FIRST .LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON :
PRESIDENT’S COMMITTEE ON THE ARTS AND THE HUMANITIES-
! WASHINGTON, DC
DECEMBER 2, 1994

* TALKING POINTS .

#  It’s wonderful to be w1th you agaln after our seelng you at
the White House in September. And I'm partlcularly excited to see
" the momentum you have generated in finding new ways that the arts
‘and humanities can help expand opportunities for children,.
strengthen our economy, and add new dimensions to our 1nd1v1dual
11ves. . . .

* At the sane t1me, I’ve heard many of you- express concern
about the future of federal funding for our country’s vibrant
cultural life. Obv1ously none of us can predict what will happen
-- on any front, 1nclud1ng this one --.in the new political - -
env1ronment we f1nd ourselves in. But I sincerely hope that in ,
the months ahead all Americans will stop and think about what our
nation would be like if monuments, museums, theaters, libraries,
and other cultural 1nst1tutlons weren’t avallable to us.

o ' over the past 12° years, thlS commlttee has v1gorously ,
supported the.arts and humanities, and I hope we will work hard"
together to continue that support. Throughout their histories,
‘the NEA, NEH, IMS, and other federal cultural agencies have
enjoyed bl-partlsan support on Capitol Hill. And we all know why
As a nation, we have always valued our diverse cultural
traditions and taken prlde in celebratlng America’s creative and
intellectual genius. We have always relied on our artists and.
humanists to strengthen the foundations of our democratic way of
-life. And we have abided by.the notion that all of our people
should have access to our cultural'institutions; ‘

* As the Pre51dent sa1d to you earller thls fall government
only prov1des a small measure of support for the- humanltles and
arts--- but -that small investment reaps enormous: ‘rewards in human
,terms. Without government support, fewer of our cultural
institutions and organizations would survive or thrive. Fewer
children would know the enrichment that comes from cultural ) .
activities. And the democratic ideals we have defended and upheld
for two centurles years would be put ‘in jeopardy. o

T | know you have been hard at work advanc1ng your ambltlous
agenda.’ Harvey (Golub) and Irene (Hirano) are working with.

Commerce to encourage cultural tourism, which contributes so much.

to our economic v1ta11ty Cynthia (Schnelder) and Roger (Johnson)
“.are looking at ways to improve excellence in federal design. Bill
(Ivey) and Qulncy (Jones) will be offering 1deas about how to use
. the: medla to w1den people S apprec1atlon of our cultural life.
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-And David (Gardner) and Terry (Semel) and their group are:
. examining the 1mportant questlon of how to stlmulate more prlvate
phllanthropy . »

R As you know, - of partlcular 1nterest to me 1s how your work
will affect ‘the lives of our children. As I- said a few months ago
when I met you at the White House, this committee has tremendous
.potential to provide hopeful and productive outlets for young
Americans -- indeed to change their lives. Peggy and Rich, .I hope
‘you can share some 6f your ideas about how we can use the arts

- and humanities to give our children opportunities for

~ intellectual and creative expression that generate self esteem,

hopefulness, and exc1tement about the future.

[Peggy Cooper Cafrltz and Rich Gurin w1ll report for about 2
minutes each. If there is time afterward, Dr. Brademas w111
'_1nv1te questlons and comments from commlttee members to you]
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% I4wve heard many of you express concern about the future of
federal funding for our country’s vibrant cultural life.:
: Obviously none of us can predlct what will happen . -- on any CL~uA* ~
front, 1nclud1ng this one =-- in the new pOllthal environment we t*wdtf‘ﬁ
- find ourselves in. But I s1ncerely hope that in the months ahead f”“
all Americans will stop and think about what our nation would be
like if monuments, museuns, theaters, llbrarles, and other : fvdLJJ
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& ~ There is a reason that this commlttee,'over the past 12
years, has vigorously supported the arts and humanltles, and I Cfbk\th
hope we will all work hard to continue that support. There is a e al)
__reason that the NEA, NEH, IMS, and other federal cultural. ,
agen01es have enjoyed bl—partlsan ‘support on Capltol Hill. One ‘j‘ éL;;

- reason is that, as a nation,. we have always valued our diverse R

-~ cultural tradltlons and taken. pride. in celebrating America’s. Lo
creative and 1ntellectua1 genius. We also are a- nation that; for , , é
200 years, has relied on our artists and ‘humanists to strengthen_ o
" the very foundatlons of our democratlc way of llfe. /&C(yLrw/ '

‘ " As, the Pre51d t said a few onths ago "our grea merican, .
;.cultural traditioms of pluralisp, free expressifn, anq/féleranceﬁ QLQZT?
are rooted in the arts and hupdnities. "The afts and Wumanities '

' us togefher. ...

at prevents

fearful of ‘the.

