
April 16, 1999 

DROP BY AT JEWISH CHILD CARE ASSOCIATION 
175th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

Date: Monday, April 19 
Time: 9:10 pm - 9:35 pm 
Location: Chipriani Wall Street 

.New York, N.Y • 
. From: Ruby Shamir 

I. PURPOSE. 

, 

To participate in the 175th anniversary celebration of the Jewish Child Care Association (JC~A). 

II. BACKGROUND 

JCCA Today . 
The JCCA is a comprehensive, multi-cultural, child and family service agency with a mission of 
strengthening families and helping them reunite quickly when a separation has been necessary. 
JCCA's programs and facilities are located in many New York City communities and in 
Westchester County. The organization's continuum ofcare consists ofa wide array ofnon­
sectarian, publicly funded programs for the community at large, including adoption services, 
early childhood programs, educational programs, family development programs, foster home 
care,residential treatment centers and outpatient mental health and preventive services. 
Additionally, the JCCA operates programs tailored specifically for the Jewish community 
including family day care -- largely operated within the ~mmigrant Russian community -- group 
day care, and independent adoption. The JCCA serves about 9,000 children and families 
members annually, and there are approximately 1,300 children in the JCCA's care each day. 

The JCCA has developed a superb record ofhelping families reunite, and ofmoving children 
quickly toward adoption -- its adoption record exceeds the standard set by the city ofNew York. 
It has also developed an independent living program for all children older than seven who are in 
foster care. The JCCA funds practice-based research and quality assurance progt:ams so that it 
can learn more about what works and its medical department works with staff and families to 
help infants at risk. . 

. In the 1960s, the JCCA became publicly funded and mostly non-sectarian. It receives a majority . 
ofits funds from the City and State ofNew York. Approximately 6.5% of its budget consists of 
philanthropic assistance. The JCCA receives contributions from the New York Times Neediest 
Cases fund and the New York Times publishes articles every few weeks about a JCCA success 
story. 

History of JCCA , 

In 1940, 19 major Jewish child welfare organizations merged under the umbrella of the JCCA. 




However, JCCA history dates back to 1822 when a parent oftoday's JCCA, the Hebrew 
Benevolent Society, was established as a private,sectarian organization to provide services for' 
poor Jewish people in need, including widows, veterans and children. Forty years later, 
orphanages specifically for children were created as people came to realize that children needed 
special attention. These institutions were large dormitories that housed as many as 1200 
orphaned, half-orphaned and other destitute children -- they often held 100 beds in a single large 
room. Art Buchwald, a child ofthe Hebrew Orphan Asylum who will attend the event, described 
the architecture of his orphanage as "early Sing Sing." '. 

In the early 1900s, the JCCA developed the more home-like Pleasantville Cottage School, a 
group living situation in the country to replace the big orphanages. Over time, as attitudes 
towards child rearing shifted and social needs changed, the JCCAembraced quality foster care 
and adoption programs as well as farriily child care, forming an extensive and progressive 
approach to caring for children and supporting families that has endured. 

Evening Program 
Before you arrive, the evening's program will feature a number of speakers including: Barbara 
Mann and Arthur Maslow, chairs of the event; Joyce Kramer, President of the Board ofTrustees 
of the JCCA; Paul Gitelson, Executive Vice President of JCCA; and the Honorable Peter , 
Vallone, New York City Council President. The honorees of the evening, Stephen Sokoloff, a 
former JCCA president, aIid Alan Tishman, JCCA Trustee and President ofTishman 
Management and Leasing Corporation, will both speak; Afterwards, three JCCA alumni will 
tell their personal stories. 

You will arrive at the end of the dinner program. As you are introduced by Ms. Kr~er, Zavia 
Warren, a 12 year old adopted girl, will present to you a JCCA certificate honoring your ' 
continued commitmentto the welfare of children. This event is Qot a fundraiser and the audience 
will consist of JCCA trustees, their guests, executive staff, city officials and as many as 20 recent 
and historic alumni. ' 

. III. P ARTICIP ANTS 

Speaking Program 

- Joyce Kramer, President of the Board ofTrustees of the JCCA 

-,The First Lady 


IV. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

- Joyce Kramer, President of the JCCA, announces you into the room. 
- Ms. Kramer makes very brief introductory remarks. 
- Zavia Warren, a 12 year old adopted girl, presents you with a certificate of honor. 
- You will m~e remarks and close the program. 

V. PRESS PLAN 



8 Open Press. 

VI. REMARKS 

8 Talking Points Attached..- l(LJ hi ) 

VII. ATTACHMENTS 

- Meet and Greet List 
8 Bios of Stephen Sokoloff and Alan Tishman, event honorees 
8 New York Times story on the JCCA 



FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
TALKING POINTS FOR JEWISH CHILD CARE ASSOCIATION EVENT 

NEW YORK, NY ' 
April 19, 1999 

• 	 Acknowledgmlmts: Joyce Kramer, JCCA President; Peter Vallone, New York City 
Council President; Paul Gitelson, JCCA Executive Vice President; Stephen Sokoloff, 
Event Honoree; Alan Tishman, Event Honoree; Judith Stem Peck, United Jewish Appeal 
Board Chair; Stephen Solender, United Jewish Appeal Executive Vice President; Arthur 
Maslow, Event Chair; Barbara Maru1; Event Chair; Art Buchwald, writer and humorist. 

• 	 I am delighted to join you here tonight to celebrate the 175th anniversary of this pioneer 
, child welfare organization. 	It is humbling to speak before an organization that has served 
the needs ofchildren and families in New York for so many years. It is also a great honor 
to be in the presence of Jewish Child Care Association alumni of all ages. These men and 
women are living proof that with the care, attention, love and dedication provided by 
organizations like the JCCA, all children can grow to reach their full potential. , 

• 	 JCCA's history not only parallels the history of child welfare in America, it ~ the history 
of child welfare in America. In the 1820's, the jCCA's parent organizations provided 
private, sectarian services fot New York's needy Jewish population, and over time, the 
JCCA has worked to meet the needs of the larger community, caring for children and 
supporting families through child care, foster care and adoption programs. 

• 	 Today, the JCCA is a comprehensive child and family service agency with a wide array 
ofnon-sectarian, publicly funded program~ for the community at large, as well as 
programs specifically for the Jewish community. With philanthropic assistance, the 
JCCA has developed a superb record of strengthening families and finding permanent 
homes for children in foster care. 

, 	 , 

• 	 The ideology that fueled the Jewish ~ommunity's response to its most destitute 175 years 
, ago went beyond simply reacting to a visible need. 	It was the manifestation of ~ belief 

system and moral code that requires all to actively seek out the needy and serve them. In 
Judaism, the very notion of Tzedakah [TZEH-DAH-KUH] -- good will and philanthropy 
-- is linked linguistically and morally to the concept ofjustice or Tzedek [TZEH-DEK] in 
the doctrine of the Bible. 

• 	 Those ofus who care about the well-being of our nation's children have a lot to be proud 
ofright now. Under the President's leadership, we provided a tax credit for families who 
adopt and we've worked to eliminate discrimination and delays in adoption b~sed on race 
and ethnicity. And in 1997, the President signed into law the Adoption and Safe Families 
Act --a landmark piece of legislation that holds out the promise that we can make the 
foster care system work better for the children it serves, and secure permanent placements 
for children across our country. 



But, ofcourse, achieving the President'~ goal ofdoubling the nmnber of adoptions by the 
year 2002 will take all of our help. That is why organizations like this one are so 
important. The JCCA works to see that all children have permanent homes -- with their 
families when that is possible, and through adoption when it is not. Because of its tireless 
efforts, the JCCA boasts an adoption record that exceeds New York City's goals for 
moving children from foster care to permanent homes. 

• 	 . A famou~ly ambiguous passage in the Bible says "Tzedakah [TZEH-DAH-KUH] will. 
save from death," perhaps meaning'that charity and giving will save thelives·ofpeople in 
need, as well as prolong and enrich the lives ofthegi:vers~' . 

The traditions ofservice and good will are obviously sacred to the JCCA, and I- thank you 
for allyou have done to enrich our society . .I wish you cOntinued success, and strength 
for another 175 years and beyond. Thank you. /,'. 

" . 



JEWISH CHILD CARE ASSOCIATION 175th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

April 19, 1999 


, New York, N.Y. 


Meet and Greet List 

Barbara Mann, 175th Anniversary Event Chair, and Robert Mann 

Arthur Maslow, 175th Anniversary Event Chair, and Carol Maslow 


r
Joyce Kramer, JCCA President of the Board ofTrustees 

Irwin Goldberg and Alice Goldberg . 
 I 

Paul Gitelson, JCCA Executive Vice President, and Aileen Gitelson ' 
Stephen Sokoloff, Event Honoree and Helena Sokoloff' 

, Alan Tishman, Event Honoree, and Peggy Tishman 
Elinor GuggeJiheimer ' 
Jane Barowitz 
Stanley Barshay, JCCA Alum 
Rep. Carolyn Maloney - T 
Sen. Charles Schumer - T 



~~tDfF i
! 
! 

Fen: Stephen Sokolort: JOONs presidet; frcim 1992-:1994, .se~ on 
the ~wu a falnily ~' ~ 

41ly fatht:r Ralph was a longtime trQstee, and I gfew up knowing \ 
about the agen~r reeal1s,Mr. Sokoloft who wu raisedlln Bl'OOkbn and , 
attended the Univ~ of North Carolina. at Ch:a:pel J:fffi,before enlist­
.ing in the U.s.. Army in 1945. He vividly :remembers tite 'day his father 

i 
I', 

invited him to '~ and take a look.' aI always felt i~was a privilege, 
:not an ob~ to be asked to join the Board and I ~ ,tell you I was l 
very honored!' I I 

Overthe past thirty Y;ean1, :Mr Sokolatrs quiet lead~ip has involved \, 
him in lD3JlY aspe:ct3 ofJCCRs operations. His finan~ background at 
Schtoeder &; Company :made bi:m a logical choice to h~ the agenq's \ 
investment committee, which he led for lI:IaDY years. ~e also .served on ' 
the Board of ~ of. the Mt. p~ Cottage School Union Free \ 
School Distrid-. and took a l~ role in the long-~planning efl'ort ! 
in the late 1980& thathelped define JCCA!s fablre ~I, 

, ~ve de1.i:nite1y hu a hiBtorie interest and ~t to JCCA. 
You cowd almost say '$ke fathel; like'sort," agrees ~Maslow, co-­
cl\.airafthe 1?5tb ADnivusary Celebration, who's kno~ the honoree far 
almost sixty years ad ha& served with him on the JOOA Board for the 

, past decade.. "Steve has '*m 3 verj efied:i'Ve leaderh~se of his abil­
ity to get ~ to work together.." '_ ~ , 


Mi: Sokoloff, who lives principally in Scarsdale 'With )lis wife Helena, 

also bas been involved with the Ackenmm InStituteand WJA-Federation, 

but describes JCCA sa ":tti! ~OZle <;omm.itment." ~ 


I 

"This is all agency that has played a l'm.jor role in the lives ofso many, 

m;my qf our cltYs cbiJdren and families.. JOCA has ~ays strived' for 

exeell~ee in :all its Pl~ and I a:rn very proud to ha~e been a part of 

this effort.n 




I 

. JEWISH CHILUCA £ ASSOCU~.T'O" 

...... .. ....~*.: ••":'.- ........-.-•. - ..........._ .. \. ~. . .-.. 


