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On March the twelfth, On Interstate I-95 in Greenwich, 50 puppies were
burned to death in their cages. They were being transported to pet
stores in New England. According to newspaper accounts, fellow motor-
ists alerted the truck driver to the fact that his trailer was engulfed
in flames.

There is no way I can express how sad and deeply disturbed I am about
this horrific incident. However, it is probably nothing less:zthaan-a:
miracle that no other motorists, the driver, and his passenger were not
harmed or fatally injured.

I firmly believe that David Cook and Edward Ruyle who were transporting
these puppies, have participated in a crime endangering anyone driving on
I-95 that Thursday night on March twelfth., From what I have heard, these
men were using a heater which was hooked up to a tank of propane gas. I
have no clue as to what kind of ventilation was provided inside the
trailer or even if there was any ventilation at all. Obviously these
drivers had no means of monitoring the heating device or the trailer
itself either inside or out. Their lack of responsibility concerning
safety and their participation in this inhumane treatment of these puppies
who were caged since leaving Arkansas, calls for nothng less than a jail
sentence,in my opinion.

. The perpetrators of this crime are due in court on April twenty-second.
I urge everyone to contact their State Representatives and encourage
them to seek justice concerning this case. In the future we must pass
stricter laws to prevent this sickening crime from ever happening again.

Please accept my thanks for your support and please express your indig-
nation for this sad state of affairs.



CLOE POISSON / THE HARTFOR? COURANT

LAURIE BIBISI, of the Connecticut Humane Society’s
Newington headquarters, kisses a puppy that sur- |
vived the truck fire Thursday on I-95 in Greenwich.

S

- Pet Sales Measure
Called Too Weak

50 Puppies’ Fiery Deaths

Could Happen Again, Say -

Animal Rights Activists

By MARY K. FEENEY &~
Courant Staff Writer

Despite the deaths of 50 puppies
Thursday night in a #uck fire in Green-
wich and an accident last October
involving aatrfickload of puppies in
Bridgeport, animal rights advocates say
a legislative proposal regulating pet
store sales is too weak to prevent such
incidents in the future. Moaew K2

v~  The Greenwich fire started about

10:30 p.m. on [-95, in a propane heater in
a trailer being towed by a pickup truck.
State police said puppies were being
transported from Arkansas to pet shops

in the Northeast.

David Cook, 48, of Jonesboro, Ark.,
~and Edward Earl R Ruyle, 37, of Ffl_llqy,
Neb., were charged witha smgle count
of failing to have proper health certifi-
cates to transport one of the dogs, a
white boxer puppy, pohce said.

Both were also initially charged with
68 counts of cruelty to animals. Prose-
cutors, however, said they did not have
enough evidence to press those charges.
Cook and Ruyle posted bond late Friday.
They are due back in court April 22__.4

Prosecutor Steven Weiss said it
appears that it is not a case of animal
cruelty, but simply an accident. But, he
said, the deaths were still being investi-
gated and the cruelty charges could be
reinstated later if additional evidence is
found.

Please see PROPOSED, Page A10
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Proposed Pet Sales Law Too

Continued from Page 1

The accident took place only days
. before a pet-shop bill will be consid-
‘ered by the legislature’s environ-
‘ment committee. On_Monday, the
committee will con51der a bill that
requlres kennel 11censmg, among
other measures, but would not ban
sales. The original proposal, by state
Sen. Fred H “Ted” Lovégrove Jr, R
Fairfield, “unsuccessfully’ recom-
mended a ban on puppy and l\uten
sales in Connecticut pet stores.

Sfate Sen. Eilee M. Daily, D-

-
N-qd

"% unlikely to ban pet stores from sell-:.

1.

Westbrook, co-chairman of the envi-
ronment committee, said she doubt-
ed there would be enough votes in-
the legislature to approve a ban. She
also said she has received few com-
plaints from constituents abougget
store animais,

“I think [legislators] would be as

ing pets as they would to ban hard-

Humane Society in Newington.

The dogs included cocker span-
iels, German shepherds, dachs-
hunds, pugs, schnauzers, boxers
and Australian shepherds. State po-
lice said they were destined for pet
stores in the Northeast, and possi-
bly one in Connecticut, but the
store name was not available Fri-
day night.

Veterinarians and others at the
Norwalk emergency center had
worked throughout the night to
save the puppies. Dr. Larry Berk-
wiit said that of the 13 puppies now
bemg treated there, 10 probably will
survive. Besides suﬁ'ering smoke in-
halation. several had corneal ede-
mas, Berkwitt said.

When the dogs recover. he said,
they will be taken to the Connecti-
ut Humane Society.
< Richard Johnston, humane soci-

ety president, said some of the dead
i puppies were taken to the state pa-

-aare stores from selling nails ors thologist for examination. to deter-

dairies from selling ice cream. Whati-,;. mine their pre-accident conditions.

we're doing is the best we can do,”

she said. s

Of the 68 animals being transport-
ed Thursday, 44 died immediately of
severe burns or smoke inhalation.
Twenty-four injured puppies were
taken to the nearby Veterinary Re-
ferral and Emergency Center in
Norwalk; six of those died of smoke
inhalation and shock. An additionai
five were taken to the Connecticut

e

On Friday, Friends of Animals, a
* 200.000-member group based in Dar-
ien, called for a boycott of all stores
that sell puppies and kittens. The
boycott, originally planned for May,
was moved up in response to the
Greenwich accident. At a public
hearing on the issue last month, the
group submitted petitions from

7.000 state residents calling for a ;
ban on pet shop sales of puppies and |

FROM PAGE ONE

kittens.

“This ghastly incident is shed-
ding more light on the horrific pup-
py mill industry, for which.Con-
necticut provides a market,” said
Friends Prealdent Prisrcilla Feral.

