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1612 Queen Elizabeth Islands

P.2

N

* become the hame of almost half 3 million piirs of

nesting seabirds, . . .
The old Halda village of Ninisdnts, on Skungwai

1, has been made 3 UNTTED NATIONS WORLD HERITAGE

$ITE, Its specracular torem poles are now being
protecied from the clements as part of a collection
of world ueasures. All thesc narural fratures ste
‘attracting tourists in swelling numbers, Natkoon
Provincial Park, with its vast beaches and bogs,
artracts hikers. The'S Morcsby-aren, with its out-

" standing totem poles, marine life, hos springs,

forests and mountain scenery, is unrivalled in
Canads as 3 place to explore by water.
Bristor Foster

Quecri Elizabeth Islands, NWf, group of {s-

lands in the Canadian ascric ARCHPELAGO lylng N
of 4 great bathomerric lrench composed of (E to

- W) LANcasTER 5D, Barrow Str, Viscount Melville

$d and M'Clure Str. The islands form a triangle at.

- the northern dp of Canada, with pLLESMERE1 2L the

apex and DEVON, CORNWALLIS, BATHURST, MELVILE
and PRONGEPATRICK across the base. The islands are

" further grouped as the Parry Islands (Prince Pat-
rck, Melville, MAckeNzie KNG, Borden, Bathufst -

and Lougheed) and the Sverdrup Islands (eLtep
RINGNES, AMUND RINGNES, AXEL HEIBERG, CORNWALL
and Mcighen). The total agea of land in the group
(about 425 000 kmn?) is roughly equivalcnt to one
of the Prairie provinces. About one-fifth of the
land is covered with land i1cg, with the largest
mass on Ellesmiere and concentrations op Devon
and Axel Heiberg. lcc caps and glaciers cover a
greater arca than elscwhere in the North, owing
to the ¢ooler, shorter summers and the wide-
spread uplands. - :

" The islands consist of Carnbrian to Upper Devo-
nian rocks formed during the latc Silurian period
-(sé¢ GEORoGICAL HISTORY) and again in the latc De-
vonian. As a result of intense folding and crosion
the islands are characterized by folding moun-
tains. In the eastérn iglands (Ellesmere, Axel
Heiberg and Devon) remnants ‘of the folds/rise
over 2000 m — the highcst point In eastern N
America lies in nonthern Ellesmere, Elsewherc
the land is Jowet, much of it formed of horizontal-

. lyembedded sediments, of peneplains, Spectacu:
lar cliffs rise above Lancaster Sd on Devon I,

Melville Iis largely formed of an erosion platform
of folded rocks. although the Raglan Range in the

- NW apptoaches 915 m. The Islands along the NW

margin generally lie below the 150 m comour.
The occupation of the Queen Elizabeth 15 by the

inuit is {airly recent. Their European discovery

may be attribured to William sarfn (1616). How.

> gver, they were not ftediscovered until 1818,
when John Ross confirmed their exsience. In .

§819 Pamry sailed 1o Melville I, naming Devon,
Cormnwallis; Bathirst and Byam Manin, The ex-

. ploration of the islands at the turn of the century

in cffect compicted the gesgraphical discovery of

N america. From 1898 to 1902 3 Norweglan ex- .
pedition led by Ouwo sverbRup ¢lurveyed the N -

coastof Devon, $ and W ¢oasts of Ellesmere, Axel.

Heiberg; King Christlan and the Ringnes islands. .

In 1916-17 Vilhjalmut staraNssoN found.Brock.
‘Borden and Meighen islands, The {siands remain
remote and, excepr for weather and rescarch sia-
tions, uninhabited, It {s known rhat there is oil”
and gas in the area, primarily in the Sverdrup
Basin. Theislands were named 10 1953 {or Queen
Elizabeth 10, o '
Reading: M. Zaslow, ¢d, A Ceitury of Canada’t Antic
Lilands (1981). : '

.Queen’ Elizabeth Way, connecting Tofonto

“with Niagara Falls and Fort Erie, Ont, was Cana-
da‘sirst 4-lane, controlled-access superhighway.
Using the latest concepts in streamlined design,

the highway was built to overcome local traffic -

JAMES MARSH

botilénecks and o open the province to US mo-
torists entering Ya the Peace'Bridge a1 Fort Erde.
Construction began-in the carly 1930s on the
Toronto-Burlington sécton, first called the Mid-

. dle Road. The highway was offidally openied by

Queen Elizabeth, queen consoit of King George

_ VL at St Catharines, 7 Junc 1935. Four lanes of

pavemerit were completed 1o Fon Eric in 1956,
. ROEERT M, STAMP

Quéen’s Counsel (QC), ttle conferred on
lawyers by the crown; also King’s Council (KQ)
when the sovereign is a king. Originally awarded,
(o thosc considercd wonhy to argue cascs for the
Crown, in many provinces it hag Jost i1¢ distine-
tion, being awarded to most practidoners of gen-

“erally 10 years or more standing who copform

politically to the government in office. The dtle
ean be conferred by cither the provinces or the
federal government. Dudes no longer attach 10
the rank, which entitles holders to serdority with-
in the profession and 1w wear 3 stk BARRISTER
gown, - K.G. McSRaNE

Queen’s Plate, a stakes race for thoroughbred

' horses. was first run at the Carleton Race Track,

Toronro, on 27 June 1860, It reccived royal assent
by Queen Viciorialn 1859.In 1918 and 1919, to
retain its parperuity during Wwi, the $9th and
&0th runnings were staged as fearures of a Red:
Cross Horse Show in Toronte, the only racing
held those 2 years, Thus, it is the oldest uninscr- -
rupted stakes race on the continent. (The Kene
tucky Derby’s inaugural was held in 1875.)
Poliddans lobbied to hold the race in thelr con-

stituendes in the early years. It was raced in On-
tario at Toronto, Guelph, $t Catharines, Whitby;.
Kingston. Barric, Woodstock, Picton, Lendon,
Hamilton and Otawa befoze it sctiled perma-
nendy, with the Quecen'’s approval, in Toronto in |
1883, In fts early years the race’s atmosphere res
sembled that of a counuy-falr meet, Two or 3
heats, or mials, were run to select a winner. k was
claimed that the race auracted a “rowdy” aowd,
and there were charges of fixed races. ‘

- -The race was called the Queen’s Plate until
1902, the year aher Victoria’s dearh, when it be.
came¢ the King's Flate (after Edward VII). It rc-
verted to the former name upon the ascension of-
Elizabeth 11 in 1952, George VI (with his queen
_consort Elizabeth) was the first reigning monarch
to arend the race, at Woodbinc raceuack, Toron-
10, in 1939, Elizabeth O and Prince Philip attend-

" ed the 100th running in 1959, The race was con-

fined to Ontario-bred horses until 1944, when it

Queen Mother congratulating jocke‘y 'Go;;-ldn Moscs at
the 1981 running of the Queen's Plate (photo wurtety
Michael Burns Photegraphy Lid), ) B

" lectlons of Canadian historica;

f * stope buildings to provide a di
* “Cha Gheill” (a Gaelic betile

| . swand” in 1841. On O 16 of

~—

* was opened ta 3-year-olds foaled

race’s distance varied from 3 mjje
miles unidd 1957, when jt was fize
3 quaner. At thal distance, the race

- se1 in 1960 by E.P. Tavior's Vic

renowncd NORTHERN DaNcEp, 3 Kq
and Prcakriess 'winner, and the v
sire in 1982, won in 2:02:1 in 19¢

- Plate winners eamn a gift of 50 B
monarch. But the lirle purple by
tains not guineas byl soycreigy
guineas was discontinued by Gec
forebear, George I, instltuied the
guiness for thoroughbred race wi
tion that remains today, -

Queen’s Quarterly, d 1893 ;
latgely on the iniGative of Que
G.M. GranT, {5 the oldest of Cane
journals, Arfirst. contributors wer,
ly from the Queen’s faculry. but in
open to nationaland evenintemat
tors, It also began o publish ficjor
the 19303 the stories of E.P. arave
pages. and the Quarterly launched
awriter. Its real flowering began iy
ing the brief editorship of Malcolr
tively sought to bring the Qudne
with the current growth in Car
Sincc that time the work of mariy «
writers has appeared ints pages, i
Hction weiters Rudy wiEdE, Sheil:
xpisEWLA, Hugh HooD and John'mi
of poets Margaret ATwooy, rving
DY, George BOWERING, John cias
AJM, sMId and Tom wavman, T
continued to publish scholarly ¢
disciplines and has maintained &
tion of baok reviews, LG

Queen’s University, Kingst
founded 1841. Queen’stoday is 2
tlonal and cocducational univers;
“from all pants of Canada, the U8
cr countrics. Nine our of 10 Quee
away from home; thus, mosn “¥
hours a day. This commitment
uibutes to the strong loyalty of gr
dents — Lhe famsus Queen's spir
. Queen’s has 13 faculdes and
2gc from e original Faculty of .
_(cst 1842) to the School of Ind
{1983). The affiliated Queen's
lege preparcs students far the ux:
istry- Queen’s is also a majo re:
in almost every aspect of healt!
neering, basic sclenees, humanic
enccs, ¥ has centres and insg
transportation, resougce develo
governynental relaons. [tis the
crnment- and industry-suppon
croelectronics Corporation. Fac
include one of Canada’s §ne.
. branies. Queen’s Archives housc
notablc and widely, used nong,

country, .
Queen's rools fun decp inthe

Canada. It 15 located in one of

cties. and modem buildings blt

the school song), freshmen tam
a small theolegical college are
"' rerminders of Queen’s Collcge,
pRESBrTERIAN Church of Cane
with the Church of Seotland ¢

veccived a toyal ¢harter from €
whorm the ncw college was nar
on 7 Mar 1842n a rented buil
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- Lissa-

I didn’t-have a lot of information on the "success stories" you

were looking for. The 1nformatlon I derived from the materials I

- got from Nlcole is summarized below Let me know where else I can
look.

SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS:

In recent decades, the health and llv1ng conditions of Latin
‘American and Caribbean populations have improved significantly’
(based on maternal and ‘infant mortallty rates.and life expectancy
rates) . ’ o

H0wever, this. is only one- half of the story Much of what we‘.

see in the rest of the hemisphere, . in terms of the problems they
face, 1s oddly famlllar to the United States : .

Problems shared in common:

e Improvements in the standard of . llVlng in Latin Amerlca have
' benefitted social groups unequally.: In the early”90s
poverty and indigence grew worse all over the region,.
unemployment rose,. and income became more'unevenly ° .

