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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE ON THE ARTS AND THE HUMANITIES 

WASHINGTON, DC 
DECEMBER 2, 1994 

TALKING POINTS 

* It's wonderful to be with you again after our seeing you at. 
the White House in September. Arid I'm particularly .excited to see 

'the momentum you have generated in finding new ways· that the:arts 
·and humanities. can· help expand opportunities ~or children, ' 
strengthen. our economy, arid add new dimensions to our individual 
lives. 

* At the same time, I've heard many of you express concern 
about the future of federal funding for.our country's vibrant 
cultura~. lif~. Obviously none of us can predict what will happen 
-- on ~ny front,· including this one ---in. the new political 
environment we fir-ld ourselves in. But I. sincerely hope that in . 
the months ahead all Americans will stop and think about what ou~ 
nation would be like if monuments, museums, theaters, libraries, 
and other cultural inst'itutions weren't.available to us. 

* ' Over the past l2, yearS I thiS COmmittee haS ~igorously •, , 
supported the.arts arid humanities, and I hope we will work hard 
together to continue that support. Throughout their hist'ories, 
'the NEA, NEH, IMS, and other federal cultural agencies have ' 
enjoyed bi,;.,partisan supporton Capitol Hill. And we all'knowwhy. 
As a nation, we have.always _valued _our diverse .cultural . 
traditions and. taken pride in celebrating·America's creati~e and 
intellectual geriius. We' have always r~lied ci~ 6ur artists and. 
humanists to strengthen the. foundations of our democratic way of 
life. And we have abided by.the notion that all of our.people 
should have acdess t6 ~ur cultural institutions~ 

,\ • I • • 

* As the President said to you earlier this fall, government 
only provides a small measure. of support'for the humanities and 
arts , ~-. but -that sm~ll investi!lent r_eaps enormous ·rewards in human 
terms. Without 'government support, fewer of our cultural 
institutions and organizations would survive. or thrive. Fewer 
children would know the enrichment that comes from cultural' 
activities. And the democratic ideals we have defended and upheld 
for. two centuries ye_ars would be put in: jeopardy. 

* ' ·I know you have been hard at work advancing your ambitious 
agenda. Harvey (Golub) and Ir~ne (Hirano) are working with­
Commerce to encourage. cultural tourism, which cqntributes so much. 
to our economic vitality. cynthia ,(Schneider) and Roger (Johnson) 

· . are looking _at ways .to improve excellence in. federal design. Bill 
(Ivey) and Qui:ncy (Jones) will' be offering ideas about _how to use 
the media to widen people's .appreciation of our cultural life. 
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·And David (Gardner) and 
· examining the important 
philanthropy. 

I 
Terry. (Semel) and their group are . 
questio!l of how to stimulate more private 

· * As you . know, of particula·r interest to me i,s how your work 
will affect the lives of our· .children. As r- said a few mqnths .ago 
when I met you at the White House, ·this committee has tremendous 
potential to provide hopeful and productive outlet's for young'. 
Americans-- indeed to change their lives. Peggy and Rich,,! hope 

'you can share some·of your ideas about how·we can use the arts 
ahd humanities to give our childr.en opportunities for 
intellectual, and creative expression that .generate self~esteem, 
hopefulness, and excitement about the future. 

[Peggy Cooper <:afritz· and Rich Gurin will report--for about' 2 . 
minutes each .. If there is ti-me,-afterward,' Dr. Brademas will­
invite questions and comments from committe'e members to you). 
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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE ON THE'ARTS AND THE HUMANITIES 

WASHINGTON, DC 
DECEMBER. 2 ,· 1994. 

' 

; '. * . It's a privilege to welcome all of you back to Washington·. 
c:tPd to hear a,bout. the .. PJ;"Ogress you have .made in just a. fe'fN short .. . 
months. fc{u~ .&, ~ .n~ ttl)-{- . ' ... - () 0. n. ff) £.-.,.__ 

~.)~ '· ~J-,:,~~~L '~ /"-. ·~' ~r~ 
* I~ heard many of you express concern about the future of~. . 
fed~ral funding for· our country's vibrant cultural life.·. . .·~ ~ 
Obviously none· of us can predict what will .happen.-- on any _cLl.eL .. ~ 
front·, . including this on.e · -- in the new political environment we u.~tcj 
find ourselves.in. But I sincerely hope that in ·the months ahead.~ 
all Americans will stop and think about what our nation would be 1z> .L ,~ · 

.like if monuments, museums, the~ters, libraries, .and other ·q~ 
CUltural institutiOnS WerEm It avai.lable tO US o . ~ ~ 

* There is.a reason that this committee,· over the.past 12 ~. 
years, has vigorously supported the arts and humanities, and I ~-b.,..h; 
hope we will all wor]{ hard to continue .that support.. There is a. ~·ca.1..1 

.. reason that the NEA, NEH, IMS, ·and other federal cultural . ,gv-, 

agencies have enjoyed bi-partisan support on Capitol Hill. on:e · \ 12...c_._. 
reason is that, as· a nation,. we have always valued qur diverse 
cultural traditio:r;ts and taken pride in celebrating ,!Urierica's, 
creative and intellectual genius. We also are a nation·that; for #~ 
200. years, has relied on our artists and. ·humanists to strengthen A . ~ 
the very foundations of our democratic way of life. Ac ~ .P OV:: ~ 

