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.The text in this booklet was WriHen by Thomas M. Smith 'of the Datil 
Development Division of NCES and appears in The Condition of 
Educution, 1995. StetJen G. Klein of MPR Associates, Inc. adapted the 

,content tu this format, Andreo Livingston 'and Karen Singscm edited the 
,text, and Leslie Retallick andLyrm Sally designed the graphics and layout. 
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~:_~:~~:~:':~imi~Ori_~ai;';;-~=;;~~~'~~~in~,:;",~I~~~~~::~~2~ 
- '-'-.-~-7.:"" -::: especiaIly for those '-who are' socially and eronomica11y_disadyan-... '.~:::::_,:::: -=:~._.:~ .~.:==-_.: ~::'j~ 

. '. taged. Hispanic Children are likely to be at an educational disadvan­ " , ' . ' , , .. 
. ~: ~:. , ~:~' --:-" --:"tage relative to whites for several ~s, including a gr:eaterlikeli- '" ~ , '. ':, " .. : .­

,.. ' '.' . ,'hcxxi of living in pOverty and lower average levels of parental eduea:.:' '-,"" .- -:~;~:,- ,.::....'.-:.~':." ·c··· .. , 

'. -~:~:...: .: :~':~~.~-=-"-: ,·-::tion1 .A:larger percentage ofHispanie;,~~~nts.alsc> attend·disadvan-,......::'---.:...L~,~_'-c.. _'_ ,,--~~.~~Ji 
'''''' ..,~.;', .......". .:' taged schoolswherethe0verall academic and supporting environ- .. ". , , " . '.. ..,' ·-,.:·::'~'-t 

..... "'_ . ') me.~ts~ ,!ess"C:On.~~ci~e ·~:~~g.2 ~addition.:a much higher.'. . . .. ,-' '- ~"'-I~ 
.._---_ .....: ....... proportion of Hisparucs than non-Hispanicsarefomgn born. mean-.c..:.:~...:.=-:.:".~:.::........__ '-'. J;,­

... "._,'-. ·:_.:~"-,-:_._.ing'that Hispanic children are less likely to hear Or speak English at .. __...' ,.~~...~:;~~~-_~~::c~:~'s"'~.~.--.;~! 
. - ,~ _~ome and are more.Iike1y;to have ~t~.Englishprofia.~o/.. . . ---.- .-_:~~-~=~~ -:-.-:-.:-~~~-~,~~-,:~~ -~ .e­

• ~ > ';. • • 

" Although limited data availability offen leads researchers to treat ' .. 
'Hispanics as if they were a ho~ogeneOus group, the u.s. Hispanic .. 
population is diverse. The three largest Hispanic subgroups.are "~~'''-' .. 

. Mexican Americans, Puerto Ricans,and Cubans. Recent immigrants 
from CentraI· and . South , America· constitute a fourth grqup. These ,_ ..... _'" 
subgroups are concentrated in ,different paris of the United States, . 
their economic circumstances vary, anu the timing of their immi­
gration differs_ In this fourth publication in the series of Findings 
from The Condition of Education, o'verall trends for the u.s. 
Hispanic population are provided, with breakouts for the largest 

. Hispanic subpopulations where data permit '. ' 
• r'" ~ ... '•• .' . . 

Both Hispariics and whites have made import3nt educational gains . 
over the past two decades (see, for example. No.1 in this series, "High 
School Students Ten Years After A Natiin At Risk"). In many regards, ,"," 
however, HIspanicS. trail.~~hite counterparts with respect to 
educatiollaJaco:sS, achievement. and ai.tainment.aIthough some of ",:,,':" '~.• 

. c' these differences have rl.atrowed over time. OJtliried below are some .' .::'" . 
·-+examples ofthe educatloruu differeriees between Hispanics and 
.. 'whites with lespect to preschool attendanre, demographics, aCademic' .'­
' .. achi~v~ent. dropout rateS, schoolcliniate,parentaI involvement. . . - . 
~urse-taking patterns, educational aspi..-ations, college .attendance·:·:!·,~:--;~·L 

and completion, labOr market ootcomes,dnd adlilt literacy .levels. . 
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i spa nic:~ch i I dren:start."·ele~enta ryschool-".-..,.,....,..,'"'-'-:"~..,.,.,....,.~c:-:::.7'""_____,_.__ . 
.withless.preschool experience than" white ~.:. 

'0 ',-~-.....-" ...' .... 'children~' and this gap has widened over time~:~-:'o~=~.,,~:'::~:::::~.:~c.:: ._.~_ ...,.." 

Hispanic and white children differ greatly in their extent of par- . 
.----..".~'.-~~- ,·'tidpationineducation ~fore·kindergarten.f.everalJederalpro-_., .... , 
.. grams,' such as Head Start, a popular program f~r disadvantaged' 

preschoolers, were launched to give children from low-income 
.... - .... ." .. '. "'" . families an early start in education. Yet, despite these programs, 

, . fewer. Hispanic children are enrolled in .presEbool th~n 
-- cfilldren.andj;he·g~p has'widened overtiIne;·~ 1993,17~perCentj~~~.,,::~~.~_..~ 

clf ,Hispanic 3- and4-year-olds -werein-preschoofprograms-? 
compared to 38. percent.of .white c:hild.rt:n. ?ince·th~mid:':1970s,../ 

. white 'enrollment .rates in preschool' have:mcreasedmore than.. 
10 percentage points, while Hispanic enrollment rates have fluc­
tuated, with the rate in 1993 approximating that in 1973. -

3- an d 4-year-olds 
enrolled in prekindergarten 

Percer'!t 
.45 

u""p', .. 
40 .. 

, ,', ~ . ..:----.....' ~'38% 
"35 ..... . , :- .. 

" 

. While , • 

30.. . '. '. 

25 . 

20 

15 

.1~ ,", ~';.: .~.:~.,..:. :::~;":';:'~~:_',;f;.:.}l_:~~:"~~t~l~l~;t:_::~:~-": ;::/~'::£':":~ 
. ,~ ..~ ."-" .:.:

0;- i. 11 -il :"11 

'73 '77 "81 - . '93 

,SOURCE: U.s. Depa~tm~nt of CommerCe, Bureau of the 
Census, October Current Popul"tion Surveys. ' 
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The percentage of students ineJementary and~condaTy public 
··-:::-----;~:~--------:..-~:s_cho61s-v.1h()·a·reHrspariic~has"aoiibl~d6veilh·~Ii:jst_.""C"'_·'"~' ... 

.. . ·deca..d.e~EntollmeIifofHisparucsluaentSincreased. fromJess~ .: .... . 
.... .. ..... ~an 6 ~~~~~!~oLt~taLp-1.!pli~_~~o~~nti1L19,Z3_1QJJ~ClJlyJ2r.. '-'·'-""---.. .. . . 