The—cﬁm, .
NFH*,IMS"”Eﬁa'other federal ¢© As the Pre51dent
said this fall, government only prov1des a small measure of
support for the humanities and arts -- 'but that small investment
reaps enormous rewards in’ human terms. Without government )

" support, fewer_of our culturalvlnstltutlons and organizations.
would survive or thrive. Fewer children would know the enrichment
that comes from cultural activities. And the democratic ideals we .
have defended - and upheld for two ‘centuries years would be put’ 1n
-jeopardy

. I know you have been hard at work advan01ng your ambltlous
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agenda. Harvey (Golub) and Irene (Hiran®) are working with-
. Commerce to encourage. cultural tourisr Cynthla (Schnelder) and .
Roger . (Johnson) are 1ook1ng at ways to improve excellence in

. -federal design. 'Bill (Ivey) and Quincy (Jones) will be ‘offering
ideas about how to use the media to widen people’s appreciation.
" of our cultural llfe. And Dav1d\<iafdner) and his group are ‘

" examining the 1mportant question\o

.phllanthropy. S ‘ [ ’fihfu1<§ 0 >

x OFf particular 1nterest to me is how your, work. w111 affect
‘the lives of our children. As I said a few months ago when I met
you at the White House, this committee has tremendous potential

Peggy and Rich, I hope you can share some of your ideas about how
we can use the arts and humanities to give our children
opportunities for 1nte11ectua1 and creative expression that
generate self- esteem, hopefulness, and excitement about the
future.

~r[Peggy Cooper Cafritz and Rlch Gurin w1ll report for- about 2
- minutes each..If there is time afterward, Dr. Brademas will
~invite questions‘and comments from committee members to you].
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TALKING POINTS .

® It’s a pr1v1lege to welcome all of you back to Washlngton
‘and to hear about the progress you have made’ 1n just a few. short

months.

* There .is much concern today about the future of federal
funding for our country’s vibrant cultural life. I hope all
Americans will stop and think about what our nation would be like
if monuments, museums, theaters, libraries,'and other cultural
1nst1tutlons weren’t avallable to us. : coe

" The Cllnton Admlnlstratlon remains commltted to the NEA
EH IMS, and other federal cultural agencies. As the Pre51dent
sald thls fall, government only provides a small measure of '
support for the humanities and arts -- but it is a crucial
~Jpeasure. Without that support fewer of our cultural 1nst1tutlons

\sand organlzatlons would survive or thrive, and fewer children

would know th enr ich ent that comes from cultural activities.
w(4»< V. S S bty il o

' I know you have been hard at work advancing your ambltlous
agenda. Harvey (Golub) and Irene (leano) are working with
Commerce to encourage cultural tourism. Cynthia. (Schnelder) and
Roger (Johnson) are looking at ways to improve excellence in
federal. design. Bill (Ivey) and Quince (Jones) will be offering. -
ideas about how to use the media to widen people’s apprec1atlon
of our cultural life. And David. (Gardner) and his group are-
examining the 1mportant question of how to stlmulate more prlvate

<ph11anthropy.

* . Of particular interest to me ‘is how your work will affect
the lives of our chlldren. As I said a few months ago when I met
you at the White House, . thls,commlttee has tremendous potential
to prov1de ‘hopeful and produdtlve outlets for young Americans.
Peggy and Rich, I hope you can share some of your ideas about how
we can use the arts' and humanities to give our children
opportunltles for intellectual and creative expression that
generate self- esteem, hopefulness, and excitement about the
future. S : o '

[Peggy Cooper Ccafritz and Rich Gurin will report for about 2
minutes each. If there is time afterward, Dr. Brademas will
1nv1te questlons and comments from commlttee members. to you].
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L PRESIDENT S COMMITTEE
ON THE ARTS AND THE HUMANITIES

t

VOn September 21, Ples1dent Cltnton announced the
appointments of Dr. John Brademas and 31 other pri-
vate sector members to the President’s Commiittee on
the Arts and the. Humamtzes Hillary Rodham Clinton
will serve as the Commtttees Honorary Chair. The

" “Lady's concern for the health of America’s cultural life
-.and their-commitment to revitalizing the Pteszdents
“~Cormmittee. Pr mted below are the President’s and First
Lady’'s rema:ks at the White House ceremony. in honor
of the new: Ptestdents Commzttee memibers, and the
remarks of Cliairman John Brademas, as well as ex-
cer pts ﬁom the Presrdent s Commtttee ) ﬁr st meettng

f

o

MKS. CLINTON S REMARKS AT THE WHITE
HOUSE, SEPTEMBER 21 1994

tis a great pleasure for the Presndent and me to
welcome all of you to the White House. We are very pleased

" Brademas for taking. on the job of being the Chair, the dis-

_ tmgutshed Vice-Chairs, and-everyone who has been ~willing
to take time for this commitment. ’

