
Checklist for Speaker contacts 

Here are the speaker contacts - let me know right away if I have them wrong: 

Edd and Edwin Speaker: Mary Ellen McGuire 

Jacqueline Eccles: Sonia Chessen 
Jay Giedd: Sonia Chessen 
Angela Diaz: Ann O'Leary 
Karen Pittman: Sonia Chessen 
Susan Bales: Sonia Chessen 
Rhea Perlman and Danny DeVito: Shirley Sagawa 
Bob Davis: Ann O'Leary 
Laura Sessions Stepp: Shirley Sagawa 
Ellen Galinsky: Ann O'Leary 
Robert Blum: Heather Howard 
Emily McDonald: Shirley Sagawa 
Geoff Canada: Shirley Sagawa 
Gabriella Contreras: Shirley Sagawa 
Ben Casey: MaryEllen McGuire 
Jeff Brown: MaryEllen McGuire 
Jay Engelin: Ann O'Leary 
Katherine Newman: Ann O'Leary 

Speaker contacts are responsible for the following: 

"Auditioning," inviting, and confirming their speaker and making sure the speaker knows 
whether they are on the panel or speaking from the audience 

Informing all " i f time permits" speakers of the situation and letting them know that there is a 
chance they will not be called on. Also, telling them that they are listed as breakout session 
speakers so they will have the chance to speak in the event they are not called on. Ask that if 
they are called on in the moming session, that they not speak during the breakout - they can just 
say "since I had time to speak this moming, I ' l l not repeat myself so others will have a chance to 
talk-
Reviewing the speaker's talking points to make sure they seem to fit the time available, are the 
right points, and are on message 

Distributing the speakers handout to all your participants and answering any questions they have 

Providing edited bios for inclusion in the longer speaker bio document - send by email to 
MaryEllen McGuire by 10 am tomorrow 



INFORMATION FOR SPEAKERS 

Thank you for agreeing to speak at the White House Conference on Teenagers. We believe we 
have a very strong program lined up that will have an important impact on young people across 
the nation. We are very pleased that you are able to participate. We have been receiving 
questions from some of our speakers and thought everyone could benefit from the answers. 

Where do I go? 

All morning speakers (whether they are speaking on a panel or from the audience) should arrive 
at 8:30 am at the Northwest Gate of the White House. This gate is on Pennsylvania Avenue at 
the base of the circular drive leading up to the West Wing. You will be greeted by MaryEllen 
McGuire, anctyou will be escorte^you into the White House. We will do a brief walk through at 

qoy

r.[when] in the East Room of the White House and show you where you will be seated and where 
you will speak from. 

What do I do if I have a last minute problem? 

We strongly encourage all speakers to arrive in Washington the night before the conference. If 
for some reason you are held up in traffic or have another delay the morning of the conference, 
DO NOT LEAVE A VOICE MAIL MESSAGE FOR STAFF because we will be out ofthe 
office. Instead, please page MaryEllen McGuire or Shirley Sagawa by calling (202) 757-5000 
and giving a voice message to the operator. If you need to talk to us, tell the operator that you 
would like to do "call holding" and we will get to a phone and call into the operator immediately. 
The operator will connect us to you. 

Who is going to introduce me? Do I need to introduce myself? 

Mrs. Clinton will introduce all speakers except for the two keynote speakers, Edd and Edwin 
Speaker, who will be introduced by the President. She will give your name, affiliation, and a 
brief comment about what you are going to talk about. Therefore you do not need to start your 
remarks with "Hello, my name is x and I'm going to talk about y." 

When do I speak? 

Attached is the order of program. This is a confidential draft provided for your information only. 
Please do not circulate it. 

What happens if I exceed my time? 

