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Good Housekeeping

959 EIGHTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10019 * 212-649-2200 » FAX 212-265-3307

June 1, 1998

Melanne Verveer

Chief of Staff to the First Lady

Old Executive Office Building, Rm. 100
Washington, D.C. 20502

Dear Melanne:
Happy summer, and here's hoping that you are well.

I am delighted to be enclosing the finished text of our book profiling 24
women 95 years and older, which we are calling WE REMEMBER: WOMEN
BORN AT THE TURN OF THE CENTURY TELL THE STORIES OF THEIR
LIVES IN WORDS AND PICTURES.

As you know, per the agreement worked out between Ellen Levine and Bob
Barnett, we now have the official green light for Mrs. Clinton to write her
foreword, which we are thrilled about!

We are flexible in terms of the length at this point, though I certainly think
she need not write anything longer than 2,000 words. The timing is the
trickier part. We would like to have it by the 15th of this month. I've been
amazed to learn how long it takes to put a book together, even when the
publication date is not till April 1999. But perhaps the First Lady is more
familiar with the long lead time from her own book.

Obviously I understand the timing is tight and her schedule and obligations
are overflowing. So I would love it if you could give me a call as soon as you
have a handle on Mrs. Clinton's schedule. If we can agree on a date that
works, I can alert my William Morrow contacts and allow them time to plan
around this. And of course then we will fax back and forth the edited version.

Additionally, the contract calls for the First Lady to be allowed to approve all
promotional materials, and to do so within 10 days of receipt, by herself or a
designee. (I will get you a copy of this as well, if you don't already have it.) I
will be faxing you tomorrow the first of these--the catalog copy--so you and I
do need to discuss who and how we can handle all of that in a timely
manner.

A PUBLICATION OF HEARST MAGAZINES. A DIVISION OF THE HEARST CORPORATION



I do look forward to hearing from you. My direct dial is 212-649-2348.

Many many thanks, in advance, for all your help. And again, we are so very
pleased and honored to have the First Lady introduce this truly special book.
(I hope you have time to read the profiles yourself--they are really
knockouts!)

Singerely, |
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Good Housekeeping
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June 2, 1998

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff

Dear Melanne:

-1 hope by now you've received my FedEx package. If you have, you'li
understand that. here, as promised, is the catalog copy (thatfgoes to
booksellers) for WE REMEMBER. By contract, Mrs. Clinton or her
designee has an opportunity to approve it, as she does all
promotional material, within ten days of receipt. We think you'll find
this perfectly acceptable and are hoping that you might be able to.
okay it, even by week's end.

Salvatore
Executive Editor
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Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff

Dear Melanne:

I hope by now you've received my FedEx package. If you have, you'll
understand that. here, as promised, is the catalog copy (that - goes to
booksellers) for WE REMEMBER. By contract, Mrs. Clinton or her
designee has an opportunity to approve it, as she does all
promotional material, within ten days of receipt. We think you'll find
this perfectly acceptable and are hoping that you might be able to.
okay it, even by week's end.

Salvatore
Executive Editor
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Juqe'l,’ 1998

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff

Dear Melanne;:

-1 hope by now you've received my FedEx package. If you have you'll
understand that. here, as promised, is the catalog copy (that goes to
booksellers) for WE REMEMBER. By contract, Mrs. Clinton or her
designee has an opportunity to approve it, as she does all
promotional material, within ten days of receipt. We think you'll find
this perfectly acceptable and are hoping that you might be able to.
okay it, even by week's end.

Salvatore
Executive Editor
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In powerful interviews and stunning portraits, here is a
priceless glimpse of 100 years of American womanhood--a living
mirror of our times.

The twenty-four women profi_led and photographed in We.

Bt B

55y AR

Remember speak of the unique experiences and‘sh'alfed‘wisdom‘ that :

could only come from li\}irig in the mosi' exciting and fast‘-cl;ahgirig
100 years of all time. From New York socialite Brooke Astor to
'Martha Jane Faulkner, a slave descendant in the Newark projécté,‘
these women make up a fascinating and representative .group :

portrait of a century of American womanhood. They ‘s'peaic _bf 't'he'

" challenges of living 'in an era when dinner had to be caught, not Jjust e

cooked, the heartbreak of I'osing'husbands to war and children ‘to

epidemics, and the triumphs of living and loving well.

