
:services; fosters research and publications. Bestows Kalman Silvert . 
"Award for lifetim~ contribution to the study of Latin America,_LASA 
Meqia awards for outstanding media coverage of Latin America, and 
book awards. Founded: 1966. Members:-3000. Budget: $200,000. 
Computerized Services: Mailing lists. Publications: Brochure, 
annual. • LASA Forum, quarterly. Newsletter ·reporting on. 

. anthropology,· economics, geography, political science, human · 
rights, literature, the arts, and Spanish and Portugese languages in 
Latin· America. Includes research· 'updates. · 

*145*. r·. 

Lawyers Committee on Central America 
2269 Market St., No. 189 · 
San Francisco, CA 941'14 Ph: (415)661-5559 
Paul . Albert, • Coordinator . 
Description: Members of the legal community. Seeks to educate the , 
public on the legal.aspects of United States policy toward Central 
America~ Founded: -1981. Members: '750. Publications: Update, 
r:nonthly.' · 

*146* 
Letelier-Moffitt Memorial Fund for Human 
· Rfgtitsllnstitute for ·Policy Studies 
1601 Cor.necticut Ave. NW, 5th-Fl. . 
Washington, DC 20009 · Ph: (202)234-9382 1 

Robert Gi.Jitteau Jr., Coordinator. 
• • f • • 

. Description: Established in commemoration of Chilean.exile Orlando 
Letelier and his coworker, Ronni Karpen Moffitt, who· ·were 
assassinated ·in Washington, DC (alfegedly. by Chilean intelligence. 

. agents). Investigates an~ seeks to inform· the ·public of humari rights 
violations and state · sponsored· terrorism in Latin America, 
'particularly Chile. Investigates and monitors Letelier-M9ffitt trial. 
. Conducts research· programs, including Women's Project to examine 

· ·the statu's of women in Third World countries, and Indigenous Affairs 
and Human Rights Project to examine the relationship , between. 
economic policy and human rights.· Bestows human. rights. awards 
and grants to individuals •for distinguished service in defense of 
human rights. Sponsors art exhibits featunng ~arpilleras, which are 

.·storied 'tapestries woven by Chilean women. Founded: 1976. 
Members: 4000. Budget: $40,000. Publications: Proceedings from 
Annual Ceremony. Also publishes material on Latin American human 
rights policy; offers film rental service. - ' ' 

*147* 
Los Ninos . 

. 9765 Marconi Dr., St~. 105 
San Ysidro, CA 92173 

· Roque Barros; Contact 

Ph: (619)661-6912 
Fax: (619)661~1363 

Description: Works to help Communities organize nutrition, family 
. gardens, tree-planting, and'school ecology programs in Tijuana and 

Mexicali, Mexico. Conducts research,· educational, and charitable · 
: programs. Maintains library. Founded: 1974. Budget: $500,000. 

Publications: Border Connections, quarterly newsletter. 'Alsp 
publishes Tres · Semillas Para Una Mejor Alimentation (agricultural 
manual) and Nutricion Familiar (nutrition manual). 

*148* .. 
LULAC Foundation "' 
400 1st St. NW, Ste. 72.1 Ph: (202)628-8516 

'too. washington, DC 20001. . · · . Fa)(: (202)528;8518 

0 
Elva Perez, ·Executive Director . · . . 

OD (d Description: Individuals committed to the'improvement of economic, · 
· educational, health, and social conditions in America. Seeks to 

create an alliance between.Hispanics and corporate America·. s'erves. , 
as a research, organization, training, and education resource on· 
issues of importanc~ to the U.S. Hispanic community.,Founded: 

~ 1973. Members: ~5. Budget: $220,000. Publications: The Future of 
' Puerto Rico, Voices from .the Americas, U.S: Immigration Reform, 

lmmigr_ation to the U.S. from Latin America, The Role of Hispanics in 
U.S. Foreign Policy in Latin America, If Not Contadora, Then What?, 
and The .English Only· Movement: An Agenda for Discrimination 
(booklets). · · 

*149* . ~C\)'i\ w,\\(.e) . . . . . . ·. ic 
LULAC National ·Educational Service Centers · 

. Description: Educational corl>oration established by the League of 
United Latin American Citizens (see. separate entry). Seeks to ensure· 

Hispanic Americans Information Directory, 1994-95 

. access to higher education for Hispanic students. Offers counseling 
program to assist students with educational. counseling,. career 
planning, arid financial aid. Conducts Washington Week Seminar, a 
three-day eduq1tional conference for high schoo~ students designed 

. to foster leadership development Operates LULAC · National · , 
Scholars~ip Fund Program .. Also sponsors projects aimed at 
motivating ;>tudents to. study, learn, and explore career option,s . 

. Address mail c/o Encyclopedia of Associations, Gale Research Inc .. 
Founded: 1973. Members: 15. Regional Groups: 6. State Groups: 
60. . 

.*150* l 
Lutheran Coalition on Latin America 
clo Susan Birkelo 
1133 N. Sacremento Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60622 
Susan Birkelo, Contact 

Ph: (312)276-21 04. 

Description: Groups and ,individ'uals working to increase public 
· awareness of conditions in Latin ·America. Encourages awareness of · 

Latin American ' problems an1ong Lutherans and within . their, 
congregations; serves as a resource and referral organization. 
Maintains . speakers' bureau. Founded: '1981: Publications:. 
LUCOLA Newsletter, periodic. 

. *151* ' 
MADRE 
121 W. ,27th St.,Rm. 301 
New York, NY 10001 
Vivian Stromberg, Executive Director 

. ."Ph: (212)627-0444 
Fax: (212)675-3704 . 

Description: Project of the Women's Peace Network. Seeks to: 
qraw public attention to common needs of women and children in 
Central America and the U.S.; end U.S. intervention in Central 
Ameriea and the Caribbean; .build bonds of friendship. Operates 
"twinning" program wherein U.S. day care centers are paired with 

.·Nicaraguan counterparts, facilitating educational. and cultural. 
·exchange. Conducts health campaign. to raise funds for-improved 
health care for women and children, including delivery cif medical 

. supplies ·and- traJning workshops by midwives al)d health 
professionals. Maintains Visual arid Performing Arts Pe~~ . 
Curriculum for elementary and secondary schools focusing· ~n 
problems faced by youth in the U.S. ("Madre" is Spanish for 
"mo.ther.") Founded: 1983. Members:. 23,000. Compute.rized 
Services: PeaceNet. Publications: MADRE (in English and Spanish), 
quarterly newsletter. Also publishes brochures and fact sheets. 

*152*' 
.MCAP Group. . ' , \ 

, 89-50 154th st.: ste. 2B 
Jamaica, NY '11432 
Sherman ·L, Brown, President 

Ph: (718)657-6444 
Fax: (718)523-2063 

Descrfption: Provides bonding, financial, technical; and management. 
assistancl'l to minority-and small construction contractors in cities fqr 
the purpose of assisting the contractors to compete for a more 
equitable share of the construction industry. Services include: surety 
bonding program; financial <!nd construction management; financial 
analysis;· construction project manageme~t. including estimating, 
engineering,.joint venture, and consortia arrangements; procurement 
referrals for: several federally . funded ·building programs. Sponsors 
conferences and workshops on matters of, particular interest to 

. minority contractors, such as bOnding· and nonprofit· housing ... 
. ·Operates MCAP Bonding and Insurance Agency: a for-profit j 

subsidiary. Founded: 1970. Formerly: (1989) Minority Contractors · 
Assistance Project.- · 

*153* 
The Media Institute 
1 000 Potomac St. NW, · Ste. 204 
Washington,· DC 20007 · Ph: (202)298-7512 
Patrick D. Maines, President 
Description:· Encourages and promotes the development of 
knowledge and understanding of American media ·and 
communications. Conducts research into the legal, economic, and'· 
political aspects of the media and communications industry and its · 
role in American society: Maintains a multidirectional program of 
research that focuses on media. performance, the role of new 
technologies: and communications policy. issues;. operates the First 
Amendment Center, .Hispanic Media Center, Center for Media 
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LEAGUE OF UNITED LATIN AMERICAN CITIZENs··· 
_. •NATIONAL BOARD MEETING 

· Hotel Washington · 
-15th & Pennsylvania Avenue, N~W. 

·Washington, D~C. 

THIIRSDAY, October 6 

1:00pm -·5:00pm 

· 2:_00pm- 2:10pm 

2:20pm ~ 2:45pm 

·. ·_ 2:45pm - 3:00pm 

3:30pm - 4:30Pm _ 

" . ·6:30pm -7:OOpm 

7:OOpm ~ _lO:SOpl:n 

.. ,· 

. \ 

·Registration · . . 
Hotel Washmgton 
15th & Pennsylvania Ave., 

-~ Washing ton, D. C. · 
202-638-5900 . 

Welcome -·Ms. Ada R. Pena, LULAC WashingtOn, D.C.· 
State Oirector · · · · 

Opening tifLULAC National.Boatd Meeting.·. 
Mrs. Bele:;t Robles, National President · · 

. . ·. , . I •. . ; 

. _ Mr. Leon Panetta, .White House Qbief of Staff to be 
inducted as Honorary Member of LULAC · 
presentations by California delegation. '-

.Mr. Doug ROss, Assistant s·ecreta!ry, Employment and · 
. Training Adminis~tion, Dep~ent of Labor: . 

. Mi. Jose Velasquez, Deputy ASs~ to President · 
Clinton and Deputy Direytor o~-Political Affairs · 

COcktail Reception 
· Ballroom 

Hotel Washington · 

. •LULAC PRESID~IAL DINNER 
· Keynote Speaker: First Lady Hillary Rodh.am Clinton. 
· The First Lady has acceptEd our invitati~n. 

Guest Spe~ · Fil-st La.dy'of PuertO Rico 
Mrs. :Maga Bossello .· · :\ 

Guests: Congi-essman E4 PastQr . . · ·· . · . 
· Co'J:lgNsswoman Lucille Roybal Allard·· 
Congressm.Bn Carlos ~mei'o Bardelo 

' ' . . . ) . . . ~ . 

Guest Of Honor: 'Mrs;Belen B.lR®Ies 
LULAC NATIONAL PRESIDENT . . . . 

Awards: · COMMUNITY LEADE:asmP .. 
' I 

. . . 
. . . • ! • .. · .... '·.~·:'· 

( . 
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.LVI V""S• ...,--.. ,.._-. .-... 

•· 
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FRIDAY~ OCTOBER 7 . / . -

8:00am -8:45am.·· 

. 9:00am 7 9:30am 

. '9:30am - iO: ()() . I 

' ·,'I 

lO:OOam - 10:30am 

1Q-.30am - ll:OOam 

lll:OOam·-11:30am 

li:30am -·!2:00pm·· 

12:00pm -.1:00pm 
' ( . 

\/ 

• ~· t 

· 'Continental Breakfast i . 

Park:view Room (Meeting all day) · 

Attorney General Janet Reno 
Presentation followed by question 8.nd answer period 

' . . . 

Overview on the Crime Bill and the 
impact on Hispanies · .\ 

Ms. Clali.ssa Cerda, As'sistant Counsel t6 the President, 
i The White Ho~e , : · 

. ·POLICE, PUNISHMENT, PRISONS AND 
. PREVENTION ·-incl~~ Youtn alid Gangs · 

PAlSE.: Mr.' Ce~ar Collantes, LULAC.Nation.al 
· ·. Legislative Anallst · · 

Mr. Jose Barron .· · · 
· . '. Mr. FaUStino Pino·. · · 

ImmigrationmGetting Back to the. Basics. 
Citizenship . · · ,. · 

· LULAC involvement 

i PANEl.: .. Ms; Venecia Rojas KeD.ah, President, LULAC 
· Cotmcil11041 

. Ms. Blanca Matunno, Hispanic Outreach Dire~r 
· Southwest Disability and Business Technical · · . 
Assistanee Center on the Amencanwith Disabilities Act . . . . . . . . 

