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WHITE HOUSE CONVENING ON HISPANIC CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

August 2, 1999 


. Script 


9:50 AM HRC Opens Event [Lectern] 
HRC makes opening remarks. 

10:05 AM HRC is Seated with Panelists 

10:05 AM HRC introduces Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard, Chair, Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus 
Rep. Roybal-Allardfrom California is the first Mexican-American woman to be 
elected to Congress, the first Latina to be appointed to the House Appropriations 

. Committee, and the first woman ever elected Chair ofthe important 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus. 

10:06 AM ' Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard Makes Remarks 
Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard makes remarks about the role of the Congressional 
Hispanic Caucus (CHC) and CHC follow-up. 

10:11 AM HRC Introduces Session 
Before we begin our discussion, we will hear from two scholars who will help us 
frame our dialogue with facts and analysis about the challenges and opportunities 
that Hispanic children face in three'main areas: early childhood development, 
educational attainment and youth issues. Then, we will hear from some ofyou in 
the audience to find out what strategies are working in communities around the 
country, 

First, I ~ould like to introduce our two researchers: Dr. Hector Cordero­
Guzman, Assistant Professor at the Milano Graduate School ofManagement and 
Urban Policy at the New School University in New York, will discuss community 
challenges in the areas ofearly childhood andyouth. Following him, Dr. Carlos,. 
Rodriguez, Senior Research Scientist at the American Institutes for Research and 
Associate Professor at American University, College ofEducation, will discuss 
some spe,cijic factors that comprise the schooling and overall educational 
experience ofHispanic young people. 

10:14AM HRC Turns to Dr. Hector Cordero-Guzman, Assistant Professor at the 
Milano Graduate School of Management and Urban Policy at the New 
School University, New York 
Dr. Hector Cordero-Guzman gives a brief overview of issues facing Hispanic 
children and families, including early childhood development and youth and 
community issues. 



lO:18AM 	 HRC Turns to Dr. Carlos Rodriguez, Senior Research Scientist at the 
American Institute for Research and Associate Professor at American 
University, College of Education, Washington, DC 
Dr. Carlos Rodriguez gives a brief overview of Hispanic educational attainment. 

10:22 AM 	 HRC Introduces Moderator Sarita Brown, Executive Director of the White 
House Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanic Americans . 

10:23 AM 	 Sarita Brown Moderates Issue One: Early Childhood Development 
(20 minutes) 

Sarita Brown turns to Maria Gomez, Mary's Center, .Washington, DC 
Ms: Gomez discusses the programs of Mary's Center that provide services for 
women and their families following them from pregnancy through birth and 
continuing support until the child begins school. Ms. Gomez will also 
describe the ways in which Mary's Center reaches out to Latinas and their 
families. Ms. Gomez is joined by Patricia Turcios, a parent from Mary's 
Center. 

Sarita Brown turns to Dr. Gloria Rodriguez, Executive Director of 
A vance Parent-Child Education Program, San Antonio, TX 
Dr. Rodriguez speaks about the creation and evolution of A vance, a model 
community-based program that provides comprehensive prenatal and early 
childhood services. [Dr. Rodriguez spoke on a panel at the 1997 White House 
Conference on Early Childhood Development.] 

(iRecommendedfollow-up question for HRC: . 
. J am glad to see that you brought with you today Maria Huerta, a woman who has 

been involvedin your program for a number ofyears. [To Maria Huerta Jwill 
" you please tell us a littlebit aqout your involvement in Avance? 

•.. Iftime permits, Sarita\Brown will call on Rep. Roybal-Allard)( 

Resource People, if response or further discussion is needed )( 
- Menti Sabates-Morse, Dade County School Board Member, FL 

t ~t -Pat Montoya, Commissioner, Administration for Children Youth and Families, " 

') " HHS· ~ 
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10:43 AM 	 Sarita Brown Moderates Issue Two: Education 
(30 minutes) 

Sarita Brown turns to Emily Cole, Project GRAD, TX 
Ms. Cole talks about the link between systemic educational refonn and Latino 
educational achievement. She discusses how Project GRAD (Graduation. 
Really Achieves Dreams) worked with the schools to change and redevelop 
the curricula in the early years so that disadvantaged students would reach 
ninth grade prepared for the work ahead. Ms. Cole also. discusses the 
importance of changing middle school curricula. 