. .. ="' __ ","~'_"" .......Pe.rc:e.r!1 m. ~993. J'his demographic change has been most pro-"" '--'--'--~--"'---'--.. 
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Percentage of public school students who are Hispanic· 

·.·E~ai 
..... .'.' 

. SOURCE: U.S. Departm~nt of Com~erce/Bureau of the. ; ;, , 

-Census, October Current Population Surveys .. 

. Furthermore, the ethnic isolation of ~paniC students has ~ , '!~" 

Forexample>between 1968 and 1992, the percentage of Hispanic 
. students attendirlg schools that were 9~100percentminority 
increased from 23 to 34 percenV '..... " ...~.- ... 
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• 	 Although. gaps in the academic performance 
of Hispanic and white students appear.as .. 
early as age 9 and persist through age 17, 
some of these gaps have narrowed over time. 

As early as age 9, differences can be seen in the academic perfor­
mance of Hispanic and white students. Academic proficiency in 
reading, mathematics, and science, as measured at age 9 by the 
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), is lower 
for Hispanic children than for white chl1dren. Although scores 
for Hispanic 9-year-olds have increased in mathematics and sci­
ence over the past 15-20 years, there has been little change in the 
gap between the scores of white and Hispanic 9-year-olds over 
this time period. 

Hispanic-white ~aps in reading, mathematics, 
. and SClence for 9-year-olds 

(in scale points) 

32
30 

22 

.,. . 

1975 1984 199Z1978'98S 1992 . 1977 19861992 . 
Reading . .Math Scienrce .' 

.- " 

SOL"RCE: NCESI National Assessment of Educat')na] Progress. 

Although the achievement gap between Hispanic and white 
13-year-olds has narrowed greatly in mathematics and science 
since the late 1970s, a large gap remains in these supjects, as well 
as in reading. For example, in 1992, the average mathematics 
proficiency scores of Hispanic 13-year-olds fell about midway 
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,. 
;-;':;±~":'-"'''.~I''''fII.'''''':'''"''''''''·i.''''r.~=.t._,..~.~... ~, "' ....~ 

.. 
.... it}'4"';;1"3 .'..:.;.,'-"""'....:,. ~__." .~•• ~"'_~":"_~'•• ~ :..>,...... ' ••~.". ..,. 

"'" . ..~---~ .. ~....-.~.. -~,~",~, 
'" -:', ",;'_.';:1::<.t,', .;.,.._ • "_. :,:-:. _. , _~ ,~:' .. 

between the average proficiency scores of white 9- cmd 13-year- . 
. olds. This gap suggests that, on average, HisparticChiJdren's . 
level of math skills may be as much as 2 years behind that of ' 
their white peers by age l~a deficiency that they will carry .... ,...., .. 

.,..~-.- ...-~.,-." wiihThem into' high sChooI::The size.·6f~the 'gar was' similar'in :::-:-'. ,.:-. -...,...-~.:~.-:~~..-". 

", :~. "'~_:~::=.:...=~ ..'::"::~,: .- .reading and was even larger.in science, with Hispartic 13-year­
. ,oIds scoring at about the same level.as white 9~year-OldS: '. __ ' 

. ,Average proficiency, scores '" .', " 

- -,.-. 
"" , .. , .~ ..~,~~- ..-.-....-.~--..---- ...... - -" 

,-.' .. " ­ "­ ----,-_.- Reading"::~:~--' .: .. ,-~.--.~-.... -~~.- ,----,_... 
~-~-----.-.. - ...... " .. 

-.. ".. :." 1975 . 217 262 ..293 183 232 252 ., .- --., '--~ ._- .... -----­
·~·-- ..--- ......·-----·1984 218. -::':'~-263 '~~'--195·- -IS7 -240 :·268 ,. ,-- ..~,,'-----..::""~.==.~- .... -,~ 

1992218266 297 192 '239 '271 

Mathematics 
~ 1978 .224 272 306 203 238 276 
t.-
::: 1986 227 274 308 205 254 283 
,'. 1992 235 279 312 ·212 259 292 
~. (' 

Science 
1977 230 256 298 192 .213 262 
1986 232 259 298 199 226 259 
1992 239 267 304 205 238 270 

,"'!,.. 

· SOL"RCE: NCES, National Assessment of Educational Progress. 

At age 17, NAEP ~cores indicate a .large gap in reading, mathe­

matics, and science achievement between whites and Hispartics. 

The Hispartic-white gap in reading and mathematics, however, 


· has narrowed overtime. For.example, in 1975, average reading 
. . 

. proficiency among Hispanics at age 17 was well below that of . 

. ·17-year-oldwhites, .and even below that of 13-y~ar-old whites: 
In 1992, the proficiency gap had fallen by one-third, such that, . 
17-year-old Hispartics were now reading at about the same level 

. as that of13-year-old whites. Most of these gains in reading 
were made by 1984, however.;While the gap betw~en the mathe-, 

- matics Scores of Hispanic and white 17-year-olds also remains . 
· large, Hispanic students continue to make proficiency gains, 
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t cators, the 10th; to 12th-grade dropout ·rate among Hispanics ............. 

:., . ~'as substantially lower in 1992 than it was a decade earlier.' 

.t: ..... ·········"·However,·dropoutrates for Hispanics are stillmuch.higher.than._.... ........... _ ....... _.

l" . .for whites, The reasons that both Hispanics and whites gave for .' '. . 

?", 

, . . . Jeavmg school were more often school-related than job- or fami-' .. ' 


;7--==7------'-:~~~~~~aJe~=g'!::!'::::f~~/:~ar;:~~=:=~~~---..-~~.=~.:- ....:~~.~. ~~~--.':'r-

It:- . - • "-. 	 sa.-ne proportion as wrote females.~.·. -.. . ..,. ..., ~ - ,.....--..:~- ... ..r'. ~ 
.~ 

t .. 	 10th· to 12th-grade dropout rates 
~ 

1982 

.." :-." ....• ; . 

. . ': :.'White".·· 
1992 	 . .' 

'. '::::. ti;Spamc : 
- ! '0­

. " 

-.- ­ .. 

SOURCE: NCES, High School and Beyond Study and the 
National Education Longitudinal Study of 1988. . 

With a lower proportion of Hispanic high school students drop­

ping out, one might expect the percentage of 16- to 24-year-old 


. Hispanics who have not compJeted high school or earned aGED .. 

