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HEADLINE: I!' sl PERSONAL; LAWS MADE ON CAPITOL~ HILL. MAY SERVE THE PlJB~IC 
. INTEREST, BUT [FTEN THEY'RE SPARKED BY PRIVATE PASSIONS OR FAMILY TI~s· 

BYLINE: BY LARRY VAN-DYNE; SENIOR WRITER LARRY VAN DYNE HAS WRITTEN RECENTLY 
·ABOUT. ART DEALE~· R ·CHRIs MIDDENDORF ANb ABOUT THE :N'Ew WASHIN~TON ES~AB~I SHMENT ~ 

BODY: · . · . 
Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941 ripped apait '10~year-old Norman· 

Mineta' s comfo~ti:~.ble California boyhood in ways that were.· impossible· to forget. 
His father, a Japanese immigrant who owned a successful .insurance.agency in San 

·Jose,·· had livep in America for 40. years. But .that was not ~nough,' amid the 
hysteria. of wa[r-; to prevent the US government from- consid'ering him· a 11 security · 
.risk. 11 His inshrance ·license was suspended,.his-savings account·confis.cated, ahd 
the Minetas wetre: shipped of-f,· iike some 120, ooo other Japanese- Americans, to an· 
" . . . I . ' ·1nternment camp. 

- . I . 

I 

For most of) the war. the Minetas lived in an isplated camp in the·. sagebrush 
. country outsid1e. Cody in northern Wyoming. There were 12, 000 people in the camp­
-sleeping in c:rowded barracks, eating in mess halls, and coping with the bitter 
cold bf wi~te~ and the sandstorms ·of summer. Normari Min~ta went to_ school ,in~ide 
the camp and was a member of its Boy ,Scout .troop, but he could look up and see 
that his· rightis. stoppe,<;l at the barbed wire. · · . · · . - · 

. After the ~ar N~rman Mineta returned to California, graduated from Beikeley, 
ser~ed as mayor of San Jose, and was ele~ted .in 1974 to Congress,. where ·he's. 
setv{ng his t~nth term. Of the ~ozen~ of bills Mineta ·has~s~onso~ed over the 
years, ·one cutl to th~ heart of his past .. It sought 'an apology and. compensation 
for Japa nese-!Americans wl).o had been detained in those wartime camps . .With a .· 
push from' Mine;ta: and -other '!~panese-American lawme3.kers,, it passed in i988. 

While it wJs a personal victory for Mineta, the blll'~·passage also-stirred. 
·memories for Senator Alarr.Simpson of Wyoming_.·He had 'grown up in Cody, a few . 
miles from wh~t the' locals called 11 the Jap ·camp. 11 In 1943, his Boy Scout troop 
had gone out do the camp t() meet with the Japanese:..Americ~n Boy Scoutp there. 
~the two group~ ?f kids got. t~ ~no~ each other--p~tching CQins, taiking of merit 
·badges, and try1ng to best each other at knot-ty1ng. It wap there that Al 
Simpson·met' Ndrm Mineta..:.-forging a personal link that would lead. him, 45 years 
later, to su:Pnort Mineta Is demand.· that the government apol'<)gize fqr 'its wartimy 
trea:trrient of Japanese,-Americans. · 

I . . . . 

It's no. suJprise to see David Bor~'n of Oklahoma throwing; his weight around 
for oil, Jess~ Helms of North .Carolina standing tall for tobacco, or Robert Byrd 
getting all',hEi can' for West, Virginia.' But one of the overlooked aspects of life 
on Capitol HiJll is that senators and' congressmen sometimes spring into action 
out of mo_tive~ that are emotional· and deeply personal. 

i 
I, 
I 
I 
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. The t,-igg'Cr i m"'-y .'be some great pain that. has struck them or a loved· on.e-- a 
d1sease,, a d1sab1l1ty, or a: cr1me. It may come frqm a_ corner of th~l:J::' identity-. 
-a hob~y; a me~orable ~xperience of youth. Or it may.be the influence of a 
crusad1ng spouse. 

, What~ver thlir per~onal pas~ions, the ~oliticians of· Ca~itol Hi~l are in a 
unique positioh to push them. Beyond access to the op-ed·pages and talk shows, 
they're able tb insert their .personal agendas into government. policy, tapping 
the Treasury o}· unleashing the ~orce~ of r~gulation f6~ bette~ or foi worse; 

· Nobody in wlshington u~derst.ands, th.is sentimental side of politics· better 
than lobbyists~. who stand ready to exploit even the smallest adv0ntage. :-which 
congressmen~~~~ aith~itis? Whose ~ife-has brea~t cancer?~Wh6 rid~s.a bike to 
work? Whose ch~ld is dysle~ic?_ He who knows these secrets .. about the lives of ·· 
~oliticians knbws where to find the soft spots in their h~arts. 

I ,. . 
CRUSADING AGAINST CANCER 

, I 
. i . 

Congressman/ Richard. Durbin of Illinois is the Hill's · t'op anti -topacco 
crusader--the ~anwho got· smoking banned on all domestic airline fli~ht~. The 
airline carhpai1gn was ignited by his sitting between two smokers on a flight 
between Phoeniix and Chicc;tgo. Deeper down was something_ else: ·Durbin's father was 
a heavy smoker;/· who had d1.ed at age 51 from lung cancer. ·. ·. 

Nothing heightens' legislative resolve like a life-threatening disease in th~ 
family. Senatdr Mark Hatfield of Oregon pushed through Congress· a program to 
gi~e identifidatibn bracelets to Alzh~imer's victims who have a tendency to 
wander away f~om home--a problem that affected his owri father. Congressman Jim 
Kolbe· of Arizqna is .a supporter of fetal;-.tissue ·research. in part because his· 
father· died o~ Parkinson's·, .one of . the diseases the research- may help. 

No di~ease !hits ~~~e on the Hill with ~he power of ~anter. Con~ider ~he 
testimony at ~ hearing before the Senate Committee on Labor and Human Resources 
a. couple of years.ago on the twentieth anniversary of the National Cancer Act .. 

