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Marty J. Hoffmann

05/18/99 11:27:63 AM

Record Type: Record

To: See the distribution 1!{8’( at the bottom of this message .

cc o
Subject: MoCs attending FLOTUS Macedonia Brf

Members of Congress attendmg the Flrst Lady Macedoma Bnefmg

Tuesday, May 18, 1999 1:00 PM-2:00 PM:
Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-‘TX)
_ Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ)
Sen. George Voinovich (R-OH)
Rep. Sheila Jackson-Lee (D-TX)

Pending: ;
Sen. Gordon Smith (R-OR) :
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Message Sent To:

Lawrence J. StemlWHO/EOP@EOP
Janet MurgunaNVHO/EOP@EOP
Tracey E. Thornton/WHOiEOP@EOP
Charles M. BrainWHO/EOP@EOP
Martha Foley/ WHO/EOP@EOP
Mindy E. Myefs/AWHO/EOP@EOP
Eli P. Joseph/WHO/EOP@EOP
Virginia N. Rustique/ WHO/EOP@EOP
Janelle E. Erickson/WHO/EOP@EOP
Roger S. Ballentine/ WHO/EOP@EOP
Alphonse J. Maldon/\WHO/EOP@EOP
Dario J. Gomez/WHO/EOP@EOP
Broderick Johnsen/WHO/EOP@EOP
Lisa M. Kountoupes/WHO/EOP@EOP
* Marty J. Hoffmann/WHO/EOP@EOP
Caroline R. FfedricksonNVHO/EOP@EOP
Matthew J. BaancoM’HOiEOP@EOP
Courtney C. CrouchNVHO/EOP@EOP
Joel K. Wiginton/WHO/EOP@EOP
Jade L Riley WHO/EOP@EOP
Thomas D. JanendaMVHO/EOP@EOP
Erica R. Morris’WHO/EOP@EOP
Katharine Button/WHO/EOP@EOP
Laura E. Sch:llerNVHO/EOP@EQP
Brenda B. Costello/ WHO/EOP@EOP
Patricia Solis-Doyle/WHO/EOP@EOP
Evan Ryan/WHO/EOP@EOP
Wendy Arends/WHO;‘EOP@EOP
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! May 17, 1999 " L
; .

MEMORANDUM FOR% HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON,

FROM: " NICOLE RABNER

CC: MELANNE VERVEER

SUBJECT: BANKRUPTCY REFORM

Tomorrow mornirig, Melanne and I participating in a meeting with the President’s
advisors on bankruptcy reform legislative strategy. The President’s advisors are in the process of
devising a plan for the bill’s likely movement to the Senate floor next week. Attached please
find a very preliminary dr:'aft of a strategy memorandum for the President — its bleak outlook
underscores the pessimisr;rl of the President’s advisors about our leverage at this stage.

If your schedule permits, we recommend that you hold a very brief conference call or
meeting with President’s advisors on this issue (Gene Sperling, Larry Stein, Maria Escheveste
and Sarah Rosen). The plf,lrpose of the call would be to brief you on our strategy. We believe it
would be helpful for you to ask for a report on our proactive strategy to influence and improve
the bill before it reaches the President’s desk. ‘

i
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|
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VER Y PRELIMINARY DRAFT MEMORAND UM FOR T, HE PRESIDENT

|
ACTION FORCING EVENT On April 6, 1999, we wrote to you recommending a strategy to deal
with Bankruptcy legislation movmg through both chambers in Congress. The goal was to increase our
leverage and reduce the likelihood of a veto override. We have made little progress, however, in the
face of an extraordinary campaign by the credit industry. The House recently passed a bill that is still
fundamentally flawed. Nonetheless it passed by a vote of 313 - 108 (with fewer votes in opposition
than last year’s Conference Report) We anticipate that an only slightly better bill will pass in the
Senate by a similar veto-proof margin, making exercise of the veto a futile gesture that will only
highlight weakness. i :

RECOMMENDATION: Given this prognosis, your advisors recommend a new strategy designed to
achieve very modest improvements that would allow you to reluctantly sign the bill, while expressing
concern about the impact of the legislation. Specifically, we propose to:

() develop a tactical amendment to be offered on the Senate floor that would give the court
discretion to consider the special circumstances of sympathetic debtors, e.g., those who
care for non—dependent elderly or children, who are protecting themselves or their
families from domestic violence, or who are trying to move from welfare to work;

2 . work with Democratic supporters of both House and Senate legislation in an effort to win
their help in obtaining modest changes; :

3) adjust the tone of Administration statements about the pending Senate bankrupicy bill,
showing greater favor for this slightly better bill in hopes of i mcreasmg the chances that
its more reasonable provisions will prevail in Conference; and

I V

4) recomi'nend that you sign the bill that comes to your desk, while expressing concern that it
provisions w1]1 hurt low- and moderate-income families struggling to make a fresh start |
and making the case for further scrutiny of the bill’s 1mpact and reconsideration of its
provision if harm is found.

BACKGROUND: In April,; we iproposed a strategy to:
I
(D ‘ exploit§ publicly the vulnerabilities of the legislation (by presenting sympathetic scenarios
debtors denied access to a fresh start under the bill, attacking provisions in the bill that
roll back existing protections against abusive and coercive collection practices,
highlighting the bill’s failure to improve disclosure and stem credit card abuses, and
critiquing lingering danger it presents to child support and alimony collection);

2)  work vt}ith bill proponents and opponenté (including Senators Torricelli and Grassley and "




I

; ,
Representatwe Nadler) to advance alternative prov131ons that would substantlvely
improve the current bills; :

H
i

Q) work vifith Representatives Nadler, Conyers, Frank, Gephardt, and Bonior to produce a i
palatable Houjse bill, or, if that is not possible, to garner the 20-25 additional House votes
necessary to sustain your veto; and

6) . work with Senators Durbin; Kennedy, Leahy and others to develop a Senate floor strateg
and identify message amendments whxch could motivate Republicans to compromise.

Thus far, the effort has beeneﬁunsuccessful Representatlve Nadler began the debate by offering an
alternative that was to the left of the Senate bill last year. We convinced him that a different strategy
was necessary — that the Derfnocrats should instead offer an amendment that made only a limited list of
targeted changes necessary t:o win the President’s support. Mirority Leader Gephardt, who last year
voted for the Conference Report, agreed to support this strategy. He issued a statement indicating his
opposition to the Judiciary Qommittee print and support for the Democratic alternative. However, it
appears that the nature of thé alternative was largely irrelevant in the face. of an extraordinary lobbying
campalgn by creditors remlmscent of major tax leglslatlon The Democratic alternative received votes
from __ Democrats, but only « were w11hng to oppose the underlymg bill after the alternative failed.
[Stats to come.] »

The poor showmg of the Democratlc alternative in the House bodes badly for the Senate debate
scheduled for the week of May 17" or May 24™. In extenswe discussions with numerous Senate
members and their staff, we find little willingness to advance changes to the c_omplex means test and
reaffirmation provisions that need revision. They are interested in advancing “message” amendments
(e.g., a Schumer amendment to make nondischargeable in bankruptcy judgements for violation of the
Freedom of Access to Clinics Act) or limited technical changes sought by narrow constituencies (e.g., -
credit counselors). In any event, few Democratic amendments are likely to succeed; and the majority
of Democrats appear prepared to vote for the bill on final passage provided they have an opportunity to
offer their amendments. If the Majority Leader takes procedural steps to limit debate in the face of
Minimum Wage or Patients’ Bill of Rights amendments, Democrats may oppose cloture as a party- -
rights matter; however, a time agreement for consideration of Democratlc amendments is likely to be
reached. o

The advocates fighting against the current bill — largely consumer groups and women'’s
organizations — continue to press the Administration.to hold firm; either to exact significant
concessions from the industry or to veto the bill. They argue that the creditor industry fears a
veto and the negative publicity that would follow and that the Senate Democrats sponsoring
last year's promising Senate bill will be strong on the floor. Finally, the advocates remember
the rhetorical strength of you and the First Lady from last year and see Admmlstratxon
pressure as significant. The advocates have a more optimistic view than most of your
advisors of our leverage at this stage. Unfortunately, they have been severely outspent and
outnumbered by the bill's; ‘formidable lobbyists — congressmna! staff report that they have not
even been a presence on the Hill. .

I
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; .
In light of our limited leveralge, the best possible outcome would be further modest changes to the
Senate bill, with key provisions from the Senate version prevailing in conference. To that end, we will
find a sponsor for an amendment that will be hard to oppose. This amendment would give the court
discretion to consider the special circumstances of those who care for non-dependent elderly or
children, who are protectmg themselves or their families from domestic violence, or who are trying to
move from welfare to work. | Our greatest concern with these bills has been that they provide
bankruptcy judges inadequate discretion to consider the unique circumstances of individual debtors.
As we have been unable to argue compellingly for judicial discretion, we will propose that they
provide discretion in specific cases where the strict application of the rigid means test formula would
impose clear hardship. :

We also will work with Deniocratic supporters of both House and Senate legislation in an effort to win
their help in obtaining modest changes that will allow the Administration to demonstrate that we'
obtained concessions. We w111 craft a more balanced Statement of Administration Policy on the
Senate bill when it comes to the floor — a statement less critical than others that we have issues thus far.
We need to show favor toward the Senate proposal in hopes that its slightly more modest provisions
will prevail in conference. F. 1nally, we will begin to lay the groundwork for a signing statement that
eXpresses your concern abou; the adverse impact of this legislation on some debtors and their families.
In signing the legislation, you may wish to direct the Departments of Justice and Treasury to undertake
studies of the bill’s impact s¢ that, if adverse implications are found, you can advance limited
proposals to remedy the harm in the future.

3
i

Agree : | Disagree ‘ __Let’s Discuss




FACT SHEET"

Today, the First Lady announced new U.S. initiatives to assist
Kosovar refugees. E‘These projects reaffirm the U.S. commitment to
assist the victims of ethnic cleansing in Kosovo until they can
return to their homes and rebuild their lives. The new

initiatives brlng!total U.S. assistance to over $200;m111ion.
B N ! A V . '
ERMA Assistance ?

The President has authorized the expenditure of an additional $15
million from the Emergency Refugee and Migration Assistance Fund
(ERMA) to assist Kosovar refugees. The State Department’s Bureau
for Population, Refugees and Migration will channel these funds
_through U.N. organizations, the International Committee of. the
Red Cross and other international and non-governmental
organizations whoiare providing refugee relief. The funds.will
also support efforts to relocate up to 20,000 refugees to the
United States. The Pre51dent has previously approved 370 million
from this account|to assist Kosovar refugees ‘

i
|

Refugee Internet Information Center

This week, the United States will establish an .Internet
Information Center in Ft. Dix, New Jersey, to help refugees
access information in their language on the situation in Kosovo,
communicate with other Kosovar refugees and locate missing family

“ members. The U.S: Information Agency: (USIA) is spearheading this
public-private paftnership, which links government agenc1es, *
technology companies, foundations and

international relief organizations in a coordinated effort to
bring to refugee communities the hardware and software necessary
to establish 1nternet based platforms:and support humahitarian
efforts. Addltlonal information centers will be establlshed in
Macedonia, Albanla, Poland, Germany and France.

The initiative 1s|coordinated with the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees, the International Committee of the Red
Cross and the International Organization for Migration. Leading
companies include Apple Computer, Inc., Autometric, Inc., Canon,
Cisco Systems Inc., The David Sarnoff Corporation, The Document
Company, Xerox, Gateway and the Waitt Family Foundation, Hewlett-
Packard, International Data Group, Interpacket Group, Inc., the
Markle Foundation, the National Technology Alllance, Northwest
Airlines, Riso, Inc., SGI, UPS and 3M. '

I
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t(,heryl M. Larter ; 05/18/99 10 26 40|
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Record Type: Record

I
To: See the dlstnbutlon hét at the bottom of this message

cc: |
Subject: Kosovo relief/Recbok

fyi...DOL was very successful in reaching out to Reebok for shoes/clothing for the Ft. Dix arrivals. They're
still working on it. In particular they may be able to secure summer clothes for the refugees if needed.
Christine is checking with NSC to see if we should pursue the clothes. Please see below.

