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InttoduQed futlie Senate' by Sehator ByroIlL~ Bf?tgan (D:'~)~ along with Senators ' 
, Olympia Snowe (R..ME), PaufWellstoIi:e (D-l\.1:I'l), and Tim>JohnsoD (D~D) , 

,,';, ,.',:,.,::,., '{:--,..'" ,' __ ;.-,,,,:,:>,r,,,;,,,,,~·:,;:,:·Jt/"'-'I,:'~·':'_;'_,,'~.r: ,·..::;.." ...... ·i',..:,lJ':' __ ;,' .._~,·_·/:.'·.·- <, •• ,~'._'.,. ,'.~:,'",:" 

,'~Wh~t~doesthe,lilte;'n~tioiihl:;~~~crlp~i~ii:nrlig'f}l~~itj:Act:·~~~iY>Ty~j, ",,* '/' " , ,', .. ' 
'.',.' ' '. 'Th~(1:liil'would -alloW. U~S·'.cO~ers"aot~sto, ~oW'er;pnc¢d:pres,criptiqndrug8 g~ '~lfuWi:riKtlieir ' 

, " phmnaciSts to iinpdftrpresc¥.ipt1b~:d1}ig~~~t<tt1ie:"@~ie~Si~tes';:, ti1es6:are:ih~ ~amtr#Ugs "" " 
llvaihible in the United States, trui:iiiifaitU1;ed l)y t1l~"sam~ company,.ftequently rilade'fu the same ',' 
plav.t, and sold under the same bian'rmU!ne. "','. ,~: 

, , : ~ , , '~' ,. J .' ' 	 .I, 

. , .:'" i .•, ", f. " .' : ~:, " ' • :, .;.' • ," ,': " • 

, ,rhis wOUlda~~~ th~' ah~,si~a.tionw~are ~~~~~ c(;ns~er.s ate 'paYing sub~antia!.ly 

..: ~~f#; pH(:~s'tortRei~,F.~s<fi:ip~ori'~~~~,~ #~W~~;~~eA~,of:~~~~~Me~~o" 3n~ othE:r ' " 


," "coUDmes: The',m~ati'ontd',~rescripti6ii'I!>IUgPantY ACt1amlhwithe Fea&al Fo'o~ 'Drug'and 

, '·;GosmetibAi(to'·8fi~w. ~~~~¥i~H~ik~ ,aha 4i,5it#tiuioi{tJJ~ci~:'pi-esct.lption,dni~iJnto 

"	the tJhltedSktes as'lontidij rhey'arirapprW~d JJ; 'th/:(U:S::P'O'Od f~ii(ib'fug,jtfd}:niiii.SfrOiiOr.: 'and 
m'iznUj'acturedat FDA-inspectedfri~tlities.' Pbarihactsts and dist11but&s wili lie'able to pur.chase 
these drugs at lower prices arid then paS's'thehuge saviiig8,~Qng'to Atiierican.,coruiUiners. ' 

, 	 , 

Why's tliis bill needed? , .,', ' ,',,".' " ' 
"Under fed.erallaw ' pb.e.ilD.a.eeutical' cempaniesandAndiYidU8:l,co'i.1BUmUs ate'theoiily'onel; " . " 

"", allowed to, Un~oidrugs"soro¥edby ,tli~·tT;s}·EOod.aPcf.Dru~'Adrid.nfstrati.on itltotbis' ci:nmuy. 
",,. " ...L' ",,' :'" ",,',.;' ,C" .' ,'.. :..:, ~', '.:,~ :. '>;:;' .', '; .', " ' ';~', ' .. ' .' 

,Yet., if an Americah p1lahriaci:st!ijidi~aufut;wants t6'pilliiiakf! th~sci;frDA:ii~Proveddrt~gs at the' 
,much-lower prices aVSilaBle:illcot1ier. o6untiiesano. p'ass th'e'sav.tngs atongt6 tb:~ custolJ1en;; 
tlley are prohib:ited by law'ffurii~ofug,:~6:',~~:iiohYi((~ in~ly'~of,tl,l~sediUgsar~'made~n our . 
~txntIy and 's~pped,to pllarma~stir~'4Qi¢td~~t-or8~~'otlier 'Co'uiitiieS':for,:sSle 'atJo~er pdbes' ' 
tli¢re~' but AmeriO'an;p~is~;'and'dlS1irib~~s'cailno(refuiport,theSe"diu~rilaae in tb)e United 

,States back into thls coUiitiy~, We 'nec(fto aillimd cmTeIl"ffedeihl1aWtO)Jllciwphannaeists and 
distributors'to bUfarugs;.which,are aPproved fotsaIe hi the U~lited Stat,es,fiomother countries 

',to .take advimtage .o:rt11e.lewlrprices.'aya11ab·1~tiiete:; :~s'~s\:,a:oo~~n-~Emse tl)hlg to .'(lo~ It is " 
,'Pto..b~51ness. pto!.consllriler,:and ptO:!.~erlcan. .',,' ,:; »Jj ,.:, .. 

