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The following people have recently requested information regarding Kaki's work at the White 
House: 

NBC News 
Mary Anne DeCandia 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
Room 280E 
New York, NY 10112 
212-664-7123 
Fed Ex: ^|^^||g|(Sending set of photos 1/6/99) £.00 [J 

USA Today 
Kathy Kiely 
703-276-6406 
Wants to have to keep on file, but doesn't expect to use right away 
(Will leave in briefing room for pick-up 1/6/99) 

Good Morning America 
Carolyn Durand 
212-456-6484 
Wants to have Kaki on the show and would use photos, if on the show, of what she did at the 
WH to give a sense of her/Clinton's style... "wouldn't violate privacy of Clinton's by asking 
much about what she's doing in Chappaqua house" -
(NOTE: I told we'd try to get her some answer, but not sure if should come from us or Kaki) 

Today Show 
Susan Friedman 
1-800-622-9378 x6060 
(Left message 1/6/99, note she's in LA and could get from NBC News, see above) 

Inside Edition 
Joanna Jacobs 
1-800-334-8466 x5512 
(Left message 1/6/99) 
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Memorandum 

DATE: January 6, 2000 

TO: Shirley Sagawa 

FROM: Johanna Oswald 

RE: Media Contacts 

The following people have recently requested information regarding Kaki's work at 
The White House: 

NBC News 

Inside Edition 

USA Today 

Good Morning America 

Today Show 

Molly Decandia 

Joanna Jacobs 

Kathy Kiely 

Carolyn Durand 

Susan Friedman 

212-664-7123 

1-800-334-8466 x 5512 

703-276-6406 

212-456-6484 

1-800-622-9378 x 6060 

5116 Kavanaugh Boulevard • Little Rock. Arkansas 72207 • (501)666-6966 * Fax (501) 666-2314 
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- . The upstairs of the White •' - . 
.fjpuse is the Clintons' private 1 .J . . _ 
-horrie; where family, friends, . 

^^Aand;guests gather. "I thought s u ^ •. 
M S ^ ^ j ^ ^ l o n g e d In the White . ; 

'^u|i|;r^ald,MrsCllnton,:"and\ .. ;,•;». >•'• •;• 
ertalO^tiie Chihuly lbowl] Is . . f ^ ; 
^xarnp ie of how they can fit <V :, .• v.
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| i ® t h ^ B t h - : . and ' 1 9 t h - ; . ; : ' ; ^ X ^ M ^ r ' • •••• •• 

%#;here'now-* On the; wall above ,; .:;^:f ^ J}: 
'l|^^?$iano:are two paintings (on ^ g , 
S&^ioan): 'De Kooning's abstrart, ' « :"-
v.'-"" 'ribbon-like "Untitled XXXIX." 

-' and Kandinsky's festive "Croup ^ 
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+THE WHITE HOUSE MAY BE THE PEOPLE'S HOUSE, 
but it's also tlie Clintons' home. And while some one million 
tourists traipse through the first-floor public rooms each year, 
upstairs is reserved exclusively for the first family, friends, and 
guests. Here the first lady decorates tlie rooms and decides 
which paintings to hang above the mantel and sofa. The 
choices Millar)' Rodham Clinton has made reveal a first lady 
who is acutely aware of history but hipper than you might expect. 
She's in love with the color yellow, frog miniatures, Indian 
pottery glistening glass, abstract art, American sculpture and 
contemporary craft. 

Mrs. Clinton is the first first lady to welcome the 20tli 
century into the White House, In the cheery second-floor corri­
dor of the private quarters, a brilliant yellow bowl by Seattle glass 
maestro Dale Chihuly rests on a pair of ISth-century partners' 
desks pushed together to form an octagonal top. The shell-shaped 
glass sparkles against mellow mahogany wood, Hanging above a 
baby grand piano a few feet away are two paintings by artists once 
considered avant-garde but now accepted as among the most 
influential of this century: Willem de Kooning (1904-1997) and 
Wassily Kandinsky (1866-1944). 

