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If there are any questions attached to this (or previous) requests, or if you would like to 

see a tentative table of contents for the book, please do not hesitate to call or email me. 
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November 3, 1999 

Ms. Meredith Cabe, Esq. 

First Lady' s Counsel's Office 

VIA FAX: (202) 456-1647 

Dear Ms. Cabe: 

~s,. r 

I am writing to request pennission to reprint the following Letter to the Editor: Hillary Rodham 

Clinton, "Letter to the Editor: The Politics of Meaning- WhatT' Esquire. Vol. 123, no. 4, April, 

1995. 

[ have included the first page of the artic1e requested. This material is to appear as originally 

published in the following work, which White Cloud Press is currently preparing for publication: 

Susan Flinn (ed.) Speaking of Hillary, approximately 224 pages. This book is scheduled for 

publication in May of 2000, in hard cover fonnat at an approximate price of $25, in a North 

American press run of 7,500 copies. 

I am requesting nonexclusive rights to use this material as part of my work in all languages and 

for all North American editions. If you are the copyright holder, may I have the pennission to 

reprint the article referenced above in my book? Unless you request otherwise, I shall use the con­

ventional scholarly form of acknowledgement, including author, title, publisher's name, and date. 

If you are not the copyright holder, or ifI need additional pennission for rights from another 

source, would you please direct me to that office and/or individual? 

I need to provide the final table of contents to my publisher by the end of November, so I would 

very much appreciate a response before the middle of that month, if possible. Thank you for your 

consideration of this request. 

Y~ars,sincerely, -------7'_ . 

- Jt -1..__ __ 
{,-ULA/ L , 

Susan Flinn 

Editor 

Speaking of Hillary 

Encl: Clinton letter 
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Clinton, Hillary Rodham 
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Number:02314401 

Copyright:Copyright Hearst Corp. 1995 

YOU RECENTLY RAN a story that I had met with Marianne Williamson, implying she 

was my "spiritual adviser" or "guru" (Reality Check, January). As with some press 

reports, it is factually true that I have me with Williamson, but the conclusion is untrue. 

Let me explain. 

For nearly two years, I have met personally with a wide range of Americans, including 

Roman Catholic cardinals, bishops, nuns, and priests; Protestant clergy and lay leaders; 

Jewish rabbis; theologians, ethicists, and religious activists; academicians (including 

historians, political scientists, sociologists, and anthropologists); professional 

communicators, management consultants, and motivational speakers; business and labor 

leaders; writers, artists, poets, and entertainment celebrities; and many other Americans 

from all walks of life who have interesting ideas or insights into what's happening in our 

country today. I've shared meals and cups of tea with them and some have spent 

the night with us, and I have enjoyed the chance to talk to stimulating people, many of 

whom care deeply about what the president is trying to accomplish for America; others 

are totally nonpolitical , and some even oppose the administration but have points of view 

I want to hear. 

So, have I met with Americans of every stripe, some of whom are controversial or 

"politically incorrect"? Yes, of course I have. I find it interesting that very few of these 

visits have been publicized or viewed as significant unless those who oppose the 

president or his goals or my role think they can score points against us by using the old 

tactic of "guilt by association," or unless the visitor decides it will benefit him or her to be 

seen as associated with us in the public's eye. I have experienced both forms of publicity. 

Marianne Williamson, for example, is a political supporter who has an intriguing view 

about popular culture today that she shared with me; she is neither my "guru'' nor 

spiritual adviser. I believe that those who publicized her visit want to marginalize my 

expression of faith as a Christian because they fear that a view of Christian witness and 

obligation differing from the religious Right's could create political opposition to its 

agenda. Some visitors have exploited their time with me for their own purposes. The 

prime example of that is the magazine editor who paid a short courtesy call to my office 

and has promoted the perception that he is my "guru. II 

And what have I learned from alJ this? I suppose that no matter what I do -- or do not do -

- I will be criticized and exploited by some. Yet I \vill continue casting a wide net to meet 

with as many different Americans as I can, to listen hard and learn so I can grow and 
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challenge myself, to understand better what's happening in our country and world 
and put that in a historical and social context so I can better explain the president's vision 
for our future. 