. .. 
1994 ELECTIONS-WHAT ROLE DO WE PLAY? 

Mr. Andy. Herruuidez, Democrati~,National ComD.littee. 
Hispanic Voter Outreach · 

· Mr. Richard Martinez, Mminis~tive Assistant for 
· ·Congressman, Member, Advisbry_Hispa:riic Advisory 

.· Committee, Republic Na~ional Committee· ~· · . 

LUNCH ON YOUR OWN.(Ro~f Top-Hotel W ashingU>n) 

. I 

\ 

'1 

··' 
' . - . : ~. . \ .. 

I 

.I 
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l~m:- 6:00pm . 

.6:30pm 

)' I. 

., ) 

-3-

NATIONAL BOARD MEETING· . 
. Business Age:r:t.da 

. . LULAC OpeD.ing Procedure~; , 
Pledge of Allegiance . . . . . · 
Prayer of the .League 
Roll Call of Officers · · 

. Agenda Review and Adoption 
,Approval of Previous Minutes 
(El Paso, Texas .July 3, 1~4) 

) ,, 

Corresponde~ce and An:Do~eem~nts 
N~w Charter Applications . · · . · 

Pre~ident's Report-Belen B: Robles. 

'~ate Past President Repo~ 
Mr. Jose Velez · 

1994 National Conventi-;m 

TreasUrer's Report-MI-. Manuel Villarreal 
1994-95 .Budget. .· · · . ·. 
1994 National Convention-El Paso Report. 

i,. 

SER National Report ·~ Pedro Vi~ra, President · 
. ' . . .. 

LNESC YOUfHDINNER C>r Reception 
Capital Room · . . . . .· · : · · 

\ ,' 

.·. SATIJBDAY, odroBER8 

·.8:00am - 8:30am . 
• I, \ 

· · 8:45am- 11:45am 

.. I 

'/ 

Meeting Reconvenes 
I' I . 

· · N ation.8l legal Advisor 
· Mr. Rick Dovalina · ·. · 

!. ( 

,I 

·.•;, 

\ 
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1 f:45am -·. 12:45pm . 

12:45pm ~ 6:00pm 

. !.' 

\' .· \' 

. -... : · .... : ; . ·~.~ .. :·. 

- - -- ..... ~ .- ~ - ~ -
' ' 

I . 

Reports f:rom National dffi~rs: · 
. National Youth President 

. ·National VP for Youth · 
· National VP for Young Adults,·­

Vice President-Southwest 
Vice President-Far WeSt 

. Vice President-North West 
Vice President-North East 
Vice President-South East 
Vice Pre~idem for Elderly 

Report· on Education Sunimit 
. Mr. Ramiro Gonzalez 

State rn,I-ector-Michigan · 
. . . ' 

.• · 
Wor~Lunch 

. REPORTS:. 

LNESC - Richard Roybal . · . - .. 
LULAC FOUNDATION- Ed Pena 
Am:igos de LULAC -Jose Velez · · 

' ' I .t j• , 
1 

• 

,I' I 

1995-LULAC NATIONAL CONVENTION 
. REPORT . . . 

, Mr. Carlos Lopez Nieves. · 

Special RePorts 
Fund Raisers . 

,. . I . . 

Electio!W Appoi.Iltments of Boards . LNEsc·- · 
SER . . ... 
COMMISSION ON EDUCATION· 
HOUSING . . . · ; · 
CO:MMri'fEE TO REVISE CONSTITUTION · . 

• r ~ . • 

STATE DIRECTORS' REPORTS; 

W orkin.g Dinner (if necessary) 

.\ 

. . \ .. 

.\' --- -·--·-···· • ... ·.:..'-:·.-··.,···:-·-:.·-_-;···· . .. _.; 

\. 

',. 

.\. r 
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Schegule RequeSt 

. __ ACCEPT 

TO: 

FROM: 

''t' 

PURPOSE: 

··BACKGROUND, 

PREVIOUS PARTICIPATION: 

DATE-ANDrTIME·: 

9/1/94 

_REJECT _PENDING. 

Patti Solis ~ 

Assistant tO the First Lady and · 
Director ~f Scheduling · 

Suzanna Valdez. · 
Associate Director . . ' 

Office of PUblic Liaison 

Joe Velasquez · 
Assistant ~ the President ' 
Office of Political Aff~rs 

,_:. 
. I 

Fo~ the First Lady 19 ·serve as the keynote speaker 
at the national board of directors dinner for LULAC - . . . . 

·(League of United Latin American Citizens). 

To gemonstrate ·· support. for both the Latino. 
·community and LULAC. 

Established in. 1929, LULAC. is one of the nation's 
oldest and:largest gr'ass roots Hispanic organizations. 
It seeks to. promote full social, political, economic 

· and ediucarional rights for Hispanics in the' United .. 
. States. 

Thursday, ·October 6th Saturday, October 8th, 
LUL.AC will be· holding .a national board . of 
directors conference to foctls·~n the issues that.most 
importantly affect the ~atino co'mmunity, such as 

· crime ·and health care.. , 

LU.LAC h~s. been on~ of. the President's' most 
supp9rtive grou·ps . in the :Latino community 
regardin& health care. and the importance of 
universal coverage. (see attached statement) 

Norte 

Thursqay, October6th -- 7:30pm.· 



.• · 
. LO~ATION:-

PARTICIPANTS: 

. REMARKS REQUIRED: . . ' 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

,/ . ' 

. I .. 

\ .. 

Washington,·D.C . 
· Hotel Washington 
· 15th & Pennsylvania· Avenue NE · 

Belen Robles, LULAC President ~- l'st ·ever female 
President . . , . 
LULAC National Board of Directors -- ·. 
200 participants · 

To be provided by speechwriters. , · 

Open Press 
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Belen b Ruhh.:.h 
. Natior;.l rrMU11nl . 

LVI .. :\C Io Congr~:."Stop·Bickcring 
Gh·e lls li•iiversal Henlth Co\·erage!" 
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• Pn" lllc ,.]; AmericaN- a choice Ul selo::tin~ rne-~tr. C:lle rl~ ~I ~uited U'l their ~i~on~ 

• C<.xnpr;l.ll.·.u~ive prevent3Iive lle~th c.R fca1lolleS_ 
. . · . 
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Honorable Hillary Rodham ClintOtl _ 
ThtPitlt~ . . • 
1\i Whhe Houte. · -
Wuhi~D.C .. - -

. De&t FINt W)t:>. 

· Belen B .. Rob lea . · 
, NIUOnal Preaiel~t 

C?n hehatr of lut..AC, the n.tion's o1de.t and liileat 'Hispanic eivU n.hll or~on. I wo-uld . 
hke to.extend an ihVItation to you to se!'Vt a_a our ~e ~ker at elmer or.thu~_y. Ootober 
6, 199~ at the Hotel Wa~Of\.ln D.C. Thla event!• the culmination of one week Of'.meetinp 
by our Mtional boud of director. which i1 oomorlled of HiipiNCI ftom44'ilta\el. AJ. tht elMer 
we wUI'honor 9e1en B. Ro~lea. ththiltOr)·- ma~na fbst woman national prelident ofL~C. 

I -

Durbia ~., tenn MI. Ro'olte _pianJ to OOMtntrate on a v&rltty o{ l.I~Je~,prlmary Univmal ~art 
Ref~ IItle support for the Crime Bil~ now in ~- Add!tioaai ltiUet lneludl: ~ptlon, 
Eduoatlon, DornMt!c Po&y, Bconomsc ~lopmcnt, Tradt,,Fareip Aft'alrl and civil t1Jhts fat 
all AmlricaN · · _ · · . ._ · · . -· · · · · 

' 

'HtJOitiJc. have contributed much~ _our nation'• cu!ture, hJ~tety and ecoftCm)', ~ we are often 
qverlcok.eci tn the corrlckm of power,• M.J;.Robl• ba pubUQl)' Jtated. -we-~ bo viJion.a.ty to 
: i.J:At the futurt economiC, IOCial and political we1l·belt\l or our piooplt 11 tht belt ~ can 

L~Cv.·Ul ~-t,onor in havinJ rOli u o~ Kernotc Spe&kor l*au• ~~ah·rour ~ent 
and. ~ne you have touch the MW'C of our NatJQTl .. · . · 

·~~. 
Narlanal LULAt 

·. ~!')' ror DomHCJc Polk:)' . 
' . . 

cc: Suwme Valdez / 

·. ·. Ai&odate Director of Public Lia110n 

· encl: 2 

LULAC Kndquartera • State NaUonal Pl!Ua • 221 North Kans.u, Sutte 1211 , El P~. TeXu 79901 
, C91!1 ~77·0726 ·fax (Sl_.5) 577·0914 

'i 



SEP 26 '94 14:38 ADA-TRRVEL,INC. 

The Lea~e of United Latin American Citizens, 

corcUally invites· you to the 

PRESIDiNTIAL D.INNER 
honcrin_g 

BELEN- B . . ROBLES 
LULAC NATIONAL PRESIDBNT · 

KEYNOTE SPiAKER: FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 

GUEST SPEAKER: FIRST LADY 0~ PUBRTO RICO 
, MA.GA ROSSELLO 

Thurlilday, · October 6,. · 1994 

Hotel Waihington . 
15th & Pemnsylvania Avenue, N. w • 

. >Washington, D.C. · 

P.2 

. Black Tie ·Optional 
$50.00 per person 

6:30-7:30 p.m.-. Reception 
,7:30-10:30 .p.m.- Dinner 

.J 

'. ·~ 

. ' 

' . 
I 

\ " 

. / 
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LEAGUE OF UNITED LATIN AMERICAN CITIZENS 
'All fur uue ... Ot~e for All 

National Oftice 

El Paso, Texas 79901 · 
(915) 5_77-0726. (915) ~77-0654 

'FAX: 577-0914 

FAX SHEET 
'•! ' 

'1' · ljono:r:abl~;;~ H'illary Rodhoro. Clinton 
o:~. ~----------~~----~----~~------~----~----~---

Ji'rom: Ad~_ R·; .. Pena I LULAC Nationca.l Office 

.· Subjcct:_I_n_v_1_t ..... e~. __ t i __ o_· n---------,-----~-----~--,-------'----
' ........ 

Fax number:· cc:o2) _456- 6244 · 

. Nuri1ber of pages (including coversheet): __ 5_· '------------:------------

Com men~:~. --~-----------------~----~-------~-----------

Thank YOU)' 

\ ' 

Kenna Ramirez 

- Plense call 577-.0726 or 577-0654, if you have tr9uble recelvi_ng this Jax. 
I, ' - I ' 
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Hcuiorable Hillary Rodbam Clinton 
The First Lady . 
The White House / 

. Washihgton, D.C. 

Dear First Lady: 

Belen B. Robles 
National President 

On hehalf of T.lJT .. A C., the i'IOtinn'~ nldest and lnrgest Hispuiic. civil, rights organintion,: I would ·· 
like to cxtena an invi~tion to yol.i-to serve as rur keynote spe--aker at dinner on thursday, October . 
(\ 1Q94 At. t.he Hntel Washh1.gton, in D.C.1his ~veo.nt is the culni.inationof one week cfmeetinp 

·. by our national board of dir~tors which is comprised of Hispanics from 14 states: At the dirmer 
· we wlll lu:mnr.'RP-l~n R..Roble~. th~ history.- mald.n.g first wom"n national presicJent of LULAC. 