· ~s the Presid t said a few onths ago, "our great pmerican: 1::..,¢) 
cultural traditio s of pluralis , free express'on, and~~lerance" ·~~ 
are rooted in t e arts and hu nities. "The ts and umanities C>V-7J 
are our bridg ·as a people .••• They dr us tog her ••. 
. And they g · e us a window on t:pe human c di.tion at prevents 
us from be oming too com ac:ent, too nu or to fearful .of the 
challeng. s and complexi ie's of the wor d 

. - ,· . ·' 

* The Clihton.AdministraEtm~.~ema4ns~~~~~~to~~~~~~ 
. , an . other federal ,c 

said this fall,· government only provides a small measure of 
support for the humanities and. arts -..:.,\but that small investment· 
reaps enormous"~ewards·in·human terms. Ylithout government 
support, fewer, of, our cultural institutions and. organizations 
would survive or thrive. Fewer children ·would know the enrichment . 
. that comes from cultural activities. And the .democratic ideals.we 
have defended·and upheld for two ·centuries. years would be put in· 
jeopardy. · · 

* I kriow you have been hard at.work advancing your ambitious 
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agenda. Harvey (Golub) and Irene (Hira ) are workingwith 
. Commerce to encourage_ cultural touris_ . cy,rithia- (Sc~neider) arid . 

Roger .(Johnson) are looking at ways to improve excellence ip · 
federal design. 'Bill (Ivey) and Quincy (Jones) will be 'offering 
ideas about how to,use_the media to widen people's appreciation. 
of our cultural life. And David ~Gardner) and his group are 
examining the important question of how to stimulate more private 
philanthropy. 

1 
._· . _ G.--.J- --(~~)~ 

* l>\S ~lar interest to me is how your' work will affect 
the lives of our children. As I said a f_ew months ago when I met , fl.~~ 

· you at ~he Wh}te House, this c<;>mmi ttee has tremenQous po~ent-ial ~--
to proy1.de ~opeful and pr,oductJ.. ve outlets for youn~ Amer 1.cans. ,/'"" . ~ 
Peggy and RJ..ch, _I hope you can share some of your 1.deas about how ~ 

we can use the arts and humanities to give our children ~ 
opportunities for_intellectual and creative expression that : 
generate self-esteem, hopefuln~ss, and exci t~ment about; the ./1. _ .'/1 . 
future. · y ~-

' 
(Peggy Cooper Cafritz and· Rich Gurin will .report for-about 2 
minutes each. If there· is time afterward, Dr. Brademas.wiil 
·invite questions and comments from committee members to you]. 
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* It's a privilege 
and to hear about the 

-- -- ----....------------------------
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months. - · 
~tf:>,._~ '7'T'._;._: __ ~-=-~ ' 

. * There is much concern today about the future of federal 
~, funding ·for our country.'s vibrant cultural life. I hope all 
· ~Americans will stop and think about what our nation would be like 

- t_.;_- if monuments, museums, ·th-eaters~ librarie~, ·and other cultural · \ -~ J institutions weren't. available to us. · 

~- -~1 * .. The Clinton Administration remains committed- to the NEA, 
~ ~ ,J~N~H, IMS, and 'oth~r federal cultural (igencies. ·As the President 

i ~Jsaid this fall, gover~m7nt __ only provides a ~ma~l meas~r7 of_ 
~ 0 support for the human1t1es and arts -- but 1t 1s a cruc1al _ 
_ ""--.J!}easure. Without tha·t support, fewer of our cultural institutions 

JJ1
~ and ·organizations would s_u_ rvive--or thr_ ive~ and fewer children _ 

-- ~would know rj.;the _ enrf;?~ent ·that comes from cultural activities. 
I I . _ 11 , •• _J. ~ ___L_ ~ ~/" ; , • n , •' _ A - "'-<:> 
' t.v( ~ ~ - - ~- ~,-,----, -~ A...A/.Y<----:- -' 

· * · _ I know you have been hard at work advancing your ambitious 
agenda. -Harvey (Golub) and. Irene (Hirano) are working with · 
Cornrilerce_to-enqourage cultural tourism. Cynthiq._ (Schneider) and 
Roger (Johnson) are looking at ways to improve excellence_ in 
federaL design. Bill· (Ivey) and Quince (Jones) will be offering. 
ideas about how .to use the media to widen people's appreciation 
of· our- cultural life. And David. (Gardner) and his group are· 
examining the important question of how to stimulate more private 

·philanthropy. · 

* _Of particular interest tome·is.how your work will affect 
the_lives of our children. As I said a· few months ago when I met 
you at- the White House, this- committe~ has tremendous .potential 
to .provide hopeful and· productive .outlets for-young Americans. 
Peggy arid Rich, I hope you can share some of your ideas about how 
we can use th~ arts· and humanities to give our children 
opportunities for intellectual and creative expression that 
generate' self-cesteem, hopefulness, and excitement about the 
future·. 

(Peggy Cooper Cafritz and Rich Gurin will· report for about 2 
minutes each. If there is time afterward, Dr. Bradeinas will 
invite questions and comments-from committee members to you]. 
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PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE 
\ ' I ' 

ON THE ARTS AND THE. HUMANITIES 
' ' . 

