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11 U Queen Ell1abeth lslands 

· become the horne: ol ~bnost h.l.lf ~million palrs o! 
nesting sesblrds. . · , ' . 

· lbe old Hald.t_vlllagc af~l'lnsdnts. onSl<.ung>'<'ai 
J, has been made ~ UMm:lliATJQl'fS WOI!~Il HERITAGI 
sm. Its spcaacu Jar totem palts are now being 
proteCI£d from the tkments as pan or a colle~on. 
of world ucasures. All the~ natUral features U£ 
atti'actlng tourists in suiel!lng numbers. Naikoon 
Provincial Park, wiLh i1s vast be~c:h£s and bogs, 
3rtraru h!lcers. The'S Morts by ;jrea, wiLh its out· 
standing tQttm poles, martne lire, hot sprlngs, 
lorcsu and mountain s~enery, Is unrivalltd in 
Can01da as a place to elCplote by water. 

BIUSTOt FoSUJt 

Que~:Ji. EU:zabcth Islands, NWT, g)'oup of Is· 
lands in the Canadi~n AJIGTJC AIICI!liELAGO ]yin!!; N 
of.a great balhomelllc Ltcnch composed of (E to 

. W) 1.4J!'CAsn!R sp; Barrow Str, Vjscount MdVII!e 
Sd and M'Cliue Str. The Islands lonna triangle at 

· the nonhem tlp of Can~da, with ~W~lf~SR!I a1 the 
apex and 1:1\iVO.II, CORI'!W.t.UJS, BATI!lJli.ST, ~~~m.vru.i 
and l'IUNCB P.A.TB.J~K across the ~se. !he isl;nds are 
turther (lrouped .u the Parry ls~nds (Printe Pal· 
rick, Mel'll!llc, MACK!'NZ!E ICIMC. Borden, Bathurn 
and Loug}u:ed) o)%ld the sverdnlp isl.lads (<W' 
IUMCM!$, AM~ PJNGIItS. 1\XEi. lttia!P.G. C:OBI\'W Al.l. 
and Ml':ighen). The tolal ~a of land In the group 
(about 42.5 000 km~) Is roughly equ\va!Cnt to one 
of the Prairie proVInces. Abc11~t one· fifth o! the 
lnnd is covered with land IC:E. with the ~rgcsr 
nia~s on Ellesmere ~d ron,enu:atlons on Devon 
sud Mel H~bei'J. Icc caps and glad.en cover a 
g."c:aler area lhan elseWhere tn the Nonb. owin.a 
10 the (OOler. shoncr summers and· the wide' 
spro:ad uplal'ds. • 
· T~ islands conSist of Cainbrl:1111ci Upper Oevo· 

nian rode$ formed durlng the late Silurian period 
(8" GEO~OGI~Al RIPORf) and ~gllln in the late De· 
vonl::~n. As a re!Mt or intense folding w t:rosion 
the \~lands are charac:teri~d by folding moun-
101\ns. In the eastern Islands (Ellesmere, A.'\1?1 
1!:e\bt:rg and Devon) rei!UlatitS. or the {olds'rlse 
over 2000 m - the h.lshCst poin1 in eastern N 
America lies In nortbem EllesmerE:. ElsC~Uherc 
the lane! I$ lower, much of itfom~ed of horizontal· 
ly embedded sediments, or peneplains. Spectacu• 
lar cliffs rise abgilc Lanc;s1er Sd on Devon f. 
Melville I is l~rgely fonned of an erosion platfom 
ofrotded rocks. Jlthaugh 1he Raglan P.ange in the 
NW approuches 915 m. The Islands ~long the~ 
margin gene~ally lie below the 150 m cOntour. 

The occupation of the QuecnEll:z.abcth Is by the: 
Inuit Is fairly· teC'e.I'L Their Europc:an tllscovcT}' 
maybe attributed to William SAFFIN (1616). How. 

'ever. thty we~e not rediscovered untU 1818. 
'l"'ben John Ross confirmed !heir e.Jdstence .. tn . 
l8l9 Party sailed to Melvllk I, namlng Devon, 
ComwaWs: llathum a11d By am· M~. The ex· 
ploration of the islandf. at the tum of the ('entury 
In cfica co.mplcted Tile geog.raphical discover:v of 
N A.mi:ric~. From 1898 to 1902 ·a Norwegian ex· · 
pcdition led by Ouo sv'ERDP.UP ~l.uvcyed lh.e N 
coast o! Devon. s ;jOd w (Ousts of Sllesmere. Axel. 
Heiberg, King ChJisU.an and the Ringnes islands. 
In 1916·17 V\lhjalmur STI!Ub!SSON round-Brock. 
Borden and Meighen islands. The Islands rem•\n 
remote and, except for. weather and research sta· 
!Ions, l.lrllnhabitcd. l1 ls known mat there i.s oil' 
and g.1s in lhc area, primarily in the Sverdrup 
Basin. Tht islands were n;rnedl.n.l9S) lor Queen 
Eli~abcth D. . JMU;s MARSH 
lmlifll8' M. Zaslo"'', ~d. A Cnitury of Co11ada't J.mi< 
li/aftds (199J). · 

, Queen· !!IIzabeth Way, co~cting Toronto 
with ~iagara Palls ~nd Fon J:rle, Om, w~s Cana· 
da'Sfirst4•lane, comrollcd·~ccess superhighway. 
Using' the latest con~pts In streamlined design, 
the highway 'I"'~S built. 10 ovcrcome local ttalfic 

bott!tneclc.s arid tO open the province to US mo• 
torisiS entering via the Peace·Bridge .ll :Fort Erie. 
Connruction began· ill tbe early Ill ~os on the 
Toronto-Burlina\on section, ftm called the Mid­
dle !i.oad·. The highway was offic:I~Uy opened by 
Queen Elizabeth, qucel'l eonson of 'King George 
VL •t St C;jtharlnts, ·7 June 193~. :Four lomes o{ 
pavement were completed to Fon Eric' in 1 !1$6. · 

~OBEliT M. STAMP 

Qucc:n's Co\IJlsel (QC), title conferred on 
lawyen by the CliOWN; also Xing's Coundl (KC) 
when the sovereign is a king. Origin~Uy awarded. 
to lho~c cansiclercd .,vorthy to argue cases for tbe 
Crown, in m.~~ny provi!lecs ilhas lost Its distinc­
tion, ~ing awarded to mosr pr~ct\Uo!'!Crs of gen· 
erally 1 o years or more ssandlng who ccrU'onn 
pol!ti~ally to the govemrnent In office: The title 
can be ccnfen:ed by either tbe province~ or the 
feder-i!l government. Dunes no longer :mach to 
the rank, whict> entitles holdcro to senloriry with­
in the proression and 10 wear ~ sUk ~hRll!S'I'Eil 
gown. . IC.."G. MCSJ'I.t.m; 

Queen's Plat!:, ;& st.ab:s ruce lor thoroughbred 
horoes. was fi~t Nn at the C3.IIcton &ace Track, 

. Toronto, on 2 7 June 1860."n reCt:i'ICd royal assent 
by Queen Viaorialn 1859: In 1918 ~nd 1919, to 
retain lts perpet\llty during WWI, Tile S9th and 
60t)l runninl,lS we~ S~[iled as fc~tUres of a Red­
Cross Horse Show in TQronto, the only ratillg 
held those 2 yeats. Tbus. it is the oldest irnlnttr~: 
rupted nal<.cs .race on the continent. (The Ken· 
tudty Derby's inaugural was lleld in l;J?5.) 

Politldans lobbied to holcl. the race in their con· 
stituendcs in !he early years. It was r~ced in On· 
tano at Toronlo, Guelph. St Cath:uines, Whitby,. 
Kingston. B!.t!'ic, Woodstock. Picton, London, 
Hamilton and Ott~wa bc:fore it scnled penna· 
ru:ntly, with: lhe Qu'ecn's approval, in Toxonto in 
1883.11'1 Its early year.; the race's auno~phcre rc~ 
sembled that of a counuy-falr meet. Two or 3 
heats. or triab. were nln to selca a winner. It w;:r,s 
claimed tha~ the race attr~ct£d a •ro'IO'dy' aowd, 
and th~re were chaJ1es or fixed race~. · · 

nte· race was ~ailed the Queen's. Plalc: until 
190_1, the yea.r afler Victoria's de~th, when It be• 
came the King's Pl;tte (after lSdward VII). It tc· 
vtned to thdormer name upon the ascen~lon of­
Elizabeth IT in 19$l. Gc:or11e VI (""ith bls queen 
_consort Elizabeth) was the first reigning monarch 
to :mend the race. at Woodbine race~:ack, Toron· 
10, in l939."'Ellzabcth ll and Prince Phlllp attelld­
ed the: lOOth running in 1959. The ra.a: Wa5 con· 
fined to Ontario·bred hon;es until 1944, w)1en .it 

- J. ' 

Queer> Mother <oll31~tulalinli joel<ey Gordon Moses at 
.em- 1981 NMins of lh' Qu~:s Platoo '(piiDto <PWrt<.IY . 
Mich-tl BM~• Plt~tr:g~lry Ltd), 

P.2 

was'opened 10 3-ye;'lt•olds [oah;d il 
race's distance varied !rom a mile 
miles until 19 57, when lt was !lzec 
a qu::r.~er. At th_at d!stan~.lhe ra~;e 

. SCI In .1960 by E.P. TAI'I,.OR'S VIa~ 
renowned NoP.nmuo~ ll.i.Nc;e,, a I<c 
;jnd Prcakn~ss'wiMer, and \hew 
sire In 198::1, won in <l;C2: I irt )96 
· Plate 11.1\rinen e~m ;t gift or ~0 gu 

!I'IOnarch. But tile lin.le purple bai 
rains. not guineas bu1 sovcrel~n 
guineas was discontinued by Geo 
fotebe~~. George I, instlu.necl the 1 
gulnus for thoroughbttd r~ce wi 
tion. that rctnal.\'ls today. 

Qlolcen's. Quarterly. fd U!9~ , 
largely on lhe initiative of Q\lco 
G.M. G!Wtt, Is the oldest ol Can< 
journals. At fltst. contributors w~r· 
ly from !he Queen's faC\llty ;but!n 
open to national and even intem.it 
tors. 11 alsa began to publisn l!alot 
the 1930~ the stones ofF.P. G~ov~ 
pages. &nd the Qllt1rtrr/y launched 
a writer. Its real floweri.fts ~gan \r 
ing lhe brld editonhlp af Malrolr. 
t\veJy sought to 'orlnathe Qlldn(. 
with the:: c:ulrent growth in Ca1 
Since that time the work qf many, , 
write~ hols app.:ared !nits pages. i: 
Hction wri.IErs Rudy WlltD~. Shell; 
mSEUA, Hugh ROO!> and John· Ml 

of poetS Margaret t.TWOot>. liVing 
I>Y, George BO...-!!IUNG, 'John ~s 
A.J.M. S!OoUTM alldTom WAY"""-'f, T 
continued to publish so:holarly , 
disciplines and has malruained a 
tion of book n:vlews. - Gs< 

Queea's Urdversby, Kin&st 
founded 1841. Queen's today is j 
dotJal and coeducational unlversi 

/from all parts of Cana4.1, the IJS a 
cr counlms. Nine out oi lQ Quef 
away fl:om hotne; thus. 11'\0Jt • u 
houn a day. This commlttncrit 
uibutes to the strongloyaltyo(gr 
<le}lts- lhc fa.Jti.OUS Queen's spir 

Queen's ha~ 13 faculties and s' 
age from ll:le origi!'all'aculty of. 
(est 1842)'to the Sc:hool olln.d 
(1983). The affiliated Q:ueen's · 
lege prepares student!i fmthc lll<: 
istry. Queen's is lllso a rn.Jjor re1 
in almos1 every aspect of he~W 
neerlng, basic:: sdcru:es. hum11011 
enccs. lt has centres ~ insri 
transponatlon, resou.!(l! dcvelo: 
governmental rcl~liops.lt is ihe 
emment- and lndusUy·suppon 
aoclectronics Corporation. h< 
include one o( Canada's 6-nt 

. broanes. Queen'i Archive' hous( 
no~blc and wlc:!£1y, usee! nong. 
lec::rlons or C~nadian lliitOricai 
(OUn~. ! 