U
.nn;.;_,,e h~ fp,nu Ms. Robles·pl~lsto_,canc~~trate. on a VAriety?! ilsu~s,p~ry Univers~ ca.r.e. ~·· ·.\4 .. ~w2. 
Reform and support for the Cnme Bill now 1Jl Congress- Add1tional15sues mclude: lmmigrahou, ~ 

-· F..titlC'S\t\on, Domesti(' Policy, Ec.oil()ulic Develcopmeuf.tTrade, Foreign Affair& Q.lld civil rishts for 
all Americatis · ' , · · - · I 1 _· 

' t ·• . • ' - • • . ' . ' ' • : 

11Hispa.u.ics.have contributed nmch to our nation1sculture, histo,Y and ec01i~my, yet we are oft~n 
overlooked intl1e corridors of powor," Ms. Robles hos pubUcly stAted. "We must be vbioruuy to 
ensure that the future economiC, social nhd political welJ-beingof our people is the best we can 
mak~ it/' 

LULA~ will be honor. in he.vin_syou u our Kc:>:now Spc.aker ~u:se tlauugh yuur conuuitment 
aud canng· you have touch the future of our Nation.. · , · · . · - ._ 

-Sincerely, 
-, 

Adn R. Pena . 
National LUI.AC· 

._ Secretary for Domestic Policy 

cc: Suza.1.111e Valdez 
Assoeiate Director of Public liaison 

encl: 2 . '. 

LULAC Headquarter~ • State Nattonal. Plaza • 221· North Kansas. Suite 1211 • El Paso, T~ 7990 I 
(915) 577-0728 •,Fax lOIS) 677-001'4 



Relen B. Robles 
Nl\1 iouAI Presirlent · 

· LULAC To Cong•·ess: ''Stop Uickering 
GiveUs'Uilivers~ll-lealth Coverage!~' 

· Pnr immediate release: Augu~t 17. 1994 
lnf(lrrl\llliOII: a~len Roblet~,.577.{)72(l 

l. • . . 

The I.A.'ag1•~ of llnil~(\ L:1tin 1\m<.>rican Cili7.C"m: (L\ILAC) 1':1id to .. lay it Rllppni·tfl universnl henlth 
., . ._ ,. . . ' ··.- . ' . ' .. 

t;arr covel·ii!!c whid1 would provide minim,\1111 impad In the poor, w~lrking women, ~nior r.iti7.P.n~ .. 

and'sinall hu~ine.~sn1en and women .. Lll.l ,A(' ectlled on Omgress l\l pulaside party diiTerences in 
. \ ' 

1lle i!llercst or the heaith ~m<l well-heing of a!l Americans. Inn teller l(; the House and Senate 

cnnunille.es wr~1;tling with hculth care rer<n111. LULAC nHtiomtl·ofncinls outlined wh~t it feels. are 
tlu~ key point~ in an effet:t-ive universnl.he.nlth care program and advised· meinbers of Congres!i that 

. it w_ant11 lo he im:luded in the implemenllltillll, ovei'Siglu am.l evaluation of proposed legi!dation. 
, , I , _... 

Belen Robles, pre~idei1l of UJLAC, the nation's oldest .rtmllargesl Hispanic civil rights 
. . . 

orgalli7.ation, ~lid ln<.lay in Pli('.JlO RiCl) I hal LUL';C hn~ hegun a J~bbying campaign Willl all 
. I : 

n_l~ltli'!Cts 11f C\ltlgr~:-;s lo itJfl,llll lhcu• 11f ,,;~ tH.:t.:d lt.~. pn,villt: lt~<lllh cme cov~i·41ge for aii,Arnericans 

regnrdler.r. nf ubility- i<l pny, whilc.prqlccting thcfiniuicinl viRbility of r->mRfl bu8inco;~mcn and 

r 

prcvcnlatlve. health c<•rc. "Because l'f the WilY our healt!1 care system is currently structured. we. . 

tend t<).reacl to calastmphic 01' seriom; illncss.cs ill;d situati~)ns that in Olii'Opi"nion could be g~atly, . 
. . ' 

re~lut.:ed tlm)ugh, prcventntive health cure scrvi~c~~·· si1id Robles, the first. ever ~oman to lead the 
f • '. '•' • ' 

··more r hnn 250,0<X>-meltlher urgnnir.atiou. 

"Today in the Un.ited State~. there me literully millions of men,wnmenand children (not.covered 

hy.IJcallh imn.irnm:e) .rhal me livi1ig (ltllhe edge of uisasler,'' Robles sai(L "Just one major inju.ry ot: 

illue~s <.:all drive an individunl ~}r (muify il~tO rhulllciU}I'Uitl: CH.USing famllie..'i to be ripped-nparl, at a 
f . : . - .. . -' . . : • ' ' 

lime when lhey need the ~motionnl l'lrcnglh lo fiurvivc n crifiis.•• 
. ' . . . 

-con l i uued-

r.i..H .. f\.C i leadql;811en; ~Slate National Ploza • 221 North Kansas, Suite 1'2 i I • El Paso, ·T~xas 79901 
· · (915) 577-0725 • Fax (Q'ts) 57J-OQ14 

·\ 

. '. 
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I .tlLAC. iueetin~ j,, E1 (•a~o. Texn~: rutific•i" po:o;ili1111 tlmt ,;rges Congress ttrincoq~ol"llte.lhe 

followit}~ poinlf\ in nny l'inal lcgisl:~tion: 

·~ 100% cO'Ierage for all An1-erican~ a~ SPot; :~s pussihle, :uul wilhin ten ye:u·s 

• Provide all Aiuericans ll rhoicc in scled i11g the. health care plan lw.sl .c:nited Lo their l'ilualimi" 

• C'omprehensiv~ preventative il~altl1 cHre fealurcs 

· • Pwvide coverage ro~ Cataslruplli·....: lllne.'is or h~jury · 

• Pmtability pl·vv_i:-;itllt:-i iu nny healllt cmercfo)·lll 

• Tnx credit:'~ for 80"Jl1 hut lll)t k:o.~> tl1w1 50% or premiums paiu by small business· on employees 

he~il!h r.:art~ l!l)verage 
\ 

•. Efl'~c~l iVF~ c;,.;:t rontalnntCJI(: JH'UV.isi~lll~ fnr the in~u~rcd Ulld cmp"iuyel'~ 

• Nu neguiive itupacl Oil s~nior rili"l..l''llS 

• A rcdcrini(iOI~ of Slll<\ll.husiucss (illcgory,lo illdlld~ hu,•dllr.s"sel< wilh Ul; lo 100 elllployeeR. 

"Wt: hiive the gr~atesl. heultll .:are tlel~very sy.~tem in the world l~ay·, whal/Cotlga-ess ~leeds to do 

now is lo.di~rcgt~rd pill"li:'ll\11 line~ 1111d ~ll·aft til.c lcgi~lntion lhal is u~:~..;eS1'iclly ltl. itt:hieve Universal 

health c:ue eovel'ngc,'" r.:aid 1~\)oleR. 

>Rohles snid the LlJl~AC national orn~~ is now in the process of nolifying each and ever}' individual 

memll€-r or Congressoi.lhe orglinizalions interest itr the ot\-goiug h~altl1 c.ue reform debate . 

. I 

Lli LAC, wit 11 mcm.he.i·~ in 42 ~~aie:-;, h,«ll a lnng histvry .,r wmki11g in imlllre the dvil.i.!nd :o;ocial 

t·ights tlf Hi~panies in the U.S. are l)wteclcll. 
~ i 

·~()-
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Belen B. RObles 
National President 

· .LULAC .Supports Ban on Assault Weapons. 
Riftes, Handguns 0 K for-Hunting/Protection 
' '· -

I. 

For immediate release: August 18, 1994 
Information: LULAC National Office, 

(915) 577-0654 . 

Belen Robles, LUL~C National·President, announced Thu~day in Puerto Rico that the 
,. . ' . \ I . . . . . . ,. . ' . 

League of United Latlu Amcri~:iin Citizens-suppons the legislation to ban assault· 

·weapons_ and urg~s Congress to pass it. 

LULAC also Sl,Jpports a Crime Bill that ~ill: add more r~soim::e;~ to the law ~hforceinent 
: communities across tl;le country. . · 

(· 

\ . ' . , . I , 

·. "Our society has become too violent already," Robles', the .first woman national president.:. 

of LULAC, said. "There's no need_for assault weapons.'' 

· Robles·said although LULAC supports a ban on· .assault weapons, the organization does 
' . / . . . 

not support a ban ,on handguns for protection or rifles for hunting .. 

-30-

. _/ 

!' 

'LULAC H~adquarters • State Nation.ai'Plaza ~ 221 North Kansas, Suite 121 i.~ El Paso, Texas 79901 ' 
,(915) 577-0776 • Fax (915) 577-0914 

); 
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. LU~AC Business Co-uncil 

Th~ LULAC Business Council is a new f6rum: for the nation'~ · 
majority' and Hi~panic business communities to work together to 
improve the eC()nomic, educational and s·O,cial environment of . 
Hispanics ·in :.~er~ca. Representing a dive~ity of ind~try type 
and geographical location, .the LULAC Business C~:mncil· provides · ' · 
ad viC<;: and funding to LULAC and ro the Ii.JLAC ·Foundation: · 

.· A· major responsibility of the LutAC Bu&iness Council is to assist 
with the planning and conduct of LULAC's fund·ciising efforts. 
Functioning through a committee system, the Council alS.o helps 

_ with the an11ual Hispanic Business Confer~ri:c:e, with ·niember 
' recruitment, aml With ~he development o(a Personal Economics -
· Workshop for low income Hispanics. :- · . · 

1 
. . 

The. LULAC Business Council is co.;.c:h:tir¢d by a, corporate CEO , 
. and a· Hispanic CEO, and each company ori the council is · 
represented by a ~enior executive. Staff llaiSori with the Council is 

-:•"'· furrilshed by the I:.ULAC Eoundati_on·s· Executive Director. · 

;i 

; 

{/ 
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Copyright 1985 The Times Wn:or' C~mpany 
· · ' .. · Los Angeles Times 

\ . ·. l ., 

' \, ' ', : ' ' I • • 

, :June 29,1985, ~<l:turday, Orange _County Edition.· 

.. SEcfiO~: ·Meboo; . Part 2; Page ~;, Columrt 1; Metr? Desk · 

. LENGTH: 1181 words 
. . .· -

HEADLINE: IRVINEWOMAN AJMSATHIGH LATINO POST 
I •{ 

·. BYLINE: By DAVID REYES,.Thnes Staff Writer 
. ' ' 

I ·, 

. BODY: ,, 

. . . Anita ;Del Rio from Irvine fust turned heads when-'she beCame the first.Latina to 
.. ;. win sta:te office ~ithin the national ·League of United Latih Americ~ Ci~ns .. ·. 

Now; D_el Rio,,44:,'a mother. of four emplriyed as a manager for an OrangeCounty . 
.. program to help disadvantaged residents, may beeome the firstwoman to .be elected ' 
·president of LULAC, the.nation's largest '~ndoldest Latino-organization.. · 

. -\ To do that, however, she must defeat Osc~ M~ran, 401 a San Antol)io inSurance 
·analyst, who. is ~aging ~.fierce campaign. that has· highlighted .the Spth Annual . 
. LULAC Conventio~ being. held in Anaheim. The election is Sunday. 

Founded in 192Q iri Texas, the 1l0,000-inember. leagu~ has been clo8ely .associated· 
·. ·with civ:il~rights causes. · · · ' · 

·. ·."I'm not ~ng as awomcu~ candidate," Del Rio said in an interview Wednesday. 
"I'm ruhning on my qualifications." . I, 

Stresses Finances 
·~ ;' . . . '\ ·.' ;' . . . . ' _' . . . . ' ' ' . . . . '. ' . 

. Moran said he is emphasiZing in his campaign that he is th~ iight individual to ·· 
rekindle ties with corporate America and "quickly erase" the League's budget deficit, 
estimated at $20o;ooo to $300;0op: LULAC's annual·budget is $500,000. 