Well, your report provoked a long answer with a simple bottom line. I have no "gurus," 
spiritual advisers, or any other new-age alternative to my Methodist faith and traditions. 
But I will continue eagerly to take advantage of this time in my life to meet with all sorts 
of folks and try to do the best I can to help the president and to make my own 
contribution to the nation. 



PHOTOCOPV 
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2036 17"' Street NW 
WashingtoiB, DC 20009 

202.667.1624 
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Novembers, 1999 

Ms. Meredith Cabe, Esq. 
First Lady's Counsel's Office 
VIA FAX: (202) 456-1647 

Dear Ms. Cabe: 

I am writing to request permission to reprint the following Letter to the Editor: Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, "Letter to the Editor: The Politics of Meaning - What?" Esquire. Vol. 123, no. 4, April, 
1995. 

I have included the first page of the article requested. This material is to appear as originally 
published in the following work, which White Cloud Press is currently preparing for publication: 
Susan Flinn (ed.) Speaking of Hillary, approximately 224 pages. This book is scheduled for 
publication in May of2000, in hard cover format at an approximate price of $25, in a North 
American press run of 7,500 copies. 

I am requesting nonexclusive rights to use this material as part of my work in all languages and 
for all North American editions. If you are the copyright holder, may I have the permission to 
reprint the article referenced above in my book? Unless you request otherwise, I shall use the con­
ventional scholarly form of acknowledgement, including author, title, publisher's name, and date. 

If you are not the copyright holder, or i f i need additional permission for rights from another 
source, would you please direct me to that office and/or individual? 

I need to provide the final table of contents to my publisher by the end of November, so I would 
very much appreciate a response before the middle of that month, if possible. Thank you for your 
consideration of this request. 

Yours, sincerely, 

Susan Flinn 
Editor 
Speaking of Hillary 

Encl: Clinton letter 
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January 3, 2000 

Ms. Mary Ellen McGuire 
Office ofthe First Lady 
VIA FAX 456-6244 

Dear Ms. McGuire: 

It was a pleasure to talk with you today about Speaking of Hillary. As you requested, I've 
enclosed a pile of information about the book: a copy ofthe letter to Ms. Cabe and a tentative 
table of contents. I have received permission to reprint almost all of these articles. I'm currently 
waiting on the Gates, Sheehy and Anderson articles, but otherwise the contents won't change 
very much. 

I also included Ms. Cabe's letter about reprinting the Beijing speech. To my immense horror, I 
am unable to find her letter about the Time article ("Comfort and Joy")! My notes indicate that I 
received a letter from Ms. Cabe on November 18, 1999, saying that the White House "has no 
objection" to the use of this article. The title is checked off and filed under articles for which 
permission has been received in my crack filing system. I will keep looking, but if Ms. Cabe still 
has a copy, I would be very grateful for a duplicate to fill out my files! I will leave her a 
message about this. 

Please call me at your convenience and Jet me know your thoughts on Mrs Clinton's letter 

Sincerely, 

Susan K. Flinn, M.A. 
Editor 
Speaking nf Hillary 
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Novembers, 1999 

Ms. Meredith Cabe, Esq. 
First Lady's Counsel's Office 
VIA FAX: (202)456-1647 

Dear Ms. Cabe: 

I am writing to request permission to reprint the following Letter to the Editor: Hillary Rodham 
Clinton "Letter to the Editor: The Politics of Meaning - What?" Esquire. Vol. 123, no. 4, April 
1995. 

I have included the first page ofthe article requested. This material is to appear as originally 
published in the following work, which White Cloud Press is currently preparing for publication. 
Susan Flinn (ed.) Speaking of Hillary, approximately 224 pages. This book is scheduled for 
publication in May of 2000, in hard cover format at an approximate price of $25, in a North 
American press run of 7,500 copies. 

I am requesting nonexclusive rights to use this material as part of my work in all languages and 
for all North American editions. If you are the copyright holder, may I have the permission to 
reprint the article referenced above in my book? Unless you request otherwise, I shall use the con­
ventional scholarly form of acknowledgement, including author, title, publisher's name, and date. 

If you are not the copyright holder, or i f i need additional permission for rights from another 
source, would you please direct me to that office and/or individual? 

I need to provide the final table of contents to my publisher by the end of November, so I would 
very much appreciate a response before the middle of that month, if possible Thank you for your 
consideration of this request. 