The program is intended to run for 2 hours and 15 minutes. IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT ALL 
SPEAKERS STICK TO THE TIME LIMIT THEY HAVE BEEN ASSIGNED. All speakers 
except for the President and First Lady have been given just a few minutes to make their 
remarks. Our experience is that this format makes for a lively and information-packed program, 



and enables us to hear many different perspectives. However, the format also demands that every 
speaker be succinct and prepare, rehearse, and time their speech. If every speaker were to run 
over just 30 seconds, we will have to bump several speakers from the program. Due to the 
satellite times and scheduling constraints, we cannot allow the program to run long. 

Will I be interviewed by the press? Can I notify my local press that I am participating. 

Your remarks will be "on the record" - they will be available for use by the press, both print and 
broadcast. In addition, we assume all speakers are willing to be available to the press for 
additional interviews. If this is not the case, please let us know immediately. Feel free to notify 
your local or specialty press that you will be participating in the conference. The press contact 
for the conference in the First Lady's Office is Erika Batcheller, (202) 456-6266. 

Will my travel and accomodations be paid for? 

Unfortunately, the White House has no funds available for speaker travel or accommodations. 

How can my family and friends view the conference? 

The conference will be broadcast via satellite. For a list of viewing sites, or to set up your own, 
go to http://stm.xpandcorp.com. It is possible that one of the cable channels such as MS-NBC or 
C-Span will broadcast the conference, but we will not know for sure until the day of the 
conference. The conference will be taped and we will try to get all speakers a copy of the tape. 

Can I bring an extra guest? 

Unfortunately, we are not able to accommodate requests for additional people to attend the 
conference. Our space is extremely limited and we have received an unusually high rate of 
affirmative RSVPs. 

When will the conference end? 

At the conclusion of the morning session, lunch will be served in the State Dining Room. At 
approximately 1:30 pm, guests will be escorted to breakout sessions occurring in various rooms 
throughout the White House complex. You will be assigned to a specific breakout session. The 
sessions will take place from about 2 to 3:30 pm and will be moderated by a senior member of 
the administration and a member of Congress. A reception in the lovely and historic Indian 
Treaty Room in the Eisenhower Office Building will be held following the breakout sessions. 
The conference will conclude at approximately 5 pm. 



WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON TEENAGERS 
Program Draft 4/25/00 am 

9:58 Melanne Verveer welcomes audience and explains how the program will work, 
introduces video 

10:00 Opening Video: Montage of a diverse group of parents and teens speaking about 
their lives. 

POTUS and HRC announced into room Edd and Edwin Speaker, Cabinet 
members, and members of Congress. All take seats in the audience 
except POTUS and HRC. HRC proceeds to lectern. POTUS sits next to 
lectern. Panel I is already seated on stage. 

HRC speaks. HRC introduces POTUS and then sits with panel. 

POTUS speaks. Introduces Ed and Edwin Speaker. 

Edd Speaker: Talks about his own struggles and how important it has been for 
him to be there for Eric, also his efforts to get Eric into a good school. 

Edwin Speaker: Talks about his life as an African American teenager growing 
up in LA and his relationship with his father and a local club they belong 
to. 

POTUS makes closing remark and departs. 

10:30 HRC introduces topic of panel (who are today's teens and what do they need) and 
introduces panel members Jacqueline Eccles, Jay Giedd, and Karen 
Pittman. She calls on Jacqueline Eccles to speak first. 

Jacqueline Eccles discusses adolescent development, including the stages, peer 
cues, behavioral pressures, and the need for independence. 

HRC comments and introduces Dr. Jay Giedd, a scientist at the National Institute 
of Mental Health. 

Jay Giedd presents his recent research that suggests that an important phase of 
brain development occurs around puberty and what happens at that time 
matters and can set the stage for later successes or failures. 

HRC comments and introduces Dr. Susan Bales, President of the Frameworks 
Institute, who will speak from the audience. 



Susan Bales discusses research on the media's treatment of teens and how it 
differs from reality. 

HRC comments and introduces Dr. Karen Pittman, of the International Youth 
Foundation. 

Karen Pittman lays out the assets that all teenagers need - a caring adult, healthy 
habits, safe places, a good education, and the opportunity to give back. 

