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Marty J: Hoffmann 

OM 8/99 11 :27:53 AM 

Record Type: Record 
i. , 

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message 
! 

cc: t 
Subject: MoCs attending FLQTUS Macedonia Brf 

Members of Congress attending the First Lady Macedonia Briefing 
Tuesday, May .18,19991:0,0 PM-2:00 PM: 
Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX) 
Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) 
Sen. George Voinovich (R-OH) 
Rep. Sheila Jackson-Lee (D;-TX) 

Pending: i 

Sen. Gordon Smith (R-OR),, ., 
! 

i, . 
Message Sent To: 

! - .' 
Lawrence J. SteinIWHO/EOP@EOP 
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450 .Location: 
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Recurrence: (none)' 

Fatima Sylelmani,J~E6)[~)l§§J Kosov" . 
Veton Syleimani, P61 g)(§j;! Koso\lo 
Besnik Syleimani (Q)(lilt Kosovo: 
Albert Syleiman' (bJ:(§U Kosov~ 

[OOIJAll Shala, Kosovo 
Nasret Sha a,
Shpresa Sha 
ArsimShala, 
Tsehilye Tefl 
Anne-Marie K. 
Gailani Hussein. 
Mark David Smit 

. -.Angela P. Miller, 
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Maria Arriaga, 647-14.22 

Michael Mahde 712·0770 

Margaretj:) HHS, 690·7858 
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Kevin Moran, USI _,,' 619·4545 

Luljeta Tola,E::.: ...",_! 1)19-4545 (Green C81d holder from ,Albania) 
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May 17, 1999 

MEMORANDUM FORi HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 

FROM: 

! 

i 
NICOLE RABNER 

CC: MELANNE VERVEER 
SUBJECT: BANKRUPTCY REFORM 

l 
I 

Tomorrow morning, Melanne and I participating in a meeting with the President's 
advisors on bankruptcy r~form legislative strategy. The President's advisors are in the process of 
devising a plan for the bill's likely movement to the Senate floor next week. Attached please 
find a very preliminary dfaft of a strategy memorandum for the President - its bleak outlook 

I 

underscores the pessimism of the President's advisors about our leverage at this stage. 
. . I 

I. 

If your schedule permits, we recommend that you hold a very brief conference call or . 
meeting with President's advisors on this issue (Gene Sperling, Larry Stein, Maria Escheveste 
and Sarah Rosen). The p*rpose of the call would be to brief you on our strategy. We believe it 
would be helpful for you to ask for a report on our proactive strategy to influence and improve 
the bill before it reaches the President's desk. 

, 

I 
'. 

I 



VERY PRELIMINARy!DRAFTMEMORANDllM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

I 

i 


ACTION FORCING EVENT: On April 6, 1999, we wrote to you recommending a strategy to deal 
with Bankruptcy legislati~n hlOving through both chambers in Congress. The goal was t~ increase our 
leverage and reduce the likelihood of a veto override. We:have made little progress, however, in the 
face of an extraordinary campaign by the credit industry. The House recently passed a bill that is still 
fundamentally flawed. Nonetheless, it passed by a vote of 313 - 108 (with fewer votes in opposition 

I 

than last year's Conference Report). We anticipate that an only slightly better bill will pass in the 
Senate by a SImilar veto-proM margin, making exercise of the veto a futile gesture that will only 
highlight weakness.: . 

RECOMMENDATION: Given this prognosis, your advisors rec9mmend a new strategy designed to 
achieve very modest improvements that would allow you to reluctantly sign the bill, while expressing 
concern about the impact of the legislation. Specifically, we propose to: 

(1) 	 develop a tactical amendment to be offered on the Senate floor that would give the court 
discretion to cbnsider the special circumstances of sympathetic debtors, e.g., those who 
care for non-d~pendent elderly or children, who are protecting themselves or their 
families from aomestic violence, or who are trying to move from welfare to work; •. 

(2). work :ith Democratic supporters ofboth House and Senate legislation in an effort to wil 
their help in obtaining modest changes; 

~3) adjust the tone of Administration statements about the pending Senate bankruptcy bill, 
showing greater favor for this slightly better bill in hopes of inc~easing the chances that 
its more reasohable provisions will prevail in Conference; and 

! .... , 	 • 

! 
(4) 	 recomtPend that you sign the bill that comes to your desk, while expressing concern that ,it 

provisions wil~ hurt low- and moderate-income families struggling to make a fresh start 
and making the case for further scrutiny of the bill's impact and reconsideration of its 

, 	 \. . 
provision if ha;rm is found. 

, 

BACKGROUND: In Apriq we proposed a strategy to: I 

i 	 • 
(1) 	 exploit; publicly the vulnerabilities of the legislation (by presenting sympathetic scenario~ 

debtors denied access to a fresh start under the bill, attacking provisions in the bill that I 

roll back existing protections against abusive and coercive collection practices, 
highlighting tBe bill's failure to improve disclosure and stem credit card abuses, and 
critiquing lingering danger it presents to child support and alimony collection); 

(2) work vyith bill proponents and opponents (including Senators Torricelli and Grassley and' 

2 
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I 

I , 


Representativ¢ Nadler) to advance alternative provisions that would substantively 

improve the current bills; 


(4) 	 work ~ith Representatives Nadler, Conyers, Frank, Gephardt,and Bonior to produce a mo 
palatable Hou~e bill, or, ifthat is not possible,'to garner th~ 20-25 adclitional House votes' 
necessary to sustain your veto; and 

: 

(5) work With Senators Durbin, Kennedy, Leahy and others to dev'elop a S~nate floor strategy 
and identify message amendments which could motivate Republicans to compromise. 

I 	 " , ' 

I 	 , 
Thus far, the effort has been unsuccessful. Representative Nadler began the debate by offering an 
alternative that was to the left of the Senate bill last year. We convinced him that a different strategy 
was necessary that the Derrocrats should instead offer an amendment that made only a limited list of 
targeted changes necessary tp win the President's support. MinorityLeader Gephardt, who last year 
voted for the Conference Report, agreed to support this strategy. He issued a statement indicating his 
opposition to the Judiciary Committee print and support for the Democratic alternative. However, it 

I 

appears that the nature of th~ alternative was largely irrelevant in the face of an extraordinary lobbying 
campaign by creditors reminiscent ofmajor tax legislatiori. The Democratic alternative received votes 
fro~ _ Democrats, but only _' _' were willing to oppose the underlying bill after the alternative failed. 
[Stats to come.] I • 

The poor showing of the Democratic alternative in the Ho~se bodes badly for the Senate debate 
scheduled for the week of~ay 17th or May 24th; In ~xtensive discussions with numerous Senate 
members and their staff, we find little willingness to advance changes to the complex means test and 
reaffirmation provisions that need revision. They are interested in advancing "message" amendments 
(e.g., a Schumer amendmen~ to make nondischargeable in bankruptcy judgements for violation of the 
Freedom of Access to Clinics Act) or limited technical changes sought by narrow constituencies (e.g., . 
credit counselors). In any e~ent, few Democratic amendments are likely to succeed; and the majority 
of Democrats appear prepar~d to vote for the bill on final passage provided they have an opportunity to 
offer their amendments. If tre Majority Leader takes procedural steps to limit debate in the face of 
Minimum Wage or Patients', Bill ofRig~ts amendments, Democrats may oppose cloture as a party 
rights matter; however, a tirrte agreement for consideration of Democratic amendments is likely to be 
reached. ' 

'I
i 
1 , 

The advocates fighting against the current bill - largely consumer groups and women's 
organizations - continue to press the Administration:to hold firm; eitherto exact significant 
concessions from the industry or to veto the bill. They argue that the creditor industry fears a 
veto and the negative pu~licity that would follow and that the Senate Democrats sponsoring 
last year's promising Senate bill will be strong on the floor. Finally, the advocates remember 
the rhetorical strength of you and the First Lady from last year and see Administration ' 
pressure as significant. lfhe advocates have a more optimisticview than most of your 
advisors of our leverage at this stage. Unfortunately, they have been severely outspent and 
outnumbered by the bill'siformidable lobbyists - congressional staff report that they have not 
even been a presence, o~ the Hill. 

3 
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In light of our limited levera~e, the best possible outcome would be further modest changes to the 
Senate bill, with key provisions from the Senate version prevailing in conference. To that end, we will 
find a sponsor for an amendrhent that will be hard to oppose .. Thi's amendment would give the court 
discretion to consider the special circumstances of those who care for non-dependent elderly or 
children, who are protecting themselves or their families from domestic violence, or who are trying to 
move from welfare to work. lOur greatest concern with these bills has been that they provide 
bankruptcy judges inadequaie discretion to consider the unique circumstances of individual debtors. 
As we have been unable to argue compellingly for judicial discretion, we will propose that they 
provide discretion in specifi~ cases where the strict application of the rigid means test formula would 
impose clear hardship. . 

We also will work with Democratic supporters of both House and Senate legislation in an effort to win 
their help in obtaining moddt changes that will allow the Administration to demonstrate that we , \ 

obtained concessions. We wi,II craft a more balanced Statement of Administration Policy on the 
Senate bill when it comes to :the floor :- a statement less critical than others that we have issues thus far. 
We need to show favor toward the Senate proposal in hopes that its slightly more modest provisions 
will prevail in conference. F'inall,y, we will begin to lay the groundwork for a signing statement that 
expresses your concern about the adverse impact of this legislation on some debtors and their families. 
In signing the legislation, you may wish to direct the Departments of Justice and Treasury to undertake 
studies of the bill's impact S9 that, if adverse implications are found,.you can advance limited 
proposals to remedy the harm in the future. 

! 

__ Agree ___ Disagree Let's Discuss 

4 



FACT SHEET' 

Today; the rst ~ady announced new U~S. initiatives to assist 
Kosovar refugees.: 'These proj ects ffirm the U. S. commitment to 
assist the victim~ of ethnic cleansing in Kosovo until they can 
return to their h6mes and rebuild their lives. The new 
initiat s bring:total U.S. assistance to over $260 million. 

- I 
I 

ERMA Assistance I 

The President has:authorized the expenditure o~ an additional $15 
million from the ¢mergency Refugee and Migration Assistance Fund 
(ERMA) to assist ~osovar refugees. The State Department's Bureau 
for Population, Refugees and Migration will channel these funds 
through U.N. organizations, the International Committee of,the 
Red Cross and oth~r internationa1 and non~governmental ' 
org~nizations ~holare providing refug~e relief. The furidswill 
also support efforts to relocat~ up to 20,000 refugees to the 
Unit~d States. The President has previously approved $70 million, 
from this account Ito assist Kosovar refugees. 

I 
I 

Refugee 	 Internet Information Center 

This week, the United States will establish an ,Internet 
Information Centef in Ft. Dix, New Jersey, to help refugees 
access information in their language on the tuation in, Kosovo, 
communicate with other Kosovar refugees and locate missing family 
members. The U. S ~ Information Agency' (USIA) is arheading this 
public-private paitnership, which links gov~rnment agencies, 
technology companies, foundations and 
internat 1 relief Qrganizations in a coordinated ef to 
bring to refugee communities the hardware and software necessary 
to establish inte1net-ba platforms:~nd support humahitarian 
efforts. AdditioDal information centers will be established in 
Macedonia, Albaniq, Poland, Germany and France. 

The initiative is1coordinated with the United Nations High 
Commissioner for ~efugees, the International Committee of the Red 

s and the International Organization for Migration. Leading 
companies include Apple Computer, Inc:, Autometric, Inc., Canon, 

~ 	 Cisco Systemslnc~, The David Sarnoff Corporation~ The Document 
Company, Xerox, Gateway and the Waitt Family Foundation, Hewlett ­
Packard, International Data Group, Interpacket Group, Inc., the 
Markle Foundation~ the National Technology Alliance, hwest 
Ai ines, Riso, I~c., SGI, UPS and 3M. 
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: 
Record Type: Record 

, 

To: See the distribution li~t at the bottom of this message 

cc: i 
Subject: Kosovo relief/Reebok , 

, 
fyL.DOL was very successf41 in reaching out to Reebok for shoes/clothing for the Ft Dix a.rrivals. They're 
still working on it. In par1icul'ilr, they may be able to secure st:lmmer clothes for the refugees if needed. 
Christine is checking with NSC to see if we should pursuethe clothes.' Please see below. 
---------------------- Forwarded by -Cheryl M. CarterlWHO/EOP on 05/18/99 10:23 AM -------------------------- ­

swirsky-stephanie@dol.gov 
05/18/990,7:42:00 AM 

!, 
Record Type: Record 

To: Cheryl M. Carter@eop 

cc: 

Subject: Kosovo 


As we spoke about yesterday, Reebok has agreed to send 1,000 pairs of 
athletic shoes and duffel bags to Fort Dix for the Kosovo refugees coming 
into the U.S. They hope to have more, but this is what they were able to do 
in the short term. Cheri, it wps amazing .. I spoke to Sharon Cohen, their 
vp who has been so active in' the AlP at 8:00 Friday morring and by 9, Paul 
Fireman, the CEO, had authorized the donation. Nike and Adidas are working 
the request through their systems and we hope they will at least match 
Reebok's. ' 

Also, a number of the compahies, including the shoe companies, are asking if 
the folks coming in need more, specifically summer clothes. The woman at 
HHS who originally contacted me for help has indicated that all they need 
are the shoes, bags and fina~cial donations. If you hear that they do need , 
summer clothing--men's, worren's, children's, anything--Iet me know, as I 
know the other AlP and other: apparel companies we work with would want to 
step up and help. t 

mailto:swirsky-stephanie@dol.gov
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GUEST LIST FOR FIRST LADY REFUGEE BRIEFING/5/18/99 

NGOs 

Adventist Development apd Relief Agency 
Dr. Gaspar Colon 

I 

American Friends Servic~ Committee 
James Matlack i 

American Red Cross 
Jose Aponte 

Baptist World Aid . i 

Paul Montacute, Director! 
I 

CARE 
Peter Bell, President 
Or 
Marianne Leach 

Catholic Relief Services 
Ken Hackett, Eecutive Director 
Anne-Marie Martin I 

Joseph George Addis : 
Father Daniel McCullou:gh 
Joseph Barnett 

Christian Children's Fund 
Betty Meyer 

Church World Service 
Dorothy Ivey 

Coalition for International Justice 
I 

John Heffernan ' 

Ethiopian Community Development Council, Inc. I 

Dr. Tsehaye Teferra, Director 

i 
Global Relief Foundation 
Hassan Oriyanerass 

InterAction 
Jim Bishop i 

I • 



International Catholic ~igration Conference 

Mitzi Schroeder, Direc~or 


International Medical Gorps 
. • I 

Adam Sirois . i 

International Orthodox- Christian Charitieis 
I 

Mark Hodde : 

International Red Cross 

Andre Pasquier 

Frank Sieverts 


i 

International Rescue Gommittee 

Mark Bartolini i 

. i 
Islamic African Relief Agency USA 
Mahamed Haroun 

. Samer Atiye 

Jesuit Relief Service 

Father Richard Reyscavage, SJ, Director 

Laurie O'Bryon 


Lutheran Immigration And Refugee Service 

Philip Anderson 
 I 

Mercy Corp 

Landrum Bolling 


Oxfam America' 

Bernice Romero 


Refugees International. 
Shephard Lowman 

I 
Success Foundation/International Relief Organizations 
Dr. Mohamed Omeish I 

Anisa Abdelfattah 

US Committee for Refugees 
John Fredriksson : 



World Vision 

Serge Duss 


. ··.Unknown 
Mark Spina 

BUSINESS 

Robert Baumandhis <iJaughter Nina 

. Eric Eve ' 
, 


Charles Rasch 

Anthony Robbins 


. Stacey Steinheiss ,, 

Carol Wilner !' 


