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November |4 1557 /

My ncme is fegan T like to play soccer and T live in Honolulu, Hawaii. I have a
few quesTicis for you. Is the White House very big to live in? Are you a
characte- o arz you really a cat? Do you do commercials? Are you related to the
President in any way? Do you have a lot of money? Did you have to buy a room in
the White House? Are you a man?

I like cats Too, are you fluffy and snuggly? I go to Hahaione Elementary and T
am in the thi-< grade. My teachers name is Mrs. Chang, I have a best friend
named Tiffany. Do you have a best friend like mine? She does a lot of stuff with
me and keeps me company. Do you like to eat rats and mice? Are you the
President's pet? Do you have your own room? What color are your fur and your
eyes? Can you give me detail about yourself when you send the letter back to me?
When will T hear from you? Thank you for answering all my questions.

Sincerely, -

Megan
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JOHN F. KENNEDY ELEMENARY SCHOOL -
125 CHAFFEE STREET EXT.
UNIONTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 15401

MRS. HANKINS' THIRD GRADE CLASS.

BRITTANY BOBO
JENNIFER COLGAN
AMANDA DOYLE
AMBER EVANS
TIFFANY FENTON
RACHAEL FULLEM
MATTHEW GRIMM
KARON HARRIS
HANK HEATH
BRANDI HILL
DAVID HOUGH
RASHELL HUGHES
DAVID JOHNSON
MEGAN MAUST
JERRETT PICKENS
MATTHEW STANEC
ISAIAH STEVENS
BRITTANY THOMAS
CHIRSTOPHER THOMAS
ADAM VanSICKLE
CHRISTOPHER WATSON
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648 Nautilus St.

La Jolla, CA

92037 February 19, 1998
Socks Clinton

1600 Pennsylvania Ave.

Washington D.C.
20500

Dear Socks,
How is Buddy doing? Do you guys get along or fight a lot? You are a role model
for cats everywhere and probably the most well known cat in the country. Could you

send my your paw print? Who knows... Someday it might be worth hundreds of dollars.

Seeing that you are the “cat of the house” I think that you must have the real
inside information. You see, I am doing a P;esidential Project in my history class at
Muirlands Middle School. I was wondering if you could dig up some information about
my president, William Henry Harrison. He was not president for very long so any

information about his life before or during the presidency would be greatly appreciated.

Any information about the presidency at all be helpful. So, if you have any

brochures, letters, or anything on these supjects I wguld be very grateful if you could

send these to me.

Sincerely,

Lisa Hollingsworth

it v it i S LA S Sl Al RaniCI ol lREY USRSl SOl it ot/ i x L [aditn A s0a b 3 pch B RAL g
T G Y 7 T T AR A S L TR



YA Y = [
\

‘qu N aunlust
Lo Jo\la y (R
ARO37

c\unton
\bggd(%nn sylvanio Fye.

wWashing TON O.C.
A0500

'll'll"llll‘l'l"lll"!llll"ll

c—




Withdrawal/Redaction Marker
Clinton Library

DOCUMENT NO. SUBJECT/TITLE DATE RESTRICTION
AND TYPE

001. letter Amanda Robbins to Socks re: DOB [partial] (! page) 02/18/1998 P6/b(6)
COLLECTION:

Clinton Presidential Records
First Lady's Office

Shirley Sagawa

OA/Box Number: 16422

FOLDER TITLE:
Buddy and Socks - Bobbie Greene [3]

2013-0124-S
rc1095

RESTRICTION CODES

Presidential Records Act - |44 U.S.C. 2204(a)|

P1 National Security Classified Information [(a)(1) of the PRA|

P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA|

P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA|

P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or
financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA|

P35 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President
and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(5) of the PRA|

P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA]|

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed
of gift.
PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C.
2201(3).
RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.

Freedom of Information Act - |5 U.S.C. 552(b)|

b(1) National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of
an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA|

b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial
information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

b(6) Relcase would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA|

b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA|

b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA|

b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA|



AR
v oLe

Fep. 8,11y 7

L§ /_ALY‘(\CM’\ADL |

_,__-,____4____0_\A0v“e,ﬁ_‘_______c__Q_f__s_#, _ A kil
ke y 02 Q SN ol S

.

e : - .
-~ IR Y .

.

T ke ke o

. .be the . \é-*_—_a__, c,o\f-s,‘;?f NI
\ovve Y ouf nicl L yprice
—fow  loes  fi .i;;uw,

. QO\V’\\ \)/t*w DU vouk' ’Xmg\vz A
~ _Voyolal caole LoodR TS
Ahe iy Gec LéT qe,mgce
mev\ o4 LeCco i c,em/ue.‘
4 Cak'st Yo WaCW Youy m(m-arﬂe H\e
Mo S Cocl {9+ Cox = .
eve 0 WLl k +ne:
el ryr e Pl€S5 right: O\Ck"

-land PV€9  comp g‘z\u’m v

. fo M Y howuse «

A HO\JLQ Ech U\m()\m{a '

_ - A T /V\y 'Hque.f BQO

¥ E,? 4 """.'

155-2315 915/543-1051 U\ *)0\ _ l A
aGe: 3 . 1360 ZEPHYR DR R a% -
ECi6)re_ _ YUBA CITY CA 95991 ‘ gt T *;! m\ o)}
RS — - — S T R e T







-Dec%rﬂbef\z,ﬂ

Deour Socks,

J\u nome iS5 Ben.ovmm MO(LSSC(L[L I'Cbm qaﬂ(

in ‘Foﬁbn!‘adﬁ-—_é e, on Rhien=Main Air Foree Boe.in ™

Frank Burt German. V\u teather is MsOreesen and. wear

Studuing \\/a,émna’ron 9.0 nd. Yhat is whi T om wibida

J
o, \F)r‘rjef‘%o uouJ T hove o Cat,  her name iS TSNt >

How od are Gou? Mycat is zm cat likes to eat

)mgs do y {asmide is a. %a' mixed calica cod \l\/had'

besed, ace uold What kind o} +ousd,o ol ke, T Jasmine |

b Kﬁﬁ hou(‘u %u( V\u cat \kes ’ro Dhoéex \’hmas x \O\’

A whith do ucnp “Like ko do more, sleep or p'at{- Do UQLL

MSS Chﬁ/am Thanks Yor readi

g

\\ Thank wou,
S~ Buyomin Moo
2
\ Penainin Mo cea ﬁ
r PSCH AaXald

-APQ AR 09050




S . e ', -
Lo : *"x.. g f‘-i’ﬁ
I
|
RN S
. v
LAy
‘/
i
P
. )
-
.
P A
Sl S
: ""1\. 1) PR
I SN SN

The Whike Hoyse

lbOO K 6nn5"\v&ﬂ»ou Ave.