Yours sincerely, 

Susan Flinn 
Editor 
Speaking of Hillary 

Encl: Clinton letter 
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YOU RECENTLY RAN a story that I had met with Marianne Williamson, implying she 
was my "spiritual adviser" or "guru" (Reality Check, January). As with some press 
reports, it is factually true that I have me with Williamson, but the conclusion is untrue. 
Let me explain. 

For nearly two years, I have met personally with a wide range of Americans, including 
Roman Catholic cardinals, bishops, nuns, and priests; Protestant clergy and lay leaders; 
Jewish rabbis; theologians, ethicists, and religious activists; academicians (including 
historians, political scientists, sociologists, and anthropologists); professional 
communicators, management consultants, and motivational speakers; business and labor 
leaders; writers, artists, poets, and entertainment celebrities; and many other Americans 
from all walks of life who have interesting ideas or insights into what's happening in our 
country today. I've shared meals and cups of tea with them and some have spent 
the night with us, and I have enjoyed the chance to talk to stimulating people, many of 
whom care deeply about what the president is trying to accomplish for America; others 
are totally nonpolitical, and some even oppose the administration but have points of view 
I want to hear. 

So, have I met with Americans of every stripe, some of whom are controversial or 
"politically incorrect"? Yes, of course I have. I find it interesting that very few of these 
visits have been publicized or viewed as significant unless those who oppose the 
president or his goals or my role think they can score points against us by using the old 
tactic of "guilt by association," or unless the visitor decides it will benefit him or her to be 
seen as associated with us in the public's eye. I have experienced both forms of publicity. 

Marianne Williamson, for example, is a political supporter who has an intriguing view 
about popular culture today that she shared with me; she is neither my "guru" nor 
spiritual adviser. I believe that those who publicized her visit want to marginalize my 
expression of faith as a Christian because they fear that a view of Christian witness and 
obligation differing from the religious Right's could create political opposition to its 
agenda. Some visitors have exploited their time with me for their own purposes. The 
prime example of that is the magazine editor who paid a short courtesy call to my office 
and has promoted the perception that he is my "guru." 

And what have I learned from all this? I suppose that no matter what I do ~ or do not do -
-1 will be criticized and exploited by some. Yet I will continue casting a wide net to meet 
with as many different Americans as I can, to listen hard and leam so I can grow and 
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challenge myself, to understand better what's happening in our country and world 

and put that in a historical and social context so I can better explain the president's vision 

for our future . 

Well, your report provoked a long answer with a simple bottom 1ine: I have no "gurus," 

spiritual advisers, or any other new-age alternative to my Methodist faith and traditions. 

But I will continue eagerly to take advantage of this time in my life to meet with all sorts 

of folks and try to do the best I can to help the president and to make my own 

contribution to the nation. 

- ------ - - ----·--···-· - - ---
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VIA FACSIMILE 

Susan Flinn 
Oxygen Communications 

2036 17th Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20009 

Dear Ms. Flinn : 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 2, 1999 

Thank you for your letter of October 29, 1999, requesting permission to reprint Hillary 

Rodharn Clinton's address to the United Nations 4th World Conference on Women, "Women's 

Rights a.re Human Rights: When Families Flourish, Communities and Nations will Flourish," in 

your forthcoming book. 

Since this speech appears to be in the public domain, our office has no objection to your 

request. Please be advised, however, that longstanding White House policy prohibits the use of 

Mrs. Clinton's name, likeness, words, and activities in commercial advertising or promotional 

materials. In light of this policy, the First Lady's name, likeness, words, and activities should 

not be used to promote the book, yourself as the editor, White Cloud Press, or for any other 

purpose without prior permission from our office. I have enclosed a copy of the policy, as well 

as an excerpt from a Better Business Bureau publication, Do 'sand Don 'ts i:11 Advertising, for 

your information. 

Thank you again for contacting the White House. If you have any questions, please 

contact me at (202) 456-5388. 

Sincerely, 

Meredith E. Cabe 

Associate Counsel to the President 
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The politics of meaning--What? 
Clinton, Hillary Rodham 
Citation: Esquire, 
vl23n4, pp.16, Apr 1995 
Number:02314401 
CopyrightCopyright Hearst Corp. 1995 

YOU RECENTLY RAN a story that I had met with Marianne Williamson, implying she 
was my "spiritual adviser" or "guru" (Reality Check, January). As with some press 
reports, it is factually true that I have me with Williamson, but the conclusion is untrue. 
Let me explain. 