Never-before-told life histories are shared, in'cluding‘a‘ painful .

and poignant love story that unfolds in the WWII death camps, and
the struggle of one Native Ametican to adjust to the coming of the
White Man. Also celebrated are. the centuries’ “firsts’ -~performers

artists, ath!ctes military women and doctors With an mtroducnon

by Hillary Rodham Clinton, this beautlful, black—an,d—whlte -volume is.

both an absorbing social history, a celebration of the progress of
women’s lives in 20th century America--and a moving portrait of
our past at its most personal. '

Jeanne Marie Laskas is a conti‘ibuting editor at Good

Housekeeping, and a columnist for the Wash{ngtoﬁ Post. She lives in ..

the Pittsburgh area.
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Lynn Johnson is an award-winning photojournalist and has
contributed to National Geographic, Life, Time, and People among .

other publications. She lives in Pittsburgh.

April

$25.00/$00.00 (Canada)
0-688-004540-
Gift/Photography/Mother’s Day
112 pages

8-1/2 x 12

24 black-and-white photographs
Hardcover

Morrow
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In powerful interviews and stunning portraits, here is a
priceless glimpse of 100 years of American womanhood--a living
mitror of our times. | | .

The twenty-four women profiied and photographed in We.
Remember speak of the unique experiences and sh'ar:ed‘wisdom' that l-
could only come from li\}irig in the most exciting énd fast‘-ct:xahgirig
100 years of all time. From New York socialite Brooke Astor to |
'Martha Jane Faulkner, a slave descendant in the Newark p,rojécté,‘
these women make up a fascinating and representative .group .
portrait of a century of American womanhood. They élpeak ‘"of 't'he‘ '

" challenges of living 'in an era when dinner had to be caught, not"just
cooked, the heartbreak of lvosing'husbands to war and children to
epidemics, and the triumphs of I.ivin'g and loving well.

Never-before-told life historiés' are sha_rgd‘, in'cluding‘a\ painful.
and poignant love story that unfolds in the WWII death camps, and |
the struggle of one Native American to adjust to the coming of the
White Man. Also celebrated are the centuries’ “firsts’~-performers,
artists, athlet'cs., military women ’an‘d' dpctors. With an i'ntroduqtion.
by Hillary Rodham Clinton, this beautiful, black-an,d-w'rh‘ite -volume is,
both an absorbing social history, a celebration of . the pro'gre,sls.of
women’s lives in 20th" century America--and a moving portrait of
our past at its most personal. '

Jeanne Marie Laskas is a Eénti‘ibuting editor at Good
Housekeeping, and a clollum‘nist for the Washingtoh Post. She lives in ..

the Pitisburgh area.
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Lynn Johnson is an award-winning photojournalist and has i
contributed to National Geographic, Life, Time, and People among- .

other publications. She lives in Pittsburgh.

April

$25.00/$00.00 (Canada)
0-688-004540-
Gift/Photography/Mother’s Day
112 pages '

8-1/2 x 12

24 black-and-white photographs
Hardcover

Morrow
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In powerful interviews and stunning portraits, here is a
priceless glimpse of 100 years of American womanhood--a living
mirror of our times.

The twenty-four women profiied and photographed in We.
Remember speak of the unique experiences and'sh'ar:ed‘wisdom‘ that |
could only come from liy\'/irig in the most exciting énd fast‘—ct:xahgirig
100 years of all time. From New York socialite Brooke Astor to |
‘Martha Jane Faulkner, a slave descendant in the Newark projécts,'
these women make up a fascinating and representative -group .
portrait of a century of American womanhood. They 'slpeal'( .'of‘t'h‘c‘ N
" challenges of living 'in an era when dinner had to be caught, not ‘ljust
cooked, the heartbreak of l'osinghusbands to war and children to
epidemics, and the triumphs of l.iving and loving well.