Forwarded by Cheryl M. Carter/ WHO/EOP on 05/18/98 10:23 AM

swirsky-stephanie@dol. gov
05/18/99 07 42:00 AM

Record Type: Record

To: Cheryl M. Carter@eop

cc
Subject: Kosovo ‘

As we spoke about yesterday, Reebok has agreed to send 1,000 pairs of
athletic shoes and duffel bags to Fort Dix for the Kosovo refugees coming

into the U.S. They hope to have more, but this is what they were able to do

in the short term. Cheri, it wés amazing. - | spoke to Sharon Cohen, their

vp who has been so active in the AIP at 8:00 Friday morning and by 9, Paul = -
Fireman, the CEO, had authorized the donation. Nike and Adidas are working -
the request through their systems and we hope they will at Ieast match
Reebok's. i ‘

| . . .

Also, a number of the companies, including the shoe companies, are asking if
the folks coming in need more, specifically summer clothes. The woman at
HHS who originally contacted me for help has indicated that all they need

are the shoes, bags and fmancnal donations. if you hear that they do need
summer clothing--men's, womens children's, anything--let me know, as |
know the other AIP and other apparel companies we work with would want to
step up and help.



mailto:swirsky-stephanie@dol.gov

GUEST LIST FOR FIRST LADY REFUGEE BRIEFING/5/18/99

NGOs |
Adventist Development and Relief Agency
Dr. Gaspar Colon '

< i
American Friends Service Committee
James Matlack
i
American Red Cross
Jose Aponte

Baptist World Aid -
Paul Montacute, Director;

CARE
Peter Bell, President
Or

Marianne Leach -

|

|
Catholic Relief Services l _
Ken Hackett, Eecutive Director
Anne-Marie Martin |
Joseph George Addis
Father Daniel McCullough
Joseph Barnett

Christian Children’s Fund
Betty Meyer
i
Church World Service
Dorothy Ivey |

Coalition for Internationél Justice -
John Heffernan '

Ethiopian Community Dievelopment Council, Inc.
Dr. Tsehaye Teferra, Directbr

o
Global Relief Foundation
Hassan Oriyanerass

InterAction

|
|
Jim Bishop |
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International Catholic Migration Conference
Mitzi Schroeder, Director

International Medical Corps
- Adam SII’OIS ' !

Internatlonal Orthodox Chrlstlan Charitieis
Mark Hodde ;

International Red Cross
Andre Pasquier
Frank Sieverts

] =
International Rescue Committee
Mark Bartolini o

Islamic African Relief Agency USA
Mahamed Haroun
. Samer Atiye

Jesuit Relief Service
Father Richard Reyscavage, SJ, Dlrector
Laurie O’ Bryon

Lutheran Immigration An'd Refugee Service
Philip Anderson 5

Mercy Corp :
Landrum Bolling !

Oxfam America
Bernice Romero

Refugees International

Shephard Lowman |
o 4 .

Success Foundation/International Relief Organizations

Dr. Mohamed Omeish |

Anisa Abdelfattah

US Committee for Refugees
John Fredriksson




World Vision
Serge Duss

: -"Unknown
Mark Spina

| BUSINESS

Roberi Baum and his daughter Nina
: Enc Eve . }

Charles Rasch
Anthony Robbins
- Stacey Steinheiss
Carol Wilner

- STUDENTS

1
St. Peter’s Interparich School
Diego Delano i

. Eric Smith

Amanda Reid g
“Katharine Westfall |
Ahson Westfall (teacher)

Stone Ridge Country Day School of the Sacred heart

Dylan Davey

Megan MacWhirter

Hiliary Plioplys -~ = |
Elizabeth Anne Schroth

Sister Anne Dyer, Headmistress
Julia Regina Maxey, Group Moderator

R
GOVERNMENT

USAID
Jess Sarmiento

PRM @ State Dept. '
Bob Hugins’




OUTLINE OF 5/18/99 HUMANITARIAN AiD EVENT WITH FIRST LADY
;
’ Stage
First Lady 1
Ken Hackett, ExecutiveDirector, Cathohc Rehef Semces _
Refugee family/ host/Albanian '
~ TBD: Senator |
) B
Backdrop

Photos from trip

Audience

Refugee families/hosts (Scott)
Students who have ralsedlmoney for refugees (Maureen &7
Stone Rxdge School of the Sacred Heart
Four students and | ‘a teacher — they raised over $15,000 in four days to help fund trucks
carrying supplies to Kosovar refugees in Albania and Macedonia
Humanitarian Groups: (Maureen)
Business Groups: (Jay) |
State Department: (Valerle)
AID: (Valerie) :
HHS (Valerie) i
Military (Valerie) P
Congressional (Dav1d/Janet)
Albanian-Americans (Dayid/Christine)

B PROGRAM
i , .
First Lady (who mtroduce'?)
Refugees ‘
Ken Hackett - I
First Lady j

Briefing for Rellgmus and Ethmc Press with Juha Taft and Erlc Schwartz will follow at
2:00 - |
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@S‘OV AR HUMANITARIAN AID
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% denotes those in US resettlerhent efforts

Adventist Development and Relief Agency

Dr. Gaspar Cg}pn
"B6/(b )‘(s)

Amerlcan FrxendS'Sérvice Committee

Cara Newell, Executive Director

American Red Cross (Internatiénal Services)

Jose Aponte  703-465-4801
Gerald Jones 703-465-4809° -

American Jewish'World Service .

Hon. Ruth Messinger-

-Baptist World Aid -
Paul Montacute Director,
Pﬁl s; § i

CARE

&

Catholic Relief Services :
Ken Hackett, Executive Director
khackett@catholicrelief.org

Christian Children’s Fund
John Schultz Pres1dent

h
i

Church Worid Servxce |
Rodney Page, Executive Director
L_Ps/(b)6). | |, Peib)e) |
Dorothy Ivey
[PE/(B)(6)

*leham Sage, Actmg Dlrector

Immi gratmn/and Refugee }?rogram :

i

202-543-6336

301-680- 6373

483-3341

Looa}
215-241-7030
calling bati w/soo/a:??h{.hm$ ,;3;,
703-465-4302 dob 1 eaw? Y2952

212-736-2597

703-790-8980 s
404-681-2552

410-625-2220

. 804-756-2700

212-870-2175

L&,“M bt Mss‘»& snmi‘?tﬂ\

212-870-3300



mailto:khackett@catholicrelief.org

Doctors of the World S
Dr. Victoria S%arp, Board Chair 212-226-9890

Ehzabeth Wagley '
- Elizabeth Whitehead, Actmg DLrector

Doctors Wlthout Borders :

| 212-679-6800

Episcopal Charch |
Presiding Bishop’s Fund |

- *Richard Parkins, Director . , o
: MicrationMini'sn'iés B 212 716 6259‘5' B

\{tﬂ Ethxopnn Commumty Development Councll Inc .
¢Dr. Tsehaye Teferra, Director .. 703-685-0510 dob:

Global Relief Foundatioéx

Mohamed Chatha ' .- 888-256-2532
" Hebrew ImmigmntA;id;S‘ociety B L
*Leonar'dﬁGiiclqnan,"EX@C?}ﬁV;};VP" - 212:967-4100
HOPE Intefnationa_lReliéf'&..Development Agency E
Zuhair El-Shwehdi ' 573—817-0’712
Immigration & Refugee ! Servxces of America
Roger Winter, Executxve@xrector , 202»«797-’?105
: "InterActlon : | , j
i e Jim Morgdy, Executive Dxrec‘;ox‘g; | | E
call R6/(0)(6) G R T P
James Bishop 667 8227 X104 doby T
PB/(b)(6)]
Renee Bafali

‘3,.'{ Intematwnal Catlxolic ngratxon Conference
N Mtz Schroeder Dxrector S S 202-393-2904

\ﬂ~

" International Medical Cérps _ o
Nancy Aossey, Pres1dcnt ‘ - 310-826-7800
L@.(b) GL.% B CECTOR :
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f ntern'n‘lonal Orthodox Chnstmn Chanhes

Constantme Trlanta Fi
k Pﬁf{b)(ﬁ) 1

International Red Cmss:
@Andre Pasquier, Head of Delegatlon
\\“ ¥ :

Frank Slevem
PBI(B)(6)

s {i )6 ’
Intemanonal Rescue Commxttee
Reynold Le ;

?Mpsz
L
0}5“‘

o Shepple Abrdfnowﬁz

Towa Department of Human Services

Bureau of Refugee Programs

Wayne Johnson, Chief -
Islamic African Relief Agencv USA
Mubark Hamad

, i
Ishmm Relief Worldwndé
Jehangr Malik '

i
|

Jesuit Relief Servxée

s\ff’ Father Richard Ryscavage, Sf Director

British Reowinsswm
L'xtter-Day Saints Chanties ,
800- 453 §60.X1201 ;

an S et

atuws WAL W/ qwest e .

410-243-9820

202-293-9430  4c

212-551-3000
822:0043 X18

822-0043 X10
515-283-7904
573-443-0166

800-208-1199

818-238:9520 888-479-4968

702 462- 040{} dob?
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Luthu‘an Immigration and Refugee Service

Philip Anderson
[Ps/(5)(6):

Ralston Deffenbaugh E‘cecutwe Directer
(also * resettlement) hvtsen NY

Lutheran World Relief- '
- Kathryn Wolford, Premdent
o James Bowman Director,iDC Ofﬁce ,
kpsifb )(c’s“)3 L2 Pol(b)(6 '

Mercy Corps International
Neal Keny-Guyer, CEO

783-7509 212-532-6350

- 212-532-6350

| 202-543-6336 & FBD-T50F

503-242-1032-




af%\zamy Lindborg, Vice President C 202-463-7383

Oxfam America

Raymond Oﬁ"enheiser President - o 617-482-1211
N e e O S
o7 Berice Romero . S 202-783-7302

A R
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
502-569-5839

1

Refugees International ' , 202-828-0110
" Lionel Rosenblatt ‘

N\\ “(/ Amelia Bookstein '
GG )
RehefInternatmnal § L L
Dr. Farshad Rastegar CEO L o 1310-572-7770 - 202-607-7432 (C)

234-8337
Salvation Army World Service | 703-684-5528
-Harden W}nte, Executlve Du'ector - '
S e [ pebie
Q Roscmary Regls A331st to the Executwe Director
o) [ e
Save the Children ! . _ _ .
- Charles:MacCormack, President © 203-226-7271

202-293-4170

-
i

Samaritan’s Purse ; o
Franklin Graham o 828-243-5075

Success Foundation/Intefnational Relief Organization: ‘ ‘
Dr. Mohamed Omeish | S 703-820-7199 877-820-1790

. - | ’
United Methodist- Committee on Relief
800-814-8765 |
US Catholic Conference P , o
Mark Franken, Executive DLrector, - 202-541-3169
Migration and Refugee: Services ' ' '

(*also resettlement)
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U.S. Commnttee for Refuo'ees ‘

John Fredrlksson
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Bill Froehch
World Relief Refugee Servxces ‘
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¢ Bruce Wilkinson, VP, Intematmnal Programs | 202-547-3743
\\ Serge Duss ' 202-608-1837
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- - Talklng Poants : ' :
“ FLOTUS Prrvate Méetlng with Albanran—kmerzcans
' Tuesday, May 18 1999 12 30 p m.