.Alan V. Tishman remen:)bers very well how he agreed to he:oo~~ a t 

JOOA~ ~ i 
"lrvblg Felt had to step down:alld he asked ~ ifI could came on~ i 

to help 0Ilt. I 'sappose they needed a li1i3e M1 em:at.e expertise,D ~ ! 
rec:aIls Me 'lishma:n more than thirty y~ later. j 1 

Over the iute~ening ya.rs, that expertise :has been inv.ah:Jable as ~ 
Tislunan, Presidentof'l'lshm3n :tb'Da~ and LeasingCorpozation, ~. 
helpeil the ~cywith a variety of:real estate~. including the ~ 
uits firstheadquart.ers bnildingon ~Avt;~ i 

IIAlan Tishman has been a stable and v.a1ned. me~r <If the Bos:rdlfor, 
lDaDy yeaxa, tak:iDg a detailed interest in 0tJr real e.state opetatiohs. !He 

\ enabled the agency to acc:olnplish a gl'eat deal-his advice and gui~ 
,. .. were reaUyin~le,:a.recallsfor.merpreSident Howard B~ ,ho'
I .worked with the honoree 011 the sale of the Ya~Oll Avenue site ~d 
I . the subsequent moves to Lexington Avezme and Wall Street. ~ 

I A lifelong NeW Yorker, Mr. Ti&llman .attended Dartmouth College ~d 

! ~en served in the U.s. 'Navy as a Lieutenant ComtJ'Qllder during W~ 


War II. In addition toJee.!, he has served on the boards ofMotmtsinai 
• I 

MeOic:al ~ UJA F~ and the M1lSeUlIl of Natm:1Jl Hist?ry. 
lte and his wif'e Peggy hOW divide their time between ~~d 
Pu:rchase. . : 

I 

Rl'his is an agency t.tw, has provided an incredible service to the dw­
dren and .faJniIieS of<RU' city, and it has been an honor to be associdt.ed 

. I 

with such a talented and dedicated staf(," says ~ '!ishman. UlCOA ~ 
an·import.a.nt role to play in the ~g antll:ry.Jt 

• 

http:antll:ry.Jt
http:an�import.a.nt
http:associdt.ed


After a Troubled Start, aTeen-i,\ger G~ts a Nudge ToW"&d:£(\)J.l~ge
l . . ".' . .' . . . .' . . '. ~ ., '. . . '. '_. '-r". . . _ • -.. ,1, :"; . 

By MATTHEWJ. ROSENBERG' " ' ' , ' ,against the :,rilles: He sald he often 
when Nigem D.; a' college fresh- Previously,recorded $2,~5:i,313.37 ' .". ' 'found, hlmseUplaced on restriction 

man thinks about the kind of life he Recorded yesterday $259,646.49 HOW TO HELP .~: in effect; grounded - during the 
! " ," b . '. meager dally :recreation time, the 

coul~ be leading, he remem ers hIs, Total : $3,211,95~.86 Ch ck 'bl t'Th N' F£DERATIONOFPROTtSTANT .' 'resld nts were all tted. ' ,"friend Burnell The last time, be e s paya e 0 e ew , ' e " , 0 
h '~(f bo h" B ' llinjall' York Times 'Neediest Cases Fund WELFAREAGENCIES281ParkAve- ,,"Igottlredorg~ttingintrouble," 
ear a ut /:;" urne ~as " should be sentto POBox 5193 ' nue South, New York, N.Y. 10010; . Nigem· said~~1 realized that If I 
on~e~~:tOat t~gpk!!~~~~Res- age. Nigem said. " General Post Offic~, New York, UJA-F'EDERAnON OF NEW YORK. : ' ,':.didn:t get v:ttlliheirJlystem. I'd even~ 
id ittialTreatment Center in West- ' "He was ail straight and up~ght at ' N.Y.1008~. or any of these Church Street Station, P.O. Box . ,tuallybe kicked outand end up back 

e ; , ,chester' County;' Pleasantville." he ~alJed. ',",But Organizations:, 4100, New York. N.Y. 10261-4100.. ',in my old ll~e.But then: were .~lngs 
,~ 'N.Y.,' when both' once he w~s back in the city. he BROOKLYN BUREAU OF COMMUNI- ' . ': ,.there I didn t want to give up.
'i~were 14. The had' started buymg marijuana.with his .TYSERVICE285 Schermerhorn No agents or sollcltors are , ,," Basketballytas-oneofthem.Play­

: d~' 'be t th Y b ' ,allowance and hanging With, gang- Street. Brooklyn. N.Y. 11217. ~ authorized to seek c~ntrlbutions, ',' ing on the team, at the treatment 
Nee lest, .'... en seAn ine~ y stertypes in the neighbOrhood." " " ': for The New'York Times Neediest ,center heJpe!ib1m f6cushiSenergles .' Ie· ·.......e' dm Istra~ , " .'. CATHOUCCHARITIESOFTHEARCIf. C' F d"',,' ' , . in 'I'ti ,,' d' ',' ti' ";'h' aid" T ' 
·ases " " tio for Children'S' Nigem did not follow th~t path. He . DIOCESE OF NEW YORK 1011 First ases un •.,· ,.j ,: , .~: ' a pos ve . ~(>n, e s ' .. 0­

";~:.:se~ces - New' unI ····Avenue.N:eWYork.N.Y.10022. ',:}od,naYth··;he,ete,l:Oam'sed hlsexperiehnces "at dPleas!lJ1tht- . ·.The.Timespays·thefund·s" .ntinat~~.e',·tsO,ta·Ptle·~uYnJlSlv'e'arsguityarodf
" " '., ' 'v e. two 'group omes an 'a you . .. '," .. , " " Jl" Ib I " .' ~l, " • 

, . York City s child reSidence to,.escape,'the . world of 'CATHOUCCHARITIES,DIOCESEOF ", expenses. soa contr ut ons go <,Ne\V,Yor~'at OJdWestbury, where he 
v.:eIrare agency - after c~USingdis- ... drugs ahdViolence thafhlSpatents BROOKLYNANDQUEENS '., . .,,,: tUrectlyto the charities, which, ,'. justcomple~eij hl.$Ju-st semester. 
clplinary.problems while in foster . inhabited." .. ' .' ~ <. . . .. "'191 Joralemon Street, Brooklyn, . use them to provide services and ',·.,tasfMar~:Nliem mOVed to the 
care; After a year at Pleasan!"ilIe •.. , All those·temporary'bo~es'.for',. N.Y. p~OL ' cash assJst~ceto th~ poor. Youth Residence Center ~n ',the Up­
th~y"moved of! to a group hC!me m the teen-agers with troubJed i~ back.' CHILDREN'S AID SOCIETY 105 East C.ontrlbutions to the fund are .. per. East Side of Manhattan. Nigem 
Mldwood section of Brooklyn. grounds are run by the Jewish Child '22d Street New York N.Y. 10010. deductible on Federal. state and credits·the. atmosphere there with 

"That pla~e:was;, p~obably the, Care Association, an affiliate of.the .' ,,' . city income taxes to the extent helping him' resist the tempuitions to 
nicest place I d hved. Nigem. who is UJA-Federation of New Yor.k. one of , COMMUNITY SERVICE SOCIETY OF permitted by Jaw. " drink and use,drugs when he Is out on 
now"18 said of the group home, "The th' I al charit" rt'ed NEW YORK 105 East 22dStreet, his own. ' , . . . '~' . e·seven oc les suppo N Y k NY 100 0 . 'Ii d I {I'
furniture, the floors. the beds. ,the by The New, York'Times Neediest .' ew .or. .. 1. 0 e ay may mean to orget. The center is meant to give yoting 
food.- It was all beautlfuJ." ,,. . Cases Fund. adUlts, 'ageSl~ to 21, a. taste'of. the 
,F~rNig~m,~~ocametotheatten- NIgem'sstory Is a familiar one at " . .", freedom tbeywill know as adults•. 

tlonof Children ,s: Services ,after his the group homes and residential cen- ,ship foster care. But Nigem's aunt. cousins, " said Richard Johnson, .its director. 
mother left him home alone without: ters. He does' not remember who lived in a tiny two-bedroom apart- ' By the time Nlgem turned 14, his The residents' are allowed to come 
food'or electrl~lty at age 7. moving to . found him in the dark apartment. ment in the Brownsville section of aunt had lost control of him. and she 'and go as they please as long as they 
the Pleasantville center was,a tul1l~ 'near Yankee Stadium when heiNas 7. Brooklyn and had three children of contacted Chndren's Services. 'are drug-free !lJ1d employed or in 
Ing.point. After an initial period'of But, he does know that his mother" her own. In 1990, two. more cousins . When Nigem amved at Pleasant· school 
rebelJion.hedecided that he would be who was addicted to crack': cocaine. moved in after another aunt began ville, he hated it: ~e strict curfews "The main goal of al1 of our cen­
betteroff,1f he behaved, and he con-· had a history of neglecting him. And" using drugs. .,.' . and a daily routine that was' ,ters and group homes. is to teach the 
tinued . in that' mind-set after he, he knows that his father had been in Nigem said the ,situation made It crammed from .the time he woke up kids how to move on in life." Mr. 
mov!!d to the group home. and out: of' jail since Nigem was 4 easy ,for hiinto hang oullate into the until he' went to bed,. with chores. . Johnson said. "Unfortunately, we 

But Burnell drifted back into the months old. 'night with, friends drinking and us~ counseling and' classes:, He talked . only have the money to help a small 
life c:i,f crime and drugs that they had . Nigem was, sent to live with his ing drugs. He also developed Ii via- back to the staff and on occasion was percentage of those who need help, 
both'bei~ exposed to froml.~ early \ aunt in ,~~ arrangement caUec:t kin- lent temper and had fights with his caught in the girl~·rooms. which was like Nigem did.", . - ' 

c...-.­Thy- tJew·'1t1k L~c.J,1f!1."'04 11'11' 

http:3,211,95~.86
http:259,646.49
http:2,~5:i,313.37
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Jewish Child Care Association • 120 Wall Street • NYC, NY 10005 - 212 425 3333 -Fax 212 425 9397 
, , 

To Ruby Shamir 
From Jane Barowitz 

As requested re JCCA's 175th Anniversary Celebration AprlI19,1999. 

Greet list-under separate cover 

People to be acknowledged also under separate cover 

Program: 

Barbara Mann and Arthur Mas]ow will welcome guests and speak of 
their personal connections to the agency-volunt~, family members 
on board 

Joyce Kramer will talk about the agency's mission, history and ' 
connections with public and philanthropic organizations. 

Paul GiteIson, DSW, Executive Vice PreSident will describe JCCA's 
programs (in very broad strokes). 

Peter Vallone, Speaker, New York Oty Council. applauds JCCA's long 
history, fine programs and highlights the need for public fimding for 
children and families. 

The Alumni Program consists of Helena Sokoloff~ wife of one of the 
honorees, reading snippets of histortcal documents and orphan registers 
followed by three former .foster children telling their stories. 

Charissa Vega, Latina, age 22 (?) Pleasantville Cottage School-'1987­
96, independent living apartment, now has job, car own apartment, is 
on her way. Is also seen in the JCCA video. 

o 
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Jewish Child Care Association • 120 Wall Street • NYC, NY 10005 • 2124253338 • Fax 212 425 9397 

Rick Bullard, black age 27, JCCA group home, college grad, now 
working as computer consultant will get married this summer. 

Alan Blankstein, white, age 39, Ja;A foster home, later, JCCA group 
home. Abusive family, struggled through schooL Founded national 
program to; reach out to youth at tisk.-will conclude talk by asking 
"'foster care 'siblingS' to rise. 

Tributes to Honorees sent previously. They will speak briefly and 
personally. 

The First Lady will be the final sf)Eaker. HRC will be introduced by 
Joyce Kramer, President of JCCA's Board Ms. Kramer is an attorney 
working in the corporate world. 91e is the mother of a 3-year old, Sam. 
Ms Kramer is committed to Ja::J:\5 dual mission of providing services to 
the community at large as well as programs aimed at enhancing Jewish 
continuity.. 
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Jewish Child Care Association -120 Wall Street- NYC, NY 10005 - 2124253333 • Fax 212 425 9397 
, ' 

Ruby Shamir 
from Jane Barowitz . 

Jewish Child Care Association's income is derived from the following 
sources: 

In broad strokes-
Our annual budget is $40 million, of this l00t6 is from philanthropic 
sotn'CeS, mostly JOCA's own r€SOurces built up over 175 years. 1be 
remainder comes from foundations, indiViduals and organizations 
including UJA-Federation and the Uruted Way_ 

FUnds for foster care, by far the largest portion of our budget, are a mix 
of federal-5Q% and State and City dollars-25% each. 

To draw down federal funds for foster care and adoption, cities and 
states must meet standards mandated by the federal government. ASFA 
is an example of this. States 

, 

must have 
' 

ASFA l~lation in place to get 
the federal funds passed to localities and ultimately agencies such as ours 
to provide foster care and adoption services. lbe role of the federal 
government in aSsuring responsible policies and programs is extremely 
important. 



JEWISH CHILD CARE ASSOCIATION 
175tb Anniversary Celebration 

MEET AND GREET LIST 

Barbara Mann & Robert MaIUl 

Arthur & Carol Maslow . 