Q\lcen's roots run d£qi in the 
Canada. It Is located in one of 
cities. ~d modern build!i\g5 blt 
stone build\ntls to provide a Iii 
-Cha Gheill" (a Gaelic banle Cl 
the sc:hool song), freshmc:n ~~ 
a smaU tbeologiQl calle;e m 

· ·reminders of Queen's Colkge. 
PR!SB'tTEIUA."' Church or Cillla 
with the Church o{ Scotland • < 
Slland· in 1341. On C~ 16 of 

_-reccivt:d ;z ~oyal CMrttr from C 
whom the new college \'135 nar 
on 7 M.1r 184-J.in arcntedbuil' 
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Lissa-

I didn It' have a lot of 'information on the II success stories II you 
w-ere looking for. The information I derived ;from :the materials I 
got ·from Nicole is summarized below;· Let_ me knor.:r where else I can 
look. 

SUMM:IT OF THE'AMERICAS: 

In receht decades, the health and living conditions of Latin 
·-.American and Caribbean· populations .have improved significantly· 
(based on mater~al arid infant mortality rates.and life expectancy 
rates)... 

However, this is only one-half of the story. Much of what we 
see in the rest of the hemispheie,.in terms of th~ problems they 
face; is oddly familiar to the United States. 

Probl~ms shared in common: 
e Improvell1ents iri the standard of living in Latin America have 

bene_fj,tted' social groups unequally.-~ In the early I ~OS I­

poverty: and indigence grew worse all over the region.·,_ 
unemployment rose, and income became more· unevenly . 
distributed. The _g~p betwe~n the highesi and lowest iqcome 
groups grew in terms of health and ed~catiort o~portunities.-

• Concerning children . 
alarming rates of 'domestic viol~nce and abuse 

:~ rise in teenage sexual activity 
increased use of drug~, alcohol, tobacco 
rise in violence and crime among the young 

Success stories: 
• ·Immunizations. 

Latin America has had great success with immuhizatirig its_ 
children. If. current trends continue until the_ ,year 2000,; 
diseases that only a generationago were_leading·causes of 
ill health, disability, and death in childhood will have: 
been eliminated by the turn of the century. 

e· -Safe and ample drinking water. . 
Universal.acces~ to an adequate supply of_ safe drinking 
Water is :a serious-- problem i_n' Latin America .. Incorporating 
community participation, cost sharing 1 and cost _recovery, 
_the Honduras government, with the help of .UNICEF, will 
achieve ihe g6a~ of universal access to clean water and 

· ~roper-sanitatlori·by the end of the century. (see att~ched) 

Poirits HRC can make since she's speaking to women: . __ 
• .Paul Kennedy says we need to redefine ·what constitutes as_a 

-threai to national- and international security, There exists 
-_vast non-m~litary threats to the safety and well~being of • 

I ,, 

... \ 
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---------------. . 

the people on.this planet which deserve attention [paraphrase] 

Women undersfand this and have natuially de~lt within thiS· 
real~ for centu~ies. 

• Health and education is the fundamental basis for personal· 
and.col1e"ctive well-beiqg in any society. Without.good 
health and proper-education for all the people of a given 
country 1 that. country is. impeded from: developing 1 from 
advancing. · · · 

. ··--. 

' . 
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By means of suCh strategieS ,:... '· 
including community' participation. 

. cost sharing, and cost.reco~e . - uni­
versa access .to c ean water arid san: 
1tat10n can be achieve end of 

. capacity of basic serJic.es like water : e century. The· cost oLdrilling wells: 
· ~nd sanitation simply to maintain the , · · aiid instaillng pumps is no l?nger pro-

T. he cities of the developing world 
are growing th~ee times as fa~t as 

rural ~reas. Within 15 years,, ha'if the 
developing world's population will be 
urban. Cities ;,ill ha_ve to do.ubl'e· the 

status quo. hibitive. A dec~de ago it cost $9,500 to . 
· ·. Tegucigalpa, tlie capital of Hon- .. sihk a handpump-equipped borehole 

· -duras, offers an example.of both the. in the· Sudan. Today, that cost is down 
problem ahd a promising solution. In· to $2,800. 
20 years, its population has trebled to But it is' equally obvious that the 
750,000 as migrants from the country, goal of universal access will riot be · 
side have come in search of,jobs. Two achiev~d by currel)t strategies. 
thirds of them liv~ in the shanty' towns Of the estimated-$10 billion a year. 
known as barrios marginales: spent by governments and· aid~ giving. 

Most barrio dwellers ·buy water for couritries on water supply, only ~bout 
· washing and drinking f~om private $2 billion' is · helping to fin'ance 
·vendors. The warer is often unsafe, schemes like, the one :in . Honduras 
and they pay ten tinies as much' per ~hi~h provide a .low-cost servi_ce · .. 
gallon as residents who are con- . based on handpump-equipped bore­
nected to the public water system. · holes ar)d street .or yard 'water-stand- ' 

. Lack,of'adequate water and safe sani- . pipes serving· primarily t~e poor. The. 
tation means frequent illnes~ arid poor other .$8 billion is allocated to rela, 
growth:, one in ten children dies tively high-cost systems- water treat-
b~fore reachi~g the age of five .:.. a ment plants, pumping stations, 
third ~of the deaths being from diar- individual household water supply, 
rhoeal disease. . and hig,hly mechanized s~\11/age. sys~ 
' In 1987, the Honduran national · terns - serving mostly the better~off, 
water and sanitation .agency,. with communities. Most governments are 

·UNICEF support, launched an inn ova- als.o sutis'i~lzing the operation and 
tive programme using independ~nt maintenance c~sts by. a's much as 
wells, communaltanks, and trucks to 70%. 
provide water in poor neighbour- ~pproximately 1:2 billion people in . 
hoods. Within five years, more than the developing world are today denied 
50,000 people in . 26 barri()S were a~cess to, a bare. mi~imum. of safe .. ' 

. getting water from safe, reliabl.e and · drinking wat~r. On pre'sentpatterns of . 
. permanent sources, cutting annual progress, an estimated. ·no · miilion 
household water expenditure from. piwpie will still be'without safe water 
40% of income to only 4%' ... ' ', . ·by the . end of tlie ,century, and the 

. The cornerstone of the Hond~ras number. of .people without adequate 
I . , 

. 'strategy is the community water sanitation will have . increased. to 
board elected by each ba~rio. Boards . approximately 1.9 billion. 
recruit volunteer labour, manage and . The. message of the last decade 
maintain the water system, send. bills : could not be clearer: The year 2000 
to users and, ultimately, repay the ' _goal of making s,afe water and sanita­
investme.nt made by UNICEF and the . tion available to' all can be achieved·.:_ 

. Government. In a parallel UNICEF pro~ but only by restructuring. governinerit 
. jec~. many _families showed willing- expenditures ·~nd internati~nal'aid in 

ness to pay for decent sanitation by favour of low-co·st community-based . 
taking out- and repaying'-:loans to ·strategies for the poorest. 0 

. build sanitary units. 



'1,-

... 

-:/ 

r 

. : I 
.!\• . / . _/'"' 
.~ 

/ ··~··~~··. 
J'~ ,· .. ·· ... ·. ' 

---. 
. ~· 

.. \, 

Less.SeX,.or More Colltraception? 
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It is encouraging that,.according_to_ilie Nation~ percent.of Ame~ican girls a~d 73 percent of Ameri~ 
al Center for Health-Statistics,the rate oTDrrths to • cari boys h~l\ie had intercourse before their 18th 

. ' ·y;· ...... ·· 
',. gir!§_aged-rs:fo.u has· declined by twd percenta~ · birthday. In 1990, the'overall rate for l5-t0-17-year­

p6ints, the first d'rop=s·mce rg·ss:=But=i[Js""nqCyet olcls was 41 percent. . . . .. . . 
cause for· celebr(ltion, not wheri. tne pregnancy rate . ·. Whatever the reason for the decline in pregnan­
among American teen-agers remains the highest of .·· ci~~. youngsters need to be counseled abou~ both 
the world's industrialized· countries. . . . absUrience and contraceptives. Some teen-agers 

. 1\l~lioughllfe"'Family Research ouncil, a con- ' ·,~~ip;ffspond to the first message;· othe.rs to the 
servat1ve organization, attrib s ·th . drop to • seconCI. Above all, teen-agers should be gwen good 

row'ing movement tow · stinence among high reasons to delay parenthood. Neitherappea!sJo join 
sch ," ers. credit a .more faithful use. the so-called"virgip movement" nor any amount of 
of-contraceptives. in response to the AIDS epidemic.' .·free condoms -.useful in preventing pregnancies, 
They note thaJ the proportion o(leen-agers who . AIDS and other sexually trarysmitted diseases.:-·. 

., report having had sexu'al intercourse is still in- will deter ,sexual fecklessness 1f adolescents cannot · 
creasing, hardly evide'nce of abstinence. At leas( 56. see a rationale for responsibility; . . ' . . ' . 

'Rebuilding City $ch6ols 
· · The ~ystem of repairing New Yor~ Cityschobls . ~t ll)ore respOnsive by shifting som~ <;lecision-rrtak~ 
is badly mismanaged and, inadequate to the task ... ing to.the borough leveL The cornmissionwould go 

·That' is ·'the overwhelming conclusion of a special . even furthe~ .. It would not ~mly decentralize but 
.. commi~sion appointed by 'Schools Chancellor Ra~ privatize some repair operations. Local boards 

mon · Cortiries to recommend ways: to overhaul the w~uld be given more· authority 4> solve their own. 
Board of Education's maintenance operation. ,The . needs~ ,A;t the same time, the division would help set / 
two most important needs are more innovation and · overall standards while improving its own'capacltY, 
more money. The prospects for significimt amounts ·.to. monitor the work. . ' .• 

.·of new money are poor. But better management. · · · · The in'tended result is in ore flexible mainte-
. would. make a stronger case for east .:effective ,new ' nance arrangements. Selected .locai boards would, 
funding. As the. commission points· out, deferring for example, be allowed to hire management ccm-' ·' · 
'maintenan~e now means mor~ taxpayer dollars fo~· panies that handle. commercial .properties to do 
capital i~provements later on; · · . · maintenance··and repairs. Custodians in those. dis-· 

... , . The first order of business .is to shake 'up the tJ;icts would step aside and fill ~aeancies elsewhere. 
board's Division of School Facilities, which, togeth- .. Distri~ts would have to earn the right·to participate 
er with. school. custodians, has resp<)nsibility for ·in this experiment by having a record f~ee of fiscal -
maintaining an~ ,repairing the: city's more than improprieties or a hist~ry of pa,tronage. 
l ,000. school buildings. The division calculates that.. More flexible arrangements are essential.. But 

· .. only 29 of the buildir:tgs are problem-free, with an ultimately; what is most essential is money: The · 
estimated ba,cklog of maintenance requests that..· commission 'notes that the system does not spend .. 
will 'cost $227 million. · · · · . · '.. enough now .. on cleaning and maintenance .. If the 

In June .Chancello'r Cortines propos~ stream-·. Board. of Education 'proves th.at it' can be more 
· lining the division, cutting about 300 technical and . efficient, then the city and state should help find 
administrative positio~s."' He also proposed to make funds to ~eep sch~ls frorri ciumbliJlg. • · 

'.I 
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Welcome to all of my colleagues and friends from across the 
Americas, and to all of our distinguished guests. 