'fIfVe‘been‘lookinglforward to'neeting;with‘you,;aJust got hack
from visiting Kosovar Albanian refugees in: Macedonla i Wanted
“to- descrlbe what I saw/heard whlle stlll fresh in my mlnd

I

gMeetlng w1th refugees, focuszng on them as :Lndlv:rduals,,drlves,'T

-home the enormlty of what Mllosev1c has done.',,i

,fEach had a. story of belng pushed out of hls home, hav1ng 'seen’
-a love one brutallzed or ‘executed. Many saw their homes '
burned by. Serb securlty forces. They left everything they
:_fiowned and were strlpped of 1 d documents, as they fled for
o thelr llves. o =

"Macedonla and Albanla have responded well to challenge of )
'.Adealing wlth this wave of refugees :

.rThe U. S. and European allles are provrdlng flnancial support
¢ and NATO has worked organizatiomnal ‘miracles in settlng up
“Ucamps.t Humanltarlan organizatlons are dorng their part

!

”There is food for the refugees and other necessrtres Llfe is

dlfflcult, particularly as many have no- idea where. loved ones
_are;; NGO's are, worklng to. help refugees locate famlly

jImportant to get refugees back to thelr homes as soon as

_‘::kp0331ble -Will only go back if they know they wrll be secure h"ﬁ‘“
';.That means NATO presence R ) T

VBelleve the Presrdent spoke to some. of you not long ago
'Explalned why we: took action. My trip reinforced my =

. -conv1ctlon that our moral case is clear. Must fight agalnst
,ﬁMlloseVLC s ethnlc cleansrng © Can’ t put our heads ln thev

o sand, pretend it 1sn t happenlng

fNeed .you’ to use every opportunlty to.get the message out, to‘
‘qtell ‘the stories of the refugees. .If you know .a porgnant

\vcase, one that 1llustrates .the terrlble sufferlng the refugees-l

::':have endured, 1mperat1ve to tell 1t publlcly

e




.
gBelgrade now cynlcally u31ng human shlelds to protect mllltary
in Kosovo. Exp101t1ng every. NATO strike that unlntentlonally
- produces 01v1llan casualtles to undermlne NATO’S moral
ijSltlon ‘ : : - :

. i“

‘Can t let Mllosev1c get .away’ Wlth thlS g Must keep our- eyes on -

" the ball, constantly make clear- 'who is the victimizer
(MlloseVlC regime) and who the victims (ethnlc Albanlans

“? Lsubjected to the reglme 'S ethnlc hatred)

7'Must counteractlBelgrade s propaganda w1th the truth Urge
"you to do your utmost to tell the world what is happenlng

: QThank you for . llstenlng to. me,_I’d llke to llsten to your
‘,ildeas.n“; ' v . . .

f
J
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| thght From Fear Ends m Manassas

ByDanEegen T
'Washmgton Post Staff Wrrter .
Frxday, May 14 1999; Page BOl

: The Serbran soldrers came to the homes of the two Pnstma famhes in

. PartnarSites: . " the same way, a dozen at a time and heavily armed. The message they
“Mewswesh.com * carned was the same, too, almost totheword. . - -

* * ofhritanniea Losaoe Guida

y “You have ﬁve minutes to go or we wﬂl k:111 you," they sard. "What
are you wartmg for?" . .

e Print Edition- . -
- _Metro Articles: erweekslater afcertheﬁlth tramnde afcerthemarchalongthe

Font a&]ﬁhcles " mine-strewn road, after the ﬁghts over food and water in the muddy .
| On Our Site. _ border camps -- the two ethnic Albanian familjes have found a home, AR

, - orthe closest thing to a home since the terror in Kosovo began. The*
S _W ", Shalas and the Sylejmanis, related through sisters, arrived this week.
. Community . . atahumble little town house in Manassas, crammed into three - -
ST ﬁsource!s - "bedrooms on a cul-de-sac in a saggmg nerghborhood dubbed

... Mefro Section - * -~ Georgetown South.

N

. The famrhes are among the ﬁrst of 20, 000 ethnic Aibamans scheduled
to be resettled temporarily in the Umted States, arriving earlier than .
i1 . most because they were somehow able to avord a holding facility in
§ Fort Dix; N.J. They flew to the Washington area Sunday after an.
FROGRANS: [l overmght stay in metropolrtan New York. N

: Nerther famxly was. mvolved wrth the Kosovo Lrberatron Army They
- weren't even partlcularly pohtrcal or rehglous

, ,,-A11 Shala, 59,isan agncultural salesman and former bureaucrat, w1th

a 45-year-old wife, 'Hasret, and their 15-year-old daughter, Shpresa, ..
Veton Syl¢jmani, 32 is a construction worker who arrived with his

wife, Marita, 22, and their bnght-eyed 7-month-old son, Albert

| ‘Veton s cousm Besmk SyleJmam, 22, isa butcher o

' The famﬂy‘s 6l-year-old matnarch, Fatlme Sylejmam, sits qmet and
sad-eyed with her head in her hands and with the only clothes she | -
| owns onher back. She left behmd so many thmgs Jewelry, weddmg

photos, even her false teeth. .

T "They‘re Just regular people " Ars1m Shala, son of A.h sa1d yesterday
- © "The Serbs didn't go after people because they were polmcal They
., went aﬂer them because they were Alba.man." ‘

Ars1m isan Amencan, or nearly so. The 29-year-old photographer
** and auto mechanic arrived five years ago, fleeing the Serbian draﬂ 1n
-+ - the war on Bosnia, and now lives in Springfield. He was able to_ - .
- sponsor Ins relanves w1th the help of local Mushms and an Arhngton

“lef2 i\ = . §/17/99 LI3PM
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L ” refugee agency, the Eﬂnopxan Commumty Development Counc:l ,
- The refugees greet visitors to theu' new home with lﬂndness and a.

S glass of orange juice, but they are clearly weary from the long :

- journey. It began on April 1, as near as they can remember, when they -

- and their Pristina néighbors were forced from their homes, marched to. L R
: the t'am statlon and sen.t away

o Aﬁer the stlﬂmg train nde they walked to the Macedoman border
~ . town of Blace, encamped with tens of thousands of other Kosovar . - :
- . Albanians. They subsisted for three days and three mghts as refugees S
S »fought among themselves for searce rm].k and bread.

VTt wasa terrible place " Veton Sylejmam says "We d1dn’t know 1f
-j‘.wewouldgetout.“ R .

" Regcue came from anAlbaman famﬂywho agreedto takethemm :
- . That's where Arsim Shala finally ca.ught up W1th them before helpmg L

to bnng them to Vn'gmla.

: Now in Manassas, they have made the trek tlus week to the Socxal

Security office for identification cards, and must tend to the other -

.mundanities of resettlement: getting dnver's licenses, finding
1',ymportanon,loohngforjobsand,mShPTesascase’mmngm R
.- -school. She aIready speaks ﬂuentEnghsh. R

Members of the clan s extended faxmly are suddenl

spread
tbxoughom the world, and they are hopeful t that Ah‘s other son w111

" arrive soon from Fort Dix. They also are unanimous in their approval - |

of NATO's assault on Slobodan Milosevic. "They‘re gemng what they

- deserve " Shpresa says of the Serbs. -

Y

b

e . Yet home is home, they say, and all say they hope to retm'n to Kosovo’ o
- onge the ﬁghtmg ends. » B

A “Slxty years of my hfe isleft behmd," Ah Shala says in hls natwe .
L %language. “'I'here s not enough hme for me to start a whole new hfe ,
.”v” erell . ‘ ’ ‘ . L

t @ Copynght 1999 'I'he Washmgton Pest Company

' ‘.)
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N AdventzstDeveIopment and Relzef Agency
. -=Dr. Gaspar Colon I .

o Amencan Frzends' Servzce Comnuttee
-James Matlack .

" E ._;AmertcanRedCross S
-JoseAponte TR A

Baptzst WorIdAtd T
) ) -Paul Montacute Dn‘ector o

-Peter Bell, President
- ’,'-Marianné»LeaCh S
.‘Catholtc Reizef Servzces

. -Ken Hackett, Eecutive Dueéior
-Anne-Marie Martin , -

- -Ioseph George Addis

-Father Daniel McCullougii

- f"‘—JosephBarnett

Chrxsfzan Chzldren 'S Fand

o .-BettyMeyer _i S

o Church World Servzce '_1 N
, _'-Dorothy Ivey ‘

Coaimon for Intematzonal Justzce S
‘ '-John Heffeman -

,Ethwpm Commum{vbevetopment“ e

. Council,Inc. - - '
s -Dr Tsehaye Teferra, Dlrector

R InterActwn e

GUEST LIST FOR REFU GEE BRIEFTNG

5/18/99

Intematumal Catlzol:c Mgratton -
R Conference -
B :4-Mlt21 Schroeder Dlrector |

= Intematmnal Medzcal Corps o
-Adam SlI‘OlS ‘ :

”

| Jm‘ematzonal Ortlzodox Chrtstzan

Charitieis

: MarkHodde
R Intematzonal Red Cross
-Andre Pasquier
: -F rank Sleverts

- AInternatzonaI Rescue Commzttee
- -Mark Bartohm

Islamtc A ﬁ'tcan Relzef Agency USA

~Mahamed Haroun

~ Jesuit Relief Servzce : ' §
-Father Richard Reyscavage SJ Dn'ector
L -Laune O’Bryon o

‘Lutherau Immgratzon And Refugee ’
. - Service ,
- -Phﬂlp Anderson LT

“MercyCorp s
 “Landrum Bolling e

" Oxfam America
-Bermce Romero o

E ~quugees Intematwnal

—Shcphard Lowman '
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 (NGOs contirued)

’ Success Foundatzon/lntematzonal Relzef
Orgamzatwns -

- -Dr. Mohamed Omexsh

- _-Amsa Abdelfattah

. US Comma?ee far Refagees
--John Fredriksson ~

o
i
d

World Vision
-SergeDuss S =

_.-Maxk Spma (NGO n/a)

, GOVERNMENT .

" -Jess Sarmxento
N PRM /State Dept. -
' -Bob Hqgins_ o
- MEMBERS OF CONGRESS
. ~TBD~ N
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‘ U_ S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE _
. OfﬁceoftheSpokesman o

, ,_:ForImmedlateRelease T '.-_.;: "~ May 17,1999
s o TN
' _ ON-THE-RECORD BRIEFH\IG o
USAID ADMINISTRATOR BRIAN ATWOOD

o 'i ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR POPULATION, REFUGEE AND MIGRATION AFFA]RS -

‘ . JULIA TAFT,
DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR FOR FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE
' - MARY CHAMBLISS |

o DIRECTOR OF LOGISTICS FOR THE JOINT STAFF LT. GENERAL JOHN MCDUFFIE,

DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT OF HEALTH AND
. 'HUMAN SERVICES LAVINIA LIMON,
IMMIGRATION OFFICER FOR REFUGEE DIVISION OF INS OFFICE OF

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS ROSS ANDERSON, ASSOCIATE GENERAL COUNSEL,”

CHIEF OF ASYLYUM DIVISION, INS, KELLY RYAN AND STATE DEPARTMENT '
o DEPUTY SPOKESMAN JAMES B. FOLEY :

) ON.

U S ASSISTANCE TO BALKAN REFUGEES

Washmgton D C.

o "'QUESTION The Secretary mentloned d1sp1aced people in Kosovo Are there any plans t°

o get food supphes to the people m Kosovo" )

B .ADMINISTRATOR ATWOOD We ve been workmg th1s problem for a long time and are

' _pleased with some: small progress that’s been made. The ICRC, the Red Cross has now been .‘ :

~ given 11m1ted access. - We have brought in some supphes food and medlcme into Pristina, -
. mainly. I spoke the other day to Cornelio Sommaruga who is the head of the Internatlonal

 Red Cross. He doesn t have a carte blanche to' go anywhere he wants and so his people are

o ‘basically negotiating with local miilitary commanders for access. So. there s-not a lot of hope
that we can resolve the problem ent1re1y by the ICRC S access. - .

