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S h i r l e y Sagawa 
Chief Counsel f o r Youth P o l i c y 
N a tional Women's Law Center 
1616 "P" St r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Ms. Sagawa: 

I am pleased t o send you the enclosed r e p o r t , Understanding 
How Youth and Elders Form Relationships: A Study of Four 
L i n k i n g L i f e t i m e s Programs r which provides a close look a t 
what a c t u a l l y goes on between ad u l t s and youth who are matched 
by a mentoring program. The r e p o r t i s the f i r s t product of 
P/PV's four-year research i n i t i a t i v e t o examine a v a r i e t y of 
adult/you t h r e l a t i o n s h i p s programs. 

We found t h a t about t w o - t h i r d s of the 2 6 matches we analyzed 
f o r t h i s r e p o r t " t o o k " — t h e f i r s t , e s s e n t i a l , step toward 
achieving desired outcomes—and t h a t they had some i n t e r e s t i n g 
common denominators, mainly r e l a t i n g t o the process of 
e s t a b l i s h i n g t r u s t . The matches t h a t d i d not j e l l also showed 
common p a t t e r n s . 

We hope the documentation and anal y s i s the r e p o r t provides 
w i l l be h e l p f u l t o program designers and operators, and thus 
increase the e f f e c t i v e n e s s of mentoring programs c u r r e n t l y 
operating and being designed. 

As always, we welcome your comments. 

Sincerel y , 

Michael A. 
President 
MAB/mas 
Enclosure 
U.lst 
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