- distributed. The gap betweén the hlghest and lowest 1ncome,

‘groups grew .in terms of health- and educatlon opportunltles

o Concernlng children S oo _
-- alarmlng rates of domestic violence and abuse
-- rise in teenage sexual activity - '
f—,lncreased use of drugs, alcohol, tobacco

-- rise in violence and crime among the young.
Success stories:

® Immunizations.

. Latin Amerlca has- had great success with immunizating 1ts
children. If current trends continue until the year 2000,
diseases that only a generation, ago were leadlng causes of
i1l health, disability, and death in childhood w1ll have
been ellmlnated by ‘the turn of the century '

L 2 "Safe and ample drlnklng water.
Universal access to an adequate supply of safe drlnklng
water is ‘a serious. problem in Latin Amerlca Incorporatlng
‘communlty partlcwpatlon, cost -sharing, and cost recovery,
the Honduras government, with the help of UNICEF, will
achieve the goal of universal access to clean water and
'fproper sanltatlon by the end of the century (see attached)

_P01nts HRC can make since she’s speaking to women : :

@ . .Paul Kennedy says we need to redefine what constitutes as.a
' threat to national and’ international security. There exists
. vast non-military threats to the safety and well,belng‘of'

A




the people on.this planet which desérve attention [paraphrase][’

- Women understand thlS and have naturally dealt within thlS
. realm for centurles

-

e  Health and educatlon is the fundamental ba51s for personal’
o and. collective well- being in any society. Without. good

‘ health and proper educatlon for all the people of a given.
country, that country is. 1mpeded from developlng, from

advan01ng , -~




he cmes of the developing world

are growrng three times. as fast as

rural areas. Within 15 years, rhalf the

- developing world's popu|at|on will be

" urban. Cities will have to double the

. capacrty -of basic services like water

and sanitation srmply to’ mamtam the
status quo. ‘

. Tegucigalpa, the capital of Hon-

-duras, offers'an example of both the’
problem and a promlsmg solution. In
20 years, its population has trebled to
750,000 as migrants from the country:
side have come'in search of jobs. Two

thirds of them live in the shanty towns,

known as barrios marginales.
Most barrio dwellers buy water for

E washing and. drinking from private’ .

\\iendors The water is often unsafe,
- and they pay ten times as much’per
" gallon -as residents who are con-
nected to the public water system.

. Lack of‘adeq‘u‘ate water and safe sani- -

- tation means frequent illness and poor -
growth one .in ten children dres
before reachrng the age of five = a
thrrd “of the deaths belng from drar-
rhoeal disease. . '
* In 1987, the Honduran ‘national
LY
‘water and sanitation - agency, with
*UNICEF support, Iaunched an innova-
tive programme using mdependent
wells, communal tanks, and trucks to
provide . water in poor neighbour-
_hoods. Within five years, more than
50,000 people -in. 26 barrios were -
. getting water from safe, reliable and
permanent sources, cutting annual

household water expenditure -from

v

40% of income toonly 4%. . = -
~The carnerstone of the Honduras
'strategy. is the community _water

board elected by each barrio. Boards

recruit volunteer labour, manage and
maintain the water system, send.bills
to users and, ultimately, repay the
investment made - by UNICEF and the -
. Government. In a paralIeI ‘UNICEF pro:
_ject, many families showed willing-
‘ness to pay for decent sanrtatlon by
taking out — and repayrng —loans to
burld sanrtary umts

By means of such strategies -
“including  community_partici 1
¢0st sharing, and cost. recove

Versal access o clean water and san-

“ {fation can be achieve end of
e century. The cost of.drilling wells’

 grd st ing pumps is no longer pro-
hibitive. A decade ago it cost $8,500 to

. sink a handpump equnpped borehole
in the:Sudan. Today, that costis down .
to $2,800. ’
" Butitis equally obvious that the
goal of unlversal access will not be
achreved by current. strategies.

Of the ‘estimated- $10 billion a year |
spent by governments and ‘aid-giving .-
countnes on water supply, onIy about
$2 billion is, helping to’ finance
schemes like the.one. in Honduras
which provide a low-cost service
. based.on handpump- equrpped bore-"
“holes ‘and street or yard water-stand-

- pipes serving pnmanly the ‘poor. The
other .38 billion is allocated to rela-
tively high-cost systems — water treat- -
ment plants, - pumping  stations,
individual household water supply, |
and highly mechanized sewage'sys-
tems — serving mostly the better-off,
_communities. -Most. governments are
also’ subsidizing the' operation and
malntenance costs by- as much as
70%. ‘ S

Approxrmately 1 2 brlhon people in
the developlng world are today denied
- access to;a bare. mmrmum of safe,
" drinking water On present patterns of
progress, an estrmated 770 mrlhon
_people will still be ‘without safe water
‘by the end of the -century, and the
number of people without adequate
sanitation will have increased- to
approximately 1.9 billion. . ’

. The message of the last decade
.could not be clearer The year 2000 .

" _goal of makrng safe water and sanrta-

tion available to all.can be achieved -
but only by restructurlng government
expendltures ‘and international ard in
favour of low-cost community-based -
" strategies-for the poorest. '
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Less Sex or More Contraceptlon?

) lt is encouragmg that a_c_ggrgmg to th\e Nation- -
" .al Center for Health-Statisfics, the rate of births to
- girls. aged’ls to 17 has declmed by twd percentage

points, the first ?’rop‘sin’c‘e“lSBB"Buﬁt is not "yet
cause for celebration, not when the pregnancy rate

. among American teen-agers remains the highest of
-~ the world’s industrialized countTies. S

' . ATtRGUER™T the Family Research ouncxl a con-
servative - -organization, attrib

§ ‘the_drop to
rowing movement tow

of contracepuves in response to the AIDS epldemlc
"They. note that the-proportion of teen-agers who

. ~report having “had sexual intercourse is still in-
creasmg. hardly ev1dence of abstmence At least 5.

. Rebu ldlng C1ty Schools Lo
- 'I‘he system of repalrmg New York City schools :
is badly mismanaged and. madequate to the task. -

. -That is the overwhelmmg conclusion of a special
* - commission appointed by Schools Chancellor Ra-

mon Cortiries to recommend ways' to overhaul the

* Board of Education’s maintenance operation. The
_ two most important needs are more innovation and -
) more money. The prospects for- significant amounts
-.of new money are poor. But better management .
. would.make a stronger case for cost-effective . new

funding. As the commission points out, deferring .

. 'maintenance now means more ‘taxpayer ¢ dollars fo. :

capital improvements lateron. ~ - -
The first:order of business is to shake up the

‘board’s Division of School Facilities, which, togeth-

maintaining and Jrepairing the! city’s more than

1,000 school bulldmgs The division calculates that -
o only 29 of the buildings are problem-free, with an .

estimated backlog of mamtenance requests that

~. will cost $227 million. = - -

In June Chancellor Cortines proposed stream-

- lmmg the division, cutting about 300 technical and -
,admmlstrauve posmons He also proposed to make
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; e . .
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stinence among high
€rs. credit a. more faithful use.

percent of Amerncan girls : and 73 percent of Amen-'

“can boys have had intercourse before their 18th
blrthday In 1990, the'overall rate for 15-to-l7-year-
olds was 41 percent.

inence and contraceptives. Some teen-agers

the so-called *virgin movement" nor any amount of

\ ' * ‘Whatever the reason for the declme in ‘pregnan-
- |cies, youngsters need to be counseled about both
Abs

W 'respond to the first message;” others to the '
second Above all, teen-agers.should be given good' _
reasons.(o delay parenthood Neither appealsto join .

.free condoms — useful in preventing pregnancies, ' .
. AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases —.
will deter sexual fecklessness if adolescems cannot .

see a rauonale tor responsrbrhty

|t more responsrve by shlftmg some decnsron-mak-'- '

. ing to the borough level. The commission ‘would g0
" even further It would not only decentralize but
privatize some reparr operations. Local boards

. would be given more authority to solve their own
needs At the same time, the divrslon would help set

.
~

overall standards while 1mprovmg lts own capaclty\

to momtor the work.

" The intended result is more flexrble mamte{' o

"*‘nance arrangements. Selected local boards would,
for example, be allowed to hire management com-'

‘panies that handle. commercial properties to do

maintenance and repairs. Custodians in .those dis--

tricts would step aside'and fill vacancies elsewhere. .
D:stncts would have to earn the right-to participate ~
er with’ school custodians, has responsibility. for in this experiment by having a record free of fiscal

_improprieties or a history of patronage.

More flexible arrangements are essential. But ‘

ultrmately, ‘what is most essential is money. The

* commission notes that the system does not spend
.. enough now on cleanmg and marmenance If the

_ Board. of Education proves that it' can be more
efficient, then the city and state should help find -
funds to keep schools from crumblmg o

.
'
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Welcome to all of my colleagues and friends from across the
Americas, and to all of our distinguished guests.

It is an honor and privilege for me to host this wonderful
symposium here in Miami. Let me begin by expressing my gratitude
to the First Ladies of Latin America and the Caribbean for your
help and guidance in preparing for this session. Your
extraordinary efforts in previous First Ladies’ meetings in-
Colombia, Costa Rica, and most recently in St. Lucia, have
provided a foundation for all of our work -- today and into the
future. '

I hope that in the course of our gathering here, and in the
weeks and months ahead, we will learn much from each other and
find new inspiration to make children, families, and women a
priority across our hemisphere.

Today, we live in an age of great promise -- and great peril
~- for the 130 million children of the Americas. Great promise
because our children are our lifeline to prosperity and democracy
in the decades ahead. Great peril because, from the Queen
Elizabeth Islands [northernmost Canada] to Tierra del Fuego, our
children are shouldering burdens rarely encountered by older
generations.

Children suffering from hunger, poverty, homelessness,
inadequate health care, disease, illiteracy, violence, and abuse
are not confined to a single nation or a single continent. The
cries of desperate children are sadly heard in every nation
represented here. And it is the plight of those children that
brings us together today, not just as the spouses of heads of
state or as representatives of our governments, but as mothers,
sisters, daughters, grandmothers, aunts, neighbors and friends
who believe that every child in every country deserves a fair
chance in life.

The political leaders convening at this historic summit have
set forth an agenda to promote prosperity and democracy
throughout the hemisphere through trade initiatives, sustained
development, and more effective government.




Today, summit leaders are outlining goals to ensure the
economic, social and physical well-being of children:

The proposed Summit Plan of Action calls for universal
access to education so that all children, regardless of economic
or social status, racial or ethnic origin, or gender, will
receive the basic tools necessary to become full members of
society. The goal of requiring children to attend primary school
is also under discussion. If this goal is achieved, it will help
eradicate child labor and give children a greater hope of
acquiring the skills and knowledge needed to compete in a modern
global economy.