? .:'There have been some Greek NGOs that have taken in food and med1cme —-a 11m1ted amount T o

— again,in a fairly restr10ted area. We’re hoping that that initiative wﬂl be expanded -

o "somewhat Therefore we contmue to look at other optlons as well

PG QUESTION Is air drops one of the optlons that YOU are, Stﬂl 1ookmg at?

ADMINISTRATOR ATWOOD We re lookmg at that Opt10n that E rlght—humamtanan air R
a .drops S _ o | | | .

8y
e
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R QUESTION What has to take place before you can have the air drops‘? o

- ADMINISTRATOR ATW OOD I’m not gomg to get mto that I hope that by the end of next
.. week, we’ll have some mformanon for you. It's clearly a very delicate operation. We want

.  to make sure that we accéntuate the humamtanan nature of it all; and we. eertamly wouldn’
’want to say anythmg prematurely that would comprom1se that operatlon ' ) :

| QUESTION I was gomg to ask lf you could explam why 1t’s been s0 dlfﬁcult to get the air -
g drops underway‘? 1 mean, yet you said it’s sensitive, but why is 1t sensmve‘? Ofﬁctals have .
been talkmg about alr drops for at Ieast a month R S L

" ADMINISTRATOR ATWOOD: I think people have asked the questlon in the context of an

o air war that's going on over Kosovo and Serbia. People asked the questton initially of the .
gy ‘-'..,mlhtary forces - could they engage in this? ‘They, I think very correctly, pointed out — we

- -have General McDufﬁe if he wants to add to this — how dangerous it would be when you'
~ have SA-6s and’ SA-7s on the ground. You don’t have the same situation you had i in Bosnia -

e - where you had humamtanan workers and UN people on the ground, where you. did not have -

- those kinds of surface—to—zur missiles; therefore,’ you could ﬂy at lower a1t1tudes and get 1t

- done So thlS is the challenge certamly in Kosovo

QUESTION Does the fact that the ICRC is talkmg to mdmdual commanders I beheve is
" how you put it, mdlcate that there is not a central command in Belgrade that’s gtvmg 1t ’
-,_perm1ssxon that we're gomg to allow a more general access‘? .

| ; ASSISTANT SECRETARY TAFT Mr Sommaruga got approval from M1losev1c, who then

~“indicated with whom he needed to- coordinate. ‘ So this got the highest attention in Belgrade.

- 'It’s working out the details of where they go, when they go, and how many places in Kosovo .
- r’they would estabhsh d13n-1bunon pomts that is currently nnder development ' :

QUESTION When w111 the dec181on be made on the air drops in genemv And then i Woul 4 o

o like to ask the general about the feastblhty from a mthtary standpomt whﬂe there s an alr war.

o - gomg on to do th18‘7

L :ADMH\TISTRATOR ATWOOD When will the dec1smn be made" We ll be sure to mform o
e you ﬁrst when the dec1s1on is made General‘7 : '

o LT GENERAL MCDUFFIE We ve been asked thlS quesnon many nmes and as Bnan

. stated earlier, the air threat is mgmﬁeant Imean, it’s. still there. ‘More mportantly though —
s froma mthtary perspecnve, to use lmhtary capabrhty to do the air drops we don’t know how -

R eft‘eetlve it’s going to be:" I mean, we really wouldn’t know if we’re feeding the Serbs or if E

‘we 're feedmg the IDPs There are all those vanables thet were there the ﬁrst week when we ‘

' got mto the questlon -; .

- The issue’ of a1r drop as Bnan satd he’ll mform you when it starts is you re looktng at a -
thxrd party Where there s agreement by the Serbs and there can be some type of humamtanan "

H . .
i ) :
R

i

b "




- .ﬁ:\ 'wmdow of sort that you can do that, and we can somehow work that mto the operanon
QUESTION Is that doable in-
- LT GENERAL MCDUFF]ZE Well we're explonng 1t Agam I don t want to go mto too .
- much depth on that but that 1s the planmng dtrectton if you would that $ bemg taken now at
. NATO in. fact _ '

) QUESTION Ms Taft 1f I could ask you a questton It may be sort of dtfﬁcult for. you to .

o " answer, but I'm wondermg about the demographic make-up you’re expecting in. Kosovo if -

~there i isa settlement Do'you. expect it to still be even a majority Albanian makeup if those’ s
who choose to come back come back or do you thmk there mlght he even a Serb majortty

. after settlement‘? : ‘ g

o ASSISTANT SECRETARY TAFT Well one is told never to answer hypotheucal questtons

" However, there’s nothmg hypothetical about the fact that so many people have been driven out o
"of Kosovo and they are adamant about wantmg to 80 back in. -So given the fact that refugees e

. decide to return when they want to return, I can assure you that there will be more Albanian

.. Kosovars' who will want to go back. “And of course that would merease the number far T : B

- . exeeedmg the eXIStence of the emstmg Serbs

¥ _MR FOLEY I can answer that also Clearly, ‘our pohcy is that all the Kosovar refugees Wﬂl
80 back and su the ethmc balance W111 return to ‘what 1t was.’ - .

- QUESTION But they can choose whether they want to go back or not'?

'MR. FOLEY: Yes but they all want to go back We ve not heard anyone who doesn t want
to go back C - .
3 QUES’I‘ION There s hundreds of thousands sttll mtssmg, s0 I mean 1t sa legtttmate questton o
MR FOI..EY People who are altve and’ able all want to g0 back and our mtentten and our
- . goal - we wﬂl not’ stOp our current pohcy, our current air campatgn unttl they re alI able to go‘ ‘
:.',back s » L L A . , '

. QUESTION Have there been any of the 2, 900 refugees here have any of them applted for

'asylumyet‘?

B N ASSISTANT SECRETARY TAFT Well they don t need to apply for asylum They are
‘ bemg given refugee status here whrch allows them to stay permanently should they so decide -

e to do that.” But in the interviews that have gone on at Fort Dix, or directly out of JFK, when

o . people have come for then: family reunification, they have all indicated that they appreciate the =~

~offer of safety and sanctuary but they. want to 20 back home. - Lavinia Ltmon -who has been -
du'ectmg the Fort Dtx operatton for H}IS may want to add some other comments about thlS
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| MS LIMON Just to add that Julia is absolutely nght Even as we're mterwewmg people to -

o go elsewhere in the United States, they are saying, when will I be able to go ‘home,. who do I

.contact in order to go back when it’s safe. So that has been a constant theme through

o "everyone I've spoken to in the camp.

o QUESTION So not one: of the 2, 900 people here have Sald that they mrght not want to go :
:back" RN oo c e '

L MS LIMON I have not heard anyone say that It s rather remarkable

QUESTION Secretary Taft I hope that you can answer thlS questton Over the weekend

| .. CNN started broadcasting pictures of an alleged massacre that took place of about 100 males
- Do you or does the State Department have any kind of corroborating evidence either of mass

: ggraves or photos to corroborate that a massacre dld take place ina vﬂlage called Izblca'? o

‘ ASSISTANT SECRETARY TAFI‘ Let me ask Jim to answer I was with the Fn'st Lady, , e

L A-V . and I don’t know . exactly what broke over the weekend. One always takes this mformanon
- and tried to find another source to vahdate 1t Not bemg on the ground it makes 1t very
- dlfﬁcult to do but. perhaps Jim -~ ' . t

- MR FOLEY I’m not in a posmon to answer that now, but we W111 look into 1t I thmk 1f
. we re able to glve you more detatl we’ll certamly do 50. ' : ,

; -QUESTION For Ms. Taft ﬁrst of all have you asked Pre51dent Mﬂosev1c for penmssmn .

o to have these aur drops‘? '

ADMIN"ISTRATOR ATWOOD No we haven t made a dec1sron to drop from the air.

e ,QUESTION There s been no dtscussmn thh Mr Mtlosewc over thls‘?

. ‘ADMINISTRATOR ATWOOD No none whatsoever

A L QUESTION Have you made any contracts wrth pnvate NGOs m the hypothencal s1tuatton
R that you mlght have a1d drops" ’ : : _—

‘ADMINISTRATOR ATWOOD I’m not gomg to answer that at tlns pomt We 11 have an
:announcement for you soon : s o e

G {",QUESTION I’m a httle mtngued by the numbers here You said that the amount of food aid

will triple thxs year.. The Kosovo and North Korea emergencies don’t seem to account for. all ;

" | :'of that sudden mcrease I wonder if you can explam where it’s commg from

DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR CHAMBLISS I’m Mary Chambhss from Agnculturc :

. ‘ g ,_7.'Yes' thlS isa global number of 10 rmlhon tons, and you are qutte nght It mcludes the

. ‘
AR
o

.




| quanuues we're d1scuss1ng for the Kosovar refugees and what Mr. thkman referred to as |

o * our most recent pledge to North Korea. It also includes food aid that we have provrded for:

‘example, Bangladesh' mffered a masswe ﬂood last fall, and we’ve been providing food -
.. assistance there. It mcludes the food assistance that we’re providing to Russia. It mcludes
, “food assistanice to the countries of Central America after the hurncane So 1t covers a global
- and a wide array of areas: where we re respondmg - : :

L QUESTION Admmrstrator Atwood just followmg up on that questron the US hasn t
' ,'ivbeen negouaung 'with Milosevic, ‘but has a thtrd party, have NGOs been in contact W1th the .
e Yugoslav Government over air drops‘? o : :

L ADMINISTRATOR ATWOOD Not to my knowledge Certamly there have been
, dlscussmns wnh hnn about access to IDPs but not about arr drops at thts pomt :

: QUESTION Assrstant Secretary 'I‘aft regardnig reports about a tram load of about o
2 000 refugees were ttnned away from the Macedoma border by Serb forees - do you know

- anythmg about that? -

ASSISTAN’I‘ SECRETARY ’I‘AFT One tram load drd come and there was a rumor

that another was on its way but did not make it. But it’s not because of the Macedonians, "As-

~ a matter of fact, one.of the things that was really quite comforting this past Weekend was to -
. see the htgher comfort level that the Macedonians have now about the refugees that are present -
- in their country. T think part of that - a large degree of that - is because. there have been more

" a refugees leaving in the emergency « evacuations than have been coming across. Every day ...
".. . .about 2,000 are being moved to the West or to' the Umted States. ‘Much fewer than that have

~ been coming. : So the Macedomans have sard that they would keep their border open s0 we ve ‘

L all encouraged them to do that

- QUESTION 1 guess the Presrdent of Macedoma is saymg that he Wants or needs tor
L have 100 000 refugees taken out of Macedoma He s saymg he’s got an urgent call for help
What s you.r response to that‘? o o

W N ASSIS'I‘ANT SECRETARY TA.FT Well of course there is an 1ssue about the o
- _absorptive capamty of Macedoma -- 130,000 What we call slots or posmons have been offered -

s by Western countries to resettle or to accept refugees Of that number, 50,000 have already

‘gone. So he’s-about on the mark. We expect if every country does come forward Wlth its

e quota that they said they would recelve that the balance w111 be okay for Macedoma

By e program that we 'Te puttmg in place as. of today‘?