It is an honor and privilege for me to host this wonderful 
symposium here in Miami. Let me begin by expressing my gratitude 
to the First Ladies of Latin America and the Caribbean for your 
help and guidance in preparing for this session. Your 
extraordinary efforts in previous First Ladies' meetings in 
Colombia, Costa Rica, and most recently in st. Lucia, have 
provided a foundation for all of our work -- today and into the 
future. 

I hope that in the course of our gathering here, and in the 
weeks and months ahead, we will learn much from each other and 
find new inspiration to make children, families, and women a 
priority across our hemisphere. 

Today, we live in an age of great promise -- and great peril 
-- for the 130 million children of the Americas. Great promise 
because our children are our lifeline to prosperity and democracy 
in the decades ahead. Great peril because, from the Queen 
Elizabeth Islands [northernmost Canada] to Tierra del Fuego, our 
children are shouldering burdens rarely encountered by older 
generations. 

Children suffering from hunger, poverty, homelessness, 
inadequate health care, disease, illiteracy, violence, and abuse 
are not confined to a single nation or a single continent. The 
cries of desperate children are sadly heard in every nation 
represented here. And it is the plight of those children that 
brings us together today, not just as the spouses of heads of 
state or as representatives of our governments, but as mothers, 
sisters, daughters, grandmothers, aunts, neighbors and friends 
who believe that every child in every country deserves a fair 
chance in life. 

The political leaders convening at this historic summit have 
set forth an agenda to promote prosperity and democracy 
throughout the hemisphere through trade initiatives, sustained 
development, and more effective government. 
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Today, summit leaders are outlining goals to ensure the 
economic, social and physical well-being of children: 

The proposed Summit Plan of Action calls for universal 
access to education so that all children, regardless of economic 
or social status, racial or ethnic origin, or gender, will 
receive the basic tools necessary to become full members of 
society. The goal of requiring children to attend primary school 
is also under discussion. If this goal is achieved, it will help 
eradicate child labor and give children a greater hope of 
acquiring the skills and knowledge needed to compete in a modern 
global economy. 

The proposed Summit Plan of Action calls for equitable 
access to basic health services, which will be particularly 
beneficial to children, who are most vulnerable to illnesses and 
unhealthy living conditions. 

Specific programs being recommended will address child, 
infant, and maternal mortality rates, as well as increasing 
immunization efforts to eradicate childhood diseases, such as 
measles, that still afflict too many children. We need only look 
to the disappearance of new polio cases in the Western hemisphere 
to know the success of these immunization programs. 

We all know that the role of caregiver is crucial to the 
development of healthy and secure children. And we all know that 
the primary caregivers in society most often are women. The 
Summit proposal to strengthen the role of women will increase 
opportunities for women to participate in all spheres of life 
political, social, and economic. 

Empowering women with economic self-reliance, education, and 
protection against violence is not only a valuable step forward 
in itself. It's an important step forward for children.· 

While we recognize'that our political leaders are 
responsible for devising policies and programs to meet these 
important goals, we also know that, as First Ladies, we have a 
significant role to play. 

Just as advocacy organizations, social institutions, and 
dedicated individuals are critical to our progress, we, too, can 
help push the agenda forward in our respective countries. 

When it comes to children's issues, women have a special 
calling. And that's why we have a duty to raise our voices for 
the voiceless -- our children, the youngest and most vulnerable 
among us. 

This week I've had particular reason to think about the 
difference one woman alone can make in society, even against 
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extraordinary odds. My friend, Elizabeth Glaeser, died last 
weekend after losing a long battle with AIDS. 

Elizabeth contracted HIV through a blood transfusion while 
hemorraghing during the delivery of her first child, Ariel. 
Unbeknownst to her, her daughter, and then a son born later, also 
contracted the virus. 

When Elizabeth learned that she and her children had been 
infected with HIV, she dedicated herself to raising awareness 
about AIDS. From a small office in Los Angeles, she created the 
Pediatric AIDS Foundation, which has raised over $30 million 
since its founding in 1988. 

She often said she was motivated and strengthened by the 
memory of her daughter, who died four years ago at the age of 
seven. Her son, now 10, lives every day with HIV. 

If Elizabeth could contribute so much on behalf of children, 
I know we can too. Of course, we will not all be involved in the 
same ways. Each of us must find a venue appropriate to our own 
situation as First Lady or government representative. But 
whatever role we choose represents a rare opportunity to make a 
difference in the lives of tens of millions of children -- and in 
the future of all of the Americas. 

There is an urgency to our mission. More than half of our 
population in this hemisphere is under age 23. Ushering children 
into the world is, of course, the province of families. But 
building safe and nurturing communities for them to grow up in . 
• • making sure they have access to schools that teach them to 
read and write . . . protecting them from avoidable diseases . . 
• training them for productive adulthoods. . . and honoring their 
rights in the face of violence and abuse -- these are our 
collective responsibility. 

As the African [?] saying goes: "It takes a village to raise 
a child." (Hillary: Melanne says you like a quote that goes 
something like this .... do you know who said it, or where I can 
find the exact phrase?} 

To be sure, our challenges differ from country to country, 
and our recipes for progress may require different ingredients. 
The purpose of this gathering is not to prescribe one solution, 
but to share ideas and opinions and learn from each other's 
experiences. 

Here in the United States, for example, we are not doing 
enough to ensure that women receive adequate pre- and post-natal 
health care, particularly poor women and teenagers. In 1992, 22 
percent of pregnant women in this country received no pre-natal 
care. 
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As the rest of the world knows all too well, our nation is 
struggling against an epidemic of gun violence that daily claims 
the lives of children in our cities and towns. Today, gun 
violence is the second leading cause of death for children in the 
United States between the ages of 10 and 14 (ck?]. 

Combined with violence is an equally disturbing scourge of 
narcotics use among our young people. (more on this?) 

At the same time, we are making progress on behalf of some 
of our children -- progress that is visible right here in Miami. 
Just yesterday I had the opportunity to visit Drew Elementary 
School and Jackson Memorial Hospital -- two institutions that 
have achieved remarkable successes in disadvantaged communities. 

Drew is located in a predominantly African-American 
neighborhood. Community leaders in Miami devised a cultural 
exchange program in which students from Drew and a predominantly 
Hispanic school called Seminole Elementary come together for a 
variety of activities that promote tolerance and understanding. 
To enhance communication across cultures, students at Drew take 
Spanish from the second grade on. 

Jackson Memorial Hospital, which is affiliated with the 
University of Miami, has the difficult task of caring for some of 
the poorest and neediest residents of this city. The newborn 
intensive care unit that I visited yesterday serves the highest 
risk population in Dade County -- but the hospital has achieved 
the lowest infant mortality rates in the state. 

The hospital also has devised innovative ways for serving 
its community. A mobile van brings doctors and nurses to those 
who might otherwise go without necessary treatment and care. 

In every one of our nations, dedicated, energetic people are 
working on the front lines to solve some of our most intractable 
problems. The purpose of the summit, and of this gathering, is to 
educate each other about our challenges and our successes -- and 
to make our efforts more cooperative by sharing the knowledge and 
experience each of us holds within us. 

When we return to our capitals, I hope we will be guided not 
only by documents, policy papers, and official pronouncements, 
but also by the desire in our hearts to see that all children 
have the gift of hope in their lives. 

In the words of Gabriela Mistral, the great Chilean 
educator, poet, and Nobel prize winner for literature: "Let me be 
more maternal than a mother; able to love and defend with all of 
a mother's fervor the child that is ,not flesh of my flesh. Grant 
that I may be successful in molding one of my pupils into a 
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perfect poem, and let me leave within her deepest-felt melody 
that she may sing for you when my lips shall sing no more." 

Thank you for coming to Miami, and for joining together in 
this important cause. 

[Introduce UNICEF video) 

### 
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Welcome to all "of my colleague~f and friends ·from across the 
Americas,. and· .to all of· our distinguished guests. 

_ It is an honor and 'priviiege for me to host this wonderful 
'symposium here in Miami. Let ·me begin by expressing my gratitude 
to the First Ladies of Latin America, the Garibbean, and canada 
for your he'lp and guidance·· in preparing for :this session. Your 

. -extraordinary e,fforts in previous First Ladies' meetings in 
· Colombia, Costa Rica, and most recently in .st. Lucia, have 
provided a' foundation -for al·l' ·of our. work -- today' and into the 
future. · 

I hope that in the course of our 
1

gathering p_ere, and in the 
weeks and months\ ahead, we will learn much from each other and 
find new inspiration to ·ad<iress the needs of children, families,· 
and·- women_ acros_s our hemisphere. ' · ·· 

Today, we live in. an· age of great promise-- and great peril 
for 'the 130 million children of the.Americas. ·Great promise 

because our children are our lifeli,ne .to prosperity and democracy· 
in the -decades aheap.. And we all take pleasure in knowing that · 
there are millions of happy, healthy childrenacross the Americas 

·whose futures are filled with hope. 
, 

But there are perils too',: because ··from' the Queen Elizabeth. 
Islands to Tierra del Euego, 'our children are shouldering burdens 
rarely encountered by'older_generations. · 

Children suffering from hunger, poverty, home~essness, 
/iJ1adequate health care, disease, illiteracy, violence, and-abuse 
are not confined to a single .nation or a single co,ntinent .. The 
cries·of.desperate·children are sadly heard in-every nation 

· represented· here .. Anci. it is the plight of those children that 
brings us together tod~y, not.just as the spouses of heads of 
state or as-'representativesof our -governments, but as mothers, 
sisters, daughters, grandmothers, .aunts, neighbors and friends 
who believe that every child in every·couri~ry deserves a fair 
chance in life.· · 

. The poli:tical- leaders. convening'at this historic summit-have 
set forth an agenda to promote prosperity and democracy ' ' 
throughout the hemisphere through trade initiatives, sustainable 
development, and,more effective government. 

' ) . 
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. . Tod~y, summit l~ader·s . are· outlining ·goals ·to ensure the 
economic,.· s9cial. and. physical well-being of children, ,which Dr. 
Alleyne wirl outline later in_greater detail: . 

The proposed summit Plan of Action calls_for universal 
access to education so that all children, regardless of economic 
or sociai status, .racial. or ethnic o~igin, 6r gender, will . · 
receive the basic tools necessary to become full members of 

· society .. The goal of requiring children to attend and complete· 
primary school is also under discussion. If this goal is .. 

. achieved, it will help eradicate child labor and give·children a 
greater hope of acquiring the skills and knowledge needed in a 
modern 'global economy_. . 

Beyond the important issue of scho'ol attendance, the summit 
initiative on education also 'addresses the nutr,i tional' needs of 
children so' they can· learn more effectively. 

. . ·. ~ - ' ' . 

The proposed summit Pian of -Action calls for equitable 
~ccies~· to basic healtb s~rvices, which will be particularly 
beneficial to children, who are most Vulnerable to illnesses and 
unhealthy living conditions. 