Recommendedfollow-up question for HRC: 
Project GRAD is a model for new the Federal program GEAR UP, which is 
designed to ready middle school students for college. I'd like to ask Steven 
Zwerlingjrom the Ford Foundation to.tell us why your foundation has found that 
this interven'tion is particularly effective for Latinos. 

• Rarita Brown turns toCarmen Vega-Rivera, East Harlem Tutorial 
Program, New York, NY . 
Ms. Vega-Rivera speaks about the East Harlem Tutorial Program, which 
enlists community melilbers and business people to serve as role models for 
young people and to instill in them professional aspirations. Ms. Vega-Rivera 
is joined by two young people, Nicole Marrero and Jaime Juan Rivera.' 

..J 

Recommendedfollow-up question for HRC: 
I know that you brought a young woman with you, Nicole Marrero. {To Nicole 

. Marrero} will you please stand up and tell us how this program has had an 
impact on your life? 

• 	 John Guerra, Vice President, AT&T South West LSO Business 
Mr. Guerra talks about AT&T's support of the Hispanic Scholarship Fund, . . 

and the growth of the fund. Also, he will highlight AT&T's Technology for 
Education Partnership, which uses infonnation technology to give Hispanic 
students access to the educational and financial resources they need in order to. 
pursue a higher education. 

Recommendedfollow up question for HRC: 

How can we encourage more leaders in the business sector to take actions to 

address the needs 'ofHispanic; youth? 


• 	 If time permits, Sarita Brown will call on Dr. Carlos Rodriguez 

Resource People, if response or further discussion is needed 

, 1. -Dr. BlandinaCardenas, University of Texas at San Antonio 
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- Maria Tukeva, Principal, Bell Multicultural High School, DC (received 
Presidential Leader School Award for service learning program) 
- Mike Cohen, US Department of Education 

11:13 AM 	 Sarita Brown Moderates Issue Three: Youth and Communities 
(20 minutes) 

Sarita Brown turns to Margarita Rosa, Executive Director of the Gra~d 
Street Settlement, New York, NY 

, Ms. Rosa speaks about Grand Street Settlement's efforts to combat teen 
pregnancy and about the Americorps members who work there. Grand Street 
Settlement is a vast multi-service provider that serves a population in lower 
NYC that is 80% Hispanic. Ms. Rosa is joined by Michelle Fermin, age 16, a 
young person who has benefited from this program. 

Recommended follow up question for HRC: 
I am glad to see that you brought a young woman with you today who has been in 
your program. {To Michelle Ferminl fd like 10 ask Michelle to share with us her 

, insights on what works to reach young people andprovide positive alternatives. 

I Sarita Brown turns to Sister Jennie Lechtenberg, Executive Director of 
Puente Learning Center, Los Angeles, CA 
Sister Jennie Lechtenberg discusses her reasons for starting Puente, 
recognizing the special needs ofLatino youth in'Los Angeles. Sister Jennie 
focuses on Puente's gang prevention programs and on Puente's success 

./ participating with the schools and identifying and helping at-risk students. 

tll\\~(,\ ",6-___S_ister Jennie is joined by Miguel Flores, aYale graduate who has benefited 
1'1 \ ~ from Puente. -

• Jarita Brown turns to Ivelisse Estrada, Univision , ' ~\O,t~~.\.. VMs. Estrada talks about Univision's commitment to Hispanic youth including: 
a multi year commitment to develop and air PSAs, and Cristina Saralegui's ~~-
,commitment to develop talk shows and other programming to address youth 

I'~" issues such as teen pregnancy. 
\~ " 
(~..~ .. • If time permits, Sarita Brown will call on Dr~ Hector Cordero-Guzman 

Resource People, if response or further discussion is needed S\-¥J.. · 'f,..- Hector Torres, Police Chief, Bridgeport Police Department, Bridgeport, CT 

\U.~AM Sarita Brown Closes the Program 
Sarita Brown discusses follow-up by the White House Initiative and turns to HRC 

'\,\'I>\~\\ol for ,closing remarks. 

tt\M\'-~ 
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11:38 AM HRC Makes Closing Remarks 
HRC issues a call to action and thanks the Convening participants. 