ADMINISTRATOR ATW OOD Could I rnake an announcement here ﬁrst ona

R

As you know we have been workmg assrduously to. try to ﬁgure out how we would

| v-_:labsorb the additional 700, 000 people if they all were to come out. We’ve done this on three -
- ..+ . there are three basic solutrons One is the relocation program that Julia just mentioned -
130 000 slots and we’ 've agreed to take 20 000. The other is bmldrng new camps and we,




: '. have about 40 new camps in Albama under eonstructton They have ﬁnally agreed to even ,
B expand further the Cegrane camp in Macedoma The allies - Britain, Germany and France, in
parucular are looking to expand the camp in Korce, right across the border in Albania. And

* of course, the US military has built one camp for 20,000 and we’re planmng to bulld yet o o

another one and could butld a th1rd 1f mdeed there is a. need

N | But camps are expensrve to burld and they wxll not solve the problem for us So the -
~ third leg of this strategy is to try to increase the number of host famﬂtes wrllmg to take in L
E refugees That’s what my announcement 1s about today R A

At present m Albama and the focus here is Albama about 47 000 farmhes .or 7

o '.percent of Albanian famtlles are hostmg today 282,000 Kosovar refugees. We’re going to be

- - supporting a program to try to increase the amount. of host families to 15 percent wlnch will
. accommodate an additional 354, 000 reﬁtgees That program is. based on incentives. UNHCR

- is participating in this by offering a stipend to families. 'We'are going to be offermg a.

 one-time assistance package to these families of essential household items, such as mattresses o

L blankets, clothing, hyglene supplies and other ttems to help the families to add these additional < -

o people. 'We will be providing essential non-food 1tems as well as an increase in monthly food

. ratlons to famtltes in Albama as well

So we are hopeful that we can move thlS number of famrhes - partrcularly in the southern part
. of Albania - - up to the 15 percent that we’re targeting.: We’ re not doing this exclusively, but

- - we’re taking the lead - our government - in hopes that other governments will also partretpate
" in this program along with UNHCR . . .

. -‘We re also trymg to loeate buﬂdmgs that can be used to house refugees We estlmate that .
" there are about 4,000 unused buildings in Albania. “Some work will need to be done on. these S

- buildings, but if we do that work and winterize the btuldmgs we could house as many as - .
. 345,000 refugees in Albama as well This ‘will allow us, I think, to have. almost one rmlhon

L -refugees in-Albania alone ~.985,000 is the estimate ~ if we can, make these progra.tns work.

. “This is the kind of space that we need to handle this problem. We don’t anticipate — although -

" we’ve been surpnsed before 50 we have to' prepare for the worse - but we anticipate that not -

L all refugees will come out. - displaced people who will come out as refugees But for the most o
"part we have to antrcrpate that we’ll get that many more R < 4

: 'If they can make these programs work 1f we can contm:ue to Work in good fatth w1th the

" ‘government of ‘Macedonia, if we can make our relocatlon program work and continue to work .
... on the.camps and then, of course, be prepared if necessary, to- ‘winterize these camps, we
R believe we can handle the problem. - We have some other steps that we can’ take that we’re
- XS workmg on that I won’t talk to you about today, but maybe a little later when we feel we. have
- "this in place - sort of safety valves in case of the worst case, or in case of an extreme case of

Sl 700,000 commg out at once. I don t think that’s gomg to happen, they couldn’t get
- through the mine ﬁelds ‘But i in any case, we do have some other options. We’re about at’ the
- point where we can say that we can handle all the refugees tbat Mtlosewc drlves out of

o Kosovo
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That’s qmte an accomphshment in Just the several week that we've been workmg at thrs -
,problem ‘The mtemanonal community, I think, looked a bit chaotic mmally, but it’s always E
. the case. - But I think it’s now working very smoothly. We want to praise all of the: ‘

orgamzanons, including the UNHCR that’s taken too much criticism. They now really seem | ,. E

N to be operatmg very well and I feel that we've really gotten ahead of thls problem

;. QUESTION How many more refugees have been tdentrfied to come to this country R
- and what sort of ttmetable do you see for that? And is it difficult to-find people in th1s country .

T B who erl take people and then matehmg refugees wrth fatmhes? -

- MS LIMON Currently, we have 2 624 people in the camp the vﬂlage at Fort Dnr
- 'We are expectmg two more flights — one this coming Wednesday and this coming Fnday =
.Both of those w111 probably between 400 and 450 people. That has been our norm. o

i _It has not actually been' dlfficult to ﬁnd sponsorshtps The outpourmg from the Amencan

fpeople has been quite remarkable At this point, with only - there’s actually a process. that has _

“to occur with drfferent paperwork and Immigration has to see people. They have to have.

o ?med1cal exams for communicable diseases, and then some paperwork needs to go to the -
- volunteer agencres, ‘which are under contract to the Department of State to locate the sponsors,
~* . and all of that in four days of where that paperwork has been in place. As of today, over 50

o families, over 200 people have recelved sponsorshrps at thts pomt And thxs is Just the

, _"'}’begmmng _}_ o

o We expect that about 75 people will leave on Wednesday, and then it w111 go up from there
o And we’d like ~ we’re not sure where we're going to level out, but I think that we want to .
" keep a level populatlon in Dix of about 3,000-3,500 people. until we are able to process people ‘
D completely from overseas $0 that Fort Drx w111 not be necessary anymore

QUESTION What happens to the people who grve false names‘?
MS LIMON I’m gomg to actually refer that to my colleague at ]NS Kelly

: MS RYAN My name is Kelly Ryan and I’m in the General Counsel’s ofﬁce at INS{ '
‘ In order for someone to complete their refugee | processing in the United States, we determine
- ~.adm1381b111ty in the Fort DIX cases. So if there is a question about 1dent1ty, we'll need to ask * -

- some further questions to make sure that we know exactly who the person is.. So we plan to

o B do that at Fort Dtx wrth all cases that come m R

RN ‘As we work the process through rt’s gethng better and better but at. the begmmng there have -
- béen some cases — a very, very small number of cases inswhich the person was mproperly
. documented." So we need to find out what exactly happened in the system, fix it and get that
. .. person admitted to the Umted States and have the medical and the other parts of the screemng ~
*o - ~the resettlement part done, and then they can be admxtted So hopefully we ‘want to move

- ‘»_7., L both the refugee process and the adrmssrbthty process overseas but nght now — the Fort Dix




= ,’cases - we do the admlssmns process here and we ﬁgure out what needs to be done 1f there $
_some rmstake in documentatton We ask a few, more questrons and we get 1t resolved that '

o QUESTION Secretary Taft a UN delegatron is prepanng to go mto Kosovo and I
- was wondering if the State Department is in support of this; and if you are ready to perhaps -
" hear some of the criticism they may have about NATO and the bombings. And also, will the '

L UN deleganon be fac111tatu1g some: of the operattons that you re talkmg about here" o

' | ASSISTANT SECRETARY TAFT It’s our understandmg that the negouanons for the -
-~ UN mission will include two days in Kosovo, and the balance of the 10-day time in .~ = = . .
o 'Montenegro and in Serbia proper. - We have felt that two days in Kosovo is not enough 1 tlme

"' We wanted more time thére to ensure that there was adequate review and assessment -We'

. have been told and assured by (maudlble) that they will spend as much tnne as they need to, to : ’r |
, ‘_~do an accurate and effecnve assessment and we w1]1 hold them to. that - A ‘

RS We thmk on balance 1t’s good that they got access, that they ve been granted access.

- ’; We expect them to do therr assessment with impartiality, and we think as a result of that .~ .
~ impartiality they will. find out exactly how bad thmgs have been i in Kosovo not created by C
B NATO but created by Mrlosevrc C . A _ :

QUESTION The UNHCR thrs mormng said for the first time since the mﬂux mto
Albania began in late March, no refugees at all crossed the Monm border into Albama

i Sunday Do you k know what's gomg on?

v ASSISTANT SECRETARY TAF’I‘ Two thmgs Fu'st of all, as Bnan pomted out,

that is a ‘beavily-mined border now. " There also have been some military activities that have .
‘gone on there recently. But there have been -- I think over 200 refugees did come across into B
-~ “Albania from Montenegro So they are still coming mto Albama but ]ust over this penod

none of them crossed m the Mcnm-Kukes area. « , . o

- QUESTION 'I’he questron is that among the countries Who are helpmg or contnbutmg
G 'some food and shelter in Kosovo is Bangladesh and Pakistan.’ Can you tell us what kind of-
,help and how much they e provrdmg‘? And also how do you select the countnes becausc
Indla is not among them'? R . _ S

: ASSISTANT SECRETARY TAFT Well 1 WlSh I had a hstmg, and we can make 1t |
. avallable for you. :One of the striking features of this emergency and this crisis has been the

B E drversrty and forthcomingness of countries from all over the world to give assistance. .
. A_"'Bangladesh Argentina’s willing 0 accept refugees. We’ve got a whole variety of donors .
Most of them are going ertber through the World Food Program or pnmarﬂy through the = -

" United Natrons High Commlssroner for Refugees ‘They have done a worldwide appeal and
- various countries have come forward and the hst is qurtc mpressrve And er we ought to

E ) make that avarlable
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QUESTION What is the mtema.l food mtuatlon hke in Kosovo? How severe isit for )
‘ them, and is there any sort of —how much longer can these people go on Wlthout some sort of .
= food assmtance" RS S C e ~ T

: 'ASSISTANT SECRETARY TAFI‘ I can start Wlth that Wc are stlll seemg people come

out, as'you know - the people who just came to Macedonia within the past day or two, ‘they’ ve
o been wandenng around from village to village.inside of Kosovo. They are not suffenng from -
oo malnumnon, but they are weakened by the lack of a regular food supply

 We thmk thlS UN mxssmn that was dJSCUSSCd and the assessuients that the ICRC will be able to
.- provide will give us more of a clue on this. Still, it can’t be good because there’s beenno =
- regular food delivery for the Kosovar Albanians since March 23. - So we think it’s quite = .
~_difficult; But again, we haven’t seen mass starvation; we haven’ t seen people reporting that
. they couldn’t get out or their relanves couldn’t get out because they starved to death. But we -

o thmk it is very senous

";Thankyou ¥ aelee?}»‘*f,,ﬁ;ﬁ{.;;*fj* vf7;4¢ ch
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- CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES

Stenkovac I Refugee Camp at a Glance : v_'f;
h Populatlon. 18 000 to 30 000 (populanon ﬂuctuates dependmg on amvals and humamtman

o evacuatmns)

- Ca.mp Managemcnt: Cathohc Rchcf Semcs xn coopexanon thh UNHCR
' 'a"Food Logxsncs & sttrxbunon. Cathohc Rehef Servxcs and WFP

o ) :‘Depatture Progra.m. UNHCR :md Intcmanonal Organmauon for Mlgranon o

«{'\',TracmgofScParanedFamﬂyMcmbew R . L o
u,,.TheRedCrossCompaundcontamstcntsforthcfoﬂowmgscmces. ' Lo T

o 1 : ',Faxmly Reunion for chﬂdren and v'uIne:able peop!e (ICRC)

" ICRCwill tracesepamad family members in cases involving children (undcr 18) or .l .
-+ - vulnerable people (handicapped, severc!y il etc.) Rcumﬁcanons take placc bctween m.mps,
vmhm Macedoma and abmad. -

“The Red Cmss sends messages for refugees to pcople in othcr camps, vnthxn Maccdoma or -
, ‘ abmad. ‘
v, 3. ".-v‘-'Macectoman Rcd Cross ttacmg s ' LT B o
TS VThc Macedoman Rcd Cross traces pe0ple and fac1htates reumﬁcanon thhm camps., - ‘_ ;

o Hmlt.h Medecms Sans Frontxcrcs, Gcrman Rcd Cross, meanese Hospltal Doctors of thc World S |

.‘ '(psycho—soaal)
o 'Commumty Serwces Intemauonal Cathohc M1grat10n Comrmssxon,‘ Cathohc Rchef Serwces, :

= “Mercy Corps htematxonal Oxfam Umccf Israeh Youth Councd

.A v‘::;Watcr' Oxﬁun

' ':Samtauon- Intemauonal Rescue Comrmttee
: ‘Secunty- Local authontxes |
l ::E.:,"Hum:m nghw OSCE

NP

L

KATONUYKKCNYXXEBU 3A MOMOL- - CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES
© " Npauwka 48, Cxonje, MAKEQOHWUJA S Praska 48, Skopje, MACEDONIA
e nomreacxa a,qpeca.ﬁ ®ax 882, ﬂcun-az L ,,Malllng Address: P.O. Box 882, Postaz '
: . Cxonje; MAKEQJOHWJA .-, "~ - - Skop(]e. MACEDONIA -
Ten: (389-91) 365-129 .- ° - S 2 Tels 389-91;365 129..
" dake: (389-91)365—058 Lo w7 Fax: {389-91) 365-058 -
E-mail: crs@unet com.imk- - S ' P - E-mail: crs@unet.com.mk:

| ; .~The Overseas Rehef and Developrnent Agency of the Umted States Cathohc Conference
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O%"“ of US, Fomxgn stasterAsszsmm
lsaster Asslstance Respuma Twm -

o Humamtanan mponse stories: American NGOs, Intcrnatmnal Medical Corps,

g Iutema:uonxl Rcscuc Commmae. Cathohc Rchef Servwes, and Mcrcy Curps ‘imamaﬁonal

) Gveneral Aﬂcftheabmagenuuhademetgmcy tmmnnnarmnrchefopcm‘uons.m

. Kosovo prior to the evacuation. Iheyallqurcklywe&thezrhummmndtmhmml

) rmmtotheemmgency needamMnmdoma.

