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APVISORY QQMM\TTtt 
FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
W O M E N ' S PARK OF C H I C A G O 

(Confirmations as of 1-20-98) 

Nadine Arroyo 
5626 S. Green 
Chicago, II 60621 

Nofa Haleem Atawneh 
9033 S. Parkside 
Oaklawn, II 60453 

Marcy Bairn 312/326-2923 
1900 S. Prairie Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 60616 

Tracy Bairn 773/871 -7610 
Publisher and Managing Editor 773/871-7609 (fax) 
Lambda Publications, inc. 
1115 West Belmont, Suite 2-D 
Chicago, II 60657 

Melissa Barber 
Chicago Women in Trades 
220 S. Ashland #101 
Chicago, II 60607 

Ida Bialik 
Women in Business Yellow Pages 
819 S.Wabash #606 
Chicago, tl 60605 

Janet Bloch 312/328-0038 
Co-Director 312/328-1108 (fax) 
Women Made Gallery 
1900 South Prairie Ave. 
Chicago, 1160616 

Sarah Bogan 773/327-0684 
President 773/327-0723 (fax) 
The National Society of Colonial Dames of America in The State of Illinois 
2500 North Lake view #3103 
Chicago, Illinois 60614 

Nancy Chen 
USDOR Women's Bureau 
230 S. Dearborn, #1022 
Chicago, II. 60604 
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Ann Christophersen, Co -owner 773/769-9299 
Women and Children First Bookstore 
5233 N. Clark 
Chicago, II 60640 

Betsy Ebeling 
Chicago Office of Tourism 
Department of Cultural Affairs 
78 East Washington 

Chicago. Illinois 60602 312/744-9350 

Joan Hill 
1081 W. 108*51. 
Chicago, II 60643 
(African Council) 
Jean Hunt 312/938-0990 
Womens History Project 
400 East Randolph, suite 3910 
Chicago, II 60601 

Njoki Kamu 
2142 Maple 
Evanston, il. 60201 
(African Council) 

CC Krohne 847/952-0950 
Chicago Womens Labor History Project 
310 S. Beau Drive #7 
Des Plaines, II 60016 

Micki Leventhal 312/326-1480 
Program Director - 312/326-1397 (fax) 
Prairie House Museums 
1800 South Prairie Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60616 

Cece Lobin, Director 312/744-4113 
Women's Council 
Human Relations Commission 
City of Chicago 
510 N. Peshtigo Court 
Chicago, II. 60611 

Barbara Lynne, Executive Director 
Near South Planning Board 
1727 South Indiana Avenue, #104 
Chicago, Illinois 60616 

Harriet Marty co-director 708/442-9453 
Musicians Club of Women 
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239 Scottswood Road 
Riverside, Illinois 60546 

Marcia Medema, Executive Director 
Midwest Womens Center 312/922-8530 
202 S. State, Suite 900 
Chicago, II 60605 

Nour Michael 
3940 W. SI '" Place 
Chicago, II 60652 

Beate MinkovskJ 
Co-Director 
WomenMade Gallery 
1900 South Prairie Ave. 
Chicago, II 60616 

Cynthia Mitchell 312/944-4331 
121 West Delaware Place 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 (?) 

Mary Morten 
Advisory Council on Gay & Lesbian Issues 
510 N. Peshtigo Court, 6A 
Chicago, 11 60611 

Sally L. Parle President 312/263-1421 
The International Women Associates, Inc. 312/263/1461 (fax) 
230 North Michigan Avenue, Suite 2110 
Chicago, II 60601 

Diana Palomar 
2241 W. Irving Park 
Chicago, II 60618 

Laura Raimondi, Architect 
53 W. Jackson 
Chicago, II. 

Hedy Ratner 
Co-Director 
Women's Business Development Center 
8 S. Michigan 
Suite 400 
Chicago, II 60603 

Walidah Sherman 
Women's Resource Center 
401 E. 32'* #814 
Chicago, II 60616 

Ellie Thompson 312/951 -5190 
co-director 
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Musicians Club of Women 
1440 N. State Parkway, #14C 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 

Manny Tuteur _ 
UNITE 
333 S. Ashland 
Chicago, II 60607 

Sondra Varco 312/326-0270 
Executive Director 312/326-9767 (fax) 
National Vietnam Veterans Art Museum 
1801 South Indiana 
Chicago, Illinois 60616 

Jennifer Vidis 
Cook County Womens Commission 
69 W. Washington, #2900 
Chicago, II. 60602 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

January 30, 1998 

Ms. Lois Weisberg 
Commissioner <_ommi s a i one r 
Department of C u l t u r a l A f f a i r s 
Chicago C u l t u r a l Center 
78 East Washington Street 
Chicago, I l l i n o i s 60602 

Dear Lois: 

The Chicago events were a h i g h l i g h t of my birthday 
f e s t i v i t i e s and no part of that c e l e b r a t i o n touched me more 
than the dedication of the Women's Park. I share the 
excitement that you and Sue and the advisory committee members 
enjoy as you begin t h i s creative process. With your s p i r i t 
and enthusiasm, you w i l l shape a welcoming space where women 
of d i f f e r e n t backgrounds, i n t e r e s t s , r e l i g i o n s and cultures 
can come together on the common ground of shared i n t e r e s t s . 
I n t h i s park, women w i l l speak the same mother tongue -- the 
language of hope. 

I t i s so f i t t i n g t h a t t h i s park which w i l l honor women 
w i l l be i n Chicago, the c i t y of my heart, and the c i t y w i t h a 
huge heart. Thank you f o r so generously sharing your time t o 
make t h i s p r o j e c t a r e a l i t y . Please know t h a t I w i l l be w i t h 
you i n my thoughts and tha t I look forward t o hearing about 
the progress th a t you are making. 

Sincerely yours, 

H i l l a r y Rodham Cl i n t o n 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

January 30, 1998 

Ms. Lois Weisberg 
Commissioner 
Department of C u l t u r a l A f f a i r s 
Chicago C u l t u r a l Center 
78 East Washington Street 
Chicago, I l l i n o i s 60602 

Dear Lois: 

The Chicago events were a h i g h l i g h t of my bir t h d a y 
f e s t i v i t i e s and no part of that c e l e b r a t i o n touched me more 
than the dedication of the Women's Park. I share the 
excitement t h a t you and Sue and the advisory committee members 
enjoy as you begin t h i s creative process. With your s p i r i t 
and enthusiasm, you w i l l shape a welcoming space where women 
of d i f f e r e n t backgrounds, i n t e r e s t s , r e l i g i o n s and cultures 
can come together on the common ground of shared i n t e r e s t s . 
I n t h i s park, women w i l l speak the same mother tongue -- the 
language of hope. 

I t i s so f i t t i n g t hat t h i s park which w i l l honor women 
w i l l be i n Chicago, the c i t y of my heart, and the c i t y w i t h a 
huge heart. Thank you f o r so generously sharing your time t o 
make t h i s p r o j e c t a r e a l i t y . Please know tha t I w i l l be with 
you i n my thoughts and that I look forward t o hearing about 
the progress th a t you are making. 

Sincerely yours, 

H i l i a r J Rodham Clin t o n 



January 17,1998 

MEMORANDUM TO THE FIRST LADY 

FROM Bobbie Greene 
RE Update 

Before our scheduling meeting, I wanted to give you an update on some of the projects I'm 
juggling. There are a lot more that I ' l l tell you about as they evolve. I"ll be in town all 
weekened and will have my beeper with me at all times, so feel free to call if you have any 
questions. 

Hillary Rodham Clinton Park 
I called Lois Weissberg (Commissioner of Parks and Recreation) for a status report on your park. 
On February 4th, she will convene the first meeting of the project's local advisory committee. It 
is comprised of approximately fifty women representing a wide spectrum of organizations, from 
the Colonial Dames to activist groups and includes business organizations and unions. Lois said 
every single person she invited accepted with genuine enthusiasm, a first in her experience. She 
is sending me a list of those who have signed on, but we can add people provided they have an 
affiliation with an organization. The only specific member of the committee Lois mentioned was 
Betsy Ebeling. This advisory group will consider all aspects of the site's development, including 
how to acknowledge its namesake. I asked specifically about the possibility of commissioning a 
sculpture and she said that would be one item on the agenda. In any case, Lois does not think 
your late April trip would be an appropriate time for the official opening of the park ~ the 
weather is still too unreliable and very little, i f anything, will be in bloom. She thinks sometime 
in June when the weather is at its best and the program is underway would be perfect. However, 
if you would like to meet with the advisory committee while you are in Chicago in April, Lois 
said she would organize a luncheon or meeting with the group. 

Lois has asked the deputy commissioner, Joyce Bolinger, to direct the project on a full-time 
basis. She spoke highly of her as a creative, non-bureaucratic person, with the skills to shepard 
the project through to completion. From her description, the park ultimately will be a very 
substantial facility. Among other things, they are planning to purchase or lease with the option to 
buy, a beautiful coach house on the adjacent property, and they envision developing it into a 
museum for women in the arts, modeled after the one in Washington. I asked Lois to keep me 
informed of their progress and call on me as needed. 

The two things I would suggest we do right now are: 

• Consider who you might want to add to the planning group. 

• Send a letter to Lois to be read at the February 4th planning committee meeting that 
simply expresses your enthusiasm for the project and your appreciation of their 
commitment to making it a reality. 



Media and Publishing ProfcQt 
As you know, Kaki will be here next week and I am trying to schedule meetings with all the 
relevant parties while ensuring that everybody is completing their assigned tasks. I think we 
should be able to accomplish most of what we outlined within the agreed-upon time frame. By 
the way, in my conversation with Bob Bamett, he said the only thing we need to move forward 
on McCall's is a starting date from you. Please let me know once you make that decision. 

The Proposed Gilman Museum of Photography 
I asked Bob Burkett earlier this week what we could do to advance the project, and he suggested 
you drop by the Gilman Company when you are in New York on January 27th. Their offices are 
in the Time-Life building, right across the street from NBC where you're doing the Today Show. 
You would meet with the two principle trustees who have control over the Gilman estate. They 
are the closest thing to family and heirs that Mr. Gilman had, and a condolence call would be 
highly appropriate and appreciated. Of course, you also would express your personal interest in 
and support for the proposed museum. You could explain that a national museum of 
photography bearing Mr. Oilman's name and housing his renowned photography collection 
would both honor his memory and become a significant part of our Millennium Celebration. I 
know that will be a busy day and you'll have a lot on your mind with the State of the Union that 
evening, but Bob told me again yesterday that he thinks that it would be very helpful to express 
your personal interest and commitment to this project and it might help ensure their financial 
commitment. 

Team Harmony and AT&T 
You asked me about the reference in the attached note mentioning support for the Washington-
based Team Harmony event. Jon Jennings was copied on this letter and called Mr. Quenzel with 
the same question. Quenzel said he was so impressed by the Boston event that AT&T is 
committing $300,000 to the Team Harmony program being developed in the Washington area. 
He also offered "a couple million dollars" to launch the program in ten other cities. According to 
Jon, who is working with Team Harmony on the expansion, Washington is already well 
underway, and New York and Chicago are in the nascent planning stage. Jon said they are very 
open to any suggestions we may have of a role for you. 

Super Bowl Race Relations PSA 
After considerable negotiations, the NFL agreed on Tuesday evening to air a 30-second PSA 
during the Super Bowl in support of the Race Initiative. See attached draft script. 
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Hillary Rodham Clinton 
Women's Park of Chicago 

April 1998 



Hillary Rodham Clinton 

The theme of bask didlogue today is: 
Say Nothing and say Nothings very fast 

But that's no theme for Hillary Rodham Clinton 
She balances 
good victuals and good seasonings 
inrigfotaxmlinatiQn 
She 

Is decently complex but is not obscure. 

She is Event 

Adroit and intricate Event, endure! 
—Poem by Gwendolyn Brooks 

for Hillaiy Rodham Clinton's 
birthday, October 26,1996 



Vision for the Hillary Rodham Clinton 
Women's Park of Chicago 

Let us create a new park in honor of Hillary Rodham Clinton for al 
the people of Chicago. The Women's Park, a four-acre green oasis, 
will be located in one of Chicago's most prominent historic 
communities - the Prairie Avenue District. The park will be 
designed to: 

• honor the American woman who for centuries has nurtured 
the family, given endless hours to the community and served 
society tirelessly with creativity and joy 

• celebrate women's sustained contributions to American life 
in a place where one may contemplate and observe the 
achievements of women past and present and imagine the 
aspirations of women in the future 

• connect us with nature and instill a greater appreciation and 
understanding for our natural world 

• involve Chicago's cultural community in presenting a diverse 
array of dynamic arts and humanities programs 



Guiding Tenets 

• Respect the timeframe and historic significance of the site as 
expressed in the Clarke House and Glessner House (1836 - 1860) 

• Serve broadly: 
- the community 
- the adult learner 
- school children and their teachers 
- group visitors and tourists 

• Integrate principles of universal design so the park will be 
accessible for all 

• Utilize plants, both native and exotic, appropriate to time period; 
could include herbs, heirloom vegetables and fruits as well as 
plants from prairie and savanna, and the "new" American Garden 

• Involve partners in the design-creation process 

• Create visual and performing arts spaces in the park 



The Visitor Experience 

The unifying element of the park will be a path which represents a 
timeline of events in notable women's lives. The path will wind its 
way through gardens reflective of the changing character of the 
landscape from its native stands of oak and prairie to contemporary 
ornamental and contemplative gardens. Site amenities, including 
benches, water fountains, lighting and sculpture, will enhance the 
visitor's experience. Quotations or ideas relevant to the women 
being honored will appear in the walk and relate to the adjacent 
gardens. 

The visitor experience might be organized into three discrete themes 
and start at the Clarke House, the oldest home in the City of Chicago. 

"Cultivating Necessities" 

"Alexandra often said that ifhermotherwere cast upon a desert island, she 
would thank God for her ddiwance,rrMke a garden, andjbid 
preserve. Preserving was almost a mania with Mrs. Bergpn. ... She made a 
yellow jam of the insipidground-cherries that grew on the prdrie,flaix)ringitwith 
lemon peel, and she made a sticky dark conserve of garden tomatoes... When 
there IMS nothing more to preserve, she began to pickle." 

- Willa Gather, O Pioneers! 

A visitor leaving the Clarke House might encounter: 
• an herb garden used for culinary and medicinal purposes 
• a working vegetable garden or fruit orchard 
• flower beds or cutting gardens used for home decoration 
• a collection of plants brought by the Clarke family to Chicago 

from Utica, New York. 



The key interpretative message in the area surrounding the Clarke 
House would be how women used plants to sustain everyday life. 

"Exploring Nature" 

"She had never known before howmudo the mimtryrneantto her. The chirping 
qftbeinsects down in thelonggrass hadbeen likethe sweetest music. Shehadfolt 
as if her heart were hiding down there, somewhere, with the quail and the plover 
and all the little wild things that avoned or buzzed in the sun. Under the long 
shaggy ridges, she felt thefuture stirring." 

- Willa Gather, O Pioneers.' 

Moving away from the Clarke home, the next experience might be 
the "wilds" of our region. In 1836 the area surrounding the Clarke 
House included: 
• the prairie punctuated with bold native flowers and majestic six 

foot grasses, a landscape frequented by butterflies and birds 
• the savanna, a plant community dotted with stately black oaks and 

under-planted with native wildflowers. 

The messages to be communicated during this segment of the 
experience might include: 
• the grandeur of nature 
• an awe and inspiration for its beauty 
• the joy, solace and inspiration experienced when one is unified 

with nature 
• how the landscape shapes our lives; how we shape the land for our 

needs 



"Inventing Our Future" 

"Even more important then the discovery of Colnnbus, which we are gathered 
together to celebrate, is the fact that the General Government has just discovered 
women... fiwdcm and justice for dl are irfaitely more 
pedestals for a few." 

-Bertha Honore Palmer 
at the dedication of the Woman's Building of the 

World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 1893 

The third and final experience brings us into the 20th century-
women as creators, producers, innovators, supporters and catalysts 
for change. Here one might: 
• enter a contemplative garden which showcases a changing exhibit 

of sculpture by contemporary women artists 
• listen to a concert, hear a poetry reading or become immersed in a 

theatrical production 
• experience a temporary exhibit created by a local arts-based 

organization 



Programs 

For Our Children and Their Families 
• school field trips 
• day camp, after school and Saturday programs 
• teacher workshops and institutes 
• summer concerts presented by area youth groups 

For the Adult Learner 
• gardening courses and workshops 
• day long conferences and symposia 

For the Casual Visitor 
• interpretative signage and exhibits 
• quotes from famous Chicago women laced throughout the garden 
• self-guided brochures 
• festivals and celebrations 
• concerts, theater, poetry, film 
• changing sculpture exhibit 

For Group Visitors and Tourists 
• docent guided tours 



Advisory Committee 

Duffie A. Adelson, Executive Director 
Merit Music Program 

Nadine Arroyo 
Mayor's Advisory Council on Latino 
Affairs 

Nofa Haleem Atawneh 
Mayor's Advisory Council on Arab Affairs 

Marcy Bairn 
Co-owner, Keith House 

Tracy Bairn 
Publisher and Managing Editor 
Lambda Publications, Inc. 