WoShington B¢, 2000k

S il




/ i':/" /Aﬂ@ﬁ?ﬁ( /ﬁﬁy/ J 2P0,

/«

Doy 15 /%’
ear Soche,

i D

o o ZMA calld zq&o@u:)?/t/wm algat
. Oaz oy sf ok Dok Kad  nopu  oilly, Lk il adoerZn,
\Ore Zme Ao fLl_nls: He om0l Cox. Halt, aespuoy, N awon
| wordering. A ot by W_m oLk,
N wewts 24 B A o cat, Lt _mgp onem do_
az@zgxo ‘D awrtn aworclinarng i /yocv_«&&u&)b urde_ome_a. pilline of
/ycw W powy pous put  on A ) woudd, ok Jh o pidee
L ard ologroph, Lnem  opsun Mm%____@_.,t&__,__,_d&’/r%q‘toe:,__‘c’TM., B

vrl BT AT S e P T T TR T o s B - TR y e
PRSI, . [ e P P — P .




.)<’

‘Socky
The White 11 .

1((/( \")‘/ ] 17ty i

‘Il‘ll“llll'lh"lIl”llllI“l‘

e

K / ! 'l/ Aaac A
/ 7} - .
PR NEL TR

ife
v ’

P



..f,/\m‘ BN \
il (\ -

Q, an
jgjf‘m? on

qJ\€STY

l{’{

vsdc?

L o
YO(/\_ Vv T )
R yan Jones

T/E/7

1
I

o :
G

T

Y

So

coma,.

./

’I.)’ .

S Q&

oneTh eV QU\QSTOV\ J/Q

R U

}) Wm S

3:?““

—L -
frﬁ. ‘

e,

rm,fj_{

!
|

e




:v.\ .—JaV‘.t"l
v e .-\\,_,_;_-‘_‘
Pt wataaly L2y

)

The \Wwhite  Hou:

\b(t\ Ef&'msy\\/o\\\\o\ awve,
\»/_m hn u]fl\ Df ’OSOO

.__--’-"’—-‘_—-

l‘p\“( ,,,,, ,/l,,,, MOCKJ

- Car i X
”-"(.",';'..gf."‘ .



FTNRT N SN g e -

\\> Josh Arnold
200 N Starcrest Dr. Apt 126

Clearwater FL 33765

Dear Sacks,

Hi, how ya doin' ? I have this Class in my new High School,
(I'm in 9th Grade) Clearwater High School in Florida anyway one of the
teachers in American Government making, no letting us have the pleasure
of writing to either Mr. President, Mrs. President; Chelsea Clinton
(I hope the spellings right) or you Socks The Cat and I chose you.
I have to get a response to get credit though. Unless you want me to
fail this class then fail schodl (Because I'm Devastated From Not Getting a
Response) so then the whole economy collapses! Thats fine with me,
although you probably don't care because your a CAT! Anywayz All I Have
to say is Meow, Meow Purrr ow, Meee... RUFFF RUFF! Uh OH NO, I
have to go please write back. AHHHHHHHH!

Your Human,
Josh Amnold

And Cloudy The Cat (My Cat)
Heres a p_of her.

P.S. If You were to send a picture of you and your family autographed that would be
really really really really really really really really really really really really cool ! KNOW
YOU GUYS PROBABLY ARE BUSY BUT A PIC W/ AUTOGRAPHS WOULD JU ST
BE SO GREAT !
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Josh Amold
200 N Starcrest Dr Apt 126
Clearwater, Fl 33765

Socks The Cat
The White House
Washington DC 20500
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Karen Al Maagbeh
Lenaustrasse 20
12047 Berlin
Germany

To

The White House
Public Relations Dept
"SOCKS"

The White House
Washington D. C.

US A

Berlin, Friday, 13th (!), 1998

Dear Socks,

as a great fan of Yours I would very much like Your (paw-)autograph. I'd be dead thrilled if that
would be possible. I suppose You are a little less busy now, as this dog moved in with you. I
wish your peace has been disturbed not to dreadfully, (I saw some pics...) and hope you can still
relax.

For the future I wish you lots of mice, strolls and everything you need. Hoping to hear from
You..

Love

“

.

P. S. Iincluded some IRC's and stamps, maybe it's helpful for your folks...
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115 Main Avenue
Rumford , Main
04276 3/5/98

Dear Socks,I am very curious and I was wondering
if I could ask a few questions? How do you walk
around without getting touched? Do you have a girl
cat friend? I know you are little but it’s good being
little because everyone thinks you’re cuter when you're
little! Say hello to the Clintons and Buddy for me,
please. I'm telling you and Buddy to get along. [
don’t care if he started it!

Your friend,

Chelsea Fournier

3" grade -
St. Athanasius-St.John
School




115 Main Avenue
Rumford, Maine 04276
March 5, 1998

Dear Socks,

{ have some questions for you.

1. Do you scratch the furniture in the White House?
What do you do for a living?

Do you like Buddy?

Whﬁ; js it like living in the White House?

Do ypn have room service?

Do you like kids?

I

Your friend, Tyra V'3

Your frjeng
Maegin ;4 1im
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMO TO: Bobbie Green
FROM: Barbara Kinney
RE: Socks and Buddy book

Bobbie,

Thanks for the news that some of the proceeds
from the Socks/Buddy book will go to an animal
organization. This will make a lot of people (and
animals) very happy.

I would suggest talking to Jim Monsma of
the Washington Humane Society. He is responsible
for the fundraising effort of the shelter here
in D.C. I talked to him last year about the
possibility of a Socks book and told him Mrs.
Clinton had expressed interest in donating some
of the proceeds to a shelter. I'm sure he can
answer any questions you might have., His number
is 202-576-6664.

The Washington Humane Society not only
provides shelter, spaying and neutering, and
adoptions for animals, they also have an educational
program for local schoolsthat teaches children the
importance of caring for and treating animals well,
Mrs. Clinton can designate which area the money
can be used so that it can directly benefit the
animals in the shelter or for one of the programs.

Okay, that is my pitch for the Washington

Humane Society, which makes sense because the
Clintons do live in D.C.