HRC comments and introduces Dr. Angela Diaz, a doctor with the Mt. Sinai 
Center on Adolescence, who will speak from the audience. 

Angela Diaz discusses the health care needs of teens she sees in her work and the 
challenges serving them. 

11:00 HRC comments, thanks panel, and invites panel II to take the stage. Panel I 
leaves the stage and panel I I , consisting of Laura Sessions Stepp, Robert 
Blum, Geoff Canada, and Gabriella Contreras are seated. 

HRC introduces the topic of the second panel - what parents can do to help teens 
and what communities can do to help teens and parents - and introduces 
first panelist, Laura Sessions Stepp, author of Our Last Best Shot and 
Washington Post families reporter. 

Laura Sessions Stepp outlines what we know about good parenting of teenagers. 

HRC comments and introduces Ellen Galinsky, President of the Work and Family 
Institute, who will speak from the audience. 

Ellen Galinsky speaks about the need for employers to think creatively about 
ways to help parents of teens connect with their children. 

HRC comments and introduces Dr. Robert Blum, University of Minnesota and 
Add Health study. 

Robert Blum discusses research that underscores the importance of teens being 
connected to their families and the community. 

HRC comments and introduces Emily McDonald, age 17, who is involved in 
community service in her hometown in Appalachia. She will speak from 
the audience. 

Emily McDonald describes her community, her classmates, her involvement in 
service, her relationship with her parents and grandmother. 



11:30 HRC comments and introduces Geoff Canada, author of Fist, Stick, Knife, Gun 
and founder of the Rheedlan Centers for Children and Families. 

Geoff Canada speaks about the role of community in the life of a teenager, 
particularly in the inner city. 

HRC comments, then, i f time permits, calls on several additional members of the 
audience to speak, beginning with Rev. Jeff Brown, with the Ten Points 
Coalition in Boston. 

Jeff Brown speaks about the importance of religion and values in raising teens 
and the program he works on with the Boston Police Department. 

HRC comments and i f time permits, introduces Bob Davis, CEO of Lycos, who 
will speak from the audience. 

Bob Davis discusses the new media and the need for tools for parents to help 
safeguard their children. 

HRC comments and introduces Jay Engelin, Principal of the Year, if time 
permits. 

Jay Engelin discusses the importance of parent involvement in middle and high 
school, high school reform, and afterschool programs. 

HRC comments and introduces Ben Casey, director of the Metropolitan Dallas 
YMCA, if time permits. 

Ben Casey speaks about his innovative efforts to involve parents with their teens 
through the YMCA. 

HRC comments and introduces Harvard anthropologist Dr. Katherine Newman, 
author of No Shame in My Game: The Working Poor in the Inner City, if 
time permits. 

Katherine Newman speaks about the responsibility of employers of youth to do 
more to help them succeed. 

12:00 HRC comments and introduces Gabriella Contreras, age 14. 

Gabriella Contreras speaks about her own experience with youth violence in her 
community and ways youth can be resources for other youth. 

HRC comments and provides closing comments. Mentions breakouts and lunch, 
invites satellite downlinks to continue talking and let us know what they 



conclude. 

Break for lunch. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

Rev. Jeff Brown 
Ten Point Coalition 
184 Raymond St 
Cambridge, MA 02140 

Dear Rev. Brown; 

On behalf of President and Mrs. Clinton, I am writing to invite you to speak at the White House 
Conference on Teenagers, to be held Tuesday, May 2, 2000, from 10 am to 5 pm. The 
conference, subtitled "Raising Responsible and Resourceful Youth," will explore: 

Evidence that the preteen years are as important as the first three years of life and set patterns 
for adult behavior and success; 

• Perceptions and realities about the role parents play in the lives of their teenage children; 

• The risks, challenges and anxieties faced by today's teens; 

• The impact of new media on youth and parenting; and 

• What parents, communities, and young people themselves can do to avoid risk behaviors to 
build a safe and successful path to adulthood. 

