan Cbapel, 136 FaD Street 

Dramatiiation in the chapel, the site ofthe first Women's Rights C<?nvention. Tickets will 'be available at the pa.rk. visitor center on 
a first come first served basis beginning at 9;00 Lm. the day of the dr:amatization. This single performance is free and open to the 
public, Limited seating. A TICKET IS REQUIRED. ' 

" , 

, "' " 


3:00 p.m. UNVEILING OFSOJOURNER TRUTH SCULPT~ 

Women', Rights Nl:IP, Visitor Cent~r, Second Floor, 136 FaU Street 

Unveiling ofSojownerTruth sculpture by National Museum ofWomen's History. Performance oftruth's wAin't I A Womanw 
( 'speech will be featured. For more information. contact Ann stOne at 703-329-1892. 

7:00 p.m. RELIGIOUS WOMEN AND WOMEN'S RIGHTS 

The United Methodist Church, State Street at Chapel 

A presentation and discussion sporisored by the International Association ofWomen Ministers, featuring the Rev. Betty Bone 
,SclUess and the Rev. Elaine Cleeton. Followed by a candlelight procession fi"om the Cburch to the Wesleyan Chapel Program 
nmsfi"om7:00to8:)Op.m.' " 

July 16 OPENING DAY' 
10:00a.m. CELEBRATE '98 OPENING CEREMONIES 

, Myoderse Academy HJgb School, lOS Troy Street 

, Scheduled appearance by rust Lady Hillary Rodham Clink?n. and NYS Governor George Pataki. No fee is charged. No tickets
required ' . ; 

Day loog BOOKSIGNJN~ 


Seneca Falls Historical Society, SS Cayuga Street 


Barbara Goldsmith "Little Gloria...• 


Lynn Sherr wSusan B.....• 


10:00 a.m.eHIWREN'S TENT . 

4ofl9 7181984:5 I P 
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Performance by Geneva's MLK Children's Choir, 

1:00 p.m. CHILDREN'S TENT 
'. 

SeBeca Falb HiStorical Society, 55 Cayuga Street 

Story TeUer: Bernice Magee 

1:00 p.in. SPEAKER'S TENT 

SeBeca Falb .Historlcal Society, 55 C~yuga Street· 

Barbara Mink. Ithaca Government 

2:00 p.m. WOMEN'S RELlGIOtiS LEADERSHIPTODAY 

Trinity Episcopal Church, FaD Street, at Vu OeerLake 
. 

A program ofshort lectures and discussion led by Barbara Brown Zikmund, President ofHartfonl Theological Seminary. Melaine 
May. Dean of the PfC)graJn in the Study ofWomen and Gender in Church and Society. Colgate·Rochester Divinity School; and 
Virginia S. Harris, Chair of the Christian Science Board of Directors and Publisher oCthe Writings oCMary Baker Eddy. Program 
nms from 2:00 ·4:00 p.m. . 

2:00 p.m. BOOK SIGNING 

. Women', Rights NHP, Visitor Center, 136 FaD Street 


Elizabeth Jenkins Saline: -33 Things Every Girl Should Know" 

. . . 

2:00 p.m. NA TIONAL WOMEN'S HALL OF FAME DISTINGUISHED SPEAKERS SERIES 

( Women's Rights NHP, Elizabeth Cady SlaDton House PavilloB,32 Washington Street 

Women's First Panel: Moderator, Coleen Jenkins Sahlin; Panel Members: Mwiel Siebert. Judy Hart and The Rev. Betty Bone 
Sheiss. program is scheduled from 2:00 to 3:00 p.m. Cor more information, 31 S:-568·8060 

. 2:00 p.m. DRAMATIZA TION -"EQUALITYOFRIGHTS: THE FIRST WOMEN'S RIGHTS CONVENTION" 

.Women's Rights NHP, Wesleyan ChapeL 136 FaD Street . 

Dramatization in the chapel. the site oCthe first Women's Rights Convention. Tickets will be available at the park Visitor Center . 
on a first come rust serve basis beginning at 9:00 Lm. the day oCthe dramatization, NO ,ADVANCE SALES, $10.00 per person 
Cor ages 18 and up. .. 

2:00 p.m. SCARSDALE LEAGUE P/..A.Y 

. Academy Square Auditorium, 12 North Park Street 


-Seneca Falls _ •• A Musical- . 


2:00 p.m. SPEAKER'S TENT 


SeBeca FaUs Historical SocietY, 55 Cayuga Street 


Susan John· Assemblywoman (Rochester) . 


3:00 p.m. UTICA LEAGUE P/..A.Y

·L> . Academv Square Auditorium, 12 North Park Street 

. I 
7,?-1Q9 ,1·( t 0isor 19. 
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. ~A DREAM FUll. OF CITIZENSHIP"; for more information, 31 5-S68-8412 . ., 

3:00p.m. CHILDREN'S TENT 

.' 	 Seneca Falls Historical Society, SS Cayuga Street' 


Mrs. McPuppet: Tea Party Shuffle 


3:00 p.m. SPEAKER'S TENT 


Seneca Falls HIstorical Society, S5 Cayuga Street, 

-~--. 

Lynn Sherr -- 20110 

3:00 p.m. "AIN'T I A WOMANAND A SISTER" 


Women's Rights NHP, Declaration Park, 136 FaD Street 

.~. -......." ... . 


Original play about the fiiendships and activism ofFrederick Douglass, Lua-etia Mott. Susan B. Anthony, Frances Gage and 
, Sojowner Truth. By the Babes in Ann.rperfonnance collective from Ithaca, NY. 

4:00 p.m. "SUNFLOWER" PERFORMANCE 


Academy Square Auditorium, Park Street 


A dramatization about Elizabe,th Cady Stanton written and perfonned by Elizabeth Peny. 

. 	 ' 

; , 

4:00 p.m. BOOK SIGNING 

The National Women'. HaU or Fame, 76 FaD Street 

( Miriam Grace Monfredo °The staiking Horse" 

4:00 p.m. 19m CENTURY SACRED AND SECULAR MUSIC 

Trinity EpucilpalCburch, Trloity Lane 


, A concert with commentary. Kathy Wilkins. Soloist,. program will be from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. 


4:00 p.m. CHILDREN'S TEN/' 


Seneca Falls Historical Society, S5 Cayuga Street 


Story teller: Jim Bloooifield 


4:00 p.m. SPEAKER'S TEN/' 


Seneca ,Falls Historleal Society, 55 Cayuga Street 


Diane Feinstein Envoy 


. 6 or 19 	 7181984:51 F 
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. Free and open to the public. 


DUSK FIREWORKS OVER VAN CLEEF lAKE 


July 17 DECLARATION DAY 

. -~-Day long BOOK SIGljING . 
< 


Seneca FaUs HIstorical Society, 55 Cayuga Street. ' 

" . 

Gloria Nemeroitz "Women's Leadership &, ~ial Responsibility" 


Christina Page·A Smart Girls' Guide to Colleges" 


Carol Serling & Edith Delavan "Grace in the Afternoon" 


9:00 a.m. STANTON SYMPOSIUM 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton House PavnioD 

Women's RightS NHP, 32 WashingtOD Street 

Noted authors Dr. Judy Wellman, Dr. Ann Gordon. Dr. Elisabeth Griffith. Dr. Sally RoesCh Wagner, Dr. EUen Carol DuBois and 
Paul Barnes ofFlorentine Films will participate in a panel discussion on the life ofElizabeth Cady Stanton. moderated by 
Women'sRights NI-n> Historian, Dr. Vivien Rose. 

10:00 a.m. CHILDREN'S TENT 


Seneca Falls lfutorkal Society, 55 Cayuga Street 


Story Teller: Chris Riedel 


10:00 a.m. PUY-"IT'SABOUJ' TIME" 


Women's Rights NHP~ DeclaratloD Park, 136 FaD Street 

• • • 1 

A play performed by Wower Power from San FranciscO~ for more informatiOn. 415-467-2129 . 

10:00 a.m. SPEAKER'S TENT 


Seoeca Fans Hlstorkal Society, 55 Cayuga Street 


Major I,.issa Young - West Point , 


'.11:00 a.m. SPEAKER'S TENT , 


Seneca Falls HIstorical Society, 55 Cayuga Street 


Rabbi Emily Korzenik 


11:00 a.m. CHILDREN'S TENT 

Senec~ Faits lfutorieai Society, 55 Cayuga Street 

~_. " International Street Performer: Hilby performing with unicycle 

70(19 '7181984:51 
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11:00 a.m. PRESENTATION BYFORUM " 


Women', Rights NlHP, Declaration Park, 136 FaD Street 


On behalf ofCelebrate '98, th~parlc will host Forum '98, 'whose members will present a "Recommitment to thC Original 
Principles of the Declaration ofSentiments for the 21 st Century". Donna Shalala, Seadary ofHealth and Human Services guest 
speaker. Presentation is open to the public; presentatio~ is scheduled to run 11:00 a.m. to ) 2:30 p.m., for more information. 
716-275-8799. 