The proposed Summit Plan of Action calls for equitable
access to basic health services, which will be particularly
beneficial to children, who are most vulnerable to illnesses and
unhealthy living conditions.

Specific programs being recommended will address child,
infant, and maternal mortality rates, as well as increasing
immunization efforts to eradicate childhood diseases, such as
measles, that still afflict too many children. We need only look
to the disappearance of new polio cases in the Western hemisphere
to know the success of these immunization programs.

We all know that the role of caregiver is crucial to the
development of healthy and secure children. And we all know that
the primary caregivers in society most often are women. The
Summit proposal to strengthen the role of women will increase
opportunities for women to participate in all spheres of life --
political, social, and economic.

Empowering women with economic self-reliance, education, and
protection against violence is not only a valuable step forward
in itself. It’s an important step forward for children.’

While we recognize ‘that our political leaders are
responsible for devising policies and programs to meet these
important goals, we also know that, as First Ladies, we have a
significant role to play.

Just as advocacy organizations, social institutions, and
dedicated individuals are critical to our progress, we, too, can
help push the agenda forward in our respective countries.

When it comes to children’s issues, women have a special
calling. And that’s why we have a duty to raise our voices for
the voiceless -- our children, the youngest and most vulnerable
among us.

This week I’ve had particular reason to think about the
difference one woman alone can make in society, even against
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extraordinary odds. My friend, Elizabeth Glaeser, died last
weekend after losing a long battle with AIDS.

Elizabeth contracted HIV through a blood transfusion while
hemorraghing during the delivery of her first child, Ariel.
Unbeknownst to her, her daughter, and then a son born later, also
contracted the virus.

When Elizabeth learned that she and her children had been
infected with HIV, she dedicated herself to raising awareness
about AIDS. From a small office in Los Angeles, she created the
Pediatric AIDS Foundation, which has raised over $30 million
since its founding in 1988.

She often said she was motivated and strengthened by the
memory of her daughter, who died four years ago at the age of
seven. Her son, now 10, lives every day with HIV.

If Elizabeth could contribute so much on behalf of children,
I know we can too. Of course, we will not all be involved in the
same ways. Each of us must find a venue appropriate to our own
situation as First Lady or government representative. But
whatever role we choose represents a rare opportunity to make a
difference in the lives of tens of millions of children -- and in
the future of all of the Americas.

There is an urgency to our mission. More than half of our
population in this hemisphere is under age 23. Ushering children
into the world is, of course, the province of families. But
building safe and nurturing communities for them to grow up in .
. . making sure they have access to schools that teach them to

read and write . . . protecting them from avoidable diseases .
. training them for productive adulthoods. . . and honoring their
rights in the face of violence and abuse -- these are our

collective responsibility.

As the African [?] saying goes: "It takes a village to raise
a child." [Hillary: Melanne says you like a quote that goes
something like this....do you know who said it, or where I can
find the exact phrase?} .

To be sure, our challenges differ from country to country,
and our recipes for progress may require different ingredients.
The purpose of this gathering is not to prescribe one solution,
but to share ideas and opinions and learn from each other’s
experiences.

Hefe in the United States, for example, we are not doing
enough to ensure that women receive adequate pre- and post-natal
health care, particularly poor women and teenagers. In 1992, 22

percent of pregnant women in this country received no pre-natal
care.




As the rest of the world knows all too well, our nation is
struggling against an epidemic of gun violence that daily claims
the lives of children in our cities and towns. Today, gun
violence is the second leading cause of death for children in the
United States between the ages of 10 and 14 [ck?].

Combined with violence is an equally disturbing scourge of
narcotics use among our young people. [more on this?]

At the same time, we are making progress on behalf of some
of our children -- progress that is visible right here in Miami.
Just yesterday I had the opportunity to visit Drew Elementary
School and Jackson Memorial Hospital -~ two institutions that
have achieved remarkable successes in disadvantaged communities.

Drew is located in a predominantly African-American
neighborhood. Community leaders in Miami devised a cultural
exchange program in which students from Drew and a predominantly
Hispanic school called Seminole Elementary come together for a
variety of activities that promote tolerance and understanding.
To enhance communication across cultures, students at Drew take
Spanish from the second grade on.

Jackson Memorial Hospital, which is affiliated with the
University of Miami, has the difficult task of caring for some of
the poorest and neediest residents of this city. The newborn
intensive care unit that I visited yesterday serves the highest
risk population in Dade County -- but the hospital has achieved
the lowest infant mortality rates in the state.

The hospital also has devised innovative ways for serving
its community. A mobile van brings doctors and nurses to those
who might otherwise go without necessary treatment and care.

In every one of our nations, dedicated, energetic people are
working on the front lines to solve some of our most intractable
problems. The purpose of the summit, and of this gathering, is to
educate each other about our challenges and our successes -- and
to make our efforts more cooperative by sharing the knowledge and
experience each of us holds within us.

When we return to our capitals, I hope we will be guided not
only by documents, policy papers, and official pronouncements,
but also by the desire in our hearts to see that all children
have the gift of hope in their lives.

In the words of Gabriela Mistral, the great Chilean
educator, poet, and Nobel prize winner for literature: "Let me be
more maternal than a mother; able to love and defend with all of
‘a mother’s fervor the child that is not flesh of my flesh. Grant
that I may be successful in molding one of my pupils into a
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perfect poem, and let me leave within her deepest-felt melody
that she may sing for you when my lips shall sing no more."

Thank you for coming to Miami, and for joining together in
this important cause.

(Introduce UNICEF video]
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Welcome to all ‘of my colleagues and friends ‘from across the
Amerlcas, and to all of our d1st1ngu1shed guests. :

_ It is an honor and pr1v11ege for me to host this wonderful A
'sympos1um here in-Miami. Let me begin by expressing. my gratltude
to the First Ladies of Latln America, the Caribbean, and Canada
for your help and guldance in preparing for this session. Your
~extraordinary efforts in previous First Ladies’ meetings in
" Colombia, Costa Rica, and most recently in St. Lucia, have
‘provided a- foundatlon for all of our work - today and 1nto the
future. - , -

I hope that in the course of our gatherlng here, and in the
-weeks and months'ahead, we will learn much from each other and
find new inspiration to -adaress the needs of children, families,"
* and-women across .our hemlsphere. S B

A Today, we live in. an age'of great promise -- . and great peril
-- for the 130 million children of the. Americas. Great promise
because our children are our lifeline to prosperlty and democracy.
in the decades ahead. And we-all take pleasure in knowing that
~ there are millions- of happy, healthy chlldren across the- Amerlcas‘
'whose futures are fllled w1th hope. :

, But there are perlls too, because from the Queen Elizabeth
Islands to Tierra del Fuego, our children are shoulderlng burdens
rarely encountered by older generatlons. . .
Chlldren sufferlng from hunger, poverty, homelessness,

flnadequate ‘health care, disease, illiteracy, violence, and- abuse
are not confined to a single .nation or a 51ngle continent. The.

‘cries of desperate: chlldren are sadly,heard in. every nation

© represented here. And it is the plight of those children that

~ brings us ‘together today, not just as the spouses of heads of

state or as- representatlves of our governments, but as mothers,
51sters, daughters, grandmothers, aunts, neighbors and friends
who believe that every child 1n every country deserves a fair

',chance in llfe.

- . : . t

The polltlcal leaders convening at thls historic summlt have
"set forth an agenda to promote prosperlty and democracy
_throughout the hemisphere through trade initiatives, sustalnable
development, - and more effective government.
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. . Today, summlt leaders are- outllnlng goals to ensure the
_economic, - social. and . phy51cal well-being of ch11dren, wh1ch Dr.
Alleyne w1ll outllne later in greater deta11 X

The proposed Summlt Plan of Actlon calls for unlversal

.+ access to education so that all chlldren,_regardless of economic
- or soc1a1 status, racial or ethnic origin, or gender, will _
~ receive the basic tools necessary to become full members of -
society. The goal of requiring children to attend and complete
primary school is also under discussion. If this goal is.
»achieved, it will help eradicate child labor and glve ‘children a
greater hope of acgulrlng the . Skllls and knowledge needed in a
modern global economy. : ; - ~

Beyond the 1mportant issue of school attendance, the Summlt
initiative on education also addresses the nutrltlonal needs of
. children so they can learn more effectlvely

The proposed Summlt Plan of Action calls for equltable.
access to basic health services, which will be particularly-
‘beneficial to children, who are most vulnerable to 1llnesses and
unhealthy 11v1ng conditions. .

Spec1flc programs be1rg recommended w111 address Chlld
infant, and maternal mortality rates, as well as increasing

' jlmmun1zatlon efforts to eradicate childhood diseases, such as

» measles, that still afflict too many chlldren. We need only look
- to the dlsappearance of new polio cases in the Western hemlsphere'
‘to know the success of these immunization programs. :

We alluknow_that‘the role of careglver is crucial to the .
developmentjof healthy and secure children. And we all know that
the primary caregivers in society most often are women. The '
" Summit proposal to strengthen the role of women will increase '
opportunities for women to part1c1pate in all spheres of 11fe --
polltlcal soc1al and economlc x L ~ B

Empowerlng women w1th economlc self-reliance, access to.
., quality health care ‘and educatlon is not only a valuable step
v‘forward 1n 1tse1f It’s .an 1mportant step forward for chlldren.
, . ;o
v Whlle we . recognlze that our polltlcal leaders are
'respon51ble for devising policies and programs to meet these
important goals, we also know that,, as First Ladies, we have a
significant role to play. ' : : . Co

. Just as advocacy organlzatlons, social 1nst1tutlons, and
‘dedicated ihdividuals are critical to progress, we, too, can help
push the agenda forward in our respectlve countrles._ :
A When it comes to chlldren s 1ssues, -women have a spec1al
calllng And that’s why we! have .a duty to raise our v01ces for
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the v01ce1ess - our chlldren, the youngest and most vulnerable:ﬂ
among us. L . e o . o

Th1s week I’ve had partlcular reason’ to thlnk about the
difference one woman alone can make on behalf of children, even
- -against extraordlnary odds. My friend, Ellzabeth Glaeser, dled
flast weekend after 1051ng a long battle w1th AIDS.

Ellzabeth contracted HIV through a blood transfusion whlleh"
hemorrhaging during the, dellvery of her first child, Ariel. o
‘Unbeknownst to her, her daughter, and then a son born later, also

'; ,contracted the v1rus.

.. When Ellzabeth learned that she and her chlldren had- been
~infected with HIV, she dedicated herself to raising awareness
about AIDS. From a small office in Los Angeles, she created the
Pediatric AIDS Foundatlon, which has ralsed over $30 mllllon

L 51nce 1ts foundlng in 1988. .