.. (the status dropout rate) to have· declined. However, there was 


, 
.~ 

:.'. 
, 	

no :::neasurabJe decline in the status dropout rate for Hispanics 
between 1972 and 1992.6 This may be due, in partl to high 
dropout rates for HispaniCs before 10th grade,7 and highimnrl-' 
gration rates .lor less educated Hispanic young adults. who may, 
never enter u.s. schools. . 
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.• Dropping out . is strongly .related to the length of 
'" . . time. a Hispanic family ha~ lived in the United 
~'7~States and toJhefamiJy'~.. ~<>MraY.Y .9t()rigin .. ~ ' ..... :~... '. 

'. .' '" . ., ," ......·•.,..·.·C ..d"~·'·._.·;-:-·=· ,..::::.:, .. -~:·.:::c.=::::::;:;.'::.::::=;:.:.~,~•.I,: 

"_:~~~~~~~~~~~~::.~,:~~.=:-:--=~;~:',~~~i:'!l:..:~"~~..;_'_~~,:,.;,,'o--r., ,"~,,_ F ~~:~"::_',>",,~~, ~ .. '\>._ ••••~ ~"-: ~.• _." • "'_,._~~,, ',,,, '. , 

. . . In''1989;-43 percent ofJiispanicl6-'to 2~year-oldSbom outSide ...·:"..·.......~.__.,~.:c....-:-_.._..._,,_. 

, the 50 states and the District of COluinbia had not completed high . '.. 
. . :"-- 'sChool or earned a GED. The status dropout ·rates for first-genera-: .. :,... . .... "_" ..... ".. 
·tion and at leastsecond"generation Hispanic AInencans were . :.-' ""'Y"I!' 

........··.... ··,,·..·_..:·:consideiably lo~ei'.{17 percent and 24'percent, ·respectively).1t ..-·..··-..~--.. ---,-:.. ",",_...__ ~. 
,. - ' ,~~·f-..r,...:.tJ.j,·~~ ...~....> ;""""""¢,...,;..,i' ... ""'7,,, j"" 

'.. .. ,.. . should be noteg, howe~~r, ~at HispaniC dropout rates are still· . , . ' .. , 
,'" ""._.._.__. of npn-~PCl!ll~_~hen ··the.length . of residenci'ilf~-'" ,. . . . . . 

- .. ''''--, the United States is taken into aCCount~ln nther:words,·high sta- " ..~",-",:~.~::""~,:,:",,,-,:::::'. 
.. . ..~:-·::=-..-·'-::-::=::-:-.:tus dropout rates among Hisp'~Cs are not just a problemasso-··..·· :-.'~=-= ...::=--~..,..~~~..;,... ': .... 

""ciated V1.rith recent !mmigration.8 .--"'-" ........ ,.', . c:.7'-"'·:::.;· .,~'~.•:;.'-::;:-.'.--~..---,. " 

~. ,Status dropout rates among 16- to 2~year~lds:1989 

....... Recency of migration Total Hispanic Non-Hispanic 

Total 

Born outside the 50 states 
and D.C. 

First generation 

Second generation 
or more 

29 

10 

11 

'43 

17 

24 

'8 

6 

'11 

SOIJRCE:U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, November 
cUrrent Population Survey, 1989. . ,...:' . ". .. 
., " 
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Compared to the staM dropoui'rate. for an 16- to 2~year-old 
.. Hispanics in 1989, the dropout rates for Mexican Ame.ricans and 
.'Puerto .Ricans were ·siIriilar.However,:,the dropout rates. for .' 
::Cubans andl/other Hispanics"(including Central andSo~th 

.- -:.:.. ..--...:-~-: ~:.........:.... .... :..:...---.--~ ':.-' .. .....-. _.__ .. 

'''.' .. '"". 
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Americaris) were much lower~ .:. '.:~,.: .:..... ' .'" .. . ...... ­
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, ,Status dropoutrates for pe1'So~s .ag~d 16-24 
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.Hispanics 


',' "SOlJRCE: US'Department ofCommerc:e;'Bureau 
·"_·theCensus,-November-Current Population Sy.rY~y, 

1989.• 

'Mexican ·Americans made .up about S4perl:ent.o( the Hispanic 

population in 1989, and about 74 percent of all Hispanic d..ropouiS­

in this age group: Among Mexican Americans born elsewhere, 


, the dropout rate was 55 percent; this subgroup accounted f~r 
about 48 percent of all Hispanicdropouts.9 

... Hispanic seniors are' more likely than their 
white peers to experience learning disruptions, 

'~. 
.but have similar-attitudes about discipline and 

/ teaching quality in their schools. . .... 

. Research indicates that a safe and orderly school environment is· .. 
key to effective learning. Astudent's achievement can be affect­

,ed by the degree to which the school maintains suchan environ- " 
ment.ln 1992, Hispanic seniors were'morelikelythanwhite ':.<', 

.. '. seniors to report that dlsruptionsbyother studentS interfered 
With their learning, that fights often ocCurred between different 
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~.,...,.---:---"......,~.,.,..".~..."..,....,.-..".~.. 
that~~teachersareinterested in.' 

·:..-··.12th-grad~rs' altitudesallout school dim,ate: 1992· :' .... 
"--.,,.;.._.. _._----_.--------'--------­

........_ ... , ..0.:..._,",'....,'_..."•.;--.._-_._...._.., ...--- ~e~:~..-.-~'-'~~~';~:;-'~;--~~~~~'~~~'~'--~~:~j~f!.~~gs~~~~~~~'-=;;~M"::::~==~'~~;-:=~=~~::'-'~':=~' 
,Statements about sChoolcllmate '., ·yvhite Hispanic ...... __~,..._.__..,~ _. 

_'.____ .. Te~~~rs are interestea" ''''-",~- ...---­
, ira students~..~ '-c---~--_-'--·-82 -':---::--""'=·--'-84 . 

• " __'. __ <o ___" __ ~~.__ • ~___ • ___ ~ _ •• 

.... Teaching is good .--, ';'. c;;..·~·"·-.;;85 ",89 

DisciplIDe is fair , ,68 

Disruptions by other students . 
. interfere with my 1eaming '. "., 31, 

I don't feel safe at this school 

Fights often occur between different 
racial Iet:hnic groups 

There are many gangs in schoo1 

9 

21 

13 

SOURCE: NCf5, N'ation.a1 Education Longitudinal Study of 1988, 

'75 

..:~.". " 

,40 

1.5 

. 32 

36 

• Hispanic-white dift'erencesin degree of parental 
involvement are not large; however, they do 
vary by the type of involvemenL 

Th~degree to which pa;~nts are~~oi~edin their children's" 
education'is also crucial to effective .schooling.Although the 

. vast majority of eighth-grade studentS reported in 1988 that they' , 
. talked to their parents about sch.ool,·rIispaniceighth-graders • 

.','"'-:-"', : . 

'.',. ,.".~,~ ... " 

',,' ~.' .... ;:.....-", . 