Never-before-told life hist()riésl are shared, in'cluding‘a‘ painful
and poignant love story that unfolds in the WWII death camps, and |
the struggle of one Native American to 'adjust to the coming of the
White Man. Also celebrated are the centuries’ “firsts”--performers,
artists, athlctés, military women ’an‘d' dpctors. With an ilntroducltionv
by Hillary Rodham Clinton, this beautiful, b,lack—an,d—v;rh‘ite -volume is‘,
both an absorbing social history, a celebration of . the progrcss of
women’s lives in 20th’. century America—-and a moving portrait of
our past at its most personal. ‘

Jeanne Marie Laskas 1s a édl\tfibuting editor at Good
Housekeeping, and a cbl_um‘nist for the Washingtoh Post. She lives in

the Pitisburgh area.
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Lynn Johnson is an award-winning photojournalist and has . .
contributed to National Geographic, Life, Time, and People among’ .

other publications. She lives in Pittsburgh.

April

$25.00/800.00 (Canada)
0-688-004540-
Gift/Photography/Mother’s Day
112 pages '

3-12 x 12

24 black-and-white photographs
Hardcover

Morrow
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Jeanne Marie Laskas
Sweetwater Farm
Scenery Hill, PA 15360
412-267-3090

1800 words

LEILA DENMARK
Alpharetta, Georgia

T reckon I’ve had more patients than any doctor on earth.” says Dr. Leila Denmark. 100.
the oldest practicing physician in the country. She still sees anywhere from 15 to 25 patients
every day, four days a week. in a pediatrics practice that has been around for seven decades. Her
office. a dilapidated farmhouse near Atlanta. Georgia. is just a skinny pathway away—past a couple
ot bird feeders and just bevond two sprawling magnolias—from her kitchen door.

“Watch vour step.” she says. climbing an old cinder block that doubles as a stoop to the
back door of her otfice. She’s dressed in a smart wooi skirt. a pretty white blouse with a bow.
“Okay. now vou want to plug in that space heater?” she savs. entering the exammation room.

“And ']l get this one over here.” It's Saturday. her day off. but she got a call about a sick child.
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and so Dr. Denmark is here. It is not uncommon for her to rise at 2:00 am if necessary, get
dressed. and come to the office to see a sick child.

“I know, some doctors will say, *Don’t call me at night.”” she says. “But I think it’s an
honor that people have enough faith in me they want me to heip them. So [ don’t mind it at all.”

The examination room is sparse. A desk. a window. a poem on the wall. “And my table.”
she says. “I’m practicing medicine on the same table I had in 1928.” she says, rapping her
knuckles on it. Someone once bought her a shiny new table to replace this one. “And [ said. take
that thing out. [ can’t check a baby better on a $300 table than I can on this. I said give that
money to a baby so she can have some food. or some clothes.

I never have wasted money to show off my otfice. I'd have to charge more for that. you
know?"

Dr. Denmark charges $10 a first visit: $8 every visit after that. She has no receptionist. no
appointment book. People simply show up and write their name on a clipboard. then wait their
turn. They are poor people and they are rich people. They are people whose mothers and fathers
and in some cases grandparents were once nurtured by the tender hands—and prescriptive words--
of Dr. Denmark.

The phone rings.

“Dr. Denmark.” she savs. authoritatively. “What's the problem?”

The man on the phone has called to say his son as the tlu. ~“Okay. I'll call the druggist
with some medicine.” she savs. “What's that? Oh. 1 see. Unh huh.” The man says his son has
been acting out. picking tights with his brother. The lather has tried evervthing to get him to

behave. ! see.” Leila savs. “Okav. Here's what vou need to do. Don’t lecture him. Don’t argue
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with him. That’s right. You're the only audience for that little boy to have. And if it bothers you,
he’s going to keep it up as long as it bothers you. So don’t ever mention how he treats his brother
again. Just be nice to him.

“If you were a great actor and you got on the stage an everybody left. you'd quit acting.
Right? That’s right. Okay. Bye bye.”

Dr. Denmark has never once had to prescribed a dose of Ritalin—today’s drug of choice
for children with behavior problems. For that matter. she has never prescribed a dose of cough
medicine. “I try to find out what’s making them cough instead of shutting them up,™ she says.

She was born Leila Daughtry, one of twelve children raised on a prosperous farm in the
south Georgia town of Portal. Her tather was the town’s mayor. and she was a happy child who
loved to care for the animals. “And [ liked flowers.” she says. [ remember putting wilted flowers
in water and watching them come back again. So early on I got the idea ot making things come
back. vou know?”