© We believe this is.an important day for those of us

who care deeply about Amierican culture. It’s important

. tive outlets for our children. R
. We. want to support and nurture our amsts and
humanlsts and the traditions that they represent. ‘And we want

for intellectual stimulation, without exposure to the diverse

Amencans T '
Too often today, | instead of chtldren dtscovenng the‘

", or testing a new idea, they express themselves through acts
of frustratlon helplessness hopelessness and even |v1olence
L ‘We see too clearly how the érosion and breakdown

|

of our most cherished institutions have resulted in a fraymg

-dren klllmg children. .

s

‘vappomtments demonstrate the President’s and First.

and proud of -this Committee and are grateful to all who
agreed to serve, and partlcularly grateful to Dr. John

because this Committee has so much potential not only to. -
do good in ways that will affect the lives.of Americans, but .
" also to focus pamcularly on provrdmg hopeful and produc--'

also to bring those tradmons alive for hterally millions and -
‘millions. of children’ who' too often_ grow up without
opportunmes for creative express1on without opportunities

-cultural traditions that _contribute to our ldenttty as’

. joyful rewards of painting, or music, or sculpting, or writing,’

of the ‘whole social fabnc We see 1t most tragtcally in Chll- .

Fall 1994

President' C Imton addressmg new members of the President’s’
. ..,Commmee the press, and cultural leaders at the White House on
September 21 1994 »

We know that the afts have the potentta] for Obllt- ‘
eratmg the limits that are too often’ imposed on our lives.
We know that they can take anyone, but particularly a child, - -
and transport that child beyond the bounds that mrcumstance_

A
’

v Mark Your Calendar
PCAH Meeting Schedule L

December2 1994 oo T
January 25,1995 © ;. f
March 31,1995 S
June 27, 1995

“October 18, 1995

Call the Preszdents Commzttee at -
-.202/682-5409 for more znformatzon

i
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has prescribed,. We hope that among contributions this Com-

mittee makes, it will be thinking of and offering ideas about
how we can provide children with safe havens to develop .

o and explore their own creative and mtellectual potentials.

The arts and humanmes have the potenttal for be-
- ing such safe havens. In commumttes where programs al-

ready exist, they are provrdmg soul- savmg and life-enhanc- .’

ing opportunities for young people And T am delighted
“that as one of its major endeavors, this Committee will be

~cons1der1ng ways of expandmg those opportunmes to all of

our children.

. Doing what we can here in the White House and
throughout this Administration to promote and nurture the
arts and humanities is one of the greatest pleasures that has

‘been ours in the last 20 months. The Presrdent believes so.

strongly in the role that the arts and humamttes pla) in in-
dividual lives and in our collective life as a natton Asa

child, he found so much joy and challenge in music and’in. .

. the otherzart forms.. And together, we have tried in our own

lives and with our daugliter to provrde that kind of expo-
sure and opportumty . :

: ‘So, it is with great pleasure and partrcular joy. in

~front of this group on this day, for me’ t0 mtroduce the Presr- :

dent of the United States. -

. ’
'

'PRESIDENT CLINTON S RE'V[ARKS AT THE \\ HITE
HOUSE, SEP’I‘EMBER 21 1994 '

Thank you very much the Ftrst Lady and my old

friend John® Brademas, and to all of you who have agreed to *

serve .and your. fnends and supporters who are here.
..Now, let me thank you all again, all of you who

have agreed to-serve on the President’s Committee on the

Arts and the Humamttes to underscore the vital partner-

ship that must exist between your government and the pri- )

vate citizens who do the work of the arts and the humani-

" ties in our nation. I want to thank the Ftrst Lady for agree-
- ing to be the Honorary Chair, although this is a job she.

" wanted, unlike some . of those I have asked her to take on.

You couldn’t have a more apprecrattve or informed frtend

John Brademas to serve as Chatrman
I.am also very; very pleased that John Brademas
" has agreed to serve as Chairman: I have known him for

many years since his distinguished. career .in the United .

States Congress and through his brilliant presrdency at New
York University. 1. think he is one of our nation’s most
outstanding citizens and will certainly be one of the most

“eloquent advocates 1magmable for the cause you are here.

to further. - , o s

S He also happens to have been an original co- spon-
sor of the bill that created the. National Endowments for the -
Arts and the Humanities, and he wrote the' bill that estab-
lished the lnstrtute of Museum. Servrces He also promlsed .

_to give me frée Congresswnal lobbylng adv1ce on the side in
 return;for his appomtment : - :

Presrdent S Commlttee on the Arts and the Humamttes ,

1 have charged the President’s Committee with ad-"
- vancing publtc understandmg of the arts and the humamttes
which is so important to our democracy, and with, establish-
ing new partnershrps between the federal agencies and the "
private sector.

As a srgn of our commttment to: the ‘arts and_the
humanities today, we have -here wrth us members of the
- Cabinet and the Administration, 1ncludmg Secretary Riley,
"Sheldon Hackney, Jane Alexander Joe Duffey, and a num-
_ber of other government ofﬁcrals DR
an evtraordmary group of Amerlcans . B

I dppointed, as all of § you can se€, an extraordmary' ,
group of Americans to the Committee -: artists, scholars,
~writers, thinkers, leaders in the. -corporate world. and the"
phtlanthroptc commumty, committed citizens, activists rec-
ognized in their communities - people who- represent- out-’
standrng achtevement and a commitment to the cultural life -
of our nation - a commttment to keep it altve and to make 1t .
~ more accessnble :
TA rePort on the progress of cultural life . .