" '. <..:<were .slightly less likely than theiiwhite peers. to talk withtheii .' .. ': . : 
pare.nts about sele~g classes, school 'activities, or dass studies.·'···-·~·"· ,,-, .... :.:.: .....~.,.." ; .....:., 

,.""... .:. .... " ..... , 

t.\. ' 
'0' " ." .. 

, :"', 
,"';', :; " . ,".;',.,.. ,". , :': '.~.. ' ;~ ',.,' .~ .-',' 

,::'"" ,',.,','. 

. '."-, . 

•. '!-"':: .~': : o·.~::~::::::;;;{ ..~. :~~::-:-'"=~c-;,:~ .-~.c~~~•.---'.:~-::~.,;: ._.::.'-~~:~:,~" ~:.;~~:~.~-.:..::::..:~;;--.-~--.-'~.. _.' "~. .-- .. --,-...-. ,--- .-~.............. . 

.racial! ethnic groups, 'and that they' did not at their 
·school. Furthermore, Hispanics were almost th.ree times as likely 
.:as whites to report .that there were many gangs in their school. " " 

,:, :~:~:- --e '~Hispanics were no less likeiy. than whites,however,-:to' report ---.... ~: '. ".'
.. ;'..... 

:in.their ·school·.~/disciplineis:Jair;~(·-the .. .lJteaching·is:goo.d,:.!..'~~=.~'.:-;-:-:-:---~-.------
,,- ._-..,"--_ .. ""'"..-....._- . 
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,:' ~,.;, ':Percentage of eighth':gra-deri ' , ,:_... :;.' ,: " 
.:reponing parentalinvo}vement: 1988:-' ':"'~. '" 

I·------.-~•. '!':':'-.~...~--~...~.-~-~-,-.--.-.~------...;....-------------~ ~~-~-,---- ~-~.~----~"."~ . White " .-.:;-.-,'- }lisp~mic·'·~'~-:::~~. ,~,::.:: ~-~:~::'-....-._...........c.._:6.
Type of involvement - ' 
--~----------------------- ~ 
Talked about: .... '.~_~;." ___._~" __ .._._.:..~._. ~ __.:--...._h~. ___ .:~ '¥~._.. ___ ~ __ _, . 

....·----.':.--,·---seiecting classes'-~"':::-:.~~~.~ -~:~;-::--.- .. -- 8?...:-.:-~ --­ ...=~~__::~2~- -_._._,-­ - ,<~~~.=== ~.- •.---••. 

_dass studies 

Checked homework. 

Limited TV vieWing 

. '. ."", ""~ "':~'::. ,.. 

89 

90 

~imited going out with friends 89 

-Spoke vvith teacher! counselor 

Visited dasses 

59 

26 

84 

90 
, )::" 

67. 

-89 

- 57 

34 

. ' 
.' :, " ~ "~.' ',',. ...'~} 

. ~ ~', ' 

SOlJRCE: NCES, Kanonal Educa~on Longitudinal Study of 1988. 


Parents of both Hispanic and white'12th-grade students in 1992 

, were equally likely to be contacted by school personnel regard­
ingthe academic perfonnance of their child (56 percent and 53 
:percent, respectively}. ,However, parent,s of Hispanic children ' 
were less likely to be asked to volunteer at school than white ". 
parents (39, percent and 59 percent, respectively).1° . 
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Hispanic and white 'high school graduates-~.~'~.._~.,.,-:,_-:",T7 ••.,.l,­... 'l""".,.~"",.........,.~,':':
.•-,""'....C"",'"'... ,:... 

,are following a more ri.gorol.ls curri,culum than '. ' ' 
' y" were'a decade' ago'.''''''.''' ',"" '" ~"". ..':',--_...::::::',=' -."... . .. ".the -, . - - - ' .. :. ': ., ,-..'~.~--.-. ~-'~-..-~-....-:~. 

Both Hlsp:mic and white graduates~fthe'tiass of 1992 took, on , 

aver"ge, four more Cicademi·c.c.o_~~.!1!cu:t.c:lid. their counterparts ," ',., '. .' , " 

a decadeearlier.ln 1992, Hispanic and white high School gradu----~---:,:.:=-~·:;;;;:;:::-·-·~· .---'., 


.' ··ates had, on average, earned a similar number, of total course "'_.' 
~-... ::..,:-.=:.. ~nits :(24 each) andacademlC"u:nits~(17 and-18,respectively).1J_.:·~: ........... _'.,.. , '-----.."~,.,... i-. 

Hispanic graduates were, howeve~, less likely than their white,_... '.. ',--. "-.~~ ..--:' .. .. !' 
cou~terpari:s to~avetaken~e corec.urricul~m_(4 units 'of~===_:~_.:;.__.~ ~--~'~:~~. : 
English and 3 uruts each of'soence, soaal studies, andmathe- ->,., ...... 

. matics) recommended in A Nation At Risk.12 .' 

Percentage of high school graduates taking the number of 

,courses in English, sdence,social studies, and mathematics 


recommended in A Nation At Risk 


E White' 

'II Hispanic c':- '; , 
:". ' 

'*'j,,' ,
" 

,j 
, . SOtTRCE: NCES, High School and Beyond TrclTlscript Study; 1987 and 

1990 NAEP High School Transcript Studies; and National Education 
, Longitudinal Study Transcripts, 1992. ' 

, "t.·:·.•.. :·.·., ,,~ 
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http:and-18,respectively).1J
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• Hispani.: high school graduates a~eless likely 
th,m their white counterparts to take advanced 
science and mathematics. courses, but are just 
as like!}' to take foreignlanguagecourses:'--­

. . 
. ";:'~"'~,¥~,.,.,: ~ ..... ',"!:~"" ., ,;-~ ,""'t. ":"":'!'--''''''~'''''_~'''_•• >+•••_ '-.,. ••• .:............. , ....~q ....,~,~~ 

. . 
. '-'. ; . 

, .~; -.',~·~.Betweeri '1982 and 1992, -the percentage of bothHispanic;,and_~:::_~-:-:::::-_-::·-.:.:::::::":::..~'_.:::::::._._' . 
white highschool grad1J,~tes who took advanced mathematics ' 

. '. arid science courses increased dramatically. Irt 1992, Hispanic' . . . 
':, graduates were more likely than white graduateS to have taken 

''''~--·'''--'''''''remedia1 mathem;i.tics,just as likelytochave taken Algebra Land ...:.._~._~_. __ ,,~. .c., ',,, ., 

Jess likely ,to have taken geometry, A1gebra il,or trigonometry " '" .. ". 
, ...,. " .'-'.,." than were ",'hite graduates. A1thoug1:l similar percentages of- ..··:·, ,., "'~ .... 

