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I a~ delighted to have thi~ opportunity to c~:mtribute to Critical Care Nurse. . I have.· 
. . ~ - . . - . . 

tremendous respect .for nurses. -- for the skills; commitment, and compassion _you. bring to . 

your wOrk. This a<!fuiiatio)J,~ moth~r~in-law, Virginia 1(cll)t who Was a nurse . 
I -~~ . • • 

. for many years, has been reinforced agaift aBEl aga!n by the dedicated nurses I hf!Ve met as-~· 

··: .... ; :·wofk to rerorm-oUI heaith 'cai'e S);~ttHfl. etAA, ~·.· f't.e.:., ~~· .· 
- . - ' 

, . , .- • . I •" ' ' 

wf:e~e have. the finest health care systemin the world,~ many Amenc~ns~ .·. 
· gefthe health ~are they need. ~,1here:are nearly 40 ~illio~ AI~ericans without health 

. 
1 

insurance-- includin~· ~los~. to 10 million children-- and millio~s more.'who-~re'~ ~. 
•. ilnderiiistited. \Despite~ your c<lDI" itt@iti efforts, your skills mid. compa~siori never reach· 

. ,· .... ·' 
th~ milliorfs''of Aniericans who are shut out <?f our current health cai:e system. . 

I have spent the better part of the last 20 month.s travelling_ around this country· 

I' .listening to people's stories. I heard about a child running a' high fever who was turned away. 
,_. 

from two hospi.tal emergericy moms because his family did _not have insurance, and who later 

die9 of meningitis .. The child's co~sin,. wh~se family did have insur~nce, was hospitalized for . 
. . •' 

. · the .same disease and lived .. As critical care nurses, y~u have not only heard. these. families'· 

. Storie~, .but have b_een th~re as they happen .. I can't imagine how anyone who l!as listened'to 

. t9-es~ families 0; -watehe~ their stories 'unfold can walk away from the issue of health ~are 

reform now .. 

,. 
., During my travels, I have also learned· from the health care professionals· I 'have_ niet. 

'Many h~ve told me that t;heir h~spitals have begun to "economi~e" by laying off nurses:--
.I . . , . ~ I . . ' . : ' ' 

' ' I 

. '' -'. 



. - putting tpe high quality of care -that t~eir patients now receive at risk. In addition; 

burdensome_ admini~trative requirements force nurses t~· spend an average of qne-th1~d. of 

their. time oil paperwork. You and your, patients deserve better. America's ·health care 

system must put patients ahead of paperwork. 

\ 

As you _know,_ Congress was unable to pas~ health- c~re reform legislation this session. 

Well-:finahced 'special inte'rests have- fought for 'sixty years to prevent health- care reform, and 
. ' ~ . . ' 

_this_ year they waged an· unprecedented battle. The President and I, however, are pleased ·that . . . . 

- we have come further than ever before in the effort to give health security to American : 
_,.• ' ,· - ' ' 

families and- tci preserve the high quality health_ care that. our n~tion's doctors. and nurses 
. - ' 

deliver today: We are committed to continuing the fight. 
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