By this time next year, I want you to deliver to' me
‘a report on the progress we’re making in furthering
America’s cultural life.” For 200 years the arts and humam-
ties have helped to brldge American differences;’ helped
‘Americans to learn to appreciate differences, one from an-_ .
other and'to. build strong and vibrant institutions across
our country You must help us explore ways to do thts bet-", ’
ter. : .

Amertca s Ieadershtp role :

. The most: dtsturbmg thmg to. me about Amertcanv
life today is hot the problems we have, although we have
problems a-plenty; it is the lack of unity among Americans

and the lack of optlmtsm we feel in dealmg wrth those prob- .
- lems.

'

’ Just a couple of weeks ago, a drsnngurshed inter-
national - panel of economists- ‘said that the United States is-
the most producuve country-in the world. .They said that for ‘

. the first time in almost a decade, because of the remarkable ‘

resurgence of our economy; because of the number of jobs.

we’'re creaung, because we accounted for almost all the job "

growth and three-quarters of the economic growth in the
seven great industrial nations of the world in the last year :
and a half; and because we are taking on a lot of \ our biggest '

, challenges bringing our government deficit down three years-

_in a row for the’ ﬁrst time since Mr. Truman was: President -
‘the only country of all the advanced economiés to do that.

* And yet, so many Americans still feel that we're kind- .of .- ’

adnft and falling apart from one another

A




Maybe éven more important.’ as! you look toward

‘ ‘the 21st céntury -- isn’t it interesting that in the last year and
,la half the South Africans wanted us to spend $35'million
and. send our best people to South Africa to work on making
that election a success" The Irish and the' Enghsh have been’
ﬁghtmg for eight centunes now. They wanted the' United

States to be involved in the process-of reconcrlratron that is
now taking hold in Northern Ireland. ,After decades of bru-

tal struggle, the Israelrs and the Arabs workmg together to
make peace in the Middle: East want’ the Americans to be
_ centrally involved. ' ' :
' . Even in the moment of our greatest tension'a few
" days ago in Haiti, one of the military leaders said, well, if

."the President is determmed to do this, and the’ world com--

- munity is absolutely determmed 10 go ahead, we want the
- Americans here. Why is that? ‘We have Haman Ameri-
_cans, Jewish Amerlcans Arab Americans, Irish Americans,

English Americans. You think of it - this dlversrty we have'

which cuts across facial and relrgrous and philosophical and
reglonal and income-lines - it is the source of our great
-'strength today ina world that i is ever more mterdependent
: And peo-' : '
- ple look at us and -
say,, with all thelr.
problems - yes, their
. crime . rate’s too
"high; - and, yes,
they’re. too violent;
yes, too many of
l : their krds drop out
of school and yes,
‘there is too much
- mcome mequtty, es-
o pecrally for working
people - but they get .
" along pretty. well.
And people fromall
differént kinds, of
backgrounds wind
up pursuing their
.chosen paths in life
- and living up to their
God-given poten-
‘tials. And’ they’re adaptable - they work thelr way through
the changes that time and circumstance are 1mposmg on them
That S what others thmk about us. o
KV . ~

- 'The role of the arts and the humanltles , .
' We somehow have to begin to think that-about our-
selves’ again. And 1 cannot help but believe that the arts and

C eremony.

humanities must play a central role ‘in that task. How we

1magme our own lives and our own future and how ‘we imag-
'ine oursélves as a country' will have as brg an impact on what
itis we ultimately. become as anything in the world.

. But we only find: energy for dealmg with our prob-

' lems and the heart and the hearing to deal with our differ-

ences when at least wehave a realistic apprecratron of where

s
B

The President and F zrst Lady Izsten as Dr John Brademas speaks at the Whlre House

*- Making the arts and the humanmes accessrble

'we are, what we 're doing and where we’re going. And I feel
"so good about the work we’ve done to move America for-

ward in the Iast 20 months, but we'd 41 have to admit we’ve

still got a lot of work to do in bringing Amenca together, in

giving our people a reahstlc feeling about where we are in
the world and where we’re going. You can do that “You can
make a huge difference. The arts and humanmes have al-
ways helped to do that work

‘An agenda for the Presrdent 3 Commlttee

Sol urge you to continué’in this work. T urge. you '

\ to make: your progress report to me., [ urge you to remem-
. ber what we are trying to do in our schools in helping to
. improve our children’s education with the arts'and the hu- .
_manities. I urge you to work to expand pnvate phrlanthropy

We all know that the government in this country provides a
crucial ‘measure, but only a tiny measure, of the support

“that the arts and the humamtles néed. .~ -

I urge you to promote ‘international cultural ex-

".change and understandmg, not only because we. need des-
, perately to know more about: others throughout the world,.

but because | be-

a lot more: about -
: g‘ourselves if we Just

come in contact
- with people from
- other .walks of life

‘the world .
.Tam very

~ will make a remark- -
 able contribution to-

over :this list of.
people with great
care. I tried to geta’
" very, different group
of people. I tried to
* imagine all.the dif-
Lo “ferent - things that I
1 o g . hope that this Com- _
mlttee could deal w1th and all the different challenges I hope.