. Elizabeth often sald she was motivated and strengthened by

the memory of .her. daughter, who died four years ago at the age of "’
seven. Her son, now 10, llves w1th HIV every day.. :

If Ellzabeth could contlnue to contrlbute so much on behalf

. of children throughout her own illness, ‘I know we can make our '
own contrlbutlons too. Of course, we will not all be involved in

' the same ways, or even on precisely the same issues. I know, for
\example, that AIDS is not as prevalent'in many- of your countries -
as it is in mlne. That’s why each of us must find a venue
approprlate to our own situation ‘as First Lady or government

- representative. ‘But whatever role we choose represents a rare
opportunlty to make a d1fference in the lives of tens of mllllons
of chlldren - and in the future of all of the Amerlcas.

There 1s an urgency to our m1551on. More than half of our ‘
. population in thlS hemisphere is under age 23. Ushering children
-into the world is, of course, . the province of families. But - -
.bulldlng safe and nurturlng communities for them to grow up in .
.« . making sure they have access to .schools that teach them to

read and write . . protecting them from avoidable diseases . .
. tralning them for productlve adulthoods. . .- and honorlng thelr
.. rights in the face of . v1olence ~and abuse - these are our

collectlve respon51b111t1es.

ThlS concept was eloquently expressed in a pastoral letter
issued in the United States several years ago. by the National .
. Conference. of Catholic Blshops. In that letter, entltled Puttlng
‘Chlldren -and Famllles Flrst the bishops. said:

"No government can love a child, and no pollcy can

. substitute for a family’s care. But, government can either

support or- undermlnewfamllles. There has been an unfortunate,
'3
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unnecessary and unreal polarlzatlon in [the] discussion [of) how

~best to help families. The undeniable fact is that our children’s.

- future is shaped both by the values of their parents and the
.p011c1es of our natlon." o

"As adults, we must take respon51b111ty for our children so

that they can learn to take responsibility for themselves. And we

must insist that soc1ety s most vital institutions -- family,
school, ‘and ‘church -- create the conditions necessary for our
chlldren to fulflll all the1r God-glven potent1a1 :

To ‘be sure, our challenges, dlffer from country to country,
rand our recipes for progress may require different 1ngred1ents.
, The purpose of this gatherlng is not to prescribe one solution,
"~ .but to share ideas and oplnlons and learn from each other s

experiences. - -

, ‘Here in the United States, for example, we are not d01ng
enough to ensure that women receive adequate pre- and post-natal
health care, particularly poor women and teenagers. In 1992, 22
percent of. pregnant women 1n thls country recelved no pre natal
care. : : :

. As the rest of the wor]d knows all too well my natlon faces
.51gn1f1cant challenges in stopping an: epldemlc of gun violence
that-daily claims the 'lives of children 'in -our cities and towns.
‘Today, homicide is the ‘leading cause of death for African
‘American youth in the United States and violence is the second

'"-”leadlng cause of death for youngsters between the ages of 10 and

14. o . o

Comblned ‘with v1olence 1s an equally dlsturblng scourge of
narcotlcs use among our young people. Illegal drugs are readily
available in too many conmmunities in the Unlted States, and' even
in some of our schools. Studies show that as many ‘as seven
.million children abuse-alcohol and drugs to some extent

At the same tlme, we are maklng progress on behalf of some

_..of our children -- progress that is visible right here 1n Miami. .
- Just yesterday I had the opportunity to visit Jackson Memorial

Hospital and Drew Elementary School -- two institutions that have‘V

. achleved ‘remarkable’ successes 1n dlsadvantaged communltles. |
Jackson Memor1a1 Medical Center, which is affiliated w1th
the Unlver51ty of Miami, has the difficult task of caring for
some of the poorest and neediest residents of this 01ty' The
“newborn intensive care unit that I v151ted yesterday serves the
: hlghest risk population in Dade’ County -- but the hospital has
jachieved the lowest infant mortality rates in the State.i,-,

"The hospltal also has dev1sed 1nnovat1ve ways ‘of serving its

‘communlty‘ A moblle van brlngs doctors and - nurses to those who
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mlght otherw1se go w1thout necessary treatment and care.'

_ Drew Elementary School is 1ocated in a, predomlnantly

. African-American nelghborhood Communlty leaders devised a

- cultural exchange program- in which students. from Drew and a-
predominantly Hispanic school called Seminole Elementary come .
‘together for a variety of activities. that promote tolerance and
understanding. To enhance communication across: cultures, students
at Drew take Spanlsh from the second grade on. .’ ' ”

' The p051t1ve educatlonal climate at Drew. is’ reflected in the
student attendance rate: 95 percent of the school’s students come.
~to class every day. . ' : ' :
Drew has succeeded because parents, teachers, the school
principal and community leaders have worked hard to create an
. environment where children feel- safe, secure, and confident that
they will thrive. The adults have_ taken responsibility; and the-
“chlldren are learnlng to take respons1b111ty as well. : ‘

'In every one . of our natlons,,dedlcated energetlc, and

_caring people are battllng on the front lines to solve some of
society’s most vexing problems. The purpose of this gathering is

to educate each other about our challenges and.our successes —- . °
and to make our: efforts more cooperative by sharing the knowledge
and experience each of us holds w1th1n us. x

: N RERY

. When we return to our capltals, I hope we w1ll not be gulded o
" solely by documents, pollcy papers, - and official pronouncements, o
but also by the desire in our hearts to see that all children N
/have the glft of  hope in thelr lives. ‘

_ .~ In the' words -of Gabrlela Mlstral [Mee strall], the visionary

Chilean" educator, poet, and Nobel prize winner for literature: ~
"Let me be more maternal than a ‘mother; able to love and defend "
‘with all of a mother’s fervor the Chlld that is’ not flesh of my
flesh " : : :

As she once sa1d ~"Many'things we need can wait. The child '
, cannot « « s To him, we cannot.say.tomorrow. His name is today."

Thank you for - comlng to Mlaml, ‘and for joiningitogether in
thlS 1mportant cause. : : : . :

' And now, let us go’ from words to deeds.‘
fIntroduce‘UNICEF video)
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TO: Hillary Rodham Clinton
FROM: Lissa Muscatine
RE: Keynote remarks for Symposium

A few things about the speech:

1) I doubt if anyone cares, but in case someone asks if children

actually live in the Queen Elizabeth Islands in northernmost
Canada (there is a reference to them in paragraph 4), the answer
is: Yes, Inuit Eskimos.

2) FYI: Gabriela Mistral [Mee-strall] of Chile is arguably the
most famous Hispanic woman poet and a literary figure admired
throughout Central and South America. She frequently wrote about
motherhood, family, etc. She also was a teacher. In 1945 she won
the Nobel Prize for literature, becoming the first Latin American
man or woman to win. She died in 1957.

~’
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Welcome to all of my colleagues and friends from across th
Americas, and to all of our distinguished guests. A&%}‘

It is an honor and privilege for me to host this woﬁderful
symposium here in Miami. Let me begin by expressing my gratltude
to the First Ladies of Latin America, amé the Carlbbean[for your
help and guidance in preparlng for this session. Your
extraordinary efforts in previous First Ladies’ meetings in
Colombia, Costa Rica, and most recently in St. Lucia, have
provided a foundation for all of our work -- today and into the
future.

I hope that in the course of our gathering here, and in the
weeks and months ahead, we will learn much from each other and

find new inspiration to children, families, and women @,
Q$F§ priority across our he phere.

E Today, we live in an age of great promise -- and great peril
-- for the 130 million children of the Americas. Great promise
because our children are our lifeline to prosperity and democracy
in the decades ahead. Great peril because, from the Queen
Elizabeth Islands [northernmost Canada] to Tierra del Fuego, our
children are shouldering burdens rarely encountered by older
generations.

Children suffering from hunger, poverty, homelessness,
inadequate health care, disease, illiteracy, violence, and abuse
are not confined to a single nation or a single continent. The
cries of desperate children are sadly heard in every nation
represented here. And it is the plight of those children that
brings us together today, not just as the spouses of heads of
state or as representatives of our governments, but as mothers,
sisters, daughters, grandmothers, aunts, neighbors and friends
who believe that every child in every country deserves a fair
chance in life.

The political leaders convening at this historic summit have
set forth an agenda to promote prosperity and democracy
throughout the hemisphere through trade initiatives, sustained
development, and more effective government.




Today, summit leaders are outlining goals to ensure the
economic, social and physical well-being of children: .

<
The proposed Summit Plan of Action calls for universai\\\\\7

access to education so that all chlldren, regardless of economic QLN ‘QAK

or social status, racial or ethnic origin, or gender, will W

receive the basic tools necessary to become full members of ;))

society. The goal of requiring children to attend primary school %f

is also under discussion. If this goal is achieved, it will help

eradicate child labor and give children a greater hope of

acquiring the skills and knowledge needed to compete in a modern

global economy.

The proposed Summit Plan of Action calls for equitable
access to basic health services, which will be particularly %k&
beneficial to children, who are most vulnerable to illnesses and
unhealthy living conditions. ?7

Specific programs being recommended will address child,
infant, and maternal mortality rates, as well as increasing
immunization efforts to eradicate childhood diseases, such as
measles, that still afflict too many children. We need only look
to the disappearance of new polio cases in the Western hemisphere
to know the success of these immunization programs.

We all know that the role of caregiver is crucial to the
development of healthy and secure children. And we all know that
the primary caregivers in society most often are women. The
Summit proposal to strengthen the role of women will increase
opportunities for women to part1c1pate in all spheres of life --
political, social, and economic.

Empowering womeq/ygggwfconomic self-reliance, education, and
/protection against Violenceyis not only a valuable step forward
e P e

in itself. It’S an important step forward for children.

While we recognize that our political leaders are
responsible for devising policies and programs to meet these
important goals, we also know that, as First Ladies, we have a
significant role to play.

Just as advocacy organizations, social institutions, and
dedicated individuals are critical to our progress, we, too, can
help push the agenda forward in our respective countries.

When it comes to children’s issues, women have a special
calling. And that’s why we have a duty to raise our voices for
the voiceless -- our children, the youngest and most vulnerable
among us.

" This week I’ve had particular reason to think about the
difference one woman alone can make in society, even against
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extraordinary odds. My friend, Elizabeth Glaeser, died last
weekend after losing a long battle with AIDS.

Elizabeth contracted HIV through a blood transfusion while
hemorraghing during the delivery of her first child, Ariel.
Unbeknownst to her, her daughter, and then a son born later, also
contracted the virus.