· . ' : A top priority for Moran, he said,· is to' ensure that the IE~ag~~ re~airis at the top of 
' Latino organizations and. that it riot "take a backseat" on any national issues.·: ·.· 

Del Rio campaign: buttons, .hats with catchy"Oscar in ss·i· slogans, p~sters, and · 
·. intense hotel .:.corridor politicking have marked the campaign. ·1Both have mobilized · · 
· dozens of supporters. ·. · · · . ' I . · · · . · · · , . ·. ·· 

Both candidates, although ~ell-known: i.nside the C>J;'g~nization, do not have 
' . 

/ 

\:. 

.i. 

' I .. 



. '' 

---------------

'.·! 'I . 'i 

... 
national recogrution. Some high-ranking·league members questionwhether either ' 

• :candidate .is prepared to represent the League at meetings with. congressional leader~, 
Reagan Administration offici~ls or foreign heads of sta~~ .. · · .. · · · . 

• ,, ' •' 1 

h1 recent years, League members stirred interest whe~ they travefed to Mexico,' 
Spain and Cuba, and' de.alt with Central American policy by opening talks with 
foreign dignitaries on such issues as iminigration and economic development 

; CJ!eated Some Anger 

While Del Rio supporters·are hopiflg .to tap the ·League's 52% female majority,-Del~ 
. Rio angered some feminists for not pushing ha,rder for an annual Latino women's 

•.' .confer~nce and for advocating a· more "traditional" women's role; . . ' ·. ' _: . 
'\ . . . ' . . ' - _. \. . .· . . ; - . · ... · "'·-~ . . 

However, Oara Nava, Santa Ana LULAC council president, said that Del Rio 
"po8se8es the asSertiveness and aggressiveness that is t:teeded for this ·top' position." · 

Del Ri~ said she received a bachel~r's degree in sOcial ecology .at UC Irvihe, a . 
master's in education· at Pepperdine University and a doctorate in public 
·administration from the University of Beverly' HiUs. · · 

. . . ' " . '\ . ' .· . 

. The doctorate, l\rhich.Del Rio contimially emphasizes, is a sore point with·s9me 
league members, who make light of the. fad that.Del Rio's degree is not from a major.· 
uruversity. ' } ' . . ' . ' . 

. . . . . . ' . ~ \. ·. . I , ., . ., ·, , . 

. . "When I found .out, I thought it was· very amusing/' said Chacha Lopez, a Moran 
supporter from Port Lavaca, Tex. · · · · 

, · Del ·Rio now scoffs ather critics and, in reference to the degree, .iflsi~ts that she's · 
. "proud of it", · · · 

' \. • • • I .' 

. Although the League :r:ace is.non-partis~ Del Rio said she is a Democrat, while 
· Moran is a Republican. · · · 

Issues Important 
I . . . - / . . . ' - . 

Whoever wins,· his or' her success iri office will d~pend. significantly on the ·league's 
ability to organize and rally supporters ¥ound issues - an ability that. league offid~s . 
admit has been limi~d in recent years. ' . 

Although league supporters often'note that about 14.6 million Latinos live in the 
United States ~ about 6.4% of .the total population -·no Latino organization has 
successfully had a large-sc~le voter registration effort in re<;ent.years. · . .- · 

I • ' . • 

. I 

. ' . 

I 
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Th'~ fierce b~ttle has occurred at~ time whe~ the league see~ to have lost ~team .. 
"We're at a plateau," said Tony Bonilla; a fqrmer. natiol).al president and. member of a 
prominent Te~cas family inv<;>lved in league activities. · · : . · .. ~. . ·~- • ·. 

Others noted a "slim" convention ag~nda with very 'few elected officials- often an · 
. indicator of an organization's clout - schequled to speak. Significantly absent are San 
Antonio Mayor· Henry Cisneros and farm-labor leader. Cesar Chavez, who decided 
not to attend because of pickets protesting contributions to. til~ group'· from the · 
Adolph Coors Co. · · ~ 

. On~ of the principal scheduled speaker$, Sen. Alan Simpson (R-Wy~~), sponsor of­
~grationlegislation that has drawn harsh Criticism from the ~atiti.o community, ·· 

. had to cancel his apperu;ance bec~m~ of what an aide characterized as.'busiitess,in · 
~~. Washington. . ~ . -. · ·~ '. _~ · . . ~ · · ·.. ·. 

' ' . . ·: ,· ' . . ' . . 

Outgoing president Mario G. Obledo, former C;Uifomia health. and welfare 
secretary, acknowledged that despite attemptS to improve the progress ofLitinos, 

.. "serious problems" still plague .the Latino community~ · 

The median income for those of Spanish origin in 1983. was $16,956, ~om pared'~ 
$25,757 for whites. The Latino high school dropout rate is ,45%, compared to 17% for 
Anglos. · · · · 

Education· rriorlty 

. Del Rio said th~ league needs to place a high priority o~ education. 

H elected, she-hopes to encourage a task force of highly educated Latinos who have 
._achieved success to serve as"super' role lllodels" to help motivate youth.. · 
• ' • • • ' J • l, • 

Moran, who said the le~gue's n~glect C>f edl.Icanon has been "glaring," said he .~ . 
would push for a 'task force for "very serious" fact-finding in various states with high . 
dropout rates, ·including California; . · 

. . "California iS One Of the StateS We -have targeted, II· he, Said, adding he WOUld fiOt 
rule out:fighting for' equalization of school fun~iing at the sehool district level. 

About 100:members of the Coalition for Visas and Rights, a· group that champi'ons. 
the causes of undocumented workers, .staged. a brief protest Friday in front of. the 

. Anaheim Marriott, where the convention is taking plac;e. The twin targ~ts of the 
picket were Simpson and the Adolph Coors Co., one of the corporate sponsors of the : 

\ convention.. ~ · ·~ · · ~ 

Ptrmen Lima of Los Angeles, th~ coalition's 'leader, said Co~rs h~d traditionally 
~iscriminated ·against minorities and "especia_lly Hispanic_s." , · ~ 

... 
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I, 

,- ' 

· '.'We support LULAC, b'ut.we disagree ~ith Coors particip<ition _in the conventiqn,": 
she said. . . . . 

Litpa· also said the g~oup opposed Simpson's immigration bill as d,iscriminatory . 
· . against undocumented. W<?tkers, who he said pay taxes and make a signmcant 

contribution to the American economy: · · · · 

But Ruben BoniJ.la, a Corpus Christi, Tex.; attorney and forrilerLULAC.presidertt, 
· blamed Simpson's eancellation' on convention organizers, and said the speech had 
~n scheduled at an inconvenient time. · · 

"You. can't bl~e Simpson, yo~·hav~ to blame us," Bonilla.said. "It's n~ surprise he 
didn't show up. I would have heel) more surprised. if he had· appeared,.". 

. ' ' -------- -·-------- --·---------- ~---------
. - ' : . .· \ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -~·- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

-Times staff ~riter Ray Perez contributed to· the preparation of this story.·.:... - - - - · · 
' ' 

--------~-----------~----~-~----------~ 
._ - - ~ ·- - - _..; -

·- -.------ -·------------- -·-·-

GRAPHIC: PhotO, Anita Del Rio h~JJE::S to become the first w~man to head LtJLAC ; 
~hoto; Mario OJ?l~do - "Serious problems~' still plague the Latino community de~pite 
past eff<?rts to.sol~e its, problems. · DEBO~ ROBINSON; Photo, Ruben Bonilla;_ "It's 
no surprise" that Sen. Alan Simpson (R~Wyo.) c'ariceled his scheduled ~ppearance as a, 
speaker.· MARK BOSTER/ Los .Angeles Times; Photo, Oscar Moran - L~ACs ties· 
with corporate American should -be rekindled to "quickly erase" the league's budget 
deficit cLIFF OITO / Los Angeles Times · · 
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.Proprietary tq the United Pre~ Intetnationall988 • 

' .November 22., 1988, T~esday, .BC c}rcle. 

SECTION: Regional News · 

-DIStRIBUTION~ California 

LENGTH:· 348 'words 

·BYLINE:. By .KEN FLYNN 

-
DATELINE:.EL Pf\50, Texas 

BODY:· 

I ; 

A law suit challenging the constitutioncility of the employer sariction5provisions of 
the new immigration reform law was heralded Tuesday by the state director of · · 
_League of U~ted Latin American Citizens. · · · · 

The suit was· filed ·in a federal court in Los Angeles Tuesday by. representativ~s of : 
the-American Friends Service Committee, said John Garcia of LULAC and Carlos 

.·.Spector, a lawyer representing the-Quaker group. 
•'. ' . \ . . 

. The Texas Ll.JLAC director _said Hispaillcs in the Uriited States have opposed the 
employer sanepons provisions. of the law _from the outSet He said the law . 

. discriminates against anyone who looks\Hisparuc and. makes every employer "an · 

. agent of the u .. s._ Immigration and. Naturalization Seivice: II ' . ' 
. . ' . ' . - . . ' . 

Spector said the suit 5eekS tQ bar the U.$. ·government from :requiring the Quaker 
organization from complying with the provisionS 'of the new law. . / 

"It' makes no sense fo~ religious organizations to. help the homeless and the 
destitute, disregarding race;.color, creed-or origin on one hand ~d then be. forced to 
tum people Clway from the door because they don't have proper documentation," • 

. Spector said·. · · · 

Under:e~ployers sanctions the employer' has the obligation h> inquired about the· 
·, immigration'status of potential employees under penalty of fine or imprisonment 

The suit. contends. the Iciw_. violates their religious. rights u~der the first amendment 
to the Constitution, the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights. and. 
other customary inte~J:lational law, Spector said. . . . 

. ·' 

I ' I 
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I. 

American Fr:i,ends'ServiceCommittee <;:hairman Stephen G. Car}r. of Haverford, Pa., 
one of the plaintiffs, said, .in a prepared statement, "The AFSC was founded on 
religious beliefs tha~ have led it to pljograms for relief of hunger arid h~melessnes~ , . 
and the providing·of.assistance, including legal services to undocumente<:i · · 
immigrants arid, refugees m the. United States.· 

' '"~o~pliance. with the law would reqtrlre' ~sc to ~orne an agent. in exclusion of 
the people its. religion COmpelS it tO serve. II · . . . . , 

• ' ' •, f -

. ' . 
:. · Spector said a number of other religious denominationS in the United States are 

supporting the law suit · / ' . / · ' 
\ ' 
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'! 

.. The nati~n's large~t Hisparuc · organiZa.tion has begun a. quiet ·cainpaignagainst the . 
U.S. English movement, believing it to be-one more slur on.a fast-growfug minority . 

/and a threatto efforts. to ~voiq· polarizat(on. · · , · · - ~ · · · , · .·· . 
. .· '· . . ' . . ~ 

. ''All of us recognize· English .as the spoken l~guage. in the United States, and we 
don't need laws· to· make that official. What is especially disturbing to us is that this 
so-called U.S. English movement·- while it proposes to merely officially declare · 
English as the ·offidallanguage -, predominantly has been proposed where significant 

·· Hispanic communities- exist," ~ar Moran of San Antonio, national president of the-
· . League ofUI)ited Latin Ainerican Citizens', said. , · I. . • . • 

. "We're glad to say most"commuruties have hi.med that down as ·nothing more than 
a piece of legislation without;merit,"' he said. i. ' ' 

·, 

. -~ 

Last m~nth,, LULAC -qegan' distiibuting to congress~~n and th~ .media the first of a , . 
set of position papers outlining its arguments against the proposed· ordinances ' 

. creeping up in cities from Floricia to California. . 
' ,, J ' 

. ".We don't have an axe t~ gdnd. We're not being ~motional. vve f~st want the 
community to have a perspective. on both viewpoints," Moran said. "We'ye al"'ays 

'·.' thought 'the bes~ kind of preventive medicihe is to have an informed public out ' 
there." ' · 

. Efforts to restrict ~e use of ~nority languag~s is not new to a country with s~ch a ' 
vast number of immigrants. · . - ,_ · . . . · ·. . · . . 