, . - I . . . 
··The chairman's gavel.was wielded by·Te.dKennedy of ·Massachusetts, whose son, 

Teddy Jr·~ , haq. lost a l'eg_ to thE? disease ·when he was. 12. ·Former House Speg.kE3r 
Tip O'Neill, fresh from his own cancer-~urgery, lamented the death of his old 
Massachusetts/buddy Silvio Conte from prostate cancer: Tom_Harkin of Iowa told 
of the loss o.:lf two sisters to breast cancer.. A couple qf other senators told of 
the anguish o~ losing their wives to the sam~ dise~se. 

'8iv:en the ~~m~er ofwomen who have battled breast canc~r,· it's no surprise. 
that the diseckse has struck two 1 members· of the House. Barbar'a Vucanov-ich, who 

. . . I . , . . • . . 

was 61 when she ·was elected to ~ongress frqm.Nevada in 1982~ discovered.her 
breast cancer I during a health. screening: given to fres.hman lawmaker's. Though a 
conservative Republican normally opposed to government ,spenditig, .~he has ·. 
successfully ~ponsored legislation extending ~edicare covera~e' to include 

I . . . I 

. mammograms fo:p. older wo.men. Mar1~yn Lloyd of Tennessee, who had. a mastectomy 1n 
· 1·991, has testified in favor of exempting cancer patients .. from a proposed 
federal-ban oh breast implants. R.osa DeLauro of Connectic4t, a survivor of 
ovarian cance~, is another backer of more cancer research~: ' 

. -. . . . r· . . . . . - ·. . . -
·The list orE legislators who have lost relatives_to breast cancer--and have 

strongly·suppbrted research on the disease--is much longer: Olympia Snowe of 
Maine wa·s 8 y~ars old when h.er- mother died, and Connie Morella of Maryland · . I . - . . 

I 
·I. 

I 
I 
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r~ised six nieqes and. nephews after her sister's death. ~te wi~~~ of Corinie.Mack 
of.Florida, Sidney.Yates of Illinois, and Robert Do:tnan.o! California survived 
breast cancer;jin addition to To~ Harkin'~ ~isters, the.di~ease has killed the' 
'mother of Brock Adams, and the w1ves· of B1rch Bayh, Dav1d Durenberger, and James 
Oberstar . .Ober~tar,. a c:;ongressman from Minnesota, .once made a moving speech 
about his dyin~ wife during a ~loor debate: on a cancer- research bill. He was so· 
grateful' for tile care she received at Georg~town University )iospital that he ·has 
helpe~ the uni~ersity secu~e appropriations for va~ious proje~ts. · 

Breast cancL:· has become a -favorite charity ·Oil th~ Hili. An annual 5- . 
kilometer run, [the Natic:maXRacefor the·Cure,- attracts 1S_,b6o :runners and 
raises nearly $700,000. Two years ago it was led by Vice Piesident Da~ Quayle 
and Marilyn Qu~yle, whose mothe~ died pf bre~st .cancer; this year at the 1ront 
of the· pack we:&e Vice President Al Gore and Tipper Gore, who iJ..ost an aunt to the 
disease. . .. J · 

.. · . I I . 
The male co~nterpart of breast cancer is prostate cancer. Its .re¢ent victims 

on the Hi~l in~lude Sil~io ~onte and Senator $park Matsunijga of Haw~ii, but much 
of the attention and new research money comes· fro~ a cru~ade by S~nat~ 
Republican lea~er Bob Dole of Kansas, who had surgery for prostate cancer in 
1991. . I . 

. ·I' ' I • . . 

Dole has talked about,prostate cancer on Larry King Live, joined the bo~rds 
of several Canber gro~ps, ~nd sponsored· testing booths.at the Republican · 
National Convehtion and'the Kansas State Fair. He also got another $36 million 
·for research oh the disease inserted into the federal budget with help from 
three other sehator~ who'd hadprostate surgery~-~ed Stev~ns of Alaska, Jess~ 
Helms of North/.carolina, and Alan Cranston of California. 0: 

. I 
Bob Dole,· they say, has become the ·poster boy of prostate cancer- -a title he 

wears with ·pri~e. 
. . I . 

THIS SPORTING LIFE 
i 

.They call .. themselves the Congressi,onal Sportsmen's Caucus, an alliance of 
'senators and cb~gressmen.dedicated ·to keeping America safe for hunting and 
fishing. Their! adversaries may deride them as th~ "hook.arjd bullet crowd," but 
they're a~SO ared. by how much clout the CaUCUS Wlelds on behalf Of two· of·the 
country's o~deFt and_m~s~ popular sports. . · 

Founded bi ~heri-Congress~an Dick Schulze of Perin~ylvania in 1989·,. the ca~cus 
has grown into[ one.of the largest ad.hoc groups on.the.Hill~ with33 senators 
and 128 congressmen. About 60 percent are Republicans, most representing rural 
areas where th~re i's a lot o{ hunting and fishing. Colorado,. yvyoming,. Montana, 
South Dakota, ~lask~, Mississi~pi, Alab~ma, LoUisiana, an~ Missouri co~nt both 
their senatorsJas caucus members. Its leaders are Conrad Burns of Montana and 

. ~ichard Shelby! of Alabam~ .in the. Senate, ~Don Young of·Ala~ka and Bill Brewster 
of Oklahoma in

1 

the House. · . · · . .. . . .. . · · 
I . . . I 

Some member:s, join the caucus because it. helps back home; but the' group also 1 
• 

includes avid ~utdoorsmen. John Dingell, the Michigan De~ocrat who chairs the 
powerful House1 En-ergy and Commerce Committee, is one· of the Hill'' s most 
enthusiastic b 1ird hunters and. gun collectors, ari'd he has played a major role in 
legislation td protect wetland habitats.· Dingell .also opposes gun control and 
sits on. the Na~tional Rifle Association's board of directo~s,. along with . . 

' 

I 
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I 
Brewster, T$d ~.tevens, and Senator ~~rry Craig of Idaho. 

.. . . .- I 
Although ths sportsmen's caudus leaves .the gun-control issue to its 

individual members,. it wag.es battles to maintain hunting_ arid fishing rights. 
That< always pu~s the caucus a,t odds with animal-rights groups and sometimes with. 
environmentali~t's. ' . . . ' ' ' 

Fishermen oj ~he Hill ~rouse les~ controversy than ~~e~guis wth the guns. 
Nobody pickets '!when the sportsmen's caucus sponsors its anhual bass.:..fishing 
derby on t.he P9tomac--an event that draws such tc:ip-;-flight _anglers as Senator 
Christopher eo~d ot Missouri. . . . . 