Melissa Barbier 
Chicago Women in Trades 

Ida Bialik, President 
Women in Business Yellow Pages 

Janet Bloch, Co-Director 
WomenMade Gallery 

Sarah Bogan, Board of Directors 
The National Society of Colonial Dames 
of America in The State of Illinois 

Joyce Bolinger, Deputy Commissioner 
Department of Cultural Affairs 
Clarke House Museum 

Susan Burd Brogdon 
Vice President, Programs 
Chicago Botanic Garden 

Barbara Whitney Can-
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Chicago Botanic Garden 

Nancy Chen, Director 
Women's Bureau, U.S. Dept. of Labor 

Ann Christophersen, Co-Owner 
Women and Children First Bookstore 

Betsy Ebeling 
Chicago Office of Tourism 
Department of Cultural Affairs 

Judi Fishman 
Vice President and Regional Director 
Landmark America L.L.C. 

Liz Goldsmith 
Archaeological Research, Inc. 

Christine Grumm, Executive Director 
Chicago Foundation for Women 

Mary Beth Hen-
Architect 

Sherri Hicks 
Chicago Commission on Human 
Relations 

Joan Hill 
Mayor's Advisory Council on African 
Affairs 

Jean Hunt 
Womens History Project 



Njoki Kamu 
Northwestern University Womens Center 
and Mayor's Advisory Council on African 
Affairs 

Hazel King 

H A. King and Associates 

CC. Krohne 
Chicago Womens Labor History Projert 
Micki Leventhal, Program Director 
Glessner House Museum 

Cece Lobin, Director 
Women's Council 
Human Relations Commission 

Rommy Lopat, Publisher and Editor 
The Weedpatch Gazette 

Barbara Lynne, Executive Director 
Near South Planning Board 

Donna Magnani, Executive Director 
Glessner House Museum 

Harriet Marty, Co-Director 
Musicians Club of Women 

Mimi McKay 
McKay Landscape Architects 

Marcia Medema, Executive Director 
Midwest Womens Center 

Nour Michael 
Mayor's Advisory Council on Arab Affairs 

Beate Minkovski, Co-Director 
WomenMade Gallery 

Cynthia Mitchell, President Emeritus 
Friends of the Parks 

Betsy Norton, President 
The National Society of Colonial Dames 
of America in The State of Illinois 

Diana Palomar 
Mayor's Advisory Council on Latino 
Affairs 

Sally L. Park, President 
The International Women Associates, Inc. 

Laura Raimondi 
Architect 

Anne Roosevelt, Director 
Mayor's Office of Donor Relations 

Walidah Sherman, Director 
Women's Resource Center 

Ellie Thompson, Co-Director 
Musicians Club of Women 

Manny Tuteur 
Coalition for Labor Union Women 

Sondra Varco, Executive Director 
National Vietnam Veterans Art Museum 

Jennifer Vidis, Director 
Cook County Womens Commission 

Lois Weisberg 
Commissioner 
Department of Cultural Affairs 

Clarence Wood, Chairman 
Chicago Commission on Human 
Relations 
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Hillary Rodham Clinton Women's Park of Chicago 
Proposed Program Functions and Design Elements 
May 7, 1998 

The Hillary Rodham Clinton Women's Park of Chicago, a foitf-acre park in Chicago's 
historic Prairie Avenue District, will provide a place for both visitors to Chicago and 
Chicagoarrs to celebrate women's sustained contributions to American life. This Park, 
primarily passive in use, will provide a connection to nature and instill a greater 
appreciation and understanding of our natural world. The Chicago Botanic Garden will 
be a valued partner in the planning and implementation of the Park as well as ongoing 
educational programming. 

Listed below are a few of the suggested uses envisioned by the Park Advisory 
Committee followed by design elements that seem complementary to these uses 
These functions will be taken into account as the schematic designs for the Park 
develop. Obviously, more functions and desired programming will result as the planning 
process continues. 

Park functions: 

. Public events such as outdoor concerts, films, and lectures hosted by community 
groups 

. Programs hosted by the Chicago Botanic Garden featuring gardening workshops, plant 
demonstrations, heirloom plant sales, docent guided tours, etc. 

. Provide a contemplative place for neighborhood residents and visitors 

. Host groups of schoolchildren for the purposes of learning about the historic nature of 
the Park and district as well as educational programrrting about the Park's 
natural setting 

Design elements: 

. Performance shell for outdoor concerts and performances 

. Creation of a visual arts space to feature designated artwoft either on permanent or 
revolving basis 

Integrated water element to enhance the contemplative nature of the park 

. Incorporate the use of heirloom plants and herbs to promote the growing interest in the 
these types of plants 

. Maintain accessibility for all park users 

. Artist designed benches ! 

Many design features may be "phased in" as budget and time constraints will reveal. 
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From the desk of 

Lois Weisberg 
Commissioner 

Department of Cultural Affairs 

February 19, 1998 

Dear Bobbie: 

The meeting was wonderful - the report is attached. I will invite the 
people you faxed me about to the next meeting (corrections! « 

Uiicago. Call me if you want to talk further. 

Most warmly, 

Lois Weisberg 
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Commissioner darencĉ IDQSSX Woods 
Chicago Conunisaion on Humsii Relations 

Alderman Billy Baasio Ocasio 
Human Relations Committee 
Chicago City Council 

BobfeifcHartfield Ronne 
Head of Education Division 
Ait Insithute of Chicago 

Anne Roosevelt 
Office of Budget Management 
City HaU 

SUGGESTED APMTIOWS TO 
! HWr WOMEN'S PATOC ADVISORY COMMITTEE: 



M I N U T E S 

February 6, 1998 

Members Present: Marcy Bairn, Tracy Bairn, Janet Bloch, Sarah 
E. Bogan, Nancy Chen, Ann Christophersen, Betsy Ebeling, 
Mary Beth Herr, Jean Hunt, CC Krohne, Micki Leventhal, Cece 
Lobin, Barbara Lynne, Nour Michael, Beate Minkovski, Cindy 
Mitchell, Betsy Norton, Diana Palomar, Sally L. Park, Laura 
Raimondi, Walidah Sherman, Virginia Stewart, Manny Tuteur, 
Sondra Varco, Jennifer Vidis, Lois Weisberg 

Staff: Joyce Bolinger 

Guests: Cali Berghold, Ned Broderick, Joseph Fornelli, Jerry 
Kykisz, Sarina Renaldi, Kimo Williams —National Vietnam 
Veterans Art Museum 

Susan Dann —National Soccer Federation 

The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Lois 
Weisberg who identified two goals for plans for the park - the 
first is to serve the needs of the neighborhood, but, the second 
is to look beyond geographical borders and to claim a space to 
honor women. 

She talked about Alderman Mary Ann Smith's dream of having 
a women's museum in Chicago and encouraged the group to 
think in ambitious, visionary terms. Each member of the 
committee was asked to think of ways to make the park used 
by the group that members represents. 

Commissioner Weisberg then read a letter to the group from 
Hillary Rodham Clinton (see enclosed). 

A drawing of the park made ten years ago by architect Michelle 
McKay under the auspices of the Chicago Architecture 
Foundation was distributed to illustrate boundaries and park 
landmarks. 



CURRENT USES OF THE PARK 

The first question posed to the group by Commissioner 
Weisberg was "how is the park currently used?" 

Some of the responses were as follows: 
Soccer games, strolling, dogwalking, picnics, day care for 
Printers' Row Book Fair, enjoyment of the garden/ orchard. 

The group then turned to a discussion of the overall goals of the 
park and what specific ideas should be incorporated into the 
planning. 

FUTURE 

The major work of this committee is to advise the City of 
Chicago about general goals and specific landscape design and 
programs that should be incorporated into planning for the park. 
In the discussion facilitated by Commissioner Weisberg, the 
following general goals were discussed: 

General Goals 
Bridge between new residents and long term residents 
Sharing cultural traditions 
Highlight women in Chicago 
Make women the center of all programming, though not 
necessarily exclusively for women 
Spotlight achievements of women 
Women should be context for performances, artworks, mural, 
services 
Speak to women and girls in need 
Give girls a chance to be integral in planning 
Use women to provide art, design, services 
Park furniture (e.g., benches) could be named for womens 
organizations 
Make park physically a womens space 
Tie landscaping into history of Clarke House (for example, 
identify plants and give historical context) 
Familiarize broad audiences with the accomplishments of 
women 
Serve people of all ages —children, garden, track, older people 
Critical mission of this park should be to pay tribute to women 
Honoring women on on-going basis 



Provide venue for womens activities 
Educational programs 
Assure range of ethnicity, race, sexual orientation 
Citywide audience 
Show girls all possibilities 

Turning to specific program ideas, a variety of suggestions were 
made: 

Specific Programs 
Outdoor movies 
Concerts 
Sculpture 
Barbecue 
Herbs for Sale/ Herb Garden 
Recreational programming for children 
Womens Walk Honoring Women in History 
Kite flying contest 
Theatrical, poetry performances 
Ice rink 
Summer series of new music by women composers 

WHAT WOULD DRAW YOU TO THE PARK? 

Next, Commissioner Weisberg asked people to identify 
attractions that would motivate them to visit the park. 

Some responses: 
Walk honoring women (especially with handouts, plaques) 
Unique programs celebrating women 
Unique place - Center of the history of where Chicago started 
Parking 
Daycare for boys and girls 
Nature - encourage girls to be interested in science 
Summer camps for girls 
Summer camps for women! 
Benches by women artists 

Several sub-committees were formed to refine ideas in the most 
important categories and to report back to the next general 
session. 



SUB-COMMITTEES 

It was decided to re-convene the entire group in about six 
weeks after sub-committees meet to discuss categories. 
Volunteers for committees were as follows: 

Programming * 
Laura Raimondi, Jennifer Vidis, Nancy Chen, CCKrohne, Jean 
Hunt, Cali Bergold, Sondra Varco, Manny Tuteur, WaLidah 
Sherman, Ann Christophersen, Cece Lobin, Diana Palomar, Nour 
Sweiss Michael 

Public Art 

Janet Bloch, Beate Minkovski, Joseph Fornelli, Tracy Bairn, 
Marcy Bairn, Ann Christophersen, Cece Lobin 

Dedication 

Jennifer Vidis, Nancy Chen, Calid Bergold, Walidah Sherman, 
Cece Lobin, Diana Palomar, Betsy Ebeling 

Landscape Design 

Laura Raimondi, Micki Leventhal, Barbara Lynne, Cali Bergold, 
Sondra Varco, Sarah E. Bogan, Betsy Norton, Mary Beth Herr 

• It was recommended that the programming sub­
committee might decide to break into smaller groups to focus 
on topics such as educational programs or programs for girls 

Individuals not listed who wish to volunteer for sub-committees 
should call Joyce Bolinger at 312/745-0040 at the Department 
of Cultural Affairs at the Clarke House Museum. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

January 29, 1998 

MEMORANDUM TO THE FIRST LADY 

FROM: BOBBIE GREENE 

This is the list of advisory committee members for the HRC Park in Chicago. Is there 
anyone you would like to add̂ they simply need to represent an organization. I also am drafting 
a short note to Lois Weissberg to thank her and the committee for assuming responsibility for the 
project. It will be read aloud at their first convening on February 4. 
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Cit) ofChicaRo 
Richard M. Daley, Mayor 

Department of Cultural Affairs 

Lois Wri.slx.Tg 
Commissioner 

Chicago Cultural C'ciucr 
7S East Washington Street 
Chiciiso. Illinois 60601 
(312)744-6650 (Voice)' 
(312) 744-2089 (Y\X) 
(312)744-2947 dTV) 

Department of Cultural Affairs 

fax 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

btaieCo' 
Green 

Joyce Bolinger 

Hillary Rodham Clinton Womens Park 
of Chicago 

January 20. 1998 

Commissioner Lois Weisberg has asked that I fax you a 
copy of the letter of invitation to the Advisory Committee 
and a list of the current membership. 

As you know, the Advisory Committee will meet Febuary 
4 to begin its work on setting policies and directions for 
the Hillary Rodham Clinton Womens Park of Chicago. 

Please call me at 312/744-6165 for any additional 
information. 



JAN.-21-98 WED 10:58 DCA Commissioner's Ofc. FAX NO. 312 744 1616 P. 02 

January 8, 1998 

F I E I J D O ) 

FIELXK2) 

Dear FIELD(3): 
As we enter a new year, we are privileged to confront a unique challenge and 
opportunity. As membersi of the Advisory Committee for the Hillary Rodham 
Clinton Women's Park, we will have the chance to incorporate our ideas into 
the newest park in Chicago - one (hat will honor women. 

This broad mandate charges us to be visionaries, dreamers and historians. It 
is a chance to paint with broad strokes on a canvas that will inspire a sense of 
community and social activism. The park will be a place where people can 
gather to discuss issues and to design solutions to problems as well as a space 
to celebrate ait and nature - for no park dedicated to women could settle for 
mere sculptures of generals on horses or goals that do not reflect the important 
concerns of women today. 

As Bertha Honore Palmer observed, "Freedom and justice for all are infinitely 
more important than pedestals for a few." The committee which she chaired 
resulted in the Woman's Building of the World's Columbian Exposition over 
a hundred years ago. The work of our committee follows in that legacy. 

I would like to invite you to the first meeting of the committee on Wednesday, 
Febniary 4, from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the National Vietnam Veterans Art 
Museum located at 1801 South Indiana Avenue. 

I have enclosed a tentative agenda as a starting point for our discussion. If you 
wish to recommend additional items, please let me know. Also, please call my 
secretary, Sue Vqpicka, at (312) 744-0481 to let her know if you will be able 
to attend the meeting. 

I look forward to seeing you on February 4 and to working with you on this 
exciting task. 

Sincerely, 

Lois Weisberg 
Commissioner 

LW:slv 
Enclosure 
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A D V I S O R Y COMMITTEE 
FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
W O M E N ' S PARK OF C H I C A G O 

(Confirmations as of 1-20-98) 

Nadine Arroyo 
5626 S. Green 
Chicago. II 60621 

Nofa Haleem Atawneh 
9033 S. Parkside 
Oaklawn, II 60453 

Marcy Bairn 312/326-2923 
1900 S. Prairie Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 60616 

Tracy Bairn 773/871-7610 
Publisher and Managing Editor 773/871-7609 (fax) 
Lambda Publications, inc. 
1115 West Belmont, Suite 2-D 
Chicago. II 60657 

Melissa Barber 
Chicago Women in Trades 
220 S. Ashland #101 
Chicago, II 60607 

Ida Bialik 
Women in Business Yellow Pages 
819 S. Wabash *606 
Chicago. II 60605 

Janet Bloch 312/328-0038 
Co-Direcior 312/328-1108 (fax) 
WomenMade Gallery 
1900 South Prairie Ave. 
Chicago, II 60616 

Sarah Bogan 773/327-0684 
President 773/327-0723 (fax) 
The National Society of Colonial Oames of America in The State of Illinois 
2500 North Lakeview #3103 
Chicago, Illinois 60614 

Nancy Chen 
USDOR Women's Bureau 
230 S. Dearborn, #1022 
Chicago. II. 60604 
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Ann Christophersen, Co -owner 773/769-9299 
Women and Children First Bookstore 
5233 N. Clark 
Chicago, II 60640 

Betsy Ebeling 
Chicago Office of Tourism 
Department of Cultural Affairs 
78 East Washington 

Chicago, Illinois 60602 312/744-9350 

Joan Hill 

108T W. 108* St. 
Chicago, II 60643 
(African Council) 
Jean Hunt 312/938-0990 
Womens History Project 
400 East Randolph, suite 3910 
Chicago, II 60601 

Njoki Kamu 
2142 Maple 
Evanston, II. 60201 
(African Council) 

C C Krohne 847/952-0950 
Chicago Womens Labor History Project 
310 S . Beau Drive #7 
Des Plaines, II 60016 

Micki Leventhal 312/326-1480 
Program Director - 312/326-1397 (fax) 
Prairie,House Museums 
1800 South Prairie Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60616 

Cece Lobin, Director 312/744-4113 
Women's Council 
Human Relations Commission 
City of Chicago 
510 N. Peshtigo Court 
Chicago, II. 60611 

Barbara Lynne, Executive Director 
Near South Planning Board 
1727 South Indiana Avenue, #104 
Chicago, Illinois 60616 

Harriet Marty co-director 708/442-9453 
Musicians Club of Women 
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239 Scottswood Road 
Riverside, Illinois 60546 

Marcia Medema, Executive Director 
Midwest Womens Center 312/922-8530 
202 S . State, Suite 900 
Chicago, II 60605 

Nour Michael 
3940 W. 8 2 n d Place 
Chicago. II 60652 

Beate Minkovski 
Co-Director 
WomenMade Gallery 
1900 South Prairie Ave. 
Chicago, II 60616 

Cynthia Mitchell 312/944-4331 
121 West Delaware Place 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 (?) 

Mary Morten 
Advisory Council on Gay & Lesbian Issues 
510 N. Peshtigo Court, 6A 
Chicago, II 60611 

Sally L. Park. President 312/263-1421 
The International Women Associates, Inc. 312/263/1461 (fax) 
230 North Michigan Avenue, Suite 2110 
Chicago, II 60601 

Diana Palomar 
2241 W. Irving Park 
Chicago, 11 60618 

Laura Raimondi, Architect 
S3 W. Jackson 
Chicago, II. 