For nearly two years, I have met personally with a wide range of Americans, including 
Roman Catholic cardinals, bishops, nuns, and priests; Protestant clergy and lay leaders; 
Jewish rabbis; theologians, ethicists, and religious activists; academicians (including 
historians, political scientists, sociologists, and anthropologists); professional 
communicators, management consultants, and motivational speakers; business and labor 
leaders; writers, artists, poets, and entertainment celebrities; and many other Americans 
from all walks of life who have interesting ideas or insights into what's happening in our 
country today. I've shared meals and cups of tea with them and some have spent 
the night with us, and I have enjoyed the chance to talk to stimulating people, many of 
whom care deeply about what the president is trying to accomplish for America; others 
are totally nonpolitical, and some even oppose the administration but have points of view 
I want to hear. 

So, have I met with Americans of every stripe, some of whom are controversial or 
"politically incorrect"? Yes, of course I have. I find it interesting that very few of these 
visits have been publicized or viewed as significant unless those who oppose the 
president or his goals or my role think they can score points against us by using the old 
tactic of "guilt by association," or unless the visitor decides it will benefit him or her to be 
seen as associated with us in the public's eye. I have experienced both forms of publicity. 

Marianne Williamson, for example, is a political supporter who has an intriguing view 
about popular culture today that she shared with me; she is neither my "guru" nor 
spiritual adviser. I believe that those who publicized her visit want to marginalize my 
expression of faith as a Christian because they fear that a view of Christian witness and 
obligation differing from the religious Right's could create political opposition to its 
agenda. Some visitors have exploited their time with me for their own purposes. The 
prime example of that is the magazine editor who paid a short courtesy call to my office 
and has promoted the perception that he is my "guru." 

And what have I learned from all this? I suppose that no matter what I do ~ or do not do -
-1 will be criticized and exploited by some. Yet I will continue casting a wide net to meet 
with as many different Americans as I can, to listen hard and leam so I can grow and 
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challenge myself, to understand better what's happening in our country and world 
and put that in a historical and social context so I can better explain the president's vision 
for our future. 

Well, your report provoked a long answer with a simple bottom line: I have no "gurus," 
spiritual advisers, or any other new-age alternative to my Methodist faith and traditions. 
But I will continue eagerly to take advantage of this time in my life to meet with all sorts 
of folks and try to do the best I can to help the president and to make my own 
contribution to the nation. 
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communications 
2036 17th Street NW 

Washington, DC 20009 
Tel 202-667-1624 
Fax 202-483-6484 

www.oxygena t e . com 

Fax 456-6244 

To: 
Ms. Mary Ellen McGuire 
Office of the First Lady 

Date: January 7, 2000 
Number of pages: 

Re: "Comfort and Joy" 

Note: Ms. McGuire -

Thank you for pointing me to the on-line repository of Mrs. Clinton's speeches and 
articles; this is making my life much easier. 

I've attached a copy ofthe magazine article which I would like to use ("Comfort and 
Joy" from Time Magazine) in the upcoming book, Speaking of Hillary. It's earlier than 
the first column on the web page, so I don't think it was originally one of her syndicated 
columns. 

1 am looking for material on children's welfare to use in case neither of us can locate the 
approval letter from Ms. Cabe and 1 therefore can't use the Time piece. 

I still love he^letter to Esquire and would be ecstatic i f l could use it, so my fingers are 
crossed that the lawyers will change their minds! 

The web page looks great, by the way. 

Thjfnkyou, 

Susan Flinn 
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Time miagazine article 

By Hillary 

Comfort and joy 
Clinton, Hillary Rodham 
Citation: Time, vl49n5, pp.63, 
Feb 3, 1997 
Numbermw3076 " " ^ ^ 
CopyriffW:Cppyright Time, Inc) 1997 

THE NIGHT AFTER THE INAUGURAL, BILL AND I GATHERED with our family in 
the solarium on the third floor of the White House. After dinner our toddler nephews 
Tyler and Zachary climbed up on the couch with their Uncle Bill to hear him read a story 
They accompanied him with words, sounds, pointed fingers and a few tussles over who 
would hold the book. As I watched them, I thought of all the times Bill and I used to take 
turns reading stories to Chelsea. Every night one of us (and occasionally both) would 
stretch out on her bed, hold her in our arms, and either read or make up new tales about 
imaginary characters who embarked on improbable but breathtaking adventures. 