She attended a two-room school house—where she met the man who would become her
husband. John Eustace Denmark. He lived two tarms down the road. When she finished school.
she figured on becoming a teacher—the onlv career path she’d ever seen a woman pursue--so she
went to Tift College in Forsvth. Georgia. ~And a protessor fixed me up a place to dissect. and I
began to get interested in science and medicine.”

By the time she graduated. she was engaged to “"Mr. Denmark.” as she calls him. But he
took a position with the State Department. and was sent to Indonesia—no wives invited. Instead
ot sitting around and waiting tor his return in a few vears. she applied to medical school. She was

accepted at the Medical College of Georgia. the only woman in the class. In 1928 she would
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become the third woman to ever graduate from that medical college.

[TK stat about number of women doctors then versus now]

“And those four years of medical college could never have been more perfect on this
earth.” she says. “Those were the nicest boys. I tell you. They treated me like a sister. [ was just
one of the bunch.”

On this point she gets worked up. “I have never been discriminated against as a woman.”
she says. I never had anybody. any indication of anybody rejecting me doing the things [ have
done because ['m a woman.

“T don’t know where all this comes from today. | mean. men are wonderful people. |
don’t understand this. Today there is a fight between women and men. Never was there a war in
my day. A man would hitch your horse tor you. And he’d help you get in the buggy. And when
vou got up to the house. he’d open the door for you. Now. women think that’s an insult.

“It’s silly. It sure is. We're not having any fun. And we should have fun. We live in the
most wondertul time in all history.™

You can’t get a word in edgewise when Leila gets on a roll. She speaks like a preacher
with a mission

T believe that women should have the right to do anything they want to do.” she says.
~And | don’t want anv woman to have a child unless she wants it. but if she brings a baby into
this world that’s her responsibility. | don't care if she’s president ot the United States of
America! Her baby comes first.”

On this point she gets reuflyv worked up.

“Davcare has wrecked the nation.” she says. “Eighty five percent of the kids Monday
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morning will go to a daycare center, and many will stay there till six at night. And they’ll come
home to a tired mother and a tired father. Supper to cook. and the house a mess. And there’s no
peace. No peace.

“You can’t raise a child that way! Those little kids are being raised according to the ways
of other little kids. They can’t follow the parents” way, because the parents didn’t rear them. The
mother didn’t have time to fool with them. She’s off doing something ‘worthwhile.” That’s what
they say, doing something ‘worthwhile.™

For her part. Leila is the first to admit that she had it easier than most. She married Mr.
Denmark three days after she graduated from medical school. He was on the fast track toward
wealth--he eventually became the vice presxdent of the Federal Reserve Bank--and so Leila could

S ad T
atford live-in help. In 1930. when her daughter Mary was bom she moved her practice into her

breakfast room. She had already accomplished many “worthwhile™ things. Her research on - /,i ’ B .
whooping cough led to the development ot a vaccine tor that (ji;ease in the 1930s.

I never had to make a dime on medicine.” she says. “Mr. Denmark made the living. So |
could give my time to the poor.”™

Medicine was a ministry for her. She could have retired-at any age. She almost did when
she turned 87. She and her husband had moved from suburban Atlanta out to the beautiful land
thev owned in Alpheratta. They built a lovely manse with white columns where they could live
out their last vears. But Leila had her eye on the old farmhouse in the nearby tield—the one where
people used to make moonshine. [t was falling to pieces. She imagined what it could be like if
she got it fixed up a little. She called her grandson. I said. can vou fix it up for me? 'l just

have a place where [ ¢can see patients occasionally.”

S /'/ i
S ey
Lv -
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He scrubbed it. painted it, made it habitable. He hung a hand-painted sign outside, “Office
Hours. Monday, Tuesday. Wednesday. Friday 8 am to 3 PM.”

“And now ['m seeing as many patients here as [ did in Atlanta.” she says. Her husband
died 1990. at age 91. And Leila keeps on. “I"ve not taken a teacup full of medicine in my life.”
she says. She credits her longevity to her strict eating habits: three meals a day. each with a
protein. spaced five and a halt hours apart because “vour stomach empties out every five and a
half hours.”™ She drinks only water. “No juice. none of that bottled stutl.” And she never. ever
eats junk. Not even on her one hundredth birthday.

I did not have one bite of that cake.™ she says. “Not one taste.”

She has no plans to retire. “Not until my obituary is in the paper.” she savs. It would
drive me crazy if I had nothing to do.” she savs. It start resting, ['ll start judging myself. And
then I'll get depressed. You can’t get depressed if you're busy.