· Senator.Johd Breaux, the Louisiana Cajun, is also a big fisherman and was a 
··.major player·, ·ailong with Malcol.m Wallop o,f 'Wyoming, in passing a bill to' restore 
t~e nation's fi~~eries. A lobbyist whq one~ took a.six2hour fishing trip with · 
Breaux says 'tha1t fishing boats--like golf courses. and duck blinds-- are the · 
lobbyist's best! friend: "You've got a captive audiemce .. Get ; em on .a boat anq 
Y,Ou can 'hammer. ~he hell out of I em.• II ' 

·. The Hill's c~dre of bicyclists. also carries .i,ts enthusiasm into the· committee 
rooms. Minriesotk' s James Qbe.rstar, an avid ·biker 'who once was injured. when ·. 
struck by· a car\ ~n Bethe~da, wr?te into 19~2' s high~ay p:i,.ll a· requirement that_· 
every, state appo1nt a nb1cycle and pedestr1an coord1nator,." Joe Kennedy II, .. 
another member bf the Hill's II chain gang., II has proposed that '3' percent of' 
federal _tr~nspo~tation funds' be devoted to bi~e irails--a~proposal ,that·was 

c:sush~d by. the. \'road_ gang." . . : .'. , . . 

· Congressal~o has lots of tenn1s players, a couple of whom! helped allow . 
construction of\ a privately financed tennis stadJum on.federal land in Rock· 
Creek Park. Th~1big boosters were ~enator·J. Bennett Johnston of Louisiana and 

·congressman Nor~ Dicks of'Washirigton, both frequent players on Washington's 
~elebrity tenrti~ circ~it. -' 

I 

And the-y're just amateurs. Two former basketl:;>all stars~ -Senator Bill Bradl~y 
of New Jersey ~~d former Maryland Congressman Tom McMillen--have paid close 
attention tot~~ ~bademic ·scaridal~ of college sports. McMillen arid(Bradley,' both' 
Rhodes scholars) engineered passage of legisl?-tion requiring college's to . 

. disclos~ how ma~y of their athletes. e~rn degrees .. 
. . . . .· I . . 
' . Jim Bunning~ !the seven-te~m·congiessman from Kentucky, carries experience 
into his battles with ma.jqr-league baseball owners,. Though he won 224 games and 
·made seveh,All~Star teams.with the Det:roit Tigers,· Philadelphia Phillies, and 
Pittsburgh Pira~es I Bunning pitched in the era. before. free. ageri,cy and never made 
the big money of modern players. ·Later ori, as a sports ageht, he watched ball 
playersget Pl1Sl"J.ed.around by owners. Which may explain why the lanky 
right;-har1der ke~ps pushing for an end to baseball's exemptio:r;1 from ahti'- trust. 
laws. · 1 

\. ' 

FAMILY AFFAI~S 
.• I 

There ~re sp~ci~l interests, but nobo~y in ~ashington ~s quite so special as 
a lawinaker' E? spduse. Their fingerprints are most often. seen in the nooks and 
.crahnies of publlic affairs that rarely co.me. to light in the papers. . . I , 

. I 
I 

I . I 

I 
I 
I 
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Mrs. _J; B.en:riet t Johnston is a lover of roses, ~which grace· the gar<;len of her 

Northern Viigidia home. In the mid- 1980s, sh~ convinc~d hei husband to 
introduce legi~lation making-the rose America's "nat:ibnal-flora:l emblem"--a 

. ges:ture that cdrresponded hiC'ely with .the interests of the Ameri_can Rose ' · 
Sqciety, based-lin S,hreveport, Louisiana, which is Senator Johnston's home town. 

··This _was accom:8lished despite· competi'tion from the marigold, a favorite of House 
Republican Leaqer Rob~rt Michel of Illinois I and a florid speech ·on behalf of ' 
the . camellia ·,bl Senator Howell. Hefl~n of ·A~abama._ 

Johnston also helped set aside three acres near the US Botanic Gardens for a 
pri vat~ly tund~d national garden, with emph'asis on: the ro'se. So far the p:toj ect 
has ~ttracted ~ore ~han $2 million in donations--$1 million of it from the widow 
of the· iate Se~ator John Heinz· of Pennsyl va:nia ._ - · "· 

. . . I . - , 
In the, House, Annette Lantos has been a major fon::~ in turning the office of 

her hB.sbarid, California Congre·ssman Tom Lantos, into· a clearinghouse for. the 
animal-rights rrtovement. Lantos cail be counted on to get behind nearly all. 
legislation on lthe· issue--'from, attempts to outlaw steel-jawed t~aps to better' 
handling· of peds on air1ihes and on to ihe_ very edges of animal welfar~~ He ' 
wrote the. gove~nmeni of South._ Korea suggesting· that visitors to the Olympics 
would be offenqed by dog meat on m~nus in s'eoul .. And Mrs >Lantos. got a'"·better 
~ousetrap intrddud~d as ·an pption for Hill_offices~-one ·that captured mite_ live 
for release ~l~ewhere. The congressman also is:co-c~ai~man of an infor~al group 
called Congressional Friends of Animals·, along with Congressman Charlie Rose of 
N0rth Caiolina,i whose Wife, Joan~ alSo is interested. ·. · · 

_ . Annet:te Lant
1
os sees her involv~ment in. animal rights:- as a logical ~exte'n:sion 

of the w6rk sh~ arid her husband ha~e done on the Congre~siona:l Human Rights. 
Cauc~s. Her husband ·is co~chairman 6f that grou~, along with Congressman John 
Porter of Ill1nbis, and she is an.uripaid.staff member. Both Tom and Annette· 
Lantos come to 1lthe human-rights issue out of pe:J;sonal ·experience as Jews who· 
survived the Ho~ocaust. Tom Lantos was sent to_ forced-labor camps in· his nat.ive 
'Hung~ry~ escape~ from them to fight in the anti-N~zi resi~tance, arid ended up, 
like his wife, ~~nder the protection of Swedish diplomat Raoul Wallenberg in 
Budapest. . · . 

