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Challenges and Oppor~~nities Facing Hispanic\Latino 

Children and Youth in the United States 

Remarks made 'at the 
White House Convening on Hispanic Children and Youth 

August 2, 1999 

. I have been asked by the First Lady to help frame our discussion by making a few brief 
remarks on the challenges and opportunities facing Latino children and youth in the United 
States from the perspective of a researcher. 

The Latino population is large, diverse, growing, and relatively young. In 1990 there 
were 22.4 million Latinos in the United States, or 9% of the population. By the year 2000 
LaLinos are expected to be 11.1 % of the population or a total of 30.6 million persons. Almost one 
out of every three Latinos in the country is less than 15 years of age. Latino children and youth 
are among the fastest growing segments of the United States population. By the year 2000 the 
number of Hispanics with less than 24 years of age is expected to reach 15 million persons (or 
15%) out of a total youth population of 98 million. Unfortunately, the Latino population is also 
quite poor. 

The prevalence of high poverty rates in the Hispanic\Latino community constitutes one of 
~ 	 the main challenges to the development of Latino children and youth. But, amidst the challenges, 

there are also many positive programs and hard-working individuals--some of whom are 
represented here at this meeting--that are a vital source ofknowledge, strength, and support for 
Latino children and youth. 

Some of the main challenges to the development of Latino children and youth include: 

(1) The Effects of Family Poverty 
Latino youth are among the most disadvantaged with close to 42% of children living 

below poverty. The comparable number for whites is 16.3% and for African-Americans it is 
43.3%. Many more Latino children live close to the poverty level. In New York City, for 
example, there are 760,197 poor children under 18 [more than the popUlation of San Francisco] 
and 394,775 [about the size of Atlanta] ,or 52%, are Latino. Close to 6 out of every 10 Latino 
children in New York City live below poverty compared to 1 in 10 non-Hispanic White children. 
High levels of family poverty mean that Latino children and youth do not have access to the 
necessary material resources in their families and schools or to the kinds of community-based 
programs that facilitate, support, and encourage their human development. 

(2) Health Care 
Lack of health insurance among many families [it is estimated that close to 31% ofLatino 

families do not have health insurance] and lack of access to preventive clinics and programs 
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have a significant impact on the health of Latino families and children. In many parts of the 
country Latino children suffer disproportionately from higher rates of infant death and low birth 
weight. There is also a higher incidence of reports of child abuse and neglect. The prevalence of 
asthma and other diseases is quite high and, though they are moving in the right direction, teen 
pregnancy and mortality rates fparticularly homicides and suicides] are still high. At the national 
level in 1997 the birth rate of Latinas 15-19 years old was double the average and approximately 
one quarter of births to teens 15 to 19 were to Latinas@NewYorkCity,-15.9% of Latino '; 
children were born to women 14-19 compared to 3.5% for whites and 14.6% for 
African-Americans. Of the 12,848 births to women 14-19 in 1996,49.7,% were Latino and 38.4% 
African-American. Suicide is another problem with 30% of,Latino Females and 17.1 % of Latino 
High School students in 1997 reporting that they seriously considered attempting suicide 
(compared to 26.1 % and 14.4% for Whites) while 14.9% of Latino females and 7.2% percent of 
Latino males said they actually attempted suicide in the previous year (compared to 10.3% and 
3.2% for Whites). 

(3) Community Issues and Funding for Programs and Activities 
Children live in communities that have an impact on their growth and development. 

Hosing conditions, overcrowding, and homelessness affect many Latino children and youth. In 
numerous communities there is a need for comprehensive community economic development 
initiatives. Unfortunately, the lack of employment opportunities in some areas of the country 
contributes to an environment in which crime and gang related problems continue to be 
prevalent. Children in the Latino community need more access to opportunities for their social, 
cultural, educational, and personal development. Many of the good programs that currently exist 
are full to capacity and the needs in many communities for positive activities, resources to visit 
other places, and programs in which children and youth can be involved are very large. 

(4) Welfare Policy, Labor Markets, and Youth Employment 
Changes in welfare policy have impacted many Latino families by reducing their access 

to social programs and decreasing the level of support provided by these programs .. Many 
Latinos work in the low end of the labor market where layoffs, long hours, and low wages are 
prevalent and opportunities for mobility are guite limited. The unemployment rate for young 
Latinos is almost twice as high as that of whites: Latino youth are entering a challenging labor 
market where wages and where opportunities for mobility are tied to education and formal 
credentials. In this increasingly competitive context our challenge is to provide Latino youth--as 
many organizations represented here are doing--with the edu,cation, training, job development, 
and placement supports that they need to succeed. 

(5) The Role of Immigration Status 
Many Latinos have been in the U.S. for generations. However, the immigration status of 

some members of the community, and language barriers, mean that the population is often less 
. informed, more vulnerable, and that it has less access to programs that promote the development 
ofchildren and youth. The problem is not immigration or immigrants. They are a source of great 
strength for the !lation. The challenge is to help Latino immigrants achieve their highest potential 
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in the current policy environment. 
In the midst of these serious challenges there are also sources of support' and 

opportunities that need to be recognized and built upon. 
The main opportunities for the development of Latino children and youth include: 

,.,. 

(1) Talented Children and Strong\Loving Families and Communities 
It is important to move away from deficit models and to recognize the talent, strength, 

creati~ity, and resiliency of Latino children.and youth. The children are not the problem. Latino 
families and communities are also very strong and resilient. Successful efforts and programs . 
begin by recognizing the talent of Latino children and the strength of the family and work on 
providing support, resources for the household, and on removing obstacles and barriers to human 
development and social mobility. Poor does not mean bad or inept.l ~~~ 

(2) More Developed Professional Base, More Community-based Groups, 
Organizations, and Service Providers, More Visibility at the National Level, and 
Capacity to Build Leadership on Latino Child and Youth Development Issues 
In recent years the number and visibility ofprofessionals, groups, organizations, and 

service providers in the Latino community has increased appreciably. There are many 
community-based organizations with significant experience in the design, development, 
management, and evaluation of programs that help build, maintain, and rejuvenate our 
communities and that provide much needed social services to the population. Each one of them is 
an asset and it is important to draw on these resources to build leadership around Latino child 
and youth development issues. 

(3) Positive Effects of a Growing Economy 
Economic growth during the last few years has increased the number of work 

opportunities for Latinos in the labor market. However, research shows that the Latino 
population is the first to feel economic downturns and is more vulnerable to the fluctuations of 
the economy. Continued economic growth and increasing opportunities in families, schools, and 
communities are essential to the development ofLatino children and youth. 