:-' ·t . " . " '" ,'>, .;,': ',:,':';', ,<>:;,:.;~~," ,:/\;';,.:i.>",;,.":,:.,,:,,,: ,,:.. " " ' 
,	what iSthep11ce dme~~n~l6"ei"'~Ii'pres~ctip'tloD..:arugs:a61d;iti~ihe t1rjlted St~tes ~ind 'other ' 
,countrieS? . ,>,: ",,' ,:,". ".::;:,',", , ' ,,' ,',',,', ',,' " " 
Anumber ofstudiesoviitife p'asf'deoSde; 'as ~ell'as~aneeddta:l eV1Cience,cdrifirii1.S that there is a 
significant pricedlffeiencc fofdIugs b'etween 'the United Stathsand.othcl- countrits; Fe}!·' 
instance; a 1999 ,reView by Senator Dorgan l s office ora dozen of tl:le most commoilly u.sed ' 

',' , .. ,I '"" 	 , 

prescription drugs ,rev~d'tha.t Nprth·D'akotac6n8iiriiers Pil-Y, 01?- average, 205% niore than their ' , 
Canaaiim counterpilrlS. Si:D:rilarly, astUdy)ythe N~tioD.al COllnoil'ofS~or CitizenS ofth(itop , 
1O"prescnption'diUgs:used by~~i<ier',P,ilii01;i:~~"foun;d ~t,il\ c~verY' iristaiiCe, U.S; citiztms,were 

" p~ymg significautlYrii6fe',f(;r.t11~lsitAe'dfug!)tfuiD/Gaillai3'ii!n 1lIidN1~o'aii:constWets, 'A U.S. ' 
" , . " ' , , ';;. ,j',:~'.;"L;:~,):,' ' '; '.5" ' ;', \~::::);:J," :,.. ' , ' ~ , ' "" ",,::,,;',:, ' , 
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http:N~tioD.al
http:EOod.aPcf.Dru~'Adrid.nfstrati.on
http:sub~antia!.ly
mailto:iinpdftrpresc�.ipt1b~:d1}ig~~~t<tt1ie:"@~ie~Si~tes
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.·G~e,~\.~';"~:~l~~~~:lt~~v~J~~1;id~~i~di~"'i,0ll;~1~ .• ili~.y Co~t' 
:. 32:,,~'~rc~tliighertiianihe,sailie;"rodu'CiS:hi:G~~'.· "" ",'/:t,' !:>, '., ',," , . 
• ' , ,~~, ,F';> " .:' '. ',: ,;, :,' ;' ", "P',:';':i':";':"::::'" '//,; ,: ;;', ';:, ',;. :,} ;;,,(',r' ;",";' :, .' ~'"." 

fu 'taet,:iiic foilowm~ dhait,slld~s~L:~~~:sam~ dAi~,th~t'~~:a ,~;~hi~f:'~iti'z~ri' futhd Umfed ' 
states $ U)'Ocosts senio~~ 'm ritheic?~~es afracp(j:Q~fthit ptid=,i: .,\' ',': , ' 

'. ',': " ,;'"_ •••;, , • "" I" ,'_.,:", "', :~'.: 

·.. :;~~~t~~.".';i~: ,: >, ....;,\/::~t1~::.':,.,> :,':'.i' 
, :'" United States", '$1.00, ." 

•• ,,:}/,·i';~~.i.f; ;r" ;~:~ll'i,;" , ,.... '.'" 
.,' . '\:Urlitbdfr~g<iom' .. '<-$0'6',"':;0'"", t 'I, 

.• '.. ',: ',' •.•...•• ,.... ':.':. '~')':'fl;i~';'\/::Yi'..,", '!!f!,~~'; •• .' ';' '.; ."..':" 

"Wh~o'~u.ppo'rlstheliit~~Da~b~~:P~~QP'ti6n'·~r:ug:~~iY',Ai!t'?i" 'i,,',: :'.. :, , . .,. ,.' ,:", " , '. 

This ibil1liasb¢e~ eiid.Orsed';bY pamitl~ usA:,'P~~11~ ci~n; llic;Na:1lon:B.l ecim:m~ty" ;, 
Pllaifuaoists Ass06iatio~ a.11'd tlieNorth Dakota 'P~eai¢:d~~\ssoCi~ti.on: . ' ' '. , ! ' 

• • " -, • : • " , '. ,.' '" , • , '_. • '-. I 

• ,"';, ~:;:", ,'j'" t'>"" "~-'. ~~ »~.~;.~,, __ (,',.,:;;'_'.,~""" :Ii. ':: ;:, ';;~:':;.""t;. ~.'~' ~·.l ,\.:.~ ,, 

Who 'opposes 'ihelntiirila:donal Pres~riptio~nr~gp'aHtY'Aa;Z '.: '~;", . ,.,' .' ' 
., •As. one' woul<i~p~t/tlie'i.)i1:1'iS'qppOSea by 't}ie,phai:J.ilaceWdl l:ri\futlfacturlllg.:iridusuY~', . 

