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Dear Mary Ellen, 

I recently sent the First Lady a copy of my latest draft of the book, "Up and Out: Poverty, 
Education, and the Single Parent." This is the book associated with the Arkansas Single Parent 
Scholarship Fund. T just realized today that the table of contents was not included and that page 
49 is not complete. If it is convenient, please replace p. A9 with the page enclosed and place the 
table of contents after the dedication to Diane Blair. Please offer my apology for this omission. 

Wannest regards, , 

Lori Holyfield ^ 
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i n - f o u r c h i l d r e n i n the U.S. l i v i n g i n poverty and more than 

h a l f of them r e s i d i n g i n female-headed households. 1 7 These 

f i g u r e s are double t h a t of our neighbor t o the n o r t h , 

Canada, and are ten times t h a t of Sweden.19 As t a b l e 2.1 

demonstrates, when we combine race, e t h n i c i t y , and age, the 

f i g u r e s become even more dramatic. 

Table 2.1 

[about here] 

When we consider the youngest of these, we f i n d t h a t 

among female headed Latino f a m i l i e s , 72 percent of c h i l d r e n 

under the age of s i x l i v e i n poverty. For A f r i c a n American 

c h i l d r e n i n the same age category, 73 percent of those i n 

female headed households remain i n poverty. 1' Poverty i n 

our country i s hardly a random event. Yet, when we search 

f o r causes, we f i n d ourselves tangled i n the r h e t o r i c of 

i n d i v i d u a l i s m . 
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