The opening session of the one-day conference will take place in the East Room with an 
audience comprised of parents and teens, educators, youth workers, foundation leaders, 
researchers, and policymakers. The opening session will be followed by lunch, breakout sessions 
hosted by Administration officials and members of Congress, and a closing reception. 

We would like you to speak from the audience during panel II on the topic of religion and 
values. Your remarks should be no more 3 minutes and should cover: 

• The work you are doing with The Ten Point Coalition 

• The importance of religion and values in raising today's teens 

Because the program is so tight, it is essential that each speaker cover the topic in the time 
allotted. We need you to provide a copy of your remarks for timing purposes and so we can 
ensure that there is no duplication among speakers. You should submit this information via 
email to MaryEllen_C._McGuire@who.eop.gov or by fax to 202/456-6244 by 5pm on Thursday. 

Please note that invitations have already been issued for the conference so we will be unable to 
allow speakers to bring additional guests. The public may, however, view the East Room portion 



ofthe conference live via satellite. Please visit http: / / stm .xpandcorp.com for more information 
on participating via satellite. 

We very much appreciate your willingness to speak at the conference. Please call me with any 
questions. We look forward to seeing you May 2. 

Sincerely, 

.1 \ ^ f fflb,, llhl 
MaryEllen McGuire 
Office of the First Lady 
202/456-2016 



INFORMATION FOR SPEAKERS 

Thank you for agreeing to speak at the White House Conference on Teenagers. We believe we 
have a very strong program lined up that will have an important impact on young people across 
the nation. We are very pleased that you are able to participate. We have been receiving 
questions from some of our speakers and thought everyone could benefit from the answers. 

Where do I go? 

All morning speakers (whether they are speaking on a panel or from the audience) should arrive 
at 8:30 am at the Northwest Gate of the White House. This gate is on Pennsylvania Avenue at 
the base of the circular drive leading up to the West Wing. You will be greeted by MaryEllen 
McGuire, and you will be escorted you into the White House. We will do a brief walk through at 
9 am in the East Room of the White House and show you where you will be seated and where 
you will speak from. 

What do I do if I have a last minute problem? 

We strongly encourage all speakers to arrive in Washington the night before the conference. If 
for some reason you are held up in traffic or have another delay the morning of the conference, 
DO NOT LEAVE A VOICE MAIL MESSAGE FOR STAFF because we will be out ofthe 
office. Instead, please page MaryEllen McGuire or Shirley Sagawa by calling (202) 757-5000 
and giving a voice message to the operator. If you need to talk to us, tell the operator that you 
would like to do "call holding" and we will get to a phone and call into the operator immediately. 
The operator will connect us to you. 

Who is going to introduce me? Do I need to introduce myself? 

Mrs. Clinton will introduce all speakers except for the two keynote speakers, Edd and Edwin 
Speaker, who will be introduced by the President. She will give your name, affiliation, and a 
brief comment about what you are going to talk about. Therefore you do not need to start your 
remarks with "Hello, my name is x and I'm going to talk about y." 

When do I speak? 

Attached is the order of program. This is a confidential draft provided for your information only. 
Please do not circulate it. 

What happens if I exceed my time? 

The program is intended to run for 2 hours and 15 minutes. IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT ALL 
SPEAKERS STICK TO THE TIME LIMIT THEY HAVE BEEN ASSIGNED. All speakers 
except for the President and First Lady have been given just a few minutes to make their 
remarks. Our experience is that this format makes for a lively and information-packed program, 
and enables us to hear many different perspectives. However, the format also demands that every 



speaker be succinct and prepare, rehearse, and time their speech. If every speaker were to run 
over just 30 seconds, we will have to bump several speakers from the program. Due to the 
satellite times and scheduling constraints, we cannot allow the program to run long. 

Will I be interviewed by the press? Can I notify my local press that I am participating. 

Your remarks will be "on the record" - they will be available for use by the press, both print and 
broadcast. In addition, we assume all speakers are willing to be available to the press for 
additional interviews. If this is not the case, please let us know immediately. Feel free to notify 
your local or specialty press that you will be participating in the conference. The press contact 
for the conference in the First Lady's Office is Erika Batcheller, (202) 456-6266. 