Specific programs being recommended will address qh:j..ld, 
infant, and maternal mortality rates, as well as increasing 
immunization efforts to eradica;te childhood diseases, such as 
measles, that still afflict too many children. We need only look 
to· the disappearance of new polio ca·ses in the Western hemisphere 
'to know th~ success of· t~ese immunization programs. . 

.r, We all know· that· the role of caregiver is crucial t'q the 
developm~nt of healthy and secure children. And we all know .that 
the primary caregivers iri society most often are women. The 
summit proposal to strengthen the role of women will increase 
opportunities. for wom~n to participate in all s~hefes qf life 
politic~t~ social, and economic. · 

\ . \ . ' . ' 

Empowering.women with economic self-reliance, access to. 
q1.1ality health care arid educati~n is not_only a valuable_ step 
forward .in itself. It.'s. an iinportant step forward for children.· 

/ 

_ · Whil.e we recognize that our political leaders are 
'responsible for devising policies and pr:egrams to .meet these 
important goals, we also know tha1:,. as First Ladies, wehave a 
significant role to play. 

Just as advoc~cy organizations, social institutions, and 
'dedicated individuals ·are- cri~ical to progress, w~~ too~ c~n help 
push the agenda forward i~ our respective countr~~s. 

When it comes to children's issues,· women have a special 
c'alling. And· that's why we· have .a· ·duty to raise 'our voices for 
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the voiceless , .:.,;._ our _children, ·the, youngest imd most vulnerable 
among us. 

_ This week I'~~ had part,icular reason' to think about the . 
difference one woman alone c'an make on behalf of children, even: 
against extraordinary- odds. My friend, Elizabeth Glaeser, died-

. last weekend after losing a iong :battle with-AIDS. . 

Elizabeth' cpnt~acted HIV through 'a blood transfusion while. 
hemorrhag,ing during the. delivery. of her first ·child,. Ari~l. 
Unbeknownst tt:) her,- her .daughter, and then_ a son born later, also 
con~r~cted the virus. 

. . When Elizabeth learned that. she and her' children had· been 
infected with HIV~ she dedicated· herself ,to raising awareness 
about AIDS. From a ·small office· in· Los Angeles, .she created the 
Pediatric AIDS Foundation, which.has raised over $30 million . 
since its founding i'n 1988. 

·Elizabeth often said she was motivated and strengthened by 
the memory of her. daugpter' who died four years ago at the age of 
seven. Her son,, now 10, lives with HIV every day. 

If Elizabeth could continue to contribute so much on behalf 
of children throughout her own illness, ·I know we can make our · · 
own contril:;mtions too~ Of course,, -We .will not all be involved in 
the same ways, or even on precisely the same i,ssues. I know, for 
example, that AIDS is· not; as prevalent 1 in many of your countries 
_as'it i~ in mine. That's why each of us must find a ·venue 
appropriate.to'our own situation as First Lady or government 
representative. ·But whate'ver,role. We'choose represents a rare 
opportunity t6 make a /difference in the lives of tens of millions 
of children -- and in.the future of all of the Americas. 

There is. an urgency, to O\lr mis,sion. More than half of our 
population in this hemisphere is under age 23.· Ushering children 
.into the world is,. of course, the province of ·families. But · · . 
. building safe and nurturing communities for them to grow up in~· 
.• · • m~king sure they. have accE~ss to . schools that. teach them, to 
read and· write •. · . • protecting. them· from avoidable diseases· . . 
• training- them for productive adulthoods .. ' ~--and honoriJ1g' their 
rights in .. the face of violence and abuse these are our 
collective responsibflities. · · · 

This co~cept was eloquently expressed.J.n a pastoral letter 
issued in the. Un.ited States severa;L years ago by the Natiqnal . 

. _ Conference of catholic Bishops. In that letter, · enti tle_d Putting · 
. Children and 'Families Firpt ,. the . bishops;. said: 

"No-government' can love.a child, and no policy can 
substitute for a family''s care. But, government can either 
support or undermine families. There has been an unfortunate, 
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unnecessary·and unreal polarization.in [the] discussion [of] how 
best to help families. Th'e undeniable fact' is 'that our children's 
future' is shaped both by the values of.their.parents and the 
policies of our-nation." · 

As adults, we must take responsibility for ourchildren so 
that they can learn· to take responsibility for· themselves. And we 
must insist that society's most vital institutions --:- family, 
sc~ool, and ·church'--:- create the condition~ necessary for ou:r; 
children to fulfill all their God-given potential. · · 

To ·be· sure, our challenges differ 'from country to country, 
and.our recipes for progress may require different ingredients. 
The purpose of this gathering is not to prescribe one solution, · 
but to share ideas and opinions and learn from each other's 
experiences~ 

. ' ·. \ 

.Here in the United States, for example, we are not doing 
enough to ensure that women receive adequate pre- and post-natal 
health care, particularly poor. women and teenagers. ·In 1992, i2 
percen_t -Of. pregnant women .. in this_ country received n? pre;_n~tal 
care. 

' 
. As the rest of the world knows_all too well, my-nation faces 

significant chilllenges in stopping an.epidemic,of.gun violence 
that "·daily claims the ·lives of children· in our cities and towns. 
Today, homicide is the ·leading cause of death for African 
American youth in the United states and violence is the second 
'leading cause of.death for youngsters between the ages of 10 and 
14. ' -

Combined with violence is an equally disturbing scourge 9f 
narcotics use among ~ur young people. Illegal drugs are readily 
available in too ~any communities in the United states, and· even ('· 
in some of our schools. Studies show·that as many·as seven 
mil~ion children abuse·alcoho;t.'and drugs to some extent 

At the· same tiine, we are: making progress on behalf_ of some · 
·· of our childr.en -- progre~s tbat is visible right here in Miami. 
Just yesterday I had the ·opportunity to visitJackson Memorial. 
~ospital and Drew Elementary School -- two institutions that have 
achieved·remarkable·successes in disadvantaged communities~ ' 

Jackson.Mem6rial Medical :center, which is affiliated with 
the University of Miami, has .the difficult task-of' caring for 
some ,of the poorest and neediest residents of this city. The 

·newborn intensive care unit that I vi.sited yesterday serves the 
highest risk population in Dade County -- but the hospital has . 

. ·achieved ,the lowest infant morta'lity. rates in the state. ' 

The hospital· also has .devised innovative ways-of serving its 
community. A mobile van brings doctors and-nurses to those who 
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might otherwise go without.necessary treatment and care. 

D~ew Elementary Sch~oi'. is' lo;Cated. in a
1 
predomin~ntly 

African'-American neighborhood. Community leaders devised a . 
cultural exchange· program. iri which .students . from _Drew and a · 
pr-edominantly Hispanic school called Seminole Elementary come. 
togeth~r for a ~ari~ty of activltie~~that promote tolerance and 
understanding •. To enhance communication acros·s cultures, students 
at Drew take Spanish from the second grade on~ · 

·-......:/ 

The positive.eduqational·climate· at Drew.is'reflected in the 
student attenQance rate: 95 percent of the school's students. come. 
to class every 'day.. · 

Orew ha·s succeeded because parents, teachers,· the school 
principal and community leaders have workedhard to create an 

. environment where children feel ··safe, secure,·. and_ confident that 
they will thrive. The adults have_taken·responsibility; arid the. 

·children are learning to·take responsibility as well. 
' 1, ' ' • 

' 
In every one of our nations, dedicated, energetic, and 

caring people are battling on the front lines to solve some of 
. SC?Ciety's most vexing. problems. The 'purpose Of tl:lis gathering .is 
to educate each. other about our challenges and·_ our successes .-- . 
and to make ourefforts more cooperative by sharing the knowledge 
and experience each of us holds within us. . . . . 

. . . . ' \ . . - . . 
When we return to.our cap1tals, I hope we w1ll not be guided 

solely by documents, policy'papers, ·and official pronouncements, 
but also by the desire ln.ou,r hearts to see that: all ·children \-
~ave the g~ft of,hope,in t&eir lives. · 

. In the<.words of Gabrie·la Mistral [Mee-strall], the ·visionary 
Chilean educator,.poet, and Nobel prize winner for-literature: 
"Let me be more maternal than a·mother; able to love 'and defend 
with all of a mother.'s f.ervor the child that is not flesh. of my 

· flesh.,,. 

As she once.saic1:~ "Many things we need can wait. The child 
cannot • .. ~ ·To him·, we ca~not say· tomorrow. His name is today. " 

. Thank you for . coming to Miami, ~.and for joining together in 
this important cause. 

And now, let us go ·. froni words . to deeds~ 

[Introduce UNICEF video] 

'### 
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TO: Hillary Rodham Clinton 
FROM: Lissa Muscatine ~ 
RE: Keynote remarks for Symposium 

A few things about the speech: 

1) I doubt if anyone cares, but in case someone asks if children 
actually live in the Queen Elizabeth Islands in northernmost 
Canada (there is a reference to them in paragraph 4), the answer 
is: Yes, Inuit Eskimos. 

2) FYI: Gabriela Mistral [Mee-strall] of Chile is arguably the 
most famous Hispanic woman poet and a literary figure admired 
throughout Central and South America. She frequently wrote about 
motherhood, family, etc. She also was a teacher. In 1945 she won 
the Nobel Prize for literature, becoming the first Latin American 
man or woman to win. She died in 1957. 
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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODBAM CLINTON 
REMARKS FOR THE FIRST LADIES' SYMPOSIUM ON 

CHILDREN OF THE AMERICAS 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 

DECEMBER 10, 1994 

[Acknowledgements] 

Welcome to all of my colleagues and friends from across theA 
Americas, and to all of our distinguished guests. ~AJiir-

It is an honor and privilege for me to host this wo~ierful 
symposium here in Miami. Let me begin by expressing my gratitude 
to the First Ladies of Latin America ~the caribbean(for your 
help and guidance in preparing for this session. Your 
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extraordinary efforts in previous First Ladies' meetings in 
Colombia, Costa Rica, and most recently in st. Lucia, have 
provided a foundation for all of our work -- today and into the 
future. 

I hope that in the course of our gathering here, and in the 
weeks and months ahead, we will learn much from each other and 
find new inspiration =~~c.hildren, families, and women~ 

~ ~r~ across our h~e~ 
\~lu \------~Today, we live in an age~f ~~ :lomise -- and great peril 

¥ -- for the 130 million children of the Americas. Great promise 
because our children are our lifeline to prosperity and democracy 
in the decades ahead. Great peril because, from the Queen 
Elizabeth Islands [northernmost Canada] to Tierra del Fuego, our 
children are shouldering burdens rarely encountered by older 
generations. 

Children suffering from hunger, poverty, homelessness, 
inadequate health care, disease, illiteracy, v4:o±ence, and abuse 
are not confined to a single nation or a single continent. The 
cries of desperate children are sadly heard in every nation 
represented here. And it is the plight of those children that 
brings us together today, not just as the spouses of heads of 
state or as representatives of our governments, but as mothers, 
sisters, daughters, grandmothers, aunts, neighbors and friends 
who believe that every child in every country deserves a fair 
chance in life. 

The political leaders convening at this historic summit have 
set forth an agenda to promote prosperity and democracy ~.0 
throughout the hemisphere through trade initiatives, sustained-~ 
development, and more effective government. 
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Today, summit leaders are outlining goals to ensure the 
economic, social and physical well-being of children: , 

The proposed Summit Plan of Action calls for universal~ l~~ 
access to education so that all children, regardless of ec~nomic/ Q,}{) •• ~ 
or social status, racial or ethnic origin, or gender, will \~'if 
receive the basic tools necessary to become full members of \~ ~, 
society. The goal of requiring children to attend primary schoo~ ~ ~ 
is also under discussion. If this goal is achieved, it will help 
eradicate child labor and give children a greater hope of 
acquiring the skills and knowledge needed to compete in a modern 
global economy~ 

The proposed Summit Plan of Action calls for equitable 
access to basic health services, which will be particularly 
beneficial to children, who are most vulnerable to illnesses and 
unhealthy living conditions. 