Hedy Ramer 
Co-Director 
Women's Business Development Center 
8 S . Michigan 
Suite 400 
Chicago, II 60603 

Walidah Sherman 
Women's Resource Center 
401 E. 3 2 n d #814 
Chicago, II 60616 

Ellie Thompson 312/951 -5190 
co-director 
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Musicians Club of Women 
1440 N. State Parkway, #14C 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 

Manny Tuteur _ 
UNITE 
333 S. Ashland 
Chicago, II 60607 

Sondra Varco 312/326-0270 
Executive Director 312/326-9767 (fax! 
National Vietnam Veterans Ar t Museum 
1801 South Indiana 
Chicago, Illinois 60616 

Jennifer Vidis 
Cook County Womens Commission 
69 W. Washington, #2900 
Chicago, II. 60602 



Hillary Rodham Clinton 
Women's Park and Gardens 
of Chicago 
Preliminary Design 

City of Chicago . 
Richard M. Daley, Mayor 
Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs 
Lois Weisberg, Commissioner 



Presentation 
On The Plan For 

The Hillary Rodham Clinton 
Womens' Park and Gardens 

of Chicago 

July 24,1998 

Presented on behalf of: 

City of Chicago 
Mayor Richard M. Daley 

Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs 
Lois Weisberg, Commissioner 

by: 

Voda "Betsy" Ebeling, Project Coordinator, City of Chicago, Office of Tourism 
Mary Beth Herr, Design Consultant, City of Chicago, Department of Cultural Affairs 
Drew Becher, Assistant to the Mayor, City of Chicago, Office of the Mayor 
Matt Nielson, Deputy Commissioner, City of Chicago, Department of Cultural Affairs 



Hillary Rodham Clinton Women's Park and Gardens of Chicago 

General The me A/is Ion 

A unique park to commemorate the achievements of women, reflect, and enjoy: 

Gardeos - e.g., heirloom, herb, flower, urban, shade, container, dye 
Women's History - commemorated through public lectures, programs, sculptures 
and markers 

Rest and Relaxation - urban haven for colorful blooming setting in historic ^rea 

Entrances 

Flowering vine covered iron pergola structures incorporating park name 
Entrances at Prairie Avenue, 1S"1 Street, Indiana Avenue and south boundary 

• . Entrances for Greenhouse building and at 18 th Street will be ADA accessible 

Demonstration Gardens 

Use for educational purposes in partnership with the Chicago Botanic Gardens 
Themed plots such as heirloom vegetable garden, scented garden, heirloom herb 
garden, prairie garden, dye garden, rose garden with sculptural centerpiece, etc. 
Volunteers will be organized for planting, maintenance, workshops, etc. 
Excellent learning opportunity for school groups through use of plant identification 
signs throughout 

Fountain and Sculpture Walk 

Opportunity to make strong axis from Clarke House to Prairie Avenue through the 
use of tree-lined walk incorporating areas for display of sculpture, as well as seating 
Active water feature with possible sculptural centerpiece of "mother and child" 
theme (Gary Price in Utah has been suggested as a potential sculptor) 
Scale df sculpture will' dictate size of fountain base design and location in 
relationship to Clarke House \ / 

The asymmetrical walkways leading to fountain are intended to give "breathing 
room" in front of the Clarke House for sculpture walk as well as unify the park 
design from its current "dividing line" (i.e., brick alley) 

i 

Women's Memorial Path 

Create through the use of unique materialsvan artistic representation of a woman's 
journey through life; curvilinear path strays from conventional path; in and out of 
traditional boundaries over a lifetime 
Incorporate names of the women to be included in the Chicago Women's 
Encyclopedia, approximately 400 names 
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Greenhouse Education Center 

The center will provide an orientation area for the Park, as well as an education 
center in connection with the programs of the Chicago Botanic Gardens. Also, ADA 
accessible restrooms and small catering kitchen will be located in this building 
Dedicated area for year-round conservatory, with workshops, small information 
center and retail outlet for plants, harvested seeds, books, historic information, etc. 
The center is to be of constructed of glass, iron, with a stone base - complementary 
to the entrance pergolas and in keeping with the historic character of the Prairie 
Avenue District 

Open Lawn Area and Summer House 
i 

Open lawn seating for concerts an'd public programs 
Airy gazebo structure relating to other, architectural elements in the park 
Possibly install lawn chairs for flexible seating 
For events, lawn area could accommodate tents, stages, etc. for revenue 
generation 

Storytelling Garden 

Dedicatied area consisting of low rocks for storytelling purposes to schoolchildren 
• , Alternate' location for sculpture centerpiece with "mother and child" theme 

Lighting, Sound, Seating, Street Furniture, Signage, Fencing 

Select appropriate lighting per city's Master Lighting Plan, preferably low 
ornamental lighting along paths to be both aesthetically pleasing and provide for 
sense of security within the park during nighttime hours 
Incorporate a sound system into the park for background and event purposes, 
possibly playing opera music in the garden areas 
Benches and trash containers in keeping with existing city programming 
Incorporate park name into ornamental trellis structures at entrances 
Create signage program labeling all plants, trees and other necessary signs to 
complement historic character of area and with City's cultural signage. plan 
Any new fencing will be in keeping with that.of the wrought iron fencing already 
surrounding the Park along Prairie and Indiana Avenues 

Accessibility 

All entrances, paths and facilities to be ADA compliant, where possible. The design 
of some of the historic landmark structures, i.e., Clarke House and Prairie Avenue 
Street Fence/Wall, may restrict accessibility. We. will work with the Mayor's Office 
of Persons with Disabilities to exceed requirements as much as possible 
An enabling garden which is both ADA accessible and child-friendly 
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Management/Maintenance 

Programming for the Park to be a joiht venture between the City of Chicago -
Department of Cultural "Affairs (current manager) and the Chicago Botanic Garden 
Maintenance to remain under the jurisdiction of the City of Chicago - Department 
of General Services, in coordination with the Department of Cultural Affairs 

Financing 

The financing for this project for the infrastructure and greenhouse improvements 
will be funded by the City of Chicago, in coordination with that for the gardens by 
Chicago Botanic Gardens , • 
We have received interest in contributions thus far from the Chicago Federation of 
Labor, as well as informational interest from other civic/community organizations 

Cost ' 

See attached preliminary cost estimate breakdown on Page 5 

Schedule 

See attached tentative project implementation schedule on Page 5 

Current/Future Uses 

The Park is proposed as one of the sites considered for the Millennium Flower 
Festival in 2001. This event is a joint venture between the City of Chicago and the 
Chicago Botanic Gardens / , 
Some of the events/organizations which utilize the Park currently are: 

Open Hand Chicago Annual Croquet Tournament 
Chicagoland Bicycle Federation for a Rest Area/Water Stop, also serves as 
rest area for "Boulevard Lakefront Tour" 
HSI Productions, Inc. for television commercial casting 
Detour 2 Discovery Day School for children's picnic 
Woman Made Galleries annual picnic 
Poetry in the Park program as part of "Downtown Thursdey^ight" promotion 
Coalition for Labor Union Women for annual picnic 
Glessner House Docent annual picnic. 
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Preliminary Cost Estimates 

Design (underway) 

Greenhouse, Park Features, Gardens for 

Preliminary Park Design For "Bid Set "Plans ' = $200,000 

Greenhouse Education Center 

Dimensions: 25' x 92' = 2300 s.f. @ $200/s.f. ' = $460,000 

Fountain 

Assuming a 10' to 20' diameter pool, 

including utilities, stonework, installation = $350,000 

Site Improvements/Construction 

Utilities, site prep, landscaping, fencing, lighting, sound 
system, walkways, entrances, features, etc.-for Park = $1,000,000 
Total Estimated Cost $2,010,000 

Tentative Project Implementation Timeline 

Preliminary Site Design Review July 1-31 1998 

Site Design ..August 1 - November 1, 1 §98 

Construction Bidding September 1 - November 1, 1998 

Preliminary Site Preparation ai?d Landscaping November 1 - December 1, 1998 

Site Preparation, Utility Relocation December 1,1998 - March 1, 1999 

Greenhouse Construction' March 1 - June 30, 1999 

Final Site Preparation, Planting, Site Construction March 1 - June 30, 1999 

Opening and Dedication (tentative target date) ' . June 30, 1999 
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Hillary Rodham Clinton 
Women's Park and Gardens 
of Chicago 
•Preliminary Design . 

City of Chicago 
Richard M. Daley, Mayor 
Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs 
Lois Weisberg, Commissioner 

McKay Landscape Architects 
1417 North Dayton Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60622 

Scale: 1 • - 20' 0" 
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The National Vietnam Veterans Art Museum 
The National Vietnam Veterans Art Museum 
is dedicated to collecting, cataloging, 
preserving, and displaying works of art 
created by Americans who served in the 
armed forces in the Vietnam War. Located in 
Chicago, Illinois this national center also has 
a primary role in public education and 
research on the war. 

The Museum 
The art collection received a permanent 
home in November 1995 and semifinal 
funding to begin renovations on the building 
through the generous support and commit­
ment of Mayor Daley, the City of Chicago, 
and the McCormick Foundation. Located at 
1801 South Indiana Avenue, the Museum is 
adjacent to the famous Glessner House 
located in the Historic Prairie Avenue 
District. The facility includes three floors of 
exhibit space, an administrative area, a 
library, classrooms, a multimedia theater, a 
helicopter gallery, museum store, cafe and a 
beautiful courtyard. 

The Collection 
The art collection is the only one of its kind 
in the nation. Over 500 pieces of art 
represent nearly every medium from 
painting, sculpture, and photography to 
poetry, letters, and diaries. Works of more 
than 95 artists from around the world, all of 
whom served in Vietnam, will be on display 
when the Museum opens its doors in 
August, 1996. A fine arts book on the 
collection will be published by Abrams 
Publishing, New York. A web page is also 
being created for the Museum. In addition to 
the collection of artworks, the Museum will 
also feature interactive dioramas with its 
impressive collection of artifacts which 
include uniforms, medals, weaponry, and a 
Huey helicopter. 

John Plunkett - Enemies Meeting in the Rain 

The National Vietnam Veterans Art Museum 
opened it doors on August 25,1996 in a spirit 
of healing, compassion, understanding and 
national pride. Private sector support is 
urgently needed to complete renovations on 
the building, curate the art collection and 
complete educational materials. This is an 
important opportunity to help preserve and 
understand the images and emotions of a vital 
time in American history. 
Your support is very much appreciated and 
will be acknowledged in many important 
ways, from being listed as a founding 
member of the Museum on the donor wall to 
a variety of media and publications. Special 
naming opportunities have been established 
for those who wish to make a leadership 
committment to the Museum. 

Naming Opportunities 
Museum $5,000,000.00 
Main Lobby 1,000,000.00 
Courtyard 75,000.00 
Helicopter Gallery 500,000.00 
Library 500,000.00 
Theater 350,000.00 
Art Galleries 250,000.00 
Classrooms 100,000.00 
Cafe and Gift Shop 50,000.00 
Exhibits 25,000.00 
Individual Art Sponsors 10,000.00 
Donor Wall 1,000.00 

Other Items Needed 
Computer Systems • Office Equipment • Art 
Conservation • Crates for Traveling Exhibit • 
Office/Classroom Furniture • Courtyard 
Furniture • Printed Materials • etc. 

For further information, contact: 
SONDRAVARCO 
National Vietnam Veterans Art Museum 
1801 S. Indiana 
Chicago, IL 60616 
(312) 326-0270 

Cleveland Wright - We Regret to Inform You 

uinas ti
o

n
. 

m
p

t 

ti
o

n
 

•o 
0 1 CO CD 0 1 

= s nn
 

on
 

O
Y

 
IS

A
 

r
ih

 
no

 

3 
a n •o X •£ 

le 
as

 a
ll 

j c
on

tr 

ra
ns

A 

nd
 m

y 

is
 
a

 t
a

 

a o 
>• 
E 

le 
as

 a
ll 

e
 
la

w
. 

ke
 

ti
 

V
e

te
 

s
e

 
li
 

th
is

 

a
n

d
 

ic
ti

b
l 

e
r
t
h

 

u
ld

 
li
 

na
m

 

p
le

a
 

ta
n

d
 

iz
a
ti

o
n

 

d
e
d

u
 pun

 

wo
 

ie
ti

 
• E

ll
 

S2 
m 

iz
a
ti

o
n

 

ax
 

C
IA

 

to
 t

h
e

 V
 

En
clo

s 

1 
u

n
d

i 

or
ga

n 

is
t 

NATIONAL 

VETERANS 
r MUSEUM 



National Vietnam Veterans Art Museum 
The NVVAM is located at 1801 S. Indiana, and 
18th Street, one block east of Michigan Avenue, 
in the heart of the Prairie Avenue Historic 
District. It is easily accessible by public trans­
portation and close to 1-55 and 1-90. 

The NVVAM is a non-profit, tax-exempt organi­
zation. The exhibits programming and opera­
tions are member supported and privately 
funded through contributions from individuals, 
corporations, and foundations. Additional 
funding has been provided through various city, 
state and federal grants. 

The National Vietnam Veterans Art Museum 
1801 S. Indiana Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60616 
Phone: 312-326-0270 
Fax: 312-326-9769 

Hours: 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday: 

11:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 

11:00 a.m. -9:00 p.m. 
Closed Major Holidays. 
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Public Transportation: 
From Michigan Avenue, take a #3 Bus, or a #4 

Richard Yohnka -
This Is How 
You Died 

Bus - South, to 18th Street. Proceed one (1) 
block East to Museum. 

This collection is an account of a critically important and still 
misunderstood period in our history, a period that had an undeniable effect 
on all of us. Obviously, no group feels this effect more keenly than the men 

who went, who served, and who returned. 

This collection embodies the work of some 90 of these unique men, and 
represents the spirit and perspective of so many more. Through their art we 

are treated to a rare and powerful account of that historic period. It is, 
perhaps, the most accurate account of all. 

Now that the national consciousness is focusing greater attention on the 
people and events that Vietnam affected, the importance of this collection 

is all too apparent. 



In time... 
old Prairie Avenue will 

come into its own again... 
Addie H. Gregory, c 1930 

Glessner House National Historic Landmark stands at 18th Street 

and Prairie Avenue in the heart of the Prairie Avenue Historic 

District—just two miles south of Chicago's Loop. The district 

today is experiencing a boom, with a new generation of residents 

infusing the Near South Side with new vitality. The neighborhood 

that at the end of the nineteenth century was called "the sunny 

street of the sifted few" is once again home to up-and-coming 

young urban families. 

The Tours 
• Public guided tours of 

Glessner House Museum 
Wednesday - Sunday at 
1,2, and 3 p.m. 

• Guided walking tours of 
the Prairie Avenue Historic 
District are offered 
Saturdays, May-September. 

• Custom tours for groups of 
twenty or more are available 
by advanced reservation. 

• Glessner House Museum 
welcomes inquiries regard­
ing rentals for corporate 
and private functions. 

|44£kW>] 
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A. Glessner House Museum 
B. Clarke House 
C. National Vietnam Veterans 

Art Museum & Cafe V 
D. Woman Made Gallery 
E. Second Presbyterian Church 
F. Field Museum 
G. Shedd Aquarium 
H. Soldier Field 
I. McCormick Place 
J. Chinatown G L E S S N E R H O U S E M U S E U M 

1 8 0 0 S O U T H P R A I R I E A V E N U E 

C H I C A G O , I L L I N O I S 6 0 6 1 6 

312-326-1480 • FAX 312-326-1397 

Glessner House Museum, a not-for-profit organization, welcomes contributions, 

which are tax deductible as permitted by IRS regulations. 

Glessner 
House 
Museum 

iistonc Landmark 

tours 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 



When first built, 
the house was subject of much 

emark by passers-by... 

1 1885, John and Frances 

ilessner hired Boston 

rchitect Henry Hobson 

lichardson. Over the next 

ear, he adapted the couple's 

pecifications for gracious 

ving into the stately home 

tat helped redefine American 

omestic architecture. A 

jdical departure from tradi-

onal residential design, 

lessner House created a 

John Jacob Glessner 

The Stoir of n House. 1923 

furor among the denizens of 

its exclusive Prairie Avenue 

neighborhood, causing 

George Pullman to proclaim, 

"I do not know what I have 

ever done to have that thing 

staring me in the face every 

time I go out of my door." 

Nestled inside the fortress­

like, rusticated granite exterior 

is an oak-paneled English Arts 

and Crafts interior and a 

charming central courtyard. 

Visitors are embraced by the 

home's warmth and enchant­

ed by the eminently livable 

spaces it offers. 

Throughout their years togeth­

er, John and Frances Glessner 

studied the principles of the 

Aesthetic and English Arts 

and Crafts movements and 

put these principles into 

practice when making their 

decorating choices. The result 

of their dedication is an out­

standing level of sophistica­

tion in the collections. 

Glessner House Museum 

boasts a veritable garden of 

earthly delights for the appre­

ciation and study of decorative 

arts. From the Isaac Scott 

cabinetry and the Morris & 

Co. textiles, to the eclectic 

array of ceramics, the muse­

um offers visitors a singular 

experience in which nearly 

all of the furnishings and 

appointments are original to 

the family. Visitors to this 

historic home thrill at the hun­

dreds of glorious art objects 

that grace the period rooms. 

There are collections of Galle and 
Venetian and other rare glass, of 

porcelains and pottery and bronzes, 
of De Morgan and DVOinton 

and other rare tiles... 
John Jacob Glessner 

The Slorv ola House. 1923 

Your forbears...have made their altar 
around the family hearthstone, 

and have fried to keep to its legends 
when compelled to leave it... 

John Jacob Glessner 

The Slorv of a House. 1923 

John, a captain of industry, 

returned each evening to a 

domestic retreat made gra­

cious through the efforts of 

his wife and the staff of eight 

servants she took great pains 

to manage. John and Frances, 

whose enduring love match 

spanned more than fifty years, 

also shared a consuming 

interest in the life of the mind, 

supporting numerous cultural 

institutions and helping to 

found the Chicago Symphony 

Orchestra. 