"1 wanted to reflect more of a twentieth-century aesthetic," 
Mrs. Clinton told Traditional Home in an exclusive interview. " I 
think you always have to be moving forward in a house or a muse­
um, and the White House is both. 1 worked hard to update the 
house and make sure it always reflected not just history but the 
dynamic movement of American society." (And that's no easy task, 
when White House rules, formed by the Committee for the 
Preservation of the White House in 1961, exclude any artwork by 
living artists. For instance, the brilliant bowl by Chihuly, the 
world's most famous glass artist, can be displayed only in the first 
family's private rooms.) 

Despite restrictions, Mrs. Clinton has managed to infuse 
the public rooms with a new sensibility. In tlie Green Room, 
above a crisply caived settee by well-known Federal cabinetmak­
er Duncan Phyfc, hangs a cloudy sunset, "Sand Dunes at Sunset, 
Atlantic City," painted by Henry Ossawa Tanner in 18S5. 
It's the first painting by an African-American artist to enter 
the White House collection, On the opposite wall, Georgia 
O'Keeffe's abstract "Bear Lake, New Mexico" crowns a Federal 
secretary. It's the collection's first painting by a ZOth-contuiy 
American woman. 

Traditional. Hone M a r c h 2 0 0 0 
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But what's missing is even more reveal-
ig. Mrs. Clinton never selected her own 

Vhite House china pattern, as other first 
;tdies (with the exception of Pat Nixon, 
3etty Ford, and Barbara Bush) have done. 
Instead, she opted to fill in missing and 
broken Lennox plates from the Wilson and 
Franklin Roosevelt eras, so she could serve 

full state dinner on matching cbina. 
Perhaps a practical Midwestern ethic— 

restore, and revive—guided some design 
decisions, but clearly White House decora­
tor Kaki Hockersmith had a starring role. 
"Kaki and 1 are sympatico on so many lev­
els," said Mrs. Clinton, who first hired the 
designer to redecorate the Arkansas 
Governor's Mansion in 1990. "1 really could 
count on her to not only reflect our taste 
but also our commitment to history." 

It was Hockersmith who rummaged 
through the White House basement and 
found the two ISth-century blue-and-white 
tobacco jars that now take pride of place on 
die mantel in the president's study, known 
as the Treaty Room, She also dug up the 
original walnut Cabinet table (ordered by President Grant 
for the Cabinet Rpom), a Chippendale mahogany sofa from 
around 1760 (the oldest piece of seat furniture in the house), 
and Benjamin Franklin's portrait. 

When selecting art and antiques, pedigree matters to 
Mrs. Clinton. "I've tried to pull out anything of real historic 
value that represented a former president with whom my IK 

husband or I had some land of affinity," she explains. 
For example, a small conference room was refur­
bished and filled with FDR artifacts. " I went on the 
hunt to find any of the maps that were diere when 
President Franklin Roosevelt used the room as a map 
room during World War I I , " recalls Mrs. Clinton. "1 
was fortunate enough to finally find one of the men 
who had served as a military aide to the president. 

Opposite and left; Mrs. Clinton displays gifts from visit­
ing heads of state in the curved niches of the living 
room. "Last year, we repainted and gilded part of the 
celling relief," said interior designer Kaki Hockersmith. 
Mrs. Clinton selected a Cezanne landscape, part of the 
White House collection, to hang above the fireplace. 
Above: Sister Parish covered the walls in the family 
dining room with Zuber paper depicting a Revolutionary 
War battle scene, but the Clintons wanted a change of 
scenery. To protect the Zuber paper, Hockersmith 
installed batons and upholstered the walls in pale green 
silk, top. Mrs. Clinton selected Edmund Tarbell's 
"Marjorie and Little Edmund," and President Clinton 
picked Guy Wiggins's "Gloucester Harbor." 

March 20O0 Traditional Horns 99 
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Above left: In the Green room, a sandy sunset painted by Henry Tanner in 1885 was the first painting by an African-American artist to enter the 
official White House collection. Above right: The Blue Room is now papered with a chamois-colored medallion design produced by Brunschwig 
and Fils. The rich sapphire-blue-and-gold silk curtains and seat fabric by Scalamandre replaced paler blues used in the Kennedy era Historic por­
traits (Mrs.Monroe, above right) dot the walls.The playful trompe I'oell paper border was improved upon by Mrs. Clinton, who suggested the 
cut-out elipse at top . Below left: The Grand Staircase, between the family and state floors, where Hockesmith copied the star-motif stalrpost 
onto the gold-bordered red carpet. Below right: A mountain scene by modernist pioneer O'Keeffe crowns a Federal secretary. 