I / 

I 
The idea forj'the_Human Rights Ca~cus arose out of the experience of 

Congiessman Por~er and his wife, Kathryn. In 1982, during a trip to the! Soviet 
Union to 'meet with Jewish "refuseniks" who had been. deniea exit visas, she was 
strip-searched by Soviet authorit~es.· Back 'in Washihgton:,~her outraged husband 

; contac.ted Lanto:s ,-'and together they_: launched the caucus .. ''" I ' • ' 

. . ·I.- . - - . . . . -
Causes backed by congressional sp6uses som~time~ fl~re in~~ controversy. One· 

I . . . . , 

involved Peace Links, a group of congre·ssional -spouses rounded up'by Betty. 
'Bumpers, wife:of the senior senator from Arkansas. The'group-:...mostly Democrats-· 
-fav6red nuc1ea~ ·disarmament and visited the Soviet Union. Conservatives-thought 
it ~a~ ~ ioony ~iberal outfit, and Jeremiah Denton, Republican senator from 

I . . . . •. , 

Alabama at the :time, denounced·it as a tool of the Commun~sts. It was an 
unpiecedented a~tack on a: colleague's spouse. · 

- . I 
More famous tvas Tipper Gore's crusade to_get the recording industry to warn 

parents about mhsic said to glorify -rape, satanism, and drug abuse. She 
iestified at a·~enat~ heaiing on the .subject along with Susan B~ker, wife of 
'then-Treasury S!2Cretary James Baker. One member of the committee was Tipper's 
husband, then- Senator Al Gore of Tennessee, who acknowledged that while he 

' I I ' . ' -~ ·_ \ .. 

I. 
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liked the musid of two ·witnesses, John Denver and Frank Zappa,. he·could do 
without Twisted Sister. Zappa, who thought Mrs. Gore's idea amounted to· 
censorship, was not· .so kind. I:Ie mocked her Southern accent and' refer'red to her 
and Mrs. Baker la-s "the wives of Big Brother"·- -prompting one senator to rebuke 
him as ''boorish.'"· 

! \I 

I ' 

In 1972, a J1ane carrying· Representati,ve Hale. Boggs,. the Democratic majority 
leader from LoJisi~n~, werit down in the Alaskan mountains~ Searc6· parties looked 
for days, but dhe ciash ~ite was never found. Hale Boggs was succeeded by his 
widow, ;Liridy 1 Jho ended up ·on an ~ppropriations subcomm,i ttee that ·handled the 
budget of the National Aeronautics and' Space Administration: There. ,she became 
the chief·prot~ctor of a NASA satellite-program. called SARSAT. The acronym stood 
for "search-and-rescue satellite," and its ·job was to guide rescue parties. to 
planes· and ships in· trouble; . · · · . · , .. · . ·, · 

. . · .. I . . . . . . 
. · Politicians ~~ometimes are ~)so moved by ~heir parents_ .. Senator Christopher· 
Dodd of Connect1cut:was repay1ng an old fam1ly debt when he ~upported the 
~o~ination of dohn Tower as secretary of·defense: ~6wer, ·~hile a senator from 
Texa~, had stodd up for Dodd'~ father; Senator Thoma~·Doddj duririg censhre 
proceedings agciinst him in the 1960s. 

I , I . . , 
. Other times ·['politicians are thinking_ of. their kids. Senat()r Claiborne Pell ·of 
Rhode Island ljjnked his support for the'nomination of a lesbian lawyer as an . · 
assistant secrE:itary at th~ Department of Housing and Urban Development to the · 
_fact that his dwn daughter. is a lesbian. And Lynn Woolsey, a fn3shman House . 
member from caJhfornia, .introduced her gay son during a press conference in 

. support. of lifting the ban against gays in the military. ', 

REMEMBERING THE WAR? 

It is said tlhat no one· In the generation of Americaris who lived through the 
Great Depressiqn ever, forgot ·it. The experience of_hard times was so vivid that. 

· i.t :stuck in their guts and revealed ,itself later in $Upport for social programs 
like Lyndon Jo~nson'~ war ~n.~overty: It has been said that LBJ never brought ·up 
a bill ort rura~ e~ectrification without a moment of pr~vate ii~enc~ for his' 
mother, whom he remembered sweating over her stove-heated": iron. in the darkness ' 

. of the Texas h~ll country. 
I 

LBJ is loni ~6ne, dnd so .are most of the people on the-Hill for whom the 
Depression was ~~defining moment. One of the few 'remaining powers-~ith that 
hardscrabble e:xlperiertce is Senator Robert Byrd of West Virginia, who was.12 at 
the. time of th~ Crash of '29: Orphaned as a baby and raised by an aunt and uncle 
i~ coal couptr~, Byrd speht a dozen years w6rktng as a groqery cl~rk, butther, 
gas-station at~~ndant; and shipyard welder. No wonder he srabs everything 1 he can 
for his povert~- ridden ~tat~. 

( ' , I . ' ' . - ' 

Nobody ever lforgets being shipped. off to a war,. either. There are 54·World 
War- II vet~r~n~ on the Hill-719-in the ~enate, 35 iri the House. Bob Dole, 7b 
years .old, is ~he last one with a .sho~ at th~ presidency. Dole lost the use of 
an arm .in the Iltalian. campaigp, and Senator Daniel Inouye of Hawaii, who had 
planned to be~ surgeon, lost.his right arm_in the war. 

. I , . , 
World War I]· vets in Congre~s are neaily matched by th~ 52 veterans ·of. the 

Korean copflic~~-14 in the Senate and 38 in. the· House. La~t year a Vietnam-era 
veteran,·Lahe Evans of Illinois,. came within three votes 'of wresting the 

I 
I 
I 
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. chairmanship o~ the House Veterans' .Affairs Committee from G.V .. 11 Sonny 11
. 

Montgomery of Mississippi, who is .tho~ght to be most responsive to the conce~ns 
~f th~ older v~ter~ns with who~.he,served during World War II and th~ conflict 
in Korea.. I . 