-­ ------ - ­ ;;fY-:Ch~! =;~:::::::;,~~s~:,l::=~:~~::;~:~-..--:--:::: c,~: :c:-:1 
ogy, chemistry, and ph~;sics. However, Hispanic coUege-obound -. -,----, ~' - ... -
graduates ",:,'ere just as likely as theirwhitepeersto'have taken at "'_" -..... '~~- ' 

leJst.2 years bf a foreign ;anguageinhigh school (72 percent and 

J 
" 

:-, 

75 percent, respectively),13 

'Percentage of high school graduates 
. taking selected courses 

1982 1992Mathematics and 
science courses White Hispanic vVhiteHispanic 

" 
" Remedial mathematics 27.0 . 48.5 14.6 24.2 

Algebra I 84.0 ' 66;8 ,94.0 92.5 
. \: 

Geometry '53.9 29.0 72.6 .62.9 
AlgebraD . ,40.5 ..,22.5 ,,59.2 46.9 

Trigonometry .. 13.8, 6.8 .22.5 15.2 


Calculus 5.0 ' ,,,1.6 10.7 .4.7 . 

.... ,

Bio]ogy . SO.l '73.2 ::93.5 , ' 91.2 

Chemistry 34.7 :16.7 ',58.0 42.6 
,'. 25.9 " , , ". , , " Physics 15.3 '5.5 .15.7' 

. Biology, chemistry, and physics . 11.2," 3,7 .22.6 12.S 

SOURCE: NCES,High School and BeyP'nd Trans~ipt Stu~yand National ' 
Education Longitudinal Study Traru;cripts, 1992, 
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" Percentage of"1990 high school sophomores for whom ' 
college attendance was recOmmended after high school 

'Fathers 

Guidance 
counselors 

Teachers 

.,SOURCE: NCES, National Education Longitudinal Study 
of 1988. 

Hispanic sophomores in 1990, howe~ertwere just as likely as 
whites to have teachers and guidi:r1ce counselors recommend 
colleg~ attendance. Hispanic sophomores were also about as 

;," 

." ;,~1ikely to have their .parentsadviSe them to Cittend college as their 
,white counterpam.15 ; , , '" ,',:' '" 

" .;. .. ~..~. "". -, r. 
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,-", '. 
- --> -~, ,>-~ .'" " 

: .._.... ··..·.. "·;ed':-:':-.::'.:~~..'=:~.::-:-=:~·~ -:~=~.::-:.::.::::.~.' . , .. ~............ 
,.. . "..AlthoughJiispanic students have u­ ....................... .. 

, ~a,tional aspirations than whites and dropoUt.' 
:~" '-'at higher rates, thecoliege transitior~ rates for ''''-<'':''' 

_...................:.;..::;=~ ..,~.~.:-,;:::~:~::::- ... ,Hispanic .and .~hite,:~ig~$~.h~9t graduat~....~!~..;..._.._.. .._' ..........._..._..,...._ ... 
.... ... . .. ': . similar. ..J::,-: ',.'.:::;'~:=.... ~ ::':.:.~:'N'.'.. : .t..., ... 

t' , 

· .. ·.. The percentage ofHispanics' enrolling In ·college in October ..........- .....-..- ..-..... 
_folIo'wing hjgh. school graduation was 58 percent in 1992,a'dif- "=~..~."..,~:·t.t.·_""".··.. ,~,,·t.·..=.~-,...=·,__ .. -~-

ference that isstatistka11yindistinguishable from·the·college 

14 

transition rate for white high school graduates. ..' . 

Percent (3-year average) 

'100 

80 

20 

o I I .~'. I "1 ·1' 'I' "I 

'73 '" 

. ~ _., 
--~-.-- .. -----­ -'-"~" 

.".:­

.-.i.'+··!·:::l.'·!. 

'82 ,'S7. ""92 

sotJRCE: U.S. Department of Commerce; Bureau of the 
Census, October Current Population Surveys. '.' . 
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Hispanic'students accounted for nearly 7 , 
enrollment 'at colleges arid universities iIi. '1992. At 2~year public 

. ' " " ;'colleges, Hispani~ ~tudentsmadeup nearly 10 ~rCent of total 
-'-'--''''''',-",-.-- , ' ..,,,,"--- ", to nearly-5'percent ~~ 4-year, colleges, and '­

, "':'. ,Hispanic and white degree recipients concen-' 
'::~~~:~~":'.~/ ,:':,'trate 'in differel1t . fields of study at both the'. ,,";:, 

, associate's and bachelor's degree levels. .' "~.'" ."""'-",0'.,,.,', 

,~-,.-".~",,-,-.-~---,--,--~.~-,.-~ 

..,\. ;", .. 

, _. _ .._::.:"c' 

''',lni991,'althe a'ssociate's degree level, liispanic men-were. . , ,,,.,:..:',, 
.,' ,:"--,,,.sHghtly,""less .likelythan-white,;men . .to major in other,_~,. ".,__ ':',~,__"~"_ ..:...,. __,,,, __ ,,,. 

'''''''''''~'- "--:=~'-~:teclmkal Iprofessional fields,' but'were 'nlorelikely 'to major in, ,-'" .~. , 
"""'-:,::' :',afts'and scien~s:'Hispanic women. were more likely than white, :-',',.',-,-.C '"''-''''".c,••'~;'''''_'~'''_''''' 

women to ~arn associate's degrees in the arts and sciences and""'" "",.,,,,,~..;c,;,....':"" :" .."~"=;.,,,;, ~; ,­

.in business, but were less likely to earn degrees in health-relC'ted 
-'--:-'''''''fields:'BetWeen1987 and 1991, differences in the fields studied' 

.by Hispanics .and whites at the associate's degree levelnar~_~" 
. rowed for men and widened for womenP , 

At the bachelor's degree level, in 1991, HispaniCS weren~~re .' 
_.likely than whites to. major in social and behavioral sciences 

and were less likely to major in technical/professional fields. 
Overall, Hispanic-white differences in the fields studied at the 
bacheloris degree level narrowed between 1977 and 1991, 
although almost all of the decrease occurred between 1977 and 
1985.18 ' . 
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...... . - .: .. ---'--,,--"-~- - --' Percentage of . . / .. 
bachelor's'degrees conferred 

1991 • "'"JO'••• --:' .' 