. I 

,. STUDENTS 


j 

St. Peter's Interparich ~chool 


Diego Delano : . 

Eric Smith 

Amanda Reid 


. Katharine Westfall 

Alison Westfall (teacher) 


I 

Stone Ridge Country Oay School' of the Sacred heart , 

Dylan Davey 

Megan MacWhirter 

Hiliary Plioplys 

Elizabeth Anne Schroth 

Sister Anne Dyer, Headmistress 

Julia Regina Maxey, Group Moderator 


!' 

GOVERNMENT 

USAID 

Jess Sarmiento 


PRM @ State Dept. 

Bob Hugins· 




OUTLINE OF 5/18/99 HUMANIT ARlAN AID EVENT WIIH FIRST LADY 

Stage· 

First Lady i 
Ken Hackett, ExecutiveD!rector, Catholic Relief Services 
Refugee family/ host/Albanian 
TBD: Senator i , 


I, 

Backdrop . 

Photos from trip i 
I 

I· 
i 

Audience 

Refugee families/hosts (~cott) 

Students who have raisedlmoney for refugees (Maureen &?) 


I 

Stone Ridge School of the Sacred Heart 
Four students and:a teacher - they raised over $15,000 in four days to help fund trucks 
carrying supplies to Kosovar refugees in Albania and Macedonia 

Humanitarian Groups: (Maureen) 

Business Groups: (Jay) i 

State Department: (Valerie) 

AID: (Valerie) 

HHS (Valerie) 

Military (Valerie) 

Congressional (David/Ja~et) . 

Albanian-Americans (Da;vid/Christine) 


; 

PROGRAM 
j 

First Lady (who introduce?) 
Refugees . : 
Ken Hackett 
First Lady 

Briefing for Religious and Ethnic Press with Julia Taft and Eric Schwartz will follow at 
2:00 'I . 
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~6sovARHUlVIA11\lITARIAl~ AID 
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* denotes those in US resettlement efforts 

Adventist Development and Relief Agency 

Dr. Gaspar Colon' 301 ..680~6373 


'~~1(61'(~11l . 


- , ..' ' 

American FriendsService Committee 
" Cara Newell, Executive Director 215-241-7030 

James Matlack 483-3341 

AmericanRed Cross (International Services) ''lUi tV{ ba.cJ" wlr.""h,n~h'U'n.') trsf 
Jose Aponte 703~465-4801 703-465-4802 d" b ~ . <;..~ ~ seo--If(l.{-2.. qQ 
Gerald Jones 703-465-4809 . t . 

. 1 

.. '. . . ..., .. l . 

American JewishWorld Service" 

Hon. Ruth Messinger 212-736~2597 


Catholic Relief Services : " 
Ken Hackett, Executive Director 

khackett@catholicrelief.org 

Christian Children's Fund 
John Schultz,President. 

Church World Service 
Rodney Page, Executive Director 

rp6;ibX~
,""-",~.""",,,j 

Dorothy Ivey " 
:~ft(~)(6)'1 

Lisa Wright 
., . 

*William Sage, ActingDirector.· . 
lnunigration and Refugee Program· 

703-790-8980 ~ 

404-681 ~2552 . 

410-625-2220 

804-:-756-2700 

212-870-2175 

202-543-6336 

212-'870-3300 ' 

mailto:khackett@catholicrelief.org


Dr. Victoria Sharp, Board' Chair 
Doctors of the World 

212-226-9890 
'It~!(~~~l] 

Elizabeth Wagley , 
Elizabeth Whiteh~ad, Acting Director 

Doctors Without Borders 

"''t'>:''l\~h'(;;!4j~Vi ' 
!E,"l?!(Ii)(§l, 

Episcopal Church 
Presiding Bi$hop's Fund, 

.. *Richard Parkins, Director . . [. 

. Migr§ltion Mi]Jistries . : 	 . 212-716-6259 
. 	 . 

, ': 	i" 
I 

. 

Globnl Reli~fFoundatio~ 

iV.Etbiopian Communi~ D,evelopmentCouncil~ Inc> . . . .... 
"-Dr. Tsehaye Teferra, DIrector '. 703-685,..0510 

Mohamed Chatha : 	 888-256-2532 

Hebrew ImmigrantAid Society 
*Leonaid Glickman, ExecutiveVP 212,;967~4100 . 

.. . I . . . 
I 

, 	 . . I. . 

HOPE International Relief & DevelopnientAgency 
Zuhair El-Shwehdi 	 573-817-0712 

Immigration & Refugee $ervices of America 
Roger Winter, Executive~irector 202-797-2105 

InterAction 
Jim Moody,Executive 

[2" .~ 
~6,I(~)i§1 

667..8227Xl()4 J.G~ ~ 

[£~@i(¥)] 
James Bishop 

Renee Bafalis 

Joelle Tangtry;Executive Director 

~o\;>" 11.':"CI.I.\""~f 

•••.• ·c.··~~.c:c;.,,·~ 

. . ,.. 
.. . .

I In~e~national Catl~olicM,igrationConference 
~ lYhtzl Schroeder, Dlrectorl '. . . 202-393-2904 

\. fi?6/{t5Y(6): !g"fIR61(6)r6>,l}:~RD
~,,,_)U,,;~_~., -,._:'!<"..;~~,,,,,,'/L,:;;Ld 

.	International Medical Corps 
Nancy Aossey, President i . 310-826-' 7800 

r~·~~~~-~c·"
VPEi7(bj(6'§ 

. i . 



Ab . . 
!:\i~ 	 : . 

\ {,J /v.. ..: 	.' .'. .JI'v:J .... 	 .'i ... 

~IInternational OrthodoxChristianCharities 
; Constantine Trianta . 4 JO~243-9820 888-855-2 I 08 

International Red Cross I 
Andre Pasquier, Head of Delegation 202-293-9430 JQ b~ ;~""'--~h....,,-J 

. Frank Sieverts •
\\,\~,r 	 . ~i8'{t~ 

t~..,.\ ~<tJ ". """,''-'~'.'='. 

InternationalRescue Corttmittee .. 

Reynold President 

c;m.,,:~::N.l'~,:;;"';": 
: 212-551-3000 


822-0043 X184t Mark Bartolini' 
.~ 

c,t& Sheppie Abromowitz .. 	 822-0043 X10 
,i ' 

Iowa Department of Human· Services 
Bureau of Refugee Programs 
Wayne Johnson, Chief ' 515-283'-7904 

Islamic African Relief A~ency USA 
Mubark Hamad 	 ;

i 
. 573-443-0166 

I 
I 

Islamic ReJiefWorldwid~ 

Jehangr Malik 818-238;.9520 


Jesuit Relief Service .. (t\.lll~ !,<\.t.iCW/ ~Io\:l..)t cn..J'1i • 
Father Richard Ryscavage, SJ, Director 202-462-0400 

S.-1t-h"" R.P \or, nS G"'I\ .I 

Latter~Day Saints Charities 
800-4.53.hl8'60X120 1 ;.' 
. ~'-\Q.l ~UV\t 

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service 
Philip Anderson 

rB~lI~tl 
.. 

~~"~"~"''T~"'.'.•, 

Ralston Deffenbaugh,. Executive. Director 
(also * resettlemen~) Illrt"" NY 

Lutheran World Relief [ 
KathrynWoltord, President 

~Q James Bowmari, Director,iDCOffice 
RrI~L~)r§)!J . . 

Mercy Corps International· 
Neal Keny-Guyer, CEO ' 

783-7509 

212-532-6350 
202-543:·6336 ~ 2: 

503-242... 1032 . 


800-298-1199 

888-479~4968 

212-532-6350 

7-'5 '!>-"15"'O't 



, I 

I 
.' . ' .' ,'-, .:' , : 

, , . 

""p:?[r~l@~}t~ 
Jeffrey Farr, Director of Administration and Finance 

."'" ~ancy Lindborg, Vice Pre~ident 202-463-7383 
~ , 

Oxfam America 

Raymond Offenheiser, President 617-482-1211 

f-'f" lli§.@n~)] ~(~H§H:¥':l1 


\,""Bernice Romero ",' .202-783~7302 
(.0. 

Presbyterian Disaster AS$istance 
502-569-5839 

Refugees International 202-828-0110 
fl.~ Lionel Rosenblatt 

,~\~~u.v Amelia Bookstein 
, '(), 

i 
ReJief International ,i. , , 
Dr. Farshad Rastegar, CEQJ10-572~7770 202-607-7432 (C) 

'r:~6L1~i~)n . 

@§lib~(~~ 
234-8337 

" _,I' Salvation Army World Service , 703-684-5528 

y:!: ' Harden White, Executive Director 


't-tf. 'tr~ Gi1!I~i(§I~J k:~iEr~(K~@D11iJ
\' Rosemary Regis, Assistant to the Executive Director 


r-P6I(b'j(6P [~rp61(bi(6)i1iJ .
L:!w,"""""_,,,, ",,",:..J ,.,~.,_""C-",_ .- _..., 

Save the Children 
, ' 

Charles MacCormack, Pre~ident " 203-226:-7271 

I' . 202-293-4170 


Samaritan's Purse 

Franklin Graham 828-243-5075 


Success FoundationlIntetnationalReliet Organization' 

Dr. Mohamed Omeish i 703-820-7199 877-820-1790 


j 

United Methodist Committee on Relief 
800-814-8765 ! 

i 
I 

US Catholic Conference: . 
Mark Franken, Executive Director, 202-541-3169 
Migration and Refugee ServIces 

(*alsci resettlement) 
I

, I 

I 



U.S. Committee for Refugees 
John Fredriksson 

tiJJ 

Bill Froelich 

World Relief RefugeeSeniices 
*Don Hammond . 914-+68-4135 

World Vision.. . , . . I 

ll( Bruce Wilkinson, VP, Inte'rnationalPrograms 202-547-3743 
~\. Serge Duss . . 202-:9°8-1837 

, .. 

. I 

,. 



, , Talkinq Points. 
FLOTUS Private Meetinq with Albanian';'Americans ' ' 

Tuesday, May 18, 1999, 12:30 p.m. ' . 
, ,"" 

, " 

-I've been looking forward to meeting with you. Just got back 
from visiting KosovarAlbanian refugees in Macedonia. , Wanted 

/,todes,cribe' wha:t I, saw/heard while stii~ fresh in my Inind~ 

-Meet:ing'with're~ugees,focusingonthem asiridividuals, drives' 
home the enormi1:yof what Milosevic has' done,. " ,

" ' ,I,·" " 	 ' 
, , 

I , 

, - , Each had a ',stor¥ of being pushed out o~ his ,-home, having 'seen ' 
, a loveonebrut~lized or executed., Many Slaw ,their homes 
burned by Serb~ecurity force,s. They left everything they 
owned, and were stripped of i.d. documents', as 'they fled for 
theii lives. -, 	 ., 

", Macedonia and Albania,hay.e ' responded well' to challenge of 

.deall~g, with this wave, of refugees., ' 


- "The U. S. 'and Eutopean allies are, providing financial support', 
and NATO' has worked organizational miracles in 'setting up 

",camps. "',, Humanitarian organizations_ are doing their'part. 

-The,ra {sfood for the refugees and 'other' necessities., Life is 
difficult~ part:icularlyas many have no idea where loved ones 

,are. NGO's are working to help ref'ugees, locate fam1,ly. 
, ' 

, - 'Important to ',get r~fugees ,ba.ck' to their homes as ',soon as 

possible. ", Will' only go back, if they know they will be secure. 

Tllat meansNATO'p;resen<:=e.' 


• 	 'Beiievethe pres:ldentspoke to some of you not long ago'. 
Explaine.dwhy wetQok' action. 'My trip reiriforcedmy 
convlctionthat our moral case is clear., Must, fight against 

',Milose~ic' s ethnic cleansing.' Can't put our heads in the 
sand,' pretend it isn't happening. " ' 
• > ", ." .! . 