'hopeful that you U

lieve that we'll leam -

,

you could assume. If I haven’t done a good job, it’s not your : ‘

pretty spec1al

‘Let.me say in closing-that I hope that in addition to’
the. schools, you can think about how we can increase access

'to the arts and humanities all across America for people who _ .
‘might otherwise be isolated from them - people who are -
* homebound, people who live in very isolated areas, people -,

who now don’t even know how to speak the langiage that

*.would be necessary to ask for something that might change
their lives forever., I ask'you also to think of that..

and other’ paths of _

w

this country, I went

. fault, it’s mme in p1ck1ng you but I th1nk you're o ‘

'




.‘—,ugc‘ as 2 cvants . but
f; Y mxul on the nl‘t\\(t\c
,*kma we can deve lnp avision

Wn‘ big enemy into an uncertain fu-
eourage, but courage comes from having
W that you can connect wrth what you see

i 4You can help us as we work our way through this in
" this remarkable time in our country’s history.. I hope you
enjoy it. Ithank you for servmg And] thank you for be1ng
. here today Thank you - o , .

-

K REMARKS OF DR. JOHN BRADEMAS AT THE
" WHITE HOUSE SEPTEMBER 21, 1994 : -

‘ M. President, Mrs. Clinton, at the outset, let me
put you both at ease. I am a child of the United States

‘fore, L shall be very brief. -

you have asked to serve as members of the President’s Com-
“mittee on the Arts and the Humanities, and I am grateful to

Committee. - . .

“You have chosen an extraordmary group.of pri-
) vate cmzens to serve on the Commlttee even as the publi¢
- . - .members are outstanding leaders of govemment most of

whom are friends and former colleagues of mine.
. . Tam also glad that the able Executlve Drrector of
‘the President’s Committee is someone who for several years
, led-the Vermont Council on the Arts and was for ten years
. . chief of 'staff to the distinguished senior Senator from Ver-

: mont, Senator Patrick Leahy - Ellen McCulloch Lovell.

o M President, that with all the other issues, for-
ergn and’ domestic, on your mind, you should have taken

“the arts and humanities i in American life, is a powerful dem-

’ to ouripurpose
report on the state.of the culture in our country, to consider
the implications for the arts and the humanities of the in-
formation infrastructure, to encourage greater access for
the American people to the arts and the: humanities and to
look at international cultural exchanges.

~ and the First Lady, we will respond constructwely and ef—'
s - fectrvely to your challenge.

P

ot ’

House of Representatlves and not the Senate and there- ‘

.onstration of the commrtment you and the First Lady bnng‘

fe 45 We move through a period .

-Mr. President, you do great honor to all of us whom

you for having done me the honor of askmg me to charr the'.

o the time to meet with us today’ to- charge us with the mis- .
’ sion of encouraging greater support, private and public of

You have asked us, Mr. Presrdent to grve you a

« - So, Mr. President, you have givenus a tall order. 1
am confident, however, that with this superb group of Ameri-
cans and tlie support of the President of the United States *

cultural lrfe of the nation. .- - i .

B 'l‘hunk you again, Mr. President, for the honor that:

_\\‘l] ,dQ US' . . o ‘ N - T h

'EXCERPTS F ROM dPENING STATEMENT«OF DR.

JOHN BRADEMAS,; CHAIRMAN, MEETING XXIX,

" NANCY HANKS CENTER, SEPTEMBER 21, 1994

: Iwantto extend a warm welcome to all of you whom '
President Clinton has selected to sérve on.the President’s
Committee on the Arts and the Humanities. “You are an out-
standrng group of men and. women about to embark onan -

’ excmng day'and an important mission.

"1 am greatly honored that the- President has asked :

" :me to chair this Committee, and that hé has named to it
‘such an _extraordinary group of people.

- With your help and active participation, I'm con- '

fident that the President’s Commrttee on the Arts and the - -

Humamtres will fulfill its promise.

' of course, we are all dehghted that the First Lady,
Hillary Rodham Clinton, has gracrously agreed 1o serve as
Honorary Chair of the Committee: t -

" The prestige of our Cormittee and the backmg of -
the White House can, I feel sure, influence private philan- .
thropy in our country and encourage greater suppon for the:

N

A vital partnershlp .

As President Clinton said in naming all of you to
the Comnhittee, “The federal state and local governments
together provide only a small percentage of the support es-
sential fo our cultural life.- These appointments underscore.-
the vital partnership between the government, and the pri'—’

“vate citizens who do ‘so-much to ennch and pieserve the

arts and the humanities in ‘our country.”