NooDSPEAKER'S TEN/' 
-~, 

- .:- SeDeca Falls Historical Soelety,SS Cayuga Street 


Libby Siege) and Sally Flax, representatives ofWomen's InternationaI League for Peace and Freedom. 


NooD CHILDREN'S TENT 


Seneca Falill Historical Society, SS Cayuga Street 


Perfonnance: Kwt the Mysterious 

. Noon GIRLS MEDIA PANEL 

, 	 Academy Square, Park Street 


Sponsored by Blue Jeans Magazine; for more information, 3)5-568-4 t 17 


NooD PANGAIA STEEL DRuM BAND 


People's Park 


( 	 For more infonnation, 315-568-4117 

NooD THE WONDROUS MOTHERHOOD OF GOD 

Trinity Epiicopal Church, Trinity Laue 

. A presentation and discussion led by nie Rev. Eleanor McLaUgbIin, Episcopal priest. ~fessor, and author and by Marcille 
Delacy, Christian Science Practitioner and Teacher and Member oftile Board ofLectureship, program scheduled ftom 12:00 
noon to I:3() p.m. . 

1:00 p.m. BooK.SIGNlNG. 

Women's Rights NHP, Visitor Center, 13' FaD Street 


Dr. Ellen Carol DuBois: 

"Harriet Stanton Blatch & the Winning of Woman Suffi'agee 


·Women Suffi'age & Women's Rights" 

·~O Years and Moree 

"Stanton!Anthony Reader" 

"Feminism and Suffrage" 


Dr. Elizabeth Griffith 

"In Her Own Right The Life ofE1izabeth Cady Stanton" 


Dr: Sally Roesch Wagner 

·Untold Story ofthe Iroquois Influence on Early Feminists" 
 i 

·Woman, Chw-ch & State" 

Dr. Am Gordon 
·~elect'!!l.'!>~-s.D!.SI.ant~:l.1'!d ,A.!,t!>onv" Vt'\ll'!"::~ , 
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1:00 p.m~AFUCIO WORKING WOMAN'S PROGRAM 
'.. 

Women'. Rlgbu NlHl', Deelaratloo Park, 136 FaU Street 

Program is scheduled from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.rn. and is open to the public. Speaker will be Alexis Herman, Secn:tary ofLabc:r. 
for more infonnation.. 716·263·2650. ' 

1:00 p.m. SPEAKER'S TENT ' 


Seoeca FaU. IIlstorkaJ Society, 55 Cayuga Steet 


Dr. Melanie May, Colgate.RochesterDiviDity School ' 


2:00 p.m. CHILDREN'S,TENT 


Seoeca Fall. HIstorical Soclety~ 55 'Cayug-a St~f'-'-- -


Penonnance: Gary the Happy Pirate 


2:00 p.m. SPEAKER'S TENJ" 


Seneca Falls Historical Society, 55, Cayuga Street 


Molly Mwphy MacGregor, Executive Director, Women's History Project 


2:00 p.m. DRAMATlzA TION OF "EQUALITY OF RIGHTS: THE FIRST WOMEN'S RIGHTS CONJIENTION" 

Women's Righu NHP, Wesleyan Chapel.1l6 FaU Street 

Dramatiz.at~on in the Chapel, site ofthe fir.>t Women's Rights Convention. Tickets will be available at the park VISitor Centet" on a 
'first come flfSt serve basis beginning at 9:00 am. day ofthe dramatization. NO ADYANCE SALES, $10.00 per person for ages 
18 and up. ' 

2:00p.~. SPEAKERS PiVlUON 

, Women'. Rfgbu NHP, Elizabeth Cady StaotOD House PavWoo, 32 Wasb1ogtoD Street 


Speakers to be determined 


, 2:30 p.m. BETSYMC CAUGHEY ROSS, UElRENA/VT GOVERNOR, NEW YORK STATE, 


Academy Square Auditorium, 12 North Park Street 


For more infonnaton. Can 315-568-8412. ' 


3:00 p.m. LESBIANS ARE WOMEN TOO 


Women's Rfghu NHP, Deelaratioo Park,-136 FaU Street 


. A presentation discussing lesbian rights. Speakers: Becky Bly, Director ofthe coalition for Lesbian Visibility. Seneca Falls, Paula 
EttJebrick, legiSlative Counsel to the Empire Stale Pride Agenda in NYC. 

3:00 p.m. CHILDREN'S TENT 

Seneca Falls Instorical Society, 55 Cayuga Street 

" __ -',! Performance: Karvel- Magician 
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3:00 p.m. SPEAKER'S TENJ' 


Seneea FaUs Historical Society, 55 Cayuga Street I . 


'I., Diane Ewing. Geneva General Hospital 


. . 4:00 p~m. "AIN'T I A WOMANAND ASISTER" 


Women's Rights NHP, Dedaratlon Park, 136 FaU Street 

. . \ 

Original play about the friendships and activisim ofFrederick Douglass, Lucretia Molt, Susan B. Anthony, Frances Gage and 
Sojowner Truth. By the Babes inAmu performance collective·frOm Ithaca. NY. . . 

4:00 p.m. SPEAKER'S TENJ' 

Seneca Falls Historical Society, 55 Cayuga Street 


, Donna Cathy - Seneca County District AUOniey 


6:00 p.m. SENECA FALLS COMMUNITY BAND 


Academy Square, Park Street 


6:00 p.m. DRAMATIZATION ItEQUALITY OF RIGHTS: THE FIRST WOMEN'S RIGHTS CONVENTION" . 

. . Women's Rights Nifp, Wesleyan Cbape~ i36 FaU Street 

Dramatization in the Chapel, site ofthe first Women's Rights Convention. Tickets will be available at the park Visitor Center on a 
fIrSt come fIrSt serve basis beginning at 9:00 a.m., day ofthe dramatization. NOADV ANCE SALES, $10.00 per person for ages 

.18 and up. . 

( ,8:00 p.m. KIT MCCLURE BIG BAND CONCERT 


Mynderse Academy mgb Scbool, 105 Troy Street 


Free .and open to the public. 


. 9:00 p.m. THE WOMEN'S EVEN!DANCE PARTY 


. KenCIn Manor, 4568, Rte 414 

.', ' 

Sponsored by The Coalition for ~ian Visibility, tickets required.~ for more information. 315-568-9364. 

'i 
July 18 NEW YORK STA TE DAY:' 

Day Long BOOK SIGNING 


Women's Rigbts NHP, Visitor Center, 136 FaU Street 


Barbara Metzger: 
"Elizabeth Cady Stanton" 
•A Clean Sea: The Rachel Carson StoIy· 

"Together and Equal" . 


Nell Painter: 

lSc:i(:".nlel truth: A;..u". 1". Sywoor 
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9:00 Lm. j & 10 KRACE 


,Academy Square, Park Street 


For more infonnation~ 315-568-2906 


9:00 a.m. FREDERICK DOUGLASS (FRED MORSELL) 

Presbyterian Church, 2j Cayuga Street 

, Dramatization -Why I Became a Women's. Rights Man- - ~,-

. 10:00 a.m. MEN!'ORlNG GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN 

Ac:ademy Square Auditorium, 12 Nortb Park Street 


Pegine Echevarria aFor all our Daughters- a mentoring program, program is scheduled to last from 10;00 a.m. to noon. 


10:00 a.m. OVID NEW YORK BELL RINGERS 

Academy Square, Park Street 

10:00 a.m. CHILDREN'S TEN!' 


Seneca Falls Historical Society, 55 Cayuga Street 


Perfonnance: The Great Zucchini (performs magic for children) 


. 10:00 a.m. SPEAKER'S TEN!' 


( . Seneca Fals Historical Society, 55 Cayuga Street 


Miriam Monfredo 


10:00 a.m. PLA Y: "IT'S ABOUT TIME" , 

WomentiRight~ NHP, Declaration Park, 136 FaU Street 

Perfonnedby Wower Power from San Francisco~ for more information. 415-467-2129 

10:00 a.m. "THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT: OUR LEGACY, OUR GOAL" 

Presbyterian Cburcb, 23 Cayuga Street 


, , ERA 75th Anniversary Program; for more information. 973·765-0102 


11:00 a.m. SPEAKER'S TEN!' 

Seneca Falls, Historical Society, 55 Cayuga Street 

Nancy Neuman - Author -From Suffi"agist to Soccer Moma•League of Women Voters US President 

11:00 a.m. SWING CENTRAL 


Academy Square, Park Street 


Central New ¥ork'sunique VocaI]822. Group.


'C / ;. ...... 1t :R4l!4.m. CHILDREN'S TEN!' 
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Seneca Falls Historkal Society, 55 CaY.Ula Street 


Perionnance: Charlene Winger-Bearskin 

. . ' . 

Noon WOMEN'S FILM FESTAim CONSTANT COMMENT TEA PARTY 

Presbyterian Church, 13 Cayuga Street 

· Film fest. tickets required. available at the church; for more information, visit the film festival's website at . 
www.celebrate98.comlcehnov.htm. ~eduled to nm from 12:00 noon to 9:00 p.m. . 