T w i i t i o n a l Horo | March 
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Above and lower right: "For the state dining room, we selected a stone color in keeping with the Georgian-style woodwork," said Hockersmith. 
"The frieze and pilasters have been glazed to enhance the architectural elements. The multicolored silk brocade drapery fabric was specially 
reproduced by Schumacher based on an 18th-century design. The eagle pedestal console tables were designed by Stanford White in 1902, and 
had been painted and glazed in 1961. We returned them to their original mahogany finish." Below left: Mrs. Clinton and her husband spent their 
first date in the garden of an art gallery filled with American sculpture. At the White House, modern sculpture is displayed in a traditional 
setting—ensconced between trimmed boxwood trees. Pictured are works on loan by Isamu Noguchi, William Zorach, and Auguste Rodin. 

March 2000 Tradi t iona l Hon» 101 
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He (NAM l i TK] bad the last map the pres­
ident look-eel at right before he.died." The 
last situation map prepared for him, on 
April 3, 1945, now hangs above the sand­
stone mantel in the Map Room. 

But White Mouse walls can't contain 
Mrs. Clinton's enthusiasm for modern 
sculpture, one of her favorite art forms. 
(Tbe first date she had with her husband 
was in the sculpture garden of Yale Art 
Caller)', where Henry Moore bronzes were 
on display.) American sculpture has taken 
root in the JacrpieKne Kennedy Garden, 
which visitors can see through the glass 
walls of the East Colonnade. A series of 
sculpture installations began in 1994, and 
the eighth show—curated by Denver Art 
Museum director Lewis Sharp—is now in 
progress. Mrs. Clinton credits the Little 
Rock-based designer, a member of the 
Committee for the Preservation of tbe 
White House, for coming up with the idea. 
It was a stroke of genius: Because tbe 20tli-
century sculpture is outdoors, die dead-
artist rule doesn't apply. 

Mrs. Clinton would like to see sculpture 
permanently planted in the garden. "1 also 
hope the efforts to bring 20th-century ait 
and high-quality crafts continues. We 
should not only reflect the best of the 20th 
centun but, moving forward, add some 
sense of the progress that we've made in 
entertaining and the arts in the last years." 

To buy art and antiques and fix wom 
rugs and peeling paint. Rosalyn Carter cre­
ated the White Mouse Endowment Fund 
in 1979. It now totals S25 million, half of 
which was raised in the last six years. By 
filling the kitty for future first families, 
Mrs. Clinton will leave the White House a 
better place than she found it. + 

l&OO? 

Above: In the president's study, 
the Cabinet table, right, appears in 
the painting "The Signing of the 
Peace Protocol Between Spain and 
United States, August 12, 1898," 
by Theobald Chartran. It hangs 
above a Chippendale sofa, circa 
1760, the oldest seat furntiure in 
the White House. Left: Before 
redesign. Below left: The first lady, 
decorator Kaki Hockersmith, and 
Tradtional Home edrtor-in-chief 
Karol DeWulf Nickell in the White 
House. Below; Round table by 
Anthony Quervelle, circa 1829. 
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The Donald ditches The Dish 

Donald Trump won't have Melania Knauss at his 
side if he should run for and win the White House. 

The model-loving real estate mogul confirmed 
Tuesday that it's over for him and the 
Slovenian-born Knauss, his companion for the past 
year. 

" I have incredible love and respect for Melania, and 
who knows what ultimately will happen," Trump 
said in a statement via a spokeswoman. , Hv Jiiininc 

Ask me a question 

Knauss, 26, has been at Trump's side for weeks as 
he pumped up a possible presidential bid. 
February's Talk magazine offers a double-page 
spread of leggy Knauss, in a small red bikini, 
stretched out on a blue rug with what looks like the presidential seal. 
"A Model First Lady" is the headline. 