But the implication that there is some movement af~ot to mal)e Spanish o~ Chine~ 

, , I 



-· · .. · 

. \or any, other tongue the d~Iilinant language is what especlally concerns LULAC~ .. 
_'Moran ~aid. · · 

. "ittends. to have a polarizing ~ffeetPeople who are not really versed on the .·· 
subject, by mere statements,. might tend to· thinR this country is facing. some sort of 
threat," he said. , · 

· Such'thinking also implies\minority groups do not recqgnize theneed to speak-and 
write iri ~nglish, he said._ · · 

.''The current anti-Spanishtrend,'1 states the LULAC. po~ition paper~ 'iassumes 
incorrectly that Hispanic-Arriericansdo ri.ot recognize. that fluency in English and 
intimate association with the majority culture and its value mean: economic artd . 

. . politic~ success in their country. They do." .. J · . 

. ·' E~orts~to restrict the 'public u~ of Spanish have "added illsult to ~e:historical .· 
. injUry of Hisparucs," the position paper states, datiri.g back to the preJudice· and· · 
· . displacement at the annexation of what one¢ were large areas of Mexico tO the · 
.. lingerll,tg discrimination in employment and education.. '. . . 

. · The paper points ou~ that more .than.70 percent o{the US. Hispanic population. 
was born in this country, while millions more have resided within u.s. borders for 
generations~ . · · . · · . · · · · . . · . · ' · · ' · . • . . . · . · · 

. Moran said he ~as concerned the p~oposals-have"the potential to-snowball," ~ith 
one potential victiin the country's bilingual education programs "that have worked 
very well where they; are funded _right" . . . 

The U~S· English ~ovement and-bilingual ~ducatiori are not related· issues,., he said~ 
. . I , , ' 

,. "We have alre~dy seen s~me. confusion,. people ~onfusing bilingual. educ~tion 'and 
. the U.S. English movement There is a tendency to read· an article on U.S. English and 
;-ltimp the two," he said:. · · 

. . - '.- ' . . .... -\ ' ' ' ' . 

. "In the absence of viable inforrhation and clarity on the issue, you will find S<?me · 
'confusion,'' he said~ · · · 

\ ' 

. · Engllsh-only eff!Jrls are .galval)izfng Hispanic communities to defend their language. 
·and their culture. · · .· · 

"It is a consensus in the Hisparuc community~ We/are concerned," Moran said~ 
' ' . . - . . . 

·. . .·. . • ' I . ·. , . , .. 

PreSS4re to conform to the dominant culture and language pf North Ainerica has 
, resulted in a deterioration of the Spanish language,· "which should 'be preserved as an 

ancestral legacy," LULAC contends. . 

. \' 



;,• 

~~------

. . 

. "Th~ argument for an English monolingual society fails to address the real causes 
of illiteracy and social isolation in Spanish:-language communities, and instead makes 

-· the issue an ethnic and linguistic one. But more importantly, it ignores the reality that' 
North and South Americans inhabit the same hemisphere, and that contact beween . 
our·peoples will:only fucrease in the·~ture," the position paper states. :· _ 

;'Legislating an officiat language-in the name of i.mity.and integration.wori'tmake .· . 
. Hispanics feel :more ,American,' nor will it inspire rapid assiinilation." _ 

. ' ·. . . ' / " 

Moran-said future position papers will delve into the backgrounds·of U.S._ English 
backers.· ' 

·. The first ~t already have enjoyed full play on the editoriat pages of smrie 
newspapers, Moran said. :, · · · _. . · . . . : · . ·. : ,- - ·' · 

"I'm glad to s~y it's met a very fa~orable response," he said. "We've purposely gone 
the written route, putting it.dowri in black arid white versus having press conferences 

. whereyou can_be misquo~d," he said.. : . 

LANGUAGE:' ENGLisH 
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. ·IDsp~~ leade~s are taking issue wit:h remarks attributed to the prune minister of· 
Japan regard~g the intelligence level ofAmetican minorities. · · 

Attorney John Garcia, distric;t direc~or of the League of United Latin American. 
···Citizens :(LULAC:) called the remarks by Rrime Minister.Yasuhiro. Nakasone that 

,minorities lower the :iiltelligence level of the. United States as "absurd.'.' 

. . The Jap~ese prime minister reportedly commented at a news conference Tuesday 
·that "because there· are blacks, Puerto Ricans and 'Mexicans _in Ameri<,::a. (the ' 
·.intellectUal level) is·far.lower when seen frqm the average." Garcia said Nakasone's .· 
comments were "insen5itive." Blacks an:d Hispani~s ,throughout the. United States are 

··demanding an apology. ·' · 

Nakasone deni~d Wednesday that he belittled minorities but said .their _presence 
_has. been a hindrance to progress in the United States. , ' 

· Garcia said Nakasone lacks an understanding of the. historical partlclpation of . 
Hispanics in .u.s. culture. "Hispanics have been the ba~kbbne of those. who built this 
nation," he said~'· · · · · 

The LULAC leader acknowledged. the need for Hispanics to develop educationally. 
. ' . ' ' I 

• ' ' . ' ' ' ' . I . . . 

. "We Hispanics are' stigmatized by our skin color, language and culture," Garcia. 
said. 

·.Hispanics' are under~ducted and must work to "elevate their.·community,"he said~ . 
. . I . 

·Garcia ~aid racial discrimination slows the educational development of Hisparucs 
. and blacks. He said remarks such·as those a~ibuted to Nakasone are harmful to 
Hisparuc efforts to overc~me educational gaps. 



·. ' '. ~ 

• In a separate 'action, LULAC, jofned 'by El :concilio de El Pas~~ an umbrella ,group 
of Hispanic. organizations, successfully cqnvinced members of City Council Tuesday 
to officially oppo5epassage of the new' Simpson-¥~li-Rodino immigration reform 

. bill on grounds the employer sanction portion of the measure would diScourage ' . . 
. _employers· from hiring Hispanics., 
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Joseph TreVirio doesn',t go dpwn to the new Vietnam Veter~-_Memorlal on the 
·Washington mall very often. · 

r,· I ' ' ' , 

. "The couple of tir~e~ I visited the Vietnam memorial, it's a very sad experi~nce 
because of whatwe lost there- so much talent and energy;" $aid the.Vietnam . 
vetehm and n~w ex~tive director of the· League of United La till Americ~ CitiZens·. 
(LULAq. . . . . . 

' ~ , ' . . .... ' . ' ' •. ' ,,...: . ' ·. .. . . . ' 

' Visits to the Il10nument. remind Trevino how many of the names on the stark black -
~all _are· Hispanic.· . · · 

I , . I ' 
'·' 

The San Antonio native also broods over_ the Hispanic veterans' wh~ found only . 
unemployment ~d jail sentences when they returned .from Southeast Asia. . "They 

·have given so m11ch," he said~ "l think it would be unjust not.to try' to resolve the 
problems that confr<;mt ·them." · · · · · · 

.. : . Indeed, throughout Trevino's di5cuss.ion ofhis plans for LULAc the theme of . 
' 'freeing Hispanics from poverty and disciimlmition so that their talents will not go to 

waste ,appears: · · · · · · 

"We nee4 to· be able to contribute in times of jJeace as well as ti~es ofwar," 
Trevino said~ "That·contribution doesn't have to be viewed as obstructionist We. don't 

: . w~t to be just nay-sayers but we want to educate the population ~f the country at . 
large about the status:ofHispanics iri the country ... _ · 

. :. Previously' LULACs director of legislation, Trevino moved to his new position as 
. head of the nation's oldest Hispanic· civil rights organization last mon~ He comes to 
· LULAC:'s helm at a time when the problem of immigration reform looms ·again, when . 
social programs.are being eliminated from the federal b~dget, and when central 

. America is tom by civil wat. · · · 

It is also a ti~e when Trevino' must convince LULAC members'and Washington 
politicians that he is-firmly in control. of LULACs agenda. Last month the former 

-, 
' 

. I. 
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j' 

~ ',' I 

executive director Arnold Torres_ resigned. During hls six year~ with LULAC Tortes 
turned it into the mosf powerful ethnic lobby~ng organization in town, s~y some . . 
admirers. Others say Torres' high handedness made .it impossible in the erid.'for. · 
LULAC to have ~eal clout ori Capital Hill. , 

; 1 . ·• ' ' :. 11 
. • • • l. 

"Joe h;;ts the advantageo£ being a lawyer," said Richard Fajardo, an attorney with 
the Mexican American Legal Qefense Ft,~nd in Washington. ~.'He's not as flamboyant 
or colorfuL- He may not draw the press that Arriold did but he ~ill not' draw the 
criticism." ;; . · 

• • • I 

. -Colleagues in other Hispanic civil 'rights groups ~gree .that Trevino is a_ good choice . 
. to lead LULAC. · · ' · · · 

T~evino traces the roo,ts of his public lea~ership back to t:J::te days. when he w~s the -. 
cadebcommanqer of the .ROTC unit at Thomas Edison High Scho.ol in San Antonio. 

· l'fis first contact with LULACcame through his parents' involvement iri the'San ·. . .~ 
Antoruo chapter._ · · · · 

. Although Trevino was born in San ~torrlo in 1950, he and-his fariilly n;sided in· 
, his father's native town of Sabinas. in Coahuila, Mexico at the time. The Ttevinos · · 
'-moved to Eagle Pass, ·Texas in 1958 and then-returned fo Sari Ant~nio in 1961. · 

.. ! i • 

Trevin9 spent a typical childhood ~heparding ·his younger siblings through San· 
.. Antonio's parochial schools and selling_ newspaper subscriptions for pcx;ket money. 

After trying to work full time as well as attend San Antonio College,_. Trevino- left 
after one Semester. ' : - ' ' 

·.. In 1969 the Army .drafted him . .<Irt his three-year military stint, TreVino spent·a 
year in 'Yietnam's northe:f:lUllost ba5e, Dong Ha. _ ·.' . - . · · . . . · < · · 

Afterwards Trevino enrolled at California State College at Northridge aS' a 
psychology maj.or arid plunged into Work with._Los .Angele~' Hispanic community. -

.. With his fUture wife, . Deborah; he ,counseled newly arnved und~mented 
. immigrants .. Un,der _ ari. experimental program at the University of California at Los 
_ Angeles, he helped bring· together 35 youth gangs to signa peace treaty that 

forestalled gang deafi1s. for six months. 
. . \ ' . ' ' ' . 

. "After serving as a11 interpreterfot many people who were not English fluent in_ 
small claii:ns COUrt and with the Internal Revemie Service, I came to' the conclusion 
that,~ legal counselor is n~t ~nlikea psychologicai coun5elor," said Trevino. "You 
have· to deal with the aspects of a person's life experience." 

So in 1980 Trevino ~and hi~ wife moved to Washirigt9n to attend .Antioch Law ~ 
. School, an ins.titution known for its liberal interpretation and hands-on approach to.-·. 
l~arning the law. · · . .~ 

. / 

. I . 

i 



In 1984an hrurligration and. Naturalization Service program, called "Operation . 
. Jobs,n brought Trevino in C(Jntact with the fears·of the community ofundocumented 

workers m his Washington neighborhood. Frightened that the)NS would deport . 
illegal.ali~ns upon diseovery, the immigrants n:toved underground, Trevino said. 

. ' ' ' 

;,I was very rr'oubled by their 'fear because the Constitution says we~all have rights.· 
· · regardl~ss ·of our status here," Trevino says. . .. 

. ' . 

Trevino's efforts :on, ~half of the undoCumented ~orkers. brought him to the · , . 
attentio~ of Arnold Torres. · Trevino s:Pent his law sehool ihternship at LULAC and . 