• _ 

0 

• Though ~any [members of· the '60s gen~r~tion managed t·o ·.:~.vo~d the w~r in 
V1etnam, · 91 members of Congress are· el1g.1ble for membershli.D. 1n the V1etnam-era • . . I . . . 
Veterans Caucu~. But 9nly 20 pf them-~8 in the Senate; 12 in the House--
~6tually went ~o Vietnam; 33 _wer~ in ~e~u~ar military_units_but never were ·sent 
to the.'war zoh~, and,another 38 were reservists. · 

. The Senate'J war~zone veterans include.fou~:Republicans--Hank Bro~n of 
. .. I · .. o o • • · 

Colorado, Robe:t7t Sm1th of New Hampsh1re, Larry Press.ler of South Dakota, and~ 

Jo~n McCain of[Arizona, a Navy pilot who w_as shb~ down an? .spent si);C years .as a 
pr1soner of wa:t7. The four Democrats are Tom Hark1n of Iowa, Chuck Robb of 
Virginia, JohniKerry .of Massachusett-s, who became a .leader"qf Vietnam Veterans 
Ada1nst the wa:J, and Bob_ Kerrey of Nebraska, who lost a leog to shrapnel . 

. · . , . ': I .. · . . . . . . 

Many .;eterarls.have'taken up issues. related to the _war. McCain and .:rohn Kerry 
have been majo~ players .on the MIA-POW issue,· Tom Daschle of'South.Dakota has 
campa,igned to compensate·veterans who suffer illnesses from exposure to Agent 
Orange. And cliJ.ck Robb' has said that his support· for lifting the ban on.gays in 
t'he military wd.s influenced by his· experience in. the Maripe Corps -legal corps 
watching decor~ted Vietnam vets being discharged because Ehey were homosexuals.· 

·I~ the.HousJ, the seven De~ocrats.and tive Republican~ who.served in Vietrtatn 
include a .coupJle of· POWs. Pete Peterson of Florida,· a_ career Air· Force pilot,· 
spent more -tharl six years in captivity, and Sam Johnson 'of ·:rexas ,· another· Air 
Force pilot; w~s _held six years . in the same camp as John McCain:. 

Several memJer~ of Congress got their start in polit·ics-'by opposing the. 
·Vietnam war. THe two senior Democrats on the House Armed Services .Committee-­
chairman Ronald DellUms of California artd:Pairicia Schroe~~r of Color~do--wer~ . o. . · o I o ' . . 
ant1- war act1v1sts. · . I 

Other types iof '60s activism h~lped shape the politic's of senators and 
. congressmen. _Some of Senator Jay Rock.efeller' s work on peal th reform· is 
trate~ble to wHat he ~aw as a .young VISTA Volunteer in a West Virginia 6oal . 
camp. A couple[of liberal House members worked in LBJ's anti--poverty program-­
Maxine Waters·of California in Head Start and Rosa _DeLaura of Conn~cticut·as a· 

. I'' . . . -
community orgar;tizer .· 

'±h~ civil-rights movement ~haped others, including Cong~essman·John Lewis of· 
Georgia,·the son of an Alabama sharecropper who·became director of the·,student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee. ·The half-dozen former Peace Corps .volunteers~ 
in Congress inqlude. Tony Hall of Ohio, .w.ho has crusaded against hunger,· and · 
Christopher Sh~ys of Connecticut, who has pushed fiational:service le~islation. 

DISABILITES IUP CLOSE . . ' . ; 

An estimated 43 million Americans--one in six-..:.live with disabling physical, 
·mental, 6r emotional condltions. Nearly everyone cares about somebody who 
.struggles withj~ hearing lossj paralysisj ~r any of.a hundred other 
disabilities.·. So it was inevitable, during the debate over the new Americans 
with 'Disabilities Act I that many pol-iticians came ·to the issue' with up-" close 

"':.' 
' ' 
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That .was true of Senator·Lowell Weicker of Connecticut 'and Congressman Tony_ ., 
··Coehio of Caiiiornia, who spcinsored early versidn~. of the bitl in.the ·mid-

1980s. Weickerjis the father o~ a child with Down's syndrome, and Cqehlo: has. 
epilepsy. He had felt the stigma of being disabled.for years, having been kicked 
out of a Jesui~ ~eminary; turned:do~n·for.jobs, forced to give u~~his driver's 
license 1 and hcid his condition used· against him in a .campaign • . . . . . 

. . . . ·. I . . : . 

· .. When Weicke:r;- lost a re-election ·bid and Coehlo, resigned f'rom Congress- in a. 
~link-' bond scar}<;Ial, the disability bill was takeri up by o~hers .. In the Senate.; 
1t was Tom. Hark1n, who· had a deaf brother, and ~ed Kennedy·. Kennedy not only had 
a: son with a m~ssing limb but had. taken part· in. his family, s · spo,nsorship ·of the 
Special Olympi6s and other programs inspired by his mentally ;r-etarded ·~sister, 
Rose~ary. In t~e House, Coehlo handed-off Leadershib on the bill to Stepy Hoy~r 
of Maryland, w*ose wife is epileptic. 

1 
· 

. ' ' 

The 1990 de~ate on the bill~~describ~d by Joseph P. Shapi;t:'O i~ No Pity, a new 
book on the di~abled--produced sorne,moving moi:nents. Harkirt delivered part of·one 
speech oh the floor of the Senate .in sign language direct~d to his brother, who 

- I , . . . 

was wat.ching oq television. And Charles Bennett, then a 79'-year- old Congressm·an 
from Florida, tiold of catching polio-in the Philippines during World War II and 
b~ing tcild he'd never walk ·again. He,had defied the pre~iction, he said, rioting 
that he had walked' with two can·es for more than 40. years. 

O~her Democ~~ts ~ere able to ~ee .the disabili~y issue in personal terms. 
Congressman Ron Coleman of Texas had-taught in a school for the deaf. And 
~enator John'G~enn o~ Ohio had watched his wife struggle to' overcome stuttering. 

f • ~ .... 
. I - . • . , . . 

. Desp'J.te the !costs the bil.l .would impose on busirl~sses, 'it attractesJ. support 
amon~ ~epublicans. Senator Orrin Hatch 0f Utah delivered a tear-filled speech. 
about his'polid- strf~kerr brother-in-law, who slept in an iron lung and whom 
Hatch had once I carried. into a Morm.on temple .. Although he did not talk publicly 
about it untilllater, Senator Pete Domenici of New Mexico hqd coped with the . 
mental illness (of a daughter. But most crucial w·as the support of Bob Dole~ the 
Republican leader in the Senate; who'd lost the use.of his arm in World War IL . ' I . . I .... . ' . . .. ' . . 