Specific programs being recommended will address child, 
infant, and maternal mortality rates, as well as increasing 
immunization efforts to eradicate childhood diseases, such as 
measles, that still afflict too many children. We need only look 
to the disappearance of new polio cases in the Western hemisphere 
to know the success of these immunization programs. 

We all know that the role of caregiver is crucial 
development of healthy and secure children. And we all 
the primary caregivers in society most often are women. The 
Summit proposal to strengthen the role of women will increase 
opportunities for women to participate in all spheres of life 
political, social, and economic. 

Empowering women with economic self-reliance, education, and 
LC~o~ec~~on aga~is not only a valuab~e step forward 

1n 1tself. It's an important step forward for ch1ldren. 

While we recognize that our political leaders are 
responsible for devising policies and programs to meet these 
important goals, we also know that, as First Ladies, we have a 
significant role to play. 

Just as advocacy organizations, social institutions, and 
dedicated individuals are critical to our progress, we, too, can 
help push the agenda forward in our respective countries. 

When it comes to children's issues, women have a special 
calling. And that's why we have a duty to raise our voices for 
the voiceless -- our children, the youngest and most vulnerable 
among us. 

~ This week I've had particular reason to think about the 
\ erence one woman alone can m:ke in society, even against 



extraordinary odds. My friend, Elizabeth Glaeser, died last 
weekend after losing a long battl,e with AIDS. 

Elizabeth contracted HIV through a blood transfusion while 
hemorraghing during the delivery of her first child, Ariel. 
Unbeknownst to her, her daughter, and then a son born later, also 
contracted the virus. 

~J~N When Elizabeth learned that she and her children had been 
i>. . ,infected with HIV, she dedicated herself to raising awareness . 
~ . ~about ~IDS. From a small office in Los Angeles, she created the 
'~~~·Pediatric AIDS Foundation, which has raised over $30 million 

,~ ~ since its founding in 1988. 

~ ~~ . . q ~~V) She often sa1.d she was mot1.vated and strengthened by the 
~ ·;~memory of her daughter, who died four years ago at the age of 
~ . seven. Her son, now 10, lives every day with HIV. 

~· If Elizabeth could contribute so much on behalf of children, 
~ I know we can too. Of course, we will not all be involved in the 

~ same wa~ach of us must find a venue appropriate to our own 
~ ~~s'i"''Euatron a's First Lady or government representative. But 
~ whatever role we choose represents a rare opportunity to make a 
~ ~ difference in the lives of tens of millions of children -- and in 
\~~ the future of all of the Americas. 

There is an urgency to our mission. More than half of our 
population in this hemisphere is under age 23. Ushering children 
into the world is, of course, the province of families. But 
building safe and nurturing communities for them to grow up in . 
• . making sure they have access to schools that teach them to 
read and write • . • protecting them from avoidable diseases . . 
• training them for productive adulthoods ••. and honoring their 
rights in the face of violence and abuse -- these are our 
collective responsibility. 

As the African [?] saying goes: "It takes a village to raise 
a child." [Hillary: Melanne says you like a quote that goes 
something like this •... do you know who said it, or where I can 
find the exact phrase?} 

To be sure, our challenges differ from country to country, 
and our recipes for progress may require different ingredients. 
The purpose of this gathering is not to prescribe one solution, 
but to share ideas apd opinions and learn from each other's 
experiences. 

Here in the United States, for example, we are not doing 
enough to ensure that women receive adequate pre- and post-natal 
health care, particularly poor women and teenagers. In 1992, 22 
percent of pregnant women in this country received no pre-natal 
care. 
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As the rest of the world knows all too well, our nation is 
struggling against an epidemic of gun violence that daily claims 
the lives of children in our cities and towns. Today, gun 
violence is the second leading cause of death for children in the 
united states between the ages of 10 and 14 [ck?]. d 

Combined with violence is an equally disturbing scourge of 
narcotics use among our young people. [more on this?] 

At the same time, we are making progress on behalf of some 
of our children -- progress that is visible right here in Miami. 
Just yesterday I had the opportunity to visit Drew Elementary 
School and Jackson Memorial Hospital -- two institutions that 
have achieved remarkable successes in disadvantaged communities. 

Drew is located in a predominantly African-American 
neighborhood. Community leaders in Miami devised a cultural 
exchange program in which students from Drew and a predominantly 
Hispanic school called Seminole Elementary come together for a 
variety of activities that promote tolerance and understanding. 
To enhance communication across cultures, students at Drew take 
Spanish from the second grade on. 

Jackson Memorial Hospital, which is affiliated with the 
University of Miami, has the difficult task of caring for some of 
the poorest and neediest residents of this city. The newborn 
intensive care unit that I visited yesterday serves the highest 
risk population in Dade County -- but the hospital has achieved 
the lowest infant mortality rates in the state. 

The hospital also has devised innovative ways for serving 
its community. A mobile van brings doctors and nurses to those 
who might otherwise go without necessary treatment and care. 

In every one of our nations, dedicated, energetic people are 
working on the front lines to solve some of our most intractable 
problems. The purpose of the summit, and of this gathering, is to ~n 
educate each other about our challenges and our successes -- and \~~ 
to make our efforts more cooperative by sharing the knowle~e and \~ 
experience each of us holds within us. . ~~v 

When we return to our capitals, I hope we will be guided not ~v1~ 
only by documents, policy papers, and official pronouncements, ~ 'P 
but also by the desire in our hearts to see that all children 
have the gift of hope in their lives. 

In the words of Gabriela Mistral, the great Chilean 
educator, poet, and Nobel prize winner for literature: "Let me be 
more maternal than a mother; able to love and defend with all of 
a mother's fervor the child that is not flesh of my flesh. Grant 
that I may be successful in molding one of my pupils into a 
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perfect poem, and let me leave within her deepest-felt melody 
that she may sing for you when my lips shall sing no more." 

Thank you for coming to Miami, and for joining together in 
this important cause. 

[Introduce UNICEF video] 

### 
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Lissa: 

Some suggestions from Richard--

r}Pv 
1. I'm told that the-£p.~nish -language phrase for delivering a 
child is to C_gi~~.h.:t..J' How appropriate that is. My daughter 
Chelsea is a great light and source of joy in our family. When I 
look at her I am so thankful that she is healthy and happy. And 
while there are millions of children who are also healthy and 
happy, there are still too many who are not. It is those 
children who we must not forget, those children to whom we must 
reach out a helping hand. 

2. The proposed Summit Plan of Action calls for universal access 
to education so that all children, regardless of economic or 
social status, racial or ethic origin, or gender, will receive 
the basic tools necessary to become full members of society. In 
addition to universal access, we must also look toward ensuring 
completion of both primary and secondary school. In addition to 
the obvious benefits of education, universal enrollment will help 
eradicate child labor. 

And it is not just a matter of school attendance--even issues 
such as meeting the nutritional needs of children in order to 
enhance their learning ability--are addressed in the Summit 
initiative on education. 

Of course, this increased attendance of students ready for 
learning must be met with a quality curriculum. One that gives 
children a greater hope of achieving the skills and knowledge 
needed to compete in a modern global economy. 

3. Many of the goals under the draft Summit initiative on 
health address children's needs specifically. According to the 
proposed Plan of Action, the governments will reaffirm their 
commitment to reducing child and maternal mortality rates. 

What could be a more basic need than ensuring that babies are 
delivered safely into this world, and that their mothers survive 
as well. To that end, the plan endorses a basic health package 
that will cover p~enatal, delivery, and postnatal care. 

It is also recommended that the health package include--as 
determined by each country--programs for immunizations, HIV/AIDS 
education and prevention, and family planning information and 
services. 
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The success of the immunization program for polio, which has 
resulted in no new cases in the Western Hemisphere for the past 
year, should inspire us to implement these programs. 

4. There is one other proposed Summit initiative I would like to 
point out. That is the one calling for strengthening the role of 
women. The primary caregiver is critical to a child's emotional 
and physical development. And as we all know, primary caregivers 
are most often women. 

I feel that this initiative is important not only because it 
acknowledges the importance of strenthening the role of women, 
but also because doing so will have an immense positive impact on 
our children. 

5. We also face significant challenges in reducing violence and 
drug use among our young people. Gun violence is the second 
leading cause of death for children in the United States between 
the ages of 10 and 14 [ck?]. 

6. In fact, our whole program today is aimed at learning from 
each other. We will see a video by UNICEF which addresses the 
needs of children worldwide. Then we will be honored with 
remarks by the director-designate of the Pan-American Health 
Organization, Dr. Alleyne. As you all know, the PAHO focuses on 
the countries of our hemisphere. 

After that, Mrs. Figueres, Mrs. Manning, and Mrs. Sanchez de 
Lozada will speak. [see if we got drafts of their remarks--they 
were supposed to provide examples of success stories in their 
countries on the issues] 

We will also have some time for participants to speak from the 
floor and have general discussion. 

In the second part of the program, we will be able to address 
each of the three themes --children's health, children's 
education, and youth [adolescent? ck wjMelanne] health and 
education--in much more detail. 



FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
TALKING POINTS FOR PRE-SUMMIT INTERVIEWS 

DECEMBER 7-8, 1994 

* We are getting together in Miami to build on the Fi'rst 
Ladies' of the Americas proven track record so that we can play a 
role in promoting economic prosperity and democracy throughout 
our hemisphere. 

* Given that more than half of the population of our 
hemisphere is under age 23, we must address the health and 
education needs of children if we are going to make progress 
economically and politically as individual nations and as a 
region. 

* We will discuss the goals of the summit, particularly as 
they relate to the education and health of children. 
Specifically, we will share information, ideas, and experiences 
on issues such as: ensuring universal access to primary 
education, lower drop-out rates, reducing infant and maternal 
mortality rates, endorsing a basic package of health services, 
increasing immunizations and other programs that combat 
communicable diseases, as well as curbing narcotics use. 

* Although each nation faces different challenges, we can all 
learn from each other's experiences, whether it is the success 
with literacy programs in Costa Rica or the increase of life 
expectancy in Chile, Guatemala and Honduras, or the declines in 
child mortality in Costa Rica and Chile. 

* I will be visiting two wonderful public institutions in 
Miami that have made extraordinary progress. Jackson Memorial 
Hospital ~erves the highest-risk infants in Dade County, yet has 
the lowest infant mortality rate in Florida. Drew Elementary 
School has devised innovative methods for helping students and 
their entire communities bridge cultural gaps and overcome racial 
and ethnic tensions. 

* While we are not policy makers, we all can help move the 
agenda forward and help meet the goals set forth by the Summit 
leaders -- and we can do so in many different ways. 

### 
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'J'f:>A~ M~~ 
Today{ First Ladies+from throughout the hemisphere participated 
in a Symposium on "Children of the Americas." 

~co-rA- 1t«.ctlJ.. 
~ Sympos~um C'Overed. the proposed Summit of the Americas goals 

..,., __ ==- in the areas of improving access to health care and education for 
children and adolescents. 

~~ 
The First Ladies~hared information on successful programs from 
their nations on a w{de range of issues, including: ensuring 
universal access to primary education, improving primary and 
secondary schooL completion rates, reducing maternal and infant 
mortality rates, endorsing a basic package of heath services, 
increasing immunization and D+~e¥ programs ~~combat communicable 
diseases, and treat~ and prevent~ narcotics use. 