-'.!~- ' 

.. ~-=rc;-'·:;-~::'=~:~~~:Tbt~-d;g;;;~~::~;::::~~'-·~.~~'"-100.0-:'-~100.(r~:~~~~oo:6.-·_""flO'::~~:===::;:~~='':::'::=::::~~± 
.-~ . '':;''';.'' .; 

.... Humanities and sOcial/ ". __ 
.. beha,~oral'sciences--~-" ·:~·--+'~35.1 

":----~--:-·..Huinanities~~:~..... ;._~. ~_=-,7.--::1.6;2-·--..~1~.0~---.~.-~:~:~:16.3,_:_::~_:17.4 ",':'_.c."."~""~"-""",_.·.',•." ­... '.-'-"-",.-.­.. -',. ----'-:......:••...::..-"--....!.. 
, .......,_. ~ ... .< .,'.~,., .. ". ·.,.I"';r.,"· ,\,' 

":'Soclal/behavioral sciences' 17.5 . :22.6: ., 17.0'19.3' ....._. 
,-, ' ........... ~ , •.• , ~"~."-."'"'' 'R" "~~~",""'''' .... '." .• ,0,.", ~"""'"". _'.... '"~, '~#~, .. ;'t'I": ,,, ",' {" '."::=' ._.:.._:, _~"~~~~::'_:.:.::.'."_. 

. .: ... Natura1sdences-.:~~-.:,::..._,.. .. :-'-..10.0...__ . ~8.2.~. .r· . 6.2 6.2· _____._..._"_'....' ..._,-.,_.__..:.c._ •. _,c_,.-""'·~,~".__L 

..:.:-;c"_-c.~~--....:-. Liiesciences-----:::---·c --:'":- •. '.' "..-:~5;9·---: -.~:~ .---·-~--3.4.. ·';··-4.l..--~-- .. 

,,_ ..,. . .1'hysic.alsden.~s;' ~... .~~2.5 .,'. "~~J;~,,.".__ _ 
Mathematics' 1.6 1.2·1.j'""":>-?­

Computer sciences and .. 
..-- <-~.- ~........."-.j~.~
8.6 '. ' 9:1'engineering ,5.8 5.3 

',,' 

Computer sciences 0.7 -0.5 '2.0 .. 2.5 
.. ' ..,.v7.2 .Engineering 5.1" .. 4.8 -:,6.6 	

,'. 

Technical/ professional 50.5 	 :44.9 51.8 '47.4 

'16.3 . .11.1 9.6Education 15.5 

Business and management ,16.5 13.9 ~22.9 '21.4. 


Health sciences ........ 6.4 4.6 .5.5 ,,4.7 


Other technical/ 

11.7, .professional 	 U.1 10.1 12.3. 

SOL"RCE: ~CES, IPEDS/HEGIS surveys ofdegrees conferred. 
.' :.. ,'.. _., .. - -.­
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it,,,: ~-~"-.----.---''---_.......""""' ..........~._~ _., '.' '., ". " 
t· , '. ".: --.. '... ,'" ·.·-- ..~·~Hispanic~whitfi'~differenc'es·in·postsecondary ....".''''..~_...,..._ ... 

~-::;_::=: :;-::~.:-:::·:_:_..:.::.:.:.':::~~~::::.~=~+_~:::~,~-...p~rsiste~c.~.~,~ry byi~i~.~~~. ~~r.ee objeCtive, .. " ....., .... ".

F:.'. ':" '..~.. :AmOng beginning' students "whose g0a1inl9~~~o~a's~a"~:ca~' . ··..· 

.	:t . "', tional certificate, a lower percentage of Hispariic students had 
£... ;.-:.-:--:~-:--...: ."':·Z\'-··:~--~ ..::-.completedone by early 1992 than hadwhit~ st:\ld~J)~ (~2..~ers1.:!s
fc· 53 percent),'Alnong beginning students who sought.an assod- . 
U' 	 .ate's degree, however, Hispanic stUdents were far more likely .to _ 

. ---::-·~~::·::-:.:--:~=--.have-been:continuous]y enrolled or to'havere.enrolledafter .. an.· 
... ----.-. -··interruption in 1,992 than .their white counterparts (72 versUs 53 . 

~...-.--- .. percent):"The persistence rates of Hispanic and·white students. 
pursuing baChelor's degree-s were similar over this period, 
:although whites were more likely than Hispanics to have been 
continuouslyenrolled.19 . 

-. 

.. ·-·--·_···_··..--··..--7­

'. -­

Although Hispanics and whites have .similar college persistence 

. rates, young adult Hispanics in general have much lower col­

lege attainment rates than do young adult whites. Iln--'J~J, 


CSlig:ntly=tn9re·--thanone~halLof--Hispanic·l:t:!gh~schoolS!aduates '-~' 
___-_ ~ _,~_.___~~_ ----_ ....._ -~ -__~__..........-r' 


. 2~29·years:.gid=had~compl~~d.at l~~tsome__ coll~ge,.~!f\Farec!::.) -­
td-riearly.:twe::thlrcfs.ottheir-::wlUte.counterpa:rts.-Iri addition. 
about' 13 ~rcent o{ffispaTIic high school graduates'in this age 

. group had earned a bachelors degree or more, compared to 30 
percent of whites, These gaps in the educational. attainment .. 
rates of Hispanics a,nd whites did n9t plose ~een 1971. and 
1~~ 	 . ~, .. ' . 

.~, .'"(--." . ,.~ ~<;:':~'.:. ..... " ~" 
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}:.:--- .:~,:lormoreyears. ___~.~ " 40rmoreyears .' . . ... ' ..'7: 

f~·'~:~"~~~·~~"::-:;;~·22'-:;~=~::~==,:::e.~~~~c,~~~==.~.::, 


I;;" luj, ••....:.:.~&.....:.i""",. :':;"~ .. ~:;;"''-'~'''''''''''~~_''''~--,,,,",,,,,,~,,,,,;;,;,;;=,,,;:",,:,,,,,,,,_,_,-,".''-''''''''''--'-',,,,,-,-~_,,,_,,,._~ .._. 

. 
i·" .. , ... ' '. 1976···· ..' 53.8 .. ' '36.3 '~.':.:. 29.312.7 
iffi··· "':.'" . ". . . . .... . - ...... .. . . . . •'::;>', .. ~'.. . .:1981 . -.._'.' ,51.2 . 39.6 .. ~; " . .26.312.5 :r '. ...... 1986' .'.'52.3 '. ·:42.9 .. ····· 28.1-""'15.3. "..... .....," 

• 

f=E:~-;C~-·-~~~~;~~;L-:~~~2:;~~S;E;t~ii;~·:"~~~::"~~::,~~_~~~' 

- - NOTE: Beginning in 1992; the CurrenfPopulation Survey changed thequestions.. ~.·:·~.:'-;·-:"·-.-r'r' .it Used to obtain the edu.cationa! attainment ofrespondents. , . ... "- •. :. 

:~ SOURcE: U.s, Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, March Current ..- ...,...,...,......~ 
;;;, .PoPUlation Sun..eys. . . 
." 