Will my travel and accomodations be paid for? 

Unfortunately, the White House has no funds available for speaker travel or accommodations. 

How can my family and friends view the conference? 

The conference will be broadcast via satellite. For a list of viewing sites, or to set up your own, 
go to http://stm.xpandcorp.com. It is possible that one of the cable channels such as MS-NBC or 
C-Span will broadcast the conference, but we will not know for sure until the day ofthe 
conference. The conference will be taped and we will try to get all speakers a copy of the tape. 

Can I bring an extra guest? 

Unfortunately, we are not able to accommodate requests for additional people to attend the 
conference. Our space is extremely limited and we have received an unusually high rate of 
affirmative RSVPs. 

When will the conference end? 

At the conclusion of the morning session, lunch will be served in the State Dining Room. At 
approximately 1:30 pm, guests will be escorted to breakout sessions occurring in various rooms 
throughout the White House complex. You will be assigned to a specific breakout session. The 
sessions will take place from about 2 to 3:30 pm and will be moderated by a senior member of 
the administration and a member of Congress. A reception in the lovely and historic Indian 
Treaty Room in the Eisenhower Office Building will be held following the breakout sessions. 
The conference will conclude at approximately 5 pm. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

Edd Speaker 
2322 West 74th 

Los Angeles, CA 90043 

Dear Mr. Speaker; 

On behalf of President and Mrs. Clinton, I am writing to invite you to speak at the White House 
Conference on Teenagers, to be held Tuesday, May 2, 2000, from 10 am to 5 pm. The 
conference, subtitled "Raising Responsible and Resourceful Youth," will explore: 

Evidence that the preteen years are as important as the first three years of life and set patterns 
for adult behavior and success; 

• Perceptions and realities about the role parents play in the lives of their teenage children; 

• The risks, challenges and anxieties faced by today's teens; 

• The impact of new media on youth and parenting; and 

• What parents, communities, and young people themselves can do to avoid risk behaviors to 
build a safe and successful path to adulthood. 

The opening session ofthe one-day conference will take place in the East Room with an 
audience comprised of parents and teens, educators, youth workers, foundation leaders, 
researchers, and policymakers. The opening session will be followed by lunch, breakout sessions 
hosted by Administration officials and members of Congress, and a closing reception. 

We would like you to speak on panel I I about your experiences raising Edwin and then 
introduce Edwin from the audience. Your remarks should be no more 4 minutes and should: 

• Discuss obstacles you have overcome as a parent and as a person to raise a successful son; 

• Tell us about the values you have tried to instill in Edwin (ie the importance of education, 
personal responsibility, involvement in community, etc.). 

Because the program is so tight, it is essential that each speaker cover the topic in the time 
allotted. We need you to provide a copy of your remarks for timing purposes and so we can 
ensure that there is no duplication among speakers. You should submit this information via 
email to MaryEllen_C._McGuire@who.eop.gov or by fax to 202/456-6244 by 3pm on Friday. 

Please note that invitations have already been issued for the conference so we will be unable to 
allow speakers to bring additional guests. The public may, however, view the East Room portion 



ofthe conference live via satellite. Please visit http ://stm. xpandcorp .com for more information 
on participating via satellite. 

We very much appreciate your willingness to speak at the conference. Please call me with any 
questions. We look forward to seeing you May 2. 

Sincerely, 

MaryEllen McGuire 
Office of the First Lady 
202/456-2016 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

Edwin Speaker 
2322 West 74th 

Los Angeles, CA 90043 

Dear Mr. Speaker; 

On behalf of President and Mrs. Clinton, I am writing to invite you to speak at the White House 
Conference on Teenagers, to be held Tuesday, May 2, 2000, from 10 am to 5 pm. The 
conference, subtitled "Raising Responsible and Resourceful Youth," will explore: 

• Evidence that the preteen years are as important as the first three years of life and set patterns 
for adult behavior and success; 

• Perceptions and realities about the role parents play in the lives of their teenage children; 

• The risks, challenges and anxieties faced by today's teens; 

• The impact of new media on youth and parenting; and 

• What parents, communities, and young people themselves can do to avoid risk behaviors to 
build a safe and successful path to adulthood. 

