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“Together, we can make a difference” is a school slagan wholeheartedly embraced

by MelLife/ NASSP National Principal of the Year 2000, Jay Engeln, principal of
William ). Palimer High Schonol in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 1tis the cornerslone
of an educational philosophy that brings together students, staff, parents, and
community members to support increased educational opportunities for all studests.
The slogan reflects a belief that the school can “give back” to the community and be
an integral part of the enviromuent in which it exists and expresses a commitment
to fostering an atmasphere in which collaboratinn and teamywark are daily realities.

As a student and athlcte in Evanston Township High Scheol in Hlinois, Engeln
began to show signs of Ieadership and promise. He was elected vice-president of
his dass, was en the honor roll, and was active in sparts, including sacces, hockey
and track. Engeln aredits several of his high school teachers and coachies with having
a profound influence on his career choices. Following graduation from high school
in 1970, Lie attended Colerado College, graduating i 1974 svith a degree in biology.
Engeln continued his education at the University of Colorado, where he carned a
master’s degree in stience edacalion.

fn 1974, Engeln began liis caseer in education as a sclence teacher and succer coach
i Colorado Springs. He taught biology and environmental science at Mitchell
High School and human anatomy and physiology at Doberty High School, placing
strong emphasis on studvnl interaction and involvement in the learing experlence.

| : ‘. .\-\'_'l\'i'l_élm Doherty High 5L‘|_\'oﬂ_l_,‘ [_’:':_.l'gcln was.a finalist for &ﬁdu'ﬂ'éaclxer of the
. Year. He arganized the first high school saccer team in Colorado Springs, playing

with his team in the Men's League since there were no other high school teams lo
compele apainst. During his tenure as enach, his teams won two slate high school
saccer championships and flve league championships. In 1985, he was named as-
the National High Schaol Soccer Coach of the Year. '

In1993, Io]lm"v{i_ng four yrars as assistant principal at Coranadu High Schaof, Engeln
was named principal of William ). Palmer High School. The school, located fo the

' heart of downtown Colurado Springs, included. aging buildings; n deciiniog and

transient: poputation: base, a ninth grade failure rate of 45%; an overall student

© dropout rate of 8.4%, and a negative image within the cominunity.

~ Engeln felt strongly that as the principal, his role was to provide direction and
support (ot initiatives that focused on impeoving student achievement thraugh the
" oreation of programs that met the needs of all the students. As a “risk-taker® he has

been thi calalyst for positive change.” However, he also strongly emphasizes the

important role thal each and every individual in the Palmer communily played in

making this progress possible. Under Engelu's leadership anid with the dedicated
support of staff, students, and commmity members, Paliner High School has become .
the pricle of Colaradcy Springs. Although the facilities are dated and resoueces
limited, staffl and students display a “can do” altilude that does not let physical
limitations define progress, - -
Often referred to as the “Flagship of School Distric 11,” Palmer High Schoal is
inundated with requests to attend the school. Envollment has aimust doubled since
Engeln assumed the role of principal, and construction projects ave underway to
provide facilities that will enhance the programs the schiw) con offer to its chientele.
The graduation rate has steadily increased and the drapout rate has declined to

3.4%. Test scores (ACT/SAT and TAP) are consistently among the highest in any

public or private school in the region. The school’s reputation is now one of
excellence in education.

Palmer High School’s more than 100 business partners support the school’s
educational anission. In addition, Engeln has been involved in several unusual
methods af oblaining support for school programs, Thiee years ago, he and several
students dribbled soccer balls 20 miles uphill to the 14,110-font summit of Pike’s
Peak lo raise funds foc the school library. Last year, Engeln rode his bicycle 324
miles acrass the state of Colorado to raise money for programs al the school. Last
fall, he promised students they could shave his head if they collected more than
16,400 pounds of fond for the local food bank. OFf course, they did just that.

As MelLife/NASSI® Nattonal Principal of the Year, Engeln will recelve a $10,000
prant, which he plans to use 1o support staff and student iniliatives that facus on
conlineally Improving student achicvement and strengtheniag the sense of
community that is embeaced by the school. Because the staff, students and
conumunily members have made Palmer High School what it is today, they will
play an important role in determining how the grant will be spent. Engebn plans to
use his title as National Principal of the Year to seinforce the sessage of commimity
involvenient in lhe educational process.
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Outline of remarks and bio

April 25, 2000

Outline of Remarks for the White House Conference on Teenagers

1. Role of schools in supporting teenagers
A. Youth are approximately 24% of the population but 100% of our
future. '
B. Our challenge is to meet the educational needs of all students in order
to prepare them for satisfying and productive careers, civic
responsibility and lifelong leaming.

II. Role of Parents in Improved Student Achievement
A. Tncreased student achievement occurs as parents are actively involved
with their child’s learning and the school and are given support in
these areas.

1. The school cannot do it alone — involvement of all entities of
the educational community, including parents, is critical for
success

2. School motto: “Together - we can make a difference”™

B. Examples of ways to enhance parent involverent at William J. Palmer
High School
1. Outreach to community - visit churches with predominantly
minority membership to dialogue with parents and community
members about ways to help students achieve

2. Dinner meetings with at risk students and their parents at
locations away from the school

3. Presence in the community — Hillside Community Center

ez, %ﬁ%'
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Bio

I have included a copy of the introduction used for the National Principal of the
Year Award Banquet — please feel free to use whatever you need from that bio.

A much shorter bio is included below.