More startlingly, she posed for nude shots for the British GQ 
magazine, aboard Trump's plane, including on the bed. This might not 
have played well in a presidential campaign. Knauss had no comment 
on the breakup, said Annie Veltri, president of Trump's T Management 
agency. 

It appears Trump, 53, dumped Knauss; the New York Post reports he 
then fled to his Mar-a-Lago Club in Palm Beach and quotes a source as 
saying Knauss is "heartbroken." She maintained a separate New York 
residence. 

Roger Stone, political consultant to Trump, told USA TODAY'S Tom 
Squitieri Tuesday: "People recognize that (Trump) is single and this is 
a woman he was dating. I don't think it has any political 
consequences." But the gorgeous Knauss was a big draw on the 
campaign trail, applauded wildly. "Wouldn't she make a great first 
lady?" the twice-divorced Trump would say repeatedly. Her absence 
will disappoint many at Trump's Reform Party bash Friday at 
Mar-a-Lago. 

Trump appeared Tuesday on Live With Regis & Kathie Lee. The news 
was just out, but Kathie Lee said, "We don't want to ask about his love 
life."(We don't?) Trump, due to attend her Broadway show, thanked 
her. 

1 o f 3 1/12/2000 12:11 PM 
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SPIFFING UP: Kaki Hockersmith, interior designer friend of another 
candidate, Hillary Rodham Clinton, was on TV Tuesday talking about 
the White House. But not about the "Westchester White House." 

Hockersmith's work on public and private rooms she helped refurbish 
at 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. is featured in the March Traditional Home, 
and she's at work on the Clintons' Chappaqua, N.Y., house. She told 
Good Morning America she is working with "designers in the home 
furnishings industry in New York" but wouldn't discuss how much 
new furniture the Clintons may buy. 

However, the Traditional Home layout offers clues to the Clinton 
tastes. The first lady loves yellow, frog miniatures, Indian pottery, 
glass, American sculpture and contemporary craft. 

The first lady is supposed to be getting a housewarming shower 
shortly. But she'll also have a baby gift to give. Her social secretary, 
Capricia Marshall, expects a baby next week. A hard-charger like her 
boss, Marshall is still at work. 

OPENINGS: Kate Winslet was fully clothed at the premiere of Holy 
Smoke on Monday, in black leather pants and long white Nicole Fahri 
coat. But she does full frontal nudity in Jane Campion's tale of an 
Aussie girl facing off with a cult deprogrammer (Harvey Keitel). 

The Titanic star said both she and hubby Jim Threapleton were "pretty 
shell-shocked" when they saw it, although he'd seen the script. "It was 
a real shocker, more sort of in your face than I ever thought it would 
be." 

At 24, she doesn't have to worry much about her figure, but in her next, 
Quills, she avoids sex (including S&M), although she plays a 
confidante of the Marquis de Sade (Geoffrey Rush). Yes, she has seen 
Leonardo DiCaprio, "about four months ago and he was very well." 

I sat in a theater seat marked for Harvey Weinstein, Miramax Films 
chief. 

But no way was Harvey going to be there; he's still recovering, his staff 
said, from a bacterial infection. They would not say whether he's still 
in the hospital. 

In L.A., DiCaprio spent time Monday night at the exclusive upstairs of 
Dublin's, a Sunset Boulevard spot. He mingled with younger kids at 
Rod Stewart's little gathering with his son at a back table for the 
singer's 55th birthday. 

DiCaprio attracted little attention, in glasses with his blue baseball cap 
pulled low. Stewart seemed dateless, with only some male friends. 

This column appears Tuesday through Friday. 

2 of 3 1/12/2000 12:11 PM 
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+THE WHITE HOUSE MAY BE THE PEOPLE'S HOUSE, 
but it's also the Clintons' home. And while some one million 
tourists traipse through the first-floor public rooms each year, 
upstairs is reserved exclusively for the first family, friends, and 
guests. Here the first lady decorates the rooms and decides 
which paintings to hang above the mantel and sofa. The 
choices Millar)' Rodham Clinton has made reveal a first lady 
who is acutely aware of history but hipper than you might expect, 
She's in love with the color yellow, frog miniatures, Indian 
pottery glistening glass, abstract art, American sculpture and 
contemporary craft. 