-.,;:-:- 'Noon CHILDREN'S TENT 

Seneca FaDs Historical SoCiety, 55 Cayuga Street 

Perionnance: Jan Nigro Vitamin LBand . 


Noon SPEA.K~R'S TENT . 


Seneca Falls Historical Society, 55 Cayuga Street 


Carolyn Jefferson Jenkins ' 


1:00 p.m. CHILDREN'S TENT 


Seneca Falls Historical Society, 55 Cyauga Street 


Storyteller: Martha.Kendall 


· 1:00 p.m. SPE1KER'S TENT 
. ' , , 

Seneca FaUs Historieal Society, 55 Cayuga Street 

Shugetsu Sandi kistler-ConnoDy, Syracuse Zen Center . 

2:00 p.m. DICK SCHRECK AND THE DIXIE LANDERS 

Academy Square, Park Street 

2:00 p.m. DRAMATIZATION "EQUAllTYOF RIGHTS: THE FIRST WOMEN'S RIGHTS CONVENTION~ 

Women's Rigbts NHP, Wesleyan Chapel. 136 FaD Street 

·Dramatization in the Cbapel, site ofthe first Women's Rights Convention. Tickets will be av.mable at the parle Visitor Center on a 
first come first serve. basis beginning at 9:00 a.m. the day of the performance. NO ADVANCE SALES, SJ0.00 per person for 
ages 18 and up. ' 

· 2:00 p.m. CHILDREN'S TENT 


Seneca Falls Historical Society, 55 Cayuga Street 


Perfonnance: Magic Garden Puppets,-Seneca Indian Story­

2:00 p.m. SPEAKER'S TENT 


Seneca FaUs Historkal Society, 55 Cayuga Street , 


Jan Richardson. President American Physical Therapy Association 


~. . 2:00 p.m. NA TIONAL WOMEN'S HALL OF FAME'S DISTINGUISHED SPEAKERS SERIES. 

\\omen's Jtiguts ;\i if, Eiizabetb C~dy Staawn HOUK I'.;n·1!!:l:J.31.w.~'!tLDgt9n $t . 
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6:00 p.m. DRAMATIZA TION "EQUALITY OF~GHTS: THE FIRST WOMEN'S RIGHTS CONYENT'IO~ 

Women', Rigbts NHP, Wesleyao Chapel, 136 FaD Street 
•. J.. /':-. ,. 

Dramatization in the Chapel, site ofthe first Women's Rights Convention. Tickets will be available at the park VISitor Center 011. 

flfSt come ftrst serve basis beginning at 9:00 a.m. the day ofthe perfonnanoe. NO ADVANCE SALES, S10.00 per person for 
ages 18 and up. . 

8:00 p.m. SYRACUSE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA POPs CONCERT 


Myndcrse Academy High School, lOS Troy Street - --=.-
~-

Lu~ada Harrison and 30-member Syracuse Women's Chorus also will appear ~th orchestra. . 


8:00 p.m. POLITICS, PASSION AND HUMOR OF WOMEN - rOSHIREAGONAND SARA CITRONIN CONCERT 

Mynderse Academy Auditorium, lOS Troy Street 

Sponsored by The Coalition for tesbian Visibility, tickets required, 315·568·9364 

DUSK FIREWORKS OVER VANCLEEFUKE 

July 19 CLOSING DAY' 

9: 15 a.m•• CHRISTIAN WORSHIP . 

Trinity Episcopal Chl.lreh, Fan Street at VanCleef Lake 

Christian Worship, together with· the dedication ofRobert Lentz's new icon ofElizabeth Cady Stanton. Special music by the
( -Miserable Offenders.- Preach~ Dr. Pamela Chinnis, President of the House ofDeputies of the Episcopal Church in the USA. ' 

Celebrant: The Rev. Marsue Harris. Service will be from 9:15 to 10:30 a.m.. 

10:00 a.m. WOMEN'S FILM FESTAND CONSTANT COMMENT' TEA PARTY 
Presbyterian Chureb, 23 Cayuga Street 

Film fest scheduled form 10:00 am. to 4:00 p.m., tickets required, available at the church; for more infon:nation, visit the film 
festival's website at www.celebrate98.comlcelmov.htm., . . 

10:00 a.m. PLA Y - "Irs ABOUT TIME" 

Women's Rigbts NHP, Declaration Park. 136 FaD S.treet 
. . 

A play performed by Wower Power from San Francisco; for Uiformation, 415-467·2129 

11:00. a.m. PANEL ~ ·WOMEN'SRIGHTSAROUND THE WORLD-

Women's Rights NHP, ElizabetbCady StaotOD House Pavillon, 31 WashlngtOD Street 

Moderator: Kathy Hendrix; Panel members: Mary Quinn. 100 Heroines PrOject and Beijing participant; Peggy Cwiin, director of 
the Cenlre for Development and Population Activities (CEDPA)~ Anna Rbee. United Methodist WOmen calling for ratification 
the UN Convention on Elimination ofDiscrimination Against Women (CEDAW)~ Mim Kelber, WEDO. status ofwomen in the 
world; 81!d Kathy Hendrix; senior advisor in the Conrad Hilton Foundation. former associate director ofthe President's 
. Interagency Council on Women. 

11:30 a.m. BAHA'IYOUTIlWORKSHOP 

Women's Rights NHP, Declaration Park. 136 FaD Street 

. I 
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Hosted by Charlene Winger· 8eriinsyouth Workshop performing dance; Rochester BAHA'I Cbois performing scvcraJ songs; , 
historical dramatization of the -Conference oC Bradasht and the life oCTahirih-. ' 

12:30 p.m. CONCERT: THE "MISERABLE OFFENDERS" 


Trinity Episcopal Church, FaD Street, at VAll Cleet Lake 


Ana Hernandez and Deborah Bly create exciting sounds in traditionhland contemporuy religiOOs music. 


1:00 p.m. CELEBRATE '98 CLOSING CEREMONIES 


Academy Square, Park StreeC: Speaken to be announced 


1:00 p.m. LUNCHEONAND TALK 

Gould Inn (now The Falls), FaD Street 

-Prolife Feminism: The Legacy Continues- Speaker ·'Senin Foster, Executive Director, Feminists Cor Life oCNew YorIc. TiCkets 
$20.00. For more information, caU716-328-3210. ' ' 

1:00 p.m. BOOK SIGNING 


Women's Rights NHP, Visitor Center, 136 FaU Street 


Martha Kendall: 

"Elizabeth Cady Stanton" 

, "Susan'B. Anthony' 

Bradford Miller " 
"Returning to Seneca FaDs" 

(". 1:00 p.m. "THE PROPER LADIES" 

Women's Rights NHP, Declaration Park, 136·FalJ Street, ' 

The Proper Ladies will perform a cappeUa Victorian baUads and suffi'age songs. 

1:00 p.m. CHIWREN'S TEN/" 

, Seneca Falls Historical Society, 55 Cayuga Street 


PerCormance: Rbytlun Ambassadors 


2:00 p.m. DRAMATIZA TION "EQUALITY OF RIGHTS: THE FJRSTWOMEN'S RIGHTS CONYENTJON" 

Women's Rights NHP, WesleYAIl Chapel, 136 FaD Street 

, Dramatization in the chapel, the site oCthe first Women's Rights Convention. Tickets will be available at the parle VisitoT Center 
on a fust come first serve basis beginning. 9:00 a.m. NO ADVANCE SALES, $10.00 per person for ages 18 and up. 

3:00 p.m. RAllr WITH SPEAKERS 


Women's Righst NHP, Declaration Park, FaD Street 


Sponsored by Feminists for Life o(New York. For more information call 716-328-3210, ext 30 


3:00 p.m. CHILDREN'S TEN/' 

Seneca Falls Historical Society, 55 Cayuga Street ' 

PerfVllii.m~ 3,:CC ~"1"; ".wp.tI..: OoldenEagIc:: String Band 



I 
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'6:00'p.m. DRAMATIZATION -EQUALlTYOFRIGHTS: THE FIRST WOMEN'S RIGHTS CONVENTION­

" Women's Rigbts NHP, Wesleyan Cbapel.l36 FaD Street 
.~\. , 

" Dramatization in the chapel. the site of the first Women's Rights Convention. TicketswiU be available at the park Visitor Center 
on a first come flfSt serve basis beginning at 9:00am., NO ADVANCE SALES, $10.00 per person for ages 18 and up 

August 20 - 22 

Conrerence - Teacblng Wott.ieO~1 HIstory 


, This special CQnference, co-sponsored bythe Organization of American Historians and the National Park Service, is being held in 

Seneca Falls to observe the I50th anniversary of the first women's rights convention. The conference is for museum educations. 