· ~later became LUL;\Cs legislative director, lobbying ~ongressmen to accept LULACs 
position on in\migra?:on reform and social prograrps.· · · · · 

"People wh<i advocate. civil rights issue~ are somewhat .like Sisyphus," Trevin~. . 
mused~ referringto the legendary king ofCorinth who was condemned to rolla . · 

. I • sto~e to the top of the mountain only to have it tOll back down ·again. 

. Not all ofLULAC's b~ttles have been ft,.ttile, ~owever. Last year Trevino and 
LULA~ members spent most of. their time on Capital Hillba:ttling the sweeping 
Immigration reform proposed by· Sen., Alan K Simpson, ~:-Wyo., and.Romano · 

l Ma.Zzoli, D-Kerifucky. . 

. LULAC and other Hispanic gr<>~ps opposed _the act ~~u~- they argued the bill's 
sanctionS against employers who hired illegal aliens would foster discriminati.on • . 
against all Hispanics as well, ·Trevino said. ,The bill failed in the final moments of.the . ·. ' 

· . last session of Congress; - · · 

Trevino said a bill that legali~s the status of all imlriigrants who arrlved in .. 
America before a specific time would be the fairest solution to the na~on's groWing . '• 

·· tinderclass of undocu~ented workers. LULAC.is currently working on it's owrt . · 
inuriigration proposal, Trevino sai~. · 

-,iWe're. not a. single-issue. orgaruzation,". Trevino said. "While immigration will · 
1 

certainly be at the foreft:ont of ,our concerns there are others that ate, equally 
importan~" · 

. Amorig those qmcern.S .Trevino Rlaces v~te:rans assi~tance near the. top ofthe li~t 
Few Hispanics.are in leadership positions·in the mili_tary anq its_ civilian work force 
compared 'to their overall representation, Trevino- said. ·, . . . . ~ . 

' ! . 

·."We Hispanics have the 'highest number of inedal of honor-winners.of any ethnic 
group in the country/' he said~ "That's something to be very proud of. But I ·would 

. be even prouder if I could say we have generals and admirals, and (high ranking) 
· . civilian employees." 

~ ' . ' 



"Given that we have been so i~yal ~ach .and every till\e our country has called,. ~hy. 
do -they n~t see ,fit to promote ·us in times of peace?" Trevino ask~d. · 

· Trevin<? envisions bringing the issue of discrimination bef~re congr~ssional 
subcommittees and asking that field hearings· be held in ,San Antonio. 

. \ I 

LULAC has been critiqzed in the·· past 'for ignoring. the rte¢ds of poor 
Hispanic.:.Affierican Citizens~ "In the early 1960's LUL,AC took a lot of' criticism from 
activists for .being middle class," said Charles Kamasaki, the director of policy · 
·analysis for La Raza, another 'Hispanic,: lobbying and educational group. "Now it has 
a lot 1!\0re sOcial conscience." . · · 

Tr~vino remainS a supporter of federal urban and social welfare progr~. 
Stressing Jhatlmany of th~.cities witl(large Hispamc populations still need large . · 
sums for public \V9rks proj~ts, Trevino pointS to the shanty towns .on. the east and 
west si<;le~ of San. Antoriio whose streets are still in disrep(tir . 

. for Trevino the issues in the Central Am~rican conflict-resemble. som:e .of the 
problems in~U.S. · Hispanic.communities .. · ·. · 

.. J . • . . . 

. · . "We are dose to what the people in Central America are· experienciJlg,i' Trevino . 
said. "Many of our communities are impoyerished comm~ties in· the United States. 

. ',· 

· Many of our people are victims of abuse by e~cessive use.of force by poli~e officers." .· 

·· - On study-trips to Latm.Ameri~an Trevino has met with Cuban leader Fidel Castro 
in Havana and Nicaraguan Pres~dent Daniel Ortegai~ Managua. . · · 
: ' ' . . . ' . . ' . 

· ·The' ~sits have left hiin ·~on~ced ·that th~ Uriifed States ha~ the best system of 
governrhent in the world. But that does not stop Trevino from criticizing what he 
calls the u.s. e~phasis on military solutions in Central America .. 

While Trevino willsay that "ti.le present situation in El_Salvador is not conclusive to 
life," he is''reluc~t to give to' sanctuary movement his public endorsement since . 
transporting arid sheltering illegal aliens is ·agciinst 'the.law. . ~ · · . ·: · · 

. ' . 

The sol~tion Trevillo proposes 'is to offer sanctuary to the refug~s until the 
situation in El Salvador is resolved. · 

. :Trevino 8ees LULAC a~· the orgaruiatiori that knits together· the interests of these 
· Central American citizens'with those whose orgins are,Cuban and Mexican. 

' • 1 .. ' /• • • • ' / l ~ • • .' ' • • • • l . . ' 
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I. 

ATe~as Hispanicorganizatio~ that pioneered women's rights will. celebrateits 50th. 
· anniversary t-Ws week; with a special dinner honoring the club's firstpresiqent · 

· AmadaC. Maesse.Valdez said she wa~ a yo~g woman in 1934 when she took 
ovet the reins of El Pas<>i Texas· Ladies Council 9 of the League of. United Latin 
American Citizens after a year-long struggle to keep fue' group from bec()ining "just: 
another men's auxiliary.~' . . . . . . . 

· Membe~s of LULAC froin throughout WestTexas an.d'soU:them New MexiCo will 
honor Mrs. V algez at a fonpal dinner Friday a~ the Airport H()liday Inn in El Paso, it 
was-announced by A!nalia Santos, president Carolina Dick, a past.president, will 
serve aS chairman of the event . . . . ·. . ~ . . . . . ·' . 

. . l ' . ' 

''!twas very ·difficult in those days .(the 1930s).for woin~n to be active in anything .. 
or to·have_a voice or niind of their own," Mrs .. Valdez recalled. "Iri.those days, the 
woman's place was supposed to be in the home. Thank God, all that is changed 
now.'i· · · \ · · ' · · ' · .. 

LULAC historians said Ladies LULAC Council9 was the fi~st independent· 
Hispanic women's organization in the league and perhaps in 'the entire United States. 

. ' . . ' . 

';"We.had to fight to get members inthose days'' Mrs·. Valdezsaid. "There were 
, · some men who did not want women. to take part in the of.ganizatiori. They didn't 

- · '¥ant us to be independent" · · 



------------~--~. -- - -- -

LULAC, the largest and 'oldest Hispanic organization in the United States, was . 
. . I . , 

founded· in Corpus Christi in 1929,, officials: said.· The organization spread. rapidly . 
through9ut Texas, New Mexico and Arizona as Mexican Americans banded together. 

. to fight discri~ation, Mrs. Valdez sal~. 

Prior to 1933 there were some LuiAC women's councils but they·were in the 
category of auxiliaries,- "or second-dass councils," Mrs. Valdez said. El Paso; Texas . 
Ladies LULA~ Council 9 changed ~ that 

• . t ·' • • • • . . ' • ' 

-· The determined El Paso women atte:t;1ded the ot:gcmization's national convention in . , __ 
Del Rio, Texas in May of 1933 and convinced members of El Paso LULAC Cotli}cil· 8 
to sponsor an amendment to the -org~zation'~ constitution to give women equal 
, rights in the league:. . · · / 

\ 

_ The amendment was hotly debated, according to organizational. records, but the El 
Paso women won and Ladies LULAC Council 9 was duly installedon Feb. 22, 1934~ 

Mrs. Vaidez was sworn in. as first president in.1934 and has been an active member· 
· ever since. · · · · · ~ · · · · . _ · · ' · 

' . . - . . - - . . . ' ' 

Three years la~r the El P~so w~mefl, joined by 'other LULAC members froin New 
Mexico, foughtagain for women's equality and succeeded in electing· Aliqa D. 
Montemayor of Laredo, Texas as second viee president .general of the league . 

. In 1938, for the first time iri I. '~}LAC history, a women's group became the 
co-sponsor of a national co~vention. It was Ladies LULAC Council9 of El Paso ... 

. ' . ,', ' . ' 

r . • . • 

-· Mrs. Valdez served as the organiZation's ·president for four different terms and has 
. been active in the dub'~ civic and charitable. projects . 

. In the days whenTexas had a poll taX, Mrs~ Valdez anq members of~otincil9 -
were active in registering Hispanics to' vote .. Under her leadership, the organization 

.. ·.WOlf awards for their Work in voter registration, which is ·still 'one 'of the gr~:mp's. 
mainr projects. · · · · · 

. . . . 

Dming World War U, ~-,Valdez served _on cpmmittees that helped Hispanic · 
families with men in the service· in writing and translating letters .. In· El Paso she has 

. been honored on several occasions for her work in providing needy. children with . 
shoes and for her work with the elderly . 

. LANGUAGE: ENGLISH . 
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. For the first time, the.declsi~nof \Vho runs the n(lti~m's.large~t M~xician-American 
affairs organization apparently will rest in the hands ofw~men. · 

' . ' . . . 

· . Dolores Guererro, director ~f women's·actlVities for the League of United Latin 
Anl.erican CitiZens, estimated Se1turday that when· registeration is finished 'for 

· . ·Sunday's leadership vote, 70 .percent of the 750 delegates to the oigatlization's 
· .convention here would be women. · · · · 

l .,_ ,• • . ' . '· ; 

. Ho~ever, Texas. LULAC Director Ruben Bonilla estimated the delegates ·probably 
are split everily between the sexes. ' 

• I ' ' 

"I would say Mrs: (;uerrero's'estimate is on the high side,". he ~aid .. · 

He said.the cr~deritials committee'will make~ fi~al report on the total number of 
delegates Sunday morning, but he said it would not be ~roken down asJo sex. 

"Women don't vote in a bloc ~yway;" Bonilla said. "They have a caucus. 1J"tey. 
have very legitimate needs in our society. But they vote on the basis of qualifications 
ofspecific_candidates."' · 

However, Bonilla agreed that for all.org~zation that began With men. only, .. · 
"women's membership is increasing-at a faster rate than inale membership, especially 
in the last. four ·Or five y~ars." . . · . · 

. . .' . . ) . . . . . . . . . . . 
. LULAC was founded 50 years ago and there wasn't a female member .. 

Before Mrs. ·Guererro m:ade her estimate, the potential influence of women was . 
. evident . . ' 



~ .' I . 

The group's first symposium on Hispahic women .caused ·a crowd to pack into.'the 
hotel ballroom where other- convention meetings' had <,lra~n far fewer delegates._ 

' ' 

"The symposium was a victory for th~J-fispanic womail,",Mr~. Guererro said. 
"There are things that need to be said for Hispanic wome!l throughout the country, 
and we have to.·take the initi~tive;" · · 

f ., 

. Mrs. Gu~rE!rro. said I;fispanic women are just now- coming mto_ their own in the 
business and political worlds. because· ofthe strong fainily tradition in'the 
Mexican-Americ~_ culture- fu.at ha~ kept them in the horne. · · 

',( 

. "vyhe~ 1 graduated from high school, you eith~r got married right away, or you got . • 
a job uritil you got ma~ed," she said. "It~as unheard of for a Hispanic woman to-
leave her children in a day~are center sq she could pursue a career. -

, ... 
\ 

. · · . "Now we are putting the children into those CEmters and moving into the . 
·• profe8sional ranks," she said. "But most Hispanic women.haven't had the kind of 
leadership training _available to Anglo women. 

-- :·"Our w~men ,are interested in mo\ring up, but they haven't had the. guts come 
forward; express their problems and ask how they can do it," she said~ ' ·. 

• • '. ''I 

"We have to_be more _aggressive." 
. . . '; . ·• 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH . 
...· 

-' 

, I 

\! 

·I' 

!. 

·, 
'' 



,· 

''·'. 