I - : • • J I I I 0 .... •. • I 

At the othe;r- ehd of Pennsy;J..vanla Avenue, Pres1dent George Bush had reason to 
be sympa.tlietic .I His son, Neil, ·,was learning-dj.sabled- -one reason why Barbara .. 
Bush; as Fi:st iLa<;Iy, · .~ad foc~sed on 7eading .. And the president himself had often 
spoken of h1s 9-dm1rat1on for a favor1te uncle who had been a great, athlete and 
surgeon until polio left him a quadriplegic. · · . . , . I .. . , . . 
. .· . . I . 

HERE'S TO THE ·OLD COUNTRY 
I . . 

. Nick Rahail!represents a.district in West Virgini~ wheie his main job is £o 
protect coal mining, the domi.nant · local industry. But Rahc:(ll also spends a lot 
~f time traVeling in the Middle East,· criticizing I~iael, ~nd ~upportin~ closer 
US links to thJ Arabs. All of which s~ems a bit ddd--unless-you-know that his 
grandpa~ents e~igr~ted to America.from Lebanon. ' 

. That was 90 l;ears· ago.- -distant enough tci demonstrate how enduring ethnic anq 
racial identity can be in shaping American politicians. In a country peopled by 
immig7ant.s, . it J s no surpr~se to find so many of these gro~p·s well rep~esented on 
the H1ll: I .,.;-; 

1 

. I .-{ 
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IRISH.· ThoJgh nobody_' s- done ~ formal count of Irish-A~ericans on the Hill, 
the .. Friends of jl Ireland,. a group. of senato::r;::s and congre~smen that issues a· 
statement ·each St. Patrick's Day _'condemning~ 'violence by all ·sides in Northern 
Ireland, has about 130 members, many of them with Irish blood. It was started in 
the 1970s by a !group. of· Iris-h pols--Ted Kennedy, Tip 0 1Nelll, Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan,_ and Hligh Carey--known as·the Four.Horsemen. Another c0ngressionc:U 
group, the Comrttittee for Irish Affairs, .has bee!'!. more,cri;tical of British policy 
in Northern Ir~land. The reputation of the'Ir'ish as master politicians :ls 
reinfo:r:-ced by the fact that several recent House speakers-have been·Irish, 
including~John~~cCormack,_ T~p OiNeill·, Jim Wrigh~, a~d Tom Foley.~ __ -. .• 

ITALIANS'. 9everal veteran: Italian- American lawmakers hav~ departed-:.. 
including Silvio Cont~ of Massachusetts, Dante Fascell.of Florida, and Frank 
Annunzio and M~rty Russo of Illinois- -but there are still ·four senators and 24 
_members .of the/ House whose ancestors -carrie f.rom Italy. In th~ Senate· there's Pete 
Domenici of New Mexico, Dehnis DeConcini.of Arizona, Alfonse D'Amato of New 
York, ·and Patrick Leahy of Vermont, whose mother was Italian. House. members 
includeR~mano/Mazzoli' of Kentucky, Connie Morella of Maryland~ Bruce'Vento and 
Jim Oberst~r of Minnesota, and Vic' Faiio, Nancy Pelosi~ and Georg~ Miller of 

·California. Th~ National Italian ·American Foun·dation has counted on their 
sup~or~ m6~tly[on small issues l~ke funding for celebration·of the SOOth 
ann1 versary. of ,-the voyage of Chr1stopher ·Columbus. . . · 

' I I ' ' ' ' 
·JEws: .There; a:re 42 Jewisl) law~akers _on the Hill, nearly half 'from New York· 

and California~ ·T~n are in the Senate-- Barbara Boxer and·Dianne Fein~tein of · 
Californii, He~b Kohl and Russ Feingold of Wisconsiri, Arlen Specter of , 
Pennsylvani~, ~oseph'Lieberman of Connecticut, Howard M~tz~nbaum of Ohio,· Fr~nk 
Lautenberg of New Jersey, Carl Levin of Michigan, _and Paul Wellstone of 
Minnesot9- ... Prctninent House members include Sidney Yates of Illinois, Henry 
Waxman of· Cal'i·fornia, Barney Frahk· of Massachusetts, an<;i Martin 'Frost of Texas. 
Though suppo~tj for Isra~l ~s the b~~ issue a~ong them, ihey•r~ also ·active on 
matters rang1ng frQm.resear~h on Tay-Sachs d1sease to support for the new US _ 
Holocaust Memo~ial Mu~eum. 
'. ' . ' i _· . . . . ' 

Judaism is the sixth-most-common- religious affiliation~; on the ·Hill, according 
. to a survey by[-cc;mg-ressional Quarterly: Roman. Catholics rahk fir~t (141 _ . 
members), Method1sts second (65), Bapt1sts th1rd (62), Presbyter1ans fourth . · 
(54), and Episbopalians .fifth. (50). Th'7re are also 21 Lutherans,· twel~e Mormons, 
s"even Uriitaria~s I 'two Seventh-Day Adventists I and two Christian Scientists. . 

BLACKS. Gonle , are ~he days when Adam Clayton Powe~l in the House· and Edward . ~ 
Broo·k-e in 'the 1Senate were the only visible bli.cks on the. Hill .. The Congressional· 
Black Caucu~~ )fo':-nded in_ l970 and c~aired-by Kwe~si Mfume:.''?f Baltimore, has 40. 
members, mak1n,g 1 t one of the more 1mportant vot1ng blocs ; 1n _the House. Half . a 
dozen are big-icity politicians with more than, twenty years'· of senic;:>rity, 
ir1cluding Cha~~es Rangel of· New_ York City, William Clay of · s.t. Louis, Louis 
Stokes of Clevreland, John Cony7rs ·Jr. of D7troit, and Ronal~ Dellums of, O<:kland. 
Dellums, Conye,rs, ·and Clay cha1r full comm1ttees; another f1fteen subcom)Tilttees 
have black chairmen; and Georgia's John Lewis is a chief deputy whip in the ' · 
House Democradic leadership. 'This puts them in a position to·influence­
l~glslation o~ civil :rights, urSan aid,· diugs, crime,. wel~are~ research on 
sickle-cell aqemia, and other issues. • 

I I 

Race arises in other con~exts as w~ll. Carol Moseley Br~un of Illinois; the 
one bl;;tek sen,tor, took deep offense at attempts to <secure Senate endorsement · '· 

./. 
'I 

I 
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. I . 
for using the Gonf~dera~e flag· in the insignia.of the.Unit~d Daughters of the 
Confederacy .. cdnyers is the. Hill's. 'leading. champion of African-American· cui tu:te,. 
h~ving pushed riational honors for Louis Armstrong and Dizzy .Gillespie ~nd ·· 

. ' I ·. . . ' . 
. secured a Nat1onal Tap Dance Day to honor Bill "Bojangles" Robinson. 