The stories that live within 

the walls of Glessner House 

tell the tale of Chicago in an 

era that, more than any other, 

shaped urban America—the 

family life and fashion trends, 

masters and servants, high 

culture and crass con­

sumerism, intellectual 

achievements and industrial 

brawn. The spirit of the Gilded 

Age lives in Glessner House 

and visitors not only learn its 

cultural history, they experi­

ence the ambiance of this 

bygone world. 



I IN T I M A T E 

C U S T O M T O U R S 

Whether you want to tour the Glessner 

House and Clarke House museums, walk 

the Prairie Avenue Historic District, or 

rent space for a special function, the 

Prairie Avenue House Museums will work 

with you to meet your needs. 

To arrange for custom tours, 
call the Tour Center. 

tel: 312-326-1480 

fax:312-326-1397 

[mm 
mmmm P r a i r i e A v e n u e 
House Museums 
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1800 S. Prairie Ave.. Chicago. IL 60616-1333 

Two blocks east of Michigan Ave. on 18th St. 

CTA buses 1.3. & 4 on Michigan to 18th St. 

A. Prairie Avenue 
House Museums 

B. Shedd Aquarium 
C. Field Museum 
D. Adler Planetarium 
E. Soldier Field 
F. American Police 

Center & Museum 
G. 2nd Presbyterian Church 
H. Chinatown 
I. McCormick Place 

H O U R S 

Docent-guided tours Wednesday - Sunday 

Tours of Clarke House at noon, 1, and 2 pm 

Tours of Glessner House at 1, 2, and 3 pm 

Admission : $8 for both houses ($6 Students/Seniors) 

$5 for one house ($4 Students/Seniors) 

Custom/group tours and rates by reservation 

Tour Center: 3 1 2 - 3 2 6 - 1 4 8 0 

fax:312-326-1397 
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The Prairie Avenue 

Historic District 

preserves a rich 

variety of 

nineteenth century 

residential 

architecture in an 

ever-changing 

urban 

neighborhood. 

T H E 11 It B A 1M 

F K O N T I E It 

When Caroline and Henry Clarke moved 

to the brash frontier town of Chicago in 

1835, what is now the Prairie Avenue 

Historic District was still a lonely strip of 

sandy prairie bordering Lake Michigan. 

Today, the Clarkes' restored Greek 

Revival home tells a compelling tale of 

family life on the urban frontier. As the 

city's oldest surviving building, the 

Clarke House is where Chicago begins. 

A L I V I N G 

I M E I G H B O R H O O n 

In a single generation, Prairie Avenue 

was transformed into the neighborhood 

that Chicago's most prosperous 

entrepreneurs called home. The 

Pullmans, Armours, Fields, and Kimballs 

all lived on Prairie Avenue. The Prairie 

Avenue Historic District now preserves 

their legacy in this diverse urban 

neighborhood. 

Real people lived 

and worked on 

Prairie Avenue -

high society and 

working class -

men, women, and 

children - people 

who shaped 

Chicago and 

America. 

Chicago's unique 

contributions to 

American 

architecture and 

design have been 

part of our daily 

lives for over 100 

years. 

. . . . It E B» I- F I i\ I !\i G 

i i l E i it at A \ i l o >i i: 

The 1887 home of John J . and Frances 

M. Glessner provides a rare opportunity 

to explore the interior of a residence 

designed by Henry Hobson Richardson, 

whose work revolutionized American 

architecture. Through the decorative 

furnishings and open floor plan, the 

architect and client together redefined 

Victorian living. Modern American 

residential architecture begins with 

Glessner House. 



A sweeping greenswarc 
just completed, now 

connects the city's three 

Four estates within an 
easy drive of downtown, 
with extensive gardens, 

akesiae museums. TOF Wa kways wind through the 57-acrc Museum offer a peaceful respite. 
Campus where Lake Shore Drive once was. 

BY BRENDA FOWLER l i INSET At Field Museum's Butterfly Garden. BY SUSAN CRAWFORD 10 

Two historic houses : 
on Prairie Avenue, once:: 
the most fashionable :: 

address in town. 
BYAVISBERMAN 11 

rhwuroj*! Hv Paul L MtrMclli lor Th( Nw Ytrti Illte 

LEFT The prairie at Fcrnwood. a botanical garden and nature preserve less than two hours from Chicago. RIGHT Fireplace in the Music Room at the Glessner House, designed by Henry Hobson Richardson in 18861. 



THE NEW YORK TIMES. SUNDAY. JULY 12. i m TR 1 1 

T H E G R E E N B E T W E E N 
Chicago has rerouted a highway and linked three museums with user-friendly parkland 

By BRENDA FOWLER 

I
HAVE always been a lititc m awe of 
the approach to the Field Museum in 
Chicago. Heading south oti Lake Shore 
Drive, which unwinds between the 
park-lined shores of Lake Michigan 

and the towering edge of the city, the motor-
' ist is lured straight on toward the broad 

steps and classical columns of the Beaux-
Arts museum. At the last moment, the busy 
road is forced to bend to this monumental 
temple of knowledge, and until recently, the 

" solution was symmetry. The southbound 
lanes passed to the west, and the northbound 
to the east, cutting a close arc past the 
area's other two lakefront museums, [lie 

' John G. Shedd Aquarium and the Max Adlcr 
Planeiarlum nnd Astronomy Museum. 

For many a commuter, the daily brush 
pnst these great iniiseums was a reminder 
not 10 neglect the city's cultural attractions. 
But for museum visiiors. l l i e i r a f f i c on Lake 
Shore Drive was noisy, unsightly and even n 
litile dangerous. The Field was stranded on 
an island, linked to the Shedd by a gr imy 
pedestrian tunnel under Lake Shore Drive. 

The city decided it didn't have to be that 
way. In a move ihat took 11 years and SI 10 
million, the northbound lanes of the drive 
were rerouted to run alongside the south­
bound ones on the west side of the Field 
Museum and Soldier Field, the stadium just 
to the south, where the Chicago Bears foot­
ball team plays. With the completion of that 
project in 1996. and another year and a half 
of construction and landscaping, the pleas­
ant result is the Museum Campus, a new 57-

"acro extension of the lakefront Burnham 
^Park, which encompasses the city's tno of 
f natural history museums. 

Last month, when the new campus of f i ­
c i a l l y opened. I visited it and the museums 
^several times. One weekday, just as the 
i'museums were opening, I arrived by car 
'down Lake Shore Drive, followed signs to 
• the Museum Campus, and parked easily in 

l-BRENDrt FOll 'LER coninbutc* ro Die Nvw 
^VorJi Times f rom Chtrnyo. 

ABOviiThe skeleton of a brachiosaurus in the Field Museum. BELOWTIIC Adler Planetarium and Astronomy 
Museum and its new promenade along Lake Michigan, TOP The Shedd Aquarium. 

the Im to thf east of the Field Museum. 
While ihcrc is still some planting to dn. 

especially around the A-ller Planetarium, 
the improvoiiients are visible everywhere. 
Bike and pedestrian paihs along the lake 
h.-wo multiplied. ;ind the land rectnimcd 
from the road hiriwecn ihc Shedd .mil the 
Field imiseums ha-; been planu/d in grass 
and young, sapling?. Lois nl people 1 saw 
were heading into one of the museums, but 
others were just exploring the new park. 
Rollorblatling on the smooth new pavement, 
or having a picnic while watching ihe small 
plnncs land nntl lake off at Meigs Field, the 
liny airport that jutis into the lake just to the 
snuih of the museum area. 

Every weekend through Labor Day. the 
city's park district and the museums arc 
sponsming free outdoor activities, like 
storytelling and making sundials, under 
louts erected on the grounds. The Chicago 
Aichitecinrc Foundation is offering free 
walking tours (his month thai focus on the 
architcciure and the landscaping of the 
campus And on the noriheaslern corner 

outside the Field Museum, visitors can 
check their Rollerblades at a free valet area 
or lock ihelr bikes at adjacent racks. 

In from of the Field Museum, where eight 
lanes of Lake Shore Drive once converged, 
(here is now an enormous ihree-tiered lawn, 
covni t'fl in t\\\rV "ra^s co invitinv; Hint every 
child I saw [here one warm evening had to 
iry rnllinp down i l f rom one level IO the 
other. This grassy rise makes the motorists' 
approach f rom Lake Shore Drive even 
grander. And pedesinans now arrive via a 
monumental gateway that passes under the 
drive f roni Gr ant Park 

The minds behind the Museum Campus 
seem intent on making the museums places 
people can easily drop into for a brief visit. 

On ihe south side of Hie Field is a now 
living btuterfly garden, which opened in 
May. thai shows these creatures in every 
siagc of development inside the cocoonlike 
lent arc nearly three dozen varieties of 
hutterflies and mollis, which flap freely 
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B L U E P R I N T S F R O M 
POINTS E A S T 

On Chicago's first Gold Coast a clapboard manor and a granite fortress with tales to tell 

By AVIS BERMAN 

AY "arclnteciure" and "Chicago" 
' m ihe same sentence, and mosi 

people's thoughts jump to Louis 
) Sullivan and Frank Lloyd 

Wrighl. to the Prairie School and 
the birth of the tall building. These aspects 
of Chicago's cultural environ mem are un­
deniable, but ihe city has such a superabun-

AVIS BERMAN is worknij: on n bnol: about 
.Uimuf McNeill H'liisllec nmi /he lifermy 
world, to be published by Clarkson Pettier. 

dance of building styles ihni even architects 
and archiieciural fashions thai are not iden­
tified with ihe Midwest flourished ihcrc. In 
fact, anyone who wants to sample ful ly ihe 
architectural banquci thai is Chicago should 
consider inuring the Prairie Avenue Histor­
ic Dis inc i . the city's first Gold Coast. 

After decides of decay. Prairie Avenue, 
now a scnii-indusirial neighborhood snug­
gling toward renewal, is trying to market 
itself as a lofts-and-taite, up-and-coming art 
distnci . There, on the South Side, visitors 
wil l find, wi ihin a block of each other, the 
Clarke and Glessner Houses, two examples 
of high East Coast siyle successfully trans­
planted to ihe Middle West. Both arc now 

museums open io ihe public. 
Transplanted is the operaiivo word for 

[he Henry B. Clarke House, which was 
moved In 1S72 from us original site on South 
Michigan Avenue, then caned hack in 1977 
to iis present location oi 1855 South Indiana 
Avenue, about two blocks away from where 
i i siood in the fust place. 

The Clarke House, which weni up in 1S3C. 
is ihought to be the oldest building in Chi­
cago. Siylisiically an anomaly, it is a clap-
hoard si ruemre in thai masonry cily, but iis 
strangeness does not end there. With its 
stalely white colonnades. Greek Revival 
pediment and cupola, ihe house (probably 
the work of a Chicago carpenter) seems 

Glessner House: Henry Hobson Richardson's Romanesque front and the master bedroom. 

more likely to be found in a New England 
scacoasi town ihan in what was farm coun­
try in the middle of a flat plain. (The 
Clarkes' contemporaries appnrenily 
thought so. too; in ihe ISaO's. a favorite 
Sunday excursion for ccnlrnl city dwellers 
was a carriage ride nui in see the house.) 

Henry and Caroline Palmer Clarke were 
jusi as foreign to Chicago as their house. 
They were both f rom Utica, N.Y.. where 
Greek Revival houses dotted ihe landscape, 
hi 1835 they migrated to ihe froniier settle­
ment al (he fool of Lake Michigan, where 
Henry Clarke became a partner in a whole­
sale hardware f i r m that sold farming and 
irapping implements. The couple bought 20 
acres of grassland bordered by the lake on 
ihc easi. what is now Stale Street on the 
wesi. ICth Street on the north and 17[h Street 
on iho south. The Clarkes sianedoui in a log 
cabin, hut they were so homesick that they 
huili l l icir gracious two-story, six-bedroom 
manor to remind them of the Easi Coast 
society ihey had lefi behind. Their mini-
icmplc. for all iis classical grandeur, could 
only be reached by an old Indian path (to­
day's Michigan Avenue) that ran by their 
from door. 

The Panic of 1S37 ruined Clarke's busi­
ness, and lie and Caroline didn'i have the 
money to decorate their new house. Clarke 
began supporiing his wife and six children 
as a farmer and trapper, and their unfur­
nished parlors were hung with deer, snipe, 
plover, quail and duck. By the mid-lS-tO's 
Clarke was on his way to earning more 
money, but in IS-I9 lie" died in a cholera 
epidemic that wiped out 3 percent of the 
city's population. 

Chicago soon spread south toward 
Clarke's once-remote property. Michigan 
Avenue became a proper thoroughfare, and 
in the ISSO's Caroline Clarke recouped (he 
family's losi fortune by subdividing her 
acreage and selling off lots. She finished and 
furnished the house as she liked. 

ABOVE The Henry B. Clarke 
House dates back to 1836. 
BELOW The tea parlor. 

The New Yiwfc Time 

The elcgani impression begins with the 
cnuyway: the from door is tall , and Its 
transom and sidelights are divided by deli-
caie mull ions. The wide central hall is .cov­
ered in pale gray wallpaper printed lo re­
semble cut stone, and it leads to a spacious 
parlor and dining room characterized by 
elaborate finishes and ornamentation. The 
manielpicces in each room are patnted in 

CortfMHiert o n F n l l o w i i i f ; P n g e 
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Continued From Preceding Page 

faux-marbre patterns, and the ceiling me­
dallion in the parlor is blue, green, pink, 
gray and brown, highlighted with touches of 
gold and encircled with gold leaves. 

All the paint, wallpaper, carpets and 
floors are faithfully restored or recreated 
versions of what Caroline Clarke chose, but 
her furnishings have long since disappeared 
from the house. To create typical upper-
middle-class interiors of the time, museum 
curators substituted American Empire and 
Victorian furniture dating from 1836 to 1860. 
The docents supply provocative details 
about what life would have been like for a 
family who had known both comfort and 
near poverty. 

Debra Frels, who was my guide, concen­
trated on manners and customs. The opaque 
glass windows in the north parlor, which 
was used as a sickroom, were installed, she 
said, because it was thought that too much 
light was bad for the digestion. A pier table 
in the south parlor was fitted with a mirror 
below its base "so ladies could check to see 
that their hems were in place, and that no 
part of their petticoat or foot showed." 
Upstairs, where the Clarke daughters once 
slept, she pointed to the bed that sits on a 
network of ropes, which the girls had to 
tighten each night. 

Caroline Clarke died in 1860. Her children 
lived in the house until 1872, when they sold 
it. Its southern location protected it from the 
Great Fire of 1871 — but the new owners, 
wanting a more rural location, moved the 
house 28 blocks south and one block west, to 
South Wabash Avenue. This family lived in 
the house until 1941, when a church bought 
it. After numerous pleas from the congrega­
tion, the city acquired the house in 1977 and 
purchased the plot of land for it near the 
original Clarke property. 

Just as the Clarke children were prepar­
ing to leave the neighborhood, it was becom­
ing the most fashionable place to live in 
town. Wealthy Chicagoans, seeing that the 
north and west sides of the city were sepa-

If you go 
Guided tours for the Clarke and Glessner 

Houses begin at the Tour Center (the 
Glessners' former stables) on the 18th 
Street side of 1800 South Prairie Avenue. 
They are open Wednesday through Sunday. 
Tours of Clarke House, 1855 South Indiana 
Avenue, begin at noon, 1, and 2 P.M.; tours 
of Glessner House at 1, 2 and 3 P.M. Admis­
sion is $8 for both houses and $5 for one 
house; students and seniors pay $6 or $4; 
(312) 326-1480. 

rated from the central business core by the 
Chicago River, started gravitating toward 
the South Side for quicker accessibility to 
the Loop. On Prairie Avenue, around the 
corner from the Clarke House, a house 
reportedly costing $100,000 was built in 1869, 
and two years later Marshall Field moved 
into a mansion designed by the New Yorker 
Richard Morris Hunt, the future architect of 
The Breakers, Biltmore House and other 
Vanderbilt manors. Field was followed by 
the meatpacker P. D. Armour and George 
M. Pullman of the luxury railroad cars. 
They built enormous houses (both since 
demolished), and Prairie Avenue between 
16th and 22d Streets soon boasted some of 
the city's grandest mansions. In the words 
of Mary Alice Molloy, an architectural histo­
rian, it became "the most expensive street 
in America west of Fifth Avenue." 

kHE most distinctive house on the 
street, at 1800 Prairie Avenue, 
was commissioned by John J. 
and Frances Macbeth Glessner 
in 1885. Like Field, John 

Glessner, vice president of a manufacturing 
f i rm that became part of International Har­
vester, looked outside Chicago for an archi­
tect. After interviewing several other candi­
dates, including Stanford White, the 
Glessners chose the influential, Boston-
based Henry Hobson Richardson. He was at 
the pinnacle of his career, and his reinter-
pretations of Romanesque architecture 
(which came to be known as "Richardson-
ian Romanesque") were imitated by dozens 
of other late-19th-century architects. Spin­
offs of his stone behemoths can still be seen 
in downtowns from Connecticut to Kansas. 

Richardson was already in Chicago plan­
ning one of his finest buildings — a whole­
sale store for Marshall Field whose impact 
was so powerful in the downtown commer­
cial area that it caused Louis Sullivan to 
redesign the exterior of his 1889 Auditorium 
Building at South Michigan Avenue and 
Congress Street. Richardson met the 
Glessners in May 1885. (Appointments with 
Richardson were not easily arranged 
events; the architect weighed 345 pounds 
and had two hernias, each heavily trussed, 
and had to be carried everywhere.) 