, , 

- Need you to use: every opportunity to ~get the',message, oU1:,to 
,':tell : the, :storie's 6f the refugees~ ,If, yo:uknow ,a poignant 

,'" case, one that :illustrates thet~rtibie suffering the r.'efugees, 
, have endured". imperative to tell it ,publicl:y~' , 

• ," ~ " 1, ' 	 • 

I,' 
i 

.. : , , 



,.I ' ' ,1".,"i, 

2 

, , 

• 	" Belgrade, nowCY,hidally usinghu.man shieJ.ds to protect military 
in Kosovo. ',Expioiting every NATO strike that unintentionally 
producescivilJan casualties to U:ndermineNATO~smoral', 

,'position. 

, . 

• 	' Can: t, let Milosevic get away with this.' Must keep our' eyes on, 
the ball; consthntly make clear 'who is the victimizer 
(Milosevic regime ) and who the victims •(ethnic, ~lbanians 

,slibj ecte'd to the regime's ethnic' ,hatred) . 
'.' 	 "'" ..". . 

., Must counteract! Belgrade;s propaganda with the truth., Urge 
'yoU' to do your, ~tmost, to tell the world what. is happening., 

, 'I " ' " '. :" , 

. . .' . 

",. ',Thank you for, listening to, me~'I' d like' to listen to your 
ideas~',

, I 
-

1 ' 
" 

,. 
, I 

i, 
! , 

, , 

, I , , 
, I 

" 

. , .' 

,I ' , ' 
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·FligbtFroDi Fear Ends in Manassas 
.' 1 , .... . :' ' :. :. 

By Dan Eggen .' . . { 
WashingtOn Post StaffWiiter . 

. Friday, MlY 14, 1999; Page BOI 

· The Serbian soldieis'~an:ie to the homes ofthe two PristinafamilieS in 
~.-e$ .. . the samel Way, a dozen ata time and heavily 'armed. The message they. .' 

·Newsweelr.com. carried.~ the sam.e, too, ahnost to the word.. ..... ...:.' .... ,'. 
. • ~8ritanlliiCIIImQl'ft.s.u1ia 

. '.. '. ',',. f '. ':' , . .:. . . .' .:', .:', , . 

"You have five minutes to go Or we'will kill you," they said."Whaf 
ate you ~tingfor?"·. .' . ..,:.. ..... : .... -" 

Print Edition . 
, 

. Metro Articles Six weekS later - ·after the filthytrain'ride, after the.march aIongthe' ... 
. Front Page Articles ·tnine;.strewn road, after the fights over food and water in the inuddy .' 

. '. '.. '. border camps - the two ethnic Albanian families have found a home, .
On Our Site or the closest thing to a home since theterror in Kosovo pegan. The 
¥r1M~orhoods .'. Shalas and the Sylejmanis, related through sisters~ arrived this week· 
tOiiiDiunity .... .at a humble little town house in Manassas, crammed into three . 

Resources . . bedroomS on a cul-de-sac in a'sagging neighborhood dubbed . 
. Metro Section . . ,"Georgetown South. ." . 

'. The faniilies are a1n~ng the first of20~OOO ~tbnlc Albanians scheduled· 
~o be resettled temporarily in the United States,arriving earlier than ". '. 

· moSt because they were somehow able to avoid a holding facility in ." 
·FortDix; N.J. They flew to the Washfugton area Sunday after an . 
ovemightstay in metropolitan New Yo~k. .' 

1 • ..' ..: . 

Neither family was involved with the Kosovo Liberation Aim.y. They . 
weren't ~eIl particularly P9litic~ or religiQus. '. '. ':' '., ..' .: 

.:·Ali Shal~ .59~·is~~cpituIaIsa1~sman ~d'f~rmer b~eari~t, 'yvith" 
a 45-year-old wife,'Hasref; and their .15-year-Old dalIghter, Shpresa~ .. '. 

· Veton'Sylejman432,is a construction worker who arrived with his 
wife, M!rita, 22, .and theirbright-~yed,.7-month-old son, Albert. . 
Veton's90usinBeSijik~ylejm.ani, 22, is a butcher: .:. ...' ....•. ' . 

at the ··Th.~fa:mily's61-yea:r;'oidmatriarch, FatfuleSylejrimm,sits quiet and 
. .Kennedv '. ..•....... ·sad.-eyed with her head. in·herhandsand with the only clothes she:. 

.. ' Center( .()wns on her baCk. She left behind so Plany things: jewelry, wedclirig . 
photos, eyen her false teeth. • '. . .. . 

.. '. 

"nley're'juStregtlIar people," Arsim Shata, sonofAli, said'yesterday.•. 
"The SerOs .didn't go after people because theywere poUtical.They .' 
went a:ftertheID. becaUse they were Albaruan." . . .' '.. . 

..... ···.·.·l .:._ ',.' . .'. :' . :.' .. ' '. .' :". . ',: . ", .. 
AIsim is an American, or nearly so. The 29-year-old photographer' . 
and auto mechanic arrivecl five years ago, fleeing the Serbian draft in 

" .. · . the war on Bosnia, arid now lives in'Springfiel<t He was able to' .: .. ' 
. '... ·.sponsor,hisrelatives With the help oflQcal Muslimsm;td an Arlington . 

>;' :.--:" :'!,' .. . . . ! . ) 
. I 
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", . 

" 	 refugee agency, the Ethiopian Coxmriunity Development cOuncil. . 
. , 

The refugees greet visitors to their new home with kindness and a , 
,glass oforange juice, but they ate clearly we~ from the long 
journey. Itbeganon April 1, as near as they can remember, when, they . 
and th~ir Pri.stiria neighbors were forced fro~ their homes, marched to '. 
the 1:.mfu station and sent away." . '. " '.: 

r 
I . 

, . ,Aftertbistifling train ride, they walked to the Macedonian border 
.'. town ofBlace, encamped with tens ofthousands ofother Kosovar . '.. 

". Albanians. They subsisted for three days and three nights, as refugees.
fought m:n,ong themselvesfor scatce ,milk 'and bread. ", , 

· 'lilt ~~ tem1Jle place," VetonSylejmani says. "We didn't know if . 
'we would get out"·. .. ,... '. '. . ." .'.... .' , , 

. . ~ '~ " ' . 	 ' . 

.. '.. ReSCue cm.efrom an Albanian family who agreed to take them in. 
.. ' 

r , 	

That's where Arsfrn Shala finally caught up with them before helping , 

to bring them to Virginia. . '. '. . , ' .... ..., '. - . 


, ",. ' '. ;, ' , " . 

Now in Manass~; they have made the trektbis Week.to the Social 
Secmityoffiee for identification cards, and must tend to the other :' 

'. mundanities ofresettlement: getting Qriver's licenses, finding.. '" , 
· .' transportation, looking for jobs and, in Shpresa's,case, ~lling in.' 

.". 

·.school. She already speaks tluentEnglish. ...... 

....... Members'of'the ~lan's extendedtimrlly aresuddenIy spread .,." 
. throughout the world, and they are hopeful that Ali's other son will '. . 
· .arrive soon from Fort Dix. They alSo are unanimous in their approval . 

ofNATCj)'s'assaUlt on Slobodan Milo~evic. IITheyre getting what they 
deserVe,'~ Shpresa says ofthe Serbs.' . 

' .. :; .1." ' .•. , " .... ......... '. '. ' ..... , 


,Yet home is home, they say~ and all say they hope to return to KOsovo' , 
". ohcethe:fightingends. . '. . 

~ , 'I '. " '.' . .... '. '.,' . .. .. ... . . . . .. 
,"siXty years ofmy life is left behUid," Ali Shala says inhis native .'.' .. 
.language. "Thei'e'snotenoughtime for me to start a whole new life ,
here. 'I ' . . 	 . .. 

. " 

'.'1 ".' ':', .,' '. ,,;,' .,. , ."'':'' . ."::" -', '" " 
'., 

. , eCopyrlght 1999 The WaShington,fost Company 
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. . GUEST LIST FOR REFUGEE BruEFING '.. 

. I. 

NGOs. 

· AiJventiStDev~lopmentandRelief Agency . ' . 
.···-Dr. Gaspar Colon..' .. : . . ...... .' 

·American Friends Servici! C(lmmittee 
. -:-James Matlack' 	 .' 

'. A~erican Red Cross . . i 
·~Jose Aponte. 	 I' 


i 

i. 

Baptist World Aid . 
;'Paui Montacute, Director! 

, . ' i " . ·.CARE 
I 

-Peter Bell, President 

or . 


-MarianneLeach .... 


· Catholic Relief Services. ..... 

':-KenHaekett,Eecutive ~ector 


-Anne-MarieMartin . '. 

-Joseph George Addis'. . 

-FatherDaniel McCulloUgh' 

-Joseph Barnett' . 

. .... ." ...•.. i 	... ' 

Christian C!tildren's Fund . 
-Betty Meyer I 

Chur~h WorldService ' 
·.-Dorothy rvey 

Coalition/or International Justice' 
'-John Heffernan .... 

"	. . Ethiopian Community Development" 

· . Council, Inc. .... .'
I ..·.·. 

:-Dr~ Tsehaye Teferr~·Director ..· 

, ','.

lnterActitil" . 
.,-JintBishop I· 
l 
I 	 . 

I. '. 

5/18/99 

International Catholic Migration 

Conference" . 


'. ~Mi.tzi Schroeder, Director 

.... InA!rna~nalMedical Cqrps . 
·~Adam Sirois . 

( . 	 . 

·	Int~rnational Orthodox ChriStian . 

Charitieis 

.~MarkHodde . 

\ 

· Interhation.al Red Cross 
. ~AndrePasquier 


-Frank Sieverts 


Internationid Rescue Committee 
-Mark Bartolini 

IslamicA.fri.can Relief Agency USA 
-Mahamed Haroun . . . 

Jf!$uit Relief Service . 
'-Father Richard Reyscavage, SJ, Drrector 

-Laurie O'Bryon . . I 
. . . , .. , 

. Lutheran Immigration AndRefugee

. Service . . ' . 
'. -Plillip Anderson 

. . 
.' . · '.,'. 

OifamAmerica 
-Bernice Romero . 

.	Refugees 'International 

-Shephard'Lowman 


. ,." 

http:Interhation.al


(i{GOs continued) 

" ." . 

Success foundationlIntern,ational Relief'· . 

Organizations 

-Dr. Mohamed Omeish .. !' 
-Anisa Abdelfattah :. 

·US Committeefor Refugees . 
. -John Fredriksson 

,,., . 

World VISion 
-SergeDuss i 

-Mark Spina (NGO nJa) 
. , 

I 

.' GOVERNMENT . 
.I" . 

USAID' . I 

. -Jess Sariniento . 

PRMlState Dept 
-Bob Hugins . 

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS 
-TBD­
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. u.s. DEPARTMENT OFSTA.TE 
. Office of the Spokesman 

~ l~., . 

" 

I Washington~ D.C. 
,. 
I 

I 


. QUESTION: The Secre~ mentioned displaced people in Kosovo. Are there any plans to 
get food supplies to th~ people in Kosovo? ..' 

, : ' . , 

'. 	 ADMINISTRATOR ATWOOD: • We've been working this problem for a 100ig. time ap,dare . 
pleased with some small progress thafs been made.. TheICRC, the Red Cross,. has now been 
given limited access; We ,have brought in some supplies, food and medicine into Pristina, ..... 

'. mainly. I spoke the other:day to Cornelio Sommaruga, whois the liead of themterilaticmal 
Red Cross. He doesn't have a carte blanche togo anywhere he wants, and so his people are 

. basically negotiating with :local niilitary commanders for access. So there's not a lot of hope 
that. we can resolve the pr()blem entirely by the ICRC's access.' . ' . 

" " "','! ' " ' " 

There have been some GreekNGOs that have taken infood aIld ~edicine-~ alimited amount 
-again, in a fairly restricted area. We"re hoping thatthat initiative willbe expanded' 

.. !;lomewhat: .Therefore, we continue to look at other options as well. . 
, 	 . , .', 'I ' , . 

. , i .' 

..' '... ' • .. QUESTION:'.rs air dropS one of the optlonsthat youare-.stiU looking at? 
.. ,',', I' " 	 '., 

'.. ; Ar>MINISTRATORATWOOD:we'relOOkll1gat thatoption, that's right - humanitarian air .' .. ' 
dtops. . . " . 

". 

I 

I 
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'QUESTION: What has to take place before you c3n~ve the air drops? 

ADMINISTRATOR A~OOD: I'm not going to get into that.' I hop~ ihatbythe end'()fnext 
week, we'll have some itJformationforyou. les clearly avery delicate'operation. We want' 

, to make 'sure thatwe accentuate the hUmanitarian nature of it all; and we,certainly.wouldn't
", want. to say. anything preIllaturely that would cc;>mpromise that operation. . ..' 

: .\' 

QUESTION: I was going to askifyou c()u1dexPlain why it's been so difficlllt to get thearr 
drops underway? I mean, yet you said it's sensitive,l?utwhyis it sensitive? Officials have 
been talkingabotit air drops for at least ~month;. , .~.' . 

ADMINISTRATORATWOOD: Ithinkpet>ple have asked the question 'in the context qf an' . 
air war that's gomg on overKosovo and Serbia~ People asked the question initially of the 
military forces. - could they engage in this? . They,' I think very correctly, pointed out ~we 

'have . General McDuffie, if he wants to add to this - how dangerous it would be when you 
, have SA;.6sandSA-7s o:q.the gfound.You don't have the same situation you had, mBosnia 

'. .,' where you had bumanitarian workers and UN people on the ground, where you. did riot have 
those kindS of,Slirface-to-air'missiles;therefore; you could fly at lower altitudes and ,get it , 

. done. So this is the challenge, certainly ii1 Kosovo> . ' 
:. ;.' . . . .~ .' :; . ; .' . . . .' '. . ..,':, . . . ~ " , :'", .. ', . " :. ". " ' ' " " , 

. QUESTION: Does the fact that the ICRC is talkitig to individual coinmanders, I believe is 
, how you put it,indicate thatthere is not a centralcoinrnand in Belgrad~ that's giving it 
perinission,: that we're g~i1ig to allow a more general access? 