, teachers, and scholars and examines using historic structures, furnishings. artifacts, and landscapes to research and teach women's 

history, for more infonnation 812-855-7311 	 ' 

Uoless otherwise noted, aU activities take place In Seneca Falls, NY 

DAILY ACTNITIES,JULY 16 -,19, 1998 ' 

Post Tent: Memories on Exhibit, plus a collecting station. Tent will be staffed on Th~1i'om 1:00 p.m to 6:00 p.m, Friday 
'and Saturday1i'om 10:00 am. to 6:00 p.m.,and Sunday from 10;00 am. to 3:00 p.m. Located at Seneca Falls Historical Society. 
for more information. 315-568-8412 ' 

Present Tent: Tent will be staffed dwing the same hours as the Past Tenl Roundtable discussion groups will be held: Thursday' 
2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.; 4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m; Friday and Saturday 10:00 am to II :30 am; 12:00 noon to 1:30 p.m; 2:00 p.m 
to 3:30 p.m.; 4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.; Sunday 10:00 am. to 11:30 a.m.; 12:00 noon to 1:30 p.m; 2:00 to 3:30p.m Located at 
Seneca Fans Historical Society; for more information, 315-568-8412 

("" 	 Future Tent: Tent will be staffed during the same hours as the Past TenlLocated at Seneca Falls Historical Society; for more 
information, 315-568-8412 ' 

, 	 , 

C"ildre~'s Tent: preschOol play area; activities for children over five; Lost Children Report Area; refieshments: free juice and 
water, roving clowns; mimes; face painting; Emergency First Aid; baby sitting for Historical House Tour; quiet area for resting 
and reading; coloring book: six year level; located at Seneca Falls Historical Society, 55 Cayuga Street; for more 
information, 315-568·8412 . 

Women's History Book Tent,located at Academy Square; for more infonnation, 315-568-9456 

. Food Tent. Located atAcademy Square, Park Street 

Girls Tent. Located at Academy Square. Park Street 

Barnes & Noble Book Tent, Located at Academy Square, Park Street 

National Women', Expo, Located at Village Parle/Academy Square, for more information 315-568-5833 

Internatio~al& American Wo~Art ExAibit. Academy Square; for more information 315-568-8204 
. .' 	 . 

Girl Talk, Seneca Community Players, Delavan Theatre, 8:00 pm; July 16, 17 & 18, 2:00p.m July 19, tickets 

Food Vendors located throughout community at all locations 

Craft Fair, People's Park 

~lebrate '98 PictorialSt.amtJ Cancell4lion, 9 am - 7 p.m l~ at Women's Rights NHP, Visitor Center rear parking lot 136 
Fall Street S~!ai c!!."1ceii!lUon tern::. the fJ~ P~Sewi(); bonOllilg the 13Um ~\nni'let"'..s.rJ m·1be Women's Rights Movem~t 
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EDUCATIONAL GUIDES 
, 
\ 
.~~ '. 	 "Be Your Own Historian: Seneca Falls and the 1848 Women's Rights Convention - A Kit'or Evideace for Historical 


Detectivesn: Teachers Kit by Dr,Judy Wellman, History Depa.ttmeot, SUNY Oswego. Students will use primary IIOU.R:e8 to' 

describe what happened at the First Women', Rigbls Conveution,and wby it was important. This educatiooallcit pves students 

the opportunity to be their own historiaos, by using historical evidence and developing their own geoeralizatioDS and 

conclusions. It will be for sale in the Eastern Natiooal store at the park', Visitor Center,July 1998. 


nElizabeth M'CUntock - Entrepreneurial WOmaD":Cunicul~~ Education KiL Elizabeth M'Clintock embodies the 
struggles women·faced in the 1840', and the tenacity requ.ired to succeed as entrepreneurs. Her experieoce as storekeeper, 
fuodraiser for anti.sLi.v~!y activists, teacher, artist, and finally as successful milliner and shop owner in • stylish Philadelphia 
business district exempIifY on~ possible career path for a woinan determined to do well in the world of business. The kit. 
which uses maps, floor plans, store records, advert.isementsand other historical evidence. It will be distributed through the 
National Parle Service "Teaching with Historic PJaces- program, and will demonstrate the origins of equal employment 
opportunity forwomen. It will be for sale in the Eastern Natiooalstore at the park~, Visitor Center, July 1998.' ' . 

" 
nCelebrating Your Cultural Heritage:" Teachers Guide by Dr. Sally Roesh Wagner. This guide will enable student to . 
explore and analyze how communities remember and celebrate their heritage. Included will be description of how Seneca Falls 
celebrates its heritage of being the birthplace of women', rights, as weD as some of Seneca Falls' -Untold Stories-. The 
project is funded by a 1997 National Park Service -Parks As ClassroomsTh( grant. It will be available through educator 
workshops and educator mailing lists, September 1998. 

SPECIAL EXHIB ITSIDISPLAYS 

Women's Invitation a', Art EmlbJt, Canalslde GaDery, 71 FaD Street 

Sponsored by Seneca COWlty Arts CoWlcil, exhibit will be open through July 25. 

Suffrage Statue Exhibit, Women', RJgbts NHP, 136 FaD Street' 

( 	 'On loan from the Smithsonian Institution. featwing the marble busts ofsuftTage leaders Elizabeth C~ Stanton. Susan B. 
Anthony and Lucretia Mott. Adelaide Johnson sculpted these busts before she created the famous Suffrage Statue that has recently 
been moved from the crypt to the Rotunda in the U.S. Capitol, Washington. D.C. The exhibit wiD be on display through , 
December 1998. A fee is charged. . 

Declaration or Sentiments Table, ~omen" Rigbts NHP, 136 FaD Street 

On Loan from the Smithsonian Institution. the table on which the Declaration ofsent:iments was drafted on July 16, 1848, in the 
front parlor of the MClintoclc House in Waterloo. NY. A fee is charged. . 

. 	 ' 

The Art or Nursing, The National Women" HaD ofFame, 76 FaD Street 

A special exhibit sponsored by Signa Theta Tau International Honor Society ofNurses. Afee is charged. 

SISTERS IN SPIRIT: Celebrating the Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) Influence on the Early Woman" Rights Movement. 
Seneca Falls Urban Cultural ParklHeritage Area Visitor Center, 115 FaD Street, Lower Level. 

An exlubit based on primary research by De. SaDy Roesch Wagner on the infIueoce of the Iroquois wo~ on the women's 
rights movement. This exlubit is co--sponsored by the Elizabeth Cady Stantou Foundation and Women's Rights NHP and has 
been developed in cooperatioo!witb ComeD University. No fee is charged.' " 

'Matilda Joslyn Gage: Forgotten Foremother, Women's Rights NHP, Education and Cultural CenterlPrlnfsbop, 116 FaD 
~t 	 , 

In cOoperation with the Matilda Joslyn Gage FOWldation park is co-sponsoriog a temporaty exhibit on the life ofMatilda Joslyn . 
Gage, a 19th centwy leader ofthe Women's Rights Movement The exhibit. located in the rear of the Women's Education and 
. Cultural Center/ Printshop opens July 4 and will nul through the eDd ofAugust 1998. Gage FOUI,ldation volunteers wiD staffthe 
exhibit. A $3.00 fee is charged. 

. P.,iiik~ and Plaet:: EeIe~I-W6meb'sRights!n-5eu~ FaUs. 8i-8~ Faii ~i:~4, 	 . 
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This exhibit reflects the community observances. both locally in Seneca Falls and also OIl anatiooallevel. to three past 
celebrations - 1908, 1923, and 1948- of the signing of the -Declaration ofSentiinents-. The Declaration, written by Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton in 1848, demanded that women have immediate admission to all the rights and privileges which belong to them as 

" . 	 citizens of the United States. This exhibitis sponsored by the Seneca Falls Historical Society and is funded by a grant from the 

New York State COWlcil on the Arts and the membership of the Society. The exhibit is open through December 1998 at the 

Seneca Museum. A fee is charged. . 


AUa Salute: The Seneca FaUs ItaUan AmerfcanCommunlty 1895-1998,84 Fall Street 

This exhibit explores the roles ofwo~ religion, community and the family in the assimilation and contributions of the Italian 
'- inuriigrants and their descendants. Italian immigrants from the mezzogiomo and the northern province ofTuscany came to Seneca 

Falls during the flfSt two decades of this century to find employment in the small village of6,000 Which held nine major factories, 
a railroad line and a growing canal system. Fromjust 50 immigrants in 1900 their numbers grew to over 2,000 by 1930. Their 
arrival would increase the population of the village, develop its economy and change its character. This exhibit is sponsored by 
the Seneca Falls Historical Society and underwritten by the Bruce Bonafiglia family. The 1995 exhibit was funded by the New 
York State Council on the Arts. The exhibit opens Saturday, July II at 84 Fall street for six months. No fee is charged. 

Mary Baker Eddy Exhibit, 118 Fall Street· 

Come and discover this original thinker and reformer of the late 19th Century. LOcated two doOrs down from the Women's Rights 
National Historical Park. Exhibit open through October. For more information or to schedule a guided tour please call 
315-568-6488. No fee is charged. 

SITES OPEN DAILY, JULY 16 ~. 19, 1998 . 

Women's Rights ~ational Historical Park, Visitor Center, 136 Fall Street, for more Information caD 315-568-2991, en 
24, Website: http://www.nps.govlworf 

Hosts a full range of visitor activities including a 25 minute film -Dreams ofEquality- (shown every hour on the hour from 9:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m.), interactive exhibits on the history of the women's rights movement, and bookstore featuring titles for children, 
and adults as well as note cards, posters and gift items. A fee is charged. 