“Together, we can make a difference” is a school slogan wholeheartedly
embraced by MetLife/National Association of Secondary School Principals
Principal of the Year — 2000, Jay T. Engeln, It is the cornerstone of an
educational philosophy that brings together students, staff, parents, alumni and
community mernbers to support increased educational opportunities for all
students. Engeln is currently completing his seventh year as principal at William
J. Palmer High School in Colorado Springs, Colorado. He previously worked as
assistant principal for four years and taught high school science for fifteen years.
Engeln received his undergraduate degree from Colorado College and his
Master’s from the University of Colorado. He was selected as the National High
School Soccer Coach of the Year in 1985 and a Colorado Teacher of the Year
finalist in 1987.

Four years ago, Engeln and five students dribbled soccer balls 20 miles up hill to
the summit of Pikes Peak to raise funds for the school library. Two years ago
Engeln rode a bicycle across Colorado (through the mountains) to raise money for
programs at the school.
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*Together, we can make a difference” is a schoo! slogan wholcheart=dly embraced
by MetLife/NASSP National Principal of the Year 2000, Jay Engels., principal of
William J. Palmer High School in Calorado Springs, Colorado. It is the cornerstone
of an educational philosophy that brings together students, staff, parcuts, and
compumity members to support increased educalional opportumities for all students.
The slogan reflects a belief that the schoal can “give back” to the community and be
an integral part of the enviranment in which it exists and expresses a commitment
to fostering an atmosphere in which collaboration and teamwork are daily realities.

As a student and athlete in Evansion Tosvnship High Schonol in Blinois, Eogeln
began to show signs af leadership and promise. He was elected vice-president of
his class, was on the honor wll, and was active in sports, including soccer, hockey
and track. Engeln credils several of his high school teachers and coachies with having
a profound influence on his career choices. Polluwing graduation from high school
in 1970, e attended Colorado Caol lege, graduating in 1974 witha degree in biolopy.
Engeln continued his education at the University of Colorado, where he earned a
master’s degree in science education.

In 1974, Engeln began his career in education as a science leacher and soccer cnach
in Colorado Springs. e taught biology and cavironmental science at Mitchell
Hiph Schoo] and human anatumy and physiology at Dolierty High School, placing
strong emphasis on student interaclion and involvement in the leaming experience.

While at Doherty High Schaol, Engeln was a {inalist for Colerado Teacher of the
Year. He organized the first high school soccer team in Colorado Springs, plaving.
with his team in the Men's League since there were no other high schooel teams 1o
compele against. During his tenure as coach, hig teams won two state high school
soccer championships and five Jeague championships. In 1985, he was named as
the Natianal High Schwol Socecer Coach of the Year.

in 1943, foltowing four years as assistant principal at Coronado High Schonl, Engeln
was named principal of Wiflinm J. Palmer Nigh School. The schoal, Jocated in the
heart of downlown Colorado Springs, incuded aging buildings, a declining and
translent populatton base, a ninth grade failure rate of 45%, an overall student
dropout rate of B.A%, and a negative image within the community,

Engeln felt stronghy that as the principal, his role was to provide direction and
suppart for imtliatives thal focused on tmproving sludent achievement through the
creation of programs that met the needs of all the students. As a “risk-laker” he has
been the catalyst for positive change. However, he also strongly emmphasizes the
impartant rale that each and every individaal in the Palmer community played in
making (his progress possible. Under Engeln's Jeadership and with the dedicated
suppart of staff, students, and community members, Palmer High School has become
the pride af Colorado Springs. ‘Although the facililics are dated and resources
limited, staff anl students display a “can do” atlitude that does not let physical
limitations define progress.

Qiten referred to as the “Flagship of School District 11, Palmier High School is
inundated with requests (o attend the school. Enrollment has almost doubled since
Engeln assumed the role of principal, and construction projects are tnderway to
provide facilities that will enhance the programs the school can offer to its clientele.
The graduation tale has steadily increased and the dropout rate has declined to
3.4%. Test scores (ACT/SAT and TAP) are consistently among the highest in any
public or private school in the region. The school’s reputation is now ane of
excellence in education.

Palmer High School’s more than 100 business pariness support the school’s
educational mission. In addition, Engeln has been invelved in several unuswal
methads of abtaining support for schoo) pragrams. Three years ago, he and several
students dribbled soecer balls 20 miles uphill to the 14,110-foat summit of Pike's
'eak lo ralse funds for the schoo] library. Last year, Engeln rade his bicycle 324
miles acrass the state of Colorada to raise money far programs at the school. Last
fall, he promised rludenls they could shave his hiead if they collected more than
16,000 paunds of foed for the local food bank. Of course, they did just that,

As MetLife/NASSP Nalional Principal of the Yenr, Engeln will receive a $10,600
grant, which he plans to use to support staff and student initiatives that focus on
continually improving student achicvement and strengthening the sense of
cammunily that is embraced by the school. Because the staff, students and
community members have made Paliner High School whal il is today, they will
play an important role in determining how the grant will be spent. Engeln plans to
use his title as National Principal of the Year th reinforce the message of community
imvolvement in the educational process.

W

00/8¢/%0

Xvd ¢T:90 JL

&y

Foo



04/25,00 TUE 06:14 FAX

FAX

Date 5;/»25;/@0

Nupber of pages including cover sheat 2

To: -
ﬂn n M . O leary
_ Special Assistant _te the Presidest
Sor Lemestic /a//'C',/ and
Sen/or ﬂe{_gligr +- tha F."Jf l‘Jy

Phone
Fax Phone 02) Y5E-E2YY
(. @_3,

REMARKS:

[@oo1

WILLTAM J. PALMER HICH SCHOGL

301 N. NEVADA AVENUE

COLORARQ SPRINEGS, CC 8Q¢SC3

From:

jg.u Ena e,]n
7 v

Phone
fax Phone

719-328-3000

719-328-3001