ASSISTANT SECRET~YTAFT: Mr. Sommarugagot approval fr~m Milosevic, who.then 
indicated with whom he: needed to, coordinate.. So this got the highest attention in Belgrade. 

" It's working outthedetails of.where~eygo, whenthey go, and how many places'inK.osovo ' 
theywouldestablishdisttibution points that is,currently under development. " " , 

, QUESTION:~en wiil:th~deCisionbe made on the air cfro.ps, In general? Andthe~ lwould 

. like to askthe general aooutthefeaSibilityfroma militarY standpoint while there'sini air war .. ' 


'. going'on to do~? ..., .', " 

.. : 

" 

ADMINISTRATOR ATWOOD: Whenwili the decision be made? We'll be. sure to inform 

. , you first when thedecisionismade~ 'General? . 


,LT. GENERAL MCDUFFIE: We've been asked this question many time~,and a$Brian 

stated eai'lier, the air thr~t is significant. fmean, it's:still there .. More importantly thought 

fromaDlilitary perspective, to use military capability to ,do the air drops, we dOIl'fknow how, ' 


•effective it's goingto be:.! mean, we really woUldn't know if we're feeding the Serbs or if 
•we~reJeediri.g theIDPs! ~Thereate all those vanable(that were there the firstweek w.hen We 


go! into the question. 'I..', ... .. 

,t', 

The issueofair drop ~ ~Brian s8.id, he'Uhrform you when it startS - is you're lookingat a 

third party where there' sagreement ,by theSerbs and .there can be some type of humanitarian ' . 


:, ' ' I,' ",' . ' , ' . 

, I 

, ,I 
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, , ,windo~ofsort,that you can do, that,' and we can Somehow work that into the operation... 

QUEsTION: Is that doablein;'~ , 

. LT. GENERAL MCDUFFffi:Well, we're exploring.it. ,Again, I don't .waritto go into too 
•much depth on that, but that istheplannjng direction, if you would~ that's being taken now at 

" " N,ATO"infact. ," 	 . . . . . 

" QuESTION:' Ms. Taft" if I could ask yo~a question" It niaybe sort ofdifficultfor you tC; , .. ' 
answer~but I'm wond~ririgabout the demographic make-up you're expecting in.Kosovoif . 

'. 'there is a settlement. Doiyouexpect it to still be even a majority Albanian makeup' if those , 
, who choose to come bac~ come back;.or do you think there mightbe even, a Serb majority '" 

, , after settlement? . ...' ,! . ' ' , . ' . 

.', ASSISTANT SEC~TARY TAFT: Well, one is told' never to answer hypothetical questions. . 
However"there's nothing' hypothetical about the fact that so many people have been driven out 

·.' of Kosovo and they are adamant abclUt wanting to ,go back in..",So given the fact that refugees,' ' 
· decide to· return when they want to retUrn7 ·1 can aSsure you tluit'there will be more Albanian ' .. 
,Kosovars\who will want togo back."Arid of Course that would.increase the number, far . 


· exceeding the existence of the eXisting Serbs. . , 


MR. FOLEY: I can ans~er that also. Clearly, our policy is that all the Kosovar refugeeswlll 
go back; and so the ethnic balaJlce will ref:UI11 to. what it was. . ' ' 

, .... QUESTION: . But they'can choose whether they want to go back or not? ' 
" ' . . 	 .' , 

!vIR. FOLEY: Yes;. butili~yaUwant to goback. ,We've not heard anyone wh~ doesn't ,,:,ailt 
'to go back. 

I . . ' 

.. ' .. QUESTION:. There'shtfudreds of thousands still Illissing, so I mean it's a legitimate question .. 
. . 

. MR.FOLEY: Peoi>lewt.o are alive andabieallwant to gob~. and our'illtentioil aDd OUr 

" ., ,.' goal .,;...we will not stop our current policy, our cUrrent air campaign until they're all able togo' ' 

'...back.. . '; . ,', . '.'. '. . , . .' 


",.,., !". '"", • ,', , ,', 	 ,.' 

, . QuESTION: Have~r~ been any ofthe 2,900 refugees here -have any of them applied for 
, . . " . . . . , , 

. , ... .asylum,yet?: ! 

',' 

'ASSISTAN:rSECRETAlrYTAFT:. Wel1,theydQn'~.need to apply for asylum~' They are 

" . being given refugee statuShereiwhich allQwsthem to stay; permanently should they s(> decide 


.	to do thaC ,But intheiIiterVlewsthat have gone on at Fort Dii, or directly out of JFK, when 
people have come for their famllyreunification, they have all indicated that they appreciate the 
offerof.sa,fetyand sanctuary, but they want togo back home. ' Lavinia ~imon,who has been . 

'. directing the Fort Dix operation for ,HHS, may want to. add some oth~r commentS about this. 

,I .• 

http:back;.or
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M:S~ LiMON: Just to ad4 that Julia is absolutely right. Even as we're interviewing people to' , 
go elsewhere in the United States, they are saying, when will I be able to go home, Who do. I ' 
contact in order togo baCk when it's safe .. So that has ,been a constaD.ftheme thrQugh, , ' 

· 'everyone I've spoken to in the camp.' 	 . 

'QUESTION: . So not one: ofthe 2,900 people here have s~d thatthey,might not w.anno go
'. " 	 . . 

back? 	 , 

'. MS. ,LIMON: I h3.~e not'lleardanyone say that. It'srathertemarkable.·. 
. I 

QUESTION: Secretary Taft, I'hope that you can answer this. question. , Over Ute weekend,:' 

CNN started broadcastmg pictures of an alleged massacre that took place of aboUt 100 nwes:. 

Do you or does the State Department have any kind of corroborating evidence,either of mass '~ 


·.gravesor.photos. to corroborate that a massacre did take plaCe in avillage. called Izbica? . 
" , " :.':!'. . '. ',' '. .' . " 

'. 	 ASSISTJ\NT.SECRETARY TAFT: Lei ~e ask Jim to' ansVier. "1 was with the First Lady, .. 

and I don't know exactly what broke over the. weekend:: One always takes thlsinformation 

and tried to find another ,source to validate it. Not being on the ground, it makes iiverY / 


<, difficultt6 (jo;butper~ps Jim - " 	 . 

MR. FOLEY: I'm ,:lot ina position to answer that nOW,.but we will loot into it. .Itlllnk, if 

we're able to give you more detail, we'll ceriainIydo so. ' 


. . . 	 . 

QUESTION: ForMs. TafP·fustof all, have you asked PresideiltMllosevic for permission 
.. ' to have these air drops? . ...,.. . . . ' '.', 
. 	 '.'.' . . 

· ADMINJ:STRATOR ATIYOOD: No, ,we ~ven't made a decision t6 drop from the air . 
. !' , 

, QUESTION: There's been no discussion with Mr. Milosevic over this?· 
"." . 

ADMINISTRATOR ATI(rOOD: No,none' whatsoever: 

QUESTION:. Have you xna.de'ariy contracts with priv~te NGOs.in;thehypoth~tical situation 
. that you tirlghthave aid c4'ops?, ' ,. . 

. 	 , 

AD:MIN:ISTRATORATWOOD/ I'ni not going to answer t:b.it at $is point We'll have an ' 'I 
ilm.touncement for YOl,i,soon.,'·' , . ' '. ' 

, . QUESTION: i I~m a little':intrigued by'thenumbers here.' You said that the amount of food· aid' 
'will triple ~year.' The:Kosovo and 'North Korea emergencies don't seem to account for all , 
.' of that sudden i.ncrease. .i wonder if you can explain where it's coming from. . 

· . 	 . . . ",~ '. ',~.", . 

'. ., ..,',' ,i.' ". .... ...,."..,. .. ' 
." , DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR CHAMBLISS: I'm,Mary Chambliss from Agriculture. , 

Yes, this isaglopal num~er of 10milliOfltons; and you are quite right. It includes the 
" 	 ", 'I""., 

'J' . 
:, 

, I 

, 	 , 

.1 



. quantities we're disClissmg for the Kosovar·refugees, imdwhat Mr. GlickmaD.referred to as 

.. . our mbst recent pledge to: North. Korea... It also includes food aid that we have provided, for 


example, Bangladesh suffered a massive flood last fall, and we've been.providing food· 

.. 	 assistance there. It includes the food a.ssistance that we're providing to Russia. It includes .. 

food assistanCe tathe countries of Central America· after the hurricane. So it covers a global 
and a wide array of areas: where we're responding. 

i 	 . 

QuESTION: Adnlinistrator Atwood, just following up on that question, the US hasn't 
1X:en negotiatmg with Mil:osevic, but has a third party; have NGOs been in contact with the . 

... Yugoslav Government over air drops? ". 

. . ADMINISTRATOR ATWOOD: Not to my knowledge. Certainly there have b~en . 
. discussions with him abo¥t access to IDPs, but not about air drops a.t this pamt. 

.. I .... ... . . . 
. QUESTION: Assistant Secretary Taft, regarding reports about a ttainlmidof about 

2,000 refugees were turned away from the Macedoma border by Serb foices.,- do you know 
anything about that? ...• '. ... ...: . .. ... .." ..... . 

.... ASSISTANT SECRETARY TAFT: OIietr~loaddidcome and there was a nilnor 
< .·that another was on its way but did not make it. But it's not becaUse of the, Macedon,ians..· As·' .. 

amatter of fact, one, of the things that· was realiy quite comforting this· past weekend was to . 
see the higher comfort level that the Macedonians have now about the refugees that are pres~nt 
in their country. I tliink part of that .... a large degree of that ...;is because there have been more 
refugees leaving in the eri:J.ergen(;!y evacuations thaD have ~n coming across; Every day 

. '. about 2,000 are being· moved. to the West or to the United States. 'Much fewer than that have . 
been coming... So the Macedonians have said thatthey woUld keep their border open; so we~ve 

. all encouraged them to do ~t.· '. . ., .. . .. 

QUESTION:' I guess the President ofMacedonia is saying that he wants or needs to' 

have 100,000 refugees taken out of Macedonia. He's saying he's got an urgent call forhelp . 


..' What's yom response to~t? . . .. 

'. . " ,. . 

. . '. ' 	 " 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY TAFT: Well, of course there is ariiSsueabout the 
absorptive dlpacityof Macedonia-130,OOOwrult we call slots or pasitionshavebeen offered 
byWestem countries to resettle or to accept refugees••. Of that munber, 50,000 haye already 
gone.. So he's-about on the mark. We expect ifeverycountry does come forward with its ,'.' 
quota that they said they 

. 
would· 

. 
receive, that the balance will 

. 
be okay for Macedonia. - . 

. 
. 	 . . . . . 

. ADMINISTRATORATWOOD: Could! make an announcement here, first, on a . 
program that we;'re puttmg in place as of todaY? .. . . 

.As you ·mow, we ha.ve been workIDg assiduously to. try to figure out how·we would 
. ...absorbtheadditiona1700,000 people if they ali were to .co:me out~· We've done this on three """ 
....... there are three baSic s61~tions.' One is the relocation program i:hatJulia just mentioned - . 

... 	130,000 slots and we've ~agreed to take 20,000. The other is buildingnewca,mps, and w~ 
." , . " 	 : ' '. , 



,have ~~out 40 new campsi in Albania under CCU1struction. They have finally agreed to even , , 
, , expand further the Cegrane camp in Macedorlla.. The allies-Britain, Germany and Fr~ce; in . 

partiCular ~are looking ',to expand the camp iIi Korce, right across the b.order inAlbania. 'And 
of course, the' US military has built one camp for 20,000 and we're planning to build yet' 
another one arid could build a third if, indeed, there is, aneed~' , 
.', I' • • 

! 
./ '. , . 

But camps are expensive to build and they will not solve the problem for uS.. So the " , 
third leg of this, strategy ~ to try to increase the number of host families willing to fake in ' 
refugees. That's what. my announcement is about today. . 
'. • . , • . # 

, " 'At present ill A1baIlia<.. and the focus here is Albania- about 47,000 families"or 7 ' 
'percentof Albani~families are hosting today 282,()()() Koso~ar refugees. We're going to be , 
.' supporting a program to try to' increase the amount.of host fiunilies to l5. percent~which will 
accommodate an additiorial354,000 refugees. That program is basedon incentives. 'UNHCR 

.• is participating in this byofferinga stipend to families. 'We:-are going to be offerl.D.g a, ',' . 
, one-time assistance package to these families of essential household items, such as mattresses, ' ' 

, , blankets, clothing," hygiene supplies and other items to help the families to'add these additiobal 
, '. p~ople; 'We will be providing essential non-food itexn$ as well as an increase in monthly food' ' 

rations to fanillies in Albania as weU. " 

So we are hopeful that we can move tlrlsnumber of families, -'particularly in the' sQuthern part 
'. ofAlbania - up to the 15 'percent that we're targeting., We're notdoing this exclusively, but' 
, we're taking the lead - our government ~ in hopes that other governments will also participate 
inthis program, along with UNHCR: ' 

We're alSo tryfug'to loca~e buildings th3.t can be used to house refugees. We estimate that , 

'there are about"4,OOOUnused buildings in Albania., Some workwill need to be done on~ese 

buildings, but ifwe do that work 'and winterize the buildings, we could house as many as , 


. "" 345,000 refugees in Albania as well. This will allow U.s, I thiIlk, to have almost one pilllion' ' 

, " ,refugees~~Albaniaalone7,985,000 is the es~te~if'we caD.maketheseprognuns,work. 

''I1lis is the kiD.dof space tfuitwe need to b3:ridle thiS problem. We don;tanticipate -although , ' 
. . . . . . \ " , ..' . . . " . . " , ,,\ '. ", ,..'.
, we've been surpnsed before; so we have to prepare for the worse-:- but We anticipate ~t not, 
all refugees will come out -'- displaced people who will come out as refugees. ,But for the most ", 
part, wehavetoamcipate thatwe'llget that many more. ' , " 

" . '. . . ,- ' .. 

