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FY 2_000:Child Ca,r~ Research Plan 

The fiscal year (FY)' 199'gOmnibus Consolidated and Emergency Supplemental 
, Appropriation Adt (P.L.105~211) provides $10 million in FY 2000 funds for child 

care research, demonstration, and evaluation activities. This appropriation is 

particul~rly significant as the bogilltlillg year of the first Federal funding 

specifically designated for child care research. 


The Child Care Bureau resea'rthagend~ was developed in consultation with 
other offices within ACF. Federal partners, State and local age'ncies, 
researchers, ,prQfessioflal organizations, and other stakeholders. It reffects th~ _ 
n,~~o beabJe .to ansW~t(;riU9al ChjJ~~a!!!r~'~,ear$.g~'eStiOns"Vith_implicatjo.ns 

)~2!eohcy, planning., an_d_progra~ .adrnrnlstratlon while slm~ltaneously developlng~ 
,a sound. sustainable research infrastruc:;ture.,;. , 

Our efforis will concentrate on six areas: (1) buUding an infrastructure for ongoing 
and future research~ (2) partnering with States: (3) supporting field-initiated 
research; (4) developing child care research leadership; (5) supplementing other 
Federal early childhQod research; and (6) funding demonstrations. ,Three of 
these areas, partnering with Slates, supporting field initiated researCh, and 
developing leadership, are inCluded in a consolidated Federal Register 
Announcement to be published in mid-December. It is important to note that 

, accomplishing the Bureau's research agenda requires mUlti-year funding for all 
six initiatives. 

,BuUding ~n .hifr:a.st(u~tlir~ . 

Child care draws on the expertise of many disCiplines including education, 

economies; health, social service'S, and business,and yet none of these fields 

encompasses the full complexity of child care and its, implications for children 

and families. The Bureau intends to support a Coordinated approach to child 

care research by promoting access to high ql:Jality data, performing special 

analyses. and'tracking chfld care research. 


Through the proposed statistical and resea'rch support contract, researchers will 

be assisted in conducting studiestnat are sound, relevant, and replicable. 

Components of this initiative will include a nation-al child care data archive and 

research library, technical consultation to data contributors and users, analytic 

services, and knowledge development and dissemination . 


. Partnering Witt) Stcd¢:s' 

, Child Care Policy Research f>annersliips expand on a strategy that has proven 
successfUl in facilitating C(()$s':'state research and' providing rapid responses to 
State child care administrators' questions. The Child Care Bureau has funded 
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~HGN!FlCANT ITEMS IN HOUSE' AND SENATE APPROPRIATIOl'tS . 
COMMiTTEE.REPORTS· 

, 19.98 .Confere,nce. Comndtte.e. Report Language 

JJ;e\jl 

[Quality 9f care for infanta] ..... The Conferees are concerned 

about the inadequate supply of· quality child care for infants. 

Therefore, the·agreem~ntinclude~· language thatwa~ not in either 

bill that requires the States to utilize $50,000,000 above the 

amount required by the basic law for activities that improve the 

qUi.:llity of child care. These new funds should suppleme'nt, not 

supplant, .·current and planned activities to increase the :supply 

of quality child care for' infants and toddlers . 


. AC.t,i0ILTakeh or,to.be ,Taken' 

The Child Care Bureau is. 'complying with the intent of Congress to 

have States utilize the $5.0 million appropriated to increase the 

supply of qU'ality child care for infants and toddlers. The 


. Bureau is' undertaking a .consultation proces_s to determine the 
type of ·guidance to provide the States in their use of these 
funds for the intended purpose. It is anticipated that award of 
these funds will be completed by March 31, 19.98. .... ., 

19.9.S.senate,ApprOIiria·t ions .Cornrtd t.tee Report Language, 

Item 

[Use of transferred funds] -- The bill provides that $19,120,000 

of the amount appropriated shall become available for obligation 

on October 1, 1998. Of this amount, $6,120,000 is derived .by 

transfer, the same as in the fiscal year 1997.enCicted 

legislation. The Department is iristructed eo obligate these 

funds imm~diately for the purpose of supporting resource and 

referral programs and before and afterschdbl activities . 

previously funded under the dependeht care block grant. The 

Committee fu·rther expects that these funds will not supplant 

current flmdirig' dedicated to resource and referral and school age 

activities provided by the child care and development block 

grant. The Committee strongly encourages States to address the 

matters of before and afterschool care and the establishment of 


. resourCe ahd r.ferral progra~s with funds provided in thi~ 
,program. 