11:40 AM HRC Departs/Program Ends 

5 
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Maria Huerta 
[~'P6;[b)J61·J . 
San Antonio, TX 78207 

.. lam a twcnty·six year old single mothciT oftwoi·bom and raised ina !jingle parent. . . .. 

hotlsohold in San Antonio, Texas. My motheT~ who carried two jobs then, raised her six 
. . " . 

children in a Ihree-beclrooriJ housing project on the West Side ofSal.l Antonio .. As the 

youngest of six children (siblings include 3 broU1ers and 2 sisters). I am the only child in 

the fa.m\ly Lo have completed ahigh school education. With the will and determination 10 

sticceod, J began my college studies in 199.1 upon high school graduation. I was a . . 

recipient offIn athletic scholarshipatourl~cal univ~tsitY.whcrclbcgM.-my st.udies in 
. . 

nlJrsing,· I becarne:pregsalltwith my first child in my second yearof studies. With·· 

farnily and friends support, I did evcry means to stay in Scl10clas a full time StUdCllt 

transferred to a local communitycoJlege at this time. After giving birth to my son, eleven 

months later. I 'became pregnant with my second~hlld. Although at this point in my life, 

1no longer hadthesupport {needed to complete my collcgccducatlon. Friend.s and 

family thought the i~possiblclbeifig asinglernofuer()ft\vp,Wi{h no income and Jiving· 
. . . '. "',.,'. . 

at home with my mother, my sqn and dallghter, I theJ1 felt ''the impossible." 

fn 1995, after a rigoroUs search for a. famHy sUpjJOIt group, I found AVANCE. a 

non-profit, family support and educll.tion program. The biggestobsiaele in my life rhen 

was child-care for my son and da.ughter.after havingjust received an academic transfer 

scho1arsbip to St Mary's University. After manyphOlJe.oalls in finding the support r 
, .... . . 

needed, AVANCE offered thcirassistance. I became wlactiveparticipant in their 

program in the summer of 1995. I attendedtbeirparent education classes twice a \veek 

and paJ"{icipated in other services within the AVANCE curriculum. I leamed how 

important my role was as a "first teacher H to my children. ·Not only did I find the 

confidence 1 lacked, but rwanted my children tD see it as well: 1':'he support Jrotn the 
, . '. .. 

AVANCE staU"aild new friends thatlmadc wasov~'Whelmit1g. Theybelicvcd in me,. 
'. '. " .. 

most ofaH;lhelievedin myselfagai~. My children andl gniduatedfrom thcprogTam in 

19% and rremain as an a.ctive participamihAVA.~CE.EflS. I vohmteer my time as a 

Chairwoman ofthe AV ANeE EHS PoH~y CounciL My greatest rewaId is giving bi\ck to 
. .. 

those that hc1pod me through my struggles and A V ANtE did just lhat. 
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'. 
I graduated (yom st. Mary's UnivOtsity in August 1998 with a BBA ill 

Accaunting and I am currently working on my Mastct'sin Education. My daughter, . 

Hannah, who is 4 years old. is currently in Head Start and my son Matthew, who is 5 

years old, will start kindergarten this school year, Aside from being an active single 

p:trtmt of two., I manage my tillle to give back to the community. I volunteer at my 

daughter's Head Start center and at our local YMCA. 1am oxtremely grateful for the role 

A VANCE plays in my life, but most ofan 1vel)' proud ofhearing my children say that 

they would like to graduate from college just like their mother did. Someday they will ' 

understand the struggles that I went through to achieve such au accomplishment and they 

will look on proudly. 

Thank You, 

Maria Huerta 

TOTRL P.10 
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Biography: Miguel Flores 

Born in Tijuana, B.C., Mexico on'~~ f2E~!n;Eh,lto PaulinaD. Flores and 
lose O. Flores. My only sibling, Paulina M. Flores was born My 
futher currently works for Union Pacific Railroad Corporation as a welder, my mother is 
0. homemaker arid my sister attends Wesleyan University where she is majoring in 
Economics. My family moved to Los Arigeles. CA, in 1981 and settled in Boylc Heights. 
a predorninantly LatilloneigbborhoodinEastL.A. I atteuded Theodore Roosevelt High • 
School, a public school With a student population of 4.&00 and graduated in the class of 
94. While in lligh School I a.ttended the Puente Learning Center High School Tmorial 
Program and laterbecawe a voltmteer. I graduated in 1998 from Yale Unive:rsrty with a 
double major in History and Political Science. Currently I am wurking as paralegal fOI 

Davis Polk & Wardwell. Nextgoal in life is to attend law school in the fall of 2000. 

Inl.erest: Culture, Education, Current Events 

j, 
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