If they can make thes~pr9gramswork,if we can continue to w~rk ill good faith with the 
"government QfMaced~nia, if we"can make our relocation program work and continue' to work, 

, . ,on the camps and then; ofcourse, be prepared,if necessary, to winterize thesecamps , we 
" :believe we~ handle the problem; We have some ot;her'steps~t we cantake thatwe',re , 

working onthat 1 won't talk to you about today, but maybe a little later when we feel we have , ,j 
, ' '. this iIi place:'" soit of safety valves iii case of the worst case,or in case of an extreme case of ' 
,-. " . - . { .' ., ". '.,..,.' 

" all 700,000 coming out ato~ce; ,I don't tlIink that's going to happen; they couldn't get , '., ' 
,,' ,'througlithemille fields. But in any case, we do bave'some other options. We're about at the 
" ,point where we can say that we can'handle all the refugees thatMilosevic drives out 'of ' 

, Kosovo. ,. " 
"j: ' 

, ,"j 

, , 
: I 

I 

", "I' 
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'That;s qwte an accomPlishment~ inj~t the several week that we've been workingatthis 
problem. The international community, I think, looke,d a bit chaotic ~tia1ly; but it's always ' 

, the case. But I think it's now working very smoothly.' We want to pralseall ofthe' '" , ' 
organizations, including the. UNHCR t;11at's taken too much criticism. They now really seem 

, to be operatingverywell~ and I feelthat we've really gotten ahead ofthlS problem. ", 

'QUESTION: How many more refugee$ have beenidetp:ified to come to this country, 

. "and wlUtt sort of timetable do you see for that? And is it difficult to find people in this country , 


, who will take people, and then matching refugees withfamiJles? ' " ",,' 


, MS.LIMoN:~entIy, webave2;624people in the C8l1lP -'the village at FortDix.·· 
We ,are expectfug two more flights - one this coming Wednesday and this coming'FridaY. 
Both of those will probably between 400 and 450 people> That has b~en,our norm.' '.~ 

,~, " 

Ittms not actuallybeen'dllncult to find sponsorships. :The outpouring from the American 
people has been quite remarkable, At this point, with only ...; there's actually a process that has 
to occur with different paperwork, and Immigratiqn haS to see people. ,They have to have, 

'mediCal exams for commWlicable diseases,' and then some paperwork I}.eeds to go to the ' 
volunteer agencies, which are under ,contract to the Department of State to locate the sponsors; 
and all of that infout days of where that paperwork has been in,place. 'As of today, over 5.0 
families, over 200people'have received sponsorships atthis point. And this is just the 
beginning,' , ; ',' ' , 

We expectthata1;l0ut75 peopiewillieave onWednesday"and then it will go up from there. 
, AD.d we'd like - we're not sure where we're goitlg to ievel out, but I think that we wantto 
" keep a level populationiri Dix of about 3~000-3,500 people until we are able to process people 

completely fromovecieas so that Fort,Dix will not be necessary anymore. 
. , . .' . . '.' . . . 

.. .' . 

, QUESTION:, ~thappens to the people whogivef~e, names? ' 
._/. 

MS.' L!M()N:I'mgoiIlgto actUally refer that to my colleague at INS. Kelly, 

, ""MS.RYAN: ,My;rillmeis Kel1~Ryan,andrm'intheoei1erai Counsel's office at INS. 
Iri.order for someone to ~omplete their refugee processingm the UnitedS~tes,wedetermine 
admissibility inthe FortDixcases. Sou'there isa,qUestion about identity, we'll need to ask' 
soine further questions to makesure that we know exactly who~ person is. So we plan to 

',' do that at Fort Dix with all cases that.come in. ' 

" 'As we work theproces~ through, it's getting better and better; butattIie beginning ~ere have 

,been s()mecas~s- a very, very small numberofcases int'Whichthe person was improperly' 


,dOCumented; . Sowenee~tofind out what exactly happened in the sys~,fiX It and get that ' 

person admitted to the ,Uhited States andhave the medIcal arid the other parts of the screening , 

,,' -the resettlement part dope, and then they canbea~tted. So hOPefullywewantto move' , 
. , ., ,both the refugee process an4 the admissibility process overseas; but right now - the Fort Dix 



". 	' I:' 

I"~ 

cases":' we do the admissions process here, and we figure out what needs to be done if there' s 
somerDistake in documentation. We ask a few more questions and we get it res91ved that 
way.' . 

QUESTION:Sec~etary Taft,a UN delegatioll'ispreparing togointo Kosovo," and I, 
was wondering if the State DepartmeIit is in support of this; and ifyou are ready to perhaps 

, hear some of the criticism they may have about NATO and the bombings. And also" will the 
, UN delegation be facilitating some of the, operations, that you'retalldng about here? 

, "ASSISTANT5ECRETARY TAFT:' It~s our understanding that the negotiations for the 
, UN mission will include 'two days in Kosovo; and the balance of the 10-day.time in ,: ,'", " 
, Montenegro and in Serbia proper; We have felt that two days in Kosovo is not enough 'time. 

We wanted more time ~re to ensure tha~there was adequate review and assessment. ,We" 
" • have been told andassur~ by (inaudible) that they will spend as much time as they need to, to 

do an accurate and effective assessment; and we will hold them to that. 	 ' 
. , . ~" . '. ~. .: l' . . . " . . " .: : ,....... . . .. 


, Wethinkonbalam.:eit's good that they got access,that they've been granted access. 
•', We expect them to do their assessment with impartiaIity, and we think: as a result, of that ' 

impartiality they will.find out exactly how bad things have been in Kosovo - not created by 
, < ' NATO,butcreated by Milosevic. " " ,"'" 

, QUESTION: ,The UNHCR tins morning said for the first time since the influx into, 
Albania began in late March, no refugees at all crossed the-Morini border into Albania 

'Sunday. Do you know v.:hat's,'going on? " , 
. .' . . . 

, " " ASSISTANT SECRETARY TAFT:' Two things. First of all, as Brlanpointed out, ' 
that 'is aheavily-m.medborder now. ,There, also have been some military activities that have 
,gone on there recently. I3ut there have been - I think over 200 refugees did come',across into 
, Albania from Montenegro.' So they are stili coming into Albania, but just over this period 
none of them crossed in. the Morini-Kukes area. " 	 ' ' 

" QUEsTION: 'Theqllestionis that among the countries who are helping or contributing , 
, somefoodand shelter'in Kosoyo is, Bangladesh and Pakistan> Can YQu tell us what kind of 
"help and how, much they're providing? And also how,do you select the countries because 
India isnot amongtbem? , ' 

" 	 I " 

ASSISTANT SECRETARYTAFT:Well,IwishJ ha.d a listing, and we 'can make it. 
, available for you. One of the strilting features of this emergency and this, crisis has been the 
diversity and forthcomingness 'of countries from all over the world to ,give assistance. '" 

'Bangladesh, Argentina's willing to accept refugees. We've got a whole variety of dono~s. 
Most of them are going trither through the World Food Program or primarily through the 

',United Nations High CoInmissionerfor Refugees. They have done a worldwide appeal and ' 
'" . '" 	 various countries have cQmefurward, and the listisqUiteinlpresslve. And, Jhn,we OlIght to 

mate that 3v3llable.. . .. ., 

I 



" QUESTION: What is the internal food situation like ~in Kosovo? "How severe is it for 
them, aruIis there any sort 'of -how much longer can these people go on withoutsome sort of 
food assistance?' ". 

ASSISTANT SECRETARYTAFT: J can start with that. We are still seeing people come' 
put, as 'you know - the people who just came to ,Macedc;mia withiIi the'past day or two ~ .. they've 
been wandering around from village to village inside of Kospvo..They are not suffering from ' 
m3.lnutrition, but they are weakeIied by the lack of a regular' food supply. ' 

• • I • • - • 

We think ,this UN mission thatwas discussed and the assessnientsthat the JCRC Will b~ abl~to 
" , ' ',provide will give us, more oia clue on this. Still, it can't be good because there's been no " " 

, , regular'food delivery for the'KosovarAlbanians since March,23. "So we'think it's quite", 
difficult But agafu, we haven't seen mass starvation; we haven't seen people reporting that 
they couldn't get. out or their relatives couldn't get out because they starved to death. Butwe 
think: it is very serious. i " ' . ' 

, " , Thank you. ). 
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CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES 
.. . .' . 

. ... St~ovac rRdUgee'Campat aGIance 
. Macedonia" 

" : 

Population: 18,000 to30t POO (populatiO)1 fluctuates depenrung onanivals and hUmamtariSn 
".. evacuations) .... .. . . - ',... 

", . 

.Camp M3.nageItt~t:Cathotk RdiefServi~ in coopCrarlon with lmHCR . 
. " - ',,: ..,.. ' ..' '" . 

iFood LOgistics & Distribution; CatholicR.ellefServi~ ~dWFP 

TraciJlg ofSepara~d FaInily.Meinbers: ... .....:.. , .: ...... . 
The Red ,Cross CompoUnd .contains. tents' for the 'following services:.' . ' , ," ... '.' . ',. .. . 
.1. FamilY Reunio~ for Children and ~~ble peopl~ (ICR<:). .' . " . 

,:·ICRC will'ttacC separated f.unlly mem.berS in cases involving cb..ild.reD. (under 18)' or .. ... 
. . :vulnerable people(haD.dkapped,severely ill. etc.). Reunifications take place between cunps. 

-, within Mao;donia and abrOad. . ' . 

. : . 2~·. . Red Cross 'Messages . . ..'. .' ..'. . . . .... ' 
.' The Red Cross sends IIlessages for tdUgees to people mother camps, WitliliiMacedorua or
abroad. ...:.. .... 

3~ '. Macecr~n.iail·Recl CroSs Uac;ing" .' .. '.. ." .... . . 
. The Macedonian Red'Cross traces people arid facilitates reuniiiciti~n Within. ~ps. . 
. .,' ", .' .; ",;, .. , '. ",' ": 

Hedi:h:: Medechu Saris FrontiereS•.Gennan ~Cro~, Taiwanese·Hospital. DOC1:ors.ofdte World.
(psyc;ll(rsocial)" ..' . .... . . .... .. 

. _.' ": I , .' " .'. ',',. " :,........ ' . 


. . ' ·Conim.w:iltjrSerriees: International Catholic Migration Commiss~on~ Catholic Rdie£ServiceS; . 
". -Mercy O>q,s lllterDa.tional. om.D:t; U~cef,IsraeliYouth' Council .... . . . 

.'" Warer:·· Oxfam. 
,,' "" ' .. 

'S~tation:. InternarionalResrue Comini~ 

SecUrity: . LOcal authorities . 
.. '. " . . ;.' .'. , 

....•.... H~lUgb.ts:· '050; 
- " . ','" " . 
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'. CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES .' 
npS!UKS 48, CKonje, MAKEAOHl4JA . Pra!ka 48,Skopje, MACEDONIA. 

nOWTeHCKa a,qpeca: IT. ¢lax 882, nOWTa 2 .. ' Mailing Address: P.O. Box 882, Po!ta 2 
CKonje; M,a,KEAOHt4JA '. .. :' Skopje, MACEDONIA .. 

. .Ten: (389..91) 365-129·.· . Tel:: (389-91) 365-129: '. .: 
- '. ¢laKe: (38g.;.91) 365;.058 . . .. Fax: (369-91) 365-058 . . 

. ·KATOnW..IKt4 :cnY>KSt4'3A nOMOW·· • 

" '."; E·~I: crs.u.net.com.mk . .E-mail: cis@unet.cC)m.mk 
.Z,:;, ,,:,,' 

.'J1le OveJ:Sea.~ Relief and .Deveiopme~t Agency 'of the United S~tes Cattt0licCoflference
....•......•..,•. . . ..:. .. 

" ., . 

mailto:cis@unet.cC)m.mk
http:38g.;.91
http:H~lUgb.ts


~ofU_S;~O~iP~AssistaJlCe, .... 
, . . . DJSaster AsslS1aace Response Team . ~ . 

~!fJ .•.... 
::..'. ,,;.; 

I' 

.. 
" 

" 
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,'HuminitarianrespottSe StOries: Ameri~ NGOs,'lntenlationalMedicaJ Corps, ... ' .' ..•. . 
. . ,lDtemati0nall\csaJc CoIIlJIlittec.·Catholic BClief'Sernc:es".and Men;yCatpS lntCrnauotUd 

,... ·Oeileral:. Allaftba abdve agenciC8 had emerg~. bJmumitarian rcl\efoPel~ans in ' . 
.', .K'osow prior to the'~.. ' 'flley irilquic::ldy used their ~ and technical '., .'.'. Rsourc::es to the emerge~ needa iaMa.c:edoDi&. . ' . . '., ' . 

" .." . -, 

. " ;"', . . . \ ·. ,!et!nlatijital !f!sIiSaI c'lria~' -. .' -'Ro, lAs Ali... 

.. 
. ,.,' 

.•.. IM:Cw'tbeollly asem;ywith:24 .hour.~ durulg thetKmiet'~ at'bOth the' . 

. ',' Blace bolda-BRa ~the Janice border~ssins~ This Co~C<mtinue8~'At Blace,'•... 
,.-during the heigbtOfthecrlsis when tbere'wereapproxim8tely~,OOO refugees blocked iD . 

,"'IiO-imm7 s.... bLad ~ the ~ajuuid. Serbian border.1MC WaS the ODIY... , '':' . 
.: ." .·emer&eneYmedica1RSPonSe ag4!ncy.: During a 10-dayperiod. IMCaccessed~iDan·s" . 