1nfected with HIV, she dedicated herself to raising awareness
about AIDS. From a small office in Los Angeles, she created the

z§s§ When Elizabeth learned that she and her children had been
R

N Pedlatrlc AIDS Foundatlon, which has raised over $30 million
e since its founding in 1988.
(£3Q§§§ She often said she was motivated and strengthened by the
55 i memory of her daughter, who died four years ago at the age of
3 seven. Her son, now 10, lives every day with HIV.
If Elizabeth could contribute so much on behalf of children,
I know we can too. Of course, we will not all be involved in the
same ways gREach of us must flnd a venue appropriate to our own
13<£<>“’51tuatlon as First Lady or government representative. But
§§ whatever role we choose represents a rare opportunity to make a
—ki difference in the lives of tens of millions of children -- and in

\

\% £ the future of all of the Americas.

There is an urgency to our mission. More than half of our
population in this hemisphere is under age 23. Ushering children
into the world is, of course, the province of families. But
building safe and nurturing communities for them to grow up in .
. . making sure they have access to schools that teach them to
read and write . . . protecting them from avoidable diseases . .
. training them for productive adulthoods. . . and honoring their
rights in the face of violence and abuse -- these are our
collective responsibility.

As the African [?] saying goes: "It takes a village to raise
a child." [Hillary: Melanne says you like a quote that goes
something like this....do you know who said it, or where I can
find the exact phrase?}

To be sure, our challenges differ from country to country,
and our recipes for progress may require different ingredients.
The purpose of this gathering is not to prescribe one solution,
but to share ideas and opinions and learn from each other’s
experiences.

Here in the United States, for example, we are not doing
enough to ensure that women receive adequate pre- and post-natal
health care, particularly poor women and teenagers. In 1992, 22
percent of pregnant women in this country received no pre-natal
care.




As the rest of the world knows all too well, our nation is
struggling against an epldemlc of gun violence that daily clalms:A%if;;
the lives of children in our cities and towns. Today, gun
violence is the second leading cause of death for children in the
United States between the ages of 10 and 14 ([ck?].

Combined with violence is an equally disturbing scourge of
narcotics use among our young people. [more on this?] P

At the same time, we are making progress on behalf of some
of our children -- progress that is visible right here in Miami.
Just yesterday I had the opportunity to visit Drew Elementary
School and Jackson Memorial Hospital -- two institutions that
have achieved remarkable successes in disadvantaged communities.

Drew is located in a predominantly African-American
neighborhood. Community leaders in Miami devised a cultural
exchange program in which students from Drew and a predominantly
Hispanic school called Seminole Elementary come together for a
variety of activities that promote tolerance and understanding.
To enhance communication across cultures, students at Drew take
Spanish from the second grade on.

Jackson Memorial Hospital, which is affiliated with the
University of Miami, has the difficult task of caring for some of
the poorest and neediest residents of this city. The newborn
intensive care unit that I visited yesterday serves the highest
risk population in Dade County =-- but the hospital has achieved
the lowest infant mortality rates in the state.

The hospital also has devised innovative ways for serving
its community. A mobile van brings doctors and nurses to those
who might otherwise go without necessary treatment and care.

In every one of our nations, dedicated, energetic people are
working on the front lines to solve some of our most intractable
problems. The purpose of the summit, and of this gathering, is to
educate each other about our challenges and our successes -- and “ﬁg
to make our efforts more cooperative by sharing the knowledge and
experience each of us holds within us. ‘ <fl___§\‘j%§}j
When we return to our capitals, I hope we will be guided not &D
only by documents, policy papers, and official pronouncements, %{(p
but also by the desire in our hearts to see that all children
have the gift of hope in their lives.

In the words of Gabriela Mistral, the great Chilean
educator, poet, and Nobel prize winner for literature: "Let me be
more maternal than a mother; able to love and defend with all of
a mother’s fervor the child that is not flesh of my flesh. Grant
that I may be successful in molding one of my pupils into a
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perfect poem, and let me leave within her deepest-felt melody
that she may sing for you when my lips shall sing no more."

Thank you for coming to Miami, and for joining together in
this important cause.

[Introduce UNICEF video]




Lissa:

Some suggestions from Richard--
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1. I’'m told that the_Spqnish-language phrase for delivering a
child is to(ﬁgziéﬁtﬁﬁhgmﬂ How appropriate that is. My daughter
Chelsea is a great light and source of joy in our family. When I
look at her I am so thankful that she is healthy and happy. And
while there are millions of children who are also healthy and
happy, there are still too many who are not. It is those
children who we must not forget, those children to whom we must

reach out a helping hand.

2. The proposed Summit Plan of Action calls for universal access
to education so that all children, regardless of economic or
social status, racial or ethic origin, or gender, will receive
the basic tools necessary to become full members of society. 1In
addition to universal access, we must also look toward ensuring
completion of both primary and secondary school. In addition to
the obvious benefits of education, universal enrollment will help
eradicate child labor.

And it is not just a matter of school attendance--even issues
such  as meeting the nutritional needs of children in order to
enhance their learning ability--are addressed in the Summit
initiative on education. '

Of course, this increased attendance of students ready for
learning must be met with a quality curriculum. One that gives
children a greater hope of achieving the skills and knowledge
needed to compete in a modern global economy.

3. Many of the goals under the draft Summit initiative on
health address children’s needs specifically. According to the
proposed Plan of Action, the governments will reaffirm their
commitment to reducing child and maternal mortality rates.

What could be a more basic need than ensuring that babies are
delivered safely into this world, and that their mothers survive
as well. To that end, the plan endorses a basic health package
that will cover prenatal, delivery, and postnatal care.

It is also recommended that the health package include--as
determined by each country--programs for immunizations, HIV/AIDS
education and prevention, and family planning information and
services. ,




The success of the immunization program for polio, which has
resulted in no new cases in the Western Hemisphere for the past
vear, should inspire us to implement these programs.

4. There is one other proposed Summit initiative I would like to
point out. That is the one calling for strengthening the role of
women. The primary caregiver is critical to a child’s emotional

and physical development. And as we all know, primary caregivers
are most often women.

I feel that this initiative 1s important not only because it
acknowledges the importance of strenthening the role of women,
but also because doing so will have an immense positive impact on
our children.

5. We also face significant challenges in reducing violence and
drug use among our young people. Gun violence is the second
leading cause of death for children in the United States between
the ages of 10 and 14 [ck?].

6. In fact, our whole program today is aimed at learning from
each other. We will see a video by UNICEF which addresses the
needs of children worldwide. Then we will be honored with
remarks by the director-designate of the Pan-American Health
Organization, Dr. Alleyne. As you all know, the PAHO focuses on
the countries of our hemisphere.

After that, Mrs. Figueres, Mrs. Manning, and Mrs. Sanchez de
Lozada will speak. [see if we got drafts of their remarks--they
were supposed to provide examples of success stories in their
countries on the issues]

We will also have some time for participants to speak from the
floor and have general discussion.

In the second part of the program, we will be able to address
each of the three themes --children’s health, children’s
education, and youth [adolescent? ck w/Melanne] health and
education--in much more detail.




FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
TALKING POINTS FOR PRE-SUMMIT INTERVIEWS
DECEMBER 7-8, 1994

* We are getting together in Miami to build on the First
Ladies’ of the Americas proven track record so that we can play a
role in promoting economic prosperity and democracy throughout
our hemisphere.

* Given that more than half of the population of our
hemisphere is under age 23, we must address the health and
education needs of children if we are going to make progress
economically and politically as individual nations and as a
region.

* We will discuss the goals of the Summit, particularly as
they relate to the education and health of children.
Specifically, we will share information, ideas, and experiences
on issues such as: ensuring universal access to primary
education, lower drop-out rates, reducing infant and maternal
mortality rates, endorsing a basic package of health services,
increasing immunizations and other programs that combat
communicable diseases, as well as curbing narcotics use.

* Although each nation faces different challenges, we can all
learn from each other’s experiences, whether it is the success
with literacy programs in Costa Rica or the increase of 1life
expectancy in Chile, Guatemala and Honduras, or the declines in
child mortality in Costa Rica and Chile.

* I will be visiting two wonderful public institutions in
Miami that have made extraordinary progress. Jackson Memorial
Hospital serves the highest-risk infants in Dade County, yet has
the lowest infant mortality rate in Florida. Drew Elementary
School has devised innovative methods for helping students and
their entire communities bridge cultural gaps and overcome racial
and ethnic tensions.

* While we are not policy makers, we all can help move the
agenda forward and help meet the goals set forth by the Summit
leaders -- and we can do so in many different ways.
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Today,; First Ladies from throughout the hemlsphere participated
in a Sympos1um on “Children of the Amerlcas

‘iji:::::;;l Symp051um §;¥efed the proposed Summit of the Americas goals.
== in the areas of improving access to health care and education for
children and adolescents.

The First Ladies/ghared information on successful programs from
their nations on a wide range of issues, including: ensuring
universal access to primary education, improving primary and
secondary school completion rates, reducing maternal and infant
mortality rates, endorsing a basic package of heath services,
increasing immunization and .othe¥ programs d@&combat communicable
disedses, and treating and preventisrg narcotics use.
mayy N2 ﬁf
jor gains that have been achieved in bringing adequate,
affordable and quality health care apd,ed tion to the millions
of children of the hemisphere were c%?éé?é%%a. In particular,
~ the First Ladies*Légﬁgabghe success. of immunization programs in
: preventing new cases of polio in the Western Hemisphere. Bet [trt—®t
(quy&60“7they—a;se—recogﬁized'that many challenges remain--challenges that
o (57 %1, the leaders of the hemisphere have'made part of their agenda at
s the Summit and for the future.

Ay
The First Ladles
mandate-to-make—goverament—poltietes,theycan/play a role--

whether as individuals, prominent persons, or the spouse of the
.nation’s leader--in helping their nations meet the needs of
children.

Mrs. Wasmosy of Paraguay graciously invited the other first
ladies in the hemisphere to attend the Fifth Conference of Wives
of Heads of State and Governments of the Americas, scheduled to
be held in October 1995. Mrs. Wasmosy stated that children’s
health and education issues would be ajtopic at that meeting,
noting that “we must not forget that they are our tomorrow and
the future of humanity will depend on/themv/
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Welcome to all of my colleagues and friends from across the
Americas, and to all of our distinguished guests.

It is an honor and privilege for me to host this wonderful
symposium here in Miami. Let me begin by expressing my gratitude
to the First Ladies of Latin America and the Caribbean for your
help and guidance in preparing for this session. Your
extraordinary efforts in previous First Ladies’ meetings in
Colombia, Costa Rica, and most recently in St. Lucia, have
provided a foundation for all of our work -- today and into the
future.

I hope that in the course of our gathering here, and in the
weeks and months ahead, we will learn much from each other and
find new inspiration to make children, families, and women a
priority across our hemisphere.