“At a time when our society faces new and pro-
found challenges when we are losing so many of our chil-:
dren,’and when $0. many people feel insecure in the face of

: Change the arts and the humanities are fundamental to our

\

llves as individuals and as‘a nation.” ;
- Our Committee can create partnershrps wrth other

- federal departments ‘and agencies, as we are already doing

with the Department of Commerce, to promote cultural tour-
ism....0
Please remember that with so many senior mem-

bers of the governmeént on- our Commrttee, we ‘also func- -
tion- as an interagency task force on the arts and the hu-
- manities.

Indeed, I'm very pleased that so many of the
government members of the Commlttee are with us today

‘and I'm delighted that Secretary of the lntenor ‘Babbitt has

asked Roger Kennedy, Director of the Park Service, to serve;

.that Secretary of the Treasury Bentsen has asked his Assis-

tant Secretary for Tax Policy, Leslie Samuels, to join us;.
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) should be able to.build the ground-
g _work for increas_ing those budgets‘.

- . thé access of people to théir offerings.
" Indeed, the economic situation of the

" sector ngmg

,uu

'

\mslon of the PreSldent S Commlttee

Now the mrssron of the President’s Commlttee is -

i advance pUbllC understandmg of the arts and the humani-
tics,
. Qt tor and federal agenc1es to address cntrcal 1ssues facmg

urlmml life in the United States. - " - .-
- The arts .and the humamtres, with their power to

" inform and uplift our lives and to help the country’s diverse

)pulanon understand and communicate with one another,
should be at the center of everyday life, not at the margms

lhc Commlttee s agenda EEPER!

Sl " Working with the White House, we have' developed

. an ambmous agenda. for the ‘Committee. We can succeed -

wnh this agenda only if all of you are committed and active.
B thmk it important here to note- that whatever projects we
declde to undertake will need to be ptivately funded. So as
.. you go through thls excmng “day, please think about what
~you can do to advance our work. - l

Today we’ll be talkmg about how the Commrttee‘
“can help reverse the downward trends in pnvate funding for

the arts and the humanities.

This Admlmstranon w111 do everythmg it can to"
support cultural life, through the: personal ‘advocacy of the

Presrdent and First Lady, through events at the White House,

'_,through support from other départments of the government,
“and by maintaining adequate requests in the federal budget.

I think it is safe to say, however, that with continu-

ing efforts to reduce the deficit, and in light of the controver--

sies in. Congress our arts and humanities agencies are not
llkely to win big mcreases in therr :
budgets : S

"~ In my. Judgement we

Valumg artists and scholars

: "All of us know that artists
-and scho]ars are not valued enough,
nurtured enough. Allof us know that -
many cultural institutions, whether
large and establlshed or, small ‘and .,
- community-based, are in economic
crisis. and that this condition affects

arts and the humanities is in many
.réspects so fragile that the loss of
even a modest govemment grant or
support from a private donor can
mean a crisis. So we ‘must taKe seri-’
ously our mission to stimulate pnvate

y tlhll Sccretary of State Chnstopher has desngnaled my ‘
fonmer: colleague in the House, Undersecretary of State for- .
CGlobal Afﬂnrs Tlm Wmh tobea member ofthe Committee.

and to establish new partnerships between’ the, private

Puttmg the arts back in the classroom
' - You will hear toda) about the efforts of thc govcm-

- ment to improve educational standards and to put-the ans

back into the classroom. The National Endowment for the
Arts and the Department of ‘Education have forged, a par:
nership to demonstrate how the arts fit into the National Edu-
cation Goals approved in the Goals 2000 legxslauon Con-

gress passed this year, and to get national standards - volun-
“tary standards - in the arts and the humanities adopted by
-every state.” We endorse this effort-as a necessary founda-
tion for all other efforts to reach children. -

President Clmton will also ask our Committee to

_pay particular attention to what happens to.young people
- when they are not in school; to use the power of the arts and,. .
' through the humanmes of ideas, to offer young people cre-
) atlve altematlves 1o destructlve urges.

You will hear as well about govemment partner-

,shrps some of Wthh the Presrdent s Commrttee already has

initiated. " . NS
For example the COmmittee was asked by the De-

_ partment of Commerce to prepare one of the eight new pol1cy

papers about the National Information Infrastructure - better
known as the-Information Superhighway. Our staff worked”
together with the NEA, NEH and IMS to produce a report, -
“Arts, Humanities and Culture on the. NII,” which was re-

-leased by Secretary Ron Brown on September 7. There are

many. srgmﬂcant prOJects that can come out of that pol1cy
review. - -

I personally hopé that our Commlttee will also give -

‘ attention to how we can encouragé more international ‘ex-
change among artists and humanists. What we may call “cul-

tural drplomacy often precedes economic.exchange and im-

jproves the political climate in foreign affairs. [ believe that

if we 1mag1nat1vely address cultural d1plomacy, we can help

' Presrdenr C Imton greeting PCAH. Vzce C hazrs Peggy Cooper Cafrzr7 (right) dnd C 'ynthia
S . Perrm Schnelder (center) at Whlte House Ceremony

B



‘ thls Admmrstratron and our country 1n other parts of the .

world. - .
" The Department of Commerce also has encouraged
a partnershlp for cultural tourism, to pubhcrze cultural events
in the United States in marKets abroad. i '
" ~Much of what we do, of course, and- what we seek ,

- to encourage can be ‘advanced by an effective media plan.