Women's Rights NHP, Suffrage Print Shop, 116 Fall Street, for more Information caD 315-568-2991, en 24, Web.lte: 
bttp:llwww.nps.govlworf 

In 1851, Amelia Bloomer opened The Lily, the first suffrage newspaper in the United States which was a model for nWDerOUS 
others, and which Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony used to promulgate the movement for women's rights. The 
Suffrage Print Shop is a working twn ofthe century press, where visitors will observe how the early suffi-age leaders used the 
press to promote their causes through interpretative talks offered daily. A fee is charged. 

Women's Rights NHP, Elizabetb Cady Stanton House, 32 WashiDgton St, for more Information caD 315-568-2991, en 
24, Website: http://www.nps.govlworf 

The home ofElizabeth Cady Stanton from 1847 to 1862, the House is restored and will be open daily for public tours. The 
interpretive talks at the House focus on Stanton's life and personal experiences before, during and after the time period she lived 
in Seneca Falls, on how she came to age intellectually and politically in Seneca Falls, and about her lifelong synergistic mendship 
'and partnership with Susan B. Anthony as women's rights leaders. Tours offered every half hour, ticket required. A fee is charged. 

. Seneca Falls Historical Soclety~ 55 Cayuga Street, guided mansion toun daUy 10:00 Lin. - 6:00 p.m., for more 
inrormation call 315-568-8412 

FOWlded in 1896, the Seneca Falls historical SocietY is housed in an imposing red brick mansion within the villag~'s National 
Register ofHistorical Places. The Becker 1880 House Museum features Victoiian period rooms, exhibits of local histofy and 
offers an extensive research library with a wealth of archives lind genealogical records. Uni~ is the Society's collection ofglass 
place negatives relative to the Women's' Rights Movement its Italian Heritage Exhibit is on permanent display. The museum 
Shop at 101 Fall Street Offers publications of local town, and country history, Civil War, Revolutionary War, women's histofy,,,-) 
preservation, restoration, and Victorian. A fee is charged. . 	 . ' 
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The National Women', "aU of Fame, 76 Fall Street, toun dally, for more lal'onnatJoD eaJI31S-568-8060, 

Website: greatwomen.org 

The National Women's Hall of Fame honors the achievements ofdistinguished American Women who have made endwiog 
contributions to the arts, athletics, business, government, philanthropy, humanities, science and education. From such notable 
figures as Eleanor Roosevelt and Amelia Earhart to Geraldine Ferraro, Rosa Parks and Sandra Day o'Connor, you can learn about 
these celebrated women and their history, including seeing import8.nt artifacts. The Museum Shop includes a wide variety of 
conunemorative materials and gift items inclUding tee shirts, posters, and educational materials. The HalJ is the nation's first 
membership organization devoted exclusively to honoring the accOmplishments ofAmerican women. Living history at HaJJ of 
Fame - docents portraying Honorees of the HaJJ ofFame - meet your favorite honoree of the past. A fee is charged 

. ".. " . 
Seneca Falls Heritage Area Visitor Center, 115 Fall Street, Lower Level, for more lal'onnatioD eaJJ 315-568-6894 

Part oCthe New York Heritage Areas System, the Seneca FaJJS Heritage Area, with its theme ofreform Movem~ts, is the heart of 
this 19th Centtip' industrial boomtOwn including a classic main street, the Cayuga-Seneca Canal and historic homes and . 
neighborhoods. The Heritage Area interprets the village's development, focusing on the setting for the 1848 Convention, as a . 
means to achie.ve the State System goals ofeducation, recreation, historic preservation, and community economic development 
The Heritage Area Visitor Center serves as an orientation point for local and regional history, providing information o,n area 
attractions. No fee is charged. 
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,-. . THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

. July 8, 1~98. 

- ..:::r-:=_MEMORANDUM FOR INTERESTED PARTIES 
\ 

FROM: ANN LEWIS 

SUBJECf: NATIONAL WOMEN'S EQUALlTYAcr 

Attached is a document drafted and agreed to "y a ~alition ofwomen's orga.nizations as a 
twenty-first centwy agenda. While it is not specifically endorsed by the White House, you may
find it useful. 
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Draft 7/8/98 
'. National Women's Equality Act 


for the 21 s'Cenlury' 


Preamble' 

. In 1848t Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott, together with soIrte'300 women 
and men, convened tbe first women.' s rights convention in the history of the United States 
and we world in Seneca Falls. At that time, men did not allow women to vore, own 

· property, keep their own wages, or win custody of their children. Theydeprivedmarried 
women of all civil rights and subjected single women to taXation without representation. . 
They barred women from colleges and donied women all opportunity to practice law or 
medicine, or to become teachers or theologians. Driven by these grievances, the First ' 
Women's Rights Convention issued a Declaration of Human Sentiments and 11 resolutions 
demanding fuU equality for women and an end to the tyranny of men over women. Among 
the most radical of demands was recognition of women'8 right to vote. . 

The 1848 Dcci~ation ofHuman Sentiment& concluded. "We insist tluit [women1 
have a11 the rights and privileges which belong to them as citizens of these United SCates." 
Since then women have campaigned tirelessly for equality. .. .. 

In 1923. during the 75tJt anniversary ceremc;)Dics of the historic First Women's 
Rights Convention. Alice Paul proposed the follo~ Lucretia Mott amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution: "Men and women shall bave equal rights throughout the United States 
and evety place subject to· its jurisdiction." This was thc precursor to the Equal Right! 
Amendment (ERA)~ also authored by Alice Paul a.o.d first introduced in Congress in 1943, 
whieh read. "Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the United 
States or by any state on account of sex:· Seventy-five years after the introduction of an 
Equal Rights Amendment, women arc still dewed a guarantee of equ.ality under the United 
States Constitution. .I 

And, in 1998, one hundred and fifty years after Seneca Falls, women still do not 
have equal representation ..Women comprise a mere 12.3% of the members of Congress, 
and hold only three govemorships.. No woman has ever served as President, Vice . 
President:. Speaker of the United States House of Representatives. Majority Leader of the 

· United States Senate - rarely even as a full committee chair ofeither body of Congress. 

. . Today, we reaffirm our commitnient to Constitutional equality for womeD. and girls 
and to woment a full participation in the ciecision..rna1ring bodies ofour naDon.: And We do . 
more. We participate in and advance a global movement for women and demand that the 
United States join the overwhelming majority ofnations of the world in ratifying the United 
Nation's Convention to Eliminate All Forms of Discrimination AgaiDst Women (CEDAW) 
without reservations, declarations, or understandings that weaken this commitment. 

· When our suffragist foremotbers were frustrated in their federal, constitutional fight 
to win suffrage, they passed state laws and c.onstitutional amendments to gain the right to 
vote state by state. They leveraged their power and worked on multiple fronts gaining 
women's educational rights. property rights and the right to.keep their own wages. So lOa 
·have ~rn-day feminists fought to pass state ERAs, state and federal statutory 
guarantees to end discr.imination in employment and edllcatio~ to'provide equal· i.ccc.ss to 
credit, to end pregnancy discrimination. and to stop violence against women among other 
areas. We have lobbied, litigated., picketed. marched. petitioned, engaged in civil . 
di$ob.,mence, and boycotted to win women' S rights.' .' . . 

. j 
1'­
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, 	 j' 
W01J:!.Cll of today still have not gained full political, legal, economic, social, and . 

educational equality. We demand that the Congress-and the United States of America . 
• J . ensure equality for all women - regardless of race, class. sexual orientation,disability, 

marital status,or age - in all spberes of life, including employment, education, retirement 
securityl health care, end: care-giving .nd family responsibility, as well as all citizen 
responsibilities, benefits and privileges. To secure these dghts, as Vie fight for a 
constitutional guarantee of equality for women and as we cotDIIJemor&te this lSOtb . 

. 	anniversary ofSeneca FalIS, we advance the National Women's Equality Act for the 211t 
Century. . 

Guiding' Principles 

Equality· for Women and Girls in Education. 
. . 	 '. ' 

Despite advances for women in education. incb.:iding athletics, under Titl~ IX of the . 
Education Act of 1972. equality for women in education has not yet been achieved. Women 
faculty are less likely to receive tenure: in 1992-1993, the majority of men faculty (68.9%) 
at foue yeax colleges and universities had tenure. compared with only 44.1 %·of women. 1 

Female students remain significantly under-represented in the fieJds ofengineering. 
computer science, and physical scicnces. For example, in 1994, women received oilly 
28% of computer science bachelor's degrees, 26% ofmaster's, and 15% of doctoral 
degrces.2.In cnginecring, womcn received only 15% ofbachelor's degrees, 15% of . 
muter', degrees, and 11% of doctoral degrees in 1994. Fewer dollars ate spend on female 
student athletes.' Female,intercoUepate athlete.sw;:eive only 23% of athletic budgets and 
38-' of athletic scholarship dollars. . . . . . ..' 