Latino children and youth are there in numbers but they are missing from planning, 
design, research, reporting, and policy on youth programs. We know a lot about what works: We 
know that WIC works, that prenatal care works, that childhood immunization works, that 
preschool education and Head Start work, that compensatory education works, that early 
intervention for students with disabilities works, that home visits and day care work, that parent 
training works, that graduation incentives work, that juvenile crime prevention works, that youth 
employment and training works, and that substance abuse programs work. But, we still need to 
k:now much more about how to replicate best practices, how to build and maintain organizational 
networks, and how to better reach and service the Latino community. 

As the President was able to see during his recent visits, and as the honorable .first lady. 
knows well, our communities have modest ll}aterial resources but are rich in culture, knowledge, 
and in the quality of our people. As we discuss the challenges faced by our children and youth let 
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us also be mindful of the opportunities that are there to invest in our future and let us re-double 
our commitment and our efforts, as a nation, to develop the full potential of each and everyone 
of our children and youth. Muchas gracias por su atencion. 

,.. ' 

'.' 
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First Lady Hilary Clinton's White House Conference on Hispanic 
Children and Youth 

August 2, 199~ 
Washington, DC 

Hispanic Educational Attainment 

Distinguished Mrs. Clinton 

Honored Guests 

This year, 1999, a little more than 700,000 Hispanic children are being born. By this date in ' 
2015 the Hispanic children born today are turning 16 years old. Will they be facing the , 
same challenges you face today as ~ ask you to visualize yourself as a teenage Hispanic 
somewhere between the 9th and 11 th grades? 

Challenges 

If you are typical, 

• 	 You get tired, angry and frustrated that you always have to fight against the odds. 

• 	 The conditIon of poverty seriously impacts what your schools and teachers can and cannot 
do for you. 

• Poor or not, you probably have grown up knowing and speaking Spanish. It is at the 
core of your cultural experience with your family. You have learned, from school and 
society, that if you are bilingual and speak Spanish, you are not expected to succeed 
academically; if at all. You 0 hat this is what happened to your parents. You 
wonder what the big dea IS ,unde tanding that speaking two languages is one of the 
best ways to get ready t l(Ye, work, ompete and enjoy the new century. 

rvO . " 
• 	 You experience one in e ry five your friends dropping out of school or getting ready to. 

You fight a constant battle, y engaged with your own learning. , 

• 	 You know you cannot $0 to college if you do n,Ot graduate. You also are realizing you do 
not have the right credit$, do not know how you could pay for it, anyway, and wonder if 

" 
college can really be a hope for you. 

Now see yourself as a Hispanic in·the general population. 

Remarks prepared by Dr. Carlos Rodriguez 
The American Institutes for Research 
202+944-5343 
crodriguez@dc.air.org " 

mailto:crodriguez@dc.air.org


[Of all Hispanics over the age of 18 iI1 the U.S. (about 18 million), I would like to emphasize 
these five statistics on educational attainment:] 

• 	 20 percent (3.6 million) of you have less than 7 years of elementary schooling, 

• 	 Only 27 percent (4.8 million) of you have graduated from high school, 

• 	 Only 6 percent (1.06 million) of you have earned a Bachelor's degree, and 

• Only about I percent or less of you has earned master's, professional or doctoral degrees. 
Additionally, 

• 	 In the K -12 system, on average, among all the children, Hispanic students continue t6 lag 
about two years or more behind mainstream white students in reading, mathematics, and 

. science -	 due not to innate, intrinsic factors, but rather extrinsic factors (e.g., contextual­
poverty, standards and testing, safety and sanitation- and political factors - how schools 
are funded.) 

These trends are-incompatible with the role we must play now and in the years just ahead. 
Educational attainment is strongly correlated to economic and democratic prosperity for the 
individual and for society. Nothing short of excellence in equity and outcomes for Hispanic 
American youth is acceptable. 

There are three major challenges I ask you to keep: 

o 	 One, the "against all odds" mentality that poor Hispanic children and yout~ live with 
every day of their lives is robbing them of the interest and motivation necessary for 
educational success. In this phenomenon, our Hispanic students are joined with the 
same frustrations as their poor white, black, Asian, Pacific Islander, Alaskan and 
Native American peers. 

o 	 Two, the challenge ofbuilding and maintaining engagement with learning is central to 
educational growth. Engagement that results in Hispanic students wanting to learn 
more, engagement that results in Hispanic students enjoying learning enough to not 
want to stop. Engagement that results in schools and teachers knowing how to 
build on the unique gifts of linguistic and cultural diversity. 

o 	 Three, accept the challenge that post-secondary attainment of Hispanics is absolutely 
essential to ensure the emergence of Hispanic leadership in civic and political life, 
in business and health, in education, and in all aspects of our American culture for 
the 21st century. 

Opportunities for Policy and Practice 

Based on over 25 years of personal experience as a teacher, researcher, and professor, I 
recommend these specific opportunities for policy and practice. 
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1. 	 Known, successful bilingual education models need wide dissemination and support. At the 
elementary level, in dual immersion programs, both 1 sl language Spanish and 1 Sl 

language English speakers are scoring at or above grade level in reading ~nd 
mathematics over control group peers. As a multi-racial population group, Hispanics 
have much to teach and share with each member of our American family. 

1. 	 Engaging children in grades one through three in challenging, hands-on problem based 
learning, we know from the research, has lasting positive effects on academic 
performance. Integrating peer tutoring - kids teaching kids across all subjects is the least 
costly, but rarely systematically utilized. 

1. 	 Hispanic students get the message early on that their academic success is not an expected 
norm but rather, an exception. Hispanic students also are generally tracked into non­
college preparatory courses. Today, Hispanic students are receiving, on average, more. 
vocational course credits than academics credits, and are less likely to take algebra, 
geometry and science courses - the minimum requirements for college acceptance. 
(Only 6 states require Algebra 1 of all students for high school graduation and none 
require Geometry.) We need to get serious about high standards and make school 
boards, and state departments of education accountable to provide the level of resources 
required. We invest in schools and teachers like gambling - we place small bets and 
expect huge winnings. We need to heavily invest in attracting the brightest and the best 
we can to teach - individuals who love what and how they teach and are not destroyed in 
the process by the way their schools and districts are structured. 

1. 	 Performance based learning in middle school and high school yields extraordinary gains in 
academic measures. Because it builds on self-directed learning like technology, it also 
yields the motivation to learn - which is'what sustains learning for the rest of one's life. 
Performance based learning applies apprenticeships and mentorships to everyday real­
world problems. Students perform the thinking and skills necessaryfor productive living 
giving then options to create solutions that are discipline specific, for example, in 
business, the arts, in health professions, and in science and engineering related 
professions. Most students do not enroll in college if they do not complete high school. 

1. 	 Several educational reforms based on systemic and partnership approaches are 
demonstrating success with Hispanic and other minority students. Working with regular 
and magnet schools, this is the arena where business, industry, philanthropy and 
community based and social service organizations can make significant contributions­
which some have started. 