There are several ways we can work ‘with radio, television
and publlcatrons to enhance pubhc awareness of the arts and
the humanities. - :
Now I would like to introduce the Exécutive Di- -
rector of our Commrttee She has, in my view, a superb back-
ground for her important responsibility - nine- years as. Di-.-
rector the: Vermont Council on the Arts and then ten years as .
Chief of Staff to the distinguished'senior Senator from Ver-

*-mont, Patrick Leahy.- I have myself, in the relatively short

titne we have been worktng together been impressed by her
energy, her mtelhgence her Judgement and her dedrcauon

* to the purpose that brings us together today.

-'Now all of you bring tremendous experience to the
Commlttee and there is always room for new ideas. By the
end of today, I.hope to be able to create working groups_to
deal with the items on our agerida as well as.a working group .

_ to develop.any ideas that emerge from this meeting.

. T'willask each working group. to articulate the ob-
jectives of the proyect itrecommends; to- 1dentrfy those gov-
emment, corporate-or nonproﬁt partners with which we will -
work to carry out the project; and to 1ndrcate how it wrll be
ﬁnanced '

v

- We will move" ahead on those prOJects to which -

the Whrte House has agreed. When new. ideas are- devel---
- oped, I will review them for- approval wrth our Honorary‘

Chair, Hillary Rodham Clinton. ,
: .. We should have a great day together More im-

- 'portant, I believe that working together, we can accomplish

somethl_n'g of significance for the President of the. United -

States and for the people of our country, for what we do in:-

the arts and the humanities tells who we are as a people. Our.

. education and cultural institutions are rndlspensable o the

~quality of our lives, the strength of our communmes and the
 vitality of our democracy - e L

i

' SUMMARY OF MEETING. XXIX OF THE
~ PRESIDENT’S COMMITTEE ON THE ARTS AND
~ THE HUMAN]TIES SEPTEMBER 21, 1994

. Following. hlS remarks Charrman Brademas called

" upon Harold Williams, the President of the J. Paul Getty *

Trust, to, open a drscussron of recent. trends in Amencan_
philanthropy. “Mr. Williams observed that corporate giving -
had dechned along with earnings in recent years. Mr. Wil-
liams drscemed trends toward smaller grants and more cau-

,UOUS grant- makmg in the wake of arts controversres The

trends pornt to a'period of belt tlghtemng for all cultural in-

stitutions;Mr. Williams warned, as flat or declining revenues ' -
force miany nonprofit groups to rethink their missions and to
cut back on programs. These short-term savings could seri-
" ously weaken the: future development of cultural orgamza—
trons ‘ :

Corporate support .

Mr. erlrams remarks on corporate giving |
prompted a dlSCUSSlOl’l on how arts and humanmes groups
“could improve therr prospects for receiving corporate sup- .
~port. Harvey Golub, the Chairman and CEO of American .
Express responded that corporate leaders are by and large ‘

supportive of the arts and culture. Corporations, Golub ex- -

_plained, may give through a variety of means, and a separate
private foundation is only one form. Robert Menschel
" thought that too much emphasis had been, placed on large
corporatrons instead the focus. should be on medium- srzed :

“and small companies, where much of the growth in corpo- :
rate America is occurring. ' Terry Semel, Co-Chairman of

Warner Brothers, urged-the Committee to treat fund- -raising '
“asa busmess opportunity; by bringirig business, government’

“and arts leaders together Mr. Semel suggested, it might be .
possible for the President's Committee to make fund- “raising
proposals more attractive to the corporate sector. Bill Ivey .

suggested that the 1nformatron superhighway" offers possr- o

bilities for new sources of revenue. . = n

james Wolfensohn, Chairman of the John F -

! 'Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, observed artistic
and scholarly organizations now must have clear missions '
and the programs they offer to funders should be carefully
thought out. Mr. Golub, described the pressures at work on
corporate giving programs While the arts and-the humani-\

" ties have fared relatively well in the past, Golub noted-that

corporate donors, like rndependent foundatrons -are under.
increased pressure to address social problems and to supple-
. ment public funding for social services. When prtted against
these needs, the arts and humanities seem less urgent and
mevrtably suffer, especially when social programs usuallyt

. offer clear criteria for evaluatrng success or farlure

N

. Diversity and audlence bunldmg ‘ ', o
o Cynthra Schneider mamtamed that cultural orgam- .