Act.ion takc:;n ,Q:t. __ :to. be. Takei1 

The Child Care Buteau is complying with the intent of the 

Congress by obligating $19.1.tnillion appropriated for resource 
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large con~ntrations of refugees whose cult~ral differences make 
aSsimilation difficult. l'hese funds are inc1uded in the sodal sen-· 

·ices'Jim.dtein. ,. ,.;" ..... .. 
'rheCoriunitt.ee is aVo'are of the \'a:luab1e work the Voluntary 

Agency Assistance Pr()gram is doing to resettle immigrants, espe· 
dal~y Russian. Jews., in ,the United States. The Committee, expects 
$39;000,OOO·wI11 be used to support grants for the Voluntary Agen· 
cy Grant"Pi'()gtam. ,... . . . ,'.. ...". " 

Section 412<10('7) of tItle W. of the r~mluation an~ NatJonabty 
Act authorizes th"e use of funds appropnated under thiS account to 
.be, used to' CBrr)· out monitoring" e·valuation. and data. coJ1ection aC­
tivities to detmminetheeffe'ctiveness orf~n·dedprogr:a.tns and to 
monitor die penonllance ofStates'and oth'er grantees. 

CHiLD cAJtEAl\o DEVELdp)'lt~'t BLOCK GR:-\.lI,'T .. . 
Appropri.i·uonll. 1998.••,;.... i ......... ' ... i .......................·........... ; .... , ...........:..... Sl.Ooo.ooo;oo6 

'. 'Bullget estiinate, 1999 •.•~•.~i.m .........'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' 1,182.672.000
COmmltl"ee neomtnendation .................................. , ..............i ......._ .......·•• 1,182,6.2.000 


The Committee recommends an appropriation of $1.182,672.000 
for the advance for the child care and de"elopmerit block grant for 
fiscal year 2000. This is an'increase of S182,612.000 o,'er the fiscal 
year ~998 level ~d. the same as the 8dministr~tion request. . 

Thes"e funds pro\'lde grants to States to prl)vlde low-mcome fami­
lies \\'ith financial assistance for child care; for irnpro\-ing the qual­
ity and ""ailability of child ca.re; . and fox-establishing or expanding 

. child development programs. The funds are. used to both expand 
the senicesprovided to individuals who need child care in order 
to work or attend job training or education and tiHow States to con· 
tinue fWidingthe activities previously provided under the consoli-. 
dated progtilmS, In addition, the Committee notes that child care 
entitlement funding Urt<der welfare reform legislation will pro\ide 
$2,167,000.000 in. flSc:al year 1999, an increase of 5100.000,000 over 
the fiscal year 1998 enacted level. 

The bill pro\ides that $19,120;000 of the amourit appropriated 
shal1. be for the pu~,oses of supporting resource and referral pro­
grams and before and afterschoOl services. This represents the Fed. 
eral commitment to the activities previ~usly funded under the de­

.pendent care block. grant. The CommIttee further eX]leCts that 
these funds .will not supplant current funding dedicated to resource 

.and ,referral and school age' activities provided by the child care 
n "'h'F /l, .' an~ development block grant. The Committee strongly encourages 

e""-·y9~. States to address the matters of before and afterschoolcaTc and the 
J ' . .... est.a~Hshtpent. of resource.. and :refer:a1 programs wit~ th:c funds.

f I LJPTOVlded In thIS program. The Commlttee recommendatlon mcludes 
~' S50,000,OOO for each of fiscal years 1999 and 200D for'an infant
,qL\'1. . care quality, initiative, the. ,same am,ou~t pTo\'ided in, fiscal year" L 1998.· .' .