1. 	 Since the maj ority of Hispanic students and most minority students who complete high 
school or its equivalent enroll in higher education at the community college level, 
community colleges need support to: 
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• 	 offer job training and re-training, 

• develop literacy and numera.~y among critical masseS of U.S. and immigrant 
Hispanics, 

• 	 build Hispanic capacity in technology, 

• 	 ensure successful transitions to four-year institutions, and 

• 	 provide opportunities for life-long learning. 

1. 	 Graduating unprecedented numbers of Hispanic students from colleges and universities must 
become a national priority. How to do so is well established in the wide range of 
empirical research on student persistence and retention. I have examined this issue for 
over twenty years. We know how to keep students in college. The number one reason 
why Hispanic students do not complete college is financial. This has been the case, is 
the case and will continue to be the case .. Grants and scholarships are much more likely 
to increase Hispanic post-secondary attainment than loans. Mentorships with faculty in 
collaboration with public and private sponsors also have been deinonstrated to motivate 
students to complete post-secondary degrees. 

Hispanics are a major player in the current and future prosperity of this nation. Only 
students with baccalaureate degrees can pursue post-graduate work for master's, doctoral 
and professional degrees. We know thathigher education translates to high rates of 
community and public service, as well as benefiting economic and democratic progress. 

I believe what Mrs ..Clinton wants us to do is to change the course ofthe river for our 
Hispanic young people, starting now. Our responsibility is to fill our Hispanic students and 
their peers with the hope, the dreams, and the tools to build their futures with their minds 
and know-how, as well as their hands. We have the students. We have solutions. 

Thank you, Mrs. Clinton for this unprecedented national dialogue today on Hispanic youth. 

-.. " 

Remarks prepared by Dr. Carlos Rodriguez 
The American Institutes for Research 
202+944-5343 
crodriguez@dc.air.org 

mailto:crodriguez@dc.air.org


Suggestions for the First Lady's Comments: 

1. 	 We must recognize that we are already paying the price for under-investing in the education 
of our Hispanic and other minority young people. 

1. 	 A national discourse on Hispanic educational attainment must be re-ignited. It must be 
characterized by a constant and articulate voice expressing the consensus of our highest 
and most influential political, business, and educational leaders. 

1. 	 To aggressively invest cultural, political and financial resources in the educational success of ' 
Hispanics without delay is the right idea at the right time for the right reasons. 

1. 	 Generations of Hispanics have been lost due to the cultural and political inertia to move 
beyond the status quo of expecting and'·accepting low and mediocre rates of educational 
attainment among Hispanic youth. We cannot afford to loose any more, not one child. 

Live births to Hispanic women are averaging increasingly greater than about 700,000 per 
year since the early 1990s. By 2015, there are about 10.5 million Hispanic American 
children who are 16 or younger. These children account for about half of all the Hispanic 
American growth in the U.S. since 1995. ·In that 20 year period, the Hispanic American 
population has grown about 20 million - ten million between 1995 and 2005 and another 10 
million between 2005 and 2015. 
Based on projected birthrates of the US Census Bureau Projections that exclude 
undocumented immigrants, between 1995 and 2005 the American Hispanic population 
increases by just under 10 million, and between 2005 and 2015 it increases again by just 
over 10 million. 
Taken from the 1997 educational attainment statistics calculated by the National Center for 
Educational Statistics. 
259,000 or 1.4 percent have a Masters degree, 73,000 or .40 percent hold a professional 
degree, and 54,000 or .29 percent have earned a doctoral degree. There are entire fields in 
which Hispanics have never obtained a docjoral degree. 
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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 


REMARKS AT THE WHITE HOUSE CONVENING ON 


HISPANIC CHILDREN AND YOUTH 


THE WHITE HOUSE 


AUGUST 2, 1999 
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Good morning and welcome to the first ever White House 

convening on Hispanic Children and Youth. I want to thank you 

all for coming .. 

Over the past six and a half years, the President and I have 

often brought experts to this room where history has been made 

time and again -- to talk about how to meet some of the greatest 

challenges facing our children today. We've looked at school 

violence. We've looked at child care and early childhood 

development. We've looked at education and Social Security. 

But, few issues will have more influence on how our children will 

live in the next century than the one we will discuss today. 

We know that, when we ring in the Millennium, there will be 

15 million Hispanic young people living in our country .. These 

children will be tjJ.e/ ext ge ation ofparents and mentors. They 

will be our heafu care professio ais, educators, and entertainers. 
L .. 'b\\ ~ \\)\ \,,:'fc, 

They will be ~ Senators: Sup me Court Justices and, yes, one 

day our Preside s. Our futu e"as a country depends on our 

Hispanic children. Ir future depends on all ofus. 

And that is why this discussion is so important. 

2 




I espeCially want to thank Congresswoman Lucille Roybal­

Allard, who is an expert on child development and a chanlpion for' 

children all over America. Weare delighted that so many 

members of the Hispanic Caucus are also here: 

Xavier Becerra [Hah-ve-air Ba:h-cer-ah], Charles Gonzalez" 

Ruben Hinojosa [Rue-ben He-noh-hoe-sah], Grace Napolitano, 

Ciro [See-roh] Rodriguez, Loretta Sanchez, and Robert 

Underwood. Could aU ofyou please stand? Thank you. 

I also want to thank all of the Administration officials who 

are here ... and who everyday prove why an Administration that 

looks like America ... can better serve all ofAmerica. I see Maria 

Echaveste, who has been a friend of mine for more than 15 years. 

She grew up in California - the child of farm workers - and 
',' 

because of her extraordinary achievements, she is now the Deputy 

Chief of Staff for the President of the United States. And I know 

there are other senior members of the White House staJf here, 

including Mickey Ibarra and Janet Murguia. 
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We are also joined by Aida Alvarez, the Administrator of the 

Small Business Administration; George Munoz [Moon-yos], the 

President and CEO of OPIC; Nelba Chavez, the Adnlinistrator of 

the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration; 

Pat Montoya, the Commissioner of Children, Youth, and Families; 

and two Assistant Secretaries of Education -- Norma Cantu 

[Can-too] and Mario Moreno. Thank you all. 

I also very much want to thank the President's Advisory 

Commission on Educational Ex.cellence for Hispanic Americans~ 

who are some of the finest educators in this country. They've 

reached out to teachers, parents, and comnlunities to help our 

country improve the way we educate young Latinos. And they've 

done so under the leadership of a chair - "Cha" Guzman 

[Chah Gooz-mahn], who brought to this position the passion and 

vision of a former bilingual education teacher. And a Vice-Chair, 

Guillermo Linares, [Gee-air-l1 0 e- ar-as], the first Dominican 

American elected to a city co ncil. N w, I'm told that, in addition 

to that prestigious day job, he . s also finishing his doctoral degree 

in education. Could all the Commis ion members please stand? 
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And I am delighted that in the White House and via satellite 

[in Massachusetts, Florida, New York, Pennsylvania, Illinois, 

Indianapolis, Texas, Oklahoma, ~issouri, and California] that we { 

are joined by so many activists, educators and experts who have 

worked tirelessly to make sure no Hispanic child is left behind. 