• Hispanics who do complete college take 
longer,on average, than do whites. 

~.. Of 1990 college graduates, 60 percent of Hispanic students com­

. " ; 

pleted in.5 or fewer years,compared to 72 percent of white stu­
. dents. Taking longer to graduate may result from changing 

schools or majors, stopping out, or taking a reduced course load 
for financial, academic, or personal reasons. The additional time 
in college can be' costly to the individual, as it delays entrance 
into th~ full-time labor market.20 . 

,.' . 
" . Percentage of 1990 college graduates completing the 

baccalaureate degree within various years of starting college' 

Race! 4 or fewer,5 or fewer' .6 or fewer . More than 
'. ethnicity years years years 6 years 

White , '71~6 ·"":';'U~:5 

", '. Hispanic 

.. 44A'" 

:31.1 . :'60.3 . 
··'··'}81.5 

'>'72:9 . 27.1 .. " .,' 

:. SOURCE: NCES, Recent College Gr!llduates surveys~ , ' 
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L· ··~'·""··~·=~·B.CC.I.ure.te degree .ttainme~ :f-~i:~~i~- _c_'" ":"~~;~': -.J 
~ " . '__ _~'" ...c~:v.ri~ by ~x._ ; ___,_..~" _~,-' , , _,_ --~"~::":,:_~_:.:_:::::..c,,, f. 
ii:;~:::":':7'''':';-~'-'':''';:~-'''';' .'7~::::~:~;fIrsparuc:~wdmen:eaffi ;substantiaiiy-mo~:bachel'or's-degrees~, "'~" --'-:-,'- - --:,:.::::, - '~::-I~ 
'~._~:.:.~:,~~::'-:::::.;~~.-:::.":::':~~~Hispanic,me~'21th~ughthen~ber_,~fde~"~amed-by""':;::;;:;':"7':'~'-::':~'-""~':'":'::-:.. ~:-::':T:;-
i-' " .. , ,',: ',both-groups hiS mcreasedsiiK-e·the' earlri980s.The·nunlber'of~":-
t: " degrees earned by Hispanic m:en .increased by '50 percent 
't,c, , --' , '~~.' ;betWeen 1981 and 1Wlt,While the number :e~ed by Hispanic ::':':-. 
'-' 'd" 86' ' 21 In' " th bf-,-----'~..~.___ ,..:._,.......,_., .•"".,W9m'?~~~crease . oy percent-contrast, e num 
}:';"" "" ': ':", 'degrees eam~dby'~hlte men'~mcreasea'hf2 "percent o\Tet'''the 
t ' .. ', .. ",·,~sai:ne time ,period, while the nUmber __ eatned.1?y,~~hi~ewomen" 
~~~,;:'.:~~::-c'-~---:::==::=:.:~::::==.in~a.sed.,by:~"perce~~:=~~"'_,::::, " . . '" '_ ',' 
,,~ ..,. ..-~,~"-'''-,~~,,,,' 

~f ' __ ::; M'::;~_ y 

'Vi" .'~ .:.w~.~:::=:-".~________ . , 

~Bachelor's degrees conferred -':-~-- ' 

""~.... {.lUmbers in thousands) -~,.:. .. " 


Male' 'Female 

Year White Hispanic '" White 

,1977 438.2 10.3 .. ,369.5 ,8.4 
. - '-.' ~ 

,.~ 

" . 
• • -. "7~"1981 406:2 10.8 ' 

" . 
" 401.1 "":"11.0 

. ,.'. ~1985 iKiS.1 12.4 421.0 13.5 

'1987 406.8 12.9 435.1 14.1 

1989 ,,407.1 '13.9 452.6 16.0 

1991 , 415.5 16.2 488.6 . ," :20.5 

SOURCE: NCES, 1P~S/HEGIS surveys ofdegrees conferred. , , 
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In 1992, more than o~e-half (54 j,errentj of recent HisPanic high 
school graduates not enrolled in crillege were employed. compared to 

_~____-"'_"""'_-. . . slightly le;s !hanm1e-third (29~t) of HiSpanic recent dropouts ...-. . .• . .' 

~ _ ':~'''~;'-'~_~:7,~X~/..-~.;rhi~~~St-~4~~~~iO!..~~~~~iri-College--weridar niore likely'~=~~ :. ... -"--'-'~~~~~-'~'=--":--I:'~ 
t'::-~"'''. . ..-"-,,.--~,,- .. ··-til Hisp' d tes ot . 'll d~--""U--'" Cbe"··.. "r""oo'-' --'- .' " 
F:~~:=:'::'~:::::=:-~~:-'=:: .... - an '~~'~-'~;:~_:~:~=~=~'-:~':':'~'~~'~"'~" ,; .. :~_~~.=.=~-~-~~~;;':':<='=.~ '. ::=.~~: :~:,:~..~~~~~·I 
~... .: ','. Employment rates for recent high school graduates nol--~'"."":~---~-·":-·-:-;-·-·" ................ c-:­
t~. enrollecl in college and for~::(ent high ~chool dropouts· .:. .,« 

r~:'_~_ p~~~ :.. '. Grad~~S ..... ~~c:n~ . "o«>PotJb" .:.:~; -."" :---......" .....-....''--­
#":.., ., 
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SOURCE: U.s.-Department of C,)mmerce~ lh;reau of the Census, 
October Current Population Surve-js., . 

Earnings among 25- to 34-ye:r'-old Hispanics,particularly 
HispaniC females, show that the incentive to pursue additional 
education is sizable. For example, in 1993, Hispanic males with 
9-11 years of schooling earned 27 perrent less than Hispanic ma1e 
high school graduates; those with a bachelor's degree earned 60 

" 

,. 
f; - percent more. Hispanic females with 9-11 years of schooling 
i~..,.t"" "-, 
::~ earned 30 percent less than their counterparts with a high school 

'.:, diploma; those with a bachelor's degree earned 82 perrent more.22 


Between 1981 and 1993, the earnings advantage of completing 
college increased for both Hispanics and whites. However, 
,Hispanic-white differentials in earnings exist at each level of 
educational attainment. For eXample, white male college gradu­
ates.25-34 years old eamed.23.percent more in 1993than did 

" ' : 

HispaniC male college graduates of the same age; similarly, white 

. female cOllege' graduates 25-34 years old earned 14 percent more' 


~l: 
,~ 

.' . than theIr Hispanic count.erparts "ver the same periOd.23~. 
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the gap in literacy between Hispanics and whites is less for 16- to'" .,," . "', -:;;-"..",~-, ",,,•.,:,.-,-. ,'-' --=.. c' 

-.::­

~-" "'-:.'" . ..,.---:--~--.-.. '._-.......-