Mrs. Clinton is the first first lady to welcome the 20th 
century into the White Mouse. In the cheery second-floor corri­
dor of the private quarters, a brilliant yellow bowl by Seattle glass 
maestro Dale Chihuly rests on a pair of 18th-century partners' 
desks pushed together to form an octagonal top, The shell-shaped 
glass sparkles against mellow mahogany wood, Hanging above a 
baby grand piano a few feet away are two paintings by artists once 
considered avant-garde but how accepted as among the most 
influential of this century: Willem de Kooning (1904-1997) and 
Wassily Kandinsky (1866-1944). 

" I wanted to reflect more of a twentieth-century aesthetic," 
Mrs. Clinton told Traditional Home in an exclusive interview. " I 
think you always have to be moving forward in a house or a muse­
um, and the White House Is both. 1 worked hard to update tbe 
house and make sure it always reflected not just history but the 
dynamic movement of American society." (And that's no easy task, 
when White House rules, formed by the Committee for the 
Preservation of the White House in 1961, exclude any artwork by 
living artists, For instance, the brilliant bowl by Chihuly, the 
world's most famous glass artist, can be displayed only in the first 
family's private rooms.) 

Despite restrictions, Mrs. Clinton has managed to infuse 
the public rooms with a new sensibility. In the Green Room, 
above a crisply caived settee by well-known Federal cabinetmak­
er Duncan Phyfc, hangs a cloudy sunset, "Sand Dunes at Sunset, 
Atlantic City," painted by Henry Ossawa Tanner in 1885. 
It's the first painting by an African-American artist to enter 
the White House collection. On the opposite wall, Georgia 
O'Keeffe's abstract "Bear Lake, New Mexico" crowns a Federal 
secretary. It's the collection's first painting by a ZOth-uentury 
American woman. 
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But what's missing is even more reveal-
g. Mrs. Clinton never selected her own 
liite House china patterrt, as other first 
.dies (with the exception of Pat Nixon, 
etty Ford, and Barbara Bush) have done, 
nstead, she opted to fill in missing and 
iroken Lennox plates from the Wilson and 
'Yanklin Roosevelt eras, so she could serve 
full state dinner on matching cbina. 
Perhaps a practical Midwestern ethic— 

estore and revive—guided some design 
decisions, but clearly White House decora­
tor Kaki Hockersmith had a starring role. 
"Kaki and I are sympatico on so many lev­
els," said Mrs. Clinton, who first hired the 
designer to redecorate the Arkansas 
Governor's Mansion in 1990. " I really could 
count on her to not only reflect our taste 
but also our commitment to history." 

It was Hockersmith who rummaged 
through the White House basement and 
found the two ISth-century blue-and-white 
tobacco jars that now take pride of place on 
tlie mantel in the president's study, known 
as the Treaty Room. She also dug up the 
original walnut Cabinet table (ordered by President Grant 
for the Cabinet Rpom), a Chippendale mahogany sofa from 
around 1760 (the oldest piece of seat furniture in the house), 
and Benjamin Franklin's portrait. 

When selecting art and antiques, pedigree matters to 
Mrs. Clinton. "I've tried to pull out anything of real historic 
value that represented a former president with whom my 
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husband or I had some land of affinity," she explains. 
For example, a small conference room was refur­
bished and filled with FDR artifacts. "1 went on the 
hunt to find any of the maps that were there when 
President Franklin Roosevelt used the room as a map 
room during World War I I , " recalls Mrs. Clinton. "1 
was fortunate enough to finally find one of the men 
who had served as a military aide to the president. 