I will never forget touting PUENTE [Pwen-teh] Learning 

Center in East L.A. back in 1996. It was 'built on an abandoned lot 
. . 

- from the dreams of a community that wants the best for its kids. 

All around the area, you can see graffitI and broken windows. But, 

this center has never been a victim of any ~ 

When I went inside,. I met adults learning English, earning 

high school diplomas, and receiving job training. I saw 4 and 5 

year-old children - nlany from bilingual homes -':'leanling to read, 

write,and use computers before they enter school. 

And I heard stories about young people like Miguel Flores, 

[me-Gehl Floor-es] whose lives have been turned around. When 

PUENTi\lPwen-teh] first found him, he was a young mru: with 

lots ofpotential, but he was hanging out with the wrong crowd. 

So, they brought him into their evening program for high school 

students. A UCLA Law Professor tutored and mentored him. 
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And, when he got into Yale University, PlTENTE [Pwen-the] 

helped him find a way to pay for it. He has now graduated from 

Yale. He hopes to get a law degree. And he is her~, with us today ~ . . ('~.LM-O'- ~.~ \-~I' 

I know that many ofyou have similar stories to tell - stories . 

of mothers who were taught how to be their child's first teacher or 

children who were inspired to finish school and make the most of 

their lives. It is up to us to ensure that all children get that same 

chance to go as far as their dreams and abilities will take them. 

Now, there are many these days who promise to fight for 

children, and the schools and comnlunities they rely on. But, I anl 

reminded of something my mother taught me growing up: "Watch 

what they do, not what they say." We can remember back to 1992, 

when we were plagued by deficits, crime and other problems some 

said couldn't be solved. Think of what we've done since then. 

It's made a difference· to working families that we raised the 

minimum wage, expanded the Earned Income Tax Credit, and 
'{j~ ~\'i\~\~\ . 

lifted millions out·ofpoverty. It's made a difference to parents that 

we've expanded Head Start and college loans, increased access to 

child care and after-school programs and helped provide health 

insurance to millions of children. 
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And it's made a difference to all Americans that we never 

. gave up on our commitment to bilingual education ... or our belief 

. that every single child has the right to smaller classes, tougher 

standards, and safer, more modern schools that aren't falling down. 

Because we know that, when it comes to our children's future: 

"Education is 10 mas importante." 1'8

.' , L,~'1 

[eh-do-Cah-see-on Es Low Mahs im-poor-Tan-teh]. ...-­

,." 

[It was the Commission, the Hispanic Caucus, the Education 

Department, and the White House that came together to create the 

Hispanic' Education Action Plan to improve the quality of 

education for Latino students.] We should all be pleased that the 

Administration won roughly $500 million in 1999 to help Hispanic 

youth master the basics ofEnglish, reading and math; .. and to 

ensure that they stay in high school, prepare for college and 

graduate from college. And, for the year 2000, the President has 

propoSed over $650 million to build on these education programs. 
,,' 

[I am always stunned when I recall the fact that in the midst 

of our Civil War, President Lincoln and leaders in Congress passed 

the Land Grant College Act.] 
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., 
[Can you imagine, in the middle of strife and agony of those 

times we had leaders far-sighted enough to understand that the war 

would come to an end, but the need to build for the future would 
.... 

always be present? We can do no less today.] 

With the deficit gone and unemployment at record lows, we ' 

face a fundamental choice about whether to move forward or 

backwards: Do we retreat into our own worlds and say, "I'm fine, 

my family is fine, my business is fine, I don't have to worry about 

anyone else." Or do we take advantage of this historic opportunity 

to try to confront the toughest challenges we face? 1>-') 
, f?y~'-v' 

This is not the tinle'to approve a b' tax cut - and forget 
',' 

about our obligations to our children. }\s we prepare for the day 

when Hispanics will be our largest minority and Hispanic children 

will fill more seats in America's classrooms ... We camiot afford a 

tax cut which will dramatically cut education funding at every 

level, including programs in the President's Hispanic Education 

Agenda.' 

, Because despite the progress made, we know not enough 

Hispanic children are getting a Head Start in life and going on to 

graduate from High School and College. 
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·... 

We know too many Latino teens are· still getting pregnant. 

Too many still don't have health insurance. And far too many are 

born into poverty - and never have a fighting chance at the future 

all children deserve. These are not somebody else's children. 

They are all of our children. 

I have seen so many powerful examples of communities 

coming together to make sure all their children are educated. A 

few years back, I visited an elementary school in one of the poorest 
.... 

areas of the San Fernando Valley. The vast majority of students 

there are Hispanic - and in the past, student achievement was at an 

all-time low. 
\ \ 

. ~~\~' 
Finally, parents and teachers ancfbusiness leaders and others 

in the community who cared about these children said "enough." 

We know what will work. We just have to do it. So they did ­

that school became a charter school. They got rid of the crack 

house that was down at the corner. Now, there are computers in 

the classrooms, children wearing uniforms, parents volunteering as .... 

tutors. Academic achievement has soared. And it has been named 

a National Blue Ribbon School. 
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This school is the pride and joy of the community. And it is 

a'powerful example of what can be accomplished when we take' 

responsibility for each child as ifhe or she were our own. 

And so I am very pleased to announce today a number of 
.... 

new efforts to help lift up the, education and future of Hispanic 

children in America~~Start is taking new steps to ~etter serve 

Hispanic children. AmeriCorps will work to increase the nunlber 

of its Hispanic members. The Department of Education will 

ensure that schools participating in Title I are held accountable for 

helping the three million Hispanic students enrolled in them learn 

proficient English and nleet challenging standards in core ' 

academic subjects. And, under the leadership of Secretary Bill 

Richardson, the Department of Energy will team up with the' 

"Latino Science and Engineerip.g Consortium" to identify, train, 

and nurture the next generation of scientists, engineers, technicians 

and educators in math and science. 

I am alsq pleased to announce that the private sector has 

made a commitment to do its part as well. Over the next 3 to 6 

months, AT&T will team up with Hispanic organizations to close, 

the technology gap for Latino youth throughout the nation . 

.... 
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The Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, which has already 

pledged $83 million for after-school programs, will now work to 

increase Latino participation in them. And, thanks to the National 

Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy, Hispanic media leaders 

have made commitments to create PSAs, radio programs, talk 

shows, newspaper supplements, and magazine features to improve 

the lives of the Hispanic youth. 

These are important steps. But, I hope that every parent, 

every business, every foundation, every school,· every citizen who 

has a stake in our children's future, will join this fight. 