Report 'ofthe'First Clinton· Conunittee 
' 

On September 21, President Clinton aimoun_ced t~e 
appoillfriients of Dr. :John Bradema~ and 31 other pri­
vate sector members to the Presiden(s Committee on 
.the Arts and th.eHumm~ities. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
will ser\·e as the Commiitee,'s Honormy Chair, The 

. appointme,;ts demonst~ate the. President's and First 
· . Lady's 'concel·nfor th~ health a/America's cultural life 
. . and their: commitment to revitalizing ·the President's 
· ·.Corizmittee. ·pr{nted below are 'the President's and First 

Lady's remal'ks atthe White House'ceremony in honor 
of tize ne'~, Presidelit's Co;zmittee members, and the 
remarks of Chairman John Brademas, as w'e(l as ex­
cerpts fro in the President's Committee.'s first meeting: 

' . I' ' ' ' • , 

MJfs: cLINTON'S REMA.RKS AT THE WHITE 
HOUSE, SEPTEMBER21, 1994 . 

It is a great ple:tsure for the· President imd me to 
welcome all of you to ~he White House. We are very pleased 
~nd proud of·this Co~mittee and are gniteful to all who 
agreed-to serve, an.d particu'larly··grateful to Dr.. John 
Brademas for taking on the job of being 'the Chair, the dis- , 
tinguished Vice-Chairs, and everyone wli.o has been willing 

1
to take .time for this commitm~rt. ' · -

We believe thi~ is an important day for those of us 
who care deeply about Ameri<;an' c~ltlire. It's important 
because this Committee ha~ so much potential not only to . 

Presideni·Clinton addressing new ~embers of the President's 
·.Committee, the press, and cultural leaders at the White House on 

. do good In ways that will affect the lives of Americans,. but ' 
also to focus particularly on providing h~peful and produc-
tive outlets for our children: ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' 

We. want .to support and nurture our artists and 
humanists and the traditions that they represent: ·And we want 
also io bring those_ tr~ditions·alive for'literally millions ~nd . 
millions of children· who too often grow up without 
opportunities for creative expression, without opportunitl.es 
. . , . . I 

for intellectual stimulation, without exposure to the diverse 
cultural traditions that contribute to oti~ identity as· · 
America.ns. . . · . · 

. Too often ,today, instead of children diScovering the. 
· . joyful rewards of painting, or music, or; sculpting, ~r writing,· 
· • or testing a new idea, they express themselves through acts 

of frustration; helplessness, hopelessness and everi .violence. 
· ' . ·We see too clearly how the erosion and breakdown 
ofour !Dost cherished institutions have.resulted in a fraying 
of the_whole social fabric: We see it most tragica,lly' in chil-

. dren killing'children.. · 

·sep.tember,21 J994. · · 

. We know that the arts have the potential for oblit~ 
erating. the limits that are too ~ften ·imposed on our live~. 
We know that 'they ca11 take anyone, but particularly a child, · 
and transport that child beyond the bounds that circumstance' 

' , . Mark Your Calendar 
PCAH Meeting Schedule· 

December 2, 1994 
January 25, 1995 
March 31, 1995 · 
June-27, 1995 

· October _18, 1995 

Call the President's Committee at 
.. , , I ' \ 

. ,202/682-5:409for more information 

' President's Committee on the Arts and the Humanitie~ ·IIOO·Pennsylvania -~venue. NW. su'ite 526:\Vashingtori, DC 20506 202/682-5409' ' 
I. \ , '· ,' - ' ': . ~ ' .-



• / I ,, 

has, prescribed, We hope that among contributions t~is Com­
mittee makes, it will be thinking of arid offering ideas about 
lio~ we can provide children with 'safe havens to develop 
and explore their own creative and intellectual potentials. . 

· The arts and humaniti'es have the potenti~l for be-

• to give me free Congre~sionallobbying advice on the side i~ 
retum:for his appointment. -

/President's Committee on the Arts. and the Humanities 

. ing such safe havens. In communities where programs al-

. ready exist, they are providing so~l-saving and life-enhanc- ·. 
ing opportl!nities for young people. And I am delighted 

.,that as one of its 'major endeavors, this Committee will, be 
·considering ways of expanding those opportunities to all of 

I have charged the Presiden(s Committee w~th a~- · 
vancing public understanding of the_ arts and the humanities, 
which is,so imp<;>rtant to our democracy;apd with.establish­
ing new partnerships between the federal agencies and the 

our childi:en.' . .. . . . '. . ' ... 

· · Doing what 'we can here in th~ White House and 
throughout this Administration t~ promote and· nurture the 
arts and humanities is o~·e of the greatest pleasures that has 
been ours in the last 20 months. The P~esident believes so: 
strongly in the role that the arts and humanities play in in­
dividual lives arid ',in' our collective life as a nation. As a . I . . · 1 

child, he found so·much joy and challenge in music and in 
the other,art forms .. And together, we have tried in our own 
lives and. with our daughter to provide that kind of e~poc 
sure. and opportunity. 

. . So, it i~ with great pleasure and particular jqy. in 
front of this group on t~is day, for me to introduce the Presi­
dent of the United States. -

'\ 

PRESIDENT CLINTON'S REJ\1ARKS AT THE \\'HITE 
HOUSE, SEPTEMBER 21, 1994 · 

' I,- ' ' ' 

Thank you'very much,. the 'First Lady and my old 
friend John·Bra'demas, and to ali of you who have agreed to . 
serve, arid your. fry ends ~nd supporters who. are here. . , 

; .. Now, let !Tie thank you all again, all of 'you who 
have agreed to serve on_ the Preside.nt's Committee on the 
Arts. and the Humani'ties, to underscore the vital partner~ 
ship thatmust exist between your government and the pri- . 
vate Citizens who do the work of the arts and the humani­
ties in our ~ation. I want to thank the First Lady for agree-.· 

- ing to be the Honorar{Chair, although this i~ a job she. 
wanted, unlike some.of those I have asked her to take on. 
Y~u couldn't have ~-more appreciative or informed frierid. : 