Thanks,

Barb

cc: Cheryl Mills, Marsha Berry
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 26, 1998

MEMORANDUM FOR BOBBIE GREENE
FROM: WAN BURKHARDT

SUBJECT:  MAIL RECEIVED

Attached is a yearly breakdown of mail received by the White House during the Bush Presidency
(to President and Mrs. Bush, White House staff, and Millie), the Clinton Presidency to date (to
President and Mrs. Clinton, White House staff, Socks, and Buddy), Socks to date, and Buddy to
date. These figures were compiled by Jim Reagan, Assistant Superintendent of the U.S. Postal
Service office located in the Old Executive Office Building.

The mail for the Bush Presidency is represented by the figures for the years 1989-1992.

The mail for the Clinton Presidency is represented by the figures for the years 1993-1998.

The mail figures for Socks and Buddy are subsets of the figures for the Clinton Presidency.
Unfortunately, we do not have any figures for mail received by the Bushes’s dog, Millie.

The Postal Service can provide figures for mail received by President Bush, Mrs. Bush, President
Clinton, and Mrs. Clinton individually. Because that will take some time, please let me know at
your earliest convenience if you are seeking that sort of detail.

I hope this is helpful.

Attachment




1989 6173841

1990 5001574

1991 3819535

1992 3519424

1993 6411977

1994 4262578

1995 3079916

1996 4954769

1997 3294831
1998|YTD 1648474
BUDDY 1997 662
1998 YTD 999

SOCKS 1993 5079
1994 26042

1995 16473

1996 6883

1997 5079

1998 YTD 1398

Page 1




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Office of the First Lady
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Gift ID# Donor Trip#
411674 Richard Snow 980292
) —E27 Carol Unifesy, Ca@\F ™ M
~ 2
415836 Ann Rosa 980305
N .
e \/ 415034 Randy Hulstrom 980303

Richard F. Gonzales 980300

X\ 414706
\A1414o

413163

/413090

Hans Ballin 980300

. J

Shelly Moving & Storage 980296

Joan Bolduc 980296

N 4130 Scotty Bowman
Ken Holland 980296
412462 Paul Kinney 980294
417529 AJ. Dupre 980296
\/416781 Rost 980311
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Chocolate lab stone sculpture E CD

Framed and matted painting of the
President sitting on a bench hugging
Buddy

Description

Leather dog collar “Buddy” with the
WH main phone #

Two handmade red, white, and blue
Personalized bandannas for Buddy
and Socks

7" tall ceramic statue of Buddy 3"
statue of socks on a 4" x 10" base
that depicts a red, white, and blue
carpet

Needlepoint bone-shaped ornament
that reads “Buddy”

Red nylon collar that depicts holiday
lights and a holiday stocking for
Buddy

Brown ceramic pet dish that reads
“Buddy')B

Red cotton dog sweater “Buddy”
45" round Buddy Bed dog bed
Black Batzibelt pet seat belt
Hand carved painted statue of the
President holding a saxophone

And Buddy; wooden base with
engraving “Thuringen 1998"



Socks Items Returned to Archives After Review

Gift ID# oA Description
@0&75 g \/1) Hand-painted Socks foot stool. 2) Five pieces of stationary.

403029 Russian matruska dolls depicting the First Family.

397795 6" wooden Socks replica.

100493 Brown leather collar that reads “Socks First Cat.”

110502 \/Red, white, and blue cat collar for Socks.

N \\ a @
) e ./ . . S e .
> . 10344 Vv Wooden feeding surface that depicts Socks and a fish; two feeding bowls

included. . -

// 105748 Ceramic food bowl with various hand-painted scenes that include Socks. \"1{7
5 b\w'\
388828 7" x 14.5" oil painting on wood cut-out of Socks. S}-\

372411 Blue heart pillow with a hand-painted portrait of Socks.

géll]ﬁb / ’\/ Socks wooden cat dish holder with two feeding bowls.
"% * (10522 o \/ Socks quilt and small toy mouse.

386068 Large grey cat bed in the shape of a shoe that reads “Socks” on the front.
A5

//\J%q'f/\/za/ Lac. 09707



Gift ID#

411674

417277

415836

415034

414706

414140

413163

413090

413072

412462
417529

416781

Donor Trip#
Richard Snow 980292

Carol Unites

Ann Rosa 980305

Randy Hulstrom 980303

Richard F. Gonzales 980300

Hans Ballin 980300

Shelly Moving & Storage 980296

Joan Bolduc 980296

Scotty Bowman

Ken Holland 980296
Paul Kinney 980294
A.J. Dupre 980296
Rost 980311

Description

Chocolate lab stone sculpture

[Framed and matted painting of the

President sitting on a bench hugging
Buddy

Leather dog collar “Buddy” with the
WH main phone #

Two handmade red, white, and blue
Personalized bandannas for Buddy
and Socks

7" tall ceramic statue of Buddy 3"
statue of socks on a 4" x 10" base
that depicts a red, white, and blue

carpet

Needlepoint bone-shaped ornament
that reads “Buddy”

Red nylon collar that depicts holiday

lights and a holiday stocking for
Buddy

Brown ceramic pet dish that reads
“Buddyﬁ)

Red cotton dog sweater “Buddy”
45" round Buddy Bed dog bed
Black Batzibelt pet seat belt
Hand carved painted statue of the
President holding a saxophone

And Buddy; wooden base with
engraving “Thuringen 1998"



Gift ID#

416511/ 108758
403029
397795
100493
110502

103444

105748
388828
372411
362174
105228

386068

R

//\J'/q’f/‘/za/ L.

Socks Items Returned to Archives After Review
Description

1) Hand-painted Socks foot stool. 2) Five pieces of stationary.
Russian matruska dolls depicting the First Family.

6" wooden Socks replica.

Brown leather collar that reads “Socks First Cat.”

Red, white, and blue cat collar for Socks.

Wooden feeding surface that depicts Socks and a fish; two feeding bowls
included.

Ceramic food bowl with various hand-painted scenes that include Socks.
7" x 14.5" oil painting on wood cut-out of Socks.

Blue heart pillow with a hand-painted portrait of Socks.

Socks wooden cat dish holder with two feeding bowls.

Socks quilt and small toy mouse.

Large grey cat bed in the shape of a shoe that reads “Socks” on the front.
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: Ms. Bobbie Green
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Fax:
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Date:

202-456-6244

David Gerber

DClI
301-771-4829
301-986-5843

June 18, 1998
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June 18, 1998

VIA FACSIMILE AND MESSENGER

Ms. Bobbie Green

The White House
Office of the First Lady
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Ms. Green;

Thanks for taking the time on the phone, last week, to discuss my interest in exploring the
possibility of Animal Planet producing a television special involving "Socks" and "Buddy”. When
| became aware of the book project using letters from kids to the White House pets, with which
Mrs, Clinton is involved, | immediately started thinking about a companion television special that
might very well serve the interests of the White House, Simon & Schuster, our family oriented
cable network, and--most importantly--the viewing public.