Today, we live in an age of great promise -- and great peril
-- for the 130 million children of the Americas. Great promise
because our children are our lifeline to prosperity and democracy
in the decades ahead. Great peril because, from the Queen
Elizabeth Islands [northernmost Canada] to Tierra del Fuego, our
children are shouldering burdens rarely encountered by older
.generations. ' .

Children suffering from hunger, poverty, homelessness,
inadequate health care, disease, illiteracy, violence, and abuse
are not confined to a single nation or a single continent. The
cries of desperate children are sadly heard in every nation
represented here. And it is the plight of those children that
brings us together today, not just as the spouses of heads of
state or as representatives of our governments, but as mothers,
sisters, daughters, grandmothers, aunts, neighbors and friends
who believe that every child in every country deserves a fair
chance in life.

The political leaders convening at this historic summit have
set forth an agenda to promote prosperity and democracy
throughout the hemisphere through trade initiatives, sustained
development, and more effective government.




Today, summit leaders are outlining goals to ensure the
economic, social and physical well-being of children:

The proposed Summit Plan of Action calls for universal
access to education so that all children, regardless of economic
or social status, racial or ethnic origin, or gender, will
receive the basic tools necessary to become full members of
society. The goal of requiring children to attend primary school
is also under discussion. If this goal is achieved, it will help
eradicate child labor and give children a greater hope of
acquiring the skills and knowledge needed to compete in a modern
global economy.

The proposed Summit Plan of Action calls for equitable
access to basic health services, which will be particularly
beneficial to children, who are most vulnerable to illnesses and
unhealthy living conditions.

Specific programs being recommended will address child,
infant, and maternal mortality rates, as well as increasing
immunization efforts to eradicate childhood diseases, such as
measles, that still afflict too many children. We need only look
to the disappearance of new polio cases in the Western hemisphere
to know the success of these immunization programs.

We all know that the role of caregiver is crucial to the
development of healthy and secure children. And we all know that
the primary caregivers in society most often are women. The
Summit proposal to strengthen the role of women will increase
opportunities for women to participate in all spheres of life --
political, social, and economic.

Empowering women with economic self-reliance, education, and
protection against violence is not only a valuable step forward
in itself. It’s an important step forward for children.

While we recognize that our political leaders are
responsible for devising policies and programs to meet these
important goals, we also know that, as First Ladies, we have a’
significant role to play.

Just as advocacy organizations, social institutions, and
dedicated individuals are critical to our progress, we, too, can
help push the agenda forward in our respective countries.

When it comes to children’s issues, women have a special
calling. And that’s why we have a duty to raise our voices for
the voiceless -- our children, the youngest and most vulnerable
among us.

This week I’ve had particular reason to think about the
difference one woman alone can make in society, even against
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~ extraordinary odds. My friend, Elizabeth Glaeser, died last
weekend after losing a long battle with AIDS.

Elizabeth contracted HIV through a blood transfusion while
hemorraghing during the delivery of her first child, Ariel.
Unbeknownst to her, her daughter, and then a son born later, also
contracted the virus. :

When Elizabeth learned that she and her children had been
infected with HIV, she dedicated herself to raising awareness
about AIDS. From a small office in Los Angeles, she created the
Pediatric AIDS Foundation, which has raised over $30 million
since its founding in 1988.

She often said she was motivated and strengthened by the
memory of her daughter, who died four years ago at the age of
seven. Her son, now 10, lives every day with HIV.

If Elizabeth could contribute so much on behalf of children,
I know we can too. Of course, we will not all be involved in the
same ways. Each of us must find a venue appropriate to our own
situation as First Lady or government representative. But
whatever role we choose represents a rare opportunity to make a
difference in the lives of tens of millions of children -- and in
the future of all of the Americas. ’

There is an urgency to our mission. More than half of our
population in this hemisphere is under age 23. Ushering children
into the world is, of course, the province of families. But
building safe and nurturing communities for them to grow up in .
. . making sure they have access to schools that teach them to

read and write . . . protecting them from avoidable diseases . .
. training them for productive adulthoods. . . and honoring their
rights in the face of violence and abuse -- these are our

collective responsibility.

As the African [?] saying goes: "It takes a village to raise
a child." [Hillary: Melanne says you like a quote that goes
something like this....do you know who said it, or where I can
find the exact phrase?}

To be sure, our challenges differ from country to country,
and our recipes for progress may require different ingredients.
The purpose of this gathering is not to prescribe one solution,
but to share ideas and opinions and learn from each other’s
experiences.

Here in the United States, for example, we are not doing
enough to ensure that women receive adequate pre- and post-natal
health care, particularly poor women and teenagers. In 1992, 22
percent of pregnant women in this country received no pre-natal
care.




As the rest of the world knows all too well, our nation is
struggling against an epidemic of gun violence that daily claims
the lives of children in our cities and towns. Today, gun
violence is the second leading cause of death for children in the
United “States between the ages of 10 and 14 [ck?].

Combined with violence is an equally disturbing scourge of
narcotics use among our young people. [more on this?]

At the same time, we are making progress on behalf of some
of our children -- progress that is visible right here in Miami.
Just yesterday I had the opportunity to visit Drew Elementary
School and Jackson Memorial Hospital -- two institutions that
have achieved remarkable successes in disadvantaged communities.

Drew is located in a predominantly African-American
neighborhood. Community leaders in Miami devised a cultural
exchange program in which students from Drew and a predominantly
Hispanic school called Seminole Elementary come together for a
variety of activities that promote tolerance and understanding.
To enhance communication across cultures, students at Drew take
Spanish from the second grade on.

Jackson Memorial Hospital, which is affiliated with the
University of Miami, has the difficult task of caring for some of
the poorest and neediest residents of this city. The newborn
intensive care unit that I visited yesterday serves the highest
risk population in Dade County =-- but the hospital has achieved
the lowest infant mortality rates in the state.

. The hospital also has devised innovative ways for serving
its community. A mobile van brings doctors and nurses to those
who might otherwise go without necessary treatment and care.

In every one of our nations, dedicated, energetic people are
working on the front lines to solve some of our most intractable
problems. The purpose of the summit, and of this gathering, is to
educate each other about our challenges and our successes -- and
to make our efforts more cooperative by sharing the knowledge and
experience each of us holds within us.

When we return to our capitals, I hope we will be guided not
only by documents, policy papers, and official pronouncements,
but also by the desire in our hearts to see that all children
have the gift of hope in their 1lives.

In the words of Gabriela Mistral, the great Chilean
educator, poet, and Nobel prize winner for literature: "Let me be
more maternal than a mother; able to love and defend with all of
a mother’s fervor the child that is not flesh of my flesh. Grant
that I may be successful in molding one of my pupils into a
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perfect poem, and let me leave within her deepest-felt melody
that she may sing for you when my lips shall sing no more."

Thank you for coming to Miami, and for joining together in
this important cause.

[Introduce UNICEF video]
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Wednesday, December 6

Hillary,

Enclosed is a DRAFT of the keynote address for the First
Ladies’ Symposium. In a few places you’ll see question marks in
brackets, which means I’m checking statistics or facts. In a few
other places I’ve bracketed questions for you.

Also, do you want to mention your trip to the Baby Hospital
in Manila or any other events from the Asia trip?

If you could get your comments, edits, and overall critique
to Melanne and/or me late Wednesday, that would be great. Many
thanks.

Liss - i
s
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Welcome to all of my colleagues and friends from across the
Americas, and to all of our distinguished guests.

It is an honor and privilege for me to host this wonderful
symposium here in Miami. Let me begin by expressing my gratitude
to the First Ladies of Latin America and the Caribbean for your
help and guidance in preparing for this session. Your
extraordinary efforts in previous First Ladies’ meetings in
Colombia, Costa Rica, and most recently in St. Lucia, have
provided a foundation for all of our work -- today and into the
future.

I hope that in the course of our gathering here, and in the
weeks and months ahead, we will learn much from each other and
find new inspiration to make children, families, and women a
priority across our hemisphere.

Today, we live in an age of great promise -- and great peril
-- for the 130 million children of the Americas. Great promise
because our children are our lifeline to prosperity and democracy
in the decades ahead. Great peril because, from the Queen
Elizabeth Islands [northernmost Canada] to Tierra del Fuego, our
children are shouldering burdens rarely encountered by older
generations.

Children suffering from hunger, poverty, homelessness,
inadequate health care, disease, illiteracy, violence, and abuse
are not confined to a single nation or a single continent. The
cries of desperate children are sadly heard in every nation
represented here. And it is the plight of those children that
brings us together today, not just as the spouses of heads of
state or as representatives of our governments, but as mothers,
sisters, daughters, grandmothers, aunts, neighbors and friends
who believe that every child in every country deserves a fair
chance in life.

The political leaders convening at this historic summit have
set forth an agenda to promote prosperity and democracy
throughout the hemisphere through trade initiatives, sustained
development, and more effective government.
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Today, summit leaders are outlining goals to ensure the
economic, social and physical well-being of children:

The proposed Summit Plan of Action calls for universal
access to education so that all children, regardless of economic
or social status, racial or ethnic origin, or gender, will
receive the basic tools necessary to become full members of
society. The goal of requiring children to attend primary school
is also under discussion. If this goal is achieved, it will help
eradicate child labor and give children a greater hope of
acquiring the skills and knowledge needed timsmmese in a modern
global economy. '

The proposed Summit Plan of Action calls for equitable
access to basic health services, which will be particularly
beneficial to children, who are most vulnerable to illnesses and
unhealthy living conditions.

Specific programs being recommended will address child,
infant, and maternal mortality rates, as well as increasing
immunization efforts to eradicate childhood diseases, such as
measles, that still afflict too many children. We need only look
to the disappearance of new polio cases in the Western hemisphere
to know the success of these immunization programs.

We all know that the role of caregiver is crucial to the
development of healthy and secure children. And we all know that
the primary caregivers in society most often are women. The
Summit proposal to strengthen the role of women will increase
opportunities for women to participate in all spheres of life --
political, social, and economic.

Empowering women with economic self-reliance, education, and
protection against violence is not only a valuable step forward
in itself. It’s an important step forward for children.

While we recognize that our political leaders are
responsible for devising policies and programs to meet these
important goals, we also know that, as First Ladies, we have a
significant role to play.

Just as advocacy organizations, social institutions, and
dedicated individuals are critical to aus progress, we, too, can
help push the agenda forward in our respective countries.

When it comes to children’s issues, women have a special
calling. And that’s why we have a duty to raise our voices for
the voiceless -- our children, the youngest and most vulnerable
among us.

This week I’ve had particular reason to think about the
~difference one woman alone can make in society, even against
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extraordinafy odds. My friend, Elizabeth Glaeser, died last
weekend after losing a long battle with AIDS.