. ' :'.:" . · . 'Lmd to 0Yri.GUate a:ad .~' qv.S.OOOpeople tor ~. d.ehyd.r.ldioa. 8:a.d ~tber . 
CriticallnediQ81 issues.. . !Me .maintained stretcher-bearer teams 10 evacuate these people" 

· . ,totmee IMCsta1fedemergaicy tf&ed c(~, J:'Ml:; estabtishedJOnger-tc::ml aeaau.eta: 
.• , . '~es 1D..'leats ~me boI'da"'1br' e1daty a.n4.V\1laerable td\lgt::e3 1.:0 'll1.abl1b;~ 1.h\:lI' . 
~priortp~tO~ ,. . . ., ...,.. '" 

.' .Camps 
I 

.. ': 

.' . ~ 

••. ~ B~saoitatiOd'~tkmswete.reac;hing '~dime~ODS due· to the..•.' . 
ownxoWdIng and backup.-t the bOrdt:r. IRel1lpid1yrespol1ded by senditlgin . 

· .CODS,tiucdon tcmDs to4ig pit~ const1u,tt 'basic,priVlWybuuLlI$ and 1.at.riD.e plates. , .' 
. arid ." . rdU ;" Wockte,miS M:deal with' the·sanitaticmprob~ IRe alsO artao,e.d 

.. '. ' for ~crSf:betrucked to the bardet and distributed water containers tofiuni.li~ . 
. <blocked ~~7S laitd".:' . " . t '. -.. .'. .. 

"', . 

. '," ; .. 

. , ··IRe~amongthe,'first~OOsto.a senoUs m8nagent~mlein camps in . 
, , :' ~oniLTheirleadetshipin c:olD5tr1lCting latrines (over1000 to date in,both .' 

~tAn1cllVSlr. t *"d '2ca.~R) hu h~lI)ed.prevent seriOQS 'PUblic hea1thtbreats in these . 
, .' '.",..::"". . : . .- '. ':', : ..... . . '. .~-. . '. . 

i· ',,< 

'.. -.

,'.:. ',' :." . " 
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Otnce ofU.S~ Fon:igQ~Ass:istan~ . 
Disaster Assistance RespoIDSe Team 

, . 
• 1 

'" .' • ". : .,', ,. • • '., ~ , . ' • - \ • '" r ~' •• ' • • ..:..., '.'.. • 

. crow.ded (~omi. mers em~. fim"ble engin=ing ~erveJJtions have been '. . 
.' indispensable i:nbotli ~' . '. . . .'. .' ..' camp . 

" . ,; 

'.' .HQ, BaIdmore,MD .. 
, . . "'. ',' :..: -: 

, "',

BaRtec~: I .' 


,,' , "" 

caSest3bnshed an em~cY food dum"blJtion in coopenmon wid. a1ocal~: .'. '" 
· . NOO~·El HiialiQrfuod' disbibutiOil iDf:o"IJD..man~s 'land"'•. Tbis was the.only. Sou:rceol 
'..' food tor ~exbausted refbsee~ many'otwhich traveled for 3 . .;.5 days.paorto· . 
. ' arrivUIg.at BJace where they abto ~ trapped for up to ~ days•.These distnDutians.. ' '. 

.' 

clearly sayed lives. " .....•.•. •. .'. '"-::': .' . . '. .... 
: " 

, .• 1', •• ' '; :" 
... ", .. s":'". " ,Camp. . 

· ,': ' " . : '.' .'. -,·L, . . , '.,', ,.., .... , ,'. " .. " ',.... , " '. 
· . CBS is tbelead.NGO at Stlnkovac 1 'Camp. This camp. was rapidly OODstrud:ed withthc'assiseanra QrNATa. W-1fhin2 days.." DvI:r 20~OOO nmlpeS 8nived.,·with 1lO system of .< 

· .' food.distributiotJ, mediCal care. and. other ~ semce8. CllS. tuisstatred this amp
'. . .. " 

fb,r tim.e,24 hours a day since its·i'DceptioD iii arfy ApnJ. The outputs OCtflis efIilrtwas 
t .': ..':' 

· rapid iegistratian of'refiJ.sees.· establiab.m~ ofdistn1mtioit systems.. and iDtema1.0~ o~ 
· • camp throushthe.organization oC~1witeer remgee tepreseutalives.~·cOmnn:ttiity··~~~l~f~ 

leade:rs.;· CRS. as lead 19eJWy b~'Pt0vide4 the leadership for <1L coordinated response to 
".", .... 1heeme"lenCYDeedso~tfis popuI~ '. .. . . .' 

, " :.,. '.'" 

. ' ''1 ' 

..'.MerqCGrp!'mt!mit;", . UO, PgrtJpd. ·OR. . 
. '. ' 

'.. Mci is 1he~_y~~ois(meims eauq,;Assucfl,MOwasahIetO pre-- . . ( 
· posltion fucd ind .esseotial·supp1ies prior'to tbe 'anivaJ.ofrefbp;&.· and io.q~ '. ..•... . . 
.provide reCeption andeSs~' services to.exhausted refugeeS.' MelhaS been iucredtoly .. 

. .~ in. Camp Clq)Msion' issUe&'·' Incoo~with the UNHCR..s. 'dlD ...... '.•.... 
'g~ent ofMacedouia; MCI sUrveyed adjaQeutJand, oo~ loca11aad holdeni and 
.' .goVerm.1umt. offici$.. m;Ad:pushed ahead~·aa.ting more space to allerviatemtical ': ' . 

. .. bonfC(~:· . . .. . .... 

,'. ". ' . . < .. 

'. '. 
. ' \' ..•... ';'[
'.. .\.' '.' 
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CATHOLIC REL1!EFSERVICES 
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.Catholic Relief Services ~ founded in 1943 by. the catholic Bishops.of the united" 
'.. States to assiSt the poor and disadvantaged outside the cowitry·in the following ways: . 

• .by respondiitg·to '1cti;ms ofnatUral tlild lllan-made disasters; .' 

• by providing assiStanceto·the poor·tO alleviate" thclr mediate needs; 
. ',' .. ' , ' '. .', '.' 

•. .': pY sUppO~ self-help pro~which mvol~e.people· and co~unities' in thek OWIl.; 
developmen,t;. .. . 

.' •. ·by helpingthoseit serves to restore and preserve'.the4' dignity andtOrealiz~ their' .
. potential; . ' . ' . .. .. 
, . . 

.,' .by cqllaboratmg witb. teligious and non-~~ persOns and· g,:ou.ps orgoodwin in 
... pro~ 'srui"in'ojects whiclicqntribute to a more equi~le society; . . 

, . ..' .' -, . . , ' 

• by helping tbeducaie;th~'~erican People to fulfilltb.clr moriu reSpOnsibiliti~ in 
. '. . alleviating human suffering, removing its causes andprcimOting socialjustice. , . 

. . ' , , , , , . ,. ' . 
," 

CatholicRelier'Servicesgivesassimnce'bas~d on need, not nice or nationality .. 

'. C'RS.£.n.tJte,B~. 
" .,CRS haS been o~ting' in the ~gion foreighf. years and has developed an extensive 
.. ~ork ofprimary and satellite offices. . . . " . . . 

,-:' ' 

. . '. 1,991- CRS.MacedOriia (Skopje) , ',' 

, : 1992~,CRS CroejUi*.:.{Zagreb) , : 
'. 1993~CRS Kosovo (Prisiina)' , 

"' .. 

1993- CRS Bosnia.and HercegoVina·"': (Sarajevo). 
1994-·CRSFRY (Belgrade).., 
,199S~ CRSAlbaDia. {Tirana).' . 
1997- tRsBillgaria (Sofia)" 

. . i998- CRS,Moiltenegro:(pOdg()rica). 
· 1998~ CRS Kosovo~) , :'.. . 

1999-CRS Albama (Fier, Durr~:Eibas~Kukes) , 
. . . . ".. ", . 

' .. 
". 

· .. satelliteoffic~ iii KniD, K2rlovaC, Osijet '.' .' 
.. lI!t. satellite ofticei.d~ MoStar, zeni<:a,;Banja Lub 
',. " - . ': -

, ' ,..,. 
" ,; .. : 

, ",", . ': ' 

. \ 
KATO/I~HKL!1 C.i1~6L!13AnOMOlD .. CA"rHOLlC.RELlEF SERVICES . 

.. npawKa 48. C~onje, MAKE,QQHL!1JA '. Pra&ka48, Skopje. MACEDONIA· 
· " nOWTeHCKa SAPeca: n. ¢lax 882. nOw'ra2 . Mailing Address: P.O. Box 882. po&ta 2 

• '." . CKonje. MAKE,QOHL!1JA . :' . .' . . ·.Skopje; MACEDONIA . .' 
; .. ·.Ten: (3S9-91) 36S-129 .: ..' '. ·.Tel.:(389~91) 36S~129·. . .. 

.' . ¢laKe: (3S9-91) 365~058 . '.. '.' Fax: (389~91) 365~058' . . 

. E~mall: crs@unet.com:ink . . E~mail: crs@unetcom.mk. . 


: ',. '. "­

·Jbe Oven.ea.<; Relief and'DevelopriIent Age~cyof the Unit~d states C~olic Confererice 
" ,',' ,.'" I ",.,,', ". ' 

,;: ' 

i . 
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http:g,:ou.ps


,':' 
". ', .. , ­

.rrr. : . 

.\j~ 
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..... Established ill 1991, CRS: Maced()nia bas ~ an iritegIal part ofhl.1Il1aititarfan respoIlSe 

.'. in the Federal Republkofyugoslavia,.MaCedonia and Albania. . 


. . . . '. . . ~. . 
.. 

.eRg Macedonia ~vided fiDancial aridadIniIlistrati~~sUppoit toemergen~y and .'..' 

.deVelopment programtningmKosovo until. the. evacuation in March 1999.' . 


'.' ,'. • . • ."'! • • • .: • , • . .. .'. :"',' -, , 

fu resP~Iise ~ the kve.of~fug~8rri~from Kosoyo~ CRs, 'in GOUaborati~nivith... 

. ';Cantas"Inteinatiorialis (CI),was first.involved with 'boriler iesponse; Teams worked . 


. around the clock tObring \V8te1' andJood to the over 30,000people waiting to .~~ 

.. Macedoirla inthe first wave ofrefugees. . . . '., " . . 

. . . - . ' .. 
~ ~. . 

Since 6A.prll, CRSlCI'has becm respbnSibl~ for the !nmiagement-ofthe:Iafgest refug~e' 

camp in Macedonifi; Sienkovacl. .The popUl~onofthe camp tluctuates fi'om 18,000 ton 


. '. 30,000, depending,upon arrivais and voJuntary humanitarian evacuationS. . ..' . 


CRS/CIis also proytding food for the .98IDP. Witll thehelpQfbatd~wol'l<fu.g:volunteers . 

from ~ camp,emp.p resident'; get three meals a day. '. . . 


CRsJCIis 8IsorespoD.dingtOth~ needs ofreftlgeesliVhIg With hoStftmilliis~Monthiy.· 

rations offlour, beans and oil are distrlbutedto over '90,OOOindividu8lS throughout the" . 


. country•. Aware ofthe economic burden placed on the host families tbemselVe~ CRSis·..' 

djStIibliting mon~y .rationstO at least 15,000 hostfamili~s as w~ll as the r.~fugees. . 


. . 
CRS and Caritas Ge:tInany are contributing $1 million towardS. a Parent School 

Partnership ProjeCt (PSP). 'PSP is w9rking to build an und.erstmlding ofcivil society. 

.ThiS project will target cOnlm~ties With high numbeisofrefugeechildren and host. 

fainilies.IsQlatedMacedoniatl connnunities will abo be included. . . . .. 
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KATOllt.14KI!1CllY)K61!13A nOMow . CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES' 
npSWKa 48. CKonje, MAKEAOH14JA . . . Pr8~ka48, Skopje. MACEDONIA. 

nOWTeHCKa 8Apeca: n •. <J)ax BB2;nOWTa 2 . Mailing Address: P.O. Box 882. Po§ta 2 
. . . CKonje, MAKEAOHI!1JA' , . Skopje, MACEDONIA. . 


..' . Ten: (389-91) 36S~129· . '. . . Tel.: (389-91) 365-129 . . 

.' <J)aKc: (389-91) 36S-0§.8 . ·Fax: (389-91) 365-058 

·E-mall:·crs@unet;com:mk . ", .E~mail:crs@unet.com.mk 

'. ~eOv.;~eas Relief ~d beveI9~ment Agency.of the.Unjied States qath()UcConfeie!1ce .. ' .' 
. .' . . . . " . ' .. . . .. ...-:.....:......... "":..~~.,,~\';!,;,i~,i~;i;. j 

;,'~ '; '; ~ ~'-
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Internationa'l" Rescus",Comrnitte'e '(fRC) , 
'Ivolola Ribar 59~ Palata URI]a Sib Floor OffIceNr.15,SkopJe~ Macedqnia 
, Tel. (389-91) 12712111~7280, ,Fax139133,,' e-mailirc-skp@unelcom.mk, 

'Mission' 

, , '" Founded iii ,1933, the InternatiOIial ResCue Comttrltt~e js the ,leading nonsectuian,v,o,luntary , 

'" org8nization proViding relief, protection 'and resettlemen~,'serVic~s for refugees and "\li~tnns of' 

",~. ~~~sion ~ violentC?nflfct.IRC is committed tofreedpm, fuunan digDity,andseIf-reliance. 
~s conmiitment i~ reflected ~ well~pianned,resett1ement assistance, globalemergenc;' relief, , ' 

rehabilitation, arid~V~CaCYfOr refugees. ',' , ..,~, " " , '~' 
I 

'iR9 has provided ,assistance t?refugees andthe internally;disPlacediii:theregion sfuc~ 1992, as " 
, ", ,'well as he1Pedrebtrlid its war~affected~ommimities. TheiteaSiRC:has and isw~rking~ mclude 

' .•' ." ". ,J' , , . ' 

BOslna,Croatia, Serbi~'A1b8niaM~riteneSro and Kosovo.In FebruaIy of 1997, IRC arrived in 
~. . .' , . ...... . . . 