The Potent)al Project

I understand the book is just beginning production and is expected to be released in time for
Christmas 1998. Should you be interested, we would have no problem producing a special that
could be scheduled to coincide with the release of the book. Keeping in mind that [ do not know
much about the content of the book, I'm imagining a program that would include letters from
kids to "Buddy" and “Socks"--read by the kid's themselves. Questions posed about the First
Pets could be answered during the courss of the program. Viewers would be fascinated to
learn more about the First Pets and what life is like for an animal living at the White House.
Perhaps a select group of letter writers could meet the pets at the White House, along with the
people who help care for them, and maybe even have a chance to meet The President and First
Lady. There are a lot of possibilities we can discuss. And, incidentally, Animal Planet could
help solicit letters (for use in the book and the program) by way of on-airs spots and our popular
web site, along with the many other ways we could help increase awareness of the project.

Who Am |?

A few notes about my own credentials, Included among more than 20 years of producing
credits is my extensive experience with productions involving The White House. The best

A MNelwork of Discovery Communications inc.
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Ms. Green
June 18, 1998

people to ask about my successful track record would be Chief Usher--Gary Walters, Curator--
Betty Monkman, Retired Curator--Rex Scouten or Neal Horstman of the White House Historical
Association. | have worked with both President and Mrs, Clinton. They appeared in "WITHIN
THESE WALLS: A Visit to the White House", the official history and tour that | produced for the
WHHA while | was on staff at public television's WQED in Pittsburgh (right down the hall from
Mister Rogers). | also directed President Clinton's live, nationally televised Town Meeting in
Pittsburgh during his first campaign. More recently, | coproduced "UPON THESE GROUNDS;
Exploring the White House Gardens", a companion to the earlier film, both of which play
continuously at the White House Visitors’ Center. | also worked with President and Mrs, Bush,
on an earlier version of "WITHIN THESE WALLS", which is among the artifacts placed in a time
capsule next to the South Portico in commemoration of the 200th Anniversary of The White
House. And, | directed a program on teenage drug abuse, "THE CHEMICAL PEOPLE", hosted
by Mrs. Reagan. In the summer of 1996 | joined Discovery Networks to head up production for
Animal Planet.

What is Animal Planet?

As a 24 hour family entertainment and information network, Animal Planet offers a wide
assortment of programming that explores the world of animals -- wild and domestic -- and our
relationship with them. We feature documentaries, real world adventure, kids shows, comedy,
drama and game shows. Our target audience is 18-49 year old adults with children 2-11. From
"THE NEW ADVENTURES OF LASSIE" (drama) to the "ENDANGERED SPECIES
PROTECTION UNIT" (documentary), from "ZOOVENTURE" (game show) to "EMERGENCY
VETS" (reality). All of our programs deliver the level of quality viewers have come to expect
from the creators of Discovery Channel and The Learning Channel.

In just over a year, Animal Planet became televigion's fastest growing cable network, surpassing
40 million homes last month. And we're still growing!

ext Steps

| completely understand the complications involved in producing television at the White House
and with The President and First Lady, having been through it several times. Advance planning
is key, So, in order to prepare for any upcoming opportunities, | hope we can discuss this
matter soon. | would propose a meeting among representatives of Animal Planet, Simon &
Schuster and the Office of the First Lady to discuss a potential, mutually beneficial,
collaboration. Being right in here in Bethesda, we are available for a meeting at almost any time.
I'd love the chance to tell you more about Animal Planet and begin discussions about what |
think can be an exciting project!

Look forward to hearing from youl

Sincerely,

Lol s

David E. Gerber
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David E. Gerber

June 18, 1998

VIA FACSIMILE AND MESSENGER

Ms. Bobbie Green

The White House
Office of the First Lady
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Ms. Green:

Thanks for taking the time on the phone, last week, to discuss my interest in exploring the
possibility of Animal Planet producing a television special involving "Socks" and "Buddy". When
| became aware of the book project using letters from kids to the White House pets, with which
Mrs. Clinton is involved, | immediately started thinking about a companion television special that
might very well serve the interests of the White House, Simon & Schuster, our family oriented
cable network, and--most importantly--the viewing public.

The Potential Project

| understand the book is just beginning production and is expected to be released in time for
Christmas 1998. Should you be interested, we would have no problem producing a special that
could be scheduled to coincide with the release of the book. Keeping in mind that | do not know
much about the content of the book, I'm imagining a program that would include letters from
kids to "Buddy" and "Socks"--read by the kid's themselves. Questions posed about the First
Pets could be answered during the course of the program. Viewers would be fascinated to
learn more about the First Pets and what life is like for an animal living at the White House.
Perhaps a select group of letter writers could meet the pets at the White House, along with the
people who help care for them, and maybe even have a chance to meet The President and First
Lady. There are a lot of possibilities we can discuss. And, incidentally, Animal Planet could
help solicit letters (for use in the book and the program) by way of on-airs spots and our popular
web site, along with the many other ways we could help increase awareness of the project.

Who Am 1?

A few notes about my own credentials. Included among more than 20 years of producing
credits is my extensive experience with productions involving The White House. The best



Ms. Green
June 18, 1998

people to ask about my successful track record would be Chief Usher--Gary Walters, Curator--
Betty Monkman, Retired Curator--Rex Scouten or Neal Horstman of the White House Historical
Association. | have worked with both President and Mrs. Clinton. They appeared in "WITHIN
THESE WALLS: A Visit to the White House", the official history and tour that | produced for the
WHHA while | was on staff at public television's WQED in Pittsburgh (right down the hall from
Mister Rogers). | also directed President Clinton’s live, nationally televised Town Meeting in
Pittsburgh during his first campaign. More recently, | coproduced "UPON THESE GROUNDS:
Exploring the White House Gardens", a companion to the earlier film, both of which play
continuously at the White House Visitors’ Center. | also worked with President and Mrs. Bush,
on an earlier version of "WITHIN THESE WALLS", which is among the artifacts placed in a time
capsule next to the South Portico in commemoration of the 200th Anniversary of The White
House. And, | directed a program on teenage drug abuse, "THE CHEMICAL PEOPLE", hosted
by Mrs. Reagan. In the summer of 1996 | joined Discovery Networks to head up production for
Animal Planet.

What is Animal Planet?