As Richardson looked over the lot, at a 
smoky corner not far from the railroad 
tracks, he asked Glessner, "Have you the 
courage to build the house without windows 
on the front street?" Glessner said yes, and 
the next evening Richardson presented the 
couple with a sketch of a house with an L-
shaped first floor in which most of the 
principal rooms faced south toward a quiet, 
sunny interior courtyard. From the street, 
the house presented an unconventional, for­
tress-like exterior, enhanced by the fact that 
Richardson pushed the solid, unadorned 
walls up to the lot lines rather than setting 

Photographs by Pnul L Mcndetti for The New" York Times 

The Glessner l ibrary, w i t h a large oak table modeled after an even bigger one owned by the architect. 

them back and edging them with a grassy 
lawn. 

Pullman was so angered by Richardson's 
design that he persuaded W. W. Kimball, a 
piano manufacturer about to put up the next 
mansion near him, to hire his architect, 
Solon S. Beman, who had moved from New 
York to Chicago after the fire of 1871. Be­
man delivered a noncontroversial limestone 
chateau at 1801 Prairie Avenue. (The Kim­
ball house is now owned by the United States 
Soccer Federation.) 

The Glessner House is sheathed in rough-
cut pink and gray granite and topped by a 
red-tiled roof. Both the 18th Street and Prai­
rie Avenue sides have dramatically arched 
entryways that exemplify Richardson's use 
of the Romanesque. Details are subordinate 
to overall monumental forms to create, as 
he said, "a bold, rich, living architecture." 

The inside of the house is paneled in 
quarter-sawed oak, and the predominant 
colors are gold, green, wine and terra-cotta 
red. The reception hall radiates informality, 
from its beamed ceilings and fireplace 
tucked invitingly into a corner to its vividly 
patterned William Morris carpet. Both 
Richardson and the Glessners admired the 
English Arts and Crafts movement, and 
they ordered furniture, wallpaper, curtains, 

rugs and decorative objects from Morris's 
f i r m ; especially outstanding is their collec­
tion of ceramics and tiles by the potter 
William De Morgan. About 80 percent of the 
Glessners' original furnishings have re­
mained in the house, making it a showcase 
for Morris's work. 

The library is a homage to Richardson 
himself. The Glessners didn't move into 
their house until December 1887, well after 
Richardson's death in April 1886. But their 
relationship with him was affectionate, and 
the library contains several photographs of 
the architect. The gargantuan oak table 
carved with acanthus leaves was modeled 
after an even bigger one in Richardson's 
own library in Brookline, Mass., that the 
Glessners had remarked upon during their 
visits. 

The couple supported the Chicago Sym­
phony, and on several occasions the entire 
orchestra performed in the parlor and ad­
joining music room at the house. So did 
visiting artists like Paderewski and Caruso. 
To support an establishment like this, the 
family kept at least six servants, who were 
confined to the west wing of the house, 
consisting of the kitchen, butler's pantry, 
servants' dining room, cold room and un­
healed upstairs bedrooms. 

By World War I . Prairie Avenue was in 
decline, but the Glessners stayed there until 
John Glessner's death in 1936. By then, the 
three other Richardson buildings in Chicago 
had been torn down, and Glessner wanted to 
preserve the lone structure left in the city. 
He willed the house to the Chicago chapter 
of the American Institute of Architects, but 
they were unable to maintain it. The 
Glessner heirs then gave it to the Illinois 
Institute of Technology. Mies van der Rohe. 
who was on the faculty, taught in the house 
before he designed the campus for the 
school in 1940's and 50's. After the school 
moved away, the Chicago Architecture 
Foundation was established in 1966 express­
ly to save the Glessner House. Thanks to its 
efforts, the Glessner House is the only ex­
ample of Richardson's residential work that 
is preserved with extensive original furnish­
ings and open to the public. 

As Louis Sullivan wrote about Richardson 
in Chicago, "Buildings such as this, and 
there are not many of them, stand as land­
marks, as promontories, to the navigator. 
They show when and where architecture 
has taken on its outburst of form as a grand 
passion — amid a host of stage-struck-
wobbling mockeries." a 
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Hillary Rodham Clinton Women's Park and Gardens of Chicago 

General ThemeA/ision 

A unique park to comrnemorate the achievements of women, reflect, and enjoy: 

Gardens - e.g., heirloom, herb, flower, urban, shade, container, dye 
Women's History - commemorated through public lectures, programs, sculptures 
and markers 

Rest and Relaxation - urban haven for colorful blooming setting in historic area 

Entrances 
Flowering vine covered iron pergola structures incorporating park name 
Entrances at Prairie Avenue, 18 th Street, Indiana Avenue and south boundary 
Entrances for Greenhouse building and at 18* Street will be ADA accessible 

Demonstration Gardens 

Use for educational purposes in partnership with the Chicago Botanic Gardens 
Themed plots such as heirloom vegetable garden, scented garden, heirloom herb 
garden, prairie garden, dye garden, rose garden with sculptural centerpiece, etc. 
Volunteers will be organized for planting, maintenance, workshops, etc. 
Excellent learning opportunity for school groups through use of plant identification 
signs throughout 

Fountain and Sculpture Walk 

Opportunity to make strong axis from Clarke House to Prairie Avenue through the 
use of tree-lined walk incorporating areas for display of sculpture, as well as seating 
Active water feature with possible sculptural centerpiece of "mother and child" 
theme (Gary Price in Utah has been suggested as a potential sculptor) 
Scale of sculpture will dictate size of fountain base design and location in 
relationship to Clarke House 
The asymmetrical walkways leading to fountain are intended to give "breathing 
room" in front of the Clarke House for sculpture walk as well as unify the park 
design from its current "dividing line" (i.e., brick alley) 

Women's Memorial Path 

Create through the use of unique materials an artistic representation of a woman's 
journey through Hfe; curvilinear path strays from conventional path; in and out of 
traditional boundaries over a lifetime 
Incorporate names of the women to be included in the Chicago Women's 
Encyclopedia, approximately 400 names 
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Greenhouse Education Center 

The center will provide an orientation area for the Park, as well as an education 
center in connection with the programs of the Chicago Botanic Gardens. Also, ADA 
accessible restrooms and small catering kitchen will be located in this building 
Dedicated area for year-round conservatory, with workshops, small information 
center and retail outlet for plants, harvested seeds, books, historic information, etc. 
The center is to be of constructed of glass, iron, with a stone base - complementary 
to the entrance pergolas and in keeping with the historic character of the Prairie 
Avenue District 

Open Lawn Area and Summer House 

Open lawn seating for concerts and public programs 
Airy gazebo structure relating to other architectural elements in the park 
Possibly install lawn chairs for flexible seating 
For events, lawn , area could accommodate, tents, stages, etc. for revenue 
generation 

Storytelling Garden 

Dedicated area consisting of low rocks for storytelling purposes to schoolchildren 
Alternate location for sculpture centerpiece with "mother and child" theme 

Lighting, Sound, Seating, Street Furniture, Signage, Fencing 

Select appropriate lighting per city's Master Lighting Plan, preferably low 
ornamental lighting along paths to be both aesthetically pleasing and provide for 
sense of security within the park during nighttime hours 
Incorporate a sound system into the park for background and event purposes, 
possibly playing opera music in the garden areas 
Benches and trash containers in keeping with existing city programming 
Incorporate park name into ornamental trellis structures at entrances 
Create signage program labeling all plants, trees and other necessary signs to 
complement historic character of area and with City's cultural signage plan 
Any new fencing will be in keeping with that of the wrought iron fencing already 
surrounding the Park along Prairie and Indiana Avenues » , 

Accessibility 

All entrances, paths and facilities to be ADA compliant, where possible. The design 
of some of the historic landmark structures, i.e., Clarke House and Prairie Avenue 
Street Fence/Wall, may restrict accessibility. We will work with the Mayor's Office 
of Persons with Disabilities to exceed requirements as much as possible 
An enabling garden which is both ADA accessible and child-friendly 

• -3- / , 



Management/Maintenance 

Programming for the Park to be a joint venture between the City of Chicago -
Department of Cultural Affairs (current manager) and the Chicago Botanic Garden 
Maintenance to remain under the jurisdiction of the City of Chicago - Department 
of General Services, in coordination with the Department of Cultural Affairs 

Financing 

The financing for this project for the infrastructure and greenhouse improvements 
will be funded by the City of Chicago, in coordination with that for the gardens by 
Chicago Botanic Gardens 
We have received interest in contributions thus far from the Chicago Federation of 
Labor, as well as informational interest from other civic/community organizations 

Cost 

See attached preliminary cost estimate breakdown on Page 5 

Schedule 

See attached tentative project implementation schedule on Page 5 

Current/Future Uses 

The Park is proposed as one of the sites considered for the Millennium Flower 
Festival in 2001. This event is a joint venture between the City of Chicago and the 
Chicago Botanic Gardens 

Some of the events/organizations which utilize the Park currently are: 

Open Hand Chicago Annual Croquet Tournament 
Chicagoland Bicycle Federation for a Rest AreaA/Vater Stop, also serves as 
rest area for "Boulevard Lakefront Tour" 
HSI Productions, Inc. for television commercial casting 
Detour 2 Discovery Day School for children's picnic 
Woman Made Galleries annual picnic 
Poetry in the Park program as part of "Downtown Thursday Night" promotion 
Coalition for Labor Union Women for annual picnic 
Glessner House Docent annual picnic 
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Design (underway) 

Preliminary Cost Estimates 

Greenhouse, Park Features, Gardens for 

Preliminary Park Design For "Bid Set "Plans = $200,000 

Greenhouse Education Center 

Dimensions: 25' x 92' - 2300 s.f. @ $200/s.f. = $460,000 

Fountain 

Assuming a 10' to 20' diameter pool, 

including utilities, stonework, installation = $350,000 

Site Improvements/Construction 

Utilities, site prep, landscaping, fencing, lighting, sound 
system, walkways, entrances, features, etc. for Park = $1,000,000 
Total Estimated Cost V $2,010,000 

Tentative Project Implementation Timeline 

Preliminary Site Design Review July 1 - 31 1998 

Site Design August 1 - November 1, 1998 

Construction Bidding , - * September 1 - November 1, 1998 

Preliminary Site Preparation and Landscaping November 1 - December 1, 1998 

Site Preparation, Utility Relocation December 1,1998 - March 1, 1999 

Greenhouse Construction March 1 - June 30, 1999 

Final Site Preparation, Planting, Site Construction March 1 - June 30, 1999 

Opening and Dedication (tentative target date) June 30, 1999 

-5-
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Richard M. Daley, Mayor 
Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs 
Lois Weisberg, Commissioner 

McKay Landscape Architects 
1417 North Dayton Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60622 

Sca/f.- r - 20'0-





ff^V:^ 



v < : ^ i i i r m n r ^ " ' ' f 



hut 





The Prairie Avenue 

Historic District 

preserves a rich 

variety of 

nineteenth centun/ 

residential 

architecture in an 

ever-changing 

urban 

neighborhood. 

I II K U R B A N 

I It O \ I I i: It 

When Caroline and Henry Clarke moved 

to the brash frontier town of Chicago in 

1835, what is now the Prairie Avenue 

Historic District was still a lonely strip of 

sandy prairie bordering Lake Michigan. 

Today, the Clarkes' restored Greek 

Revival home tells a compelling tale of 

family life on the urban frontier. As the 

city's oldest surviving building, the 

Clarke House is where Chicago begins. 

\ L I V I N G 

N K I G II B O R H O O D 

In a single generation, Prairie Avenue 

was transformed into the neighborhood 

that Chicago's most prosperous 

entrepreneurs called home. The 

Pullmans, Armours, Fields, and Kimballs 

all lived on Prairie Avenue. The Prairie 

Avenue Historic District now preserves 

their legacy in this diverse urban 

neighborhood. 

Real people lived 

and worked on 

Prairie Avenue -

high society and 

working class -

men. women, and 

children - people 

who shaped 

Chicago and 

America. 

Chicago's unique 

contributions to 

American 

architecture and 

design have been 

part of our daily 

lives for over 100 

years. 

. . . . it i: i» i; i i N i N G 

r I I i: i it it A > ii <» >i i: 

The 1887 home of John J . and Frances 

M. Glessner provides a rare opportunity 

to explore the interior of a residence 

designed by Henry Hobson Richardson, 

whose work revolutionized American 

architecture. Through the decorative 

furnishings and open floor plan, the 

architect and client together redefined 

Victorian living. Modern American 

residential architecture begins with 

Glessner House. 



I N T I M A T E 

C U S T O M T O U R S 

Whether you want to tour the Glessner 

House and Clarke House museums, walk 

the Prairie Avenue Historic District, or 

rent space for a special function, the 

Prairie Avenue House Museums will work 

with you to meet your needs. 

To arrange for custom tours, 
call the Tour Center. 

tel: 312-326-1480 
fax:312-326-1397 

i i rv~ iv iv i 

mmmm P r a i r i e Avenue 
House Museums 

5 M 8 N I T 1. S F R O M 

l» O W !\ T O W N C II i t A « O 

1800 S. Prairie Ave., Chicago. IL 60616-1333 

Two blocks east of Michigan Ave. on 18th St. 

CTA buses 1,3, & 4 on Michigan to 18th St. 

Lake" 
. Michigan 

A. Prairie Avenue 

House M u s e u m s 

B. Shedd Aquarium 

C. Field Museum 

D. Adler Planetarium 

E. Soldier Field 

F. American Police 

Center & Museum 

G. 2nd Presbyterian Church 

H. Chinatown 

I. McCormick Place 

H O U R S 

Docent-guided tours Wednesday - Sunday 

Tours of Clarke House at noon, 1, and 2 pm 

Tours of Glessner House at 1, 2, and 3 pm 

Admission : $8 for both houses ($6 Students/Seniors) 

$5 for one house ($4 Students/Seniors) 

Custom/group tours and rates by reservation 

Tour Center: 3 1 2 - 3 2 6 - 1 4 8 0 

fax: 312-326-1397 

! ILLINOIS 



When first built, 
the liQwse was subject of much 

remark by passers-by... 

In 1885, John and Frances 

Glessner hired Boston 

architect Henry Hobson 

Richardson. Over the next 

year, he adapted the couple's 

specifications for gracious 

living into the stately home 

that helped redefine American 

domestic architecture. A 

radical departure from tradi­

tional residential design, 

Glessner House created a 

John Jacob Glessner 

The Stoivofa House. 1923 

furor among the denizens of 

its exclusive Prairie Avenue 

neighborhood, causing 

George Pullman to proclaim, 

"I do not know what I have 

ever done to have that thing 

staring me in the face every 

time I go out of my door." 

Nestled inside the fortress­

like, rusticated granite exterior 

is an oak-paneled English Arts 

and Crafts interior and a 

charming central courtyard. 

Visitors are embraced by the 

home's warmth and enchant­

ed by the eminently livable 

spaces it offers. 

Throughout their years togeth­

er, John and Frances Glessner 

studied the principles of the 

Aesthetic and English Arts 

and Crafts movements and 

put these principles into 

practice when making their 

decorating choices. The result 

of their dedication is an out­

standing level of sophistica­

tion in the collections. 

Glessner House Museum 

boasts a veritable garden of 

earthly delights for the appre­

ciation and study of decorative 

arts. From the Isaac Scott 

cabinetry and the Morris & 

Co. textiles, to the eclectic 

array of ceramics, the muse­

um offers visitors a singular 

experience in which nearly 

all of the furnishings and 

appointments are original to 

the family. Visitors to this 

historic home thrill at the hun­

dreds of glorious art objects 

that grace the period rooms. 

. - . ' M j i i i i i . L ' . ' i i i : - : : : ; - . 
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There are collections of Galle and 
Venetian and other rare glass, of 

porcelains and pottery and bronzes, 
of De Morgan and Minton 

and other rare tiles... 
John Jacob Glessner 

The Slorv oi3 House. 1923 

Your forbears...have made their altar 
around the family hearthstone, 

and have tried to keep to its legends 
when compelied to leave it... 

John Jacob Glessner 

The Slorv of o House. 1923 

John, a captain of industry, 

returned each evening to a 

domestic retreat made gra­

cious through the efforts of 

his wife and the staff of eight 

servants she took great pains 

to manage. John and Frances, 

whose enduring love match 

spanned more than fifty years, 

also shared a consuming 

interest in the life of the mind, 

supporting numerous cultural 

institutions and helping to 

found the Chicago Symphony 

Orchestra. 

The stories that live within 

the walls of Glessner House 

tell the tale of Chicago in an 

era that, more than any other, 

shaped urban America—the 

family life and fashion trends, 

masters and servants, high 

culture and crass con­

sumerism, intellectual 

achievements and industrial 

brawn. The spirit of the Gilded 

Age lives in Glessner House 

and visitors not only learn its 

cultural history, they experi­

ence the ambiance of this 

bygone world. 



In time... 
old Prairie Avenue will 

come into its own again... 
Addie H. Gregory, c 1930 

Glessner House National Historic Landmark stands at 18th Street 

and Prairie Avenue in the heart of the Prairie Avenue Historic 

District—just two miles south of Chicago's Loop. The district 

today is experiencing a boom, with a new generation of residents 

infusing the Near South Side with new vitality. The neighborhood 

that at the end of the nineteenth century was called "the sunny 

street of the sifted few" is once again home to up-and-coming 

young urban families. 