! •. • ' I 

John Bradem.as to serve as Chairman 
I .am also. very, very pleased that John Brademas 

has agreed to serve as Chairman: I have known him for 
many years since ,his distinguished career in the United 
States Congress and through his brilliant presidency at New 
York University. !.think he is one of our nation's most 
outstanding citizens· ~nd will certainly' be one ~f the most 

. eloquerlt advocates imaginable for the cause you are here. 
to further. · · · · 

. •private sector. . . 
As a sign of our co~mitment to~ the 'arts ,and. the 

humanities today; we have here with us members of the 
· Cabinet and the Adniinistnition, inc.ludirig Secretary Riley, 
·Sheldon Hackney, Jane Alexander, Joe Duffey, arid a num-
ber of other, government officials. · · r 

· ~n ex-traordinary group of Americ~~s .. 
-... 

I appointed, as all of you,can see, an extraordinary 
group of Americans to the Commhtee -. artists, scholars, 
·writers: thinkers,. leaders in the co·rponite world. arid the· 

· philanthropiccol)1munity, committed citize~s. activists_rec­
ognized in their communities - people who 'represenUmt~ 
st~ndi,ng achievement an~ a commitment to the cultural life . 
of our nation - a commitment to keep it alive and to make it . 
. more acce~s.ible. . ' · · · ' · · ·. · · · 

. . . 
. '' .· A report on the progress of cultural life . 

. . By this time next year~.} want yo~ to deliver to me 
. a 'report on the progress we're makirtg in furthering 
America's cultural life.· For 200 years the arts and humani~ 
ti.es. have helped to bridge AmeriCan differences; helped 
Americans to learn to appreciate differences, one from an-. 
o.ther. and to ~uild, sirong and vibran~ institutions ac~~ss , 
our country. You must hel'p us explore ways to do this bet­
ter. 

America•s·leadership role . 

. . . The most dis~urbi~g thing to:me about Aiperican I . 

lif~ today is not the probierns we. have:· aithough we have'. 
problem,s a~pl~nty; it is the lack of unity among Americans 
and the lack ofoptirnis~ we feel in. dealing with those prob-. 
!ems. ' · · ·, · 

JU'st a couple of weeks ago, a distinguished i~ter­
national panel ofeconomists·said that the United States is· 
the mostproductive.countiyin the 'world:. They said that for . 

/ 

He also happens to have been an original co-spon­
sor of the bill that created the National Endowments for the 
Arts and the Humanities, and he wrote the· bill that estab­
lished the Institute of Muse~m.Service's. He also promised . 

' the first time in almost a decade, because of the remarkable 
resurgen5e of our economy; because of the number 'of jobs. 
we're c~eating •. because we account~d for al,most all the job 
growth and three-quarters of the economic growth in the 
se~en great industrial nations ofthe world in the last year · 
and a half; and because we are takirtg on a lot ofour biggest . 
challenges- bringing our government deficit down three years· 

·.in a row for the' first time since Mr. Truman was·President­
'the only country of all the advanced economies to do that. 
And yet, so many Americans still feel that_ ~e're kind of 
.adrift and falling apart from one another ... < . ·. 
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· . · .. .·· Maybe even ~ore important, as: you look toward .. · we a~e, whatwe're doing imd where w~'re goi~g. Arid I feel 
-. , th~ 21st century -- isn't it interesting 'that in the last year and . so good about the work we've done to move America for-

a .half the South Africans wanted ·us to· spend, $35·million ward in the.last20 months, but we'd all have to admit we've 
a~d send our best people to South Africa to "":ork on making still got a lot of work to do in bringing America together, in 
that election a success? The Irish and the English have been' giving our people a realistic reeling abo~t where we are in 
fighti~g fOr ,eight ce~turies now .. They wanted the United the world ~ndwhere we're. going. You c~ri d~ that. You can 
States tobe involved in the process· of reconciliatio-n that is make a huge differe'nce. The arts and humanities. have a!-;· 
now -taking hold in.Northern Ireland. 1After decades of bru- ways helped to do that work. · · 
tal .struggle, the Isnielis and the Arabs wor~ing 'tog~ttier to 
make peace in the Middle East. want the Americans to be :An agenda for the President's Committee 
centraliy involved.· · . " So· I urge you to continudn this work. I urge_ you 

' Even in the moment of our greatest tension' a' few to make your progress report to me.' I .urge you to remem-
days ago in Haiti, one of the military leade'rs said, well, if . ber V:..hat we are trying to do in our schools in helping to 

· the President is determined to do this, and the world com-· ·. improve our children's education with the aits and the hu­
.. ·IT' unity is absolutely dete~ined to go ahead, .~e ~ant the . tnanities. I urge you to work to expand private philantllropy. 
· Americans here. Why is that? We have Haitian Ameii~ We all know that the government in this coimtry provides a 
. cans, Je~ishAmericans: Arab Americans, Irish Americans, crucial measure, but only a tiny measure, of the support 
English Americans. You think of it - this diversity we have· that the arts and the humanities need. 
which cuts acro'ss racial and ~eligious and philosophical and . I urge you to proinote ·international cultural e)(-
regional and inCOille Jines - it is the SOUrce of our great change and understanding, not only. because we need des-·. 
strength today' in a world that 'is ever more, interdependent. perately to know more about· others throughout the world,. 