fir.. M~a,"·.As' . .the G.',ommitte.e continues to, eXpo,.aild the availability and af­
/ ." ' . fordability of child care in the country, the Committee urges the 

{.J. ' . agency to provide the States with sufficient flexibility and disCTe· 
. tion to adm.inister these funds. The. agency should work to ensure 

that there are no increa.sed administrative burdens or costs fot 
States and .no concomitant reduction in the resources available for 
child caTe and in the ability of' States to fully respond to their 

! 
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, unique circumstances and needs. The Committee urges the agency 
to consider the remo\'al of certain administrative bm:dens. includ­
ing th'e re-quh'e'ment,th'atth'e:discretionary portion <?fthe child care 
development fund (CCDF) be reported under a dlfferent code of 
Federal domestic assistance number than the other,portions of the 
CCDF'. 

SOClAL SERVICES BLOCK Grw;.i' 

'Appropnatir5l'lili 1998·.•.••.:........ ; ••:...........:.:...... ; ..·,........ , ....;.; ....... :~............ 
Budget ,estiwt.e, ,199,9 , ..................... :..................................................... 
COmmittee recommendalion ...........c........; ............................................, 

$2.299.000.000 
1.909.000.000 
1,909,000.000 

The Committee recommends an appropriation of Sl,909,OClO,OOO 
for the social senices block grant. THe recommendation is the same 
as the budget request and S390,OOO.000 below the 1998 enacted 
Jevel. , , ' 

Social sen"ices blocK grant funds arc distributed to and used b\' 
States and territories to fund a wide \'ariety of social services for 
the purpose of preventing or redU'cing depen(lency, and assisting il,­
dividul':I.Is to achieve, self-sufficiency. Activities il')dude chi1d and 
adult day' care,ehild ilnd adult aouse and neglect prevention. 
home-b'ased sen"iccs, and independent Ih"ing services. Many of 
t}it~se activities ate funded by separate appropriations elsewhere in 
th'e bill. 

CHlLDREIi: AND F.MtlU£S SERVICES PROGRAM$; 

AppropriatioDs, 1998 ..on...........................................·....;.......................... S5.6'lG.059.000 

'Budgel e.stimaU. 1999 ............. :.~.. :,......;.-.:......... : ... ;................................. 5.942.150.000 

com::n:.ittee neoln.li:le.udatiOIl .................................... ;._.......................... 6.008,71'>4.000 


'('he Committee r~ommends nn appropriation of S6.0()S,784.000 
, , , for the ,"Children and families serVices programs" account, which is 

$6~6;60~,OOOmore . than .the . administration request 'and 
$3:32,725~OOO more tha:nthe fiscal.year 1998 appropriation. 

This appropriation consistS ofprograms for children, youth. and 
families. tlie developmentally disaoled. and Native Americans, as 
well as Federal administrative costs. 

Head Bl(J.rl 

Head Start proVides comprehensive develCipm'ent sehices for low­
income children and famihes, emphasizing cognitive and langUage 
development, sociocmotiona) dc'\·elopment. physical and J:Jlcnial 

. health, and parentiriVolvement to enable each child to develop and 
'function at his or het highest potential. At least 10 percent of en­
rollment 0:R~rtunities in each State are made available t.o children 
with disalJillties. ,

The C!otDmittee, recommends $4,660,000,000 for the Head Start 
Program, an increase Of $312,567,000 above the 1998 level and the 

, tame as the budget tequ·est. This figure includes an advance oppro:. 
priation of $1,365,000.000. The Committee took this action because 
of the severe budget constraints. 

The Coimiiittee recommendation indudcs funding for the. expan­
sion of t.he Head Start. Program in an amount consistent With the 
,bipartisan bruanc'ed budget agre~m'ent. .The expansion funds shall 

. be used in a manner which is responsive to the needs of each com­
munity, as:idehtified in indiVidual nee'Cis assessments. ' 

. 
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