I often think about the story of one of my top aides, Patti 

Solis Doyle, who has worked for me since 1991. She was one of 

six children born to Mexican immigrant parents in a poor 

neighborhood of Chicago. Her mother made it only through sixth 

grade. And her father had only a 3rd grade education. But they 

were proud to become American citizens. And they believed that 

education was the key to giving their children a better life. 

,.. , , 

Patti's father would say over and over to each of his children: 

"you must always value yourself." Imagine if all ofus took it upon 

ourselves to show every child that she was valued. 
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Because many years from now, there will be another White 

House Convening on Hispanic Children and Youth, perhaps a 

virtual one. They will look back on this meeting - and the 

challenges we faced. And they will judge us not by what we say 
. I . , 

today, but by what we do tomorrow. 

So, I hope they will say that this nleeting was the begimling, 

not the end ... that it spar~ed a dialogue around board rooms and 

kitchen tables ...and that it led to action all over the country. 

I hope they say that we didn't leave the Latino community­

or any community -- to care for their children alone. Instead, when 

given the chance and the choice, I hope they will look back and say 

that vve worked tirelessly to give all children the education and 

opportunities to reach their own God-given promise and lead our 

country in the next century. And when that day comes, I have a 

feeling it will be because those 
.,. 

of you in this historic room once 

again led the way. 

Thank you very much. 
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. Challenges and Opportunities Facing Hispanic\Latino 
. Children and Youth in the United States 

Remarks made at the, 

White House Convening on Hispanic Children and Youth 


August 2, 1999 


i have been asked by the First Lady to help frame our discussion by making a few brief " 

remarks on the challenges and opportunities facing Latino children and youth in the United· . 

States from the perspective ofa researcher. 


The Latino population is large, diverse, growing, and relatively young. In 1990. there 

were 22.4 million Latinos in the United States, or 9% ofthe population. By the year 2000 . 


, Latinos are expected to be 11.1% ofthe population or a total of30.6 million persons. Almost one 
out ofevery three Latinos in th¥ country is less than 15 years ofage. La.tino children and youth 
are among the fastest growing segments ofthe United States population. By the year 2000 the 

. number ofHispanics with less than 24 years ofage is expected to reach 15 million persons (or' 
15%) out ofa total youth population of98 million. Unfortunately, the Latino population is also 
.quite poor. 

The prevalence ofhigh poverty rates in the Hispanic\Latinocommunity constitutes one of . . 

the main challenges to the development ofLatino children and youth. But, amidst the challenges, 

there are also many positive programs and hard~working individuals--some of whom are 

represented her~ at $is meeting--that are a vital source ofknowledge, strength, and support for 

Latino children and youth. 


! 
Some ofthe main challenges to the development ofLatino children and youth include: 

(1) The Effects ofFamilY Poverty .' .' " . 
Latino youth a.re among the most disadvantaged with close to 42% ofchildren liVing 


below poverty. The comparable number for whites is 16.3% and for African-Americans it is 

43.3%. Many more Latino children live close to the poverty level. In New York City, for 

example, there are 760,197 poor children under 18 [more than the population ofSan Francisco] 


. and 394,775 [about the size ofAtlanta],or 52%, are Latino. Close to 6 out ofevery 10 Latino 

children in New York City live below poverty compared to 1 in lOnon-Hispanic White children. 


. High levels of family poverty mean that L~tino children and youth do not have access to the 
necessary material resources in their families and schools or to the kinds ofcommunity-based 
programs that facilitate, support, and encourage their human development. 

(2) Health Care 
Lack ofhealth insurance among many families [it is estimate" that close to 31% ofLatino 


families do not have health insurance] and lack ofaccess to preventive clinics and programs 
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have a significant impact on the health ofLatino·families and children. In many parts ofthe 
country Latino children suffer disproportionately from higher rates ofinfant death and low birth 
weight. There is also a higher incidence of reports ofchild abuse and neglect. The prevalence of 
asthma and other diseases is quite high and, though they are moving in the right direction, teen 
pregnancy and mortality rates rParticularly homicides and suicides] are still high. At the national 
level in 1997 the birth rate ofLatinas 15-19 years old was double· the average and approximately 
one quarter ofbirths to teens 15 to 19 were to Latinas. 1ft ~¥Yerk City, 15.9% ofLatino 
ehildren were hom to wemen 14 19 eompared. to 3.S% for whites and 14.6% tOt . 
MriGan-Amerie8BB\ Of the 12,848 births to women 14-19 in 1996,49.7% were Latino and 38.4% 
African-American. Suicide is another problem with 30%ofLatino Females.and 17:1% ofLatino 
High School students in 1997 reporting that they seriously considered attempting suicide 
(compared to 26.1% and 14.4% for Whites) while. 14.9% ofLatino females and 7.2% percent of 
Latino males said they actually attempted suicide in the previous year (compared to 10.3% and 
3.2% for Whites). 

(3) Community Issues. and Funding for Programs and Activities 
Children live in communities that have an impact on their growth and development. 

Hosing conditions, overcrowding, and homelessness affect many Latino children and youth. In 
numerous communities there is a need for comprehensive community economic development 
initiatives. Unfortunately, the lack of employment opportunities in some areas ofthe country 
contributes to an environment.in which crime and gang related problems continue to be . 
prevaIent. Children mthe Latino community need more access to opportunities for their social, 
cultural, educational, and personal development. Many ofthe good programs that currently exist 
are full to capacity and the needs in many communities for positive activities, resources to visit 
other places, and programs in which children and youth can be involved are very large. 

(4) Welfare Policy, Labor Markets, and Youth Employment 
Changes in welfare policy have impacted many Latino families by reducing their access 

to soCial programs and decreasing the level of support provided by these programs. Many· 
Latinos work in the low end ofthe labor market where layoffs, long hours, and low wages are 
prevalent and opportunities for mobility are quite limited. The unemployment rate for young 
Latinos is almost twice as high as that of whites. Latino youth are entering a challenging labor 
market where wages and where opportunities for mobility are tied to education and formal 
credentials. In-this increasingly competitive context our ch81lenge is to provide Latino youth--as 
many organizations represented here aredoing--with the. education, tr8ining, job development, 
and placement supports that they need to succeed. 

(5) The Role of Immigration Status 
.Many Latinos· have been in the U.S. for generations. However, the immigration status of 

some members ofthe community, and language barriers, mean·that the population is often less 
informed, more vulnerable, and that it has less access to program~ that promote the development 
ofchildren and youth. The problem is not immigration or imniigran'Qi. They are a source ofgreat 
strength for the nation. The challenge is to help Latino immigrants achieve their highest potential 
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in the current policy environment. 
In the midst of these serious challenges there are also sources ofsupport and 

opportunities that need to be recognized and built upon. 
The main opportunities for the development ofLatino c¥Idren and youth include: 

(1) Talented Children and Strong\Loving Families and Communities 
It· is important to move away from deficit models and to recognize the talent, strength, 

creativity, and resiliency ofLatino children and youth. The cJ:iiIdren are not the problem~ Latino 
families and conimunities are also very strong and resilient. Successful efforts anel programs 
begin by recognizing the talent. ofLatino children and the strength of the family and work on 
providing support, resources for the household, and on removing obstacles and barriers to human 
development and social mobility. Poor does not mean bad or inept. 