In addition. gender harassment, sexual harassment by students and faculty, and sexual 
assault at Illiddle schools. bigh schools, and colleges are pervasive and limit the aspirations 
'of women a1,ld girls. Tolerance of these acts by school officials serves to diminish the status 
of women and girls. 

R.ecent court decisions have madeclcar the reality that protectionS of the rights of women 
. and girls under Title IX are weaker t:b.aIl prohibitions against employment discrimination 
. under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. '. . ' . 

To end discrim.i.ntltion again.rtwomen atId girls in eJucanon, du!, Women'" 
. EqualiIy Actwill: . 

• 	 Prohibit cliscrimination in education, including sexual harassment. 
• 	 Requ.iIe educational institutions and their agents: to assure non-diserimiuariou In 

. educatiOJ,l, including prohibition of sexu,al barassment, and to assume vicarious 
. liability • . . .... 	 .' 

• 	 .Prohl'bit systemic practices which result iu gender·based inequalities in ed.ucatiorull 
iD:stitutiOQS and fields of acadeDlic study. and requi~ educational practices, policies 
~ prOct:dures such as affumaJ;i.ve action whicbproduce equality for women and girls 
m cdncalion. 	 . . . . 

• 	 Increase funding for gender equality under the 
. 

Women's Equity in 
. 

Education Act and 
vocational education programs. . 

, 

\ ) 
\ 

. """--" 
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• 	 . Increase effectiveness of state.;.level Title IX coordinators by providing national 

resources. , . 


• 	 Require educational institutions at all levels to disclose statistics by sex and by race 

including class enrollment by discipline and athletic,participation. and make this 

information publicly available. . 


• . Require U.S. Department of Education to submit anannualrepbrt t~ CongresS detailing _~i'lJ::::::ti!n~C diSburs~entQ{nn~cia1: aid. IOaDS.and ~ts. and awards in . . .' 

,Equality for Women In Employment .1 

ElimfuationofWam:; Discrimination . 
----:~-.# ....... ---...<"" ---', ""-."" "'--....__ ..... ___ • .:""......,... , ...._,,,. '. <.~. ___ - . __ ~ •. 0, "''" _ ••• ,., __ « .... _. __ ••• 


Occupational segregation 'and sex bias in wage-setting ha.ve produced a persistent wage gap 

betWeen men a.nd women workers. In 1997, women on ave~e were paid 76 cents for 

every donar paid to 'lIIen - AfricanAmerlcan women 63 cents and Hispanic women 56 . 

cents.' Women remain clustered in low-paying jobs. Women comprise 98.5% of 

secretaries and 78.3% of cashiers. but only 2.1 % of fnef'tghters and 2.5% of constIUction 

workers.1i Sex discrimination continues to limit women's advancement and overall . 

economic well-being. . . 


Current federal equal pay laws suffer from under-enforcement and do not guarantee pay 
equity for wolk involving similar leveIsof skill. effort. resp>nsibility and working 
conditions. Iu addition. almost all jobevaluatioD systems Ignore, Wldervalue, or negatively' 
value work performed .by women..... . .. '.' ... 

. 	If these inequities arc not corrected. oYer her lifetime.'the average working woman will lose 
about S523.ooo due to lost wages and.retirement benefits.7

··. , . 

.... To' eliminate wage discrimination and achieve pay equity. the Women's Equality Act will: 
. 	 . 

.• Prolu'bit discritaination on the basis of sex. race. or national origin for work in 

. equivalent jobs. . . ." '. ....... '.' .. 


• 	 Require employers to disclose wage statistics by sc.xand by race and make this :. 
iDformation publicly available:' ," .' .. , , '.' .' . 

• 	. Protect workers from.reralialion for discussing and organizing around equal pay issues. 
• 	 ~equirc modification ofexi.stiDg job evaluation. classification and compensation . 


systems to achieve gender neutrality in wage~setting. . 


.. 	 To cretJtB tM conditions /Or lobor rnar'ksr equality, the Women IS Equality Ac:twill:' 

•• Supportaffitmative action in employment au~ public conlracting. 
• 	 Prohibit systemic practices which result in gender-based inequalities in employ~t and 

require pr~tices. policies, and procedures which produce equality forworncn in . 
~ployuient. . . 

• 	 ProIuDit employment discrimination against lesbians and gay men. 
• 	 Reqai.i'e employers to pro-rate benefits for part-time worlcers. 

, j .. r 
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/
1. &move Obs.tactesto l&.gal Remediesfoc SexniseriminatioQ in Emplgvment 

With passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1991, WOtnen gained the right to ajury trial and . 
compensatory and p~ni~v~ ~~. in sex ~~nation in employme~t c~~s. ?owever• 

. a 180 day stablte of limitations mhiblts the· ability of wome.o to file sex discmmnatlon 
claims and, unlike race discrimination cases, sex discrimination suits face caps on the level 
of damages that can be aWarded. 

--.- ­
To bnprove enforcement oferisting equal employment laws, the Women 's Equality Act 
seelq to: 

• Remove cap on punitive and compensatoI)' damages in sex discrimination cases. 

e Extend statute of limitations from 180 days. : 

• 	 St{engtben enforcement of equal employment laws and increase funding for the Equll1 
Employment Opportunity Commission and Office of Federal Contract Compliance for 
this purpose. 

End Discrimination in the MilitlUY . 

In 1994. the Clinton Administration opened a quarter million combat-related jobs to 
wome.o. However, women remaiIi excluded from 39% of positions iIi. the armed forces.8 

These jobs are often higher paying. receive better benefits. and lead to promotions. . 
Women in rhe anned forces are currently serving in capacities no less risky than combat 
positions. but they are denied the advantages these positions confer. 

( 
 To remove obstacles to women in military employment. the Women's Equality Act will: 


• 	 Allow women to serve in all positions in the anncd forces for which they arc otherwise 
eligible. 

• 	 Require sex integration in training in all branches of the armed forces. 

• 	 Enforce sexual harassment, domestic violence. and sexual assault laws in the military at 
least as well as they. are enforCed for Ihe civilian population. . . 

eProhtbitd1scrimination based on sexual orientation which is used disproportionately to 
e1(clude and penalize women in the armed service.~. . . . 

Equality for Women in Taxes 

Massive sex discrimination in the federal tax system contributes to the economic 
marginalization of women. It discriminates aga.inst·almost all women: married and siDgle. 
rich. poor and middle class. 

The current tax stcuctW'e divides two incomt= married households into is. primary eamer . 
(usually be who makes more) and a secondary earner (usually she who makes less). The 
system penali7.es many worldng women by placing an extta tax burden on the secondary . 
earner in a family. Moreover, rile system creates a tax liability for homemakers without 
establishing real property rights for women. Income and filing are consideredjomt for tax 
purposes, but not for non-tax plUposes such as property diSlnDutioD in divorce. 

u 	 4 
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'" 
·To end tax prcu:tices that petJ41ize women, "rheWomen '.I EquaIity M,,*!ill: 

• 	 Prohibit sex discrimination in taxation. 
• 	 Eliminate biases against tbe spouse who receives less pay in a ma:rried. two-wage 


earner couple.

• 	ImProve and expand ~aX benefits for childca.re. 

"To end ,heftuuJing 01entities dome.srically and ab.rotit:l which discriminate on the basis of 
sex, the Women's Equality Act will: ""."" ." . 

.• 	Prohibit the diStribution of [ax dollars and benefits to institutions that discrimi~ate " 
against women. 

• 	 Make the treatment of-womenaod girls.andthe.ICCOgnition of their hUma.n rights a 

paramouDt consideration in the distribution of foreign aid and ~sistance. . 


Equality for" Women in Retirement Security 

'" 


End Disl!dvantiges to Women. in.SOcjal Securil;:f 
 I 

Social security. whicb initially was established to be a supplemental program. bas become 
the major and often the only source of retirement income for women. Older women are 
more dependent than men on social security for the.ic economic survival. Sixty·two percent 
of retired women overall do not reCeive employer-:provided pensions and therefore rely on 
social security as their major source of income.' Social security keeps millions of women 
out of poverty. 

· However, the social security system is based on demogtaphic:s of marriage and work 
patterns which have changed and produces outcomes unfavorable to many women. For 
"example, leaving"the labor force to provide can: to children or eldedy parents dramatically 
lowers women's lifetim.e average earnings and. in tum. their social security benefit 
payouts. Iu addition, wage discrimination against women in the labor market further 
contributes to women worker's lower social security benefits and often poverty for elderly 
women. As a result of these multiple factors, retired women worlcers receive an average of. 
$621 in ~ontbly benefits CODlpared with retired men workers who receive an average of 
S810pcr month} ° """ " .."" " 

· The social seCudty system, however, does try to reduce some incOme disparities. Even 
though lowereamers, who a.re disproportionately female. pay social security taxes on all of 
their earnings while bigher eamers pay social security t~ on only the first $68,400, 
lower income worlcers arc bepefitedby the payout schedule which reduces the disparity 
between hiP and low wage earners by replacing a larger percentage of the earnings of low 
wage carom and sets both minimun:t and maximum benefit levels. """" . 