Joyce Kramer 

Irwin & Alice Goldberg 

Paul & Aileen Gitelson 

Stephen & Helena Sokoloff 

Alan & Peggy Tishman 

Elinor Guggenheuner 

Jane Barowitz . 

Stanley Barshay 


~ 
LIST OF PEOPLE TO BE ACKNOWLEDGED 

Joyce Kramer 
J Peter Vallone 

Paul Gitelsoll 
Stephen Sokoloff 
Alan V. Tishman 
Judith Stern Peck. 
Stephen Solender 
Barbara B. Mann 
Arthur Maslow 
Art Buchwald 

818<:;1;70'01 



Program information: . 

Rabbi Laurence A. Kotok - fonner .Assistant Secretary ofJCCA's Board ofTrustees and 
Rabbi oflarge Reform synagogue in Rochester. NY. 

Barbara B. Mann - Chair ofthe 175111 Anniversary Celebration and JCCA Trustee. Special 
interest in residential programs. 

Arthur M3$19:w.,,~=ChaiI:,.9£..1he).15~,Anniv.ersary,Cele~~ion .and.Tr~as,urer ofJCCA's 
Board ofTrustees. Ali MSW social woxker and family therapist. 

Joyce L. Kramer - President of the Board ofTrustees and Celebration Vice Chair 

Hon. Peter F. Vallone - New York City Council President A consistent supporter ofchild 
welfare. . 

Paul Gitelson, DSW - Executive Vice President ofJCCA 

Helena Sokoloff - Wife ofHonoree Stephen Sokoloff and Celebration's Entertainment 
Co~r' ' 

Charissa Vega, Rick Bullardand Alan Blankstein - JCCA alumni (at one time in JCCA's 
. care) telling their stories. 

Stephen Sokoloff & Alan V: Tishman - Honorees (see attached). 

8t8~'f70' 01 ' 
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Jewish Child Care Association • 120 Wall Street • NYC, NY 10005 • 212425 3383 • Fax 212 425 9397 

Pu 1d' S ~Il Ill: rz 


1he JCCA event is a celebration of our 17Sth anniversary.'The evening 
is conceived of as "friendraiser" rather than a fundraiser. 

The audience will'consist of JCCA Trustees, their guests, executive staff, 
city officials AND what makes is a unique evening, perhaps as many as 
20 alumni, recent, and historic. 

The program will consist of readings describing the orphanage history, 
and three recent alumni telling their stories (15 minutes total). 

There ~ll be a cocktail reception from 6:30 to 7, sitdown dinrier, 
music-no dancing. Small exhibit of archival photos. 
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Jewish Child Care Association' 

120 Wall Street New York NY 10005 

An Introduction-
Jewish Ollid CaTe Ac;sociation is a comprehensive child and family setVice 
agency. Most of otrr programs are non-sectarian and publicly funded, notably 
foster home care, residential treatment centers and preventive services. 
Additionally, we have programs principally for the Jewish community­
Family Day Care, (which operates largely within the immigrant Ru.ssian 
community), Group Day Care and independent'adoption. We serve about 
9,000 children and family members annually. On a given day, the number of 
children in our care is about 1300. 

Jewish Olild Care Association supplements the public funding with 
philanthropic dollars amounting to about 6.5% of the agency's annual budget. 
With this JCCA is able to: ' 
~., Exceed the adoption standard promulgated by New York Qty. 
---. 	Work in genuine partnerships with families to help separated 

families reunite.quickly and safely when possible. (lCfJlo of children in' 
foster care return to families.) 

• 	 Ftmd practice-~sed research and quality assurance programs so 
that we can learn more about what works and why. 

• 	 Devise innovative programs including our group foster homes for 
large sibling groups . .r. Develop a "skills directecr independent living program for all . 
dlildren older than seven who are in foster care. 

~. JCCA's medical departmen~ keenly aware of the issues raised at the 
White House Infant BJain Conference, works with staff and 
families to incr~ the functioning of infants at risk. 

A few more facts... JCCA was founded as the HebreW Benevolent &:>ciety in 

1822. It has been non-sectarian sinCe the 1960's. In the late nineteenth. and 


. early twentieth century JcrA's predecessolS operated giant orphanages, but 
even then, only a minority of the children were actually orphans. Our 
Westchester campus was opened in 1912 offering cottage living as an 
alternative to the orphanages. Even today, older alumni argue fiercely about 
the merits of foster homes versus institutions. Please see the Directory of 
Services for more about om programs. 
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BUT, even back then most orphans were not orp~ they had families, 
but the families could not take care of them. 

Programs to support families so children could stay home were 
established including outpatient clinics and, in the 194Os, the first Family 
Day Care program in NY State. 

Today, JCCA works to see that every child has a permanent home­
usually with his or her own family-and when that is not possible, with a 

, new family through adoption. We have regularly exceeded the aty~s 
adoption goal for placing foster children with adoptive families. 

Our comm~tment is to work collaboratively with families so that they 
can build on their strengths and keep their children safe and at home. 

JCCA is proud of: 
• 	 its highly professional, weIl-trcrlned staff: 
• 	 its superb recorrl of helping families reunite; 
• 	 its ability to move children quickly toward adoption when that is the' 

decision 
• 	 JCCA has programs for the community. at large, as well as programs 

specifically for the Jewish community. 
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Talking Points for JCCA's 175th Anniversary Celebration 

April ~9, 1999 


JCCA is committed to the Jewish tradition of Tikkun Olam, the 
obligation of every person to "repair the world" offering help to people 
who need it-90th Jews ,and non-Jews. .­

lbere Will be JCCA altunni at the event,' among them: a former foster 
child-a young Haitian immigrant woman-who just graduated from 
Harvard Medical School; men and women in their 80s-a fonner 
burlesque queen, an attorney, etc.: a young man who turned 21 just a 
few days ago and "aged out." 

JCCA's story is the history of child welfare. 

JCCA's histoty of caring for children is older than the Oty of New York 
(175 years compared to 100) . 

1820's Hebrew Benevolent Society established to provide services for 
poor Jewish people-widows; veterans and children included as part of 
the undifferentiated "needy." 

Slowly, people came to realize that children need Special attention. 
Jcc,A's first orphanages were established in the 1860's. 

They were huge institutions-Brooklyn Hebrew Orphan Asylum housed . 
1200 children, Hebrew Sheltering Guardian Society had 1000. Olildren . 
slept in dormitories-' 100 beds in rows. 

Early 1900s-realization that a more homelike environment was better 
for kids. Pleasantville Cottage School was built in the country to replace 
a giant orphanage. 

By 1920, children were being placed in foster homes as a more "normal" 
. environment than even the best institution. 
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JCCA is a comprehensive child and family service 
agency_ Its programs and facilities care for people 
of all religions, races and ethnic backgrounds 
throughout New York City and in Westchester. 

Stephen Sokoloff, President 
Paul Gitelson, DSW, Executive Vice President 

Ira Kaufman, CSW, Director 
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The United Way of New York City~ 

Jewish Child Care Association of New York 
Serving children and families since 1822 


575 Lexington Avenue, New York, NY 10022. 2123711313 




Foster home care 
Foster home care provides a temporary living 
arrangement for children and adolescents ages 
birth to 21 who must live apart from their 
parents. Children are cared for in the home of a 
certified foster family while the families and 
agency staff work collaboratively to return the 
children home or plan for adoption. 

JCCA's programs 
Children in foster home care with JCCA live 
either with members of their extended families in 
kinship foster care or with unrelated families or 
individuals in family foster care. Kinship 
resources are explored first as the foster home 
placement of choice. When children are placed 
with unrelated families. JCCA matches children's 
cultural and ethnic heritage with those of the 
foster family. Foster homes are safe, nurturing 
environments for children whose families are 
working with agency staff to create permanent 
h~mes for the future. 

What JCCA provides 
Together with their social worker, children and 
families develop a permanency plan. Working with 
a team that includes the foster parents and agency 
professional staff, this partnership focuses on 
children's social, medical. academic and emotional 
well-being. Medical services for all children in 
foster care are covered by Medicaid. JCCA's 
medical department provides care at the main 
office clinic or monitors care in other medical 
settings. Psychiatric and psychological staff 
consult with families about children's develop­
mental and emotional needs. 

How children are placed 
in foster homes 
New York City's Child Welfare Administration 
makes all foster care placements. Voluntary 
placements are made at the request of a parent 
seeking help, either through JCCA or CWA. Other 
placements are court-ordered. 

Finances and regulations 
Foster parents, whether kinship or unrelated to 
the child, receive state determined board rates 
based on the age and needs of the child or 
children they are caring for. The agency, parents 
and foster family work within a complex array of 
systems--the courts, New York City Child Welfare 
Administration, Board of Education and New York 
State Department of. Social Services. Foster 
children aged 12 and older participate in JCCA's 
Independent Living Skills Resource Center. An 
individualized program is designed to help young 
people develop the practical skills they will need 
as adults. 

Group foster homes 
In addition to private family foster homes, JCCA 
has two group foster homes. These are in 
houses owned by the agency and occupied by 
foster parent couples who each care for a group 
of six to eight boys and girls, aged 10-21. The 
children attend community schools. Sibling 
groups of "two or three children may often 
remain together through placement in these 
homes. 

How people become foster parents 
Potential foster parents are certified following a 
homestudy. Single and married people, 
regardless of sexual orientation, with or without 
children, may .be "foster parents. JCCA foster 
parents live in all New York City boroughs and 
nearby suburbs. 

Therapeutic foster boarding homes 
This program offers specialized care to 24 very 
troubled children who have the potential to 
function within a family unit in the community. 
Many of these children have experienced 
multiple foster care placements or have returned 
from residential treatment. Foster parents 
receive substantial additional training and 
support. 



JCCA's Forest Hills Child Care Center 

supports and reinforces Jewish 


family life and education through 

an innovative day care program 

for children ages 2 through 6. 


The center works with children 

in the context of their families. 

Parent-teacher conferences and 

parent partnership gatherings 


are regularly planned 

throughout theyear. 


President, Irwin U. Goldberg Jewish Child Care Associati,on 
Executive Vice President, Paul Gitelson, DSW 

JCCA and its Forest Hills Child Care Center are forest hills 
beneficiaries of UJA·Federation of New York. 

child care 

center 


A licensed child care center providing 
stimulating and nurturing Jewish day 

care for children ages 2 through 6 

Jewish Child Care Association is a licensed 108-05 68th Roadagency offering comprehensive child and JewiBh Child Care Association of New York 
family services. JCCA's programs and Serving children and families since 1822 Forest Hills, NY 11375 
facilities serve people of all religions, races 575 Lexington Avenue, New York, NY 10022 718-263-5730 
and ethnic backgrounds. 212-371-1313 



JCCA's Forest Hills Child Care Center 
offers children ages 2 through 6 years 
the continuity of a safe and nurturing 
Jewish setting. The preschool years are a 
period of enormous growth and 
development. Young children are eager 
and avid learners,' and their natural 
curiosity leads them to absorb the 
richness of their environment. Carefully 
planned programs emphasize Jewish 
culture and traditions, social 
development and play. Individualized 
care in a stimulating atmosphere with 
a trained teaching staff makes it 
possible for each child to receive the 
skilled attention that is so vital in the 
early years. 

. JCCA's Forest Hills Child Care Center 
is open 12 months a year, Monday­
Friday, 7:30 am - 6 pm. 

. _$:<:.holarships are available to qualified 
families. 

The Program 

• 	 Exciting early childhood curriculum. 
• 	 Celebrating and learning about 

Jewish holidays and' traditions. 
• 	 Balance of structured activities 

and free play. 
• 	 Exploring art, music and literature. 
• 	 Delicious, healthy Kosher meals 

and snacks. 
• 	 Warm and caring licensed teachers. 
• 	 Modern playground. 

Delicious, well-balanced Kosher meals 
are prepared daily on the premises by a 
staff cook. Breakfast, lunch and two 
snacks are served. 

JCCA's Forest Hills Child Care 
Center's program is designed to help 
children grow and flourish in many 
different ways. Cognitive growth is 
encouraged by a rich, exciting 
environment through which children 
begin to comprehend the elements of 
their world. Jewish culture, traditions 
and religious values are taught through 
the celebration of holidays, storytelling 
and discussion. Social skills are 
enhanced by group play and sharing 
which characterize each child's 
interaction with other children and 
adults in the center. Physical 
development is promoted through 
daily indoor and outdoor play. 