/M4?a,.. ,·1, ~ · 
~jor gains that have been achieve'cl in bringing adequate, 
affordable and quality health ~ll2-"-~~J,!<;p-0tion to the millions 
of children of the }}.e_m.i_s}lhere w6H?e c~""13'fute'd. In particular, 

" the First Ladies~~the success. of immunization programs 1n 
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.whether as individuals, prominent persons, or the spouse of the 
nation's leader--in helping their nations meet the needs of 
children. 

Mrs. Wasmosy of Paraguay graciously invited the other first 
ladies in the hemisphere to attend the Fifth Conference of Wives 
of Heads of State and Governments of the Americas, scheduled to 
be held in October 1995. Mrs. Wasmosy stated that children's 
health and education issues would be a topic at that meeting, 
noting that "we mus~ not. forget that t ey ~are our tomorrow and 
the future of human~ty w~ll depend on them." 
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Welcome to all of my colleagues and friends from across the 
Americas, and to all of our distinguished guests. 

It is an honor and privilege for me to host this wonderful 
symposium here in Miami. Let me begin by expressing my gratitude 
to the First Ladies of Latin America and the Caribbean for your 
help and guidance in preparing for this session. Your 
extraordinary efforts in previous First Ladies' meetings in 
Colombia, Costa Rica, and most recently in st. Lucia, have 
provided a foundation for all of our work -- today and into the 
future. 

I hope that in the course of our gathering here, and in the 
weeks and months ahead, we will learn much from each other and 
find new inspiration to make children, families, and women a 
priority across our hemisphere. 

Today, we live in an age of great promise -- and great peril 
-- for the 130 million children of the Americas. Great promise 
because our children are our lifeline to prosperity and democracy 
in the decades ahead. Great peril because, from the Queen 
Elizabeth Islands [northernmost Canada] to Tierra del Fuego, our 
children are shouldering burdens rarely encountered by older 
generations. · 

Children suffering from hunger, poverty, homelessness, 
inadequate health care, disease, illiteracy, violence, and abuse 
are not confined to a single nation or a single continent. The 
cries of desperate children are sadly heard in every nation 
represented here. And it is the plight of those children that 
brings us together today, not just as the spouses of heads of 
state or as representatives of our governments, but as mothers, 
sisters, daughters, grandmothers, aunts, neighbors and friends 
who believe that every child in every country deserves a fair 
chance in life. 

The political leaders convening at this historic summit have 
set forth an agenda to promote prosperity and democracy 
throughout the hemisphere through trade initiatives, sustained 
development, and more effective government. 
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Today, summit leaders are outlining goals to ensure the 
economic, social and physical well-being of children: 

The proposed Summit Plan of Action calls for universal 
access to education so that all children, regardless of economic 
or social status, racial or ethnic origin, or gender, will 
receive the basic tools necessary to become full members of 
society. The goal of requiring children to attend primary school 
is also under discussion. If this goal is achieved, it will help 
eradicate child labor and give children a greater hope of 
acquiring the skills and knowledge needed to compete in a modern 
global economy. 

The proposed Summit Plan of Action calls for equitable 
access to basic health services, which will be particularly 
beneficial to children, who are most vulnerable to illnesses and 
unhealthy living conditions. 

Specific programs being recommended will address child, 
infant, and maternal mortality rates, as well as increasing 
immunization efforts to eradicate childhood diseases, such as 
measles, that still afflict too many children. We need only look 
to the disappearance of new polio cases in the Western hemisphere 
to know the success of these immunization programs. 

We all know that the role of caregiver is crucial to the 
development of healthy and secure children. And we all know that 
the primary caregivers in society most often are women. The 
Summit proposal to strengthen the role of women will increase 
opportunities for women to participate in all spheres of life 
political, social, and economic. 

Empowering women with economic self-reliance, education, and 
protection against violence is not only a valuable step forward 
in itself. It's an important step forward for children. 

While we.recognize that our political leaders are 
responsible for devising policies and programs to meet these 
important goals, we also know that, as First Ladies, we have a 
significant role to play. 

Just as advocacy organizations, social institutions, and 
dedicated individuals are critical to our progress, we, too, can 
help push the agenda forward in our respective countries. 

When it comes to children's issues, women have a special 
calling. And that's why we have a duty to raise our voices for 
the voiceless -- our children, the youngest and most vulnerable 
among us. 

This week I've had particular reason to think about the 
difference one woman alone can make in society, even against 
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extraordinary odds. My friend, Elizabeth Glaeser, died last 
weekend after losing a long battle with AIDS. 

Elizabeth contracted HIV through a blood transfusion while 
hemorraghing during the delivery of her first child, Ariel. 
Unbeknownst to her, her daughter, and then a son born later, also 
contracted the virus. 

When Elizabeth learned that she and her children had been 
infected with HIV, she dedicated herself to raising awareness 
about AIDS. From a small office in Los Angeles, she created the 
Pediatric AIDS Foundation, which has raised over $30 million 
since its founding in 1988. 

She often said she was motivated and strengthened by the 
memory of her daughter, who died four years ago at the age of 
seven. Her son, now 10, lives every day with HIV. 

If Elizabeth could contribute so much on behalf of children, 
I know we can too. Of course, we will not all be involved in the 
same ways. Each of us must find a venue appropriate to our own 
situation as First Lady or government representative. But 
whatever role we choose represents a rare opportunity to make a 
difference in the lives of tens of millions of children -- and in 
the future of all of the Americas. 

There is an urgency to our mission. More than half of our 
population in this hemisphere is under age 23. Ushering children 
into the world is, of course, the province of families. But 
building safe and nurturing communities for them to grow up in . 
. . making sure they have access to schools that teach them to 
read and write • • • protecting them from avoidable diseases . . 
• training them for productive adulthoods ..• and honoring their 
rights in the face of violence and abuse -- these are our 
collective responsibility. 

As the African [?] saying goes: "It takes a village to raise 
a child." [Hillary: Melanne says you like a quote that goes 
something like this .... do you know who said it, or where I can 
find the exact phrase?} 

To be sure, our challenges differ from country to country, 
and our recipes for progress may require different ingredients. 
The purpose of this gathering is not to prescribe one solution, 
but to share ideas and opinions and learn from each other's 
experiences. 

Here in the United States, for example, we are not doing 
enough to ensure that women receive adequate pre- and post-natal 
health care, particularly poor women and teenagers. In 1992, 22 
percent of pregnant women in this country received no pre-natal 
care. 
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As the rest of the world knows all too well, our nation is 
struggling against an epidemic of gun violence that daily claims 
the lives of children in our cities and towns. Today, gun 
violence is the second leading cause of death for children in the 
United'-states between the ages of 10 and 14 [ck?]. 

Combined with violence is an equally disturbing scourge of 
narcotics use among our young people. [more on this?] 

At the same time, we are making progress on behalf of some 
of our children -- progress that is visible right here in Miami. 
Just yesterday I had the opportunity to visit Drew Elementary 
School and Jackson Memorial Hospital -- two institutions that 
have achieved remarkable successes in disadvantaged communities. 

Drew is located in a predominantly African-American 
neighborhood. Community leaders in Miami devised a cultural 
exchange program in which students from Drew and a predominantly 
Hispanic school called Seminole Elementary come together for a 
variety of activities that promote tolerance and understanding. 
To enhance communication across cultures, students at Drew take 
Spanish from the second grade on. 

Jackson Memorial Hospital, which is affiliated with the 
University of Miami, has the difficult task of caring for some of 
the poorest and neediest residents of this city. The newborn 
intensive care unit that I visited yesterday serves the highest 
risk population in Dade County -- but the hospital has achieved 
the lowest infant mortality rates in the state. 

The hospital also has devised innovative ways for serving 
its community. A mobile van brings doctors and nurses to those 
who might otherwise go without necessary treatment and care. 

In every one of our nations, dedicated, energetic people are 
working on the front lines to solve some of our most intractable 
problems. The purpose of the summit, and of this gathering, is to 
educate each other about our challenges qnd our successes -- and 
to make our efforts more cooperative by sharing the knowledge and 
experience each of us holds within us. 

When we return to our capitals, I hope we will be guided not 
only by documents, policy papers, and official pronouncements, 
but also by the desire in our hearts to see that all children 
have the gift of hope in their lives. 

In the words of Gabriela Mistral, the great Chilean 
educator, poet, and Nobel prize winner for literature: "Let me be 
more maternal than a mother; able to love and defend with all of 
a mother's fervor the child that is not flesh of my flesh. Grant 
that I may be successful in molding one of my pupils into a 
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perfect poem, and let me leave within her deepest-felt melody 
that she may sing for you when my lips shall sing no more." 

Thank you for coming to Miami, and for joining together in 
this important cause. 

[Introduce UNICEF video] 

### 
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Wednesday, December 6 

Hillary, 

Enclosed is a DRAFT of the keynote address for the First 
Ladies' Symposium. In a few places you'll see question marks in 
brackets, which means I'm checking statistics or facts. In a few 
other places I've bracketed questions for you. 

Also, do you want to mention your trip to the Baby Hospital 
in Manila or any other events from the Asia trip? 

If you could get your comments, edits, and overall critique 
to Melanne and/or me late Wednesday, that would be great. Many 
thanks. 
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Welcome to all of my colleagues and friends from across the 
Americas, and to all of our distinguished guests. 

It is an honor and privilege for me to host this wonderful 
symposium here in Miami. Let me begin by expressing my gratitude 
to the First Ladies of Latin America and the Caribbean for your 
help and guidance in preparing for this session. Your 
extraordinary efforts in previous First Ladies' meetings in 
Colombia, Costa Rica, and most recently in st. Lucia, have 
provided a foundation for all of our work -- today and into the 
future. 

I hope that in the course of our gathering here, and in the 
weeks and months ahead, we will learn much from each other and 
find new inspiration to make children, families, and women a 
priority across our hemisphere. 

Today, we live in an age of great promise -- and great peril 
-- for the 130 million children of the Americas. Great promise 
because our children are our lifeline to prosperity and democracy 
in the decades ahead. Great peril because, from the Queen 
Elizabeth Islands (northernmost Canada] to Tierra del Fuego, our 
children are shouldering burdens rarely encountered by older 
generations. 

Children suffering from hunger, poverty, homelessness, 
inadequate health care, disease, illiteracy, violence, and abuse 
are not confined to a single nation or a single continent. The 
cries of desperate children are sadly heard in every nation 
represented here. And it is the plight of those children that 
brings us together today, not just as the spouses of heads of 
state or as representatives of our governments, but as mothers, 
sisters, daughters, grandmothers, aunts, neighbors and friends 
who believe that every child in every country deserves a fair 
chance in life. 

The political leaders convening at this historic summit have 
set forth an agenda to promote prosperity and democracy 
throughout the hemisphere through trade initiatives, sustained 
development, and more effective government. 
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Today, summit leaders are outlining goals to ensure the 
economic, social and physical well-being of children: 

The proposed Summit Plan of Action calls for universal 
access to education so that all children, regardless of economic 
or social status, racial or ethnic origin, or gender, will 
receive the basic tools necessary to become full members of 
society. The goal of requiring children to attend primary school 
is also under discussion. If this goal is achieved, it will help 
eradicate child labor and give children a greater hope of 
acquiring the skills and knowledge needed '\i01!1R!iiW£1S@ in a modern 
global economy. 