' ' 

I 

Memor~dum ·to LiZ Bowyer 

Frorit: RubY. Shamir .. 
'Date: 10/4/94 .· · · 
Subj: LULAC . . . . . . 
............... ,..._, ........ ,........_ ........... .,._.;,...·~w,...·,...,...,...~i"'oWNi"'oWi"'oWI"'oWI"'oWI"'oWI"'oWI"'oWI"'oW~~~~~~~~~~ 

f ' 

.. ~e Leagu~ of United Latin.Am~rlcan Citizens (LULAq was established in 1929 m 
. Corpus Christi, TX and the .organization spread over America's southwest . The -
organization began as solely male. · Now, however, women make up .over 50% of · . 
@k membership~ . LULAC 8eeks to ·strengthen the bon.d between Hispanics and 

. corporate·America. LULAC promotes civil·rights of Hisparu.c Anlericans and takes· 
. stroi)g po_sitio~ a nurriber of issues: . 

~LULAS: fsopposed to the U.S. EnglisJt movement which would make Erigllsh th.e 
.official lariguage of the U.S. · · . · 
-LULAC~ strongly promotes education in the Hispanic.community. 'L'PLAC 
established the National Education Services Centers. NESC is an educational 
corporation which seeks .to insure access to hlgher education for Hispanic students. 
NESC offers counseling, career planning and financial aid. It also operates the · 

. LULAC:: National Scholarship' Fund. Program. . · . 
-LULAC does not take political positions but admits that most Hispanic voter's 
support Democratic tickets .. LULAC has led many vqter registration !=cimpaigns .in 
the days of the poll tax and. the organization continues these projects in heavily· . 

· Hispanic communities~ · . ·. · · . · · · . · 

' '·\ 

~LULAC has gene:r:ally beeh opposed to many immigration bills which they view as ·· 
discrinrinatory against undocumented workers (specifically a 1985 Sen. Alan Simpson 
(R-Wyo.fand Roman_o Mazzoli (D-KY) bill).··. . . · · . · · 
-VeteraJ.lS as5istance is a majqr LULAC issue. LULAC believes that Hispanics have 
served th~ country well in times of war and should be duly/compensated.· 

·. ·~metimes I,.ULACs behavior aprears to run in. opposition to 'its cause. ·In 1985 a 
LULAC ~onvention was held which was sponsored in part by 'the Adolph Coors 

· company. This convention was protested by many who claim that the Coors 
Company has been notoriously discriminatory to Hispanics. Additionally,· in its past · 
LULAC was criticized· for focusing primarily on the Hispanic middle class. Recently,. · 
it has shifted it:S agenda to serving lower class Hispamcs, specifically. by pushing · 
education programs. Its leaders still, tend to be middle and upper class.· 

' ' 

I· 
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') 

Belen Robles was ~lected national' president of the League of United Latin­
American Citize~ on July 2, but she's been running for the post since 1970. , 

/ I' , ' 

''I've always consideied' myself a maverick, in thls and in my job," said Robles, 56. 

Robles,'·who on Wednesday made her friend Dolores Guerrero's Washington 
Avenue-restaurant her base ofoperations, is in tqwn to help LULACs Houston 
Council No: 60 mark its 60th anniversary. · 

( ' 

She will speak tonight at the council's celebration starting at 7:30, p.m. at the 
Medallion HoteL · -· · 

. · Robles said she first ran for the yearly post in_1970, but at that time it~~ too soon 
for the membership to··consider having a woman president She ran again m .1976, 
when the group'held its nai;ionalconvention in California' and she _thought a more 
progressive attitude might prevail. It was not to. be that time, either. ' 

' ' ' p- • • 

Through the years,. ~ther women hav~.also :r:un for -the job, and Robles became 
.friendswith them. She said Anita Del Rio, a former candidate from,California, gave 
her a lot of personal support · 

. She said the women ofLULAC, whlch·has 210,000 m~mbers nationwide, also 
. supported her'this time, something ~thad not happen~d before. 

' . ' \ 

"ln'the past, w~meit were reluctant to vote for a woman presiClent," she said .. "The 
·. last tinle I r~ about 50percent ofthe women's .membership did not vote for ID;e." ·· · 

· Robles says she plans to run things "somewhat differently than 'a man would" and 
has been working on appointing a cabinet to help her set-policy for the organizatio~ 
Guerrero is the secretary for commerce and trade. · 



,I 

' . 9-,·, . ' .. . . . . . ' ' . 

. (§'~ ROb!~ plans to conc-entrate on tw~ ~as she ~onsiders ;mportant for the 
. organization: education and civil·rights. , · . . · . . · 

She has been working on appointing·art: education committee that will hold an 
ru ''education s~t" in Chicago in late falL She wants the conlmittee to develop. a 
tY ·five-year plan to improve Hispanies' dismal .percentages in education: 'Drily 48 

percent finish high school, only 10 percent finish college, and only about 1 · 

percent get a post-graduate .degree. 

I She also wants tO appoint a civil rights commission to·develop an "activists' : 
ma11ual" to be distributed to the local councils that will' provide guidelines on how to 
protest civil rights violations.in the public and private sectors. . , . . , 

· Robles began worldng ih 1971 for the U.S; Customs 5ervice as one of only five 
·-women inspectors~· she is now chief inspector for. the cargo facility in El ~aso. · 

'. ' I . • 

At the same time,, she has rai,sed 'three children, one. of whom lives 'in Houston. 
Alongside her is her husband oL40 years, Ramiro Robles. · 

~ ' ' ' J 

"Itsee~s as if w~ were' m~e4 just'yesterday," she said . 

. GRAPHIC: PHOTO Jerry Oick / The Houston Post, New LULAC president Belen 
Robles says she will concentrate on education and civil rights. ' 
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On the d~y before Mexican Independence Day, Ll.JLAC launched an economic 
development program that officials s(;lid is designed r to help Hispanics gain economic . 
independence~ · · · 

·"The <;ivil rights issue of the '90s and of the year 2000 and beyond i~ . 
·.em owe'rmen " LULAC regional director Hector Flores said< Thursday' at a news 
co erence at ~ity Hall. . . · 

. LULAC officials, ~ho cpmplained tha~ the city's minority contracting program is· 
unfair to Hispanics, sai~ they decided to try to help,. rather than throwing rocks. 

So they created the "Dallas Si Campaign" to help· Hispanic-owned busiflesses obtain 
· city contracts. · · · 

. · "This is not an adv~rsarial campaign, this is an a\\'areness campaign,"· said David 
Cruz, chairman of the newly formed project . · · · 

''lfispanics ~e not being treated fcrlrly wheh it cq~es to business opportunities in 
Dallas.... '· · 

' "'--- " 

Th~ goal of the program is to increase the number and size of city contracts · 
~warded to Hispanic-owned busines~~ and educate them e1bout the city's minority 
contracting opportunities.. · · · · · 

I . • ' 

Officials wi~ the League of United Latin American CitizenS .have complained that . 
the city's minority contracting goals for Hispanics are too low ~ause they are based 
on the number of businesses within the City's limits. . ' 

'• ' 

· However, the law specifies that the city can only count businesses within the city 
· . to set its goals .. To count :businesses. outside the city's corporate ~ts :would require 

' ' V' 



:' 

a change ·in legislation, dty officials said., . 

Jiroko Rosales; director of the city's office of-Minority Business Oppor~nity, 
defended the city's program, saying that it is "working for what it WCiS designed to · 
do."' · · · · · 

. Still~ she commendeo LULACs .campaign. 
. . I . . 

.· "If the effort :is' going to result in increasing people's awareness that there is a citY.' . 
program.'· . 'that's a,posit:i~e thing," she said.·, - . .. · - · •. · · 

· -~ City Council member Chris Luna said he thought it was -appropriate that the 1 

program be launched ju~t before Diez y Seis de Septiembre celebrations. The holiday 
conunemora:tes the day in 1810 when Father Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla called his 
followers to -rebel against the Spanish. · · · 

,I 

,; As we remember our heritage and ow past, clearly the kind of independence 
we're looking for now is economic independence," he Said. "LULAC_has ._stepped up 
to the plate, much like Father Hidalgo did, and· i~ ringing that bell to-educate· and to 

' mobil~ the masses and saying- now is. the time to, mcll<e sure that We have OUr -
economic ind~pendence~" · · 

GRAPHIC: PHOTO: H~~r Flores. ; LOCATION: League~_ of United Latin·· American · -
.Citizens. · · 

. LANGUAGE: ENGLISH. 

LOAD-DATE-MDC: September 17, 1994 
' . ' 

'' ' 



' '. . . \ ' -

Copyright 1994 The :Houston cru:orucl~Publishirig Company 
· .The Houston Chfonicle · 

, - ! . ·. ' . 

July 9, 1994, Saturclay/ 2 STAR Edition 

.. SEGI'ION: A; Lori Rodrigue~ Pg. 25 

·LENGTH: BiO words.-

HEADLINE:< LULAC turning Puerto Ric.an 

BYLINE: LORI- RODRIGUEZ;·Staff 

BODY: 

-( 

AT THE tail end of the League of United Latin Am~rican Citizens convention fuEl 
Paso; Johnny Mata, district director of the Houston LULAC, scurried around .the 
stage, conSulting ·anxiously with leaders and scribbling on paper. 

. . . ..' 

... Mata.was wording. and rewording a resolutiori condemning what experts. believe is 
- ' flawed research 'that minimizes the, contributions of immigrants to this colintry and-
- ./ ·' maxiinizes the drain. It is ari important iss,ue, one that Mata has tried to counter at- · 

th,e local level for months and among several resolutions scheduled to be voted on by· 
the delegates before they departed. - · 

· . He should have given it up. After the acriinoruous. election of a new national -
\- president that began at 8 a.m. and dragged' on till 9 p.m, it wasn't that no one had 

.the will to consider serious issues, it was that there. was no one left .to consider . 
anything. , · . - 1 • 

' ' \ 

. The resolutions, wl1atever they woUld have been/ t}lat . . 
customarily dose LULACs conventions were lost in the winds of an election that 
consumed· all energies. No real bu$irtess got conducted save the election. No lofty 
issues gotaddres5ed. No serious attempts:w~re:made to.tackle .the critical problems , 

_ confronting Latinos.' ' · 

· ""This is.nothing here," Mata·had said, earlier that,dey ~the dishe~nirtg 
. maneuverirtg. . ' . - ' - -. 

'· ' 

""The m~st significantllring you will see is w-~ election· is over and members 
leave the conv~ntion prepared to leave the ~ WUnd them· and Work together to 
carry out the resolutions :that are passed. · 

. '"'It's not this that matters," Mata had said ~nchiJ. · 

·.""Because leaders come andp ~ __ biweta.w~a·_ 

.. 



" 
Puerto· Ricans controlled election 

But. in what form? And-to ~hat end? . 

. · 'On the cover of the official convention t;>ooklet that listec;l the agenda was a cbl<?r ·. 
photograph featuring· the sun-:drenched coast of Puerto 'Rico and carrying the · 
headline:. LULAC Puerto Rico Salutes El Paso! LULAC, 66th Annual ,Convention, 
June_ 26-July 1, 1995, San Juan, Puertor Rico~ 

On the faf bottom, in much smaller, much. less. distinct type,· was the subhead: 
1994, LU1AC Making History On the_ Border. This, presumably~ offered up lest 
deleg~tes forgetwhere

1 
they were-: this year.·· · · 

. · in the -four-year national presidency C>f Jose Velez, th~ Lets Vegas casino promoter 
indicted in a massive scheme. to smuggle· illegal· immigrants, the Puer.to' Rican . 
in#uence on LULAC has multiplied; Velez, a multimillionaire born in Nicaragua of a 
Puerto Rican father, was himself an anomaly in this most venerable of · . · · ... 
Mexican..:Affierican groups.·. ' 

, . . 

At the convention 'this year, 120 out of 604 voting delegates: were from Puerto Rico, 
. · · more than the .entire Texas delegatioiL In the end, they controUed the election, 

, wearing their· specially printed T ~shirts, chattering in, their uniquely accented Spanish, · 
·· hanging almost exclusively together; voting as a solid bloc and intirrpdating at least a 

few of the more modest, more retiring,_ Me:?Cican-Americans. 