· And peo- · · · · · but\ because I .be-
. pie look at us and lieve that we 'lllearn 
say,. with all their. a lot more about 
problems- yes, their ·ourselves if we just 

crime rate's too come in .con'tact' 
high; a~d, yes, with people from 
they're too violent; other .wa!ks of life 
yes. too many of and other paths of 

' their kids drop out the world. 
of scho9l; and ye~; . ' . : .. I am very 
there i~ too ri:tuch hopeful' that y~u 
income inequity, es- will mlike a remark- , , 
pec'iaily forworking able contribution to· 
people~ but they get .. this c~tintry. ·I went ' · 
along pretty well. . over :_this list ~f 
And people froma!I people with great 
different kinds, of car~. I tried to get a .. 
backgrounds wind .·very different group 
up pursuing their _ of people. I tried to 

I • • < • I . 

chosen paths in life The President and First Lady listen as Dr. John Brademas speaks atthe White House · imagine all. the dif-
. and living up to their. Ceremony. . . fereni .things. that l 
God-given poten- , hope that this Com-

. tials. And they're adaptable - they ~ork their way through . mittee could qeal with and all the different challenges I hope_ 
the changes that time.and circu'mstance are imposing on theni. .Y,ou could assum~. If I haven't done a good job, it's not your .. 
ThaCs what others think about 1,1s. , fault, it's mine in picking you, but· I think' you're 

· 1 , ;, · pretty special. 
The role of the arts and the hum~mit,ies 

We somehow have to begin to think. that about our- · Making the arts and the humanities accessible 
selves· again: And .I cannot help but believe th~t the arts and . . Let. me say in closing that I hope that in addition to 
humanities must play a central role i~ that task. How .we the schools, you can think about howwe can increase access 

-imagine our own lives and our own future and how we imag- to the arts and humanities all across America for people who 
'in~ ourselves as a country' will have as big ari impact on what might otherwise be isolated, from, them - people who are : 
it is ~eultimately. become as anything inthe world. homebound, people who live in very isolated areas, people 

· .:. But we only find·energy fm dealing with our prob- who now don't even know how to spea)< the language that' 
' !ems arid the heart and the hearing to deal with our differ- .would be necessary to ask for something that might change 
eilces when at least we h;tve a. reali~tic appreciation of where their lives forever., I ask you also to think. of t~at.: 
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11 t-i;l..._-d •>n tlw '·!~tn·ti n: 
-.·c ·.-:in de:' t'I'-'P a ' is ion 

aS we move through a J)(:riod 
big enemy into an uncertain fu­

but courage comes from having 
mat you can connect with what you see 

' ' ' ' L• ' • ' ' 

y~ can help us as we ~ork our 'Y!lY through this in 
remarkable time. in our country's history. I hope you 

enjoy it .. I thank you for sen'ing. And I thank you fo,r being 
heretoday. Thailk yo~. · · · 

REMARKS OF DR. JOHN BRADEMAS AT THE 
WHITE HOUSE, SEPTEMBE;R 21, 1994 " 

M~. President, Mrs. Clinton, at the outset, iet me 
put you both at ease. I am a child of the United State~ 

' House of Representatives and not the Semite, arid there-
'fore," I- shall be very brief. . . . 

-Mr. President, you qo great honor to all of us whom · 
you have asked to serve as members of th~ President's Com-

. mittee on the Arts and the Humanities, and I am grateful tp , 
you for having done me the honor of asking me to chair the·. 
Committee. · · · ' 

·You have chosen an extraordinary group of pri-

·''• ' 

Tharik you again, Mr. President, for the honor that 
. ' \ 

EXCERPTS FROM OPENING STAJ'EMENT-OF DR. 
JOHN BRADEMAS, CHAIRMAN, MEETING XXIX, 
NANCY HANKS CENTER, SEPTEMBER 21, 1994 

I want to extend a warm welcome to all of you whom · 
Piesiden't Ciinton has selected- to se~e on. the Presic;lent 's 
Commi,ttee on the.Arts and the Humanities. You are an out­
standing group of men and women about to embark on an 
exciting day and an important mission. . 

· I am greatly honored· that the President has asked 
' me: to chair this Committee, and that- he has named • to it 
'such an extraordinary group of people. 

. With your help and active partiCipiltion, .I'm con- · 
fident that the President's Committee on the Arts and the· 
Humanities will fu~fill its promise. · 

. . Of course, we_are all delighted that the First Lady, 
H.illary Rodham Clint~n; has graciously, agr~ed to serve as 
Honorary 'Chair of the Committee~ , , 

The prestige of our Committee and the backing of 
the White House can, I feel sure, influence pnvate philan­
thropy in our country and encourage greater support fo,r the-• . 
cultural life of the nation. . - ' 

vate citizens to serve on the Committee, even as th'e public A vital partnership . 
. membets. are .outstanding leade.rs of govemmen( most of As, President Clinton said in naming all of you to 
whom are friends and former colle~gues of mi~e. . ' the Committee, "The federal, state and local gov'eminents 

I. a~ also glad .that the able Ex~cutiye Director of together provide only a small percentage of the support es~ 
the President's Committee is someone who for several years sential.,to ou~ cultural life.· These appointments underscore 
led the Ve~i:int Council o~ the Arts and was for ten years the vital partnership between the government, and the pri" 

. chief of'staff to the distinguished senior Senator from Ver-· v~tte citizens who do 'so·much to enrich and preserve the 
mont, Senator Patrick Leahy - Ellen McCulloch-Lovell. 'arts and the humanities in our country." · 

. . Mr. President, that with all the ,other issues, for- "At a time when our society faces new and pro- ' 
eign ~md domestic, on your mind,' you should have taken found challenges, when we are losing so many of our chi!-