Glessner 
House 
Museum 

A National 
Historic Landmark 

The Tours 
• Public guided tours of 

Glessner House Museum 
Wednesday - Sunday at 
1,2, and 3 p.m. 

• Guided walking tours of 
the Prairie Avenue Historic 
District are offered 
Saturdays, May-September. 

• Custom tours for groups of 
twenty or more are available 
by advanced reservation. 

• Glessner House Museum 
welcomes inquiries regard­
ing rentals for corporate 
and private functions. 

mmmm 

A. Glessner House Museum 
B. Clarke House 
C. National Vietnam Veterans 

Art Museum & Cafe V 
D. Woman Made Gallery 
E. Second Presbyterian Church 
F. Field Museum 
G. Shedd Aquarium 
H. Soldier Field 
I. McCormick Place 
J. Chinatown G L E S S N E R H O U S E M U S E U M 

1 8 0 0 S O U T H P R A I R I E A V E N U E 

C H I C A G O , I L L I N O I S 6 0 6 1 6 

31 2 - 3 2 6 - 1 4 8 0 • FAX 3 1 2 - 3 2 6 - 1 3 9 7 

Glessner House Museum, a not-for-profit organization, welcomes contributions, 

which are tax deductible as permitted by IRS regulations. 



The National Vietnam i Art Museum 
The National Vietnam Veterans Art Museum 
is dedicated to collecting, cataloging, 
preserving, and displaying works of art 
created by Americans who served in the 
armed forces in the Vietnam War. Located in 
Chicago, Illinois this national center also has 
a primary role in public education and 
research on the war. 

The Museum 
The art collection received a permanent 
home in November 1995 and semifinal 
funding to begin renovations on the building 
through the generous support and commit­
ment of Mayor Daley, the City of Chicago, 
and the McCormick Foundation. Located at 
1801 South Indiana Avenue, the Museum is 
adjacent to the famous Glessner House 
located in the Historic Prairie Avenue 
District. The facility includes three floors of 
exhibit space, an administrative area, a 
library, classrooms, a multimedia theater, a 
helicopter gallery, museum store, cafe and a 
beautiful courtyard. 

The Collection 
The art collection is the only one of its kind 
in the nation. Over 500 pieces of art 
represent nearly every medium from 
painting, sculpture, and photography to 
poetry, letters, and diaries. Works of more 
than 95 artists from around the world, all of 
whom served in Vietnam, will be on display 
when the Museum opens its doors in 
August, 1996. A fine arts book on the 
collection will be published by Abrams 
Publishing, New York. A web page is also 
being created for the Museum. In addition to 
the collection of artworks, the Museum will 
also feature interactive dioramas with its 
impressive collection of artifacts which 
include uniforms, medals, weaponry, and a 
Huey helicopter. 

Karl Michel - Loomings 

The National Vietnam Vete Ait Museum 
opened it doors on August 25,1996 in a spirit 
of healing, compassion, understanding and 
national pride. Private sector support is 
urgently needed to complete renovations on 
the building, curate the art collection and 
complete educational materials. This is an 
important opportunity to help preserve and 
understand the images and emotions of a vital 
time in American history. 
Your support is very much appreciated and 
will be acknowledged in many important 
ways, from being listed as a founding 
member of the Museum on the donor wall to 
a variety of media and publications. Special 
naming opportunities have been established 
for those who wish to make a leadership 
committment to the Museum. 

Naming Opportunities 
Museum $5,000,000.00 
Main Lobby 1,000,000.00 
Courtyard 75,000.00 
Helicopter Gallery 500,000.00 
Library 500,000.00 
Theater 350,000.00 
Art Galleries 250,000.00 
Classrooms 100,000.00 
Cafe and Gift Shop 50,000.00 
Exhibits 25,000.00 
Individual Art Sponsors 10,000.00 
Donor Wall 1,000.00 

Other Items Needed 
Computer Systems • Office Equipment • Art 
Conservation • Crates for Traveling Exhibit • 
Office/Classroom Furniture • Courtyard 
Furniture • Printed Materials • etc. 

For further information, contact: 
SONDRA VARCO 
National Vietnam Veterans Art Museum 
1801 S. Indiana 
Chicago, IL 60616 
(312) 326-0270 

Cleveland Wright - We Regret to Inform You 
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National Vietnam Veterans Art Museum 
The NVVAM is located at 1801 S. Indiana, and 
18th Street, one block east of Michigan Avenue, 
in the heart of the Prairie Avenue Historic 
District. It is easily accessible by public trans­
portation and close to 1-55 and 1-90. 

The NVVAM is a non-profit, tax-exempt organi­
zation. The exhibits programming and opera­
tions are member supported and privately 
funded through contributions from individuals, 
corporations, and foundations. Additional 
funding has been provided through various city, 
state and federal grants. 

The National Vietnam Veterans Art Museum 
1801 S. Indiana Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60616 
Phone:312-326-0270 
Fax: 312-326-9769 

Hours: 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday: 

11:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 

11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 
Closed Major Holidays. 

LAKE MICHIGAN 

LAKE SHORE DRIVE 

CALUMET 

S. INDIANA AVE 

MICHIGAN AVE 

PRAIRIE 

IWAM 

Public Transportation: 
From Michigan Avenue, take a #3 Bus, or a #4 
Bus - South, to 18th Street. Proceed one (1) 
block East to Museum. 

Richard Yohnka -
This Is How 
You Died 

This collection is an account of a critically important and still 
misunderstood period in our history, a period that had an undeniable effect 
on all of us. Obviously, no group feels this effect more keenly than the men 

who went, who served, and who returned. 

This collection embodies the work of some 90 of these unique men, and 
represents the spirit and perspective of so many more. Through their art we 

are treated to a rare and powerful account of that historic period. It is, 
perhaps, the most accurate account of all. 

Now that the national consciousness is focusing greater attention on the 
people and events that Vietnam affected, the importance of this collection 

is all too apparent. 



A sweeping greensward, 
just completed, now 

connects the city's three 
lakeside museums. 

. BY BRENDAFOWLER il 

Four estates within an 
easy drive of downtown, 
with extensive gardens. 

TOP Walkways wind through the 57-acrc Museum offer a oeaceful respite. 
Campus where Lake Shore Drive once was. 
INSET At Field Museum's Butterfly Garden. BY SUSAN CRAWFORD 10 

I wo historic houses 
on Prairie Avenue, onc& 
the most fashionable :: 

address in town. 
BYAVISBERMAN li 

PhoBucai*! hy Pml V MtrMtft lor Hit Knr YM U r n 

i.SFT The prairie at Fcrnwood. a botanical garden and nature preserve less than two hours from Chicago. RIGHT Fireplace in the Music Room at the Glessner House, designed by Hcnrv Hobson Richardson in 18'86' 
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T H E G R E E N B E T W E E N 
Chicago has rerouted a highway and linked three museums with user-friendly parkland 

B y B R E N D A F O W L E R 

I
H A V E .n lwnys b e e n a l i u l c in a w e of 

t he a p p r o a c h l o rhe F i e l d M u s e u m in 

C h i c a g o . H e a d i n g sou Hi o n L a k e S h o r e 

D r i v e , w h i c h u n w i n d s b e t w e e n t h e 

p a r k - l i n e d s h o r e s o f L a k e M i c h i g a n 

a n d t h e l o w e r i n g e d g e of t h e c i t y , t h e m o t o r -

' is t is l u r e d s t r a i g h t on t o w a r d i h e b r o a d 

s t e p s a n d c l a s s i c a l c o l u m n s of t h e B e a u x -

A r t s m u s e u m . A t t h e las t m o m e n t , t h e b u s y 

r o a d is f o r c e d t o b e n d t o t h i s m o n u m e n t a l 

t e m p l e of k n o w l e d g e , a n d u n t i l r e c e n t l y , t h e 

' s o l u t i o n w a s s y m m e t r y . T h e s o u t h b o u n d 

l a n e s p a s s e d t o t h e w e s t , a n d t h e n o r t h b o u n d 

t o (he eas t , c u t t i n g a c l o s e a r c pas t t h e 

a r e a ' s o t h e r t w o l a k e f r o n t m u s e u m s , t h e 

' John G . Shedd A q u a r i u m a n d t h e M a x A d l e r 

P l a n e t a r i u m a n d A s t r o n o m y M u s e u m . 

F o r m a n y a c o m m u t e r , t h e d a l l y b r u s h 

p a s t t hese g r e a t m u s e u m s w a s a r e m i n d e r 

no t t o n e g l e c t t he c i t y ' s c u l t u r a l a i t r a c t i o n s . 

Bu t f o r r m i s e u m v i s i t o r s , t he t r a f f i c on L a k e 

S h o r e D r i v e w a s n o i s y , u n s i g h t l y a n d e v e n a 

l i t t l e d a n g e r o u s . T h e F i e l d w a s s t r a n d e d o n 

an i s l a n d , l i n k e d t o t h e S h e d d b y a g r i m y 

p e d e s t r i a n t u n n e l u n d e r L a k e S h o r e D r i v e . 

T h e c i t y d e c i d e d i t d i d n ' t h a v e t o be t h a t 

w a y . I n a m o v e i h a t t o o k I I y e a r s a n d -SI 10 

m i l l i o n , t he n o r t h b o u n d l a n e s of t h e d r i v e 

w e r e r e r o u t e d t o r u n a l o n g s i d e the s o u t h ­

b o u n d ones on t h e w e s t s i d e o f t h e F i e l d 

M u s e u m a n d S o l d i e r F i e l d , t h e s t a d i u m Just 

to t h e s o u t h , w h e r e t h e C h i c a g o B e a r s foo t ­

b a l l t e a m p l a y s . W i t h t h e c o m p l e t i o n o f t h a i 

p r o j e c t in 1990, ; m d a n o i l i c r y e a r a n d n h a l f 

o f c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d l a n d s c a p i n g , t h e p l e a s -

.ant r e s u l t is t he M u s e u m C a m p u s , a n e w 57-

" a c r e e x t e n s i o n o f t h e l a k e f r o n t B u r n h a m 

^ P a r k , w h i c h e n c o m p a s s e s t h e c i t y ' s t r i o of 

r<na iura l h i s t o r y m u s e u m s . 

L a s t m o n t h , w h e n t h e n e w c a m p u s o f f i -

^ c i a l l y o p e n e d , 1 v i s i t e d it a n d t h e m u s e u m s 

^ s e v e r a l t i m e s . O n e w e e k d a y , j u s t as t h e 

^ m u s e u m s w e r e o p e n i n g , I a r r i v e d b y c a r 

^ d o w n L a k e S h o r e D r i v e , f o l l o w e d s i g n s t o 

MJie M u s e u m C a m p u s , a n d p a r k e d e a s i l y in 

• BRENDA FOWLEH mntributes In Th? N-w 

fcVoi-b Times from Chictti;o. 

ABOVI; The skeleton of a brachiosaurus in the Field Museum, BELOW The Adler Planetarium and Astronomy 
Museum and its new promenade along Lake Michigan, TOP The Shedd Aquarium. 

i h e lot t o t h u eas t nf t he F i e l d M u s e u m . 

W h i l e t h e r e is s t i l l s o m e p l a n t i n g to do , 

e s p e c i a l l y a r o u n d the A d l e r P l a n c t a r l u n i . 

t he i m p r o v e m e n i s a r e v i s i b l e e v e r y w h u r o 

B i k e a n d p e d e s t r i a n p a i h s a l o n g the l a k e 

h a v e m u l t i p l i e d , a n d i h e l a n d r e c l a i m e d 

f m n i i h e r n n d h e t v e e n the Shedd a n d the 

F i e l d n m s e u m s has been p l a n t e d in g t a s c 

a n d y o u n g s n p l m p F L o i i of peop le [ ^ a w 

w e r e h e a d i n g i n i o one n[ i h e m u s e u m s , b i n 

o t h e r s w e r e j u s t e x p l o r i n g the n e w p a r k . 

R o l l e r h l a d m y on i h e s m o o t h n e w p a v e m e n i , 

n r h a v i n g a p i c n i c w h i l e w a t c h i n g the s m a l l 

p l a n e s l a n d a n d l a k e o f f at M e i g s F i e l d , t he 

l i n y a i r p n n i h a t j u r e i n t o the l a k e j u s t to the 

s o u t h of t he m u s e u m a r e a . 

E v e r y w e e k e n d t h r o u g h L a b o r D a y . t h e 

c i t y ' s p a r k d i s i r i c i a n d t h e m u s e u m s a r e 

s p o n s o n n g f r e e o m d o o r a c t i v i t i e s , l i k e 

s t o r y t e l l i n g a n d m a k i n g s u n d i a l s , u n d e r 

t e n t s e r e c t e d on i hc g r o u n d s . T h e C h i c a g o 

A r c h i t e c t u r e F o u n d a i i o n is o f f e r i n g f r e e 

w a l k i n g l o u r s t h i s m o m h i h a t f o c u s on i h c 

a r c l i t i e c t u r e a n d i t i c l a n d s c a p i n g o f i h c 

c a m p u s A n d nn ihe n o r t h e a s i e r n c o r n e r 

o u t s i d e the F i e l d M u s e u m , v i s i t o r s c a n 

c h e c k t h e i r R o l l e r b l a d e s at a f r e e v a l e t a r e a 

n r l ock i h c t r b i k e s a i a d j a c e n t r a c k s . 

In f r o m of i h e F i e l d M u s e u m , w h e r e e i g h i 

l a n e s of L a k e Sho re D r i v e o n c e c o n v e r g e d , 

t h e r e is n o w an e n o r m o u s i h r e e - t i e r e d l a w n , 

c o v e r e d in t h i r k f;r.Ti<; pn m v i i i n y i h a t o v e r y 

c h i l d 1 s a w i h e r o one w a r m e v e n i n g h a d to 

t r y r n l l i i i p c lown it f r n n i one l e v e l t o i h e 

o t h e r . T h i s g r a s s y r i se m a k e s (he m o t o r i s i s ' 

a p p r o a c h f r o m L a k e S h o r e D r i v e e v e n 

g r a n d e r . A n d p e d e s t r i a n s n o w a r r i v e v i a a 

m o n u n i e n t a l g a t e w a y l h a i passes u n d e r t h e 

d r i v e f r o m G r a n t P a r k . 

T h e m i n d s b e h i n d t h e M u s e u m C a m p u s 

s e e m i n l e n l on m a k i n g I h e m u s e u m s p l a c e s 

peop le c a n e a s d y d r o p i n t o f o r a b r i e f v i s i t . 

O n t h e s o u t h s i de n f i h c F i e l d is a n e w 

l i v i n g b m t e r f l y g a r d e n , w h i c h o p e n e d in 

M a y . t h a t s h o w s these c r e a t u r e s in e v e r y 

s i a g e o f d e v c l o p m e n i . I n s i d e i h e c o c o o n l i k e 

t c m a r e n e a r l y t h r e e d o z e n v a r i e t i e s of 

h u t i c r f l i e s a n d m o t h s , w h i c h f l a p f r e e l y 

ConfinMcd on Pope 22 

THE 

-LOOP -

. C h i c a g o j " i Sj 2 

... . . gi 

; Shedd 
1 W | , Aquar ium 

RCOSSVEiTRQ | / \ 

I M i d i t lu ta l 

Adler 
Planetar ium 
and A t t r o n o m y 
M U M U I 

(jr.-Vsr-r 

. . G l c s i n c r i_J_'. \ 
H is tor ic H o m o j ' ', 
M l t s c t i m , ! \ ' i - 1 

1 ' • F&iSl \ \ 
Cl. irkc Histor ic ! ^ r ! 
House Museum = ' 

B L U E P R I N T S F R O M 
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On Chicago's first Gold Coast a clapboard manor and a granite fortress with tales to tell 

B y A V I S B E R M A N 

A Y " a r c h i i e c i u r e " a n d " C h i c a g o " 

' i n t h e s a m e s e n t e n c e , a n d m o s i 

, p e o p l e ' s i h o u g h t s j u m p m L o u i s 

J S u l l i v a n a n d F r a n k L l o y d 

W r i g h l . t o i h c P r a i r i e Schoo l a n d 

i hc b i n h of i h e t a l l b u i l d i n g . T h e s e a s p e c i s 

of C h i c a g o ' s c u l t u r a l e n v i r o n m e n t a r c u n ­

d e n i a b l e , b u t t h e c i t y has s u c h a s u p e r a b u n -

AV'IS BERMAN is wnrhing on a bnof; nlionf 

./rimes AfcNcrlf U'lusKer mid flic IKeioiy 

world, w be published by Ciarkson Potter. 

d a n c e of b u i l d i n g s i y l e s t h a t e v e n a r c l m e c t s 

a n d a r c h i t c c i u r a l f a s h i o n s t h a i a r e no i i den ­

t i f i e d w i t h i h e M i d w e s i f l o u r i s h e d t h e r e . In 

f a c t , a n y o n e w h o w a i n s t o s a m p l e f u l l y i h e 

a r c l n t e c t u r a t b a n q u e t t h a i is C h i c a g o s h o u l d 

c o n s i d e r i n u r i n g t h e P r a i r i e A v e n u e H i s t o r ­

ic D i s t r i c t , i h c c i t y ' s f i r s i G o l d Coas t . 