For information, please contact: 

Shari Graham, M.S. Ed., Director 
Forest Hills Child Care Center 
108-0568th Road 
Forest Hills, New York 11375 
718-263-5730 



,-' " . 
., 

, ~; .. 
.., 

Jewish Child Care Association. 120 Wall Street. NYC, NY 10005. 212 425 3333 • Fax 212 425 9397 

" Jluk ­

~Jvo ~JorJ 

?" l"vh ~. fBIlNJ -- ~S 
f\ I I

vJ ott:· 

) 



He,wseE'M*e , . .. 

Clinton Presidential Records 

Digital Records Marker 


This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative 
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff. 

This marker identifies the place of a publication. 

_Ed @_'.+****U*.. 	 ; .teteWi_Mei.,S*H·'d....4*••8' 

Publications have not been scanned in their entirety for the purpose 
of digitization. To see the full publication please search online or 

visit the Clinton Presidential Libr~ry's Research Room .. 

r 

pH 	 & HI 



JCCA 

STANDARDS AND 


PRACTICE 

MANUAL 

(The "Green Guide") 

Foster Home and Residential Programs 

Developed by the Continuous 
Quality Improvement Process 

. (CQIP) Corrimittee 
ReVised 1997·1998 

Copyright pending 

Jewish Child Care Association of New York· 120 Wall Street, 
New York, NY 10005 
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Pleasantville Cottage School 
serves emotionally disturbed 


children who need care 

in a total therapeutic environment. 


Children must have an IQ of 80 or higher 

and be able to live in an open setting. 


The population includes children 

of all racial. religious and ethnic backgrounds. 


Applications are accepted 

from local departments of social services. 

courts, hospitals. probation departments. 


mental health facilities. 

committees for special education 


and other social agencies. 


The PleasantviUe Cottage SChool 

serves 197 children. 


Admission age: 7 to 15. 
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P1easantviUe Cottage School 

t 
~ 

P.O. Box 237, Route 141 - Broadway 
Pleasantville, New York 10570 
9147690164 
Denis Gufarotti, CSW, Director 
John Stadler, MD, Clinical Director 

Patricia Clark, CSW 
Coordinator of Intake and Admissions 
9i4 7414507 

Jewish Child Care Association is a compre­
j hensive child and family service agency. JCCA's/, 

programs and .facilities care for 'people of all religions. 
1 races and ethnic backgrounds throughout New York 
I. 

City and in Westchester. 

Stephen Sokoloff, President 
Paul Gitelson, DSW, Executive Vice President 

£ 
UJA-Federatlon of New York 
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0 The United Way of New York City 
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Council on Accreditation 

American Associatlon of Children's Residential Centers 

Jewish Child Care Association of New York 
Serving children and families sioc:e 1822 

575 Lexington Avenue. New York. NY 10022·2123711313 
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Over 80 years 

of residential treatment 


for children with emotional problems 


Pleasantville Cottage School 
P.o. Box 237. 1075 Broadway 


PleasantviUe. New York 10570 • 914 769 0164 




PleasantviUe Cottage School, with 
over 80 years of experience, is innovative and 
flexible in its approach to moderately and 
seriously emotionally disturbed children. PCS 
maintains a total treatment milieu which 
provides residents with structure, a protected 
environment and extensive clinical services. 

While at Pleasantville, children are helped to 
improve relationships with family, other adults 
and peers. Conflicts which hinder personal and 
family functioning and educational and 
vocational achievement are addressed by an 
interdisciplinary staff of qualified and 
experienced professionals. The primary goal is 
to return children to their families or guardians 
as soon as possible. 

J 

CUnical Services 
Treatment starts with a clinical assessment which 
forms the basis for each resident's day-to-day care. 
After the assessment, a treatment plan is developed 
which includes specific goals and the best ways to 
achieve them. Family or group psychotherapy, 
behavior modification, pharmacotherapy, milieu 
therapy, special education or a combination of 
these modalities are used in conjunction with 
weekly individual therapy sessions. 

Group Living 
Children live in cottages of 12 to 15 boys or girls. 
They benefit from the structure of daily school and 
cottage routines and the responsibilities of group 
living. A campus employment program, cultural 
awareness groups and independent living skills 
program are important activities at PCS. All 
children are prOvided with medical and dental care 
and have the opportunity to participate in religiOUS 
services of their faith. 

Intensive Services Cottages 

This innovative program was developed for more 
seriously disturbed and vulnerable children who 
need a very highly supervised, self-contained living 
environment with intensive psychotherapeutic 
intervention. The cottages provide a sheltered 
environment in which children, many of whom are 
referred by psychiatric hospitals, can begin to learn 
appropriate functioning. 

Educational Services 

Designed specifically for children whose emotional 
or neurological problems have impeded learning, 
the Mount Pleasant Cottage School, located on the 
PCS grounds, provides a year-round educational 
and remedial program. It is a public school under 
the regulations of the NYS Education Department, 
staffed by teachers trained in special education. 
Class size is limited to 10 children. 

During July and August, the school operates a 
remedial education program. Special tutoring and 
evening study hours in the cottages are part of the 
program. High school age residents able to 
furiction in a community setting can attend the 
local high school. Others receive off-campus 
vocational instruction from the Board of 
Cooperative Educational Services of Westchester 
County. 

Recreational Program 

As part of the total therapeutic milieu, children 
participate in recreational activities, including 
sports and special interest groups. The recreational 
program is individualized according to the needs of 
the residents. 

Beyond PleasantviUe 

Aftercare services are provided to children and 
their families by Pleasantville social workers, 
JCCA's Aftercare Division, preventive services 
units and outpatient psychiatric clinics as well as . 
other community facilities. Children no longer in 
need of Pleasantville's intensive services, but 
unable to return home, may be placed in JCCA 
community-based facilities or in adoptive homes. 

Other Services 

Pleasantville Child Guidance Center 
This licensed outpatient treatment program for 
Westchester children (ages 3-21) and their 
families offers diagnosis, treatment planning, 
individual, group and family therapy, and an 
aftercare program for youngsters following out­
of-home placement. The program includes 
social work, psychiatriC, psychological and 
Psych9pharmacological services. Educational 
and consultation services are offered to the 
community. Fees are on a sliding scale. Medicaid 
is accepted. 

Pleasantville Diagnostic Center 
This residential facility offers 23 boys, ages 7-14, 
referred by the Family Court and New York City 
Child Welfare Administration, compre-hensive 
diagnosis, treatment and, where indicated, 
referral for placement. Children remain at PDC 
for a maximum of 90 days. 

Volunteer Services 
PCS has a large, active volunteer program. 
Volunteers function as role models and en­
courage positive attitudes toward caring adults. 
Volunteers work as Big Brothers/Big Sisters, 
cottage visitors, tutors and recreational aides. 



Jewish Child Care Association 

120 Wall Street New York NY 10005 

An ,Introduction-
Jewish Child Care Association is a comprehensive child and family service 
agency. Most of our programs are non-sectarian and publicly funded, notably 
foster home care, residential treatment centers and preventive services. 
Additionally, we have programs principally for the Jewish community­
Family Day Care, (which operates largely within the immigrant Russian 
community), Group Day Care and independent adoption. We serve about 
9,000 children and family members annually. On a given day, the number of 
children in our care is about 1300. 

Jewish Child Care Association supplements the public funding with 
philanthropic dollars amounting to about 6.5% of the agency's annual budget.' 
With this JCCA is able to: 

• 	 Exceed the adoption standard promulgated by New York City.· 
• 	 Work in genuine partnerships with families to help separated 

families reunite quickly and safely when possible. (700Al of children in 
foster care return to families.)· 

• 	 Fund practice-based research and quality assurance programs so 
that we can learn more about what works and why. 

• 	 Devise innovative programs inCluding our group foster homes for 
large sibling groups. 

• 	 Develop a "skills directed" independent living program for all· 
children older than seven who are in foster care. 

• 	 JCCA's medical department, keenly aware of the issues raised at the 
White House Infant Brain Conference, works with staff and 
families to increase the functioning of infants at· risk. 

A few more facts ... JCCA was founded as the Hebrew Benevolent Society in 
1822. It has been non-sectarian since the 1960's. In the late nineteenth and 

. early twentieth century JCCA's predecessors operated giant orphanages, but 
even then, only a. minority of the children were ?,-ctually orphans. Our . 
Westchester campus was opened in 1912 offering cottage living as an 
alternative to the orphanages; Even today, older alumni argue fiercely about 
the merits of foster homes versus institutions. Please see the Directory of 
Services for more about our programs. 
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JCCA's Annual Reception Looks Back on 

AYear of Growth and Accomplishment 


ipeaking at this year's 
'annual reception, held in 
November at the Harmonie 

Club, newly-elected Manhattan 
Borough President C. Virginia 
Fields paid tribute to JCCA's 
successful efforts to build a 
network of neighborhood-based 
services for New York's children 
and families. 

"Community-building is 
critical to New York City's 
success, and JCCA has been in 
the forefront of developing a 
range of services throughout 
the city that have made a 
critical difference," she told the 
more than one hundred JCCA trustees, public officials, 
senior staff and guests who had gathered to look back on 
the agency's 175th year of serving New Yorkers. 

Ms. Fields was introduced by Chairman of the Board 
Irwin U. Goldberg, who applauded her strong efforts over 
the years to provide programs for New York's children. 

"I've been extremely impressed with JCCA's ability to 
expand its essential-even life-saving-services to the 
city's children and families," Ms. Fields said, citing the 
big increases in child abuse reporting and the growing 
number of children who are being removed from homes 
that are deemed unsafe. 

A number of alumni families attended the reception 
following the meeting, once again taking the opportunity 
to stay in touch with a place that has played such an 

AI JCCA's annual reception. (left to right) Joyce Kromer, 
President; C. Virginia Fields. Manilattan BorouglJ President; 

Irwin U, Goldl)erg. ClJoirmon of the Board. 

important role in their lives. 
Joyce L. Kramer, who 

completed her first year as 
president of JCCA, paid tribute 
to staff for their "array of 
talent and depth of commit­
ment." Looking back, Ms. 
Kramer, who has been actively 
involved in the work of the 
agency since the mid-1980's, 
took special pride in JCCA's 
commitment to being in the 
forefront of the often difficult 
issues that involve children 
and families. 

"I am amazed at how 
many families have opened their 

. hearts and homes and in a great number of cases adopted 
the children in their care, often children with a range of 
behavioral and physical problems," Ms. Kramer said, 
saluting the families she had met at this year's annual 
foster families breakfast. "These are extraordinary people." 

As JCCA looks ahead to its 176th year, Ms. Kramer 
outlined the efforts she sees as agency priorities, as one of 
the country's oldest child care agencies looks ahead to the 
new century. Her three goals, she explained, are to keep 
existing programs as strong as possible, to strengthen the 
vital partnership between Board and staff, and to develop 
new programs to meet the needs of the Jewish community. 

"Working together, I' know we can continue to meet 
the needs of those we serve," she told her enthusiastic 
audience.. 

GITELSON RECEIVES F.E.G.S. AWARD 

JCCA Executive Vice President Paul Gitelson was presented with the 
F.E.G,S. Award at this year's annual meeting. 

Presented annually. this prestigious award is given to the Federation 
agency executive who has made an outstanding contribution to develop· 
ing programs and services within the UJMederation network. 

The award comes with a trip to anywhere the recipient chooses, 
and in the past has been presented to Misha Galperin, who helped make 
this year's presentation to Dr. Gitelson. ond Mark Handelman of NYANA. 

"I'm honored to be in such excellent compony." said Dr. Gitelson. 
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FromUzbektstan t6 Que~ns, a Quest to Be Free 

By MARTIN STOLZ 

Rebecca Inoyatov, 4, is so little'.', 
that it is still a job for her to climb up 
on the sofa, The other day, w.ith that, ' 
feat accomplished, she snuggled next "', 
to her father, her feet not even reach· 

,ing the sofa's edge, and began her 
version of the alphabet song, "Now I 
learn the ABC's, let's go learn the 

, ABC's."'" ': " 
The ,lyrics ,rep.' 

resent almost her, 
entire repertory of. " 
'EngliSh.;Although ' 
Rebecca ,was born' 
.in,Rego Park" 

"', ' , ,. ,Queens,the rest of 
het family, refugees from the former , 
Soviet. U~ion, speak Russian at ' 
home> .. '. " ,', ' ',' ", 

Rebecca's. parents, Mikhail,' and 
Tamara',arrivedinNewYork in 1994, 
with their'sons, Alex, 15: and Igor, 9, 
Mrs;lnoyatov was pregnant with Re· 
becca:'Nhen the family arrived from, 
Bukhara, a city in the Central Asian ' 
country of Uzbekistllri. The family 
was granted refugee slatus,because 
of,the persecution of Jews there. 