' the time to meet with us today'to:charge us with the mis-. dren;and when sq. many peoplefeel insecure iiuhe face of 
sian of encouraging 'gre~ter support, private and public of' . change, the arts and the humanities 'are f~ndament~l to our 

_ the art's and humanities in American life, is a powe,rful dem- lives as individuals and as a nation." . . 
.onstration of the commitment you and the Firl?t Lady b'ririg- Our Committee can create partnerships 'with other 
to our~ purpose. ' ' ' - federal departments and; agencies, as we are already doing 

You have asked 'us, Mr. ·President, to give you a with the Department of Commerce, to promote cultural tour­
report on the state of the culture in our country, to consider ism .. :.' 
the implications· for the arts and ~he humanities of the in- Please'remember that with so many senior nie~­
formation infrastructure, to encourage: greater access.for bers of the goverriment on our committee, we also func­
the American peopie'to the arts and the'hum.ahities and to tion· as an interagency t~sk force on the arts and .the hu­
look at inte~ational cultural exchanges. · . · manities. Indeed, I'm very pleased .that so many of the 

So, Mr.President, you have given us a tall order. I · government members of the Committee are with us toaay 
am confident, however, that with this superb group of Ameri- . and I'm delighted that Secretary of th~ Interior 'Babbitt has .. 
can~ and the support of th~ President of the Unite<J States ' asked Roger Kenne,dy, Director of the Park Service, to serve; 
and the. First Lady,. we will respond constructively and ef- . that Secretary of the Tre~sury Bentsen has asked his Assis-

. · fectively to your challenge. ' · timt Secretaryfor'.Tax Policy, Leslie SamJ,Jels, to joi~·us; 
' \ . . . . 

.. ,. 
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·il,,\tlh;ir.Sccretary of State Christopher has designiued my Putting the art~ back in the classroom . _ 
f,, 1111t·r colleague in t~e House, Under~ecretary of State for . You will hear toda); about the etTons of the g~v~m­
( il<ofial Affairs. Tim Wtrth, to be a member of the Committee. · · ment to improve educational standards and ro pul·lhc ans 

· · · · · ' back inro the classroom. The Narional· Endowme~l for rhe 
~lh,\lon of th~ President's Committee : Arts and the· Department of· Education have forged. a pim, 

·. . . Now the miss.ion of the President's Co~mittee is · nershipto demonstrllle how the arts fit into the Natio~al Edu-
. (II advance 'public understanding of the.arts and the huniani- cation Goals approved in the Goals 2000 legi~lation Con­
Ill"'· and to ,establish ne~ partnerships between !he. private· .gress passed this year, and to get riatiorial standards- volun~ 

. .:Ctwr and federal agencies to address crit.ical issues facing · tary standards :- in the arts and the humanities ,adopted by 
l·ultural life iri the Uriited States. · · · ·every state. We endorse this 'effort as a necessary founda- · 

· . The arts .and the hum;mities, with their power to . tion for all other efforts to reach <;hildren. · · . 
iuftirm and uplift qur lives and 'to help the country's diverse President Clinton will also ask our Committee to 
population understand and commu'nicate with one another, _pay particular ~tienti6n to what happens to.young people 
should be at the center of everyday life, not at the margins .. , when· they are not in school; to use the power of the arts and,. 

·through !h~ humanities, of ideas, to offer young people ere~ 
Thc.Committee's agenda . ative alternatives to destructive urg~s. · . . . . 

• 1 • Working with the White House, we have developed You_ will hear as ~ell about government partner-
an ambitious agenda for the. Committee. We can succeed - ships, some of which the President's Committee already has 

' with thisagen~a only if all of you are c9mmitted and activt initiated. ' . . . ·,, 0 • • • 

I think it' important here to note that whateyer projects we For e~ample,the Committee was asked by the De-
.. d~cide to undertake 

1
will n~ed to be privately funded. ·so as . partmeilt of Commerce_ to prepare one of the eight new policy 

. y~u go .through this exciting· day, please thin~ about what papers about the National Information Infrastructure- IJetter 
·you can do to advance our work. · · . known as the Information Superhighway.· Our staff.\Vorked 
. .. . Today we'll betalkirig about how the Committee toget~er with the NEA, NEH arid IMS to produce a r~port, 
can help reverse the downward trends in private funding for "Arts, Humanities arid Culnire on the Nil," which was re-

. the arts and the humanities. · · -leased by Secretary Ron Brown on September}. There are 
_This Administration will.do everything it can to · many. significant. projects that 'can come outof that policy ·· 

support cultura'l life, through the personal advocacy or' the· · review. 
President and First Lady, through events at the White House,· 
,through support from other departments ofthe government 

. and by maintaining adequate requests in thefederal budget. 
I think .it is S<,tfe to say, however~ that wi.th continu­

ing efforts to reduce the deficit, and in light of the controver~ 
sies in Congress, our arts imd humanities agencies are not 
likely to win big incre-ases in their 

.. bu'dgets. ·. . · · 

In my . judgement, we 
· should be able to. build the ground­

. ' work for increasing those budgets. 
• ' • ' l. • 

Valuing artists and scholars 
. .\ _. . ' ' . . -

. All of us know that artists 
·and SCholars ani not V<}lued enough, 
nurtured enough. All of us know tha~ 
many cultural, institutions,. whether 
large and established or, small~ and 

. community-based, ar~ 'in economic 
crisis. and that· this condition affects 
the 'access of people to their offerings .. 