(2) More Developed Professional Base, More Community-based Groups, 
Organizations, andService Providers, More Visibility at the National Level, and 
Capacity to Build Leadership on Latino Child and Youth Development Issues 
hi recent years the nUmber and visibility ofprofessionals, groups, organizations, and 

service provielers in the Latino community has increased appreciably. There are many 
community-based organizations with significant experience in the design, development,

, , 

management, and evaluation ofprograms that help build, maintain, and rejuvenate our 
communities and that provide much needed social services to the population. Each one of them is 
an asset and it is important to draw on these resources to build leadership around Latino child 
and youth development issues. 

(3) Positive Effects of a Growing Economy, , 
Economic growth during the last few years has increased the num:ber ofwork: 

opportunities for Latinos in the labor market. However, research shows that the Latino . 
population is the first to feel economic downturns and is more vulnerable to the fluctuations of 
the economy. Continued economic growth and increasing opportunities in families, schools, and ' 
communities are essent4U to the development ofLatino children and youth. ' , 

, Latino children and youth are there in numbers but they are missing from planning, ' 
design, research, reporting, and policy on youth programs. We know a lot about what works: We 
know that WIC works, that prenatal care works, that childhood immunization works, that 
preschool education and ,Head Start work:, that compensatory education works, that early 
intervention for students with disabilities works, that home visits arid day care work, that parent 
training works, that graduation incentives work, that juvenile crime prevention works, that youth 
employment and training works, and that substance abuse programs work. But, we still need to ' 
know much more about how to replicate best practices, how to build and maintain org3nizational 
networks, and how to better reach and service the Latino community. 

As the President was able to see during his recent visits; and as the honorable first lady 
knows well, our communities have modest material resources but arl; rich in culture, knowledge, 

, and in the quality ofour people. As we discuss the challenges··faced byour children and youth let 
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us also be mindful of the opportunities that are there to invest in our future and let us re-double . 
our commitment and our efforts, as a nation, to develop the full potential of each and every one 
of our children and youth~ Muchas gracias por su atencion. . 

" 
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First Lady Hilary Clinton's White House Convocation on Hispanic 
Children and Youth 

August 2, '1999 
Washington, .DC 

Hispanic Educational Attainment 

Distinguished Mrs. Clinton 

Honored Guests 

,[In responding to Mrs. Clinton's requeS9 I will present to you a picture OfHiSPani~Leducational attainment. I would like you to put yourself in that picture. or-

This year, 1999, a little more than.700,000 Hispanic children are being born. 1 By this date 
in 2015, the Hispanic children born today are turning 16 years old. Will they be facing the 
same challenges you face today as I ask you to visualize yourself as a teenage Hispanic 
today? 2 

, . 

So what do you face today as a Hispanic teenager? What challenges are in front ofyou? 
'(Imagine yourself as a Hispanic teenager filled with all the hopes and dreams that a teenager 

want!] Imagine you are still in school, likely between the 9th and 11th grades. 

Challenges 

• 	 You get tired, angry and frustrated that you always have to fight against the odds. 

• 	 The condition of poverty seriously affects what your schools and teachers can and 
. cannot do for you. 

• 	 Poor or not, most of you have grown up kno:wing and speaking Spanish. It is part of 
your cultural experience with your family. You have learned that if you are bilingual 
and speak Spanish, you are not expected to succeed academically, if at all. You know 
that this is what happened to your parents. You wonder what the big deal is in 
understanding that speaking two languages is one of the best ways to get ready to live, 
work, compete and enjoy the new century. 

• (Xou experience one in every four of your friends dropping out of school or getting ready 
to! You fight a constant battle tp stay engaged with your own learning. 

• 	 You know: you cannot go to college if you do not graduate. You also are realizing you 
do not have the right credits(ispeciallyin mathematics and science courses. You are 
wondering if college can really be a hope for yoti). . ­
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~!. ~'\l~ic. " ~tf'lJ. DoC~~ •See yourself now m your current roles. . 'i3 ~ . 

.These trends are incompatible with the rolewe must play now and in the years just ahead. 
Educational attainment is strongly correlated to economic and democratic prosperity. 
Nothing short ofexcellence in equity and outcomes for Hispanic American youth ~\~ 
acceptable.!6'1my-&H1s.._ 

There are three major challenges I ask you to keep with you: 

Cl 	 One, the "against all odds" mentality that poor Hispanic children and youth live 
with every day of their lives is robbing them of the interest and motivation 
necessary for educational success. In this, our Hispanic students are joined with 
the same frustrations as their poor white, black, Asian, Alaskan, Pacific Islander 
·and Native American peers. 

Cl 	 Two, the challenge of building and maintaining engagement with learning is central 
to educational growth. Engagement that results in Hispanic students wanting to 
learn more, engagement that results in Hispanic students enjoying learning enough 
to not wanttostop. Engagement that results in schools and teachers knowing how 
to build on the unique gifts of linguistic and cultural diversity. 

Cl 	 -Three, accept the challenge that post-secondary attainment of Hispanics is 
absolutely essential to ensure the emergence of Hispanic leadership in civic and . 
political life, in business and health, in education, and in all aspects of our 
American culture for the 21st century. 

Opportunities for Policy and Practice 
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I 	lUOTl\~ b~· ~~/
e specific opportunities for policy and practice.#lat-adjress-the-three-elmHenges 1-. 

h~s.edJo.yt>tr. These-soggestions--are-deFWed-from..eve~5 years of personal experience 
s a researcher, teacher and professor " 

1. 	 Known ffi6deis-ef successful bilingual education deve~~!-f>F9gfafM need wide 
dissemination and support. At the elementary level, in dual immersion programs, both 
1st language Spanish and 1st language English speakers are scoring at or above grade 
level in reading and mathematics over control group peers. As a multi-racial population 
group, Hispanic have much to teach and share with each member ofour American 

family. /l~~ 

2. 	 Engaging chi~'ldr'in grades one through three in challenging, hands-on problem based 
learning, we w from the research, has lasting positive effects on academic 
performance eer tutoring -iutiU-alRtmg-tiltn>esr-apploachenoi.mproving-children' S 

~ - kids teaching kids across all subjects~is the least costly, but least used. 