Kosovo' and since ~ch1998 itbSS provided ~ergen~y ~istaI1cem thiq)roviitce;InMarch'of' 

1~9, thelR.e ~toevacuate as, ~e.cooflictesca1atedmld hundredsoftho~ai1(firofp~pplef1ed '.' 
frOm 'Kosovo into 'neighboIingcountries. IRC staff 'from' the Kosovo proSram,reloCated 'to 

•, MaCedo~a. and continued to pro\lide assistance, to the Kosov~ poprilanoO: now~ed refugees. 


,,"To date 'it is estim~ted th~t close to.750,000 men,woniedand chil&en have left,K~sovo, f1~g , 


, Violence anddeStruciion in tI1eir communities. Thotisands more ~beli~ved.to betmppedwitbm ' 

','" - '.' , ," . . . 

, ProjectPu'rpose " 

.,., ,,~C'sobjeCtivesin'¥~edo~ are' to' ensure the healthalid \veU-being of.Fefugees froni KO$oVO 
. ' .. . .. ' , , .' '"'." . 

, as\Vell, as to assist,;Macedoniain coping mtb. 'the' additional' Qurdenofhosting' hllfidreds of. 

fuousan~' of refugees, throughpublic,h~~th, waterandsaclmrlon and,communit)"he81th" 

programs. 

;; .. 

, BeneficIarieS 

,As' ofMay 'l2,'atotalof231,200 refugees lirigered in refugee caIn~$ or lived with host ,fiimilies ' ' , 

. withinMaC~onia., iRc's bentificiaries include a total ,of49,200 refugees in 'thre¢camps.Asnew ,., 

projects areapprove4,the benef!.ciarie~ are, :~xpected to include an additio~a1~O,OOO ~efugees ' 
~" , ',,' , , , 

-', . 

. .' 
,! 

-I' 

::" " <.' ,I 

http:beli~ved.to
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, Staying with host fan:rili,esin Macedonia as well as up, to 2s(},000 Mac~dOlrians living in the' .. 

Communities that ,aCcommodate the refugees. IRCworks:withrefugeesin the following c8mps: 

, NeprOsteno (pop.'~7,~OO as of5/11/99)" Stenkovec I (pop. 22,200 as of S/l1J9~))":Stenkovec n 
, (pop. 19,500 as of5/11/99) and will likely begin working in the :~ewly-e~abnshed Cegrane 

" refugee camp (pop. 30,600 as of5/11199). ' , " " , 

~or.rific stories of rap~,ril'urderand'~olence abound and the destructlonof:hoIIles; public and' 
" , .' " . , . . . . 

, ,ci~c, iDfrastructure ,'in Kosovo indicate, that the, people,' of Kosovo' will' need the, help pf the , 

, 'international COJllJllunfty for months perhaps eve~ yearS tocqme~ The 'h~st coixunuInti,es in 

~ni8, ,an econ~rirlcany tto~bled countty,will ,aIsOneedforeign'~sistance to cope, with the, ' , ' 

effect Ofsuchalarge~ intluxofpeOple;, ' ' '" ' 

'" " 

'.':rro~eCt ActivitieS 
, ,.~ ,," 

IRCprovides emergency public: health assistance in' three ~fugee camps. In Neprosteno, IR.c. is " " 

~ "reSponsible for ,emnp ~ement, distributionaf food and ~theressential supplies' such'as ' : 

bIanket,toiletri~,aD.d basichouseh~ld items. To prevent theoutbre&k of epidelIlics; IRe'is .' ' 

,~oDS1;'le' for 'p~bli~'hea1th pro~'mcluding 'installing andmahltaiIling lames aru! water ' 

" stomgetanIci as wei! 'as. setting up Water taps in N~osterio~ In Stankovec ~ ~dnIRe carries out 

, publlchea1.th education and sanitation 'work 
, .' , : .. ' . ",', ", '. , ~ , '. , . 

'> In~ti~n, IRC 'is', preparing ,to establish two communitY health ,centers that Prbvlge 

, co~preheltSive'4ea1~selvi~esto refug~~ 'aswell as the host communitY. This will Uiclude a 
p~~h~-soci~f ~rognuti to h~lprefug~sdem with their trauma· as well as 'a mobile public health·· 
edu~!lti~n o~~ach p~~gram.~ In~dition, UtC ho~s to 'recei~e funding for the dev~lopmen.tofa

, ,',*. " . "', .. "' -.., , " . '... .... .' .' ,'. . 

, procUrement ce1l;.a: Project thaf,\y.illiinprovethecapacity ofhulnaniuman'a~en~ies to_provide,· .. 
: '. . " .' , . . . . . . . ," "'. 

much nee'dec;l.assfstance ~ .. refugees, from Kosovo' as well as .t()stre~gtheri, the Macedonian ... 
. j • • • " • 

econo,niy bycon~entrating oir' localprocuremcltt and pro~iding technical assistance to. '19ca1 .• 
manufactUrers." , , , , :' • . .' . . . 

I, 

. ContaCts:· , 
.. Rob~ TuIner~ CountryDirectOr : .... 

Telephone:" . -+ 389'91139133··:' 
.... FaX· '. +389~1139133, 

E-Mail: ··irc-skP@uriet.com.mk 

"..... "",' 

•.t' ,,': ... 

,1" 
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. .( '. . ~'. ' .MERCY CORPS....., .. 

.·INTERNAno~L. 
,~.... "', . 

.. 
f . .1 

. ':::":' '~' ..:.:':..:.; ::·$D"'m~rY O;M~rcy c~rPs·~·lteliefEft:qfts:.ini\h~ecJonia .. ,., ..... 
• • • ',_ . ' • • _:" _ ..' , ": r '. . '. "". '"'".:"" ' ." • ' 

,". .: \ ' '. . ..' ~ .'; .'., :: ... ~.Bri~fHj~9i.y;·:::·:·:~:·::·:~,.. ,·,,: '. : .":..' 
. . " 

:Mercy' 'Corps~~' bas·.been invOlved miosovci Since JuDe of f993 When abulk flour . 
.prograIJi Was hlstituted to assist social caSeS" Over,the past six y~, Mercy Gorps. haS grown its 

",pro~, its Staff 8.nd its mvolVement. ,Qver25 programstotalin.gover$25 million' haVe b~ 
,inlplemented, benefiting ~ds of thOusands of people. Woddng. throUgh the'MotbU. Theresa .. '.' 

'. . ,Society, the J8igest and oldest indigeooU$ NOo. in<Kosovo, Mercy' Corps' bas, been able to .help -< 
PeQple' and save Uv~s.BU1k fuod,non-food cO~dities,. hygiene parcels, 'food parce1s,' 8gricultUre !: 

,', :' programs, health 'a:Qd tnedical.pro~ whiterization pnigninis and civil Sockrty prograins have aU , 
:';".: .:been:~panof~;¢orps'·~fforts fu.assisi those 1e~':t.brlunate~... . .. ':. :.: .. '; " .. : .. ".: :':.';' .' 

, • ',~' " " ~'" ...." , . ! . , ", '..,'. , ". • ',".'., ; .,.' " .' .'.;:' .,: • • .' , . 

".. ' ... ' . ~.•n, Mercy'CorPs' haS also been involv~ m' s~~Mo~;'~.~ ~edonia
.' <,: .'~ .. o-verthe past six years. Bu1k. fuod and nOn-food coinmodity'Pf,'OgraDlS, feeding progfarrisand'civil . 

. .... ' Society progmms have allbeen implemCnted to assist the people.ofthese CQunt:ries.· Mercy Corps· :'. 
.'.;,' -:'intCmds;toStay involved in these C9~S, inadditionto:KOsovo; inmleffbrt t9 bring 1asting:peace: .' 

...... ····:-and ",:..l.:ut... the 'lkim .' . .> .~: :.' ; ....... ~~~.1.to .&. :s.. , . 


.:.,' ,.. S~~:Ctu"p:..·., ;,.::, : . 
. ~Q,rP~·~'~:m8Dagingthe.~enokos~e~'~T~vo~Go~.· The 
. Camp..curreittly:Ju~uses 2,600 refugees bUt is expected '~exp~ to, ahnost9,QOO in the coming

" ,·wedcs. '·Oui .actiVjQ(isfoC1is onoVeran <:amp iruinagemeIJt,. filed'distn'bUtion '8n4 selected social ' 
'. . ". ~CeS..UNICEF provides educatioDal Services to ~~:whilet)Ocl6rsoftbe World proVides , 

. . bea1th~s ari4 SolidariteprOVides._~ apd: ~ftation seivic;es.' .'. ' . " 

... . '•.........'
">~~,i,;. ..•........•.,'. •. ...\ .....,.>. '. 

','..;' .... ,:. :TI:)e ~it qampSt ~ border,B1ace,.is cul:re¢J.y ·cO;.~ by Meicy:CoIpsand Actiot;!-Against . 
/.':. : H¢lgei:''(J\AH)~·'WhiJ,e.:Mercy COqlS~eSttre·oYenln.:ac$itiesQf~camp~AAlI minages the . 
:,,:, ,.. :':" 'ib6d::8p~rno~~o:d ;diSth.1iIiiioiL· the cliniphas' a 2~72hour.in~tr8nSit": po~ioil'of ·anywh~ .. " " 

.; ....,' .. "'." :.:.:<'.. :'-.... "'b~'S<)Oand 10,000 at. any given ~.~lace is:the fim:p.0fut(irc~·refQgees,baveWith...· 
.. ./ ',> .. Macedoniabefo~beingassignedare:fuge~·camp!: . .,'., ". : 

::,.~;,;:.;::::~.;:;::;}.;':}: .<:~.':';.' "'~" "'.::·:·~r::.,::·:';· '.. :':'. ,..:.:-; .<:" ". :.::;",:. '" "<.'..:':.' ..•. " .,. 
:,.';:':.,': ","":1':) ;'. ..' :' AiSlStariCe to RqugeesSttiyiJig With Host FtIIIIilies" '.' .. '., .:::., ' 

~t~~~~~;;~:,:·:'i:c:~~~~~~:.&~;~·.W~;:%~7~~ •. '" .•' 

'., '. ;.".;:', .. ,' .. ,..,.:. ··:~~Ces ·~theMaeed9~Red·CrosS, ~C~'is:supplying t1our~ :veg~!e 'oil, beans,': 

:::;. '. ,.steepingj>adS, blai1kets,;woinen'S andchildi-en;s slloesand:socksaDd ldtc:~.sets." Many Qftlrese.: :., 
. . ... ,: ,.' .;:,:.~ are pro~ locally,. benefiting the local economy., . .,.. " . :" ............ '" ',. : 

." .. ',," . ' .. "'. ' . . 

",- .. , . ....' 
• . ..••".. ~ . . • ..' . , • • . :i!;t 
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·SocioJ.}Jobili:.alionProgr~ . . 

·Underthe.~ ofMercy Corps·' niOOicat officer. asocial mob_ion prograIn.1S uDderway in 
one ofthe largest.refugee camps, Brazda.'f'be progl'amaims to help the more than 25,000 refugees 
living in this camp identifyand provide for so~. of their. own health; sanitary and recreational . . 
needs.' Under the· program, the camp'is divided into clusters and refugees from each cluster are 
ideritifiedto .provide leadership and empower their fellow residents with infurmation and advocacy. 

. In. addition, .an infan(care prograpi is being c,?Jiducted at both Brazda and· Senokos,. providing a 

·~tIter/infant friendly" eilvironniem; ·health·.education .and training· to mothers. Mothers· learn.· 

· ~ut~per breast feeding, diarrhea aDd care fur new~ms. . . 


.. KIlk trir4 Cheese AssiStance . 

mOrder to.Provide refug~ Vlith a ttmre ·baIaDced diet,··Mercy Corps is'pro~ fi:eshmUk and ..,. 
: . cheese to the refugees .ijving in the camps.. ThiS program has the· added· beIiefit ofprovidiilg Io.cal?l . 

... • producers 'of these produetswith:aDew market and cash .m.tUSiODS into the economy and hits 
received acco1adesfromcamp·mariage.rs mhefugees alike.· .. . 

. . ," . 

····AdHocl~·':··.,·· ...... . 

· . M~Corpshasupd«taken'Several ad bocinitiatives With a varieiy ofdonors in Our reliereffbrts. 

.LDSCharities from the US has serit hygiene ldts,food parcels, soap; clothing and blankets for •. 

· distrl'bution tbrough Mercy' Corps. Iri addition, they are providing fresh foods to ·the camp . 


population in Senokos•.. The American Friends SeIv:iceCommittee. is proViding pillows, hygiene 

· . kits, clothing andsoap~ Other orgaDizatioDS have contn'buted both money and commodities~. . 

~(dimds haVe been used to purchase smaller quantities ofneeded food and nOn-food items .m 


··an effort to plug gaps·whichcan and do exist in the commo4itypipeline and to assist organizations 

· WbiCbhave. contacted'Mercy Corps. ... . . . . .. . 


The Reium ' I . 
, <, ,.,. 

· . While ··MercyCorps :respOnds to the~~~ 'of refug~eS·in.MaCedoni8,¥ercy Corps .. 
•. co~s to look to the return. toKosovo.Wbena peaCe agreement is finally reac~d, Mercy Gorps· . 

. . .. '. will.be ready to.retUm·with the re~ees. .Amu1tifud~ ofcorilmOditresandtasks will. be needed· and . 
.. undertaken ii1 order to rebuild Kosovo and MercY-Corps intends to be the.re.. MacCdoniaandits 
· . induStries and busineSses Will.be .a key playerm this effort SupplyiDg much needed commo(ljties.· 

· and labor to rebuild KoSovo. . ... .. . . . ::. . 
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· 'The Komar rdugeeSface' inultiple chaIl~ges, both preseDtly andiIpon their be .'.. '. 
· .resettlement in ,countries around..the wor1d ICMC is supporting their present needs, while 
"..addressing th~ imminenta4justmenis to n~~ languages and societie&.·.· . . 