The proposed Summit Plan of Action calls for equitable 
access to basic health services, which will be particularly 
beneficial to children, who are most vulnerable to illnesses and 
unhealthy living conditions. 

Specific programs being recommended will address child, 
infant, and maternal mortality rates, as well as increasing 
immunization efforts to eradicate childhood diseases, such as 
measles, that still afflict too many children. We need only look 
to the disappearance of new polio cases in the Western hemisphere 
to know the success of these immunization programs. 

We all know that the role of caregiver is crucial to the 
development of healthy and secure children. And we all know that 
the primary caregivers in society most often are women. The 
Summit proposal to strengthen the role of women will increase 
opportunities for women to participate in all spheres of life 
political,- social, and economic. 

Empowering women with economic self-reliance, education, and 
protection against violence is not only a valuable step forward 
in itself. It's an important step forward for children. 

While we recognize that our political leaders are 
responsible for devising policies and programs to meet these 
important goals, we also know that, as First Ladies, we have a 
significant role to play. 

Just as advocacy organizations, social institutions, and 
dedicated individuals are critical to ~progress, we, too, can 
help push the agenda forward in our respective countries. 

When it comes to children's issues, women have a special 
calling. And that's why we have a duty to raise our voices for 
the voiceless -- our children, the youngest and most vulnerable 
among us. 

This week I've had particular reason to think about the 
difference one woman alone can make in society, even against 

2 



l~ 

PHOTOCOPY 
HRC HANDWRITING 

extraordinary odds. My friend, Elizabeth Glaeser, died last 
weekend after losing a long battle with AIDS. 

Elizabeth contracted HIV through a blood transfusion while 
hemorraghing during the delivery of her first child, Ariel. 
Unbeknownst to her, her daughter, and then a son born later, also 
contracted the virus. 

When Elizabeth learned that she and her children had been 
infected with HIV, she dedicated herself to raising awareness 
about AIDS. From a small office in Los Angeles, she created the 
Pediatric AIDS Foundation, which has raised over $30 million 
since its founding in 1988. 

She often said she was motivated and strengthened by the 
memory of her daughter, who died four years ago at the age of 
seven. Her son, now 10, l~ves every day with HIV. 

!41\~~c;- ~~~*'-t1IMI} 1 If Elizabeth could~contribute so much on behalf o ~ 
I know we can too. Of course, vie will not all be involved in the ·· 
same ways. ,Each of us must find a venue appropriate to our own 
situation as First Lady or government representative. But 
whatever role we choose represents a rare opportunity to make a 
difference in the lives of tens of millions of children -- and in 
the future of all of the Americas. 

There is an urgency to our mission. More than half of our 
population in this hemisphere is under age 23. Ushering children 
into the world is, of course, the province of families. But 
building ~afe and nurturing communities for them to grow up in . 
. . making sure they have access to schools that teach them to 
read and write . . . protecting them from avoidable diseases . . 
. training them for productive adulthoods ... and honoring their 
rights in the face of violence and abuse -- are our 
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To be sure, our challenges differ from country to country, 
and our recipes for progress may require different ingredients. 
The purpose of this gathering is not to prescribe one solution, 
but to share ideas and opinions and learn from each other's 
experiences. 

Here in the United States, for example, we are not doing 
enough to ensure that women receive adequate pre- and post-natal 
health care, particularly poor women and teenagers. In 1992, 22 
percent of pregnant women in this country received no pre-natal 
care. 
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As the rest of the world knows all too well, our nation is 
struggling against an epidemic of gun violence that daily claims 
the lives of children in our cities and towns. Today, gun 
violence is the second leading cause of death for children in the 
United States between the ages of 10 and 14 [ck?]. 

~ Combined with violence is an equally disturbing scourge o~ ~ , 
~arcotics use among our young people. [more on this?] ·~~ ~ 

At the same time, we are making progress on behalf of some ~ 
of our children -- progress that is visible right here in Miami. 
Just yesterday I had the opportunity to visit Drew Elementary 
School and Jackson Memorial Hospital -- two institutions that 
have achieved remarkable successes in disadvantaged communities. 

Drew is located in a predominantly African-American 
neighborhood. Community leaders in Miami devised a cultural 
exchange program in which students from Drew and a predominantly 
Hispanic school called Seminole Elementary come together for a 
variety of activities that promote tolerance and understanding. 
To enhance communication across cultures, students at Drew take 
Spanish from the second grade on. 

Jackson Memorial Hospital, which is affiliated with the 
University of Miami, has the difficult task of caring for some of 
the poorest and neediest residents of this city. The newborn 
intensive care unit that I visited yesterday serves the highest 
risk population in Dade County -- but the hospital has achieved 
the lowes~ infant mortality rates in the state. 

The hospital also has devised innovative ways for serving 
its community. A mobile van brings doctors ~nd nurses to those 
who might otherwise go without necessary treatment and care. 

In every one of our nations, dedicated, energetic people are 
working on the front lines to solve some of our most intractable 
problems. The purpose of the summit, and of this gathering, is to 
educate each other about our challenges and our successes -- and 
to make our efforts more cooperative by sharing the knowledge and 
experience each of us holds within us. 

When we return to our capitals, I hope we will be guided not 
only by documents, policy papers, and official pronouncements, 
but also by the desire in our hearts to see that all children 
have the gift of hope in their lives. } 
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Thank you for coming to Miami, and for joining together in 
this important cause. 

[Introduce UNICEF video] 
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SYMPOSIUM ON CHILDREN OF THE AMERICAS 

Themes for Working Group Session On 

Children's Health Issues 

Summit Goals: To reduce child mortality by one-third and maternal mortality by 
one-half by the year 2000. 

(See Summit Plan of Action Initiative 17, "Equitable Access to Basic Health 
Services," for the full text.) 

The average infant mortality rate for the 34 countries attending the Summit is 33 
deaths per 1,000 births. Major achievements in reducing that rate thus far have 
been in high-impact but simple technologies such as vaccinations and controlling 
diarrhea through oral rehydration. The challenge now is to move to more difficult 
and complex interventions such as managing pneumonia, improving nutritional 
status, and reducing neonatal mortality, while sustaining the gains already 
achieved. The region-wide effort to eradicate polio, which succeeded in interrupting 
transmission throughout the hemisphere, was a model of cooperation, partnership 
and participation. This model can be adapted to eliminating measles, or at least 
reducing incidences and deaths to the levels called for in the N arino Accord. 

Maternal death rates remain a significant problem in the Americas, with national 
rates ranging from a low of 5 to a high of about 600 per 100,000 live births. To 
reduce maternal mortality, we need to improve and expand access to prenatal and 
postnatal care and to provide safer delivery care. Community-based approaches 
such as training and deployment of midwives and family planning have reduced 
maternal mortality in some countries. 

In addition, inequities in access to health care contribute to the concentration of 
children's health problems in certain populations (e.g. rural areas, indigenous 
peoples). These inequities can be addressed through systemic reforms of health 
care delivery systems which can include essential community-based services for the 
poor, the disabled, and indigenous groups; stronger public health infrastructure; 
alternative means of financing, managing, and providing services; quality 
assurance; and greater use of non-governmental actors and organizations. 

The Summit Plan of Action calls for a number of actions involving the hemispheric 
governments, the Inter-American Development Bank, the World Bank, and the 
Pan-American Health Organization, and representatives of the private sector in 
focusing on and establishing a framework for health reform mechanisms. These 
actions include: developing or updating country action plans or programs for 
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reform; strengthening international fora for sharing technical expertise, 
information and experience on health reform efforts; and convening a special 
meeting of hemispheric governments with interested donors and international 
technical agencies to establish a framework for health reform mechanisms. 



SYMPOSIUM ON CHILDREN OF THE AMERICAS 

Themes for Working Group Session On 

Children's Education Issues 

Summit Goals: A primary completion rate of 100 percent and a secondary 
enrollment rate of at least 75 percent by the year 2010. 

(See Summit Plan of Action Initiative 16, "Universal Access to Education," for the 
full text.) 

Universal literacy and access to education at all levels, without distinction of race, 
national origin or gender, is an indispensable basis for sustainable social and 
cultural development, economic growth and democratic stability. 

Although almost every country in the hemisphere has adult literacy rates of over 80 
percent, there are still too many people who do not have a basic level of reading and 
writing skills. Eradicating illiteracy is best approached by ensuring that children 
are enrolled in and complete at least primary school. A number of factors impact on 
both enrollment and completion rates, including pre-school environment, the 
quality of the school's curriculum and the training received by the educators. 

The nurturing and nutrition children receive early in their lives dramatically 
impact on their ability to thrive when they reach school age, and can improve 
future performance and reduce costly repetition and drop-out rates. Approximately 
8.9 million children in this hemisphere participate in early childhood programs. 

Primary school enrollment of children age 6-11 increased over the last 20 years in 
all countries in the region, especially in population centers. However, enrollment 
levels remain relatively low in certain regions and sub-groupings (girls, indigenous, 
urban minority and rural populations). 

The World Bank estimates that every year $2.5 billion are spent on grade repetition 
for 20 million children in Latin America. Countries are addressing drop-out and 
repetition rates by setting national goals in educational efficiency as well as 
relevance of what is taught. 

The Summit initiative on education calls for governments to work with the private 
sector and multilateral institutions to guarantee universal access to quality 
primary education; support strategies to overcome nutritional deficiencies of 
primary school children in order to enhance their learning ability; and create a 
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hemispheric partnership to reform educational policies and focus resources more 
efficiently. 



SYMPOSIUM ON CHILDREN OF THE AMERICAS 

Themes for Working Group Session On 

Youth Health and Education Issues 

Summit Goals: Address the needs of adolescents through prevention programs for 
narcotics use and abuse, the transmission ofHIV/AIDS, and unintended 
pregnancies, and through enhanced vocational or college-preparatory programs. 

(See Summit Plan of Action Initiative 6, "Combating the Problem of Illegal Drugs 
and Related Crimes;" Initiative 16, "Universal Access to Education;" and Initiative 
17, "Equitable Access to Basic Health Services," for full texts.) 

Youth in the hemisphere, who make up roughly a quarter of the population, must 
obtain the education and training needed to be productive adults and avoid often 
fatal health risks. 

At current birth rates, half of the hemisphere's female population will have a child 
between the ages of 15 and 19. In addition to the maternal mortality issues covered 
under the symposium's health theme, these young women are exposed to sexually­
transmitted diseases--including AIDS/HIV, and often leave school to have or raise 
their babies. The Summit initiative on health includes a proposal to have a basic 
package of health services which includes maternal and reproductive health care, 
planning information and services, and HIV/AIDS prevention. 

Both female and male adolescents leave school early, for a number of reasons, 
resulting in an workforce unprepared for an increasingly high-technology world 
market. Educational programs aimed at keeping teenagers in school and curricula 
designed to prepare students for adulthood are needed. The Summit education 
initiative calls for promoting worker professional training, increasing access to and 
strengthening the quality of high education, and creating a hemispheric 
partnership to reform educational policies. 

The problem of narcotics consumption, production, and trafficking is a huge drain 
on our youth. In addition to the health problems and deaths caused by drug use, 
narcotics-related violence also affects a large number of young people. In addition, 
young adults without the education or training to support themselves are too often 
drawn to the narcotics-related crimes of selling or trafficking narcotics. The 
proposed initiative on narcotics includes a broad agenda to reduce both the demand 
and supply of narcotics throughout the hemisphere. 
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SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS 

Strengthening the Role of Women in Society 

Summit Goals: Strengthen policies and programs that improve and broaden the 
participation of women in all spheres of political, social, and economic life and 
improve their access to the basic resources needed for the full exercise of their 
fundamental rights. 

