Clinton Presidential Records
Digital Records Marker

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff.

This marker identifies the place of a publication.

Publications have not been scanned in their entirety for the purpose
of digitization. To see the full publication please search online or
visit the Clinton Presidential Library's Research Room.



pemn | LEAVE
r 202l NO CHILD

THE SERT

O
5&8\'%e), BEHIND®

S BOMT!
g‘o Skt

e

Marian Wright Edelman,
President

March 1999
Volume 20, Number 3

state child care developments

Ithough investments

in child care and

pre-kindergarten
have increased in a number
of states, not all are offering
the help and the hope that
working families need,
according to the findings of
CDF's State Developments
in Child Care and Early
Education: Highlights and
Updates for 1998.

The new report, released
in late February, shows that
much work remains to be
done to ensure that America’s
young children enter school
ready to succeed, that older
children and
youths have
access to the
constructive
after-school

activities they need to stay in
school and be safe, and that
parents who are working
hard to lift their families out
of poverty can remain
independent.

“Even with increased
spending, in the current fiscal
year, large numbers of eligi-
ble families cannot access
child care assistance, and
there are still severe short-
falls in the quality of care,”
the report says. “Our exist-
ing child care investments
come nowhere near meeting
the needs of families, chil-
dren, and caregivers. despite
the positive steps that some
states continue to make.”

In discussing
the findings,
CDF Child

Care Division Director He-
len Blank, the report’s co-
author, stressed that the
gaps are having a dire im-
pact not only on parents’
ability to support their fami-
lies but also on children’s
overall well-being, intellec-
tual development, and edu-
cation potential. “All the lat-
est research shows that
there is a critical window of
opportunity for child brain
development between birth
and age 3. said Blank. Meet-
ing the child care needs of
children during this time is
all the more important, she
said, given that more than
half of mothers with chil-
dren under age 3 work out-
side the home.

Because older chil-
dren also need quality
care and programming
after school if they are
to reach their full po-
tential, parents who
need to work must be
able to go to their jobs
each day secure in the

knowledge that their
) children, no matter
“ their age, are well-
(See page 2)
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