" Rebecca was born in 1995 and a Manhattan hotel. 
named after her paternal '.grand- Previously record~d ,$5,398,983.83 The predicament .over Rebecca?s 
mother,:",ho died 20 years earlier. 'Recorded,Monday '. 4,362.87" child care arose when another hotel 

At first, the fam'ily relied on public hired Mrs. Inoyatov as a fill-In on the 
assistance. As Rebecca's parents 'Total $5,313,346.50 cleaning'staff,calling her in as need· 
studied English and, struggled to'ed: With a salary close to her hus- ' 
feed, clothe and house their children, ' band's, it hurt to refuse offers of 
they were impatiently striving for' '.',Sta,rt'l'ng' ,f,r.om' work when the family had no one to" 
independence and the means to bet-." care for Rebecca. ' 
terprovidi:!;for their family. "" 'scra'tch, a J.ew''l's'h, "For onemonth,l,go crazy,". Mr. 

But when both parents got work Inoyatov recalled. "1 call' my broth: 
last March, they.came upon iln unex- f "1' "t" er. 1 call my friends. 1 say, 'C<inyou 
pected roadblOck. Their two salaries, ' , amI yearns 1 S stay today with my child?'" ' 
were'enough to make them ineligible' b "One time is O.K.," he continued, 
for welfare, Medicaid and free child way,step 'y step. "But you can't call all the time." 


. care, for:Rebecca. " The Jewish Child Care Association 

Because :child care cost: so much, ' phic~d Rebecca with an experienced 


Mrs. Inoyatovwas sometimes un-: 'family day-care provider and reim­
able t.o go to work and nearly lostthe Inoyatov said, ",How are you going to bursed the family for 25 percent of 

job. ' , , ' ' know about religion or Hebrew?" the child care e?{penses. which put, 


Help came from the Jewis!lChiid , But when the Inoyatovs arrived in, $640 back in the family's wi for 1998. 

Care Association, an agency affiliat-" New York,Mr. lnoyatov's welfare-With the child care arrangement, 

ed with' UJA·Federation of New to-work assignment was at a syna-' Mrs. lnoyatov was able to work full 

York,one of seven charities support- gogue, where he was able to study 'time through most dflasryear; Their 

edby The New York Times Neediest Judaism and Hebrew. Medicaid coverage ended.in October, 

Cases Fund. Case workers arranged After his stint at the synagogue,' but the ,family is now covered in full ' 

child care for Rebecca, and got the Mr. InoYiltov found a $6-an-hour job by Mr.' Inoyatov's insurance. And', 

family a six-month extension on their in 1996 making engravings, on tro. ' next month, Mr, lnoyatov will com­

Medicaid coverage'phies and plaques with computerized plete a year of ser::vice at the hotel" 


The family now feels truly free" equipment, , , and his wage will rise 25 ,percent, to 

Although Mr. Inoyatov's grandfa- ".1 wanted to be independent," Mr. $15 an hour ftom$12. ' " 


ther was a rabbi; the family. did not Inoyatov said, carefully, enunciating Meanwhile, the subject of so much 

practice their religion.in Uzbekistan 'each English word. "When we are conversation, Rebecca, had,. slipped 

because of the rampant anti-Semi· healthy, :when we can work, why I off the sofa to wander ,around ,the 

tism; In such an atmosphere, Mr. have to stay on welfare? I get job.'~ room. With each" reference to her 


The engraving companY'relocated ,name, Rebecca flashed a coquettish 
, a year ago, and Mr. Inoyatov found a' grin and ,shifted ,her gaze from one 

The Times Book Review, better job in March, doubling his adult to the next. ' 
every Sunday income as a maintenance worker at "Papa!" she shouted. She dashed 

Heip is ~elcomed: from' right; Mikhail, Inoyatov, Tamara Inoyatov, 

, Rebecca, 4, Igor,'g, arid Alex,IS, at their Rego Park,Queens_ 


HOWTO HELP 

(:hecks payable to The New 
York TimesNeedieSt Cas'es 
Fund should be senttoP.O, 
Box 5193, General Post Office, 
NewYork;JI!.Y.10087,or any 
of theseorganizations: 
BROOKLYN BUREAU OF 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 

285 SChermerhotn Street, 
Brooklyn,N.Y.11217. 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF THE' 
ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW YORK 

,lOll First Avenue, ' 
New York; N.Y. 10022. 

,CATHOLIC CHARITIES, DIOCESE 
OF BROOKLYN AND QUEENS 

191 Joralemon Street, 
Brooklyn,N.Y.1l20l. 

CHILDREN'S AID SOCIETY , 
-105 East 22d Stre~t, ' 
New York, N.Y. 10010. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE·' , 
SOCIETY OF NEW YORK 
105 East 22d Street, . 
New York, KY. 10010. ' 

FEDERATION OF PROTESTANT 
WELFARE AGENCIES , 

. , 281ParkAvenueSouth,' 
New York, N. Y.lOOIO. 

, UJA·FEDERATION OF NEWYORK 
Church Street Station, P.O. " " 
Box 4100, New York, N.y. 

, 10261-4100. ' '. '. 

No agents or solicitors:are, 
, authorized to seek contribu- , 

tions for The Ne:w York.Times 
. Neediest Cases Fund . 

The Times'pays the fund:s , 
expenses, so all contributions 
go directly to the charities, 
which use them to provide 
services and cash assistance 
to the poor.' ' , 
Contributions to the fund 'are 
deductible on Federal. state 
'and city income taxes tothe 
extent permitted by law. 

To delay may mean to forget. 

,across the living room and stood 
before Mr. Inoyatov. This daughter 
had her father's full attention., 

"What do ' you ,want, Rebecca?" 
her father asked in English, then 
Russian. 

She replied in Russian,', and Mr. 
Inoyatov laughed delightedly. "She 
wants t.o go the hairdresser'" 

http:religion.in
http:ended.in
http:5,313,346.50
http:4,362.87
http:5,398,983.83


Ending Truancy Turns a Life Around 

By.ADAM GERSHENSON 

Sal P.. used to skip school more 
often than Ferris Buelh:ir. 

He took special education classes 
in grade school, but by the time he 
reached the fifth grade, Sal was not 
interested' in learning. lristead, he 
spent his days at his mother's apart~ 
mentin the' Bushwick section' of 

Brooklyn, sleeping. 
and watching car­
toons. At night he. 
went out with 
friends, and often 

. did not come home 
until 3 in the morn­
ing. 

Sal said his mother set few limits' 
and rarely paid much attention tohis . 
truancy; she was a drug addict with 
problems of her own, he said. . 

As Sal reached adolescence, he 
became increasingly lonely .and de­
pressed. Although he had two' older 
sisters and an older brother; he felt 
a~ if he had no \:me to talk to, so he' 
told his problems to the apartment . 
wall~. He thought often about killing 

· himself, and he once tried to slice his 
· veins with a ki1ife but was stopped by 
his. uncle, John Laboy. 

HOW TO HELP 

Checks payable to The Ne~ . FEDERATION OF PROTESTANT 

York Times Neediest Cases Fund .' 
 WELFARE AGENCIES 281 Park Ave· 
should be sent to P.O. Box 5193,' nue South, New York, N.Y. 10010. 
General PostOffice, New York, UJA·FEDERATION OF NEW YORK 
N.Y. 10087, or any of tbese Church Street Station, P.O. Box 
organizations: 4100, New York, N.Y. 10261-4100. 
BROOKLYN BUREAU OF COMMUNI· 

No agents or solicitors are TY SERVICE 285 Schermerhorn 
authorized to seekcontributionsStreet, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11217. 
for The New York Times Neediest 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF THE ARCH· Cases Fund. 
DIOCESE OF NEW YORK 1011 First 
Avenue, New York, N.Y.I0022. The Times pays the fund's 

· expenses; so aU contributions goCATHOLIC CHARITIES, DIOCESE OF · directly to the charities, which . BROOKLYN AND QUEENS . 
use them to provide services and19Uoralemon Street, Brooklyn, 
cash assistance to the poor. N.Y. 11201. 


.' Contributions to the fund are
CHILDREN'S AID SOCIETY 105 East 

22dStieet,New York, N.Y. 10010.. 
 deductible on Federal, state and 

,city income taxes to the extent 
COMMUNITY SERVICE SOCIETY OF .permitted by law." 
NEW YORK 105 East 22d Street, 

New York, N.Y. 10010. · To delay may mean to forget. 


Sal also began to open up during 
Previously recorded' $5,433,689.07 his therapy sessions. As he started to 

.In a recent interview, Sal, now 18, _ Recorded yesterday 81,303.47 'sfiarehis feelings, he said, he felt his 
said that he might never have got his depression lighten. 
life on track were it not for the . Total $5,514;992.54 "It felt good, because 1 had people 
intervention of the Jewish.ChIld Care to· talk to, . and people who cared 
Association, a . beneficiary of the about me," he said.' . 
UJA-Federation, one of seven local away. Sal did not talk in his therapy Now Sal is a senior ill good stand-
charities supported' by The· New .sess,ions. He rarely went to school; ing, taking special education classes 
York Times Neediest Cases Fund. . and when he did he got into fights.. -at his high schooL He is making fast 

"1 was bad," he said.'~Out of con- Then in 1994; Sal's mother moved~' progress in reading and has received 
trol." . out. His uncle moved into the apart- A's on several recent math tests. 

Nrieka Ogubunka, a case manager ment and took responsibilityfor Sal. . Sal said that he visits his mother 
for the association, said that when Mr. Laboy, 29, met with Ms. Ogu- sometimes in her new apartment in 
she met Sal in 1993, her first priority bunka and' agreed to work closely Brooklyn and that she is no longer 
was to get him to go to school. Yet as· with the agency to help his nephew: using drugs. 
she spoke to Sal, she realized he also . The first thing Mr. Laboy did was Sal has started worj{ing at an af­
needed psychiatric help. Through the impose some discipline. He woke Sal . ter-school job in a bookstore near his 
agency, Sal received individual and every morning for school, and made apartment. He stocks shelves, and 
group counseling. He saw a psychia- sure he went. He set a9 P.M. curfew .learns about invoices and receiving 
trist who .prescribed medication to and . supervised Sal while he did his procedures. He said he hoped to go 

· help ease his depression. . homework. He assigned Sal chores, to college to study accounting. 
The agency arranged a system like sweeping the floor and doing the For now, though, he is eager to get 

that rewarded Sal for attending dishes after dinner. his high school diploma this spring. 
school. He had gone so infrequently Slowly, Sal's behavior and mood He is saving the money he earns to 
in the past that they didnot aim for improved. He went to school every buy a gold and diamond graduation 
perfect attendance . immediately. day. At first, it was not easy - he ring with his name inscribed in it.. 
Three days a week earned him comic read on a kindergarten level. He had' "That'll be nice," he said, and his 

· books and trips toBurger King. almost no working ki10wledge .of eyes glittered like the diamonds he 
J11e program did not work right mathematics. Still,_ he persisted. described. 

http:5,514;992.54
http:81,303.47
http:5,433,689.07


.'. 