As a 24 hour family entertainment and information network, Animal Planet offers a wide
assortment of programming that explores the world of animals -- wild and domestic -- and our
relationship with them. We feature documentaries, real world adventure, kids shows, comedy,
drama and game shows. Our target audience is 18-49 year old adults with children 2-11. From
"THE NEW ADVENTURES OF LASSIE" (drama) to the "ENDANGERED SPECIES
PROTECTION UNIT" (documentary), from "ZOOVENTURE" (game show) to "EMERGENCY
VETS" (reality). All of our programs deliver the level of quality viewers have come to expect
from the creators of Discovery Channel and The Learning Channel.

In just over a year, Animal Planet became television's fastest growing cable network, surpassing
40 million homes last month. And we're still growing!

Next Steps

| completely understand the complications involved in producing television at the White House
and with The President and First Lady, having been through it several times. Advance planning
is key. So, in order to prepare for any upcoming opportunities, | hope we can discuss this
matter soon. | would propose a meeting among representatives of Animal Planet, Simon &
Schuster and the Office of the First Lady to discuss a potential, mutually beneficial,
collaboration. Being right in here in Bethesda, we are available for a meeting at almost any time.
I'd love the chance to tell you more about Animal Planet and begin discussions about what |
think can be an exciting project!

Look forward to hearing from you!

Sincerely,

Roodlfid o

David E. Gerber
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June 18, 1998

VIA FACSIMILE AND MESSENGER

Ms. Bobbie Green

The White House

Office of the First Lady
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Ms. Green;

Thanks for taking the time on the phone, last week, to discuss my interest in exploring the
possibility of Animal Planet producing a television special involving "Socks" and “Buddy". When
| became aware of the book project using letters from kids to the White House pets, with which
Mrs. Clinton is involved, | immediately started thinking about a companion television special that
might very well serve the interests of the White House, Simon & Schuster, our family oriented
cable network, and--most importantly--the viewing public.

The Potentlal Project

| understand the book is just beginning production and is expected to be released in time for
Christmas 1998. Should you be interested, we would have no problem producing a special that
could be scheduled to coincide with the release of the book. Keeping in mind that | do not know
much about the content of the book, I'm imagining a program that would include letters from
kids to "Buddy" and "Socks"--read by the kid's themselves. Questions posed about the First
Pets could be answered during the course of the program. Viewers would be fascinated to
learn more about the First Pets and what life is like for an animal living at the White House.
Perhaps a select group of letter writers could meet the pets at the White House, along with the
people who help care for them, and maybe even have a chance to meet The President and First
Lady. There are a lot of possibilities we can discuss. And, incidentally, Animal Planet could
help solicit letters (for use in the book and the program) by way of on-airs spots and our popular
web site, along with the many other ways we could help increase awareness of the project.

Who Am 1?
A few notes about my own credentials. Included among more than 20 years of producing

credits is my extensive experience with productions involving The White House, The best

A Network of Discovery Communicctions, Inc.
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people to ask about my successful track record would be Chief Usher--Gary Walters, Curator--
Betty Monkman, Retired Curator--Rex Scouten or Neal Horstman of the White House Historical
Association. | have worked with both President and Mrs, Clinton, They appeared in "WITHIN
THESE WALLS: A Visit to the White House", the official history and tour that | produced for the
WHHA while | was on staff at public television's WQED in Pittsburgh (right down the hall from
Mister Rogers). | also directed President Clinton's live, nationally televised Town Meeting in
Pittsburgh during his first campaign. More recently, | coproduced "UPON THESE GROUNDS:
Exploring the White House Gardens", a companion to the earlier film, both of which play
continuously at the White House Visitors’ Center. | also worked with President and Mrs, Bush,
on an earlier version of "WITHIN THESE WALLS", which is among the artifacts placed in a time
capsule next to the South Portico in commemoration of the 200th Anniversary of The White
House. And, | directed a program on teenage drug abuse, "THE CHEMICAL PEOPLE", hosted
by Mrs. Reagan. In the summer of 1996 | joined Discovery Networks to head up production for
Animal Planet,

What is Animal Planet?

As a 24 hour family entertainment and information network, Animal Planet offers a wide
assortment of programming that explores the world of animals -- wild and domestic -- and our
relationship with them. We feature documentaries, real world adventure, kids shows, comedy,
drama and game shows. Our target audience is 18-48 year old adults with children 2-11. From
"“THE NEW ADVENTURES OF LASSIE" (drama) to the "ENDANGERED SPECIES
PROTECTION UNIT" (documentary), from "ZOOVENTURE" (game show) to "EMERGENCY
VETS" (reality). All of our programs deliver the level of quality viewers have come to expect
from the creators of Discovery Channel and The Learning Channe|.

In just over a year, Animal Planet became televigion's fastest growing cable netwark, surpassing
40 million homes last month. And we're still growing!

oxt Steps

| completely understand the complications involved in producing television at the White House
and with The President and First Lady, having been through it several times. Advance planning
is key. So, in order to prepare for any upcoming opportunities, | hope we can discuss this
matter soon. | would propose a meeting among representatives of Animal Planet, Simon &
Schuster and the Office of the First Lady to discuss a potential, mutually beneficial,
collaboration. Being right in here in Bethesda, we are available for a meeting at almost any time.
I'd love the chance to tell you more about Animal Planet and begin discussions about what |
think can be an exciting projectl

Look forward to hearing from yout!

Sincerely,

fodd s

David E. Gerber
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Executive Editor
Trade Paperbacks
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Simon & Schuster Consumer Group
1230 Avenue of the Americas

New York, NY 10020

212-698-7315 ® Fax: 212-698-7687
Email: sydny__miner@prenhall.com
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E-mail: svd ny_miner@prenhall.com

June 25, 1998

Ms. Bobbie Greene

Office of the First Lady

Old Executive Oftice Building
Room 100

Washington D.C. 20500

Dear Bobbie:

Sydny Weinberg Miner
ixecutive Editor
Trade Paperbacks

As discussed, I’ve enclosed a complete set of color Xeroxes of the Socks and Buddy
photos that we have so far, as well as a set of letters and drawings I've received from
Linda. Please call me. I'm sending the same material to Linda.

Let me know if you need anything else. I'm out of the office until Monday, but you

know where to reach me.

Best.

Sydny W. Miner (dictated but not signed)

SWM/am

cnc.