A f t e r d e c a d e s of d e c a y . P r a i r i e A v e n u e , 

n o w a s e m i - i n d u s t r i a l n e i g h b o r h o o d s t r u g ­

g l i n g t o w a r d r e n e w a l , is i r y i n g i o m a r k e t 

i t se l f as a l o f i s - a n d - l a n e , u p - a n d - c o m i n g a n 

d i s t r i c t . T h e r e , on t h e S o m l i S ide , v i s i t o r s 

w i l l f i n d , w i t h i n a b l o c k of e a c h o i l i e r , t he 

C la r i ce a n d G l e s s n e r H o u s e s , t w o e x a m p l e s 

of h i g h E a s i C n a s i s i y l e s u c c e s s f u l l y t r a n s ­

p l a n t e d t o t h e M i d d l e W e s i . B o t h a r c n o w 

m u s e u m s open i o i h e p u b l i c . 

T r a n s p l a m e d is the o p e r a t i v e w o r d f o r 

t he H e n r y B. C l a r k e H o u s e , w h i c h w a s 

m o v e d in 1S72 f r o m i ts o r i g i n a l s i t e on Sou th 

M i c h i g a n A v e n u e , i h e n c a n e d b a c k in 1!)77 

i n i t s p r e s e n i l o c a n o n ai 1855 S o m l i I n d i a n a 

A v e n u e , abou t t w n b l o c k s a w a y f r o m w h o r e 

n s t o o d in t h e f i r s t p l a c e . 

T h e C l a r k e House , w h i c h w e n l u p in I S M . 

is t h o u g h i i o bo i h e o ldes t b u i l d i n g in C h i ­

c a g o . S t y l i s t i c a l l y an a n o m a l y , i t is a c l a p -

h o a r d s i r u c m r e in i h a t m a s o n r y c i l y . b u t i t s 

s i r a n g e n e s s does not e n d t h e r e . W i t h i t s 

s i a t e l y w h i l e c o l o n n a d e s , G r e e k R e v i v a l 

p e d i m e n t a n d c u p o l a , i h e house ( p r o b a b l y 

the w o r k of a C h i c a g o c a r p e n t e r ) s e e m s 

Glessner House: Henry Hobson Richardson's Romanesque front and the master bedroom. 

m o r e l i k e l y to be f o u n d in a N o w E n g l a n d 

s e a c o a s i l o w n i h a n in w h a i w a s f a r m c o u n ­

t r y in t h e m i d d l e of a f l a t p l a i n . ( T h e 

C l a r k e s ' c o n t e m p o r a r i e s a p p a r e n t l y 

I h o u g h i so . I O O ; in t h e 1850*s, a f a v o m e 

S u n d a y e x c u r s i o n f o r c e n t r a l c i i y d w e l l e r s 

w a s a c a r r i a g e r i d e out i o see t h e house . ) 

H e n r y a n d C a r o l i n e P a l m e r C l a r k e w e r e 

j u s i as f o r e i g n i o C h i c a g o as t h e n house . 

T h e y w e r e b o t h f r o m U u c a , N.Y. . w h e r e 

G r e e k R e v i v a l h o u s e s d o i i c d the l a n d s c a p e . 

In 18.15 i h e y m i g r a t e d t o i h e f r o n t i e r se t t l e ­

m e n t a i i h e f oo i of L a k e M i c h i g a n , w h e r e 

H e n r y C l a r k e b e c a m e a p a r t n e r i n a w h o l e ­

sa le h a r d w a r e f i r m i h a t s o l d f o r m i n g a n d 

n a p p i n g i m p l e m e n t s . T h e c o u p l e b o u g h t 20 

a c r e s of g r a s s l a n d b o r d e r e d b y t h e l a k e on 

i h e e a s i , w h a t is n o w S t a t e S t ree t on i h e 

w e s i . K i t h Si r e e l on the n o r t h a n d 17th S t r e e t 

nu i h e s o u i h . T h e C l a r k e s s i a r t e d ou t i n a l og 

c a b i n , h m t h e y w e r e so h o m e s i c k t h a i i h e y 

bu i l t i h e i r g r a c i o u s t w o - s i o r y , s i x - b e d r o o m 

m a n o r t o r e m i n d t h e m of i h c E a s i Coas i 

s o c i e t y t h e y h a d l e f i b e h i n d . T h e i r m i n i -

t e m p l e , f o r a l l i t s c l a s s i c a l g r a n d e u r , c o u l d 

o n l y be r e a c h e d b y an o l d I n d i a n p a t h ( t o ­

d a y ' s M i c h i g a n A v e n u e ) t h a t r a n hy i h e i r 

f r o m d o o r . 

T h e P a n i c of 18.17 r u i n e d C l a r k e ' s b u s i ­

ness , a n d he a n d C a r o l i n e d i d n ' t h a v e t h e 

m o n e y to d e c o r n l e i h e i r n e w h o u s e . C l a r k e 

b e g a n s u p p o n i n g h is w i f e a n d s i x c h i l d r e n 

as a f a r m e r a n d i r a p p e r , a n d t h e i r u n f u r ­

n i s h e d p a r l o r s w e r e h u n g w i i h d e e r , s n i p e , 

p l o v e r , q u a i l a n d d u c k . B y the n i i d - l S 4 0 ' s 

C l a r k e w a s on h i s w a y l o e a r n i n g m o r e 

m o n e y , b u t in ISJO he d i e d in a c h o l e r a 

e p i d e m i c t h a t w i p e d o m 3 p e r c e n t of t he 

c i t y ' s p o p u l a t i o n . 

C h i c a g o soon s p r e a d s o u t h t o w a r d 

C l a r k e ' s o n c e - r e m o t e p r o p e r t y . M i c h i g a n 

A v e n u e b e c a m e a p r o p e r t h o r o u g h f a r e , a n d 

in t h e ISSO's C a r o l i n e C l a r k e r e c o u p e d t h e 

f a m i l y ' s los i f o r t u n e b y s u b d i v i d i n g h e r 

a c r e a g e a n d s e l l i n g o f f 1O\B. She f i n i s h e d a n d 

f u r n i s h e d t h e house as she l i k e d . 

ABOVE The Henry B. Clarke 
House dates back to 1836. 
BELOW The tea parlor. 

r ^ p t ' h i Pn,, ! I. H i e New Vf t i l i T imr - . 

T h e e l e g a n t I m p r e s s i o n b e g i n s w i t h t h e 

e m r y w a y : t h e f r o m d o o r is t a l l , a n d I ts 

t r a n s o m a n d s i d e l i g h t s a r e d i v i d e d b y d e l i ­

c a t e m u l l i o n s . T h e w i d e c e n t r a l h a l l Is .cov­

e r e d i n pa le g r a y w a l l p a p e r p r i n t e d to r e ­

s e m b l e cu t s t o n e , a n d it l e a d s t o a s p a c i o u s 

p a r l o r a n d d i n i n g r o o m c h a r a c t e r i z e d by 

e l a b o r a t e f i n i s h e s a n d o m a m e n t a l i o n . T h e 

m a n t e l p i e c e s in e a c h r o o m a r e p a l n t e d ' t n 

C n n f i i i n c r l on F o l l o w m j ; P n g e 
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faux-marbre patterns, and the ceiling me­
dallion in the parlor is blue, green, pink, 
gray and brown, highlighted with touches of 
gold and encircled with gold leaves. 

All the paint, wallpaper, carpets and 
floors are faithfully restored or recreated 
versions of what Caroline Clarke chose, but 
her furnishings have long since disappeared 
from the house. To create typical upper-
middle-class interiors of the time, museum 
curators substituted American Empire and 
Victorian furniture dating from 1836 to 1860. 
The docents supply provocative details 
about what life would have been like for a 
family who had known both comfort and 
near poverty. 

Debra Frels, who was my guide, concen­
trated on manners and customs. The opaque 
glass windows in the north parlor, which 
was used as a sickroom, were installed, she 
said, because it was thought that too much 
light was bad for the digestion. A pier table 
in the south parlor was fitted with a mirror 
below its base "so ladies could check to see 
that their hems were in place, and that no 
part of their petticoat or foot showed." 
Upstairs, where the Clarke daughters once 
slept, she pointed to the bed that sits on a 
network of ropes, which the girls had to 
tighten each night. 

Caroline Clarke died in 1860. Her children 
lived in the house until 1872, when they sold 
it. Its southern location protected it from the 
Great Fire of 1871 — but the new owners, 
wanting a more rural location, moved the 
house 28 blocks south and one block west, to 
South Wabash Avenue. This family lived in 
the house until 1941, when a church bought 
it. After numerous pleas from the congrega­
tion, the city acquired the house in 1977 and 
purchased the plot of land for it near the 
original Clarke property. 

Just as the Clarke children were prepar­
ing to leave the neighborhood, it was becom­
ing the most fashionable place to live in 
town. Wealthy Chicagoans, seeing that the 
north and west sides of the city were sepa-

If you go 
Guided tours for the Clarke and Glessner 

Houses begin at the Tour Center (the 
Glessners' former stables) on the 18th 
Street side of 1800 South Prairie Avenue. 
They are open Wednesday through Sunday. 
Tours of Clarke House, 1855 South Indiana 
Avenue, begin at noon, 1, and 2 P.M.; tours 
of Glessner House at 1, 2 and 3 P.M. Admis­
sion is $8 for both houses and $5 for one 
house; students and seniors pay $6 or $4; 
(312) 326-1480. 

rated from the central business core by the 
Chicago River, started gravitating toward 
the South Side for quicker accessibility to 
the Loop. On Prairie Avenue, around the 
corner from the Clarke House, a house 
reportedly costing $100,000 was built in 1869, 
and two years later Marshall Field moved 
into a mansion designed by the New Yorker 
Richard Morris Hunt, the future architect of 
The Breakers, Biltmore House and other 
Vanderbilt manors. Field was followed by 
the meatpacker P. D. Armour and George 
M. Pullman of the luxury railroad cars. 
They built enormous houses (both since 
demolished), and Prairie Avenue between 
16th and 22d Streets soon boasted some of 
the city's grandest mansions. In the words 
of Mary Alice Molloy, an architectural histo­
rian, it became "the most expensive street 
in America west of Fifth Avenue." 

kHE most distinctive house on the 
street, at 1800 Prairie Avenue, 
was commissioned by John J. 
and Frances Macbeth Glessner 
in 1885. Like Field, John 

Glessner, vice president of a manufacturing 
f i rm that became part of International Har­
vester, looked outside Chicago for an archi­
tect. After interviewing several other candi­
dates, including Stanford White, the 
Glessners chose the influential, Boston-
based Henry Hobson Richardson. He was at 
the pinnacle of his career, and his reinter-
pretations of Romanesque architecture 
(which came to be known as "Richardson-
ian Romanesque") were imitated by dozens 
of other late-19th-century architects. Spin­
offs of his stone behemoths can still be seen 
in downtowns from Connecticut to Kansas. 

Richardson was already in Chicago plan­
ning one of his finest buildings — a whole­
sale store for Marshall Field whose impact 
was so powerful in the downtown commer­
cial area that it caused Louis Sullivan to 
redesign the exterior of his 1889 Auditorium 
Building at South Michigan Avenue and 
Congress Street. Richardson met the 
Glessners in May 1885. (Appointments with 
Richardson were not easily arranged 
events; the architect weighed 345 pounds 
and had two hernias, each heavily trussed, 
and had to be carried everywhere.) 

As Richardson looked over the lot, at a 
smoky corner not far from the railroad 
tracks, he asked Glessner, "Have you the 
courage to build the house without windows 
on the front street?" Glessner said yes, and 
the next evening Richardson presented the 
couple with a sketch of a house with an L-
shaped first floor in which most of the 
principal rooms faced south toward a quiet, 
sunny interior courtyard. From the street, 
the house presented an unconventional, for­
tress-like exterior, enhanced by the fact that 
Richardson pushed the solid, unadorned 
walls up to the lot lines rather than setting 

PhoIOKraph;. bv Pnul L Mcndcih for The New York Times 

The Glessner l ibrary, w i t h a large oak table modeled af ter an even bigger one owned by the architect. 

them back and edging them with a grassy 
lawn. 

Pullman was so angered by Richardson's 
design that he persuaded W. W. Kimball, a 
piano manufacturer about to put up the next 
mansion near him, to hire his architect, 
Solon S. Beman, who had moved from New 
York to Chicago after the fire of 1871. Be­
man delivered a noncontroversial limestone 
chateau at 1801 Prairie Avenue. (The Kim­
ball house is now owned by the United States 
Soccer Federation.) 

The Glessner House is sheathed in rough-
cut pink and gray granite and topped by a 
red-tiled roof. Both the 18th Street and Prai­
rie Avenue sides have dramatically arched 
entryways that exemplify Richardson's use 
of the Romanesque. Details are subordinate 
to overall monumental forms to create, as 
he said, "a bold, rich, living architecture." 

The inside of the house is paneled in 
quarter-sawed oak, and the predominant 
colors are gold, green, wine and terra-cotta 
red. The reception hall radiates informality, 
from its beamed ceilings and fireplace 
tucked invitingly into a corner to its vividly 
patterned William Morris carpet. Both 
Richardson and the Glessners admired the 
English Arts and Crafts movement, and 
they ordered furniture, wallpaper, curtains. 

rugs and decorative objects from Morris's 
f i r m ; especially outstanding is their collec­
tion of ceramics and tiles by the potter 
William De Morgan. About 80 percent of the 
Glessners' original furnishings have re­
mained in the house, making it a showcase 
for Morris's work. 

The library is a homage to Richardson 
himself. The Glessners didn't move into 
their house until December 1887, well after 
Richardson's death in April 1886. But their 
relationship with him was affectionate, and 
the library contains several photographs of 
the architect. The gargantuan oak table 
carved with acanthus leaves was modeled 
after an even bigger one in Richardson's 
own library in Brookline, Mass., that the 
Glessners had remarked upon during their 
visits. 

The couple supported the Chicago Sym­
phony, and on several occasions the entire 
orchestra performed in the parlor and ad­
joining music room at the house. So did 
visiting artists like Paderewski and Caruso. 
To support an establishment like this, the 
family kept at least six servants, who were 
confined to the west wing of the house, 
consisting of the kitchen, butler's pantry, 
servants' dining room, cold room and un­
healed upstairs bedrooms. 

By World War I , Prairie Avenue was in 
decline, but the Glessners stayed there until 
John Glessner's death in 1936. By then, the 
three other Richardson buildings in Chicago 
had been torn down, and Glessner wanted to 
preserve the lone structure left in the city. 
He willed the house to the Chicago chapter 
of the American Institute of Architects, but 
they were unable to maintain it. The 
Glessner heirs then gave it to the Illinois 
Institute of Technology. Mies van der Rohe. 
who was on the faculty, taught in the house 
before he designed the campus for the 
school in 1940's and 50's. After the school 
moved away, the Chicago Architecture 
Foundation was established in 1966 express­
ly to save the Glessner House. Thanks to its 
efforts, the Glessner House is the only ex­
ample of Richardson's residential work that 
is preserved with extensive original furnish­
ings and open to the public. 

As Louis Sullivan wrote about Richardson 
in Chicago, "Buildings such as this, and 
there are not many of them, stand as land­
marks, as promontories, to the navigator. 
They show when and where architecture 
has taken on its outburst of form as a grand 
passion — amid a host of stage-struck-
wobbling mockeries." Ei 
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f a c s i m i l e 
T R A N S M I T T A L 

To: Bobbie Greene 

Fax: 202-456-6244 

Pages: 1, including this cover sheet. 

Date: March 4, 1998 

Dear Bobbie, 

I am at long last sending yem notes, etc. regarding the HRC Park, Chicago. I am on the 
Dedication Committee as well as the steering commillee. Both committees, as well as the 
landscaping and programming committees, arc in the process of meeting throughout the next 
couple weeks. 

Wc are also proceeding with plans lo rehab the coach house as a meeting place. 

Call me with any questions, etc. 

Betsy Rbcling 

312-744-9350 

From the desk of... 

Betsy Ebeling 
Chicago Office of Tourism 

78 E. Washinglon 
Chicago, 606O2 
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TO: 

FROM: 

RL: 

Hillnry Rodham Cl in ion W o m e n ' s Piirk 
Of Chicago Adv isory C o m m i t t e e 

Lois Weisberg 

Meet ings 

DA 1 L: Feb. 1 1 , 1 9 9 8 

I am enclosing minuicis of oui first meet ing on February 4 . I 
know that we all wan t to thank The Nat ional V io inam Veterans 
Art Museum for their hospi ta l i ty and Cafe V and Cali Berghold 
for the wondRrful r e t i e s h m e m s . 

Our first meet ing was both p roduc t ive and inspir ing, and, whi le 
wo have much work ahead of us, w e share en thus iasm and 
energy for the creat ion of the plans and designs for this unique 
park. 

During the next several weeks , the sub-commi t tees wi l l meet 
and the entire commi t t ee wi l l re-convene on March 24 to rev iew 
their recommendat ions and to determine the next s teps. 