I . . . ., . 
. H·rs~ANICS .. !Growth in ~he ~umber. of H~spanics on. the. Hlli refl~cts the · · 
1ncreas1ng Lat~no populat1on·1n Cal1forn1a., .Texas, Flor1da, and New York~~Two­
thirds. of the Elighteen Hispanic members of the House. c'ome from those four 
states. Mos~ pdwerful are E. ''Kika" de la Garza, who repre~ents a district in 

. ' .. I , . 
the Rio Grande :valley of Texas and is chairman of the. Agriculture Committee, and 
Henry. B ·. , GonzaJJez of· San Antonio, chairman of ·Bankirig, · Finance and Urban . · 
Affairs. Among !the big. issues for Hispanics: immigration policy.and.~he trade 

. pact with Mexico. . ·· . . . . . · ·. - · .· · · , · 

' ' I· ' ' I ' ' ' 

OTHER ETHNICS. Several other groups count on ·regi~lators' p~ying .attention to 
immigration and foreign-policy issues involving ancestral homes .. The_ five 
Greek:-American~ on th.e Hill include. Senator Paul Sarbanes of Maryland and · 
Representative !olympia .Snowe of Ma,ine. Polish-Americans there include Senator 
Barbara MikuJ:skJi of' Maryland, as well as congressmen Dan Rostenk'owski and · 
William Lipins~i of Illinois and.John Oingell o~ Michigan. The bili apologizing . I . . . . . 

. to- Japanese-Amer1cans sent to 1nt~rnment camps was pushed not only by Norman 
Min~ta but. als~ by. his House colleague Robert Matsui of California" who also had 
been sent to' sU!ch a camp. Ben Nighthorse Campbell, the new senator from ·· 

. Colorado, is thie Hill's c;mly Native American- -and· he ·has threatened to. block 
Jack Kent Cooke:~ s n_ew stadium .unless the Was_hington Redskins change their name. 

I 
A KNOCK'AT THE•DOOR 

" j ' 
About· i'o: 3 Q."brie night last April a coll.ege coed named Nancy Moore· Thurmond 

ste~ped_from a ~urb to'cross a_street in Co~umbia, Sou~h ~arolina. She was 22 
years old, a se:nior at. the U_niversity, of Sout·h Carolina, tJ.eaded to law .. schoo1 in 
the fall, and ~~h~duled to. take part a f~w-weeks later in;the Miss South. 
Carolina beautY; pageant. Her mother had won that_pageant in 1966 and. gone. on to 
become a well- ~nown figure in Washington by marrying'66-year-old Strp~· 
Thurmond, 'Soufhl Carolina Is senio'r senator. Nancy; named for her 'mother I was· .the 
.first of the Th!urmonds' · four children. · · · . . I . 

As young Nadcy stepped into the street· that;_ night, a 1987 Plymouth Horizon· 
approachE:id, ,· dri~eri by a woman whose blood contained enougl} alcohol t.o put her 
over the legal ~imit. The car struck the senator's daughtei; .she died of a head 
injury the next! afternoon. Knocked from her hand by the impact was a birthday 
card with a note from ner father. 

,' For sever~+' ~ears I Strom Thurmond had sponsored a bill to require win~,· beer i 
and liqu,or comp:anies to include warnings in .their. advertising about the· safety 
and health problems of their products. Though suppprte? by Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving and oth:er·gro:y.ps, it was opposed by liquor,. advertising,. and. · · 

· · broadcast~ng lopbies and' had always languished .·in committee without a hearing. 

Th~re was a breat.outpouring of sympathy for the. Thurm~pds-on Capi~ol,Hill, 
some of it from! lawmakers who had their. own memories. of similar losses. Senator 
Byron. Dorgan of! North Dakota_, 'whose moth~r had been killed in an accident . 
involvin~ a drunk driver, introduced legislation forcing _states to adopt laws" 
prohibiting opeh'containers of alcohol in vehicles. Thurmond's,bill_finally 
received a- symp:athetic hearing; several·. senators suggested it be passed as a 

I ',J, 
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memorial' to ~is da~ghter. Its fate reiliain~_undecided. 
. ·.. . I . 

When politicians or those close to them are victims of crime, the impulse 
often is to st~ike ba6k ~ith legi~lation. I . . , .. 
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I . . 
Take Robert· 1IKrueger, who replaced Treas.ury .secretary L,loyd Bentsen as senator 

from Texas unt~l his defeat last spring. Kl;'ueger and his,wife, Kathleen, .have 
been ~aq:'assed i~o::. nearly nine years by ·a· former campaigz: worker. who has. 
screamed obscen1t1es over the phone, repeatedly rung the1r doorbell,:and sent 

~ ·I . , . , . . 
them death threats- -a clapslc case of 11 stalk1n,g. 11 Because the hands of. · . 
law-enforcement agencies usually are tied until stalkers ·carry out their 

.threats, Kr~eg~r and Senator ~arbar~ Boxer of California introduced legislation· 
to make stalkidg itself a federal crime. · · · 

. \ Handg~n .vio~ence. als~ h~s ~parked personal crusad-es. The assassi'nations of 
John· Kennedy add Robert Kenhedy transformed them into symbols in the· que·st for 
gun contro-l I add' the wounding of' James Brady in the assa•ssination' attempt on 
Ronald Reagari ~ade him and his wifei Sarah, leaders of the 'anti-gun -movement. 
Mel, Reynolds, . ci freshman congre'ssman from Chicago's south·: pi de, traces his 
trying to ~a~s~ taxes on guns· to the time he·was cut by flying gla~s in a. 
drive-by shoot~ng.during his campaign, and tq the killing of two teenagers 
within .a block lof his office.. · 