WHERE THERE'S THE
10 WEB, THERE'S A WAY

en a |-1/2-year-old collie/mala-

mute mix named Nadas was sen-

tenced to death for allegedly chas-

ing a horse in September 1996,

there was a collective cry of outrage with-
in the animal welfare community. How
could they

fight the law
— Oregon’s
State Statute

609.155,

which man-

dates a death

sentence for

canines who
chase live-
stock?  One
_ individual will-
ing to engage

himself in the bat-

was Oregon animal
activist-Bob Schlesinger.
By posting, and then
continually updating,
Nadas’ story on Ark
Online, his magazine-
format web site dedicat-
=ed to animal issues, Schlesinger reached
thousands of compassionate citizens who
wrote, faxed and called in their concerns to
government officials. “At the height of the
story, as many as 2,600 people per day
were visiting the site,” he reports. All this
caught the attention of California-based
Last Chance for Animals, which helped
land spots on TV’s “Hard Copy.” By Feb-
ruary of this year, public pressure was so
great that at the last moment, Jackson
County officials amended the law — and
Nadas was spared! :
But Ark Online’s editor and publisher
hasn’t begun to fight — or write. “Other
Oregon Dogs on Death Row Desperately
Need Your Help!” begins one of the arti-
cles that are currently highlighted at
http://www.arkonline.com. “It isn’t over
yet,” says Schlesinger.

Courtesy of Best Friends Aminal Sanctua

tle to save Nadas

Zutmer 18

TAKE A HIKE!

magine setting off with your back-
packin’ pooch for the hiking trail —
and the first thing you see is the “No
Dogs Allowed!” sign.

“Unfortunately, this happens fre-
quently,” says Colorado enviro-activist
Kent Dannen, who has championed the
cause of responsible dog-owning hikers
who claim the same right to enjoy the
National Park system trails as non-dog
owners. To combat what seemed like
growing anti-dog sentiment, the take-
charge trailblazer weni proactive, work-

ing with the U.S. Forest Service and the -

American Dog Owners Association

(ADOA) to develop a set of pocketcards
designed to help educate dog owners
about the rules of the trail.

“Above all, obey leash regulations —
and urge other hikers to do the same!”
states Dannen, who hikes regularly with
one or more Samoyed pals.

{To receive a copy of Danuen’s iips
on trail etiquette, call ADOA at (518)
477-8469.)

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS

en it comes to pet overpopula-

tion, President Clinton has done -

his part to nip the problem in the
bud — or, to be more precise, in
the Bud-dy. In early March, White House
doctor Connie Mariano announced in a
letter to the Doris Day Animal League
(DDAL) that the First Family was plan-
ning to have the First Dog neutered.
When DDAL heard that a young
chocolate Labrador named Buddy had
moved into the White House in late
1997 to serve as the President’s pooch,
the group’s founder, actress/animal
advocate Doris Day, wrote a letter
to Clinton asking him to set an
example for other pet owners
by neutering Buddy; other
concerned individuals and
animal welfare  groups,
including The ASPCA, fol-
lowed suit. It is not clear
whether public pressure
influenced the President,
but in a White House
briefing on April 24,
spokesperson
Michael McCurry
noted that the Presi-

dent, “believing it the responsible thing to
do,” had arranged to have Buddy neutered
the previous weekend. This is one presiden-
tial policy we are glad remained intact!
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The Socks Coverup (humor) http://www.accessone.com/~rivero/POLITICS/SOCKS/socks.html
. il

The Socks Coverup (humor)
Evidence Of A Coverup involving SOCKS THE FIRST CAT!!

Last update Thu Feb 26 06:00:09 PDT 1997

"

Use AltaVista Translation service to see this page in other languages.

Employez le service de traduction d'AltaVista pour voir cette page dans d'autres langages.
Verwenden Se taVista-Umsetzungsservice, um diese Seite in anderen Sprachen zu sehen
Usare il servizio di traduzione del AltaVista per vedere questa pagina in altre lingue
Use o servigo de tradugco de AltaVista ver esta pagina em outras Imnguas
Utilice el servicio de traduccisn de AltaVista para ver esta paginacisn en otros lenguajes

Translate to:

Whisk Aw

In preparing one of the more serious political pages, I decided to illustrate the page with a photograph of
Bill Clinton, and thought that the following photo, released by the White House to be appropriate. The
photo was acquired at

.gif in mid-September.
Note the word "raw" in the HTML address! (Also note that there is no direct return to this page from the
White House)

It bothered me how dark and gloomy this photograph was. I didn't feel that keeping it dark and sinister
was needed, and that type of cheap visual trick went out with Sergei Eisenstein and "The Battleship
Potemkin". So I decided to enhance the image, brighten it a bit and sharpen it. This yielded...

1of2 06/05/98 13:42:17



The Socks Coverup (humor) http://www .accessone.com/~rivero/POLITICS/SOCKS/socks.html|

It's brighter and sharper, centered about where the dynamic range ought to be, and I puzzled why the
original was so dark, given the subject matter.

Then I noticed the odd block on Sock's neck! I pushed the gamma way up, and lo and behold..........

lick for full size picture (145K

There it is, evidence of a coverup! Socks was being held in place by a leash and collar which has been
removed from this photograph using a digital paintbox and very amateurish technique. Block fills? |
mean come ON already! Whomever did this work, don't even BOTHER sending me a resume!

I'm forwarding this new evidence of a coverup involving the first cat to Kenneth Starr, along with
questions regarding the possible movement of large amounts of catnip through the White House

NEW! This page has been reported in the New York Times website!

Other sites.

B ist’
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k To The Political Page.
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Bernard's letter from "Socks the Cat" http://bernard.g7.org/socks

Socks the Cat wrote me a letter!

Recently, while tooling around, I came to learn that Socks the Cat has his/her own web pages, and
furthermore, that those web pages were being censored by various kiddie net screens, because they
featured the word "couples".

Bad Socks the Cat, bad bad Socks the Cat.

Anyway, [ figured that | could waste some more time, by checking out Sock's entire web site, which
includes a tour of the White House, and stories about the other pets of the past Presidents of The United
States of America. So, | wasted some time, and then found to my joy and delight that Socks had an email
address, and invited responses.

Well, I wasted no time at all (actually, that's a lie, I wasted heaps of time, but anyway), in sending Socks
the Cat some ingratiating email, saying what a clever cat it must be, and that I would really like an
autographed photo.

I was quickly rewarded by an automated reply:

Date: Tue, 5 Mar 1996 21:11:33 -0500 (EST)

From: autoresponder@wWhiteHouse.gov

Message-Id: <199603060211.VAA01919@WhiteHouse.gov>
Subject: Re: Inbound-White House WWW_MAIL => SOCKS
To: B.Gardner@eng.usyd.edu.au

Subject: Reply from Socks

ANEVA
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Thank you for writing to express your thoughts and comments
about Socks' tour of the White House.