. To eli:min.ate the unfair tr-eaimmt o/women in soc/QI. se~rity rmd to enhance rhe economic 
security ofolder wamDl. the Women·.r EqUlllity Act will: " "" 

" " 

• 	 End ~lici.es and practiceS that disproportionately disadvantage women in the social 
sec:urny system.' " " " . 	 " 

~~ 
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• Prohibit privatization of social security funds or other reform schemes that 
dispropoItionately disadvantage women. , ' 

• 	 Establish earning sharing allocating 50% of both spouses' earnings to ~h spOuse. 
• 	 Credit, rather than penalize. individuals providing full-time child care or elderly care by 

increasing tbenumber of "drop out" years allowed in the calculation of Social Security 
benefIts. 

• 	 Change distribution of spousal and primary earner benefit to 75% of tow benefit for 
spouse and 75% of total benefit for primary eamer. Currently. the prinwy camer 
receives 100% and the spouse 50%. 

• ' 	 Raise the cap on social securjty taxes in order to remove the additional tax burden on ' 
secondaIy wage earners. 

--. - :.:..=- :::::.- ___ 0.-:-'.- __ •••••~.~. _ •• __or ••• _End DiscrimiD'!tign glPen&ioris-'-" . ,-".. ­

Pension coverage for women is inadequate and unequal. ' Over half of full-time working' 
, women in the private sector lack. pension coverage. Women receive balf as much in pension 

benefits as men. II In 1994. the median pension benefit for women who received private 
pensions was $4.200, compared to $7,800 for men.J2 

.' , ' , , 

, To end tlu! sa discrimination QgQinsr women ira pensions thtJI contributes to the 
impoveriShment ofelderl)1 women. the Women's Equality Act will: 

, 	 ' 

• 	 Req~ that spouses can claim 50% of marital share of accrued pension after five yean 
of maniage in the event of marital dissolution. ... 

• Entitle widows. widowers. and fOrmer spouses to deferred annuities of deceased
( participants under federal. retirement systems. ' . 

• 	 Require spousal consent for distribution of fuOds from all n:tirement plans. 

• 	 Lower vesting require~ents to enable more women to qualify for pension coverage. 
• 	 hnprove cost of living adjustments and portability provisions in defined benefit plans. . 	 ,. . 

Equality for Women In Health Care 

Medicare and Medicaid 

Substantial sex bias exists in Medicare and Medicajd reimbursement for female-specific 
medical procedures.( Women constitute 57% of Medicare recipients and 58.5% of the adUlt 
recipients ofMedicaid. l

) Some studies calculate thal Medicare and Medicaid reimbUXSe 
only 60% of obstetrics and gynecology p~tice expenses compared with 91 % of urology 
practice expenses.14 . . .. . .. : 

To plQt:e equal value on healrh care/or women and men, rheWomen's Equality Act would: 

• 	 Prohibit sex-based disaimination in the inclusion and in the valuing of medical 
procedures for Medicare and Medicaid reimbursement, including reproductive health 
care for women and men. 

• 	 Require equal coverage ofgender-specifieprcscription drugs. 
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Clinical TrialS 

Exclusion·or under~representati.on of women overall and of women of child-bearing age in 
clinical. trials produces diagnosis and trea.t:nwnt patterns chat may.adversely affect women'8 
health. . 

To enabk the diagnosis and treatment ofdiSeases and conditions tMt affect women and 

men, the Women's Equality Acr will: 


• . Require the inclusion and teptesentiltion '~f women in health research and clinical trials. 

Insurance 

Women of cbild~beariug age are frequently forced to pay higher premiums on the basis of 
poteDtialpregnancy. M~ver. many health insurers do not adequately cover illnesses and­
conditions specific to women. Women of reproductive age spend 68% .ttlOte than men OD 
out--of"pocket health care costs.U Contraceptives and .reproductive health care account for 
m1lch of this difference. 

To eliminate sex discrimin4tlon in heahh ins~rance coverage, the Women'I Equality Act 
will: 	 . 

• 	 Prohibit sc" discrimination in health insurance. inchidiog reproductive health Cate for 

women and men; '. . 


• 	 Require aU group health insurance and health insurers to .cover prescription 

contra~tive drugs and·devices if such plans provide benefits for other outpatient 

prescripnon drugs and d,evic:es, such as Viagra. . . . 


. Equal Access to Media for Women 

Since the 12lte 1960s. the WQmen· Iii movement has filod lawsuits. held sit-ins, ehaUenged 

radio and tclevision licenses. and organized pI\ltests to increase the representation of .' 

women in lhe media and to decrease the stereotyping of women and girls. We have. . 

wodc.ed to create more on-air positions for women, to improve the treannent of women in 

prognmming, and to promore more ownersbipof the media by wornen~ 


. . . 

Despite theSe efforts, women continue to be grossly under-represented in the media. . 

stereotyping persists, and media ownership remainS in the hands ofmen. Women make up 

only 8% of the management staffs of newspapers.16 and less than one fourth of television 

and radio news directors are worne.n.17 Men comprise 89% oftbe guests on che popular 

television pI\lgram., Nlghtline.II Eigb.ty~five percent of the regular commentators on the 

mostly government-funded National PUblic Radio are men.19 

.' . . 


To ensure wotntm equal access roalrwaysfor communication artdfor educaring the public 
to is~s concerning women, rile Women '.I Equaliry Act will: . 

• 	 Restore Faimess .Doctrine which provides eqqal media titne access in keeping with the 

originalFederal Co~tiOD8 Act of 1934 mandating broadcasten to operate in the 


. pobUe interest. 	 . . 
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• 	 ~eq~ enforcement of equal oWOrtuni~ cmplo~ent pr~tices, non-di~cri.m.inatol}'
licensmg of broadcast ownership properties, and divcmuty In progranmung. 

• 	 . Ensure equal access and opportunities for women in new tec:hnologies. including 

telecommunications, the interoet, and other emerging communications systems. 


Equality for Women in the Criminal Justlc~ _s,ystem 

Women have ~een denied equality under the law by the judicial systern's consistent refusal 
to hold sex discrimina.tion to as hlgh a standard of scrutiny as other forms of discrimination 
under the Fourteen Amendment No where is this derual of equal protection and due 
process more stark than in the cri.minaljustice system.··· .. .. . 
.. . 

Bias against women as both the victims ofcri:J:D.e;s and as offenders in the federal and state 
court systemS is well-documented. The inte~ of women are consistently found to be 
ignored Or overvalued.. Crimes against women are treated less seriously than crimes 
against men and property. For example. only h8lf of all forcible rapes resulted in an arre.st 
in 1995.20 And one study reported that 23% of women who decline from reporting rape 
did so because rhey believed. that the police wo~d be inefficient. ineffective or 
insc:n~ti.ve.1J , . ..; , . 

The under-representation of women in policing r:ontributeS to ~rpolice response to 
domestic violence and sexual assault In 1997, ~omen compnsed only 1 J.6% of aU sworn 
officer positions and only 7.4% of top command positions, 8.S% of supervisol)' positions, 
and 12.5% of line operation positions.12 Numifrous studies document that women officers 
respond more effectively to domestic violence callS and are less likely to engl\ge in pollee
bnnality. . ... •... . 

, Female offenders receive di~roportionately longer sentences for the sawe crimes, are 
incarcerated in inferior facilities and facilities dW are further away from their families, face 
sexual assault and sexual harassment from C()l1"CtCijonal officials, have access to fewer 
educational and training programs than men and boys, and often are denied routiDe 
gynecological C8.(e. 	 '. . 

To remove bias agabut 'tN01M7Zin rhe criminal justice system, the Women'$ 

Equality Actwill: ' . 


•. 	Require the Unifoan Crime R.eporting Program. to collect data on domestic violence. 
• 	 Enforce the civil rigbts remedy of the Violence Againsr Women Act. 
• 	 Make federal funds to state and local law enforcement agencies contingent on their . 


achievement of gender balance in rheir ra:nks~ '. . . ' . 

• 	 . Eliminate sex discrimination in the arrest. prosecution. conviction, sentencing. and. 


incarceration of women and girl offenders. Provide programs, facilities, and health 

C8J.'C to women in prison equal to those provided to, men prisoners. 


Equality for Women In Family' Care Responsibilities . 

. mstorically, women have bom a disproportionate share of the care of children. ill family 
members. and the elderly. as well as of the bome and household tasks. Men's 
tcsponsibility for family Cate must be increased and societal supports for family care must 

8· 
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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 


REMARKS AT MONTPELIER 
. . : ( .' 

MONTPELIER'STATION, VIRGINIA 
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James Madison once wrote: "The origin and outset of the American Republic 

contain lessons of which posterity ought not to be deprived." Now, because ofall 

ofyou, every future generation will be educated and inspired by the American story 

written here by James and Dolley Madison. 
-~ 

-,~-

I want to especially thank Congressman Bliley, the proud occupant of the 

"Madison Seat" in Congress for his tireless efforts to preserve Montpelier. Dick 

Moe and the Trust for theextraordinary-challenge~youJve'Offered·today artdthe"" 

critical role you're playing everyday as the private partner in our national effort to 

. Save America's Treasures; Kathy Mullins, Glen Moreno, and the new Montpelier 

Property Council, thank you for stepping up to the plate so that all who live and , 
visit here can truly discover the vast contributions of the Madisons. 