The Greenwich incident follows
an accident in October, in which 96
puppies were found packed inside a
truck that crashed in Bridgeport.

The current legislative proposa!

also calls for licensing for breeders:

whose dogs produce more than one
litter a year; a reimbursement of up
10 §200 for people whose pet-store
pets have died within 15 days of
sale; and the posting, on each cage
of a pet shop animal offered for sale,
of the breed, the state in which the

Five of those puppies died, and the %%/ ' -

‘rest were adopted through the Con-!

necticut Humane Society.
Wayne Keeney, a lawyer for Cookj

and Ruvle, said they took good care >

of the dogs. He said Cook works for ;
a puppy breeder in Arkansas, Ruyle 3
works for a puppy broker in Ne-
braska.

Keeney said the men were at-
tempting to keep the animals warm
by putting a propane heater in the -
trailer. “These animals were well
cared for,” he said. *This situation-
is in no way analogous to the
Bridgeport incident.”

a mﬁﬂﬂvu

tion.

Arnold Baer, director of the
Northeast regional office of the Hu-
mane Society of the United States in
Jacksonville, Vt, said the puppy-
breeding industry, largely based in
the Midwest, is based on volume.

“It’s just a commodity to them,”

PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION

nal Advocates Say

dog was born and health informa-

Baer said “They are shipping ani-
mals as if they were boxes of salt
with no regard to their needs. It just
has to be stopped. We support the

strongest legislation that can come
out of this.”

Associated Press reports were in-
cluded in this story.
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6516 Dorado Beach NE,
Albuquerque, N.M. 87111,
March 13, 1998.

BUDDY ,
The White House,
Washington, D.C. 20500.

Dear Buddy:

I am a little Toy Red Poodle and have enclosed one of my
pictures taken in front of our fireplace. I would appreciate:
receiving a picture of you and the President and a picture

of your paw print. I have a photo album of me with my many
rriends. I also receive cards from my pal friends "Monica",
a large black cat and also from another Poodle "Chelsie".

Thank you very much. It must be great living in the White
House.
Love to you,

3
&y
J

MITZIg
9’4h\ 7?\4&L0i%Z

J. M.}jMetcalf
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MR J. M. METCALF

b NM 87111 6430

The White House,
Washington, D.C. 20500.
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April 6, 1998

Dear Socks and Buddy,

I am inKindergarten at Decker Prairie Elementary in Texas. I
am six years old. We are studying about farm animals in our
class. Today, we learned that the White House use to keep farm
animale. I know there are not any farm animale at the White
House now, but you live there. Idon’t have any pets. If I did I
would like to have a kitten and a puppy. Iwonder if there are
any spiders or bugg at the White House. They might make a good pet.

Someday I would like to vigit at the White House. I hope I see
you both playing at the Whlte I—Iouse lawn.

‘::_.% Smcerelg,

F‘® rd

. Ford Noack

14413 Quaking ASPeh_




April 6, 1998

Dear Socks and Buddy,

I am in Kindergarten at Decker Prairie Elementary in Texas. I
am gix years old. We are studying about farm animalg in our
classe. Today, we learned that the White House use to keep farm
animale. I know there are not any farm animals at the White
Houce now, but you live there. Idon’t have any pets. if I did 1
would like to have a kitten and a puppy. Iwonder if there are
any spiders or buge at the White House. They might make a good pet.

Someday I would like to vigit at the White House. I hope I see
you both playing at the White House lawn.

Sincerely,

14?1'8 Quaing Aspen
Tomball, TX 171375







Adam Heemstra
7 golden Shower Lane
Dededo, GU, 96912

April 24, 1998

-t
Buddy 'SoCl”S
C/0 The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave
Washington DC 20500

Dear Person who reads Buddy's mail,
Thank you for taking the time to read my letter. | am very excited to be writing you!

I am a third grade student at the Guam DODEA Elementary School. | would very much
like to receive an “autograph” paw print from Buddy.

1 have a dog that is my best friend too. | know that President Clinton must love Buddy a
lot!
\\\

~

Thank;alj—for your help,

74
Adam Heemstra



‘ Buddy
C/O The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave
Washington DC 20500

285 66~888% bbb Hondea b dallsasd b hodid
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Dear Buddy,

Hil My name is Sara Yellick. | wanted to write
you a note to welcome you to the White House. Do
you like living atthe White House? Isitfun? You
looked really cute when | saw youonT.V. Is Socks
being niceto you? hope so. Please write back.

Sincerely, Hara Qplhey
P"CAS-( Seny ﬂ% L A.
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K@\%}W
April 14,1998

Decatur Is.WA
Dear White House Staff,

My school children from the\one-room schoolhouse
on Decatur Island in Washington State have never tﬁkaﬁ/
a big field trip before. We have only an island
population of 70 so it was quite an effort to raise the
airfares.

We have written and asked to meet Bill or Hillary,
Al or Tipper and have been turned down. The one that
the children have really wanted to meet to be quite
truthful is Buddy the dog. In fact they even told the
local mainland newspaper reporter about it and it was
written on the cover of The Anacortes American. Do you
suppose there is the remotest chance that they could
meet Buddy. They are 6 children and their parents and
teacher and husband of the teacher for a total of 14.
We are coming to Washington D.C. May 16-23. All of the
children have dogs. Colleen, Megen, and Shannon Dunlap
have a Charpe, Kyle has a golden lab, and Morgan a
black lab and Saide has a Springer Spaniel. I am the
teacher and I have a Lhasa Apso. I am enclosing notes
from the children. Please give this your full
consideration.

Sincerely, Karen Lamb
N e Decatur School
o Decatur Island,WA98221-9801
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