Elizabeth contracted HIV through a blood transfusion while
hemorraghing during the delivery of her first child, Ariel.
Unbeknownst to her, her daughter, and then a son born later, also
contracted the virus.

When Elizabeth learned that she and her children had been
infected with HIV, she dedicated herself to raising awareness
about AIDS. From a small office in Los Angeles, she created the
Pediatric AIDS Foundation, which has raised over $30 million
since its founding in 1988.

She often said she was motivated and strengthened by the
memory of her daughter, who died four years ago at the age of
seven. Her son, now 10, lives every day with HIV.

) Can‘l'\m_c ey tvan 1} [an s

If Elizabeth couldAcontrlbute so much on behalf of chi eny,
I know we can too. Of course, we will not all be involved in the
same ways. Each of us must find a venue appropriate to our own
situation as First Lady or government representative. But
whatever role we choose represents a rare opportunity to make a
difference in the lives of tens of millions of children -- and in
the future of all of the Americas.

There is an urgency to our mission. More than half of our
population in this hemisphere is under age 23. Ushering children
into the world is, of course, the province of families. But
building safe and nurturing communities for them to grow up in .
. . making sure they have access to schools that teach them to
read and write . . . protecting them from avoidable diseases .

. training them for productive adulthoods. . . and honoring their

rights in the face of violence and abuse -- are our
collective responsibility. L hn a,wG 2
- hatabnt wle
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To be sure, our challenges differ from country to country,
and our recipes for progress may require different ingredients.
The purpose of this gathering is not to prescribe one solution,
but to share ideas and opinions and learn from each other’s
experiences.

Here in the United States, for example, we are not doing
enough to ensure that women receive adequate pre- and post-natal
health care, particularly poor women and teenagers. In 1992, 22

percent of pregnant women in this country received no pre-natal
care.
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As the rest of the world knows all too well, our nation is
struggling against an epidemic of gun violence that daily claims
the lives of children in our cities and towns. Today, gun
violence is the second leading cause of death for children in the
United States between the ages of 10 and 14 ([ck?].

Combined with violence is an equally disturbing scourge of by 5
narcotics use among our young people. [more on this?] $Zi:
At the same time, we are making progress on behalf of some j,@u»wﬂ
of our children -- progress that is visible right here in Miami.
Just yesterday I had the opportunity to visit Drew Elementary

School and Jackson Memorial Hospital -- two institutions that
have achieved remarkable successes in disadvantaged communities.

Drew is located in a predominantly African-American
neighborhood. Community leaders in Miami devised a cultural
exchange program in which students from Drew and a predominantly
Hispanic school called Seminole Elementary come together for a
variety of activities that promote tolerance and understanding.
To enhance communication across cultures, students at Drew take
Spanish from the second grade on.

Jackson Memorial Hospital, which is affiliated with the
University of Miami, has the difficult task of caring for some of
the poorest and neediest residents of this city. The newborn
intensive care unit that I visited yesterday serves the highest
risk population in Dade County =-- but the hospital has achieved
the lowest infant mortality rates in the state.

The hospital also has devised innovative ways for serving
its community. A mobile van brings doctors and nurses to those
who might otherwise go without necessary treatment and care.

In every one of our nations, dedicated, energetic people are
working on the front lines to solve some of our most intractable
problems. The purpose of the summit, and of this gathering, is to

- educate each other about our challenges and our successes -- and
to make our efforts more cooperative by sharing the knowledge and
experience each of us holds within us.

When we return to our capitals, I hope we will be guided not
only by documents, policy papers, and official pronouncements,
but also by the desire in our hearts to see that all children
have the gift of hope in their 1lives.

In the words of Gabriela) istra{i the great Chilean
educator, poet, and Nobel prize winner for literature: "Let me be
more maternal than a mother; able to love and defend with all of
a mother’s fervor the child that is not flesh of my flesh}! csant-
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perfect poem, 1 lea ithin deepest- melod
tha em ing for yo en my Iips shal ing no more."

Thank you for coming to Mlaml, and for joining together in
this important cause.

[Introduce UNICEF video]
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Summit of the’ Americas
Statistics=for HRC
Immunlzatlon rates in Dade County:

© 72%. of 2 year olds were 1mmunlzed 1n 1993
_(671/1nUS)/._. .

t

-~ Infant mortallty rates in' Dade Countv
‘Dade County: 7.6 per 1, 000 live births in 1991
National: 8.9 per 1,000 llve births in 1991




SYMPOSIUM ON CHILDREN OF THE AMERICAS

Themes for Working Group Session On

Children’s Health Issues

Summit Goals: To reduce chﬂd mortality by one-third and maternal mortality by
one-half by the year 2000.

(See Summit Plan of Action Initiative 17, “Equitable Access to Basic Health
Services,” for the full text.)

The average infant mortality rate for the 34 countries attending the Summit is 33
deaths per 1,000 births. Major achievements in reducing that rate thus far have
been in high-impact but simple technologies such as vaccinations and controlling
diarrhea through oral rehydration. The challenge now is to move to more difficult
and complex interventions such as managing pneumonia, improving nutritional
status, and reducing neonatal mortality, while sustaining the gains already
achieved. The region-wide effort to eradicate polio, which succeeded in interrupting
transmission throughout the hemisphere, was a model of cooperation, partnership
and participation. This model can be adapted to eliminating measles, or at least
reducing incidences and deaths to the levels called for in the Narino Accord.

Maternal death rates remain a significant problem in the Americas, with national
rates ranging from a low of 5 to a high of about 600 per 100,000 live births. To
reduce maternal mortality, we need to improve and expand access to prenatal and
postnatal care and to provide safer delivery care. Community-based approaches
such as training and deployment of midwives and family planning have reduced
maternal mortality in some countries.

In addition, inequities in access to health care contribute to the concentration of
children’s health problems in certain populations (e.g. rural areas, indigenous
peoples). These inequities can be addressed through systemic reforms of health
care delivery systems which can include essential community-based services for the
poor, the disabled, and indigenous groups; stronger public health infrastructure;
alternative means of financing, managing, and providing services; quality
assurance; and greater use of non-governmental actors and organizations.

The Summit Plan of Action calls for a number of actions involving the hemispheric
governments, the Inter-American Development Bank, the World Bank, and the
Pan-American Health Organization, and representatives of the private sector in
focusing on and establishing a framework for health reform mechanisms. These
actions include: developing or updating country action plans or programs for




reform; strengthening international fora for sharing technical expertise,
information and experience on health reform efforts; and convening a special
meeting of hemispheric governments with interested donors and international
technical agencies to establish a framework for health reform mechanisms.




SYMPOSIUM ON CHILDREN OF THE AMERICAS

Themes for Working Group Session On

Children’s Education Issues

Summit Goals: A primary completion rate of 100 percent and a secondary
enrollment rate of at least 75 percent by the year 2010. '

(See Summit Plan of Action Initiative 16, “Universal Access to Education,” for the
full text.)

Universal literacy and access to education at all levels, without distinction of race,
national origin or gender, is an indispensable basis for sustainable social and
cultural development, economic growth and democratic stability.

Although almost every country in the hemisphere has adult literacy rates of over 80
percent, there are still too many people who do not have a basic level of reading and
writing skills. Eradicating illiteracy is best approached by ensuring that children
are enrolled in and complete at least primary school. A number of factors impact on
both enrollment and completion rates, including pre-school environment, the
quality of the school’s curriculum and the training received by the educators.

The nurturing and nutrition children receive early in their lives dramatically
impact on their ability to thrive when they reach school age, and can improve
future performance and reduce costly repetition and drop-out rates. Approximately
8.9 million children in this hemisphere participate in early childhood programs.

Primary school enrollment of children age 6-11 increased over the last 20 years in
all countries in the region, especially in population centers. However, enrollment
levels remain relatively low in certain regions and sub-groupings (girls, indigenous,
urban minority and rural populations).

The World Bank estimates that every year $2.5 billion are spent on grade repetition
for 20 million children in Latin America. Countries are addressing drop-out and
repetition rates by setting national goals in educational efficiency as well as
relevance of what is taught.

The Summit initiative on education calls for governments to work with the private
sector and multilateral institutions to guarantee universal access to quality
primary education; support strategies to overcome nutritional deficiencies of
primary school children in order to enhance their learning ability; and create a




hemispheric partnership to reform educational policies and focus resources more
efficiently.




SYMPOSIUM ON CHILDREN OF THE AMERICAS

Themes for Working Group Session On

Youth Health and Education Issues

Summit Goals: Address the needs of adolescents through prevention programs for
narcotics use and abuse, the transmission of HIV/AIDS, and unintended
pregnancies, and through enhanced vocational or college-preparatory programs.

(See Summit Plan of Action Initiative 6, “Combating the Problem of Illegal Drugs
and Related Crimes;” Initiative 16, “Universal Access to Education;” and Initiative
17, “Equitable Access to Basic Health Services,” for full texts.)

Youth in the hemisphere, who make up roughly a quarter of the population, must
obtain the education and training needed to be productive adults and avoid often
fatal health risks.

At current birth rates, half of the hemisphere’s female population will have a child
between the ages of 15 and 19. In addition to the maternal mortality issues covered
under the symposium’s health theme, these young women are exposed to sexually-
transmitted diseases--including AIDS/HIV, and often leave school to have or raise
their babies. The Summit initiative on health includes a proposal to have a basic
package of health services which includes maternal and reproductive health care,
planning information and services, and HIV/AIDS prevention.

Both female and male adolescents leave school early, for a number of reasons,
resulting in an workforce unprepared for an increasingly high-technology world
market. Educational programs aimed at keeping teenagers in school and curricula
designed to prepare students for adulthood are needed. The Summit education
initiative calls for promoting worker professional training, increasing access to and
strengthening the quality of high education, and creating a hemispheric
partnership to reform educational policies.

The problem of narcotics consumption, production, and trafficking is a huge drain
on our youth. In addition to the health problems and deaths caused by drug use,
narcotics-related violence also affects a large number of young people. In addition,
young adults without the education or training to support themselves are too often
drawn to the narcotics-related crimes of selling or trafficking narcotics. The
proposed initiative on narcotics includes a broad agenda to reduce both the demand
and supply of narcotics throughout the hemisphere.
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SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS

Strengthening the Role of Women in Society

Summit Goals: Strengthen policies and programs that improve and broaden the
participation of women in all spheres of political, social, and economic life and

improve their access to the basic resources needed for the full exercise of their
fundamental rights.

(See Summit Plan of Action Initiative 18, “Strengthening the Role of Women in
Society,” for the full text.)