The opening session of the one-day conference will take place in the East Room with an 
audience comprised of parents and teens, educators, youth workers, foundation leaders, 
researchers, and policymakers. The opening session will be followed by lunch, breakout sessions 
hosted by Administration officials and members of Congress, and a closing reception. 

We would like you to speak from the audience during panel II after having been introduced by 
your Dad. Your remarks should be no more 3 minutes and should: 

• Discuss obstacles you and your Dad have overcome as parent and son over the past few 
years; 

• Include who and what have been the most important influences in your life (ie Dad, band). 

Because the program is so tight, it is essential that each speaker cover the topic in the time 
allotted. We need you to provide a copy of your remarks for timing purposes and so we can 
ensure that there is no duplication among speakers. You should submit this information via 
email to MaryEllen_C._McGuire@who.eop.gov or by fax to 202/456-6244 by 3pm on Friday. 

Please note that invitations have already been issued for the conference so we will be unable to 
allow speakers to bring additional guests. The public may, however, view the East Room portion 



of the conference live via satellite. Please visit http ://stm. xpandcorp .com for more information 
on participating via satellite. 

We very much appreciate your willingness to speak at the conference. Please call me with any 
questions. We look forward to seeing you May 2. 

Sincerely, 

/ 

MaryEllen McGuire 
Office of the First Lady 
202/456-2016 



INFORMATION FOR SPEAKERS 

Thank you for agreeing to speak at the White House Conference on Teenagers. We believe we 
have a very strong program lined up that will have an important impact on young people across 
the nation. We are very pleased that you are able to participate. We have been receiving 
questions from some of our speakers and thought everyone could benefit from the answers. 

Where do I go? 

All morning speakers (whether they are speaking on a panel or from the audience) should arrive 
at 8:30 am at the Northwest Gate of the White House. This gate is on Pennsylvania Avenue at 
the base of the circular drive leading up to the West Wing. You will be greeted by MaryEllen 
McGuire, and you will be escorted you into the White House. We will do a brief walk through at 
9 am in the East Room of the White House and show you where you will be seated and where 
you will speak from. 

What do I do if I have a last minute problem? 

We strongly encourage all speakers to arrive in Washington the night before the conference. If 
for some reason you are held up in traffic or have another delay the moming of the conference, 
DO NOT LEAVE A VOICE MAIL MESSAGE FOR STAFF because we will be out ofthe 
office. Instead, please page MaryEllen McGuire or Shirley Sagawa by calling (202) 757-5000 
and giving a voice message to the operator. If you need to talk to us, tell the operator that you 
would like to do "call holding" and we will get to a phone and call into the operator immediately. 
The operator will connect us to you. 

Who is going to introduce me? Do I need to introduce myself? 

Mrs. Clinton will introduce all speakers except for the two keynote speakers, Edd and Edwin 
Speaker, who will be introduced by the President. She will give your name, affiliation, and a 
brief comment about what you are going to talk about. Therefore you do not need to start your 
remarks with "Hello, my name is x and I'm going to talk about y." 

When do I speak? 

Attached is the order of program. This is a confidential draft provided for your information only. 
Please do not circulate it. 

What happens if I exceed my time? 

The program is intended to run for 2 hours and 15 minutes. IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT ALL 
SPEAKERS STICK TO THE TIME LIMIT THEY HAVE BEEN ASSIGNED. All speakers 
except for the President and First Lady have been given just a few minutes to make their 
remarks. Our experience is that this format makes for a lively and information-packed program, 
and enables us to hear many different perspectives. However, the format also demands that every 



speaker be succinct and prepare, rehearse, and time their speech. If every speaker were to run 
over just 30 seconds, we will have to bump several speakers from the program. Due to the 
satellite times and scheduling constraints, we cannot allow the program to run long. 