. " . . 

-..._;.:....,.,"~~:~,.-"'''',;_k",_,.;.._.'"'' ,'whites overall and whites with similar 
- ,. . , ._- .- ... ~. -...-

, of education, but the gaps ares:maller for . 
__ "_,,__-::~:,~,:::.:-''',:,:,,,_, "younger adults than forolderonfl,s,. ' . 

...:.:... . " ~-' . ..: ... " ~-,"!"--'-'-:",:;~ '.::. -.._..,.-. 

, , " ,', ' eXistbeiweenthe-!i!~ra~-~skills-t?iHisp'a~~,and_;-~~~,,~~:~~~-~'~~=--~1";z 
'whites both within and 'across levEils "of ~du:cation. ~On the·--'~"~~'?~~~,~::::~~",-~'.·:',""~-;" 
,Natio~aI.Adu1t Li~taCY',~urvey, Hisp~a; scored at levels-that-' 
- were:;imilar to, whites, Wlthless education-In 1992,Jor example, .," C'--- ,' 

".~---~-""'" ,-:-~'-'~:~-:Hispahics with 'a4-year college degree had prose literacy 'scores . 
--"-.- ,- ------: ,,:', ,-=~"" 'resembling those C?! whites with a ru gh sChool diploma., However, 

'iII-, 
2'
" 24-year-olds than for 25- to 64-year-olds)·4 The differences inthe.~ 
~ 

~.'-" -'--"'-""-'-:--tabormarket opportUnities of Hispanics-and -whites noted above ' -. 
" ~I -~ 

!:t7'... , , , may be related to the differences in the literacy Jevelsof bothi .... ,':: ,~. 

groups at similar levels of educational attainment. 
'. . . "" .' •..._," 

. Prose literary scores of adults: 1992 
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r~--"..-.~~.~-~~;~-~.:,;:··In·surrim~:~ffis~cC1ill~~ are-:l~s;.liKely-:.fO-oe ,erirolleci'3n:::"'~~:,~~;~~,~,,·:..::..;~:_:2,=~
~<"'..<.• "'.,:,o..r...;=="<-"'""''''',c,-"'="c.x-:p~rimary·education .-Gaps in reading, mathematics arldsci-. '.:':' ~:. . . .. ··t
)i~~: .~~'-~-"'---'-'<--~'~'<~~~<-;Chi'eve~mtap~' at-~age~'9:8nd~rsist'throiigl1'-age 17;- .<-~ ,. <';~~'}~:'7,~::~'--:~~' :~[~ 
i:::. ,.' .o' - • ••••• although some ofthese gaps have narrowe9-ov~r time. Hisp~~_,.·· '~ .. ~_~.' . ...' '. " ~•••_ 

t~ . -'. ..', -,·~'.studentsare no less likely thanwhite:students'to have thl~irPar; .. ..-~-~-.- ~"C"",' 

.1::_'_.__~._____ ._~~~_ ,entsj11y.pl~~gjnJb~ir_S._~QQIIDg,.~t:b9ll.ghJij~p~£.~~~~·~~__~· . . . . . - . . .~. 
r-~-·"'''. "'-. . .... -..::.... ':.' in some eases more' likely to faces disorderly school environ;';";~-;:'-"~=:-~"" :'_~4". "';"-"'-.. -~.. - .r"- .:.--.:..:~ .ment than their white peers. B~th Hispanic and .~hite high .....~..~~. ..." 
~_ ____~. ___ ._ .., __ ___ school gI:adllates~Joll.o~g a mor,e rigorous curriculum than --':":'-,---:~- ... -..--,:~ 
··------:::-~----.they~were,a:decade-ago. Hisparuc graduates areless-likeiy, how:___.. -- -----­

.-. ever, tohave taken advanced science and mathematiCsJ:Ourses 
-- .. -,'.-' .' in high school than theii' white coUnterpartS, but are jUst'i;s 

....' ly to have taken foreign languages. Even though they have'to 
'.~>' lower educational aspirations than whites,' Hispanic students 

are about as likely as ~hites to make the immediate transition' 
·from high_school to college. However, educational' attainment 

-... 
- ••00(

levels are lower among Hisparu«:!han \\'hite yoimg adults. For ", ''t:; 
- - . "~..HispaniCS, educational 'attainment is positively associated with 

emp]oyment and earnings, although earnings and empJoyment . 
rates are lower for Hisparucs ·than for whites with the same 
amount of education. Among adults, Hispanics have lower liter­ ., 
acy levels than whites,' both in general and at similar levels of 
educational attainment.' . ­

. .' . ",~ 

" .,,--' ~ '.. . ~,.." '';.. 

.U!' .' ',.,' , " '. ,\. ,., .' .- .. '.' , 
. 
, ". "'t 

. 

,,,, , ' " .< ';~r .. "" ,~._ '. 

".~~' ~~.. , 

...-,..,. ".. .-':' ''':': :,' ,:-;:;: ,:..-~~,:':'... ' ~- ...~.,,-. 
.:,::.'~~. ,1'- ":.' .' ',- .... ,'" 

. ...... ,.,~ .. ~,. ". " 

. "\
':'. 

::< .:.<- '<".': '~; ,- 'w'" 

.. 
',: ~ .. ­

'.. , 

... '.
::.' _____..... , ... __ ... _.._____ , ___..._-.~ .._-._._ .....,...._ ..__•___." ...c __ ..c______ c~ ....... --- ... '-' 


p~.~,-~~--~.~~:--~"..-,*~.-~-.~,-------~~~~-~~'~~.=~--~~.~~~~.~.~.~~--~~---~~------~= 
,. .<'~ .,: .. ;~~~~";t'.;:;:~.-;_ ."~:"":"-~'-'-~:::;.:.." -,,,:._~-:,~ ,., '.' ~."" :" : ... :' "'-<'. -'''''-;- ...~~;~'~'.', ,..,;:" -t :. _ 
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~,_.~~~,__,,_.>._.+!_•.:.. .. _ .• ~.,white chi!dren.. In .1992, 39 pel cent of Hispanic childreri livediri--::'''''''"'·7·~-·:''''·:·--·.· ",,, ".:;
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. 4U.S. Department oJEducation,National Center for Education 
Statistics. Dropout Rates in the United States: 1993. Washington, D.e.: 
1994, table 21. . 

5Ibid., tabl~ 19.. 

. 6Ibid., figure 4. 

7Hispanic~~. in the 8th-grade class of 1988 were almost twice as likely as 
their wlu~e counterparts to drop out between 8th and 10th grade: 9.6 
and 5.2 percent, respectively. See Drapout Rates in the United States: 
1993, table 18. 
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Department of Education, National Center for 'Education Statistics. 
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9Ibid. 
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