(See Summit Plan of Action Initiative 18, "Strengthening the Role of Women in 
Society," for the full text.) 

Although women's issues per se will not be addressed during the Symposium on 
Children of the Americas, women remain the primary care-givers for children 
throughout the hemisphere. Therefore, the importance of the development and 
strengthening of the role of women in society should be recognized, in terms of the 
impact of women's development on their children and its positive contribution to 
society. 

The Fourth Conference ofWives of Heads of State and of Governments of the 
Americas issued in October 1994 the Declaration of St. Lucia, which called for 
supporting actions which further the full exercise of women's human rights, 
expressed appreciation for efforts to reduce domestic violence; encouraged steps to 
educate women in preparation for decision-making in all spheres; and requested 
that the women's issues be addressed at a wide range of fora. 

The proposed Summit Plan of Action calls for the nations of the hemisphere to 
commit to taking many of those steps, such as recognizing and giving full respect 
for all rights of women, promoting the participation of women in decision-making; 
enhancing women's productivity and economic self-reliance through education and 
skill development; reducing violence against women; and encouraging regional and 
international financial and technical organizations to intensify their programs in 
favor of women. 



III. OTHER ASPECfS TO KEEP IN MIND 

Profiles. The first ladies are very different from each other. Their 
participation will be diverse and vv-ill vary according to their 
commitment, education, interests, skills, and ultimately, according to 
the indigenous characteristics of their own country. Their only 
unifying trait is their interest and will to work for their countries, to 
have things done, to learn about new ideas that could be carried out, 
and to transmit their own. 

Workforms. The first ladies worls .~ different ways. Some chair or 
direct NGOs that they have created themselves or inherited from 
their predecessors. Others work within the government, 
coordinating, promoting, or organizing the follow-up of different 
social areas or programs. 

' 
Responsibility. Despite their involvement, the political responsibility 
for their programs falls on the government. 
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WHF!RE DO WE STAND IN EDUCATION? 

Background Notes for the First Lady for 
Summit of the Americas Spo~' Meeting 

December 10, 1994 

The following statistics paint a mixed picture of education in the United States­
some real strengths, some clear signs of improvement, and areas in which a great 
deal of work lies ahead-

Aet:s!SS to Schooling 

o School enrollment in the United States is virtually universal All states 
mandate compulsory schooling through the age of 16. Enrollment rates 
among children 6 to 15 years of age are essentially 100 percent. 

o Preschool emolbnent. Enrollment rates among children 3, 4, and 5 yeaxs old 
have increased substantially since 1970. Vrrtually all children now attend 
kindergarten. And over half of our 4-year-olds are now attending preschool 
(up from 29 percent in 1970). 

o Postsecondmy enrollment. The percentage of high school graduates who 
enrolled in college following graduation increased from 49 percent in 1980 to 
62 percent in 1992. Almost no other country has postsecondary emollment 
rates comparable to this one. 

Dropout Rates 

o Overall, high school dropout rates have gradaally decreased in the United 
States. For example, only 6 percent of students who were sophomores in 
1990 left school without completing high school or its equivalent two years 
later. 

o However, dropout rates for younger sbldents are troubling. For example, of 
the members of the 8th grade class of 1988, nearly 7 percent had dropped out 
of school by spring of their sophomore year. 

Over half of the students left because they "did not like school," while 
about 40 percent left because they were failing school. 

Almost one-third of females who dropped out between 8th and lOth 
grade reported that they lef't school because they were pregnant. 

1 Major portions of these notes axe derived from The Ctmdi.ti.on. of EdW'tzti.rm 1994, a U.S. 
Department of Education/Na.tional Center for Education Statistics publication. 
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Student Achievement 

In international comparisons of student achievement, the evidence is also mixed. 

o U.S. students fare poorly compared to students in other developed countries 
on international assessments of mathematics and science-areas particularly 
critical to the high-tech areas of oUI economy. 

For example, in 1990-91, U.S. 13-year olds ranked ahead of only one of 
the 14 other countries whose students took the mathematics portion of 
the International Assessment of Educational Progress (IAEP). (Test 
scores of U.S. students and those of two countries were approximately 
equal.) 

In science, U.S. 13-year olds ranked ahead of only two of the other 
countries. 

o On the other band, in the 1992 International Study of Reading Literacy, U.S. 
nine-year olds were second out of 28 participating nations; U.S. 13-year olds 
were ninth. These results may reflect the considerable emphasis placed on 
reading and language arts in our primary schools. 

When comparing domestic (U.S.) achievement results over time: 

o proficiency in both mathematics and scien<:l! on the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP) increased between 1982 and 1992 for all three 
age groups sampled. 

o Reading scores have been virtually unchanged over the decade. 

Differences among Racial/Ethnic Groups 

The averages cited above mask numerous important differences.. Students from 
most minority groups lag behind white students in completion rates and 
achievement. 

o The gap between dropout rates for blacks and whites is still too high, 
although it has narrowed. 

While 9 percent of white students enrolled in 8th grade in 1988 neither 
had completed high school nor were still enrolled in school in 1992, 14 
percent of blacks, 18 percent of Hispanics, and 25 percent of American 
Indian students had dropped out. 

o The gap between achievement of blaek and white students persists. It 
narrowed in the 1970's and early 1980's, but has not narrowed further. 
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Since the early 1970's, proficiency scores for blacks have drawn closer 
to those for whites in reading, mathematics, and science. Still, average 
scores are considerably below those of white students. 

o Minority children are at an educational disadvantage :relative to whites 
because of several fac:t.ors, includ.in~ lower average levels of parental 
education, a greater likelihood of living with only one parent, different 
community characteristics deriving from relatively segregated living patterns, 
and the fact that black children are much more likely to experience poverty 
than white children. 

In 1992, 46 percent of black children under 18 and 39 percent of 
Hispanic children were poor, while 16 percent of white cbildren lived in 
families with an income level below the poverty line. 

Returns to Education 

The question isn't just how axe we doing compared to other nations or even 
compared to our own past. The real question should be: Axe we doing well enough 
in teaching our students what they will need to know in the near future? And the 
answer is no. 

In today's world, what you know is the key to what you earn. 

o In 1990, in the United States, average monthly earnings for those with a 
bachelor's degree were twice those of people with only a high school diploma, 
and four times higher than those who had not graduated from high school. 
Put another way, a student who' graduates from high school can expect to 
earn $200,000 more over his or her lifetime than one who did not; for a 
student who receives a bachelor's degree, the difference is almost $1 million. 
(these are U.S. Census Bureau figures). 

o Conversely, persons at a low level of literacy Bl"e 10 times more likely to be in 
poverty than persons with high literacy levels (National Adult Literacy 
Survey, 1993). In the recent National Survey of Adult Literacy, some 40 million 
adults-more than one-fifth of our population-performed in the very lowest level of 
prose, document, and quantitative pro:6ciencies. 

Our biggest challenge in education is to raise the standards of knowledge and skill 
for all of our students, so that stable employment in high-paying jobs becomes 
possible for everyone. 

The Clinton .Administration Edw:ation, Agenda 

Over the past two years, we have successfully enacted legislation that will raise 
educational standards and prepare our students for the jobs of the future. 
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o In our view, "access" for all isn't enough, if it means access to poor-quality 
programs with lower standards for some, and access to high-quality programs 
for others. 

Our new policies recognize that the only way to get real equality is to 
challenge all students to learn to the same high standards, and then 
provide the resources to make sure those starting out behind can reach 
the standards. 

Two decades of cognitive research and numerous real-life examples 
show us that it is possible for students of all ages that we define as "at­
risk" (for example, those in high-poverty schools, and those who are 
limited-English proficient or migrant) to learn far more than we 
generally have ~ected of them. Expecting less of them almost 
guarantees failure. U.S. Secreta:ry of Education Richard Riley says: 

"The surest way to create an angry, violent nineteen-year-old dropout is to give 
that young person a watered-down curriculum from kindergarten on. Wluzn 
you do that, you are fRlling these young people early on that they aren't good 
enough, so why even try. Ami, I assure you, they do get the message. By 
fourth or fifth grade~ they have already started tc give up." 

We have been successful in enacting the following major parts of the education 
agenda into law over the past 19 months, thus laying a strong foundation for 
lifelong learning, better jobs, and a better future for all of our students. 

o Head Start, our biggest early childhood program, has just been reauthorized. 
Head Start funding has increased from $2.2 billion in fiscal year 1992 to $3.5 
billion in fiscal1995. The new law is distinguished by its emphasis on 
improving program quality and by the new "Early Head Start" program for 
children from ages 0 to 3. 

o Goals 2000, signed into law in May 1994, is a lnilestone in U.S. education, 
aimed at stimulating all o£ our states to undertake broad, standards-based 
educational reform. Goals 2000 provides a vision, framework, information, 
and seed money to enable states and local ~ool systems to plan and 
implement coherent policies and practices aligned with high state standards 
for student performance. Goals 2000 repr~ents a major change in the federal 
role away from the "band-aid'' of fragmented c:ategorical programs designed to 
"fix" small pieces of the sys~ toward true systemic reform. 

(Balderas Elementary School is an example of a school that has achieved 
impressive results by setting high aea.demic standards-see Attachment 1.) 

o The recently enacted Improving America's Schools Act provides funds to 
support state reforms in teaching and learning, according to the framework 
laid out in Goals 2000 or other comprehensive state plan. Programs in this 
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law constitute the biggest federal investment in primary and secondary 
schools. From now on, the progress of schools and local education systems 
will be measured against the kinds of high standards laid out under Goals 
2000 for all students-including "at-risk" students. Title 1 (formerly Chapter 
1) of this law provides federal support for schools with large numbers of 
disadvantaged children. · 

This new law incorporates for the first time a major professional development 
title to prepare teachers to help all students achieve to the standards. It 
provides new resources to bring new technology into schools, make schools 
safe and drug-free environments, and engage parents as partners in learning. 
Improving America's Schools provides flexibility 8Ild technieal assistance so 
that local districts can try innovative vways to meet the goal of high standards 
for all students, for example, by extending the school day or by setting up 
independently run public charter schools. It authorizes demonstration 
projects that integrate educational, health, and social services designed to 
address risk factors such as poor nutrition, violence, inadequate health care, 
and substance abuse. 

(Snively Elementmy Sehool is an example of an excellent school improvement 
program supported by federal Title 1. funds-see Attachment 2.) 

o The School to Work Opportunities Aet, signed into law by President Clinton 
on May 4, 1994 and jointly administered by the U.S. Departments of 
Education and Labor, provides federal funds to state and local partnerships to 
help build systems to prepare young people for .fust jobs in high-skill, high­
wage careers and for further education and training. In this law, the United 
States addresses for the first time in a coherent fashion the need for a strong 
alternative path for students who may not. choose traditional college 
education right after secondary school, by allowing them to choose a career 
major and take advantage of links to postsecondary training and experiences 
in the private sector. 

Every school-to-work program will include school-based learning and a 
program of study that meets cllallenging academic stand:n-ds developed under 
Goals 2000. Each program also will include work-based learning-broad 
instruction in industry-specific skills, a sequential program of job training 
experiences with skills to be mastered at increasingly higher levels, and paid 
work experience with workplace mentoring. Students who complete school­
to-work programs will receive both diplomas testifying to their academic 
competence and skill certificates that tell employers that they can handle jobs. 
In many countries in the world, that would hardly be revolutionary, but in 
our country, it is brand new. 

(The Baltimore Academy of Finance is an example of an excellent school-to­
work program-see Attachment 3.) 
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