; Bordeerponse

— lMCwastheonlyagencymth%hourmagedunngthebordermms,atboththe :

':>v'~BIaceborderarenmdtheImcebordercmssmg This coverage continies. At Blace, '

‘ dnmgthehmghtofthecddswhmthﬂewmappmmmtelyﬁﬁﬂomgeesbloekedm
* . “no-man’s™ land between the Macedonian and Serbian border, IMC was the only -

L emergency medical response agency. DunngalO-daypmod.WCaccessed“no-mans” .

s :"‘hndhmmmdkMomsmOMlefarmmdahy&ahQQ and other

~ critical medical issues. TMC maintained stretcher-bearer teams to evacuate these people |
o »tOthreeLMCstaﬁedemetgencytmtedctmi@. DVIC established longer-term trearment
."mm«mzmsammmmmmmxemgm mstabmmthuix I

L _comdmcnpnartottansportww

N 5Mstmchargeofvacmnauansemcesmallchﬂdren0-5mthecamps Thmtsa

xhimlmskgvenﬂlemdremelybwcmgemxesforcmldrenmwmgﬁomKoswb

s and the heightened risk of epidemics due to the crowded conditions mreﬁxgeecampsm

B - Macedonia.. IMC also provides primary health care services’ foraverzo,OOOreﬁngeesm

A '*",Stankovachmnpandmm;ns.Mhouremagency coveragemthecamp

EO. Ng Yg

o ::'mﬁm samtatnaa condmouswerereachmgcrmcaldmenmansduemtha

overcrowding and back up at the border. H{Cmpxdlymspondedbysendmgm |

'gfcanmucﬂonteamsw dig pit latrines, construct basic privacy boumsamdhmne;ﬂai:w. .
.. and orgaize refigee work teams ta deal with the sanitation problems. | IRC also ayranged. K

. for water tankers to beh'uckedtothehordzr mddistn‘butedwatemommsm&mlhes
',_:"»iblockedm“m»msland” R T f ST

C“‘“P” SRR T SR L ,
| maasamon,gtheﬁrstNGOsmtakeasenousmmagementmlemcampsm -'

- ... Macedonia. Their léadership in constructing latrines (over 1000 to date in both
: ', Qfanimvnc 1 mtd‘z campe)haxhc!nedpteventsenous Dubhc hea]ththreats mthese
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oﬁceofus Fomgansasm:'Assxstmc:c R o
g Dnsaster AssgsmnceR&pnmeTeam RS

L cmwded locatlons IRC's emergency ﬂem‘ble engmeenng mtervennons have been
"_'.',mdlspensablembotheamps, E S N
- c:mnac" fief Services:

| CRSestxhhshedan eme:gencyfood :ﬁsm'bnnonmcoopermnnmtha]ocalh&:shm
:NGO El Hilal for food distribution into “no-man’s land™. Thxswasmeoulysmxweof , B
) f_'fnodfnrtmpped,ethstedreﬁxgees,manyofwh:chmledforB-Sdayspnorto » :
‘ ;amvmgatBlmewheretheya]sowemtrappedforupto4days Thesed:suibtmons :
- ;clcmlysavedlwa G ; ‘ . e

Vi;f;CRsttneteadNGoasmtm Th:sampwasrapxdlyoonmwtedmdtthe
" assistance of NATO. thnzdays,overfwﬂﬂomgeesam\wd,wtthnosyﬂemof

NEe -

. ffooddxstribuhnn,medxcalwe,andctbermamlmm CRS has staffed this camp

ﬁxﬂumz,24hmmadaysmceusmcepuonmeaxtyApn1 The outputs of this effort was
- rapid registration of refugees, establishment of distribution systems, and internal order of
‘ﬂwmmpﬂnmghheomzaﬂonofmhxﬂeerreﬁmmr%wsmﬂmmnﬁy
" leaders. CRS, msleadagennyhasptvvxdedtheleadmhpforacoordmatedresponsem
ﬂaeemgemynwdsofﬂuspopulaum : S o N

MCI is the lead agmcy for management ofthe Blace Transn: Center d‘n'ectly ad;acem: to

thebordercmssmg. Thsmmacrmcalar&ﬁorpmwdmgemergemyﬁemmmd

2 _;mcesforreﬁngeeswhc;ustcmssedﬁomsma. ‘This center, whmhthegovmem

" opened approximately 3 weeks ago, is within. sxgktofSerblanborderpohce o
' approximately 800 yards away. -As a transit center, MCIprmdestheesseuttal

'l-‘,"otgmmonaﬁdmmaWOfemugencyreﬁlgeemces, provides refugees :
’slmfomatwnonahemmmmMncedom&andassamMUNHCRmorgamzmgthe

N ‘transponofreﬁsgeesofftheborderm

Camps AR P - e

fe

' n‘_'MCItsthelca,dagencymcharge omeekosCamp Asmch,MCIwas ahletopra-

. position food and essential supplies prior to the arvival of refugees, and to quickly -

L pmvxde reception and essential services to exbausted refugees. MCT has been mc;e&‘b}y

pro-amvemwmpexpmonmwes. mcmpﬁmvemmmeUNHCRandthc . L
jgovetnmeﬂofMacedamn,MCImmeyedad;MManmedlowhudhom«smd o

".:'__[;gmemmmtoﬁmds,andpushedaheadmthmeanngmmespmwaﬁmewiﬁcﬂ




CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES

CRS mewStatement'

| 'Cathohc Rehef Serwces was founded in 1943 by the Cathohc Blshops of the Umted U »

e - States to assxst the poor and dlsadvanmged outsxde the coumry in the foﬂowmg Ways:' .

o 30 fj;by responrhngto vxcums ofnarural and man made dxsasters
e 0 : by prowdmg assmtance to the poorto allevmte thexr 1mmed1ate needs

- . f f by supportmg self help programs whmh mvolve people and eommumtles in then' own N
- development; ' g
v .. _by helpmg those 1t serves to restore and preserve then' dlgmty and to reahze then'
- potennal, . , , ‘ _ ,

L Oby collaboratmg thhrehglous andnon-sectananpersonsandgroups of geed\mll m B
) S r:-;;programsandpro_]ectswhmhcom’bmetoamereeqmtablesoexety; e

- B - 1':_by helpmgto edueate the Amencan people to fulﬁ]l thelr moral responmbﬂmes in B

‘ aJlevxatmg human suﬂ‘enng removmg 1ts causes and pmmotmg somal Justlce o "

: Cathohc Rehef Serwces glves assxstance based on need, not race or nauonahty

CRS wvﬁw/Balka«rw

R CRS has been operatmg in the region for exght years and has developed an extens:ve
L network ofpmnary andsa:celhte oﬁces

. 1991 CRS Macedoria (Skopje)

- .1992- CRS Croatia®* (Zagreb). .
" 1993-'CRS Kosovo (Pristina)

- -~ 1993- CRS Bosnia and Hawgom** (Sarajevo)

' 1994-CRSFRY (Belgrade). -
. .1995- CRS Albania (Tirana) -
" 1997-CRS Bulgana (Sofia) .

1998- CRS Montenegro (Podgonca)

" 1998- CRS Kosovo (Prizren) -

S 1999— CRS Albama (F1er, Durres, Elbasan, Kukes)

S “*"satellﬁeofﬁcesmMosmr,Zemc&BmlaL“ka .» -

o satellme efﬁeee in Knm, Karlovac, Osxjelg

ooas

" KATOMMMKV GIVKB3ATIOMOW © . * - GATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES

, - [pawka 48, Cxonje, MAKEJOHWJA - -~ . .. .. .° - -Praska 48, Skopjs, MACEDONIA.
- l‘loun'eﬂexa appeca: [, dax 882, nourraz SRR Masling Address: P.0. Box 882, Posta2
;-0 - Ckonje,. MAKEAOHMJA : AT Skcpge, MACEDONIA =
..Ten:(388-91)365-129 - ~- ... .7 ... “Tel 389-91%365-129
' dakc: (389-91)365-088 - . .- ..~ Fax:(389-91) 365-058 '
E-mail crs@unet.com, mk o ,‘ ‘ E—maﬂ crs@unat, com.mk, -

' "i'Ihe 0verseas Rehef and Development Agency of the Umted States Cathohc Conference SERR
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CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES =

- CRSMACEDONIA B

' Established in 1991, CRS Macedonia has been an integea part ofhumamtanan response -
- m the Federal Repubhc of Yugoslawa, Macedoma and Albama. o :

N VCRS Macedoma prowded ﬁnanc1a1 and admmsnanve support to emergency and
: development programmmg in Kosovo untnl the evacuanon in March 1999 L

| ) In response to the wave of refugees amvmg ﬁ-om Kosovo, CRS m collaboratlon thh

" .Caritas Internationalis (CI), was first involved with border response. Teams worked

" around the clock to bring water and foodto the over 30 000 people wamng to en’eer ' ‘

S VMacedoma in the first wave of refugees

. Smce 6 Apnl, CRS!CI ha.s been responmble for the management of the largest refugee
. camp in Macedonia, Stenkovac I. The population of the camp fluctuates. from 18, 000 to

- . 30 000 dependmg upon amvals and voluntary humamtanan evacuauons

CRS/CI is also prowdmg food for the camp W‘th the help of hard-workmg volunteers
,ﬁomthecamp,campresidentsgetthreemealsaday c R

& : ‘CRSICI IS also respondmg to the needs of refugees hvmg wﬁh Izost familia Monthly

: rations of flour, beans and oil are distributed to over 90,000 individuals throughoutthe -~ -
. country.  Aware of the economic burden placed on the host families themselves, CRS i IS S

dxstnbutmg monthly ratlons to at least 15 000 host fam:hes as well as the refugees

CR.S and Cantas Germany are contnbunng $1 mllhon tcwards aParem‘ Sc!:ool

i Partnership Project (PSP). PSP is working to build an understanding of ¢ivil soclety

. /This project will target commiunities with high numbers.of refugee chlldxen and host j' R
o fam1hes Isolated Maeedoman commumtxes will also be mcIuded S

I .

‘.V-'v't,\ e . . e N
P C

i

T KATORWMKU CRYXKBU SATIOMOWl . . oo CATHOLIC RELIEF SERV!CES
“ Tpatuxa 48, Cxonje, MAKEOHWJA - o .. . Pragka4s, Skopje, MACEDONIA
- [owrencka agpeca: MN..dax B82; nourraz o s Maillng Address:.P.0. Box 882, Posta2 -
‘ . Cxonje, MAKE}IOHMJA S o Skop?e. MACEDONIA . .
L .Ten: (389-91)365-129 .~ " . o v Tels 389«913365-129
. daKes (389-91) 365-058 - K © .- -Fax:(389-81) 365-058
E~mall crs@uneticomamk - 0 < T L E-ma;l crs@unet com.. mk

- The Overs;eas Rehef and Development Agency of the Umted Stales Cathohc Confexence L
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> Intematlonal Rescue Commlttee (IRC)

- Ivolola Ribar 59, Palata Unija 6™ Floor Oﬁlce Nr. 15, Skople, Macedonta :
Tel (389—91) 127121!12?280 Fax 1391 33 e—mall rc-skg@unetcom m

Mlssron L

Founded m 1933 the Internanonal Rescue Comrmttee 1s the leadmg nonsectanan, voluntary
orgamzauon provrdmg relref protectton and resettlement semces for refugees and vrctzms of “
i oPprsxon or vrolent conﬂtct IRC is comm1tted to freedom, humian d;gmty, and self-rehance. R
o Tlns comrmtment is reﬂected in well-planned resettlement asswtance, global emergency rehef .