Please mark your calendars for the next meet ing 

3 p.m., Tuesday. March 2 4 
at the Chicago Cultural Center 
78 East Washington Street 
4 , h floor conference room 

I look fo rward lo wo rk ing w i t h you . 
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M I N U T E S 

February 6, 1 9 9 8 

Members Present: M i j t cy Bu im, I racy Bairn, Janet Bloch, Sarah 
I . Bogan, Nancy Chen, Ann Chr is tophersen, Betsy Ebeling, 
Mary Beth Herr, Jean Hunt , CC Krohne, Mick i Leventhal , Cece 
Lobin. Barbara Lynne, Nour Michael , Beate M i n k o v s k i , Cindy 
Mitchel l , Betsy Nor ton , Diana Palomar, Sally L. Park, I aura 
Raimondi, Wal idah Sherman, Virginia S tewar t , Manny Tuteur , 
Sondra Varco, Jenni fer V id is , Lois Weisberg 

Sta t t : Joycr? Bolinger 

Guests: Call Berghold, Ned Broderick, Joseph Fornell i , Jerry 
Kykisz, Sarina Renaldi, Kimo Wil l iams —National V ie tnam 
Veterans Ar t Museum 

Susan Dunn • Nat ional Soccer Federation 

Ihe meeting was cal led to ordei by Commissioner Lois 
Weisberg w h o ident i f ied t w o goals for plans for the park the 
first is to serve ihe needs of the neighborhood, but , the second 
is to look beyond geographica l borders and to c laim a space to 
honor w o m e n . 

She talked about A lderman Mary Ann Smi th 's dream of having 
a w o m e n ' s museum in Chicago and encouraged the group to 
think in ambi t ious, v is ionary te rms. Each member of the 
commi l t f i e was asked to think of ways to make the park used 
by the group that members represents. 

Commissioner Weisberg then read a letter to the group f rom 

Hillary Rodham Cl inton (see enclosed). 

A d rawing of the park made ten years ago by arehi teei Michel le 
McKay under the auspices of the Chicago Archi tecture 
Foundat ion was d is t r ibu ted to i l lustrate boundaries and park 
landmarks. 



Mar--a4-98 0 5 : 1 9 P DCA P l a n n i n g 3 1 2 7 4 4 9 6 2 9 P . 0 4 

CURRFNT USES OF THE PARK 

Flu: first quest ion posed lo the yroup by Commiss ioner 
Weisbery was " h o w is the park currenl ly used? " 

Some of the responses were as fo l lows : 
Soccet f jarnes, s t fu l l inq, dogwa lk ing , p icn ics, day care for 
Printers' Row Book Fair, en joyment of the ga rden / orchard . 

The group then lurr ied to a discussion of the overal l goals of Ihe 
park and wha t speci f ic ideas should be incorpora ted into the 
planning. 

FUTURE 

The major work of this c o m m i l l e e is to advise the City of 
Chicago about general goals and specif ic landscapes design and 
programs that should be incorporated into p lanning tor the park. 
In the discussion faci l i tated by Commissioner Weisberg , the 
fo l lowing general goals were d iscussed: 

General Goals 

Bridge be tween new residents and long te rm residents 
Sharing cuhural t rad i t ions 
Highl ight w o m e n in Chicago 

Make w o m e n the center of all p rogramming, though not 
necessari ly exclusively lo r w o m e n 
Spot l ight ach ievements of w o m e n 

W o m e n should be context for per formances, a r tworks , mural , 
services 
Speak to w o m e n and girls in need 
Give girls a chance to be integral in planning 
Use w o m e n to provide art, design, services 
Park furn i ture (e.g. , benches) could he named for w o m e n s 
organizat ions 
M a k e park physical ly a w o m e n s space 
1 ie landscaping into h is tory of Clark*; House (for example, 
i d c m i l y plants and give h is toncal context ) 
Fami l ian /e broad audiences w i t h the accompl ishments of 
w o m e n 
Serve people of all ages chi ldren, garden, track, older people 
Cr i t ical miss ion of this park should be to pay tr ibute to w o m e n 
Honor ing w o m e n on on-going basis 
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Provitie venue for womens act iv i t ies 
F durat ional programs 

Assure tango of ethnic i ty , race, sexual or ien ta t ion 
Ci tywide audience 
Show girls all possibiht ies 

I urning to specif ic program ideas, a var iety of suggest ions were 
made; 

Specif ic Programs 
Outdoor movies 
Concerts 
Sculpture 
Garbecue 

I lerbs for Sale/ Herb Garden 

Recreational p rogramming for chi ldren 

Womens Walk Honor ing W o m e n in History 
Kite flying contest 

Theatrical, poetry per formances 
Ice rink 

Summer series of new music by w o m e n composers 

WHAT WOULD DRAW Y O U TO THE PARK? 

Next , Commissioner Weisberg asked people to ident i ty 
at t ract ions that w o u l d mot i va te t hem to visit the park. 

Some responses: 

Walk honor ing w o m e n (especially w i t h handouts, plaques) 
Unique programs celebrat ing w o m e n 

Unique place - Center ot the h is tory of where Chicago started 
Parking 

Daycare for boys and girls 

Nature - encourage girls to be interested in science 
Summer camps for girls 
Summer camps for w o m e n ! 
Benches by w o m e n art ists 

Several suh -commi t tees were formed lo refine ideas m the must 
impor tan t categor ies and to report back To the next general 
sess ion. 
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SUB-COMMITTEES 

It was decided to re-convene the entire g roup in about six 
weeks after sub c o m m i t i c c s meet to d iscuss ca iegor ios . 
Volunteers for commi t tees were as f o l l ows : 

Programming " 

Laura Raimondi, Jennifer Vidis, Nancy Chen, CCKrohne, Jean 
Hunt , Cali Bergnld, Sondra Varno, Manny Tuteur , WaLidah 
Sherman, Ann Chr is tophersen, Cece Lobin, Diana Palomar, Nour 
Sweiss Michael 

Public Art 

Janel Bloch, Beate M inkovsk i , Joseph Fornell i, Tracy Bairn, 
Marcy Bairn, Ann Chr is tophersen, Cece Lobin 

Dedication 

Jenni fer Vidis, Nancy Chen , Calid Bergold, Wal idah Sherman, 
Cece Lobin, Diana Palomar, Betsy Ebeling 

Landscape Design 

Laura Raimondi, M ick i Leventhal , Barbara Lynne, Call Bergold, 
Sondra Varco, Sarah C. Bogan, Betsy Nor ton, Mary Beth Here 

• It was recommended that the programming sub­
c o m m i t t e e might decide to break into smaller groups to focus 
on topics such as educat iona l programs or programs for girls 

Indiv iduals not l isted w h o w ish to volunteer for sub-commit lees 
shou ld call Joyce Bolinger at 3 1 2 / 7 4 5 0 0 4 0 at the Department 
of Cul tural Af fa i rs at the Clarke House Museum, 
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THE WHITE HOUSE! 

W A S H I N G T O N 

J a n u a r y 3 0, 1998 

M f i . L o i s W e i s b e r g 
Commi t s s i o n e r 
D e p a r t m e n t o f C u l t u r a l A f f a i r s 
C h i c a g o C u l t u r a l C e n t e r 
78 E a s t W a s h i n g t o n S t . r e e t 
C h i c a g o , I l l i n o i s 60602 

Dear L o i s : 

The Chicago eventa were a h i g h l i g h t of my b i r t h d a y 
f e s t i v i t i e s and no p a r t of t h a t c e l e b r a t i o n touched me more 
th a n the d e d i c a t i o n o f the Women's Park. 1 share t h e 
excitement t h a t you and Sue and t h e a d v i s o r y committee memberj 
enjoy as you begin t h i s c r e a t i v e process. With your s p i r i t 
and enthusiasm, you w i l l shape a welcoming space where women 
of d i f f e r e n t backgroundt:, i n t e r e s t s , r e l i g i o n s and c u l t u r e s 
can come t o g e t h e r on t h e common ground of shared i n t e r e s t s . 
I n t h i s park, women w i l l speak t h e same mother tongue -- the 
language o f hope. 

I t i s so f i t t i n g t h a t t h i i ; park which w i l l honor women 
w i l l be i n Chicago, the c i t y o f my h e a r t , and the c i t y w i t h a 
huge h e a r t . Thank you f o r so gen e r o u s l y s h a r i n g your time t o 
make t h i s p r o j e c t a r e a J i t y . Please know t h a t I w i l l be w i t h 
you i n my thought.& and t h a t I l o o k f o r w a r d t o h e a r i n g about 
the p r o g r e s s t h a t you are making. 

S i n c e r e l y yours, 

H i l l a r y Rodham C l i n t o n 
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Hillary Rodham Clinton Women's Park of Chicago 

Advisory Cnmpinp ? 

Agenda 

February 4. 1998 

^ T h e mission of this committee 

/> How do we want the park to be used? 

(' Committee sub-groups: 

j) Planning Park Dedication 

f Public Art 

f Programming 

Landscape Design 

• • ^ ^3 Q.4-*]la.,U: lx,;Us.<_. '-f<-.-m.iA/ ^O-i-^rJ.*. c^-v.^-^-v- ^ 

• /-:-': i-. 
• ' 1 / 1 

- - - . j - V .J 
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HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
WOMEN'S PARK OF CHICAGO 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Nadine Arroyo 

Nofa Haleem Atawneh 

Marcy Bairn 

Tracy Bairn 

Melissa Barber 

Ida Bialik 

Janet Bloch 

Sarah E. Bogan 

Nancy Chen 

Ann Christophersen 

Betsy Ebeling 

Joan Hill 

Jean Hunt 

Njoki Kamu 

Hazel King 

CC. Krohne 

Micki Leventhal 

Advisory Council on Latino Affairs 

Advisory Council on Arab Affairs 

Keith - Joy Darrow House 

Keith - Joy Darrow House and 
Publisher, Lambda Publications 

Chicago Women in Trades 

Women in Business Yellow Pages 

WomenMade Gallery 

National Society of Colonial Dames of America in 
Illinois 

Women's Bureau, U.S. Dept. of Labor 

Women and Children First Bookstore 

Chicago Office of Tourism 

Advisory Council on African Affairs 

^Women 's History Project " 

Northwestern University Women's Center 

H.A. King & Associates 

Chicago Women's Labor History Project 

Glessner House Museum 



Mar--04-98 0 5 : 2 1 P DCA P l a n n i n g 3 1 2 7 4 4 9 6 2 9 P . 1 1 

Cece Lobin 

Barbara Lynne 

Harriet Marty 

Marcia Medema 

Nour Michael 

Beate Minkovski 

Cindy Mitchell 

Mary Morten 

Betsy Norton 

Diana Palomar 

Sally L. Park 

Laura Raimondi 

Hedy Ratner 

Walidah Sherman 

Virginia Stewart 

Ellie Thompson 

Manny Tuteur 

Sondra Varco 

Chicago Commission on Human Relations 
Advisory Council on Women 

Near South Planning Board 

Musicians Club of Women 

Midwest Women's Center 

Advisory Council on Arab Affairs 

WomenMade Gallery 

Friends of the Parks 

Chicago Commission on Human Relations 
Advisory Council on Gay and Lesbian Issues 

National Society of Colonial Dames 
of America in Illinois 

Advisory Council on Latino Affairs 

International Women Associates 

Architect 

Women's Business Development Center 

Women's Resource Center 

Glessner House Museum 

Musicians Club of Women 

Coalition for Labor Union Women 

National Vietnam Veterans Art Museum 

Jennifer Vidis Cook County Women's Commission 
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JAN-PO 98 TUE 12:33 

A D V I S p R Y C O M M I T T E E 
F O R HILLAftV R O D H A M CLIMTQfU 
W O M E N ' S P A R K O F C H ^ A B Q 

(Conflrmanons as of 1-20-38) 

Nadine Arroyo 
5626 S . Green 
Chimgo, 11 60G21 

Nofa Haloam Atawneh 
9033 S. Parkside 
Oaklawn, II 60453 

Marcy Bairn 312/326-2923 
1900 S . Prairie Av«. 
Chicago, Illrnois 60616 

Tracy Beim 773/871-7610 
Publisher and Managing Editor 773/87\ -7608 (fail 
Lambda Publications, inc. 
1115 West Belmont. SuHe 2 D 
Chicago. U 60657 

Mel(3*a B3>ter 
Chicago Woman in Trades 
220 5. Ashland #101 
Chicago. II 60607 

Ida Bialik 
Women in Business Yellow Pages 
819 S-Wabash «606 
Chicago. II 60605 

Janet Bloch 312/328-0038 
Co-DirectDr 3 T2/328-1108 ItBxi 
WomenMade Gallery 
19D0 South Prairie Awe. 
Chicago. II 60616 

Sarah Bogan 773/3274684 
President 773/327-0723 (fax) 
The Naaenal Society of Colonial Oames of America in The State of Illinois 
2600 North Laka«icw #3103 
Chicago. Illinois 60614 

Nancy Chen 
USDOR Women's Bureau 
230 S . Dearborn. #1022 
Chicago, If. 60604 

SflVI XSWIJ 3HX dO 5JO tfZft M ^ r ' » «" " T < n K 0 " 7 0 
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APVISQRY CQMiwin-reE 
F O R HtLLAftY R O D H A M C U N T O N 

WQMEM.̂  P A B K Of PHIC^OQ 

(Canflrmaoans at of I-i20-98) 

Nadine Arroro 
5626 S . Green 
Chicago. U 60621 

Nofa Haleem Atawneh 
9033 S . Parfcaide 
Oaldawn. 11 604S3 

Marcy Baim 312/326-2923 
1900 5. Prairie Ave. 
Chicago, Illinois 60616 

Tracy Bairn 773/871-7610 
Publiaher and Managing Editor 773/871-7608 (fax) 
Lambda Publicarions, inc. 
1115 West Belmont, Suhe 2 0 
Chicago. )l 60657 

Melieu Barber 
Chicago Wonian In Trades 
220 3. Aehland #io1 
Chicago^ II 60607 

Ida Bialik 
Women in Businets Yellow Pagae 
819 S.Wabash #606 
Chicago. II 60605 

Janvc Bloch 312/9264098 
Co-OiflBCiDr 312/32B-I108 (fax) 
WomenMade GaPary 
1900 South Prairie A»e. 
Chicago. H 60616 

Sarah Bogan 773/327-0684 
President 773/327-0723 (fax) 
The National Society of Colonial Oames of America in The State of IKinots 
2 5 0 0 North Ufce«iew #3103 
Chicago, HUoow 60614 

Nancy Chen 
USDOR W o r m ' s Bureau 
230 S. Dearborn. 41022 
Chicago. U- 60604 
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Ann Chrtsnphersen, Co owner 
Women end Children First Bookrare 
5233 N. Dark 
Chicago, n eosoo 

Setsy deling 
Chicago Office of Tourism 
Department of Cultural Affairs 
78 East Washington 
Chicago, Ulinoia 60602 

773/769-9299 

312/7449350 

Joan HM 
1061 W. i O S * S t . 
Chicago, II 60643 
(African Council) 

Jean Hunt 
Womens History Project 
400 Basr Randolph, suhe 3910 
Chicago. U 60601 

Njoki Kamu 
2142 Maple 
Evaoston, K. 60201 
(African COundl) 

CCKrohne 
Chicago Womens Labor History Protect 
310 S Beau Drive #7 
Des Plainea, 11 60018 

312/938-0990 

847/952-0950 

Micfcj Lo-anthaJ 
Program Director 
Prairie House Museums 
1800 South Prairie Avenue 
Chicago, Ufinofe 60616 

Cece lobin. Director 
Woman's Council 
Human Rabnions Commission 
City of Chicago 
510 N. Peshtigo Court 
Chicago, fl. 60611 

Barbara lynne, Executiw Director 
Near South Planning Board 
1727 South Indiana Avenue, #104. 
Chicago, ffinols 60616 

Harvtat Marty co-director 
Musicians Club of Women 

312/326-1480 
312/326-1397 (fax) 

312/744-4113 

708/442-9463 
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3 U/S 22-8530 

239 Somswood Road 
tivarwde. (ninots 00548 

M«rei« Modem.. Sieeuriv. Difwtor 
Midwest Womens Center 
202 S. State, Suite 900 
CWeago, II 60605 

Nour MBchaef 
3640 W. 82 -P lace 
CNetge, Jf 60852 

Beets Minkowski 
Co-Director 
WomenMade GaJteiv 
1900 South Prairie A*e. 
Chicedo. 1160616 

Cynthia Mitch«n 
127 Wen Delewere Pl«e S l i / S ^ ^ j j , 
Chfcaao. JOinois 60610 (?) 

Mary Morton 

N> PeshUgo Court, 6A 
Chicago. 1160611 

SeOy L Parte President 

£5 SSST^-Women ««. 
£3? North Mfdwoan Avenue. Suite 2110 
Chic»eo. n 60601 0 

ra«na P^omar 
2241 W. Irving p v k 

Chicego. II 60616 

Laura Raimondi, Arthireet 
S3 W. Jackaon . 
Chicago, If. 

Hedy Ratner 
Co-Oireetar 

Suite 400 
Chicago. II 60603 

Wafidah Sherman 
Women'. Resource Canwr 
401 E. 3 2 - #814 
CKcago, fj 60616 

312«63-T421 
312/263/1461 (ft„) 

EflW Thompson 
wnflirector 312A51.5igo 

« ? 8 flSf 202 XVJ $ ? : Z T 



Mar--04-98 OS : 2 2 P DCA P l a n n i 3 1 2 7 4 4 9 6 2 9 P . 16 

JAfK0-S8 TUE 12-. 34 
r. uo 

Musicians Club of Women 
1*40 N. State Parfcwev, ' 1 4 C 
Chfcaflo, lllineis 60610 

Manny Tuveur 
UNITi 
333 5. Asniand 
CMeaflO, II 60607 

Sondra Varco 
Executive Director 
National VIewa»n Veterans Art Museum 
1801 South Indiana 
Chicago, Illinois 60616 

Jennifer Vidis 
Cook County Women* Commission 
69 W. Washington. #2900 
Chicago, if- 60602 

312/326-0270 
312/326-9767 (fax) 
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