Much ofwhat we rely upon for exhibits here, for scholarly publications, for 
( 

the lessons we teach our children about the birth of this nation come from the 

papers of the founding fathers .. And I want to 'thank Bill Ferris andthe entireNEH 

and National Archives for all you've done to collect and safeguard the writings of. 

our founders and other pivotal Americans. 

And, ofcourse, to Norman Lear, whose skill as a creator is only rivaled by 

his coinmitment as a citizen. Your generous gift will. help us edit, compile, and . 

publish at least 8 voillmes of correspondence and letters from James Madison, 

George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and John Adams. And, 

when all is said and done, it will help ensure that the ideas and ideals that built our 

nation survive forever. Thank you. 

u 




,,Walking'around this place of our past and future, I am reminded of my 
, ' , 

favorite story about Dolley Madison. During the, War of 1812, she got word that 

the British were about to attack. In a letter to her sister, which will be included in 

the Madison papers, she describes being wit~in the sound of the cannon...but 

- _-neve~helessstaying-behindJo collect the most valuable items of the house. Not 

their private property. Those, she said, "must be sacrificed." 
'. . 

, , Here's what She Writes: "Oui kihd friend, Mr. Carroll, has come to hasten my , 

departure, and is in a very bad humor with me because I insist on waiting until the 
, ' ' 

large picture ofGeneral Washington is secured, and it requires to be unscrewed 
. ' . '.' .' 

from the wall..This process was found too tedious for these perilous moments; I' 

have ordered the frame to be broken, and the canvas taken out. It is done...And 

now, dear sister, I must leave this house..." 

And she did. Just in time. When the B,ritish arrived, they burned down the 

White House., But, because of Dolley Madison, the Gilbert Stuart portrait of 

George Washington still hangs proudly in the East Room today. 

I often think of Dolley Madison back then. Here she was, one ofour 
. ' . . 

founding mothers, the first to be called our First Lady, a consumm~te host, someone 

who knew how to bring together individuals ..•aswell as ournation.' And whether 

she was saving the George Washington portra~t or transcribing her husband's letters' 

and essays when he was stricken with rheumatism, what' she understood s~ well 

then was how important the founders conversations and contributions would be to 

all of us now. 



/'-"'., Both James and Dolley Madison knew that none of us own our nation's past., 
{, 
.,_ ..... #. We are its caretakers...with a responsibility to safeguard the gifts we've received 

and pass them on to all who come after us. 

- ~-=- That is the idea behind the White House Millennium Program -- and 

especially our plan to Save America's Treasures. We 'know that the year 2000 will 

bring all sorts ofparties. We know that they'll be Millennium toothpaste and potato 
,. 

chips and'everything:elseyou can:imagine.- But,this'is also,agolden'.opportunityt? 

think about the places and ideas and things that defme who we are as nation. 

No matter what our differences, all of,our hearts are stirred, our fates united, 

when we stand before the Star Spangled B~er. When we see the laboratory 

where Thomas Edison's spark of creativity gave rise to inventions of sound and 

picture that touch us every day~ When we visit the homes of visionaries like Edith 
, "( 
Wharton and James Madison .. 

Ifwe want aguidepost for our future in the next century, all of us have a 

responsibility to save what we value from our past. That's why next week, I'll be 

traveling around the country to raise awareness about our need to preserve our most 
, ' 

endangered historic and cultural sites -~ from the Star Spangled Banner at the . 

American History ·Museum to the Colonial Theater in Pittsfield,' Massachusetts to 

'Harriet Tubman's home in Auburn, New York. 

J 




And that's why what you're doing here is so important. Because oftoday's 

announcements, when future gener~tions come to look at this house or look though 
" . 

the founders papers, they will learn about the "Fatqer of the Constitution" and the· 
" " 

extraordinary contributions he made to build our nation ... and then keep it together: 

They will be able to envision Madison using the power of the Written and 


spoken word to give life to the Constitution, the ,Bill of Rights, and the Virginia 


Resolutions. In his papers, they can learn what he thought about our nation's 


"journey, from the struggles of the Revolutionary War to the milestone of the 
" " 

" LouisianaPurchase. And in these stunning grourids, they can see why J~fferson 

called Madison the finest farmer inthe world. 

Because of to daY's announcements, future generations will look to this place 

and see part ofour American memory ... and a roadmapto our future. Itwas no 

accident that we kicked offour. White House Millennium Evenings with a lectUre . 

by Bernard Bailyn, who spoke about how close we are to our past and those who 

"created it. Forasmuch as things have chang~d since then. Different clothes. 

Different ways ofentertaining and communicating. And as much as we celebrate 

ourdiversity." We are connected to each other by shared values, shared experiences," 

" shared hopes for tomorrow. " 

And just as our founders imagined their future with confidence ... So too must " 

we. in this time ofgreat blessings, it is up to us to pass on to our children and 

" grandchildren and great grandchildren the stories that made us who we are ... and the 
, ,,< • 

. stories that will allow them to become all they dream. Thanks to all of you, I know 

"we will. Thank you very much. 
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Ellen Chesler ;l \,.- Sy <f.. 0 'Oc:? 

Ellen Chesler is best known as the author of Woman of Valor: Margaret Sanger and the Birth 
Control Movement in America. She has taught history and women's studies at Barnard College 
and Hunter College and has written articles and book reviews for The New York Times, The 
Washington Post and Newsday. Ms. Chesler is also interested in global environmental issues and 
population stabilization, and in 1994 attended the United Nations International Conference on 
Population and Development as a birth control expert. Over the years she has studied and 
written about family issues and evaluated American public policies towards women. 

Paula Giddings 4 'I q ... h t"'i, ~"gr3 
Paula/Giddings is a professor of Women's and African American Studies at Duke. A black 

feminist scholar and historian, she has written When and Where I Stand: The Impact of Black 
Women on Race and Sex in America and When and Where I Enter, the first exhaustive history of 
Black Women's history in America. She is currently writing about Ida Wells Barnett. 

Elisabeth "Betsy" Griffith 10 "> - ~ S ,- O'-{"')... 
Dr. Elisabeth Griffith, headmistress of the Madeira School since 1988, is an historian, educator 
and author. Dr. Griffith received her Ph.D; from The American University in 1982. She also 
holds an M.A. from Johns Hopkins and a B.A. from Wellesley. She is currently serving as a 
consultant for Ken Burns' PBS Biography Series on Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. 
Anthony. Dr. Griffith's first book, In Her Own Right, is a comprehensive biography of Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton. 

Linda Kerber '3 \ q .... "3 3 ~- :t~" 
Linda Kerber is an author and history professor at the University oflowa. She focus her studies 
around women in the workplace and in 1997 was named president ofthe American Historical 
Association. Dr. Kerber has also spent considerable time writing about women of the 
revolutionary era. 

Alicie Kessler-Harris 1 '3 ~ - '1 '3;t - 73 30 /1 '1 ;;l - cr 3 A·" 05 
Alice Kessler Harris is a feminist historian and professor of women's history at Rutgers 
University. Focused around issues of employment, Kessler-Harris has written about the 
historical development ofequal opportunity policies, women at work, labor legislation and 
gender and history. Her book Out to Work: A History of Wage Earning Women in the United 
States, is an overview of the diversity of women's experiences as wage workers in America. 

Jean Fox O'Barr 41 er .... b f'1 ... ~",.3 
Jean Fox O'Barr is the director of women's studies at Duke. She received her M.D. and Ph.D. in 
Political Science and African Studies from Northwestern University. She is the author or editor 
of over a dozen books, including Feminism in Action, a collection of essays on women in the 
academy and the important role of Women's Studies Programs. 



Lli "1 _ r<:? S ... :l.lo":>
Ruth Simmons -I :> ;> 0 

Former Provost of Spelman College and Vice Provost of Princeton, Dr. Ruth Simmons became 
the f!rst black President of Smith College in 1995. Referred to as "the Jackie Robinson of Higher 
Education," her extensive background in higher education includes additional" faculty and 
administrative appointments at many other universities. Having lectured and written extensively 
on Caribbean and African literature, as well as on a variety of higher education issues, Dr. 
Simmons has been the recipient of a number of academic awards including a Fulbright 
Fellowship. A graduate ofDillard University, Dr. Simmons received her Ph.D. from Harvard and 
in 1993 published a report on Princeton race relations that resulted in a number of initiatives 
designed to address the difficulties minority students face on American college campuses. In 
January of 1996, Dr. Simmons was named CBS Woman of the Year, in August of the same year 
she was named Most Inspiring Woman by NBC Nightly News, and that November was named a 
Glamour Magazine Women of the Year. Dr. Simmons is also active in a number of charitable 
and educational organizations and serves as a member of several corporate Boards. 