' rehabthtatxon, and advocacy for refugees._ L IR o ' |

]RC has prowded assrstance to refugees and the mtemally dxsplaoed in the regron smce 1992, as: -',
well as helped reburld its war aft‘ected commumttes The | areas IRC has and is. Workmg in mclude'v‘ B

Bosma, Croaua, Serbta, Albama Montenegro and Kosovo In February of 1997 IRC arnved m;f .

B ‘ Kosovo and smce March 1998 it has provrded emergency assrstance in the provmce In March of " i o
1999 the' IRC had to evacuate as the conﬂxct escalated and hundreds of thousands of people ﬂed o
from Kosovo mto nerghbonng countms IRC staff from the Kosovo program relocated to -

Macedoma and contmued to provrde asststance to the Kosovar populatxon, now turned refugees

To date 1t is esumated that close to- 750 000 men, women and chrldren have leﬁ Kosovo, ﬂeemg o
vrolence and destrucuon in thexr commumnes Thousands more are helreved to be trapped w1thm o

Kosovo

Pro}ect Purpose

A IRC’s objectrves m Maoedoma are to ensure the health and well-bemg of refugees from Kosovo' : ’
- 5; as well as to assrst Maeedoma m copmg w1th the addluonal burden of hostmg hundreds of«; " |
o ‘; thousands of refugees through pubhc health, water and samtauon and commumty health ;"

programs. R

Beneﬁcxanes o

As of May 12 a tota.l of 231,200 refugees lmgered in refugee camps or hved w:th host farmhes - .
wrthm Macedoma. lRC’s beneﬁcranes mclude a total of 49 200 refugees in three camps As new‘ '
projects are approved, the heneﬁotartes are expected to mclude an addmonal 80 000 refugees S
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Fax o +38991139133 -
¢ B-Mail: - irc-skp@unet.commk -

‘ ¢

. staymg with host farmhes in Macedoma as well as up. to 250 ,000 Macedomans hvmg in the

communities that accommodate the refugees IRC ‘works “with refugees in the following Camps

"Neprosteno (pop 7 500 as of 5/1 1/99), Stenkovec I (pop. 22,200 as of 5t 1/99), Stenkoveo I ‘
. (op. 19, 500 &s of 5/1 1/99) and will likely begm workme in_ the neWIY'eStathhed Cegme o

- reﬁlgee camp (pop 30 600 as of 5/1 1/99)

Homﬁc stones of rape murder and vrolence abound and the destruotxon of homes, pubho and

| fcwxo mﬁ'astrucmre in Kosovo mdmate that the people of Kosovo w111 need the heIp of the .
B ,miematlonal oommumty for months perhaps even years to- come The host oommumues in - _'
' Macedoma, an econormcally troubled country, wﬂl also need forexgn assrstance to cope wrth the =

-

' :V-eﬁ'ect of such a laxge influx of people .

i

:,i':'ProsectAcmm R LR
i ‘bv »IRC provxdes emergency pubhc health ass1stance in three refugee camps In Neprosteno, IRC 18' . o
' .1 ":'.responsrble for camp management, dxstnbutxon of food and other essentlal supphes such as 'A: B
| j'blanket, toﬂetnes and basic household 1tems 'I'o prevent the outbreak of epldemxcs, IRC 1s’,fb
“ responsible for pubhc health programs mcludmg mstalhng and mmntarmng Iatrmes and water -
- storage tanks as well as semng up water taps in Neprosteno In Stankovec I and I IRC carnes out :

B pubhc health educatlon and samtanon work.

, E - In addr’oon, IRC is. preparmg to establzsh two oommumty health oenters that prov1de
SN comprehensrve health semoes to refugees as’ well as the: host oommumty ThIS will mclude a
R psycho—soclal program to help reﬁrgees deal with then‘ trauma as well as a mobrle publzc health i

| educauon outreach progam In addmon, IRC hopes to recerve fundmg for the development of a

procurement cell a pro;ect that wxll rmprove the capacrty of humamtanan agenc1es to provrde_ S
o much needed assrstanoe to refugees  from Kosovo as well as o strengthen the Macedoman Lo

economy by ooncentraung on looal procurement and prov1dmg techmcal ass1stance to local o

'- rmanufaenners SR

m'l.‘uContacts.. | Pl
- Robert Turner, CountryDuector i N

_ Telephone: - +38991139133 -

BTN
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lNTERNAﬂONALa s

-

»'Mercy Corps Intemanonal has been mvolved m Kosovo since Junc of 1993 when a bulk ﬂour" |
-.*‘programwasmstmltedtoassxstsocxalcases Overthcpastsmyears,MercyCorpshasgrownxts,f

B programs, its staff and its involvement. . Over 25 programs totaling over. $25 million have been |
.implemented, benefiting hundreds’ of thousands 'of people. Working through the' Mother Theresa -~ -

Society, the largest and oldest indigenous NGO in Kosovo, Mercy Corps has-been able to help X

o ‘people and save lives. ‘Bulk food, non-food commodities, hygiene parce]s food parce]s, agncultm:e B

.. programs, health and medical programs, wmtemanonprogrmns and cml socxety programs have all |
‘“;-beenapanofMexcyCorps effortsto assrstthoselessﬁ)mmate

f"',’":.g_‘overthepastsmyears. Bulkfoodandnon-foodcommodxtyprograms,feedmgpmgramsandcwﬁ -
~- -+ society programs have all been implemented to assist the people of these countries.” Mercy Corps-. -
o 'mtendstosfaymvorvedmthesecoumnes,maddxmntolinsovo,manefﬁ:rttobrmg]astmgpeace; Lo

;L..:andstabﬂxtytotheBalkans

: '1,: . Semkas Cmnp

 “‘? MercyCorpsmcmememnagmgtheSemkosmﬁxgeecampbetweenTewmandGom The‘
' ,eampcunemlyhouseszmreﬁlgeesbtnxsexpectedtoexpandtoalmost 9000mthecom1ng

e . weeks. “Our activities focus on overall camp management, food distribution and selected social -
" services. 'UNICEF provides educational servicés to children while Doctors of the World PIOVId“-'S

B “heaJthservmesandSohdantepmwdeswaterandsannauonsmes. B
..ABlaceCamp ' | EE
,Thetransxtcampatthcborder Blace lscurrenﬂy co-managedby Memy Corps andAcuonAgamst

Yo Macedoma before bemg a531gned a reﬁ:gee camp

| aucetoRgfungtayingwthaermakes AP '
istance in the form of bulk food and non-food commodities are. bemg provlded 1 75,000

aems are procured lncally, beneﬁtmg the iocal ecom)my

"‘k:alc Tesla #n . 91 000 Skopje, Macédonia « 369-91-363-474, sm-aos ch 38‘?—93-362—657

E-mcil' mc{mck@nic.mpf com, mk

"-lilnadMn,MercyCorpshasalsobeenmvolvedeanjak,Montenegco AlbamaandMacedoma o

Hlmger (AAH).: While. Mercy Corps manages the-overall activities of the camp, AAH manages the . ":4: _
.food: and- non-food ‘distribution.” The camp has & 24-72 hour. in-transit - population of anywhere. .~ .
between 500 and 10,000 at any given time. . Blace i is the ﬁrst pomt ofcontact refugees have thh'_

reﬁxgees, ‘host, families and social cases throughom Macedoma. Workmg with. Catholic- Relief A
Sem_ces ‘and the Macedonian Red. Cross; Mercy Corps is. supplymg flour,. vegetable oil, beans,” | .|
.«sléepmgpads,blankets womensandchﬂdrensshoesandsocksandkﬁchensets. Manyofthese.- s

30303w FIrs?Avenueo Porﬂcnd OR 97201 (503] 242-1032 ch(era) 223-0501 Lo
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- Socml Mobxkzatzon Progmm

, Under the gmdance of Me:cy Corps mcdml oﬁcer, a somal mobﬂxzanon program is underway in -
one of the largest refugee camps, Brazda. The program aims to help the more than 25,000 refugees -

‘living in this camp identify and provide for some of their own bealth; sanitary and recrmtmnal

- ‘needs.” Under the program, the camp is divided into clusters and refugees from each cluster are -
. identified to provide leadership and empower their fellow residents with information and advocacy. -
" In addition, .an infant care program is being conducted at both Brazda and Senokos, providing a
" “mother/infant friendly” environment, health education and traxmng to mothcrs Mothcrs learnf'
woutproperbmastfeedmg,dmrrheaandcarefornewboms - . -

g ‘M‘dkaud CheaveAssmance

“"AInordertopmwdereﬁageesmthamorebalanced&et,McrcyCorps:spmwdmg ﬁ'eshmxlkand ‘,

- cheese to the refugees living in the camps. This program has the added benefit of providing local %

- producers of these products with .a new. market and cash mfusmns mto the economy and has :
. Lrecexvedacco]adesﬁ-omcampmanagersandreﬁ:geesaﬁke ’ e Q

~ ”'*}‘Aduaczmaames

"McrcyCorpslmsmdettakenseveraladhoc mmanvesthhavanetyofdnnorsmourrehefeﬁbrts. e

. .LDS Charities from the US has sent hygiene Kits, food parcels, soap, clothing and blankets for -
 distribution -through Mercy Corps. In- addition, they are pmvxdmg fresh foods. to ‘the camp -

" population in Senokos.  The American Friends Service Committee is providing pillows, hygiene =
. kits, clothing and soap. .Other organizations have contributed both money and commodities.
T anateﬁmdshavebeenusedtopmchasesmallerquanMes of needed food and non-food items in - S
- an effort to plug gaps-which can and do exist mthe commodxtypxpelme and to ass1st orgammtlons' R

’ whlch have contacted Mercy Corps
- : While Mercy Corps responds to thc 1mmcd1aie needs of reﬁlgees in- Macedoma, Mercy Corps |

.. .continues to look to the return to Kosovo. When a peace agreement is finally reached, Mercy Corps- .
"'«mllbereadytoremwﬂhthereﬁlgees. .A multitude of commodities and tasks will be needed-and -

" undertaken in order to- rebuild Kosovo and Mercy Corps intends to be there. Macedonia and iits = E
. industries and businesses wﬂl be a key player in ﬂns effort supplymg much needed commochtles .

- and Iaborto rebmld Kosovo

| 5z?x99

s o
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A Internatmnal Cathohc Mlgranon Commlssmn
) Stenkovac I Camp in Brazda, Macedoma ‘
) , , May14,1999 . " o o
| The Kosovar reﬁxgees face multzple challenges, both pr&senﬂy and upon thexr ﬁIture

L ,addresmg then' nnmment adjustmants to new cultm‘es, languages and socwnes.

B "Cammnmg §ﬂ 'g‘ 'e’o‘

- In an effort to’ oﬁettheuncextamtyofthenﬁ:ture,lCMCpmvxdesameasnre ofnomalcy -
ftothereﬁlgeesthmughxtsCommnmtyServmes. S

- Women and children are suﬁ'enngparhcnlar d:ﬁiculnesﬁomthe:r emotmnaltmuma.