~fteraTroubled Start, aTeen-~ger G~ts a Nudge Tow'~d;R~!!~g.e 
ByMATTHEW.J. ROSENBJ::RG. . .... ~.. .agamstthe:.rules: He said he often 
whe~ Nige~D.• a college fresh- Previously· recorded '. $~,~5i>:JIU7" .. ' . . '....• fO'llIldhimse1f:placed' on res~icUon 

man; thiriks about the kind'of life he Recorded yesterday $259,646.<49" HOW TO HELP. ~ in. effect,; grollllded -:- du.rmgthe 
II:! be I'do h' b h" .: meager daily recreation time the 

cO,u ". ea mg, e remem , ers ,. IS Total$3~1l.959.86 Checks payable to The New F£DERATION OF PROTESTANT residents were:allotted. .. . '. . 
fn~d Burne~l. The last tlll~e, h~. York Times Neediest CaSes Fund WELFAREAGENCIES281ParkAve- . " "I got tlredcifg~ttingin trouble," 
heru:d a.bouthlm, Burnell ~as.m Jail should be setltto P,O, Box 5193 . nueSouth,NewYork,N.Y,lOOlO, . Nigam said,':,'fh>re8.tized ihat if) 
on charges of drug possession., 'G . I P Off'" Y k' '. .... . '::d'°dn' ,'. 'th··th··...... 'I'd •-me met at the PleasantvlUeRes- age, Nigem said,. '. enera ost Ice, New or, UJA-F'tDERATIONOFNEWYORK ,'. .:1 .tget~. elf;system, . even-.' 
'd i' YIT t '. t C . t .' W t- . "He was all straight and uptight at N,Y,1~08~. or any of these Church Street Station, P,O. Box tuallybekl.ckE!(iol.lt:andend up~ack 
1 en,la rea menctie~~rer~oU:~, Pleasantville," he recalled.: "But organlZatlOI1$: .. 4100, New York,N.Y.10261-4100..in my ol~ h~e.Butther~ were !fmgs 

NY' 'h both' once he was back m the City, he BROOKLYN BUREAU OF COMMUNI· , , ,there_I dldn t want to give up, ,"
w~~l::';::e had started buying marijuana wlth hisTYSERVICE 285 Schermerhorn No age!lts or sohqtors are . ',':\ Basketball Was 'one of them, Play. 
b' 'th Y b ..allowance and hanging with, gang- Street, Btooklyn, N.Y. 11217; ',' authorizedtoseekc?ntnbutlons" 'mg on the te~,atthe,treatm~nt 

. ," een sent, ere y !iter-types in the neighbOrhood.~" '", . .•.. '., ,.' •. for The NewY()r~TIJlles~~lest .• ' ,center h,~IPEldhiJnfo.cu~h~,energles
'the. Admmlstra~.. N' dOd t f 1'1 . ·th···t th····:H CATHOUCCHARI.TIES OF THE ARCH- Cases FIlIl.d.;.'.,.::' "".; ..". '... ':::.' in a poSiti.vediiec.·ti.O.n'h.e said~ To-. . . f Child' ,. Igem I .no 0 ow. apa "e DIOCESE'OFNEWYORK lOll F'irst .... ,".:. ,,'. ,', .'. '," .. .C,f::,'" .,' , . . , tlo.n or ren s . ed h'. ., •. {.PI ' .. t~·"." . '.' .... ",, .. , ..", .,' .• ", ...... :"dayhecontinilEistoplayasa guard

:"Services - New. usill . IS.expenehnces ,a d ,eas~th''Ayenu~, N.e?" Yor:k~ N,Y: 10022: The Times pays tl.iE1. ~d'~ '. ' . ..:,' on the team at ihe'.SiitteUniversity of 
Y k Cit' hild v e, two group· omes an~ you . ,. .... " '. ·.expenses,soallcontnbutionsgo,'.",·... "': : • '. 

.; '.' . " ." or. ,y s c, .residence.to~.escapethe:world. of CATHOUCCHARITIES, DIOCESE OF , tU ctl t til·· h 'U . h" h : ::New:Xork.:a~Old:W.estb\lry,wherehe
v.:el!are agency- after ca~Singdls-,drugs ail&violen'ce thafhis parents . BROOKLYN AND QUEENS '. . . .' ..... re y 0 ,e c ~. es, ~ IC . d ,just completedhis.first semester. 

thclphllary, problems whilem fo~ter . inhabited: . .... :,~.:,;,.,;. . . 191 Joralem()n Street, Brooklyn, . use en;toproVl esefVlc(!san Last MatCh; Nigem moved to the 
care:" After a' year at Pleasantville . , .,," .. ", ',' .' "... " 'N y. 11201 . cash assistance to the poor. Y' th' R . 'id . C "., th U" .. .'. . . ,. All those'.temporarychorries:,;for : '.,' . .., .. ,. ou . es ence enter C!n·.e,. po
th~y"moved o~ to a group horne m the teen-agers with troubled',:,: back-' "CHILDREN'S AID SOCIETY 105 East C,ontributions to theflllld are . per East Side .of Manhattan" Nigem 
Mld\Voodsecuon of ~rooklyn, grollllds are run by the Jewish. Child "22dStreet' New York, N.Y. 10010: '~eductible on Federal, state and credits·,the. atmosphere there with . 

."That place. was.' probably the Care Association an affiliatEf'ofthe .' .:. '.' : city income taxes to the extent helpmg himresist the temptations to '. 
nicestplac;e I'd lived," t-ligem,who is UJA-Federation ~f New Yor:k,one of, .COMMUNITYOSERVICE SOdC1ETY OF permitted by law., ' drink and use drugs when he !sout on 
now'IS said of the group home" "The th" I al h 't" rted NEW YORK I 5 East 22 Street,. his own ' • " ',' " e· seven oc c an les suppo k NY' '0010" T d 1 ~ " .
furmture,the'floors, .the beds, the ,byThe New, York Times Neediest NewYor, ,.1 . ' 0 e ay may meantoJorget. The center is meant to give yoting 
food- it wasallbeautiful...· . Cases Fund" '. adUlts, ages 16 to 21, a,t.asteof.the 

. For Njgem, who carne to the atte~- . Nigem's story is a familiar· one at .'.'. ' , freedom they will know· as adults" 
tion ~of-Children'.s.Services . after hiS ,the group homesandresidentialcen~ . ship toster. cafe. But Nigem's aunt· cousins. '. said Richard. Johnson, :its director. 
mother left him horne alone Without ters, He does not remember who lived in a tiny two-bedroom apart- By the time Nigem turned 14, his The residents are allowed to corne 
foo(for electricity at age 7;·moving·to' found him in the dark apartment. ment in the Brownsville section of aunt had lost control of him, and she . and go as they please as long as they 
the Pleasantville center was' a tUrth 'near Yankee Stadium when he'fN8.s 7, Brooklyn and had three. children of contacted Children's Services. .are drug-free iUld employed or in 
lng, point. After an initial period, of But-he does 'k:Qowthat his mother" her own, In 1990, two, more cousins . When Nigem arrived at Pleasant- school . 
rebellion"hedecided that he would be who was addicted to crack: cocaine, moved in after another allllt began ville, he hated it: .the strict curfews "The main goal of all of ourcen­
better off ,if he. behaved, and he con~ had a history. of neglecting·him.And, . using drugs. ...,' . and. a daily routine that was ,ters and group homes, is to teach the 
tinued • in that, min~~set after he,. he knows that his father had been in Nigem .said the ,situation made it crammed from the time he woke up kids how to move on in life," Mr, 
moved to the group home. and ouf of jail since Nigem was '4 easy for himio hang outlate into the until he went to bed, ,with chores, Johnson s~d, "Unfortllllately, we 

But Buinell drifted back into the' months old, . night with friends drinking and us~ cOllllseling and classes.' He talked . only have the money to help a small 
life Qf crime and drugs that they had Nigem Vias, sent to live with his ing drugs, He also developed· a: via- back to the staff and on occasion was percentage of those who need help, 
both:been exposed to fromjan early allllt ina,n arrangement calle<! kin- . lent temper and had fights with his caught in the girls' rooms, which was like Nigem did.", 

0(, "o'"." • 

c.--­,lkL- New· '1tiK 'J,IfI\"C4 L~c. 11'11 
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" ''Irving Felt had to step down:and he asked'me ifI could come on ~ 
to help 0Ilt. I'snppose they needed a ~ xeal ~ expertise,u ~ 

, recslla MeTishma'D mote than thirt(yy~Jater: ;, ! 
Ov~ the interveDing years, that expertise has been inv.alaab1e as lMI: 

Tishman, Presi&nt ofTishlnan :M:ma~nt8lld Leasi:ngCorporation, ~ 
helped the agency with a variety ofreal estate ~i indlldingthe ~ 
«its firstheadqQartets bnildingon ~Aven~ " l 

.tIAlan Tishman has beq a atable and v.a1ned member Q[the Boatdlfor 

many y~ taking a detailed interest in oar~ emte OperatiOh& !He. 
enabled the agency to accomplish a grut deal-his advice and gui~ 
were really invaluab~B recans former president Bow&l'd Blitman, "'ho­
worked with the honoree 011 the sale of the lladi.1on Avenue site ~d 

". the sobseque:ot moves toLexi:ngton A'Venue and Wall Street. _ 
A lifelong New Yorker, Mr.. Ti5hlnan .attended I>artmonth College and 

t:hen served in the U.s. -Navy as a Lieutenant Conlmander dming W~ 
War II. Inaddition to JCCA, he has served on the boal'ds of]/[ODlItsl:nai 
Medical Center, UJA Fedenti~ and'the Museum of Nataral Bis~ry. 
He and his wife Peggy now divide their time between Ma.nh8ttan ~d 
~~ ; 

Ull'his is an agency that baa provided an incredible service to the ~­
dren and faJnilies ofour cityt and it has ~11 an honor to be ~ 
with sucll a tal~ted and dedicated stafl,." says M.r.Tishm.an~4~JCCA~ 
. an important role to p13y. in the ~ng~ttiry.» . . , 

· 

• · 
. , 

http:Tishm.an
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For Stephen Sokoloff, JCCNs president fro])) 1992-;1~ seni:Dg on 
the Bosu:d wu a fa.JniJy tadition. l' 

t14y father Ralph was a longtime tr1lStee, and 1 ~w up knowing 
about the agency," reea11s M1: Sokolof( who was raised~in Brookl.:9n and 
attended the University of North Carolina at Chapel $D.,before enlist­
ing in the U.s.. Army in 1943- He midlyremembers ~ 'day his fathelo 
invited hlm to fa;me and take alook..' al always felt it~'Was a privilege, 

not an obligation, to be asked to join the Boal-d &t1d I 4n tell you 1 was 
very honored." ; 

Overthe past thizty YeatS, MrSokokdrs quiet le.ad~ip has in~olved 
him in many aspect3 of JCCHs operations. His finano+I backgl'Ound <It 

Sclu:oeda- & Company :made him a logic:a1 cboice to h+ad the agency's 
investment co.JIUDit;t.ee, which he led for many yea.n. ~e also served on , 
the Board of Ed:neation of. tlle lit. Pleasant ~~l Onion Free 

I 

\ School District and took a l~ role in the long-~planning effort 
in the late 1980s thatlwlped define JCC& fatm:e ~. 

\ ~ve. definitely haa a historie interest and ~t to JCCA. 
yOu could almoSt say 1ik~ fa.the1; like' sort," a~~Maslow, c0­

chairofthe 115tb Amli:ven:ary Celebration, who's kno~ the honoree for 

I 
I almost sixty years :md haa served'with him on ~ JOOA Boald for the 

! 
 , pa$t decade. "Sb!ve bas ~ a veri! eftecttve leader b~se of his abil­

.ity1:0 get ~e to work together." . l 
I 

)h. Sokoloff, who lives principally in Sc:arsda.le 'With )lis wife Be~ 
also b3S been involved With the Acltemmn lnstitu:te and *JA..Fedet-ation, 
but describes JCCA :as "r4y .tmmber one' cODnJJitment.II ~ 

"'This is all agency that bas played a zmgor role in the ~esofso ~YI 
many of our city's ch.ild:rell ana familieil. JCCA has a.'hfays strived f()r 
eJtcellenc:e in an its programs and I alll very proud to ~e been a part of 
th.ia efi'ort.n , , 

, 

http:Sc:arsda.le
http:co.JIUDit;t.ee
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After ,a Troubled Start, a Teen-Ager Gets a Nudge 'Eoward'·eoIl~ge 
c , .' . 	 , , " ' .. -. - . '. '1 

By MATTHEW J. ROSENBERG , against the 'niles. He saia he often 
when Nigem D.,' a cOlle~e fresh- Previously'recorded $2,952~13i37 :/ fo!ipd"himseH p!aced on res~riction' 

man;' thinks aboutthekiridof life he' Re.corded yesterday $259,6016:49"." .7.m.effect-:gI"()l.lllded :-'" durmgth~ .. 
'la'oel'(fh' "'b h' . ..' .,,., 	 rneager dally recreatIOn time. the 

~o.u'~<'Bea ~~;;; r~mimrers~s Total $3,211,9.5~.86 Checkspayal:!ietoTheNew F£DERATIONOFPROTESTANTFesidentSwere~oned. ,....... : .' ' 
I'IE!~..•..• urne ...... e. aSI~e . ~. YorkTimesN~iestCasesFund WELFAREAGENCIES281 Park Ave- :'lgottired:Ofige.t1ingin trouble," 

heard about him, Burnell ",,:as.m Jail . . .. should besentto:P.O.Box 5193 nue South, NewYork,N.Y,lOOlO, .Nigem.said.•. ~ll·'rehlized that if I 
on~ear~:to:t~~glt::::~~:m~ Res- age, Nigem said. "" General Post .Qffice;N ew YOl'k, UJA-FEDERATION OF NEWYORK •. ;·· •. ·.didn,'t g~t'Witll.th~i'i.~sterni·rd even~ .1 
'd ...Ylc·T·· 't" '. 'C" t' ',' W t . "He was all straiahtand uptight at N.Y. 10087, or any of these Church Street Station P.O. Box tually be kicked oiItarld end tip back:! 
I entia, rea ment.. en er m es -. "0.., • .'. '. 	 ..' . • Id I'f ··B . 'th·· .. . th" .