3. 	 Hispanic students get the message early on that their academic success is not an , \ 
expected norm but rather, an exception. Hispanic students also are generally tracked / ~ ~@, \\1\ 
into non-college preparatory cours~enees. Today, Hispanic students are rec~ng, ~b 
on average, more vocational course credits than academics credits, and are les likely to . 
take algebra, geometry and science courses - the minimum requirements £ college 
acceptance. (Only 6 states require Algebra 1 for high school graduatio nd none 
require Geometry.) We need to get serious about high standards and make school 
boards, and ,state departments of education accountable to provide the level of resources 
required. We invest in schools and teachers like gambling - we place small bets and 
expect huge winnings. We need to heavily invest in attracting the brightest and the best 

, we can to teach, individuals who love what and how they teach and are not destroyed in 


the process by the way their schools and districts are structured. ~l~~~\G~'1 


4. 	 Performance based learning in middle school and high school yiel s extraordinary gairts 
in academic measures. Because it builds on self-directed learnin it also yields the 
motivation to learn which is what sllstains learning for the rest 0 one's life., ' 
Performance based learning~~apprenticeships and mentorships, &R~S .~ 
~g130~' Mergies to everyday real-world problems. ~1t~~ 

thinking and skills necessary for productive living. T-kese al3l'Peaeftes abe givl/1 ' : 
options to create solutions that are discipline specific, for example, in business, the arts, 
in health, science and engineering related professions. Most students do not enroll in 
college if they do not complete high school. 

5. 	 Several ~ducational reform efforts based on systemic and partnership approaches are 
demonstrating success with Hispanic and other minority students. Working with regular 
and magnet schools, this is the arena where business, industry, philanthropy and' 
community based organizations can make significant contributions-which some have 
started. 
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Since the majority ofHispanic)students who complete high school or its equivalent 
beGa~ higher education bJ(y at· the comniunity coll~e levet community 
colleges are challenged to: 

• 	 offer job training and re-training, 
• 	 develop literacy among critical masses ofU.S. and immigrant Hispanics, 
• 	 build Hispanic capacity in technology, and 
• 	 ensure successful transitions to four-year institutions. 

7. 	 Graduating u.nprecedentednumbers ofHispanic students from colleges and universities 
must become a national priority. How to do so is well established in the wide range of 

~",'4i ("'0\ research on student persistence and retentionlhut funding, policy and practice remain at 
the margins of state and institutional prioritieiJ I have examined this issue for over 
twenty years. We know how to keep students in college. The number one reason why 
Hispanic stUdents do not complete college is financial. This has been the case, is the 
case and will continue to be the case. Grants and scholarships are much more likely to 
increase Hispanic post-secondary attainment rat~than loans. Mentorships with faculty 
in collaboration with public and private sponso~ m~vate students to complete post­
secondary learning. ~~~~+O 

Hispanics are a major player in the current and future democratic and economic prosperity 
of this nation, Only students with baccalaureate degrees can pursue post-graduate work for 
master's, doctoral and professional degrees. Wealthy democracies and markets depend on 

. educational prosperity. Higher education translates to high rates of community and public 
service, as well as benefiting economic progreSs] 

I believe what Mrs. Clinton wants us to do is to change the course of the river for our 
Hispanic young people, starting now. Our responsibility is to fill our Hispanic students and 
their peers with the hope, the dreams, and the tools to build their futures with their minds, as 
well as their hands. We have the students. We have solutions. 

Th ·nk h\,~.~\~'I\. "L~ h" d d " I d" I da yO~lor tfte 613I3eftim~~ t IS unprece ente natlOna la ogue to ay on 
Hispanic youth. 
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Suggestions for the First Lady's Comments: 

1. 	 We must recognize that we are already paying the price for under-investing in the 
education ofour Hispanic and other minority young people. 

2. 	 A national discourse on Hispanic educatiQnal attainment must be re-ignited. It must be 
characterized by a constant and articulate voice expressing the consensus of our highest 
and most influential political, business, and educational leaders. . 

. 	 . 

3. 	 To aggressively invest cultural, political and financial resources in the educational 
success ofHispanics without delay is the right idea atthe right time for the right reasons. 

4. 	 Generations ofHispanics have been lost due to the cultural and political inertia to move· 
beyond the status quo'of expecting and accepting low and mediocre rates of educational 
attainment among Hispanicyouth. We cannot afford to loose any more, not one child. 

lLive births to Hispanic women are averaging increasingly greater than about 700,000 per 
year since the early 1990s. By 2015, there are about 10.5 million Hispanic American 
children who are 16 or younger. These children account for about half of all the Hispanic 
American growth in the U.S. since 1995. IIi that 20 year period, the Hispanic American 
population has grown about 20 million - ten million between 1995 and 2005 and another 10 
million between 2005 and 2015. 
2This growth does not include the numbers added by undocumented immigrants. Based on 
projected birthrates ofthe US Census Bureau Projections that exclude undocumented 
immigrants, between 1995 and 2005 the American Hispanic population increases by just 
under 10 million, and between 2005 and 2015 it increases again by just over 10 million. 
3Takenfrom the 1997 educational attainment statistics calculated by the National Center for 
Educational Statistics. 
4259,000 or 1.4 percent have a Masters degree, 73,000 or .40 percent hold a professional 
degree, and 54,000 or .29 percent have earned a doctoral degree. There are entire fields in 
which Hispanics have never obtained a doctoral degree. 
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July 22, 1999 

Mr. John M. Doe 
Address Line 1 
Address Line 2 
City, State 20001-Zip 

Dear John: 

I am pleased to invite you to join me for a White House 
Convening on Hispanic Children and Youth. The purpose of this 
forum is to examine the many challenges and opportunities 
facing these young people, particularly in the areas of early 
childhood devel,opment, educational attainment, a.nd 
adolesoence. Panelists alld participants will discuss the 
pathways to achievement for Hispanic: youth. ' including the 
networks of support that promote that aohievement as well as 
the often significant c:hallenges that can impede positive 
growth. This convening will highlight promising efforts 
throughout the country and exam~ne ways to foster new support 
for innovative programs. '. 

The success of Hispanic children is central to our ,,' 
future as a nation and it is my hope that this event will 
focus attention on these critical issues. The convening will 
be held in the White House East Room on Monday, August 2, 1999 
at9: OOam. You will be oontacted by the, White House Sooial 
Offic:e with event details ~ 'I look fC)rward to seeing you 
there. 