· Indeed, the economic situation of the 
arts and the humanities is in many 

I personally hope that o,ur Committ~e ~ill also give 
attention to how we· can encourage more intematioriaJ·ex­

. ,change among artists and humanists. What we may call "cui­
' tural diplomacy" often precedes economiC.exchimge and im­
proves the political climate in foreign affairs. I believe-that 
·if we imaginatively a(jdress cultural diplomacy, we can help 

' . . . 

.respects so fragile that.the loss of 
e~en a modest government grl!nt or 
support from a private donor c'an 
mean.a c'risis. So we'must take seri-· 
busly our mission to stimulate private 
sector giving. 

·President Clinton greetingPCAH Vi~e:Chairs Peggy Cooper Cafritz (right) dnd Cynthia 
. Perrin Schneider (center) at W.hite House Ceremony. · 
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th{s Ad~inistratio~ and our country in other :parts of the 
world. . 

· Th~ Department of Co~merce aiso has encou~ag~d 
a partnership for cultural tourism, to publicize cultural events 
in theUnited States in markets abroad. . , . 

·, 
' 

stitutions; Mr. Williams \Yarned, as flat or declining revenues • 
force rriany nonprofit groups' to rethink their missions and to 
cut back on programs. These short-term savings 'could s·eri- . 
ously weaken the-future developmenlofcultural o~ganiza-
tions .. 

,. 

. · Much of what we do, of course, and what we seek . . . 
to encourage, ~an ~'advanced by an effective media plan. . Corporate support . . 
There are several ways we can work with radio, television Mr. Williams' remarks on corporate giving 
and publications to ,enhance public awareness of tht;! arts and prompted a discussion on how ari~ and humanities groups 
the humanities. ' . . could irhproye their pro~pects for receiving corporate sup-

Now I would like to int~oduc~ the Executive Di- · port. Harvey Golub, the ·chairman and CEO of Ani'erican . 
rector ofour ~ommittee: She has, iri my ~iew, a sup~rb back- Express, responded that corporate leaders are by and large 
ground for her importan! responsibility - nine years as Di~ · supportive of the arts and culture. Corporations, Golub ex­
rector the Vermont Council on the Arts and then ten years 'as·. plained, m~y give through a variety of means, and a separate· 
Chief of Staff to the distinguished senior Senator from Ver- private foundation is only one form. Robert Menschel · 

' mont, Patrick Leahy. I have myself, in therelatively short thought i~at too much emphasis had been. placed on large 
tinie we have been working together, been impressed by her corporations; instead the focus should be on IT1edium-sized 
energy, her intelligence·; her judgement. and her dedication and small companies, where much of the gro'wth in corpo­
to the p,urpose that bririgsus together today. rate America is occurring. ·Terry Semel, Co-Chairman of 

. . 'Now ail of yo~ bring tremendou~ experience to the 'Warner Brothe~s. urged the Committe.e to treat fund-raising. · 
' Committee, and there is always room for new ideas. By the . as a business opportunity; by bringing business, government. 

end of today, I hope to -be able to create working groups to and arts leaders together, Mr. Seine! suggested; it might be 
deal with the items on our,agerid~ as well as a working group possible for the President's Committee to make fund~raisin'g 

. to develop any ideas that emerge from this meeting. pn;>posals more attractive to the corporate sector. ' Bill IVey 
I· will ask each working group to articulate the ob~ suggested that the information superhigh_way offers possi-

jectives of the project it recommends; to identify those gov- bilities for'new sour~es of revenue. · .. 
ernment, corporate or no~ profit partners with which we will. . . . . iames W~lfensohn, Chairman of the John F. 
work to carry out the project; and to indicate how it will be :'Kennedy Centerfor thef>erfcirming Arts, observed artistic 
financed. ; ' .. ' . and schqlarly organizations now must have clear missions .· 

· We will move' ahead· on ·those projects to which · and the programs they offer to funders should be carefully 
the White House has agreed. When new ideas ai:e devel- . thought out'. Mr. Golub, described the· pressures at wo:rk on 
oped, I will review them Jor·~pproval with our Honorary corporate giving programs. While the arts and-the humani-\ 
Chair, Hillary Rodham Clinton. ties have fared relatively w~ll in the pasi, Golub noted that 

We should have a great day together:. More im- corporate donors, like independent foundations, are under. 
· portant_, I believe that working together, we 'can accomplish ,increased. pressure to.address social problems and to supple­
something of significance for the President of the United .. ment public fimding for social services. Whyn pitted, against 
States and for the people of our country, for what we do in· the~e n~eds, the arts and humanities seem less· urgent and 
the arts and the humimities tells who we are as a people. Our. "inevitably suffer, especially when social programs usually, 
education and cultunil institutions are indispensable to th~ offer clear criteria for evaluating suc~ess or failure. · 
quality of our lives, the strength of our communities and the 

' vitality of our democracy, . . . 

SUMMARY OF MEi<:TING XXIX OF THE 
PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE ON THE ARTS AND 
TH~ HUMANITIES, SEPTEMBER 21, 1994 

. Following his r~marks, Chairman Brademas called 
· upon Harold Willia~s. the Presid~nt of the J. Paul Getty · 

1 Trust, to. open a discussion of r~cent. trerids in American 
philanthropy. ·Mr. Williams observed that corpor~te giving · 
had declined along with earnings in recent years. Mr. Wil-· 
Iiams disce~~d trends toward smaller grants and fl1ore cau­
tious grant-making in the wake of arts controversies. The 
trends p\}int to a period of belt-tight~ningJ~r ~ll cult~~al in-

...... 