". '., , " 

: Colmmmity Seryiees ." .'. '. . '. '. " .' '. ."'., . '. . .'. . . 
In an.effort to 'offset the uncertainty oftheir ~ ICMC provides'a measure' ofnomiaIcy 
to th~ refb.gees t1irough its Commimity Servicea .' 

wOmen met chndren are sufierlng p8rticutar CtiflicUtties nOm (heii-emotional t1:aum8.., .. 

. . .,.' Missing SOlis; ~bands and fathers leave a mDur~i:fulgap aInong family units; women have, .. 


·.·confroD.ted the threat ofrape and be~gs; and, toinnomtheir homes imd communities, the 

.. ' .... KDsOvars need solace as the aftermath olthese eventS sets in. ..' :' . .... " 

. r, . ,'.~' ' • 

.wltliin tents located throughout the. camp, ICMC has set lip COllllliillritycentels or "odas,?; 
•'. anAl}Janian term. fbr "a room in'a house fur 8athering.."··Here, wOmen find ~ to cope 

.' . with their experiences through socializing'and talking in support with one another... . . .. . , 

.' .YoungeT girlspractice:tniditionals1d1ls ~ch as Sewing imdembroidery.WItb..a focus On
'. ·their :futaD:e ~ they also stUdy English and other langitage& .~~~;~:~l~i~' 

"', ~ .. .... 

Children gath~ to play sports; sing songs aUld recite poems. They study art and dfawing. 
·These lessons are, so popuJar that.each. session fills to capacity and ~ children stand 
•waiting for the next.' ICMC also distiibUtes nOn-food items such as toys indchildren' s clothea.· .' '.. . .' 

, .,'. : . . . , 

. '. .P~1eofati~geS areaccepti1ig the' services Qfa'~arber.shoP," a private area Secuoned off. 
,,\ 

. . ' by a pfuetarp. The refugees enjoy chess and checkers, though perhaps basketball most ,of . 
.. ' :au. They play on a makeshift court atanhow.:s ofthe day; ~ fact, some have been seen 

.pla'yingat 4:00 AM in t:Jte .. ... . 

Vu1n~ble P~SODs' .' " .'.. .' .... '. : . 
. . I~Cwe1conleswlnerable persons and aU those in need ofdaily care witlPn the refugee. 

pOpulation • StenkoVac L .... :.. .' ..•. " .... '.' . '. . ..... 

~Inp~,ICMCshekstheelderlywho are alone and unable 10 care for themselves, . 
'. '.' .youth WithOtlt; amInily; thephysiC3lly and.IIientally disabled: and traumatized victims; 

• ,".,' , ..: i - . - • '.1 ..i;· . "..."" ,', '~'."'" .:" ", 

'," " 

. ;''. ," . 

· Geneva Office: . Mad!donla Office; 
.'37-39 rue de Veimont . .91000 Skopje 

'. 1211 Geneva 20, SY.1tzeftarid Macedonia 
·JeI.(4122} 9191020 Tel. (38991) 164m . 

'.. Fax (4122) .9191048 . . :# . Fax (38991) 164S02 
',', . 
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even: as '~ newb9rr1:signifi~s .the 'resili~n.ce of ·hop~;a-f,ewselfles.s ' 
Am~ricans give :their time and their hearts to Kosovo's refugee~ .' '. . 

.; . . . . . .'. " .' , '~ .' . '. . .' 

. .: ,',' " , " 'HiS ~isAmerika~:a';;d:~h-b;s'~i.1ith' ~May6 neaT: " 
", Fort Db:~NJ~~::where re(ugee.s froin1(~ovo' begqn'arriVing, ~' 

.' , 
" ' 

" th~ mqi.th~ the'healthy baby 'boy htis beCQ1nf1 a,~olpr, ' 
'. .' '~..' '<hopelliufdelit/eranpi;"We feehafe here/" says tbe,infanf..s fq­

',' th~ N4;m,Karaliju~2,8" a:faiirrer,who says he and his'pr.eg­
.ndnt iuife~,Leln6e~21; hadonly,mjnUtes topackbe{rWe S'm.b. ,', 

, .', '~~' 
.' 
"f 

: ,'J ' . soldiers lor~d., thetn. ~br!ar.4 jziJUs ,and)ear;e; TbeKi/J,ra#;. , ' 
, .'. ~ '. . ' h~tOrBtUmhome.But~naudli ':aretbe L.:,.~.:' ;',', !US ,"""'" ,',' , ".' /.""" .ey , ""'-'J. ones; 

{'thoUsimdS mOre reinain in.~s In the BiZlka1is, inihe eare' '. 
, . ofi~rreliefag~:PEopui1iiSiied th~camp$'tQ ',' 

talk td Ameri~nswh()rire.tbere fC; help. '" ",' 
. . ' • !. . 
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His busl",ess noW: savinglves: 
In the tlny Albanian hamlet of :Zogaj, just 
across the border from Kosovo; ~rry Hes- " 

',elius walks among scores ofrefugees pausing 
, in theirtIek from their embattled homelan,d. " 
He offers £ood to a Y0:!Ittg woman, nine' 
m.Qriths pregnant:, who,is sitting on the' gro1md ,,', 
with,her two young children, her blank ~ , 
pression bespea.kW.g thetra:uma' of her des:' ' , ' 
perare flight.~ "1 pray ~egularly that my heart 
never gets $0 tough that I cari't ~wIlen lsee 
that," says Heselius; 66. ' ",,'. ',: " , ' 
, . 'For six y~~, lIeseliu~ex'7bl.JSfueSs- , ' 


, man who has run some 23 intem.ational' 

,cQmpaitieS--haS brought8.iQ.toKosoVo~s eth- " 

~cAlbariians. Directing the i:egional,o~r-: 


" 	,ations of the Ghri~an charity Mercy Corps 
Intemational, foUnded by Pat Boone and 
-funded in part by the U.S. Agency for Inter­

,:naoonalpevelopment (U.S• .AIl)}, he ran a' 
' , network that:distrih'p.ted food and supplies' , 
, " to 17Q,000: people undl Mar~h 24, when ' 

NAT,O' bombing began and he was ~ng
theIastAIn~~to flee the province. ,',:, ',,' 
' : :' HeSelius, who with wife Nell, 66; haS foUr . 

t, adUIt'cb11dr~ spent 33 yem'overseas' de- ' 
. ·veloping corporations, and, setting up 
•. computer systemS from Vietnam to Etbiopia. 


Then iIi 1993 he answered an ad to clliect· 

~ CorPs' Kosovoopeiatio& Now'.heis. 

~ a Senokos, ¥acedoriia, ~p'fpr, 


. 8,000 teiugees."In'theend,"says~1l$, , 
,'~ born-again ~ti3I4 "it ,comes doWn ~o' 
" 	"this: How can·you be effe~",e in, sO,meope", 

, eIse~s life?"· " " : ':..' .. 

Anew life; a n~w purpose', , 
, . Four years 'ago, stuart McNeil decided 

he had had enough of the corporate life ' 
as a sales director for the Hilton hotel 

,'iD. his hom~own, State College, Pa. "I 
was 31 at the tiine,and everyone was 
saying, 'You're crazy, you have a good 
job,''' he says. Blit McNeil 'Was se.dous. 

, He joined the Peace Corps and went to 
, Albania, where he was later hired by 
Catholic Relief Services in Tirana in 
1997; Even ,though he has been in the 

•country long enough, to begin learning 
itslanguage-andto become engaged to 
his Albanian language teacher, Sona. 
Hoxhaj, 23-McNei1; like evetyone else, 
was -taken by surprise by the sudden 

. throngs of Kosovar refugees. "One day I 
a camp will call up and ask for foodfor 
500 refugees," he says, "and the next 
day there's 1,500 at the camp." I1i 

, , 
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An~ doctor gets donn 10 work' " 
, While studying medicine at Stanford, Sheri Fink 
, 'dated a man who knew little' about Hitler's 
, campaign of geno.cide~Fink, whO.is Jewish, de~ " 
, cided to promote awarenesS of that chapter in his- " 
, tory by volunteering at the Holocaust Center of 
Northern Califoriria. Learning tbat'Several ethnic , 

'. ,groups in the Balkans are targets of persecution 
today, she worked to publicize their plight. "It , 

, would have been hypocritical,~ she says, ~not to 
be paying attenti~nto other people being killed 

" forth~ religion." , • ,,'," " 
, True to her commitIrient, Fink, 'now 30; went 

, offto the Balkans the day after she became a. doc- .. 
tor on March 29. There, she administered, first 
aid to refugees in Macedonia. "There is group 

· fear and m,ass hysteria," she said above theelin of , 
refugeeS croWdirigagainst the steel barriers out­
side a makeshift clinic at a border crossing • 
. "Everybody is Crushed together, anel people are' 
fainting, dropping like flies." ., , " . 

· , . "After spending a month gathering infonnation ' 
'about human rights abuses for the Boston-based 
Physicians for Human'Rights, Fink returned to 

.. 	the U.S. ,on May 2. If her parents; attorney Her­
· schel Fink, 58~ and. charitY worker Annette; 56, 
of West Bloomfield, Mich., had their way; she 
would s~yhere. But, Sheri maireturn to the:, . 
Balkans, this time to research a book on doctors' 
and war. "She weighs 95 poUnds," says Susannah 

. . 	Sirkin, deputy director of Physicians for Human 
Rights; "but she's all" energy." .. , , ", ' 

! 
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. ."'II..,.cry 0ft,I". every case' . 
. . When ~e used to race motorcycles in her 20s, 
. Chalon Lee leamedto react quickly to trOll ­

b~ "In a lOt of.dimgerous situations," she says,· 

"survival is haviAgarefle~ action sorted out. 


. ·ahead of time so you knowhow you're going. 

to respond." ... .. . 


.... smce then, Lee,·44, has honed thOse reflexes, 
.. aiding civilians in violence-afflicted countries 
from Rwanda to BOsnia. Now heading the U.s• 

.. aid group·World Vision in TlI'ana, she is reo. 
.sponsibfu for getting fOod and supplies to.thou­
sands of refugees. "You can't cry over every . 


. case you see," she ~ys. "Otherwise you can't 

help·the people.~ ... .. .. . . .. 
. . Bom in Lou.isiana and r3ised in Atlanta, Lee, . 
it licenSed pilot and accomplished equestrian, 
signed on as aPeace Corps voluhteei: in 1982, 

. working in Zaire and Chad before joining . 
World VISion, where she ran a livestock pra.... .. 

. gram in Northern Mali as the: country. was . 
rcxkedby a C01,1p. "Ididn't Plall it, " she says . 
ofher career~ "I just got in the ~ttem ofwork- . 

:ing in cohflictSituations.". ;. . . 
• '!" •. ' •.. ', " • 

Alife of helping ·leads to the Balkans 
When she was 14, . ar made a list oi'things 
·she wanted to do With her : Climb mountains; jump 
out of an airplane; ·ride a train like a hobo; run a 
marathon. Then she set about achieving each one. "She 
checked them all off," says her mother, Priscilla. 
. But there was one to-do item she couldn'tcheck off 

. and move on from: making a difference in the world. So 
Maynard, 41, has spent 22 years working in disaster 
relief in such places as Tajikistan and Somalia and now 
heads the U.S. government's Disaster Assistance Re­
sponseTeam for Kosovar refugees in Macedonia . 

. Poking her headinto a tent shared by several fami­
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lies at a'sprawling camp near Skopje, she asks about 
. conditions. "We have enough £oild and blankets," replies: 

exhausted refugee Hysen Llazani, 41, "but we need 
showers a..D.d more clothes." Rdying on such conversa­
tions, Maynard and her.teamof 10 assess conditions in 
the camps, recommend funding and give daily updates . 
to U.S. AID in Washington. '. . 

As a Quaker who once spent three months living 
on the streets on the West Coast to better understand· 
the plight of the homeless,-MaYnard believes in being 
a good listener. "You need to know what's going 
on in people's hearts," she says. "Otherwise it just 
becomes a job."Raised in. the Seattle suburb of ~elle-

'-.. .. ,.: .:, . 

vUe by Priscilla, 77; an wst, and eye sm."gecln 
Maynard, 73, Kim has always we1comed.a w,..........'w.lE;..... 

In 1982 she became the first female member UJ.,J.Y..LUJ,,­

tana'~ elite'Smokejumper foiest-fire~fighting:team•. 
"She's pretty unfhippa,ble,". says felloW jumperl<evih:' .' 
Lee, 41. , . ....'. ' ,',. .', . " . 

Indeed, just moments before her Iilarriage to dipt~, ' 
mat AI Charters, 42, last September, in Issaquah, Wash., .: . 
bride and groom parachuted from a plane as guests 
watched frQm the groun~ Charters is ctirrently..sta";· 
cloned in Tlra~ where Maynard ~es him whenever , 
sh~ can. "My philosophy is that you become a' better 
person from experience," she sayS~ :"'. .;. 

Wrltlen by: Tom Fields-Meyer. Bruce Frank8I and PatrtCk Rogers Ileparted bJ; NIna BIddIe, LIz CQrcoran. Joanna Fowler and Pets Hannan In the BalkanS. 
. Alexandra Hardy In Los AngeleS, 11m IIGche In 0rIandb, • BIrIdleck at Fort DIx and Pbyllls KallIs In BosIDn '.' . . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Members of Congress attending 
Macedonia Briefing 

Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX}v 
Sen. Frank Lautenberg (O-NJ) ~ 
Sen. George Voinovich (R-OH) 
Rep. Sheila Jackson-Lee (0-TX) 

Pendillg. 
Sell. BOldoli alllit,", (R-OR} 