Bill and I did not know about brain cells or synapses or the newest discoveries in 
neuroscience. Reading to Chelsea became a daily ritual because it's what our own parents 
and grandparents had done with us, and because we wanted to spend quiet time with her 
every day. Bill's grandmother thought that reading to him would help him develop a 
strong vocabulary and the language skills he would need later on in school. My mother 
and father placed a similar premium on reading, and to this day I remember the feelings 
of security and comfort that I felt sitting in my grandfather's lap when he read stories to 
my brothers and me. 

Today, thanks to advances in brain research, we know that reading with a child has 
intellectual, emotional and physical benefits that can enhance the child's development. 
The intimacy of sharing books and stories strengthens the emotional bonds between a 
parent and child, helps a child leam words and concepts, and actually stimulates the 
growth of a baby's brain. 

As I discussed in my book. It Takes a Village, scientists have discovered that children 
whose parents read and talk to them during the first three years of life create a stronger 
foundation for future reading success. In other words, what our parents and grandparents 
knew instinctively is now backed up by hard scientific evidence. 

That's why doctors and nurses are starting to prescribe reading to babies along with 
regular checkups and vaccinations. Recently I went to Georgetown University's Medical 
Center with Maurice Sendak, the renowned children's author and illustrator. His book 
Where the Wild Things Are was one of Chelsea's-and Bill's-favorites. Mr. Sendak read 
the story to children, and I announced, along with representatives of the American 
Academy of Pediatrics, the American Booksellers Association and the American Library 
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Association, a national campaign to put books in the hands of parents who bring their 
young children to the doctor, and to get doctors to prescribe daily reading. My husband 
and I will be discussing this and other activities to follow up on the latest findings 
about the brain at a White House conference in the spring. 

It's important that we take to heart what the neuroscientists are telling us-without losing 
the heart of the reading experience. In today's high-tech world of E-mail and microchips, 
it is easy to forget the importance of human connections in our daily activities. 
Technology has brought many welcome conveniences to our lives. But it has the 
potential to create feelings of distance, detachment and isolation among us. 

Reading to a child while touching, hugging and holding him or her can be a wonderful 
antidote to the impersonal tendencies of the information age-for both the adult and the 
child. While critical to building brains, reading is equally important to building trusting 
and close relationships. That's why many of us remember the warm embrace or the 
comfortable lap that cradled us when we read books as children. And that's why reading 
should not be viewed solely as an intellectual proposition, particularly in the era in which 
we now live. 

If Americans take away only one lesson from these exciting scientific discoveries, I hope 
it's that reading to children is easy, affordable and feasible for parents no matter what 
their level of education or economic station in life. Children's books are available for free 
at public libraries in every community and can be found at reasonable prices in many 
bookstores. Doctors, librarians, teachers, book publishers, business leaders and the news 
media can help make books available to families and educate parents about the vital role 
that reading plays in our children's lives. 

It isn't very often that we have before us such a simple, inexpensive and pleasurable way 
to improve our children's health and development and raise theu- prospects for a brighter 
future. Whether you lie down together on the rug, sit together in an old rocking chair or 
cuddle on your child's bed the way Bill and I used to with Chelsea, there is no better way 
to spend time than reading to your child. 

And now we also know that there are few better ways to help your baby's brain grow. 

Bio 03 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

November 17, 1999 

VIA FACSIMILE 
Susan Flinn 
Oxygen Communications 
2036 17th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20009 

Dear Ms. Flinn: 

Thank you for your facsimile of October 29, 1999, requesting permission to reprint 
Hillary Rodham Clinton's article, "Comfort and Joy," that appeared in Time Magazine in your 
forthcoming book. 

Since the First Lady's article appears to be in the public domain, our office has no 
objection to your request. We are not aware of what restrictions Time Magazine might impose 
on reprinting the article, if any. As I mentioned in a previous letter, longstanding White House 
policy prohibits the use of Mrs. Clinton's name, likeness, words, and activities in commercial 
advertising or promotional materials. 

Thank you again for contacting the White House. If you have any questions, please 
contact me at (202) 456-5388. 

Sincerely, 

Meredith E. Cabe 
Associate Counsel to the President 

^.3 
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