. . . Another· kilJing that .unleashed a_ personal 'crusade was that of Tom. Barnes, a 
young aide to donservative Senator Richarq. Shelby of Alabama. Barnes was gunned 
down in 'Januar~ of f992 on a Capitol Hill .street. While a, liberal might have· 
called for more gun .co-ntrol, Shelby suc'cessfully attached._ an ·amendment to a DO 
appropriations ibill requiring the -city to hold ·a.referendum on instituting' the 
death_ penalt~. ·jThe pr~p?sition was· d~feated by DC voters. i 

WE'RE ALL PROS HERE 
I -0 

It's true·t~at Congress is overrun with lawyers, and that many are career 
politicians. B~t that leaves plenty of other congress.men and >s-enators for whom 
politics i~ a ~econd call1ng arid whose previou~: pio~ession~_help shap~ their. 
legislative in~erests. As the profiles in Congre~sional Quart~rly's Politics in 

-America indicat'e, the Hill looks more like America than you might. expect. It 
has its o~n: [ · · , 

Fr'RE CHIEF.i Curt Weldo~ was head .of the volunteer fire ,depa-rtment in Marcus· 
Hook, Pennsylv~nia, before his. electiop to the House in 1986'. In his first term· 
he helped but dut a fire ip the office of_~ouse Speaker· Jim Wright. A co~pie of 
years later he ,led a group of-fellow Republicans with fire- extinguishers arpund 
the Hill 'looking 'for demo~strato~s who might_ be burning the American flag, and 
he gainedan e~emption for fire extinguishers from aphaseout of certain 
.chemicalst unde~the_Clean Air A<;t. He's also founder of the F~re Se:r:vices-
Caucus, whose 430 members make 1t the largest caucus onthe H1ll. · · ,/ . . i ' . . . . ' 

. .DOCTORS. J. !Roy Rowland was a small-town1 physician wf!.en' he was elected to the 
House. in 1982 from southern Georgia. He's used ·that expertise to become a player 
on-AIDS legisl~tion, which has reaped him some criticism.from the -Christian 
Right back home'. Congressman-Jim McDermott of Seattle ·is a psychiatrist who's 
been invoived iln health-care reform, especially in making- sure that ahy new 
n~tional p-rogr~m covers mental illnes~es. ·· 

_· (· ' 
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TOP G~S. lmong several former fighter-pilots in ~ongre~s are Rep_;resentative 
Sam Johnson ofiTexas, whq ~le~.with the Thunderbirds precision- flying ·team and· 
headed the

1
Air!Force's fighter-pilot. school, and Congressman Randy Cunningham of 

Califprnia; whq was a Navy combat ace:in Vietnam and an instructor at the Navy 
school featured ·in the movie Top Gun, which hired him as ·an_ advis.er.- When there 
wa's a debate 'od the Hill about investing in a new ,F- 14D fighter I 'Cunningham ' 
based his suppdrt on the fact that he'd flown it. An admi~'er of John Wayne, .he 

· is the only 1 me~ber of Congress nicknamed "Duke.!' · 
.. . . . . I . . .. ··. . . . . . . . . . .. 

SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT. B1ll Goodl1ng, a Republ1cap congressm~n from 
Pennsylvania, ~eryed ~ore. than two .. decades as. an English teacher~ principal, and· 
'sc:hool superintendent ·before coming to the ~House in 1974 .. Most of his attention 
since then has[foc~s~d on education issues~ and how he is the ~anking Republ~c~n 
on the .Education and Labor Committee. \ 

' ! 
I 

', 

- ACTORS. With the departure of Represe:ntative Ben Jones· of Georgia, ,who 
. played Coo~er dn The Dukes of Hazzard; the Congr~ss is down to· one for~er actor,. 

, I , 
Congressman Fred Grandy .of Iowa,; who played Gopher on .The Love Boat, A. little 

·Hollywood carr~-over was apparent in their defense of. the National ·Endowment for 
· 'the Aits- -a po~ition that did ·not win them many votes in their rural districts. 

' ... ENGINEE~S .l~ew York Congre.ssman George Hochbruec
1

kner' s fight to· prevent 
cancel·lation off the F-:-14D fighter built by Grumman was more ~han just another 
effort to prot~ct an ind~stry in his.Long Island district: He was an ·~ngineer ' 
who'd helped d~sign j:t. Another former. engineer, ·cong.:r:-essman Tom Lewis. of . 
Florida, has u~ed his backg'round in flight· te'sting at Pratt & Whitney· iri .. 
pres.sirig, the F~deral Aviati'on Administration to. spend more research money on 

, I , . 
airline safetyi · . . . · . . 

. I 

, I . . . 
. FBI AGENTS J Don Edwards of California arid Michael Oxley of Ohio were FBI 

agents, but th~y came 'away with markedly different opinions about law ' 
enforcement. o*ley is a strong-defender .of the agency.and~has p~shed legislation 
making it easi~r 'for it to· mount sting operations '-against ':drug launderers. · · 
Edwards, who chairs a subcommittee deal'ing with consb, tutional right's, is one of 
the leading ci~il libertar.i~ns· in the House ·and a 1req~ent ~ritic of thi FBI, 
especially of ·1he. agency's Abscam sting, which snared several congressmen. · 

No look at tthe personal passions of America's legislators would be complete 
without _a noti4e of the heroics of Republican Congressman Tom DeLay of Hous·ton, 
the owher of a1pest-control companywho was·elected to th~ House in 1984. . 
For~et the biglstuff, like his opposition tb federal regulation, or'his support 
for th.e super ~·ollider. Remember the little stuff: DeL~y' 13 office is .always 

. , I , . , . , . 
helpful.when. o1her congressmen call about p~oblems with cock~oaches~ 

.·It happens fre~uently on the Hill, says one of DeLay's aides. ''I U:se4 towor~ 
iri Longworth, a.'nd. they'd crawl on ·my lap and up the phone cord. ·Since I came· 
over here to w6rk for Tom DeLay~ I haven't-seen a·single one." 
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