Sincerely yours, 

1~1~(2,l4~C£,.Jwv 
.~ Hil~a~Rodham Clinton 
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My name is Imelda Yesenia Contreras and I was born in El Salvador I came 
to the United States 12 years ago, at theageof6, and lived with my mother until the age of 14. 
Then I moved in with my baby's father and lived withhirn for four years, during which I had a 
babyboy Six months latcrwe.separated and I moved back with my mom. Three months latcr I 
met Barrie Lynn Tapia, a social worker from the Latin American Youtb Center, and shehetped 
me to get back ill school, get my son in day care, .and got me in the host home program I 
attended the LAYC's Teen Parent Program tl1r one year, which later converted to the Next Step 
Public Charter Schobl, where I attended three months. I've been involved with Ms Tapia at the 
LAYC for almost two years. During this time I have been working on improving my relationship 
with my mom. lam now attending Columbia HeightsYouth Build, a LAye program that teaches 
GED and consuuction. I took my GED on July 1'1, 1999 and am waiting for the res\.llts. This 
past June I left the Host Ilome program andentercdtheLatino Transitional HOllsing Project, 
which provides me with housing and support tD reach my educational goals .. I will complete 
Youthbuild in October, .and have applied to be in LAYC's Americorp's program, which will allow 
me to work in my community and provide me with tlnancial aid for college. My goal for the 
hlture is to attend college and then law school. My son is almost t1u~ee years old and 1 plan to 
t~nroll him in Head Start this fall. t anrproudofthepr<Jgress that! have made and I have the . ! 

inspiration to continue on and know that I can be somebody. 
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LUIZ HERNANDEZ 
SOCIAL SECURITY # 

" 

The youth is a native of Puerto Rico, 18 years old. who recently immigrated to 
the U.S, He came to Washington, DC looking for better job opportunities and to 
study, 'He comes from a divorced marriage;upon entering the U S,he came to 
IiVEl with his father in Washington, D.C. His father had remarried when Luis was 
still young. When he reunited with his father, he aiso met his stepmother. who 
frOrYl the beginning was not cornfortable, with ,the idea of having him around. 
She requested his father to send him back to Puerto Rico, At that trme; he was 
at0nding HS schoo! and working, he did not want to leaveWasWngton, DC. 
Then he requested to his counselor at Bell Multicultural to help him to find a 
place to live where he could study and' work. He app,lied to TLP and was 
accepted immediately, that was in February 1999. 

" , 

Now, he is attending slimmer school at Bell Multicultural HS. His improvement at 
school is remarkable. The case manager at TLP found tutors for .him to improve 
his grades duringfor,his last year of high school. He left his job to concentrate 
more on his grades at schooL.. He wHlbe attending 1ih grade next year and 
graduate from High SchooL In addition, he is working "as volunteer at AYUDA; 
tI,e TLP program requires to make some hours of community. service to learn 
more abQut non-profit organizations, as well as how to help people. He is looking 
for a job, he applied to several permanent positions that will help him make some 
money. In this way, he will be saving some money when he leaves the program' 
to be an independent person. 
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Patricia TUfcios is a native of EI Salvador, She is a graduate of Bell Multicultural High School. At Bell 
she received llie1988 Self·Promotion and PerselV~nceAw;lrd. TIles..'Une ycar she won the Arena Stage 
Young Playwright's A\vard for \vriting and producing a play and was named Latirul of the Week in.Ticmpo 
Larino. Patricia has been working and/or going 10 school since 1993. She is Ihe mother ~)f Iwo beautiful 
childrcn, Dalliel 3ycars old and Tamam i months, 

Patricia joined Mary's Cenlcr Healthy Families horne viSiting program during her forst pregnanCy. Here 
she was given inf(mll.at.lon on the pregnancy, child development. and well btlby care. Patricia altendcd 
prenatal classes ,uld has made SUfe that both child.ren are lip to date on their vacillations and well bnby 
carc appoinlltlcllIs. The hOlllC visitor encourn~ed Patricia LO stay in school and graduate. To support IlIis, 
she assisted hCf in locating a daycarc center for Daniel. In addition, the. program assisted Pallicia in 
developing her resume and looking for a better job. After Tamara was born. 11 Mary's Center J1\lrsc along 
wi!h Ille llomevisitor weIll to Patrieicia's home 10 mttkc sure all three were doing fine. Currently, Ihe horne 
visiloral1d Patricia are looking into different school options for Dan.iel as well as d:tycare for T;lInam. 

...:
\ . 

(0 0 3) 
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OBJECTIVE: To obtain a position tll;}t will allow me to develop business and 
(;ustomer service skills. 

EXPERIENCE: 

Mny. 1995 Safewtly Stores. Tnc. 
Present Service Clerk 

It Piroctillg CllslOlllcrs losloredcp3ltments, 
" Filing prescripiions at p)wmlacy; cashier. 
" Marketing Safeway Club C<lrd and registering 
Cllstomcrs ror S3villgs program 
• Translating medic;!! il1ld consumer information for 
Spanish-speakiug cllstomers. 

October. 1997- Bell HighSChool Ony Care 
DtXTJIlb<:r, 19')7 Studenrlnrern 

'" Crcatcd ilnd implcmcnlcd stimulating aclivities 
for children.age 12-2:.1 months, 

JUJlC, 1991 G,C, Murphy's Co, 
MardI, 1~')s Cashier 

• J'v1anagcd cash register.and reconciled daily receipts. 
• Organized illvcnlOry; designed, assembled dj~plays. 
" Directed CllSlomers to various .stQre dcp;lnmcnl.
* Tnl1lshi[cd consumcriilformation 1'91' Spanish-
speaking customers, ' , 
* Store maintenance; customer service, 

EIHJCATlON; 

1993-199R 	 Bell MultkulillTlll Higll School, WilshingloTl. D,C. 
Grndualed, June, '\99R . 

Jall11.ary. I ()')6 	 Snfcwaj' Pharmacy 1'ruilling 

Jllly, 1<),)8 	 Safeway Cashier Tr:lining 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS/AWARDS; 

1995Arcna Slag.:: Young Playwright's Contest Awnrd Willller 

199R :i)clf-Promolioll and Perseverance Awntd, Ben High :Schoo! 

1~9H. Latina ofllj(:~ wcck;Ti~'i!po Latino 
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Mary'sCent.er 
For Maternal , Child care, Inc. 

2]33 Ontario Road; N.W.; Washington, D.C. 20009 
Tel. (202) 483 - 8196 fax (202) 797 - 2628 

Fax Transmittal Sheet 

Date 

To 

Name 

Telephone 

SUPPORT MARY'S CENTER 

BY MARKING # 8263 ON YOU COMBINED 


FEDERAL CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION 


Unit~d Way/CFC "8263 
1l1aru.: You For Your Supp<.lI1¥ 

From 

Telephone 

Message--------------------. 
----_._-­-- jU.J~k~--~-

----'.,-­-'--'--~'-----"------------'---~------~------

The infor~tlon contained in-this facsimile message is intended 
only for the use to whom it is addressed and may contain 
information that is privileged and confidential. If the reader 
of this message is not the intended recipient, you are heraby 
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this 
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have r(~ceived this 
communication in error, please notify us immediately at 
(202) 48) - 819G. Thank you. 

http:Mary'sCent.er