Although women’s issues per se will not be addressed during the Symposium on
Children of the Americas, women remain the primary care-givers for children
throughout the hemisphere. Therefore, the importance of the development and
strengthening of the role of women in society should be recognized, in terms of the
impact of women’s development on their children and its positive contribution to
society.

The Fourth Conference of Wives of Heads of State and of Governments of the
Americas issued in October 1994 the Declaration of St. Lucia, which called for
supporting actions which further the full exercise of women’s human rights,
expressed appreciation for efforts to reduce domestic violence; encouraged steps to
educate women in preparation for decision-making in all spheres; and requested
that the women’s issues be addressed at a wide range of fora.

The proposed Summit Plan of Action calls for the nations of the hemisphere to
commit to taking many of those steps, such as recognizing and giving full respect
for all rights of women, promoting the participation of women in decision-making;
enhancing women’s productivity and economic self-reliance through education and
skill development; reducing violence against women; and encouraging regional and
international financial and technical organizations to intensify their programs in
favor of women.




III. OTHER ASPECTS TO KEEP IN MIND

Profiles. The first ladies are very different from each other. Their
participation will be diverse and will vary according to their
commitment, education, interests, skills, and ultimately, according to
the indigenous characteristics of their own country. Their only
unifying trait is their interest and will to work for their countries, to

‘have things done, to learn about new ideas that coul ,

and to transmit their own.

Workforms. The first ladies work in different ways. Some chair or
direct NGOs that they have created themselves or inherited from
their predecessors. Others work within the government,
coordinating, promoting, or organizing the follow-up of different

social areas or programs.

Responsibility. Despité their involvement, the political responsibility
for their programs falls on the government.
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WHERE DO WE STAND IN EDUCATION?

Background Notes for the First Lady for
Summit of the Amerieas Spouﬁes Meeting
December 10, 1994

The following statistics paint a mixed picture of education in the United States—
some real strengths, some clear signs of improvement, and areas in which a great
deal of work lies shead.

Access to Schooling

o

School enrollment in the United States is virtually universal. All states
mandate compulsory schooling through the age of 16. Enrollment rates
among children 6 to 15 years of age are essentially 100 percent.

Preschool eprollment. Enrollment rates among children 3, 4, and 5 years old
have increased substantially since 1970. Virtually all children now attend
kindergarten. And over half of our 4-year-olds are now attending preschool
(up from 29 percent in 1970).

Postsecondary enrollment. The percentage of high school graduates who
enrolled in college following graduation increased from 49 percent in 1980 to
62 percent in 1992. Almost no other country has postsecondary enrollment
rates comparable to this one.

Dropout Rates

0

Overall, high school dropout rates have gradually decreased in the United
States. For example, only 6 percent of students who were sophomores in
1990 left school without completing high school or its equivalent two years
later.

However, dropout rates for younger students are troubling. For example, of
the members of the 8th grade class of 1988, nearly 7 percent had dropped out
of school by spring of their sophomore year.

- Over half of the students left because they "did not like school,” while
about 40 percent left because they were failing school.

- Almost one-third of females who dropped out between 8th and 10th
grade reported that they left school because they were pregnant.

1 Major portions of these notes are derived from The Condifion of Education 1994, s US.

Department of Education/National Center for Education Statistics publication.
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Student Achievement

In international comparisons of student achievement, the evidence is also mixed.

o

U.S. students fare poorly compared to students in other developed countries
on international assessments of mathematics and science—areas particularly
critical to the high-tech areas of our economy.

- For example, in 1990-91, U.S. 13-year olds ranked ahead of only one of
the 14 other countries whose students took the mathematies portion of
the International Assessment of Educational Progress JAEP). (Test
scores of U.S. students and those of two countries were approximately
equal.)

- In science, U.S. 13-year olds ranked ghead of only two of the other
countries.

On the other hand, in the 1992 International Study of Reading Literacy, U.S.
nine-year olds were second out of 28 participating nations; U.S. 13-year olds
were ninth. These results may reflect the considerable emphasis placed on
reading and language arts in our primary schools.

When comparing domestic (U.S.) achievement results over time:

o

o

proficiency in both mathematics and science on the National Assessment of
Educational Progress (NAEP) inereased between 1982 and 1992 for all three
age groups sampled.

Reading scores have been virtually unchanged over the decade.

Differences among Racial/Ethnic Groups

The averages cited above mask numerous important differences. Students from
most minority groups lag behind white students in completion rates and
achievement. :

o

The gap between dropout rates for blacks and whites is still too high,
although it has narrowed.

- While 9 percent of white students enrolled in 8th grade in 1988 neither
had completed high school nor were still enrolled in school in 1992, 14
percent of blacks, 18 percent of Hispanics, and 25 percent of American
Indian students had dropped out.

The gap between achievement of black and white students persists. It
narrowed in the 1970’s and early 1980’s, but has not narrowed further.

@oo3
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- Since the early 1970’s, proficiency scores for blacks have drawn closer
to those for whites in reading, mathematics, and science. Still, average
scores are considerably below those of white students.

o Minority children are at an educational disadvantage relative to whites
because of several factors, including: lower average levels of parental
education, a greater likelihood of living with only one parent, different
community characteristies deriving from relatively segregated living patterns,
and the fact that black children are much more likely to experience poverty
than white children.

- In 1992, 46 percent of black children under 18 and 39 percent of
Hispanic children were poor, while 16 percent of white children lived in
families with an income level below the poverty line.

Returns to Education

The question isn’t just how are we doing compared to other nations or even
compared to our own past. The real question should be: Are we doing well enough
in teaching our students what they will need to know in the near future? And the

answer is no.
In today’s world, what you know is the key to what you earn.

0 In 1990, in the United States, average monthly earnings for those with a
bachelor’s degree were fwice those of people with only a high school diploma,
and four times higher than those who had not graduated from high school.
Put another way, a student who graduates from high school can expect to
earn $200,000 more over his or her lifetime than one who did not; for a
student who receives a bachelor’s degree, the difference is almost $1 million.
(these are U.S. Census Bureau figures).

o Conversely, persons at a low level of literacy are 10 times more likely to be in
poverty than persons with high literacy levels (National Adult Literacy
Survey, 1993). In the recent Nationsal Survey of Adult Literacy, some 40 million
adults—more than one-fifth of our population—performed in the very lowest level of
prose, document, and quantitative proficiencies.

Our biggest challenge in education is to raise the standards of knowledge and skill
for all of our students, so that stable employment in high-paying jobs becomes
possible for everyone.

The Clinton Administration Education Agenda

Over the past two years, we have successfully enacted legislation that will raise
educational standards and prepare our students for the jobs of the future.

3
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In our view, "access" for all isn’t enough, if it means access to poor-quality
programs with lower standards for some, and access to high-quality programs
for others.

- Our new policies recognize that the only way to get real equality is to
challenge all students to learn to the same high standards, and then
provide the resources to make sure those starting out behind ean reach
the standards.

- Two decades of cognitive research and numerous real-life examples
show us that it is possible for students of all ages that we define as "at-
risk" (for example, those in high-poverty schools, and those who are
limited-English proficient or migrant) to learn far more than we
generally have expected of them. Expecting less of them almost
guarantees failure. U.S. Secretary of Education Richard Riley says:

"The surest way to create an angry, violent nineteen-year-old dropout is to give
that young person a watered-down curriculum from kindergarten on. When
you do that, you are telling these young people early on that they aren’t good
enough, so wky even try. Ard, I assure you, they do get the message. By
fourth or fifth grade, they have already started to give up."

We have been successful in enacting the following major parts of the education
agenda into law over the past 19 months, thus laying a strong foundation for
lifelong learning, better jobs, and a better future for all of our students.

o

Head Start, our biggest early childhood program, has just been reauthorized.
Head Start funding has increased from $2.2 billion in fiscal year 1992 to $3.5
billion in fiscal 1995. The new law is distinguished by its emphasis on
improving program quality and by the new "Early Head Start" program for
children from ages 0 to 3.

Goals 2000, signed into law in May 1994, is a milestone in U.S. education,
aimed at stimulating all of our states to undertake broad, standards-based
educational reform. Goals 2000 provides a vision, framework, information,
and seed money to enable states and local school systems to plan and
implement coherent policies and practices aligned with high state standards
for student performance. Goals 2000 represents a major change in the federal
role away from the "band-aid" of fragmented categorical programs designed to
"fix" small pieces of the system, toward true systemic reform.

(Balderas Elementary School is a.n example of a school that has achieved
impressive results by setting high academic standards—see Attachment 1.)

The recently enacted Improving America’s Schools Act provides funds to

support state reforms in teaching and learning, according to the framework
laid out in Goals 2000 or other comprehensive state plan. Programs in this

4
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law constitute the biggest federal investment in primary and secondary
schools. From now on, the progress of schools and local education systems
will be measured against the kinds of high standards laid out under Goals
2000 for all students—including "at-risk” students. Title 1 (formerly Chapter
1) of this law provides federal support for schools with large numbers of
disadvantaged children. '

This new law incorporates for the first time a major professional development
title to prepare teachers to help all students achieve to the standards. It
provides new resources to bring new technology into schools, make schools
safe and drug-free environments, and engage parents as partners in learning.
Improving America’s Schools provides flexibility and technical assistance so
that local districts can try innovative ways to meet the goal of high standards
for all students, for example, by extending the school day or by setting up
independently run public charter schools. It suthorizes demonstration
projects that integrate educational, health, and social services designed to
address risk factors such as poor nutrition, violence, inadequate health care,
and substance abuse.

(Snively Elementary School is an example of &n excellent school improvement
program supported by federal Title 1.funds—see Attachment 2.)

The School to Work Opportunities Act, signed into law by President Clinton
on May 4, 1994 and jointly administered by the U.S. Departments of
Education and Labor, provides federal funds to state and local partnerships to
help build systems to prepare young people for first jobs in high-skill, high-
wage careers and for further education and training. In this law, the United
States addresses for the first time in a coherent fashion the need for a strong
alternative path for students who may not chcose traditional college
education right after secondary school, by allowing them to choose a career
major and take advantage of links to postsecondary training and experiences
in the private sector.

Every school-to-work program will include school-based learning and a
program of study that meets challenging academic standards developed under
Goals 2000. Each program also will include work-based learning—-broad
instruction in industry-specific skills, a sequential program of job training
experiences with skills to be mastered at increasingly higher levels, and paid
work experience with workplace mentoring. Students who complete school-
to-work programs will receive both diplomas testifying to their academic
competence and skill certificates that tell employers that they can handle jobs.
In many countries in the world, that would hardly be revolutionary, but in
our country, it is brand new.

(The Baltimore Academy of Finance is an example of an excellent school-to-
work program-see Attachment 3.)