""'" 

Diversity and audience building 
. _ : · Cynthia Schneider maint~ined that cultural organi­
zations.must present themselves as part of the solution to the_ 
social problems mentioned'by Mr. Golub. Lerone Bennett, 

· Jr~/E~ec~tivt: Editci~ of Ebony magazine; agreed arid added 
. that the problems of American cit!es are caused in pari by 
the absence of the arts arid humanities in the lives of young 
people. He nqted that cultural institutions are· major eco­
nomic forces in Arhe'rican Cities._ The Committee should re­
mind business leaders that the arts and humanities add mii­
lions of dollars to tht< bottom line in many communities. At 

·-the same time, Mr. Bennett continued,_ cultural organizations· · 
need to do a much better job of including minorities on boards , 

, and ln,managerial and curatorial positions while simulta~. · 
neously' expanding their audiences. · ' ' · . 
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Jn-oc Hirano .. the Prcs.i{knt of th~ hpanese~Ameri- · . · · · · · Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
c':ln ~-.111i>n.al ~iuicur11. in Los Angeles. told the Committee He.n·ry Cisnerospraised the role the arts'and humanities play 

3
t:x)ut hCr efforts tl~ hui ld her museum and.increase the• num- · in reaching inner city. youth. Secretary. Cisneros described 

he~ of donors. The m~jority of donQrs tp. this ne.w muse~m · sexeral arts projecis in public liousing projects and noted 
had not. been ~ctiYe panicipan.ts i-n arts ·and humai1itie~ that there needed to be more. The Secretary explained that 

PCA!f Vice-Chair Terry Semel with Pre;ident and Mrs. Cli~ton. 
. ' . ,, 

projects before. Appealing- to these 'do~ors requires institu­
tions to offer varied programming and to open their doors to 
a much more diverse audience. . 

. Susan B~mes-Gelt stated· th~t· a~dience-building 
should begin \}'ith arts education programs, and her remarks 

. were promptly seconded by Rita Moreno and I~aac Stem .. 
The problem, as she and Isaac Stem obs~rved is that ~usic 
and other arts subjects have bee~ almost eli~i~ated. New 
York City, Mr. Stem lament~d, _once haa an outstanding music · 
education program, but no'w two generations of students have . 

, graduated wit_hout these programs.' . 

Reports .from the Departments of Education a~d Hous-
ing and Urban Development 

· : . Madeleine Kunin, .the Deputy Secretary of Educa-
tion, offered the Committee a brief update on tlie National 
Education Goals and recently-enacted J(~gislation. Secretary, 
Rile~ and the bepartmentofEducatiori i'ntend to use the bully 
pulpit to restore confidence in public schools, and to con­
tinue to pushfor voluntary national standards .. Ms .. Kunin 
~raise? the work of ark ed~cation groups in_ securjng the 
mdus10n of the _arts as one of the basic subjects for the K -12 
curriculum. While tuiiling the progress,made to date, she 
also identified two se~ious problems hampering American 

: J ' artists could.·speak to a·t-riSk .. 
youth and win their confidence 
in ways that nb elected official· 
or government spokesman ever 

, could.· Mr. Cisneros suggested 
that the arts and humanities 

. . have an important role to play 
. in bridging the cultural and eco" 

nomic gaps that divide Arrieri~ 
. cans. 

NEA, NEH, and IMS reports 
· · The Committee recon-

vened in the afternoon with pre-; · 
sentations by Sheldon Hackney, . 
Jane Alexander, and Diane 
Frankel, who described the cur­
rent priorities of the NEH, the 
NEA, and the IMS. Ms~ · 

. Alexander pointe~ out that the 
real purchasing power of the 

· NEA's appropriations has de­
clined by 46 'per cent since · 
I 979. Partnerships with other . 
federal agencies an~ with pri­
vate donors, Ms. Aiex·ander told 

. ~he Committee, are cruci~l to the,NEA's strategy for e~pand- . 
m~. support for the arts. Diane Frankel lauded the partner- . 
shtps that mu~e~ms increasingly are forging with schools, a 
development the Institute of Museum Services intends to 
foster witn its grants. Unfortunately, the IMS appropriation 
pennitted it to make_ only 15 awards for such purposes last ·. 
year, and Ms. Frankel told the Committee ,that it easily could · · 
have supported over l 00 worthwhile projects in th'is area: 
Shel~on Hackney also identified crucial areas in the hum~i­
ties where public' and private funds are inadequate: The work 

, of the· state humanities council~, he stressed, is crucia.l to 
buil!iing a sense of community and to fostering, with NEH, 

. the National Conversation. Dr. Hackney challenged the Com~ . 
mitiee ·to help the state ·humanities councils incre~se their .. 
abilities to raise private funds. · . 

A~vice f~r the Preside~t's Co~mitte~ . . . 
The proliferation of ideas led Tell)' Semel and · . 

. . education: the inequalities among school districts· and the · 
. ' distu~bing pres'ence of violenc~ in the schools;. . 

Harvey Golub to caution the Committee to be selective. Pur- · 
suing too many ideas; Sem~l suggested, would be a recipe .. 
for failure. Peggy Cooper Cafritz warned that to earn the · 
respect of the field, -the Ccimmihee·must first create viable 
programs. Tony Podesta noted tliat the Committee's real 
strength. lay, not in any financial resources it'might have, but 
in its ability to use the prestige of the White House to. further 

. changes ,and to· help transmit ~orthwhile ideas .and modei 
projects. - · · · 
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