“Okay. now, does this room feel warm enough?” she asks. going over to tend to the space
heater. Her patient is due any minute.

The phone rings again.

“Dr. Denmark.” she answers. “What? No. it’s okay. What's vour problem?”” She listens
awhile. ~“And now the brother has pinworm. t00”" she sayvs. “Did vou see them? Are you quite
sure? Okay. why don’t vou come by on Mondav. That’s right. There’s no reason to worry
about 1. [t’s not going to hurt him. No. vou didn’t do anvthing wrong. What? Why are vou
crying?”

The woman expiains that her husband has been scolding her. blaming her tor her children’s

pIn worm intestation.
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“Oh, my,” says Dr. Denmark. 1 think that whole household is upset.” She looks down at
her feet. thinks. and finallv comes up with a prescription. “You go gather the family up.” she

says. “And everybody go on a picnic today. Okay? That’s right. Bye bye.”
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October 16, 1998

Melanne Verveer

Chief of Staff

Office of the First Lady

Old Executive Office Building
Room 100

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Melanne:

I am delighted to present to you and Mrs. Clinton the galleys of WE
REMEMBER, including her introduction. We are completely delighted
with it, and hope you are too. Again, the First Lady's support of this
book means so very much to us.

I am required to return to give William Morrow any changes to this
galley no later than Friday October 23rd. Is it possible that I may
have your approval by then?

I can be reached at 212-649-2348. DIANE SALVATORE

EXECUTIVE EDITOR

M many thanks. E Good Housekeepiﬂﬂ \
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In powerful interviews and stunning portraits,
here is a rare glimpse of 100 years of American
womanhood.

In We Remember, twenty-five women horn at the turn
of the century speak of the wonder and shared wisdom
that could come only from experiencing — firsthand--
the most dramatic century of all time. This visually rich
volume provides a rare ghmpse of the (‘(»mplox feel-
ings—the triumphs and frustrations —that have gone
into the emergence of the modern American woman.
Filled with engrossing portraits of the famous and
the little-known, We Remember brings into focus the
scope and diversity of lives that spanned two world

wars, the Great Depression, the administrations of

nineteen presidents, the New Deal, and the industrial
and information revolutions. You will read about

* Peggygene LEvans, who danced in Lon Chaney’s
classic silent film 7he Phantom of the Opera. and
recalls the first talking movie

* Brooke Astor, the philanthropist known as “the
First Lady of New York City,” who recently helped
channel more than $175 million to New York City
institutions and visited every beneficiary

* Minnie Littlebear, who was born into the
Winnebago nation in a wigwam in the Nebraska
woods in 1897

» Bess Hoffman, who survived the 1906 San Francisco
earthquake and delivered seven of her siblings

» Etta Moten Barnett, who was one of the first black
women to perform at the White House, singing to
Franklin Roosevelt on his birthday

* Margot Por, who fell in love with her hushand,
Eugene, in a World War Il coneentration camp
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* Beatrice Wood, who watched Monet paint in the
garden of Giverny

= Tomie Ito, who was among the nearly 120,000
innocent Japanese Americans imprisoned in U.S.
internment camps during World War [1

These and the seventeen other women in We
Remember came into a world without light bulbs,
telephones, income tax, cars, radios, anesthesia,
refrigerators, or bras. They witnessed women’s suf-
frage and women senators, the Wright brothers’ first
flight and John Glenn’s second return from outer
space. Leaving the homefront, they entered colleges,
the workplace, and politics. Their lives have spanned
a remarkable century, and in We Remember, their
memories come alive.

With an introduction by Hillary Rodham Clinton,
and the words and pictures of these extraordinary
women, We Remember composes an anthem of the
feminine soul that, until now, has never been heard in

such symphony.

JEANNE MARIE LASKAS (LEFT) writes for many publica-
tions, including Good Housekeeping and Esquire, and is
a weekly columnist for The Washington Post Magazine.
She lives and works on a farm in Pennsylvania.

LYNN JOHNSON (RIGHT) is an award-winning photo-
journalist and has contributed to National Geographic,
Life, Time, and People, among other publications. She
lives in Pittsburgh.

Jacket design by Yolanda Cuomo
Author photographs by Sally Maxson
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