'. , <Chester . CoUnty, Pleasantville." he recalled.. "But organIZations..... 4100. New York.N:Y. 10261-4100.. m myo , I ,e. ut ef.~ were" mgs 
N.Y., when both once he was back .I!l the c~ty,~e BROOKLYN BUREAU OF COMMUNI- . . there I dldn t want to give up.· . ' 
;wereI4: The had started buying marIJuana. With. hlsTY SERVICE 285 Schermerhorn No age~ts or solICitors are, .... BasketballVias 'one.ofthem. Play". 

. .... ". 'th Y . . allowance and hangmg With. gang- Street,Bnroklyn; N;Y; 11217:', authorized to seek c?nt~lbut10I'!s·;;mgon the teagb~ttheHeatm:nt'
been sellt.ere by stel'types in the neighbOrhood.~'. .."",~,c "'. ......., .;. . for The NewYQrk.'TlrnesNe¢chest center h~J~:fi.ili.ifl:)C::us.tus,enE;!rgles
'the ,Admmlstra-. N' d'd tf il 'tlit "U('H CATHOP~:C:;H~~rfIE$OFl't:lEA~C:H. Cases Fund;";:"";':"','" .in a .pqsitive'.directiQfi{he, said: To-­
tiClnfor Children's. 1ge':l 1'11° .. 0 0w:,~ ,pa ...~" :,o.IOCES~()FII/~\\IYORKIOH'Flrst '. ". . .";"',:\":':;;'i Yj .....' ;fda,he'cbl1i:fuuescio;'lii;,asa ard 

.S .rvices·-,New u~edhlsexperlence~;,~t;F'I~~a,nt;Avenue;Ne:w;York;N.Y.I0022. ..TIieTunespays,thefuhd's... .<s ,'y'i,."'., .. ""."P,.,;Y,; .' .. ~ 
'.' ..•... , ...... e... ". • " .', ville, .two:gr()uphomesand a youth . ", .••. .',;/<;:,+:;~,:;," ....".:/" ,:. ,.. ' " ex . enses: so alhc:onitibtitionS go:; :,;oIl:me!~8:T,at,J,Qe;.s~a~1'l '(Jmverslty of 

..... ' ./~ .' . . york Clty~ ch~ld . residence;lo~,escape.the.,world;of .C.ATHO!JC:£~J\!'tITIE!i;DIOCESEOF<,tI, p t1t'th"h·,.ti', h' h' ':N~v,\~or!t;~t.0ld.\y'estbury; wh~:r.e he 
",:~I~llJ'e'a,g~ncY7after; ca~smg diS-, dru s aiid;violence,tbiitliis,"tu-Emts ....:BROOI(Lr~~~I)QIJEENS •..... ' ... "; ,lrec yo, e c )In .!'!~,.~ IC: ',' jil~f'c:o,Illi>l~(ed'!iisfi,rl't,serne~t~i, ....
clp~lI1ary>problem~ whIlem fo~te~ .inh:bited;r:::.;"i:"';::?~:~':};'~' .;' //:191,~oral~l1lonStrel'lt,Brooklyn; use the~to provide servIces and "'UasrMlitc~t.ligemmC!V:ed}othe 

. ca~~Aftera ye8:ratPleasan~ille, All those':ielllPorai-y)~pinE¥s,j()r/;'.:;i~;Y.l120,1; . .. . , . cash assl~tanceto the poor. Yoijtif~esidence: Center:;()n~~;Up-: . 
th~y':moVed 011 toa group h()me m the teen-agers with troublei:fi·blu:k.. ·· "CHILDREN'SAID SOCIETY 105 East C.ontri~utions to the ,fund are . per ~ast Side of Manhattan,NIg~m 
Mld\iVood sect~onorBrooklyn. . grounds .are run by the J,ewishChUd . 22dStreet; New,YorkN.Y.lOOlO~ deductible on Fedel'al, state and credlt~th~,at~C)sPller.e there With 

"Thatpla<:e. .wasprobably. the Care Associationan·aifiliitte··ofthe . '., ':'. ' '.' city income taxes to the extent helpmghim resist-the' temptations to 
nIces.tP.Iac:eI~dlived," Nigem,\Vho. is UJA-Federation ~f N.ew Yor:k .one of COMMUNITYIOSERVICE SOdCIETY OF 'permitted by law. drink and use drugs when he is out on 

'18" .:" 'f th·· u he' "Th . . ' NEW YORK 5East 22 Street· 	 .' .nOW,.iflal\.lO. ;~grC)p om , '. e .the seven local charities supported ',' . 	 hiS own. . . 
furmtur~, ,~eflC1Orl!, t~~.~s,the . by The New York Times Neediest New York, N.Y. 10QIO. To delay may mean to forget. . The cent~ris meant to give young 
food-::- It wa~alLbeautlfuL :... Cases Fund. . adults;;ages16 to 21, ii.tasteotthe 
.,For N.jg,~m,',whocam~totheatte~- Nigem'sstoryis a famili~ one at . . .... " ..... , .....,. freedoin th~ywill know as adults, 

tlOn'of"ChddrellssServlcescafter his the group homes and residentiaicen~ ship foster care. But Nigem's aunt· cousins. '. '. said RichardJohilson,.its director. 
mother.left him home alone without ters. He does not·· remember . who lived in a tiny two-bedroom apart': By the time Nigem turned 14, his The residents are allowed to come 

.food or electricity at age,?; moving to .. found him in the dark ~partment. ment in the Brownsville section of, aunt had lost control of him, and she . andgo as they please as long as they 
the Pleasantville center was a turh~ near Yankee Stadium when he-was 7. Brooklyn and had. three children of contacted Children's Services. . are drug-free and employed or in 
ing. point. After. an initial period . of' But he does ;knowthathismother, her own. In 1990; two. more cousins When Nigemarrived at Pleasant- school. 	 . 
rebellion,hedecided thathewould be who was addicted to crack: cocaine, moved in after another aunt began 'ville, he hated it: Pte strict curfews "The main goaLof allof our cen­
beneroff if he behaved,andhe con~ had a history,of negh'icting'hlm.And using drugs .. '" . . and adaily routine that was ters and group homes, is to teach the 
tinuedin thatmind~set after he. he knows that his.father.had been in Nigemsaid thesitllationmade it crammed from the time he woke up kids hOw to move on in .life," Mr. 

. mov~ to the group home. and out' of jail since~ngem wa~4' easy for him to hang outlate into the until he, went to bed,. \!Vith chores,. Johnson SlI,id. "Unfoitunat~ly,· we 
• 	 But . Burnell drifted back into the' months old: . night with. friends drinking and us~ counseling and' classes.' He talked' . only have the money to help a sma!! 

life Qfcrime and drugs that they had Nigem was sent· to live with his ing drugs. He also developed' avio- back to the staff and on occasion was percentage of those who need help~ 
both'beenexposed to from. an early aunt in::an arrangement dilled kin- ' lent temper and had fights· with his caught in the girls' rooms; which was like Nigem did.",' . 

1 ". !~." " . \. . '.~ 	 . 
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By MARTIN STOLZ 
Darryl P., standing on his top bunk 

bed, was doing battle' on Sunday. 
"I want to talk to you," said his 

talking grasshopper; an interactive 
figure from the movie "A Bug's 
Life." 

"Are you scared of grasshop­
pers?" the toy asked. . 

"I'm not scared 
'of you!" Darryl 
shouted, and 
stuffed the grass­
hopper into a box. 

For a sick boy 
who was' aban­

• 	 .,+:i. '. . doned at birth by 
his ,<;rack-addicted mother, Darryl, 6, 
is faring better than many of the 
39,oOOchildreri in New York City's 
fost~r,care system: " 

His goOd forturie is ..9ue'.partly to 
the dogged advocacy of the Jewish 
Child Care Association, an affiliate of 
UJA-Federation ofNew York, one of 
seven charities supported by The 
New' York Times Neediest Cases 

,Fund" ", ',' .', 
The rest is due to Joanna P. 
About a, week before Darryl was 

born, Mrs. P., now 57, was sick in bed, 
'with tonsilitis' and saw a late-night. 
public service announcement on. the 
dire need for foster parents in New: 
York City. Mis~ P., a widow since 
1975, had already rais~d seven chil­
dren of her own. But, she said, the 
advertisement moved her to call the 
telephone numper in the,ad. 

"I'm always saying, 'Charity 
starts at home;'" she said. "That 
commercial, it kind of broke me up. 
It touched, and I think it's been 
touching me ever since." 

A few weeks later, she was caring 
for Darryl, then just a 10~day-old 
infant. Another week went by before 
tests revealed that he had H.I.V. and 
a condition called ventricular septal 
defect, a small hole in his heart that 
causes him to tire easily. 

, "By that time I was crazy about 
him, so it didn't really matter," she 
said. 

Nonetheless, the news was difficult 
to accept. "I used to cry a lot," Mrs. 
P said. 'Tdr:ever felt anything like 
that, wondering whether he was go­
ing to survive day to day." , 

'Mrs. P.'credits her caseworker at 
the Jewish Child Care Association 

, with helping her cope with Darryl's 
illness. From infancy, his medical 
condition required close monitoring 
and many hospitalizations. The case'.. 
worker coordJnated his many medi7' 
cal appointments at a neighborhood 
health care cent~r and helped Mrs. 
P., who is on public assistance, file 
the financial paperwork needed to 
provide for his treatment witMut 
cost to her. 

The caseworker also assisted 
Mrs. P. by demystifying the foster 
care system. Just because, Darryl 
had been placed in a loving home 
was no guarantee he would stay 
there; Over the next four years, 
Mrs. P. and Darryl were in and out of ' 
Family Court hearings to report on ' 
Darryl's status. When Darryl's birth 
mother decided to forfeit her paren­
tal rights, Mrs. P. sought to adopt 
him, a request that was granted in 
1997. . 

But she could not unaerstand how 
a mother could give up a child and 
thought that with help, the woman 
and Darryl might make it together, 
somehow. "I had to try at least to 
give her a chance," she said, refer­
ring to the birth mother. ' 

Throughout the many months that 
preceded the adoption, Mrs. P. re­
peatedly encouraged Darryl's birth 
mother to get treatment for her co­
caine addiction, she said. Even the' 
'. . . ~ ': 

Lovef~~ Abandoned Boy 

Makes Adoption Succeed 


HOW TO HELP 

Checks payable to The New 
York Times Neediest Cases, 
Fund should be sent to P.O. 
Box 5193, General Post Office, 
New York, N.Y. 10087, or any 

.: of these organizations: 

BROOKLYN BUREAU OF 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 
285 Schermerhorn Street, 
Brooklyn,N.Y.1l217. 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF THE 
ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW YORK 
1011 First Avenue, ' 
New York, N. Y. 10022. 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES, DIOCESE" 
OF BRoOKLYN AND QUEENS 

,.' 191 Joralemon $treet, 
'Brooklyn,N.Y. i1201. 

CHILDREN'S AID SOCIETY' 


,105 East 22d Street, 

New York,R'{. 10010. 


COMMUNITY SERVICE 
, SOCIETY OF NEW YORK 


105 East 22{\ Street; 

New York, N.Y: 10010. 


FEDERATION OF PROTESTANT 
, WELFARE~CENCIES 


281 ParkAvenue South, 

New York, N.Y. 10010: 


'UJA-FEDERATION OF NEw YORK 

Church Street Station, P.O~ 
Box 4100, New York,N:Y. 
1026F4100. 

No agents or solicitors are 
, . authorized to seek contribu­

tions for The New York Times 
Neediest Cases Fund. 