'" :-' .", ,",' ':\;~;<'i" .' ". ";,,,,::,,:,:~,'::">; ::;!/',.;, :,,' "'":(', :",<",:,1' ',';/;':':;/:j,' (\ ci'Y';':: ' 
'Wh~t Are some' ~f'~he ~i.(ins:tir~(bif ~i,c~~pAAie~f~ake;aQb~tt~ls::il~gjSii~o~+/';; ':: , 

Grie claim. that the pWmaceuiIeaJ i~omp&li~' ttiaRe is'tllat' this'l'~gi6hiti.on'could'clit;futo'1he 
amoUnt they spend on research. ,However, only abdht 20 cents (>f paCh prcscript1ehAltug dollar is 
sPehton. reSear~hahcl developmetlt h about th~~~e ,as:the riliWufacturers' spend onadve:rtising , 

"ail~,maI:keti:n8:,~ an~:,~~~J~iS ~b:~~ent~:'~ii ~5,:~~~)J~",s\1en( ~ri,labtUa;l"pr,l!ldLfutjon"ofthe drug,. ' 
". , 

'(, :~, .~:: '. '; ~~.. ,: ',i ••\ ::ll\: ::~::'~':-!f'~ ~;:~~,.I::':;'.: ~~: :~}:·,".{~;':1~~:·~':"~>. ;;!~::;:II'''.c;,~,.r\'J'\·'< '~,\\ ,'; ~.; .. ' ~\;~ ';);:k~; ~> ",' I 
Th/iact'is thafproniS ~eet:id~r~~earlh'PO.stsi~t,'t1ie'~oiiP~en:.td~S.:,~g"cbmp'apies. ~-~aceutie31 
'companies" afi:6f-ta"C.,pro~ts av~rilg~' t'i 'i~'ereeIJ.t fi;9.1n-l9~~ uf ):99.~~ cop:.parea.~iili:5'p'~;rcent' fOT 

': 
all 0tlie('fud1.lstriesj~otd~,to,'a;Ji"eCember.·, i~99~: ~'1;tOrt:I'lli~ ~.9~:;paru~an'qoligres~ional 

" Re.~~~~B~iCCi(~),i','("'~, {<~::~~) ,!~\ ""'" .,,~,;'-',,' ·'\,:~ ..c;~:":"~"":'~':;,I'::';,, '/: "':, .":".:: c':: ':', ,', ,,' 
In addiii(:m/AIrieri~nii' taxpiiyet's 1~e~Vi1y'slibsidiZ~~p~'~hiic8:f~earehi (Fot mstanc,e;Ui' 
i996al6ne, thephainiaCe\ltlcaihlausb:y ~·a1)l~·tOi~uce its':~ iia~jlity by $3:8 billion Using a 
\fa:Oety oftax. credits. As a;result,accoidingto,tIicCR.s~ drligriWcers,pay significantly lt~siri 
taxes thaa other mdUStries';, The a~erage ef.retd~e ~ iate foi.plj~ce:uiic~ cOnlpames was .16.2 
p'er~elit from 199316 P}96~'''?~mp'i(Fedt6tn~'a¥'eriigeiettec:tivetax~at~ of"2"1':3 pefc-ent;frjt,hll ' 
,~t~~~ima!\i i~dUs:,~.'::~ ..:::'\""".\" ':'::', ,,' :,',' '.~:" },:">,,,~:):\,,( ..~ •. ' '::'('~,,", .~\/:, .,'.' ',: ::" ':/'~" '. ':';:: '",' ': 
A.noiii~r P6pufut hl~iicl 6tt'he~pW~~cl~Uttcil iIM~ttY(is"'tJ~attfi(~.;blH*ou1aunpdit other 
cOhntTles' price Controls! 'The rnt~fuailonai:Pres~ption Drug'PaiitY Act mere~yextends the . 
benefits 'of free' tra.de t6'i)uyers,ofpresCription !ltUgs,~t}ru:g.'rrmntif~iurersalie'3dy heIle.fit from 
free trade by haying ,ttl.C fugtcdients for ihefr,~udts:'arthih Jo;¥e:st' prices,en the '1V~~1d market, . 
a:ri<fin 1aot~ ti:la:Li~'oft'b.e~mgredierits;tbe~use'bU,' B'e'niip.~ite'd.l:t~Lt'~f :~ffs( :TIiiS bHLwoUld ': 
.,' ""'·;::"'::'~;'1:>'."'<>""·"<",,:Ji')":/::·:':"': :',«:;,~~">{~,:<,>,,, " .;", ' ' 
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http:this'l'~gi6hiti.on
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