S resettlement in countries around the world: ICMC is supporting their  present needs, wﬁle o

Tt

- Missing sons; husbands and fathers leave a mournful gap among family units; womenhave

- confronted the threat of rape and beatings; and, tor from their homes and commmlmes, the" :
' ‘,,‘_;Kosovarsneedsolace astheaﬁennaﬂloftheseeventssetsm. o A

con W'xthmtents located throughoutthecamp ICMC has setnp eommmﬁycentersor odas,” |
anAlbmantennfor“aroommahouseforgathenng. Here,womenﬁndwaystocope

" with their experiences through socializing and talking in support with one another.

o ~]'Youngergxrlsprachcetradﬂnonalshﬂssuchassemgmdembrmdery Wlthafocusoh

L ‘ﬂlmﬁxtnreresetﬂement,theyalso stndyEnghsh and otherlanguages.

‘ '.; i ‘Cluldren gatherto play sports, sing songs and recrte poems. They study art and dmwmg. ‘
- "These lessons are so popular that each session fills to capacity and more children stand

“waiting for the next. ICMC a]so dlstributes no:n-food items suc.h astoys andchlldren s
'.,cIothes. e ‘ ,

- ,'«‘People °f 311 3868 are acceptmg the services Of 8 “barber shop, a pnv:rte area. sectmmed oﬁ‘ o

- by a blue tarp. The refugees enjoy chess and checkers, though perhaps basketball most of

el 'I‘h(f’Yplaymlanmls:e,slnﬁ;cou;ttat:allhoursoi'thedfs".sf,mﬁlct»S'-"m"k‘w‘“’b‘"‘“S‘e‘”n |

o _playmg at 4: OOAMmtheram.

* ICMC welcomes vulnerable persons and all those m need of dally care wnhm the reﬁ1gee
, 'POP“]ﬂtlon at’ Stenkovac L : |

- In partmular ICMC shelters the eldeﬁy who are alone and unsble to care for themselveo,

L ,' youth without afamﬂy, the physma]ly and mentally disabled and traumatized victims.

a
<

"GenevaOfﬁce' ORI ".:;,' . Macedonla Office;

. - 37-39uede Vemont -« . _ 81000 Skopje
. 1211 Geneva 20, s\mtzeﬂand < .- Macedonia - -
‘Tel. (4122) 9181020 . -~ - - Tel (38991) 164777 -

| Fax(i22)eieioe -, Fax(aeooi)fedsnz-
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Evenv asa newborn sngnrﬁes the resmence of hope a few selﬂess
Amencans glve thelr tlme and thelr hearts te Kosovo S refugees

‘ ‘st name is Amer:kan, and w:tb bzs bzrtb on May 6 near L

.. Fort sz, N.]'., where reﬁtgees fram Kosova began arriving . -
. this month, the healthy. baby boy has becomeasymbol of .

:f:"bopemddelwermce “We feel safe here,” says theinfant’sfa- - i
. ther, Naim Karaliju, 28, a farmer who says be and bis preg- -~ '

: .:'mntwcﬁz, Lebibe, 21, had only minutes to pack before Serb -~

i soldiers forced them to board a'bus and leave. The Karali- .. .~ - -
'pcsbopemrezwnbome Butjbrnowtquredrekcckyones, SRR

" ‘thousands more remain in. camps in the. Balkans, mtbe care"; R

o -ofmtemat:mfrehefagenaes PEOPLEmsztedtbe campstq e
.talktoAmenmns who are. tbere to belp ‘ e

L chﬂdxen, eIderly :md hanchcapped remain apart

- from-their loved ones there. “I want to get them all

- together with their families yesterday,” says: ‘Ward.

- Until then, “I won’t be satisfied.” . .
'Ward, who holds a degree in Buddhlst and
“Western: psychology, found her calling in the eatly
905, developing AIDS edication programs in
** Thailand, ‘theri helping refugees return from that

o at the Radusa refugee camp .and i into her £ather’s

* outstretched anns—twgweeksafmrbecommg sep~.

"I --arated from her parentsat the Macedonjan bor-* -
‘jder-her father, Taz, proclaxmed, “Evcn.m condi- -

"| -tions like this, fpeople can find joy.” Thanks, that

<} is, to strangers like Melissa Ward.

=] .. AKansas Cxty, Mo.; natxve; ‘Ward,, 36, heads
CARE s tracing program in Skopje, Macedonia,

s ‘which has helped reunite the Arifis and about 50 .
-,"other faxmhes smce Apnl Heartbxealungly, 555 .

#-‘country t to.Cambodia: Threatened with arrest in
- Bosnia by ‘Serb police. ‘only last year, she didn’t
- hesitate to return to the’ area. Her only. explana-
‘tiom: “Intemauonal work 1s addlcnve. c
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Has bus!nws now: savisag Eiwes

In the tiny Albanian hamlet of Zogaj, just
across the border from Kosovo, Terry Hes- "

- éliug walks among scores of refugees pausing

melr trek from their embattled homeland. -
He offers food to a young woman, nine
monﬁxspregnant,whomszmngonthegmund-'

~with her two young children, her blank.ex-

pression bespeaking the trauma of her des- - »'
perate flight. “I pray regularly that my heart
'TEVEr gets S0 mughthatlcantcrywhenlﬁm :

that, says Heselius, 66.

. For six years, Heselius—an ex-busmess- R
- man wWho has run some 23 international

compames——has brought aid to Kosovo’s eth- -

nic Albanians. Directing the regional oper-

.k ations of the Christian charity Mercy Corps

International, founded by Pat Boone and
- "funded in part by the U.S. Agency for Inter-

“'national Development (U.S. AID), he ran a-

. nétwork that:distributed food and supplies” .
"to 170,000 people until March 24, when | -
NATO bombmg began and he was among .
the last Americans to flee the province. .- -|

: Heselius, who with wife Nell, 66, has four .
adult children, spent 33 years'overseas de-
velopmg corporations- ‘and . setting ‘up

.-computer systems from Vietnam to Ethiopia.

. Then in 1993 he answered an ad to direct. | -
Mercy Corps’ Kosovo opération; Now he is .
running a Senokos, Macedonia, camp for.
8,000 refugees. “In theend,’" ysHesehus, i
‘a born-again Christian; “it comes down to” |-
. this: How can-you be eﬁecmve in someone R L

eIse kfe?”-

“irs easy to m says Terry Heseilus {r reaching out to refugeesin :
anaj, Alhanla), "but we hava to Ilve the llfe that we're supposed ta he living.” ’

80 5@4/99 PEOPLE

Physician Sheri Fink

{right, in Jazince, Mace--
donia) took the Hippo-

cratic oath the day
hefore she left home for
the refugee camps.

. 'A new life;a new purpcsa .
. Four years ago, Stuart McNeil decided

~in his hometown, State Coilege, Pa. “I
- He joined the Peace Corps and wext to

-Albania, where he was later hired by

. country long enough to begin learning

' th.rongs of Kosovar refugees. “One day

NSANTESSIE O

he had had enough of the corporate life
as a sales director for the Hilton hotel

was 31 at the time, and everyone was
saying, “You're crazy, you havé a good
job,”* he says. But McNeil was serious.

Catholic Relief Services in Tirana in
1997. Even though he has been in the

its language—and to become engaged to
his Albanian language teacher, Sona
Hoxhaj, 23—McNei, like everyone else,
was taken by surprise by the sudden

a camp will call up and ask for focd for
500 refugees,” he says, “and the next
day there’s 1,500 at the camp.”




A new doctor gets dowm o weork -
While studying medicine at Stanford, Sheri Fink -
‘dated a man who knew little about Hitler’s
campaign of genocide, Fink, who is Jewish, de- .-
, cided to promote awareness of that chapter in his- -
tory by volunteering at the Holocaust. Center of .
~ Northern California. Learning that several ethnic
- groups in the Balkans are targets of persecution
today, she worked to publicize their phght “It .
would have been hypocritical,” she says, “not to
‘'be paying attention to other people bemg kllled
- for their religion.” -
" True to her commitment, ka, now 30 went
off to the Balkans the day after she became a doc- ..
tor on March 29. There, she admuustered first
aid to refugees in Macedonia. “There is group
 fear and mass hysteria,” she said above the din of .
- refugees crowding against the steel barriers out- -
side a makeshift clinic at a border crossing.
““Everybody is crushed together, and people are’
3 famtmg, dropping like flies.” . :
_After spending a month gathering mformanon ~
about human rights abuses for the Boston-based
Physicians for Human Rights, Fink returned to
_the U.S. on May 2. If her parents; attorney Her-
. schel Fink, 58, and charity worker Annette, 56,

- of West Bloamﬁeld Mich., had their way; she
“would stay here. But Sheri may return to the:
Balkans, this time to research a book on doctors’
and war. “She weighs 95 pounds,” says Susannah
Sirkin, deputy director of Physm:ans for Human

Rights, “but she’s all energy.”
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- You can’t cry over every case’ . |
. When she used to race motorcycles in her 20s,
" Chalon Lee learned to react quickly to trou-
ble. “In a lot of dangerous situations,” she says,-
. “survival is having a reflex action sorted out .
_ahead of time so you know how you’re going-
torespond.” - ; '
- Since then, Lee, 44, has honed those reflexes,
- aiding civilians in violence-afflicted couatries -
from Rwanda to Bosnia. Now heading the U.S.
“aid group World Vision in Tirana, she is re-
sponsible for getting food and supplies to thou-
~ sands of refugees. “You can’t cry over every
 case you see,” she says. “Otherwise you can’t
help the people.” C
" Bormn in Louisiana and raised in Atlanta, Lee,
‘a licensed pilot and ‘accomplished equestrian,
signed on as a Peace Corps volunteer in 1982,
working in Zaire and Chad before joining
World Vision, where she ran a livestock pro-..
gram in Northern Mali as the country was -
rocked by a coup. “I'didn’t plan it,” she says
of her career. “I just got in the pattern of work- -
_ing in conflict situations.” .~

A life of helping leads 1o the Balkans
"When she was 14, Kim aard made a list of things
she wanted to do with her life: Climb mountains; jump
out of an airplane; ride a train like a hobo; run a_
‘marathor. Then she set about achieving each one. “She
checked them all off,” says her mother, Priscilla.
" But there was one to-do item she couldn’t check off
. and move on from: making a difference in the world. So
Maynard, 41, has spent 22 years working in disaster
relief in such places as Tajikistan and Somalia and now
heads the U.S. government’s Disaster Assistance Re-

sponse Team for Kosovar refugees in Macedonia.
 Poking her head into a tent shared by several fami-
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lies at a sprawlmg camp near Skopje, she asks about' |

conditions. “We have enough food and blankets,”
exhausted refugee Hysen Llazam, 41, “but-we need
showers and more clothes.” Relying on such conversa-
tions, Maynard and her team of 10 assess conditions in

the camps, recommend ﬁmdmg and give dmly updates

to U.S. AID in Washington, -
As a Quaker who once spent three months hvmg

_on the streets on the West Coast to better understand.

the plight of the homeless, Maynard believes in being
a good listener. “You need to know what's going
on in people’s hearts,” she says. “Otherwise it just
becomes a job.” Raised in the Seattle suburb of Belle-

replies:

vue by Prnscdla, 77, an amgxt, and eye surgeon ‘Bob
Maynard, 73, Kim has always welcomed a challenge. -

In 1982 she became the first female member of Mon-
-tana’s elite Smokejumper forest—ﬁre-ﬁghnng team.

“She’s pretty unﬂappable, says fellow 1umper Kevin.
Lee, 41, -
Indeed, just moments ‘before her mamage to d1p10~
mat Al Charters, 42, last September in Issaquah, Wash.,’
bride and groom parachuted from'a plane as guests

‘watched from the ground. Charters is currently sta-'

tioned in Tirana, where Maynar.d sées him whenever
she can. “My philosophy is that you become a better

 Written by: Tom Flelds-Meyer, Bruce Frankel and Patrick Rogers Reparted by: Nina Biddie, Liz Corcoran, Joanne Fawler and Pets Norman in the Balkans.
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Members of Congress attending
Macedonia Briefing

Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison (R—Tﬁ
Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) 9
Sen. George Voinovich (R-OH)
Rep. Sheila Jackson-Lee (D-TX)
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