The Times pays the fund's 
expenses, so all contributions 
go directly to the charities, 
which use them to provide 
services and cash assistance 
to the poor. . 

Contributions to the fund are, 
deductible on Federal, state 
and dty income taxes to the 
extent permitted by law, 

To delay may mean to forget. 

Previously recorded $4,701,594.78 
Recorded yesterday 304,285.86 ' 

Total $5,005,880.64 

judge was~urprised, Mrs. P. said; 
when she requested a six-month ex~' 
tension of .the birth mother's paren~ 
tal rights, to offer thewoman one las~ 
chance "to get herself together." ' 

'''She's . such a nice person,'.: 
Mrs. P. said. "I tried to /ielp her a§ 
long I could, until the judge got mad~:' 
at the birth 'mother and terminated 
her parental rights. . 

As for Darryl, he. is still too young 
to understand that he is adopted Of 
that he has the virus that causes .. 
AIDS, Mrs. P: said. She has kept his' 
H.t.V. status a secret, even from her 
own family. She frequently sui:vey~ 
friends and relatives about their atti­
tudes towardH.I.V. and AIDS and is 

, troubled. by what she hears. 
"The way some ofthem talk," she, 

said, shaking her head in disgust.' 
"Stupid things; just so ignorant. I: 
don't think I could live with anybody 
hurting him, becaus~ he's such a nice 
kid. So I just carry it."" 
, Mrs. P. has managed to shelter 
Darryl so far,. but she realizes these 
discussions are inevitable. "I think 
about it all the time," she said. "I' 
guess we'l,l have to deal with it.".' 

.... , 

-
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Sbm~l'1'1e,dical Help for a Disturbed Teen-ager and.Stabilityfor_His Family 
By MATTHEW J. ROSENB~RG 	 . cine that she could not affor.d was cover that she was in the country j " 

Maria A. remembers the dayshe Previously recorded $2,657,785.28' another. , .' 	 . illegally. They d~d not, ~d while the 
,HOWTO HELPdiscovered that her son Jonathan, Recorded Thursday $98,570.36 Then Mana turned to the ,J~.h.. $350 that DaVid received every 


was mentally ill. It was a Saturday in , .G~i1d Ca!~__AssociatiQn., affiliated month helped, it did not even cover 

, 	 Total $2,756,355.64 With the UJA-FederatlOn of New the rent Checks payable to The New 	 FEDERATION OF PROTESTANT

June, two years ago. 	 Y k f th h"" WELFARE AGENCIES 281 Park Ave­York Times Neediest Cases Fund 

fight, and Maria, told him he was, ,porte? by The New York, Times " ior began to change. Since his hospi· 


Jonathan, then 14,had been in a 	 or ,oneo esevenc anues,suyr The next month, Jonath,an's behav­
should be sent to P.O. Box 5193, nue South, New York, RY. 10010. 

::rrounded. She figured he was going true. Twas afraid my son had gone Nee~lest Cases Fund. The ~gency tallzation ,in 1996, Jonathan's illness General Post Office, New York, UJA-FEDERATION OF NEW YORK 
rhrOugh a rebellious phase and need- crazy." prOVided money for Jonathan .s med· has stabiliz~d. Medication and treat- N.Y. 10087, or any of these Church Street Station, P.O. Box 

d tO 'b . d' The time that Jonathan spent in lcal expenses and helped With the ment by' a child psychiatrist ended organizations: 	 4100, New York, N.Y, 10261-4100;',e e reme m. f 'I' d 'I d 	 ' ,
But Jonathan the hospital was emotionally tortur- ' amlY, s al y nee s. , his manic and suiciditl episodes. " BROOKLYN BUREAU OF COMMUNI. 

No agents or soliCitors arethreatened to kill ous, Maria said, But there was no Mana and her husban~, Vlce~te, And in April 1998, the family's cir- TY SERVICE 285 Schermerhorn 
authorized to seek contributions himself. great flood of relief when he was had left Ve~ez~ela and .shppe? mtocumstances began to change.' Maria Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11217. 

' 'th d discharged: he had to remain under New York City m 1985 With theIr two and her children ,became legal resi­ for The New York Times Neediest 
L CATHOUC CHARITIES OF THE ARCH­ater at, ay, , " . children, Jonathan, then 3, and John- " Cases Fund. 

DIOCESE OF NEW YORK 1011 First 
to the psychi~tric m~~lcatlon. An~ J?nathan, was not York, Maria gave birth to David.' and she $tarted workmg m a sweater 
he was admitted a do~to~ s care and take expensIVe, ny, '7. During their first year in New dents, her husbandr,etu~ed to stay 

~venue, New York, N.Y. 10022. 	 The Times pays the fund's 
expenses, so all contributions go, ward' of Kmgs eligible fo~ MedIcal~. , Vicente worked intermittently as a factory. ... CATHOLIC CHARITIES, DIOCESE OF 


County Hospital Center. He was ~t the time, r-.:tana ~d h~r three ,carpenter, always off the books and But there, are ~tlll difficulties. AI~ 
 directly to the charities, which BROOKLYN AND QUEENS 

,here for a month, suffering with ,~h~ldren were. Illegal Im~lgrants, usually for less than the minimum though Mana, VIcente and Johnny, 
 use them to provide services and 191 Joraiemon Street, Brooklyn, 

cash assistance to the poor. ' what psychiatrists call schizo-affec- hvmg on the frmges of society. Her wage. The family was having a hard now 20, all work, but for a total of N.Y.11201. 

tive disorder, an illness that can re- husband was in Florida, searching time getting by. In April 1996, Vicen- about $800 a month, and none of 
 • Contributions to the fund areCHILDREN'S AID SOCIETY 105 East5emble schizophrenia. for steady work; Maria, now 41, had te headed south to Florida in search them have benefits or job security. deductible on Federal, state and22d Street, New York, N.Y. 10010."they tied him down whenever he no job and was barely scraping by. of steady work. That month, Maria The family attributes their s~rviv-' city income taxes to the extent 
ried to leave the hospital," Maria Worrying about her family when hesitantly registered David, who had al to the J~!1jJ.~ ..£!i~,~~~()ci~,:_ COMMUNITY SERVICE SOCIETY OF permitted by ~aw.

NEW YORK 105 East 22d Street,;aid through a translator. "lfel.t hor- everyone was healthy was one thing; ,been born in the United States and J!Q!h, "The family's stabilized for 
NewYork,N.Y.10010. 	 To delay may mean to forget.ible because we had very little, and knowing that Jon'athan's mental was a citizen, for public assistance. now," said Richard Vargas, a case­

lOW my biggest fears were cOming health depended on care and'medi-, '-sh~, feared that offiCials would dis-''Worker1here. 

http:2,756,355.64
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Regaining a Sense of Security, and a Sense of Pride 

By MARTIN STOLZ was also her landlord, was angry. He appointment there but were delayed 

Previously recorded $5,323,921.95 evicted her from the basement at Nadia's school. Her regular caseAlide P. has a gentle way of speak­
apartment of his Brooklyn apart· worker was out, so Alide spoke with a ing and a beautiful lilting inflection Jtecorded yesterday 1l,027~12 
ment building. ' , supervisor and was stunned when when she is at ease. But whenever Total, 	 $5,334,949.07 After she had the baby, a boy, she she was told that her benefits would she gets upset, she says, her English 
was allowed to sleep in the unheated be taken away. ' heads· south, lost in tears and Hai­

tian Creole. ' ' hallway of her father's building, The "I was mad," Alide explained. "I 
Carefully', Alide crafted a plan;' boy died of pneumonia before he was start crying instead of talking. EveryOne day in 1997, she could not 

weeping, she entered it in her jour· 2. 	 time 1 start to cry, I lose my English.speak at all, after a city worker told 
nal. ' . , "I think he was cold," she said. "I I can't speak."her over the phone 

that she and her But Alide's daughter, who is mild· cried every day., I passed four years With her nerves already on edge, 

daughter were go­ ly retarded, sensed her'distress. She crying." ' Alide felt cruslieq when a letter ar­
ing to lose, their took to school the journal that Alide and the father of her child rived from her 'daughter's public 
welfare benefits. seemed to be making her mother so married and had another child, Na­ school about uniforms, a new school 

Because Alide unhappy. There, she showed it. to her dia, in 1989. 	 policy. 

could not explain teacher. 	 ' Alide was delighted with the little She had no money but a load of 

her Situation" she A ,mobile crisis unit immediately girl, but had morbid fears that she pride, and her inability to provide the 
descended ,on Alide's home and re­ would lose that child, too. uniform for Nadia pushed Alide over hung' up the phone believing the 

worst would happen. , ferred her to a place'where she could But. a threat came from another the edge of hopelessness. 
Caught in a sense of utter power­ get help: the Jewish Child CareAsso· direction: her husband. Their mar­ She prepared a note for the school, 

lessness, aggravated perhaps by ,a ciation, one of seven charities sup­ riage deteriorated from its r90ts asa explaining that Nadia would not have 
history of mistreatment, Alide began ported by The New York Times childhood romance in Haiti to a tor­ a uniform for'a while: But in a jour~ 
anticipating more dreadful scenario Neediest Cases Fund. rent of violent abuse, and Alide went nal, Alide wrote her darker thoughts. 
oS.She would not be able to feed her In the last year, with the ,agency's into hiding in 1994. "1 started writing everything 

HOW TO HELP 

Checks payable to The New FEDERATION OF PROTESTANT 

York Times Neediest Cases Fund 
 WELFARE AGENCIES 281 Park Ave-

should be sent to P.O. Box 5193, 
 " nue South, New York, N.Y. 10010. 
General Post Office, New York, UJA-FEDERATION OF NEW YORK 
N.Y. 10087, or any of these Church Street Station, P.O. Box 
organizations: 4100, New York, N.Y. I 026l-4 I 00. 

.	BROOKLYN BUREAU OF COMMUNI· 
TY SERVICE 285 Schermerhorn No agents or solicitors are 

:authorized to seek contributions Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11217. 
for The New York Times Neediest 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF THE ARCH· Cases Fund. DIOCESE OF NEW YORK I oi1 First 
Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022. The Times pays the, fund's 

expenses, so all contributions go CATHOLIC CHARITIES, DIOCESE OF 
directly to the charities, which BROOKLYN AND QUEENS 
use them to provide services and 191 Joralemon Street, Brooklyn, 
cash assistance.to the poor. N.Y. 11201. 	 ' 
Contributions to the fund are 
deductible on Federal, state and 

CHILDREN'S AID SOCIETY 105 East 
22d Street, New York, N.Y.lOOIO. 

, city income taxes to the extent 
COMMUNITY SERVICE SOCIETY OF permitted by law. ' 
NEW YORK'105 East 22d Street, 

New York, N.Y. 10010. To delay may mean to forget. 


8-year-old daughter, Nadia. The au­
thorities would take the child away 

, from her. Her life would be worth· 
less. 

At that point, Alide became des­
perate.She would kill herself, she 
thought: And she would have to kill ' 
Nadia, too, rather than leave her to 
fend for herself. 

help, Alide has put a stop to the 
downward trend of her life. She and 
Nadia now have a'steady sense of 
security. , 

Alide's life had, taken several bad 
turns since she moved to New York 
from Haiti in 1982. Two years after 
her arrival, when she was 22, she 
became pregnant." Her father, who 

When she emerged a year later, 
Alide found a studio apartment in 
Flatbush to share with her daughter. 
They relied on public assistance and 
Medicaid, not quite making ends 
meet. 

Then came a call to the Adminis­
tration for Children's Services, one 
day when Alide and Nadia had an' 

down, my feelings," she said. "I was 
crying and crying. My daughter saw 
me writing, and she said, 'Mommy, 
why are you crying?, " 

The next day, Nadia took the note­
book to schoOl and her mother finally 
got some help. ' ' 

A case worker from the Jewish 
Child Care Association successfully 

lobbied to restore Alide's welfare 
benefits" emergency funds for a 
school uniform and a seven-month 
extension of Medicaid. 

After Alide finished Fresh Start, a 
three-month job-training program· 
offered by the city, she was hired to 
work in a midtown hotel nearly a 

year ago. She now has private insur­
ance, is off Medicaid and public as­
sistance and is the proud owner of a 
plaque recognizing her as the hotel's 
"Employee of the Month" for De­
cember. 

,"I'm a housekeeper," she said, "a 
great one." 

http:assistance.to
http:5,334,949.07
http:5,323,921.95
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