zatlons must present themselves as part of the solutiontothe . -

-socia] problems mentioned’by Mr. Golub. Lerone Bennett,
Jr Executwe Editor of Ebony magazine; agreed and added
.that the problems of American cities are caused in part by
the absence of the arts and humanities in the lives of young -

people.” He noted that cultural institutions are major eco-

nomic forces in American cities.. The Cominittee should re-
mind business leaders that the arts and humanities add mil-
lions of dollars to the bottom line in many communities. At
‘the same tirhe, Mr. Bennett continued, cultural organizations
need to do a much better job of including minorities on boards -
vand in.managerial and curatorial positions whrle simulta®
neously expandrng their audiences. b
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lrcnc t
‘can \.xmmal \luxcum in Los Angeles, lold the Committee

about her cﬂon\ to build her museum and i increase lho num-*
ter of donors. Tht. nl'l_]Ol'll\’ of donors 10 this new museum
had not, been active pamupanls in arts and humannles

- PCA'H Vice-Chair Terry Semel urg'th President and Mrs. Clinton.

s B E

prOJects before Appealmg to these ‘donors requtres mstltu-

tions to offer varied programming and to, open thelr doors to

a much more diverse audience. . ' -
. Susan’ Bames Gelt stated: that audlence bu1ld1ng

should begm with arts-education programs, and her remarks

were promptly seconded by. Rita Moreno and’ Isaac Stern.
- The problem, as she and Isaac Stern observed is that music

and other arts subjects have been almost eliminated. New |

York City, Mr Sterni lamented once had an outstandmg music

education program, but now two generattons of students have

graduated w1thout these: programs ' e

Reports from the Departments of Educatlon and Hous-
ing and Urban Development _ :
l ‘Madeleine Kunin, the Deputy Secretary of Educa

tion, offered the Committee a brief update on the National,

‘Education Goals and recently -enacted leg1slatlon Secretary
" Riley and the Department of Education intend to use the bully

pulpit to restore confidence in public schools, and to con-

tinue to push for voluntary national standards. Ms. Kunin
praised the’ work of arts’ educatlon groups in: securing. the
inclusion of the arts as one of the basic SUbjCCtS for the K-12
curriculum. While hallmg the progress,made to date, she
also ‘identified two serious problems hampering American
education: the mequalmes among school districts' and"the
dlsturbmg presence of v1olence in the schools.-

- T

firano. the President of the Japanese-Ameri-
Henry Cisneros prarsed the role the arts and humanities play

[ v . - '

Secretarv of Housmg and Urban Development

in reaching inner city. youth. Secretary. Cisneros described

- several arts.projects in_public. housing projects and .noted

that there needed to be more. The Secretary explained that
) « artists could -speak to at- risk.
' youth and win their confidence
in ways that no elected official
or govemment spokesman ever
could. Mr. Cisneros suggested
that the arts and humanities -
. have an important role to play
" inbridging the cultural and & €co- .
nomic gaps that dlv1de Amen— -
_cans. :

NEA, NEH and IMS reports
" The Committeé Tecon-
vened in the afternoon with pre-i
sentations by Sheldon Hackney, |
Jane Alexander, and Diane
Frankel who described the cur-
. rent priorities of the NEH, the
'NEA, and the IMS.  Ms. -
Alexander pointed out that the
real purchasing power of the
"NEA’s approprtatlons has de-
clined by 46 per. cent since -
. 1979. Partnerships with o_ther )
. federal agéncies and with pri-
vate donors, Ms. Alexander told
“the Commlttee are crucial to the NEA’s strategy for expand-
ing support for the arts. ‘Diane Frankel lauded the partner- : '
ships that museums increasingly are forging with schools, a . '
development the Institute of Museum Services mtends to
foster with its grants. Unfortunately, the IMS appropnatlon
permmed it to'make only-15 awards for such purposes last-
year, and Ms. Frankel told the Committee that it easily could
~ have_supported over 100 worthwhlle projects in this area:
Sheldon Hackney also 1dent1ﬁed crucial areas in the humani-
. ties where public and pnvate funds are madequate The work
,of the’state ‘humanities councnls he stressed is crucial to
burldmg a sense of commumty and to fostermg, with NEH,
. theNational Convyersation. Dr. Hackney challenged the Com-
mittee - to help the state humamtles councils i increase their .
abilities to raise pnvate funds. . L

o

i

\

Advnce for the Presndent's Commlttee . SEERN
-, The prohferatlon of ideas led Terry Semel and

Harvey Golub to caution the Commlttee to be selective. Pur- -

suing tod many ideas, Semel suggested would be a recipe
for failure. Peggy Cooper Cafritz warned that to earn the-
respect of the field, the Committee-must first create viable
programs. ~Tony Podesta noted that the Committee’s real
strength lay, not in any financial resources it might have, but
in its ability.to use the prestige of the White House to further
. changes and to ‘help transmit worthwhlle ideas and model
projects. :

o

'pa‘geT
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