All of us at the White House are very excited about the

progress that has been made with this historic project. We hope
you will explore the World Wide Web at your home or school and
that you will learn many fascinating facts that you can share with
your friends and families. Your continued interest and
participation are very important to us.

Si.:oeiely,
Debra S. Wood

Director of Presidential
Student Correspondence

Boy! was I excited or what?

Well, anyway, life went on, and I had forgotten all about my letter to Socks, when out of the blue I
found the following in my letterbox late one night:

1of2 06/05/98 13:43:00



Bernard's letter from "Socks the Cat” http://bernard.g7.org/socks
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Of course, I was excited as hell, but [ was still carefull to preserve the contents, knowing that whatever it
was, it was destined to become a family heirloom. The contents was the following beautiful picture, and
as you can see, it's been "hand" signed by Socks!

Pooarh vy o o x‘ifm.‘-‘a

Forored o

"

:; "~ Forget about the undies! I've got Socks now! .
If you want to send email to Socks the Cat yourself, try socks@whitehouse.gov, but if that doesn't work,

I don't know any better address. Please, all you crazy psycho cat fans, I'm not your guru, and I don't
know anything about the conspiracy to replace the president with his daughter's cat! (Although reliable

BJG
Last updated: Mon Mar 17 19:26:09 EST 1997

20f2 - 06/05/98 13:43:03



Fur Flies at White House

13

http://204.202.137.113/sections/us/furfight0106/index.html

Skirmish Ignites on the White
House Lawn

Fur Flies in
Nation’s
Capital

Buddy attacks Socks.
926K (avi)

938k (mov)
RealVideo

(download RealPlaver)

1 of2

P HOME

P WORLD

» BUSINESS
pSCI/TECH

> HEALTH & LIVING
P ESPN SPORTS

> MR.SHOWBIZ

P DISPATCHES

P> ABCNEWS SHOWS
> GALLERY

P WEATHER

P LOCAL

P SEARCH

President Clinton attempts to introduce Buddy, the new
first dog, to Socks, the reigning first cat, during a chance
meeting outside the Oval Office. Socks maintained his
ground until Clinton and Buddy left. (Greg Gibson/AP
Photo)

Clinton Names
Dog Buddy
To Reach the

hi
By Rebecca Howland
ABCNEWS.com

Jan. 6 — Two of America’s leading
figures spat and snarled at each
other on the steps of the White
House today in full view of the
nation’s press and President
Clinton.

In the end, fur was flying but,
fortunately, no harm was done in the
no-holds-barred exchange between
Buddy, the first dog, and Socks, the first
cat.

Socks, the animal veteran of the
Clinton administration, and the young
upstart chocolate Labrador who has
captured the hearts and minds of the
American public, came face-to-face in an
impromptu meeting emceed by President
Clinton—and only their leashes kept
them restrained.

As Clinton led Buddy past a tethered
Socks, the cat began hissing, spitting and
arching his back.

Clinton, perhaps with the practice of a
veteran of damage control, and a
photographer acted swiftly to contain the
situation, placating the posturing cat and
moving a barking Buddy out of the line

added

RIALL
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Fur Flies at White House

http://204.202.137.113/sections/us/furfight0106/index.html

of fire.

Making Progress?

In a town where most animal melees are
elephants versus mules, abating the
ferocious furry fury may be one of
Clinton’s greatest diplomatic challenges
in the year to come. Nonetheless, the
commander-in-chief is keeping a positive
spin on the incident and insists that the
two will learn to coexist.

“We’re making progress,” Clinton
said.

Still, Press Secretary Mike McCurry
acknowledged Clinton may have some
work ahead of him.

“The president has already indicated
that he is interested in mediating
household comity, and it clearly will
require further effort,” McCurry said. ®

The Associated Press contributed to this
report.

4

STARWAYE

Copyright 1998 ABC News and Starwave
Corporation. All rights reserved. This -EIE
matartal may not be published, broadcast,

rewritten. or redietributed in any form.

06/05/98 14:05:50






JUN-©02-98 13:57 FROM:SIMON & oSLHUSLIER Rt -—-——
L.

SIMON & SCHUSTEHR

Simon & Schuster Consumer Group Sydny Weinberg Miner
1230 Avenue of the Americas Executive Editor
New York, NY 10020 Trade Paperbacks

212-698-7315 * Fax: 212=698-7687
E-mail: sydny_mniner@prenhall.com

2 June 1998

Ms. Noa Meyer

Office of the First Lady
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500
BY FAX: 202/456-6244

Dear Noa,

1 thought it wouid be helpful for everyone to have an informal list of the points we’d like to cover at this
meeting.

During the first part of the meeting, which Capricia and Robert will attend we need to:

*Decide which events between now and the end of December need to be photographed. If we are going to
mclude a start-to-fmish photographic record of one special event, this sifould be pinned down as soon as
possible.

*Establish what aspects of the events should be photographed, ic. set up, behind the scenes saff, etc.
*Give Robert perimeters regarding protocol and what should and should not be photographed, and give
him a consistent contact/eseort.

*Show the contact sheets of the FAPE dinner.

For the portion of the meeting that concerns Dear Socks, Dear Buddy, Linda Kulman and Bob McNeely
will join us. At this time we should:

*Get a status report from Linda regarding the letters.

*Discuss the availability of photographs of Socks and Buddy. As of our last discussion, Jackie and I are
planning to visit the photo archive afier lunch. Since we are planning to include 75-100 photographs in the
book, we will need more from which to make our initial selection. If there is an imbalance in the number of
photographs between the First Pets, we will need to commission additional photographs.

*I hope to have a tentarive production schedule to share with everyone, based on the delivery of all the text
and photographs by 8/1/98. This would also be a good time to discusss approval procedures for the text and
photographs.

*Fmalize the title for the book.

*Schedule a photo session for Mrs. Clinton, Socks, and Buddy.

I hope this is helpful, and Jackie and [ look forward to seeing everyone tomorrow.
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002. fax Robert Barnett to Bobbie Greene (3 pages) 05/26/1998 Personal Misfile
COLLECTION:

Clinton Presidential Records
First Lady's Oftice
Shirley Sagawa

OA/Box Number: 16422

FOLDER TITLE:
Buddy and Socks - Bobbie Greene 3]

2013-0124-S
rc1095

RESTRICTION CODES

Presidential Records Act - |44 U.S.C. 2204(a)|

P1 National Security Classified Information [(a)(1) of the PRA|

P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA]|

P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA|

P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or
financial information |(a)(4) of the PRA|

PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President
and his advisors, or between such advisors |a)(5) of the PRA|

P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA]

(.. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed
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PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C.
2201(3).
RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.

