1am delighted to have this opportunity 1o contribute to Critical Care Nurse. 1 have, .

trernendous respect for nurses —— for the skills, commitment, and co‘mpassion'vyou,brlng to .

'\ <your work This admrratro%M'mother—'in‘—law, 'Virginia Kell%j, who was a nurse c

M&J—

: for many years, has been re1nforced &gam—and—agm by the dedlcated nurses I have met asl

WLhale we have the f1nest health care- system 1in the world too many Amer1cans éannot I

| tget the health care they need ’F@@’fhere are nearly 40 mllllon Amer1cans w1thout health

1‘nsurance - 1nclud1ng close, to 10 m1lllon. children -- and millions more who are m }‘ -

L underrnsured Desplte M your C(Md efforts your sk1lls and compass1on never reach

e

= the m1lllons of Amerrcans who are shut out of our current health care system

Ivhavef'spent thé better part of the last 20 months.travelling.amund-this Country‘ L

“ "'listening to people's stories. I heard about a child ranning a hlgh‘fev'er who Was turned away. '/

 from two'hOSpltal emergen'c:y 'rOOmsl bee‘a\use ‘h_i.s family did not have 'insurance‘, .and who late_r -
. died of 'menin:g!itis.' The child's ’c’ousin,' w_hose family did have insuran'ce,v,was'hospitalized tor'

- the sameé disease and li‘ved.’ | As 'critieal care _nurses, y'o\u‘have not.onlyﬂ he‘ard‘ these.fami_li'es' o
stories, but have been 'there as "they .h‘a'p‘ben. I can't imagine‘how anyone vvho v‘has liste_ned‘,to. |

- ‘these fam'ilies or'livvatcihed their 'stojries unfold can walk avvay from the issue of health care

- reform now. -

Dunng my travels I have also learned from the health care professronals | have met

Many have told me that thelr hospltals have begun to ' economlze ' by laymg off nurses ——




!

. putting the high quality of care that their patients now receive at risk. ‘In addition, -

" burdensome administrative requirements force nurses to spend an average of one—third of =~ -

‘ A'théirtir'r‘)é.: ;)’n 'pape'gl“;érk./» :Yoﬁ and yog"rwl:;atient‘; deserve better. fMeriCa's-heélth caf; ‘
system rhu_st put bat‘icnts aheaﬁ of papetrwork. - |
As you_l&no'w{Co_ngress WE}S“leE‘J.bIC to pas§ health qére reform legislation 'I‘thisv scssion.
We.iljf‘ingh’ccd‘sﬁéC;al» inféré‘sté havelfoﬁghtvlf;)r L'siixt.y ‘y't:ars té Yprevlcnt heélthjéaré refo?m, and
.this.‘)fjc\:’ar- théy_ \:ya‘géc‘f anﬁr‘;ﬁcc@eﬁfc_d battle. ,’f}vle. Prcsi&enf and-I, however, are pieased 'that
} Ewé 'ha;/e comie further th?ﬁ ever before in the efforf t'or giyé I;ealth sécufity td Aineﬁcaﬁ f'
'faﬁilieé a’xlldto‘.prcserve the high quélity heaith_care .t‘h_at\ our nétiqnv's dOthr;é .and nu.rs‘evs.

deliver today: - We are committed to continuing_ the fight. i' T L