Will I be interviewed by the press? Can I notify my local press that I am participating. 

Your remarks will be "on the record" - they will be available for use by the press, both print and 
broadcast. In addition, we assume all speakers are willing to be available to the press for 
additional interviews. If this is not the case, please let us know immediately. Feel free to notify 
your local or specialty press that you will be participating in the conference. The press contact 
for the conference in the First Lady's Office is Erika Batcheller, (202) 456-6266. 

Will my travel and accomodations be paid for? 

Unfortunately, the White House has no funds available for speaker travel or accommodations. 

How can my family and friends view the conference? 

The conference will be broadcast via satellite. For a list of viewing sites, or to set up your own, 
go to http://stm.xpandcorp.com. It is possible that one of the cable channels such as MS-NBC or 
C-Span will broadcast the conference, but we will not know for sure until the day of the 
conference. The conference will be taped and we will try to get all speakers a copy of the tape. 

Can I bring an extra guest? 

Unfortunately, we are not able to accommodate requests for additional people to attend the 
conference. Our space is extremely limited and we have received an unusually high rate of 
affirmative RSVPs. 

When will the conference end? 

At the conclusion ofthe morning session, lunch will be served in the State Dining Room. At 
approximately 1:30 pm, guests will be escorted to breakout sessions occurring in various rooms 
throughout the White House complex. You will be assigned to a specific breakout session. The 
sessions will take place from about 2 to 3:30 pm and will be moderated by a senior member of 
the administration and a member of Congress. A reception in the lovely and historic Indian 
Treaty Room in the Eisenhower Office Building will be held following the breakout sessions. 
The conference will conclude at approximately 5 pm. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

Ben Casey 
President 
YMCA of Metropolitan Dallas 
601 North Akard Street 
Dallas, TX 75201 

Dear Mr. Casey: 

On behalf of President and Mrs. Clinton, I am writing to invite you to speak at the White House 
Conference on Teenagers, to be held Tuesday, May 2, 2000, from 10 am to 5 pm. The 
conference, subtitled "Raising Responsible and Resourceful Youth," will explore: 

Evidence that the preteen years are as important as the first three years of life and set patterns 
for adult behavior and success; 

• Perceptions and realities about the role parents play in the lives of their teenage children; 

• The risks, challenges and anxieties faced by today's teens; 

• The impact of new media on youth and parenting; and 

• What parents, communities, and young people themselves can do to avoid risk behaviors to 
build a safe and successful path to adulthood. 

The opening session of the one-day conference will take place in the East Room with an 
audience comprised of parents and teens, educators, youth workers, foundation leaders, 
researchers, and policymakers. The opening session will be followed by lunch, breakout sessions 
hosted by Administration officials and members of Congress, and a closing reception. 

We would like you to speak from the audience during panel II on parent involvement in 
community based programs. Your remarks should be no more 3 minutes and should cover: 

• How the Dallas YMCA involves parents 

• The effect involving parents has had on your program and the teens that it serves 

• How other programs can go about involving parents as program participants 

Because the program is so tight, it is essential that each speaker cover their topic in the time 
allotted. We need you to provide an outline of your remarks for timing purposes and to ensure 
that your remarks are not duplicated by other speakers. Please submit this information via email 
(MaryEllen C. McGuire@who.eop.gov) or by fax to (202) 456-6244 by 5pm on Thursday. 



In addition, please note that invitations have already been issued for the conference so we will be 
unable to allow speakers to bring additional guests. The public may, however, view the East 
Room portion of the conference live via satellite. Please visit http://stm.xpandcorp.com for 
more information on participating via satellite. 

We very much appreciate your willingness to speak at the conference. Please call me with any 
questions. We look forward to seeing you May 2. 

Sincerely, 

:'"/' (A, 
7 7viM /X ̂  

MaryEllen McGuire 
Office of the First Lady 
202/456-2016 