Freedom of Information Act - [§ U.S.C. 552(b)|
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b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of
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MAY-22-98 ©09:47 FROM:SIMON & SCHUSTER ID:-2129127649 PAGE 171

Memorandum

DATE:  May 21, 1998

TO: Carolyn Reidy

FROM: Sydny Miner

RE: UNTITLED LETTERS TO SOCKS AND BUDDY,
Work plan
BOOK DESCRIPTION

Trim: 8 x 8 inches
Page count: 224 est.
4 color throughout

75-100 letters from children to the First Pets, possibly some of the responses. Introductory chapters and
some commentary by Mrs. Clinton. 50-60 photographs of Socks and Buddy and/or other relevant matters,
color and b/w, taken from the White House archives; if additional photographs (either of Socks and Buddy
or the Old Soldiers’ Home) are needed , White House photographer Barbara Kinney and/or other
photographers will provide them and be paid directly by S&S.

WORK PLAN

All materials—photographs, text, and permissions-- must be in hand at Simon & Schuster no later than 1
August 1998 for Fall 1999 publication.

Bobbie Green will be the White House liaison for this project, and will arrange for the letters, responses
and photographs to be available to the editor, Sydny Miner, and the writer/editor, Linda Kulman, as wel} as
scheduling time for Linda with Mrs. Clinton.

Sydny will select the photographs. She will set up an appointment with Bobbie Green to go through the
photo archive this month. We hope to find a photograph suitable for the cover in the archive; if we do not,
Barbara Kinney will shoot a porwait of Socks and Buddy.

Linda will select the letters for inclusion and work with Mrs. Clinton on the introductory material. She will
need access to the letters and responses, and to the Old Soldiers Home in early June; Linda will work with
Bobbie Green to schedule time with Mrs. Clinton. Reviewing and selecting the letters is the first priority as
Mrs. Clinton will bave to approve the selection of letters before we begin the permissions process. Bobbie
will be responsible for getting Mrs. Clinton’s approval of the Jetters (which would be presented to her in
small batches) in a timely fashion. We will need more letters than we plan to include in case we have
problems with permissions. Once the selection of letters is made, Linda will work with Mrs. Clinton on her
Text.

We need to decide on a title for the book. It would be wonderful if we could find a phrase from one of the
children’s letters, which also speaks to looking through the letters as quickly as possible. At this point,
we're referring to the book in house as DEAR SOCKS, DEAR BUDDY: Kids' Letters to the First Pets.
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OF CALL 1 Prevnod's edmons usable
" Kar O{ WS
D YOU WERE CALLED BY— YOU WERE VISITED BY -

122 35w

OF (Organization)

D PLEASE PHONE P D FTS D AUTOVON

D WILL CALL AGAIN D IS WAITING TO SEE YOU

[:l RETURNED YOUR CALL [:I WISHES AN APPOINTMENT
MESSAGE

RECEIVED BY /]A/S\”\ DA%E (L TIME[‘Y

50363-111 NSN 75‘0-0%-634-4018 OPTIONAL FORM 363 (Rev. 1-94)
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personal privacy |(b)(6) of the FOIA]|

b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes |[(b)(7) of the FOIA]

h(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA|

b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA|
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7319 Georgia Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20012
Telephone 202-723-5730
Fax 202-723-5618

The Washington Humane Society
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“I Found A Stray...What Do I Do?”

By Mary C. Healey

here’s a skinny, scruffy-looking ter-

rier hanging around the restaurant
dumpster. His collar is a faded red cot-
ton, possibly with tags. He looks at you.
You look at him. Do you hang your
head and walk to your car, feeling sad
that there are so many strays in the
world? Do you get some scraps and try
to lure the dog to you? Do you call the
nearest animal shelter and wait for
someone to show up?

For many caring folks, finding a stray
can be a trying experience. No one real-
ly looks forward to dealing with a
bedraggled, unfamiliar waif. Concerns
for your safety (or the condition of your
car’s interior) are pitted against the nag-
ging certainty that you may be this ani-
mal’s only chance. If you don’t help,
who will?

When it happens on the way to a
meeting, concert, or wedding, the per-
son who gets involved is hoisted (in my
book) to near-sainthood. I remember a
man who showed up at the shelter on a
miserable morning of torrential rain.
Dressed to the nines, with a dirty,
stinky dog at the end of his belt-now-
leash, he had obviously been on his way
to some very important job. But he
couldn'’t pass the dog by.

We get many calls from people who
don'’t get involved directly, but simply
want to report the fact that a stray is in
the area. Often, the stray is perceived as
a threat; however, a good number of
callers are genuinely concerned about
the animal. They just aren’t sure how to
help.

SHELTER OR STREET?

If there’s one universal truth in the ani-
mal shelter world, it's this: lots of peo-
ple are uncomfortable with the idea of
sending an animal to a shelter. We con-
tinue to hear things like, “Well, at least
on the street he has a chance...don’t you
people just kill them?”

While not all shelters conform to the
same high standards, most modern
facilities (incuding ours) are vastly
advanced over the “dog pounds” of fifty
years ago.

So, let’s set the record straight: At
WHS shelters, strays are held a mini-
mum of five days to give owners a
chance to claim them. Unclaimed ani-
mals can then be adopted, and we do
everything possible to make that hap-
pen. The only exception to this rule is
made for feral cats (who have no home
to return to), aggressive dogs including
pit bulls, and extremely sick or injured
animals without 1.D. tags and for whom
no lost report has been filed.

Is it better to let strays “take their
chances on the street?” Sure ... if that
street is miraculously devoid of traffic,
rotting garbage, poison, broken glass,
sadistic people, and there are animal rest
stops with food, water, shelter and med-
ical care at various points along the way.

Getting a stray off the street means
the animal has a chance to return to his
home or be adopted into a new one. It’s
his only real chance.

TO CATCH A STRAY
Our veteran Officer Littlejohn knows a
thing or two about this. She can win

(continued on page 2)

The dog tells her off! She gets low to the
ground and speaks softly to him.

She offers him treats (balled-up wads of
semi-moist cat food are easy to roll to the
stray). While he eats, she loops her leash
through its handle into a “noose.”

He's eating out of her hand. At the right
moment, she might pet him, then the
“noose” can be slipped over his head. If he
panics, she’ll keep talking to him until he
calms down and can be walked or carried.
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