Opposite and left; Mrs. Clinton displays gifts from visit­
ing heads of state in the curved niches of the living 
room. "Last year, we repainted and gilded part of the 
celling relief," said interior designer Kaki Hockersmith. 
Mrs. Clinton selected a Cezanne landscape, part of the 
White House collection, to hang above the fireplace. 
Above: Sister Parish covered the walls in the family 
dining room with Zuber paper depicting a Revolutionary 
War battle scene, but the Clintons wanted a change of 
scenery. To protect the Zuber paper, Hockersmith 
Installed batons and upholstered the walls in pale green 
silk, top. Mrs. Clinton selected Edmund Tarbell's 
"Marjorie and Little Edmund," and President Clinton 
picked Guy Wiggins's "Gloucester Harbor." 
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Above left: In the Green room, a sandy sunset painted by Henry Tanner in 1885 was the first painting by an African-American artist to enter the 
official White House collection. Above right: The Blue Room Is now papered with a chamois-colored medallion design produced by Brunschwig 
and Fils. The rich sapphire-blue-and-gold silk curtains and seat fabric by Scalamandre replaced paler blues used in the Kennedy era Historic por­
traits (Mrs.Monroe, above right; dot the walls.The playful trompe I'oell paper border was improved upon by Mrs. Clinton, who suggested the 
cut-out elipse at top . Below left: The Grand Staircase, between the family and state floors, where Hockesmith copied the star-motif stalrpost 
onto the gold-bordered red carpet. Below right: A mountain scene by modernist pioneer O'Keeffe crowns a Federal secretary. 
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Above and lower right: "For the state dining room, we selected a stone color In keeping with the Georgian-style woodwork," said Hockersmith. 
"The frieze and pilasters have been glazed to enhance the architectural elements. The multicolored silk brocade drapery fabric was specially 
reproduced by Schumacher based on an 18th-century design. The eagle pedestal console tables were designed by Stanford White in 1902, and 
had been painted and glazed In 1961. We returned them to their original mahogany finish." Below left: Mrs. Clinton and her husband spent their 
first date In the garden of an art gallery filled with American sculpture. At the White House, modern sculpture Is displayed In a traditional 
setting—ensconced between trimmed boxwood trees. Pictured are works on loan by Isamu Noguchi, William Zorach, and Auguste Rodin. 
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He [NAME TK] had the last map the pres­
ident looked at right before, he.died." The 
last situation map prepared for him, on 
April 3, 1945, now hangs above the sand­
stone mantel in tlie Map Room. 

But White House walls can't contain 
Mrs, Clinton's enthusiasm for modern 
sculpture, one of her favorite art forms. 
(The first date she had with her husband 
was in the sculpture garden of Yale Art 
Gallery, where Henry Moore bronzes were 
on display.) American sculpture has taken 
root in the Jacqueline Kennedy Garden, 
which visitors can see through the glass 
walls of the East Colonnade. A series of 
sculpture installations began in 1994, and 
the eighth show—curated by Denver Art 
Museum director Lewis Sharp—is now in 
progress, Mrs. Clinton credits tbe Little 
Rock-based designer, a member of the 
Committee for the Preservation of the 
White House, for coming up with the idea. 
It was a stroke of genius: Because the 20th-
century sculpture is outdoors, the dead-
artist rule doesn't apply, 

Mrs. Clinton would like to see sculpture 
permanently planted in the garden. " I also 
hope the efforts to bring 20th-century art 
and high-quality crafts continues. We 
should not only refiect the best of the 20th 
centun- but, moving forward, add some 
sense of the progress that we've made in 
entertaining and tbe arts in the last years." 

To buy art and antiques and fix wom 
rugs and peeling paint, Rosalyn Carter cre­
ated the White House Endowment Fund 
in 3979. It now totals S25 million, half of 
which was raised in the last six years. By 
filling the kitty for future first families, 
Mrs. Clinton will leave the White House a 
better place than she found It. + 
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Above: In the president's study, 
the Cabinet table, right, appears In 
the painting "The Signing of the 
Peace Protocol Between Spain and 
United States, August 12, 1B98,* 
by Theobald Chartran. It hangs 
above a Chippendale sofa, circa 
1760, the oldest seat furntiure in 
the White House. Left: Before 
redesign. Below left: The first lady, 
decorator Kaki Hockersmith, and 
Tradtional Home editor-in-chief 
Karol DeWulf Nickell in the White 
House. Below; Round table by 
Anthony Quervelle, circa 1829. 
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