P~erto Ricans are, after all, a very different. breed of Hispanics. Beyond style, their· 
focus on pet issues like international politics, statehood f9r their commonwealth and' 
minority procurement contracts for their businessmen, raise .fears among more 
traditional LULAC member~ that the group wiU stray too -fat from its original civil 
nghts mission. . . ' . ' . ' ' 

""We faced som~ of the same issues with Puerto Ricans in the N~tional Hisparuc 
Chamber' of Commerce,'' says Marcos Rincon, former president of the chamber and a 
member of Dallas LULAC Council100. . . 

.. I 

""The Puerto Weans tend to have deeper pockets than inost Mexican-Americans so 
more ofthem can afford to travel long; distances to these conferences. They also are 
a majority in their own country. so they're aggressive. They'r~ used to making 
demands, getting their own way and rolling. over' anything and anyone elSe that 
stands in their way: · ' · · 

Awareness of clout needed: 

. ""It's not so m1.1;ch that M~xican-Americans have a ·minority mentality but that they 
have .been slow to realize their potential clout and are caught unprepared. It's not 

.. 
\ 



. even' so much that Puerto ~cans are1 ruthless but that they come into these groups 
, well-organized, with a definite agenda, ready to spot the w.eakness ~d seize th~ . 

opportunity. "· · 
I . 

. It Js in their nature, says ·a longtime leader in one of the oldest LULAC councils in­
Texas who privately worries .the Puerto 

Ri~ans will take over the tr~ditionally· Mexkan:-American group: 
. ,, . . ' -

. 
1 

~i"The Puerto Ricans are good for LULAC in a,~way, they bring in so much energy 
and enthusiasm and we need that But we have to watch them. We wouldn't ~ant 
them to take over our_ group," says the leader, who has been a member of the 

, 65-year:.old LULAC for decades.· · · · 

, ""LuLAC has.~eant too much to Mexican-Americans in Texas.· It has been too big 
a part of us for. way too long. 

I , . \. 

. ""We can't let itsli.p out of our hands now." 
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' Belen.Robles of El Pa~~ emerged Saturday_as the'ffrst Woma~ to be elected 
president ·of the League of United Latin American Citizens in ari emotionally charged, 
eleetion decided by six votes. · · · · · · 

. \ 

. · .. ~obles, a U.S. Customs SerVice employee, is the first woman elected national · 
president in'LULACs 65-year history. . ·· · . ' ·-' · . 

. ' . . / 

. ":No\\'. we can ;g~t dow~- to business, Robles sai~ .. _ 
1 

. , , • I , . . . 

She _survived a scaflilitg cainpaign agcilils't Texas state'LULAC director Ro8a ·Rosales, 
· · of San Antonio. · 

· Robles promised she'll move quicKly to. give LULAC a stronger presence in. , 
Was~ngton, .D.C, and influence policy at every le~el that affects Hispanics. She. 
plans·to appoint an advisory cabinet soon and consider.re-opening a LULAC . 
lobbying office in the nation's capital. · 

., 
The election pitted Robles; a ~veteran in LULAC poli~cs, against Rosales,_an, 

outspoken activist who often accused Robles of not bemg forceful e~ough in 
articulating LULACs national agenda while campaigning. Robles had, twice before 
lqst to male opponents in unsuccessful bids to lead the nation's oldest and . 
best-known Hispanic civil rights organization. .. 

Ros:Ues started cel~brating before fue official tallies were announced only to 
discover minutes later ·th~t she had lost the race. She conceded, defeat and said later 
she does not plan to ask for a recount . · 
, .. '1.' 

"It was a hard fight, butTm ready, to go .. forward and work.for my comm~nity," 
· Rosales said; "The challenge for the new administration is to take ~ acti:ve and 

· · strong positive ,role in the issues of the Latino agenda." · 

_. -. '• 

\ 

I ., 



/' 

Iirunediate past national President Jose Velez listed the official·count as 337 votes 
for Robles and 331 for Rosales. , · 

-1 

. Robles pulled in strong support from present and past national LULAC leaders as 
well as Puerto Rico's. 120 voting d~legates~ . 

• , I . ' • . - . . I . . . • 

· ., "She will fight for: the poor and the needy in the Uriited StateS,n Carlos Lopez of 
the Puerto Rican delegation said. · · · 

Puerto Rico is ·host pf next year's L.ULAC national convention. . . . 
. c 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH . 
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' ' 

. EL PASO - President Bill Clinton ~as asked to come to the 66th arinual 
. convention of the League. of· United Latin American. Citizens but he did not· Gov.·· 

Ann Richards was asked to come but .she also did nqt Housing and Urban 
· .· Development Secr.etary Henry Cisneros,: ditto. Treasury SecretarY Lloyd Bentsen, 

ditto; National Drug Czar Lee P ... Brown, ditto. . · 

.Even Jose Velez, the outg~ing n~tional. president of the vener~ble civil rights 
.-organization, failed to make the' official opening ceremonies Wednesday. Ditto for a . 

Friday luncheon honoring ~LULAC women. Ditto for.a.Friday -breakfast of the . . · 
league's pride and joy scholarsNp ptogram for Hisparuc stiidents;-the~Natiorial · · · 
Educational Services Centers, Inc. I?itto, in fact, for many of the hoi polloi events that 

·have dotted the week-long' conventiol\. · • · · . · . ·. . · .. . · 
•I , . 

But, then Vel~z not only has ple~ty of reas~n to he . , ' ' , . 
conspicuous by his absence, he may well be the single most overriding reason why so 
I?a'ny big-names stayed away.·. · · 

\1 . . ' . . . • . . . ' i 

·. . nJtl In what has ~n a crushingly· public _embarrassmen~ to the long-lived, ·· , . . 
. 'rJI I long:-respected organization birthed in Texas, Velez and three others 'were indicted .t · A~rilSo~ fe~e.ral ~haJ:ges of·co·ll.~ng millions_of dollars in·a seheme. to smuggle . 
\Y 1 A~1ans andHisp~cs mto the Uruted States. Velez's son, Peter, has ~eady pleade~. 
· . guilty to charg~s· he assisted in the $ 5.6 million scheme to provide more than 5,600 
· · immigrants with fake documents.. · · · 

·Indictments cos.t LULAC dearly 

This has been no quietscandal, either. From· the mom~nt Velez was elected four 

I .. 

"· 
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·' . I 

years ago as an ostensible reform candidate who would mend the.fractured ... 
organizati011; accusations ,haye swirled arou,nd the former carnival operator turned 
casino promoter turned LULAC national 'leader. That he fabricated his educational 
background a la former -Railroad Commissioner Lena Guerrero. That he u5ed a hunk 
of his rep~ ted $ .10 million· fortune. to buy the election four years_ ago~ And yes; that . · 
he was bilking illegal iriunigrants' in . · · 

·lhe scheme that ultimately led to whaf!nmrlgration and 
Naturalization Service officials describe as the largest itwestigation in the _agency's . 

-history. · · 
·' . 

There are even whispers, not so quiet ~ong the. more vocal member~, that Velez 
u~d the organizatiqn's.Amigos de, LULAC program to as$ist some of the immigr'¥lts 
he provided with fraudule'nt documents in settling -~to their new; illegal lives here . 

. Even whispers, .not so kind ainong tHe more disenchanted members, ·that Velez will 
even-moun_t a·move to get LULAC to help him,pay his·legal fees. · 

. ' . ' 

'"'Is it any wonder that the major ~ation~ leadership chooses to stay away en 
.. mas~," says Ruben Bonilla, the longtime LULAC member wh() served as riational. · 

president during the group's most glitteri~g years. , , 

·""Not only does it speaktoVelez's total-inability to be taken serio,uslybut, the hard 
_ truthis, it may also be unwise for a natic:;mal official to be photographed next to an. • 

·indicted ·leader .of Velez's ilk.· It looks bad. Very bad." · 
. There.is no:question LULAC has suffered nlightily.' A legal fight is raging ~tween 

the LULAC national office and a California LULAC council that publishes ~ · . 
orgariizati<?nal newspaper for members. · 

1
Another. fight has been instigated· by Velez 

· against former national_treasurer Rafael Acosta ov~r L ULAC_ financial records. And 
even the election of a new pre$ident scheduled for today has dissolved into .a . 
struggle betw~n the-Texas state dir~or,Rosa Rosales, who is billed' as, the reform· 
candidate and is backed by anti-Velez forces~ and a member of the LULAC national ·. 
:board,, BelenRobles, who is· described as a Velez· intimate and is backed by many of 
·l)is supporters. • · . 

Reign of te,rror end~; hope· blooms . . . _ . , . . . 
In. short, if the organization Velez took over four years ago was fractUred before, it 

is shattered today .. But there is hope. · 
' 1 • 

· There is the rank~and-file.- There is every member of every LULAC _council i~ 
.every local community in almost ever}" state who; at this convention each year, justly 

' celebrate all the good, works· they quietly do· alt'year: The. scholarships they provide 
to needy-students, the,·assistance they give senior citizens,- the job training they . 

. provide for aspiring Jiispanics,. the mUltitude of programs ~t the bedrock upon 
which LULACs reputation has rested. ·· . , · 

' ' 
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'"'There is disappoinhnent here. There is disarray. But there is cautious optirriism 
because this is the end of the Velez reign of terror. Arid regardless of which 
candidate to succeed him wins, 'the new 'president,has got to be better than the old," 
says Bonilla, w~o })as endorsed Rosales. , 

""!, for one, am greatly impressed by the stamina of the grass roots who are here. ' 
There is a die-hard mentality. An unyielding.· A tenacity. A yearning for a new 
administration, a new organization, a new day. ' ' ' ' ' ' . ' _: .. ' 

"'iNow the only question is whether, like in- Humpty DUII\pty, all the kfugis men 
can put the· organization toge_ther again. " · · • 
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EL PASO ~ Two longtirn:e leaders of ,the League of U~ted Latin American CitiZens 
. are poised to 'make. history today when one them becomes the first woman elected 

national president of the 65cyear-old civil rights orga'niZation. . 
. ' 1 • 

· And regardless of which candidate wins, say LuLAC members, a new day is 
clearly dawning. 

""It's high-time for a womarl..to lead. LUL,t\C," said Rafael,Acosta, Houston Metro 
board member and' president of Houston LULAC Council88. ""They deserve to have. 
their ~ riow and ill the years to come. " -. 

' . ' ' \ . . ' . . . . 
The campaign for the·LULAC presidency has pit~d Texas state director Ro~. · 

Rosales of San Antonio against LULAC national board member Belen Robles of El 
Paso~ · · ·' · 

While both promiSe a new national directi~n for the venerable organization that 
began in Texas, each will be~ hard.,.pressed to mend the internal discord that has 
wracked ,L ULAC for much of the last decade. · 

. ""Whichever candidate .winds· up win:nini, she cannot afford to go it alone. fr~m 
there," said Ruben 'Bonilla, a past-president of LULAC, who formally endorsed . 

. Rosales at a Friday news conference. ' ' ' . . " . . . . ' ' . I 

. ' . ' ' 

Bonilla said whichever qmdidate wins, '"'she will need all the. strength of. the ~ 
.. grassroots members. She will need a collective band of leadership. " · · 

... The Corpus Christi attorney we~t ·on to say: '"'I, for one, have promised Ro~. 
Rosales to d.o my part by assisting her· in any way she asks. ". · ·· 

I ·' 



'\ .. : 

i . 
l 

I I ., • 

Among the problems facing the new president are healing wounds left by. Jose 
Velez, the. outgoing president · . . - _ · ·. · · · .. · · 

\ ·. '. 

A-Las Vegas millionaire, Velez' was eleeted fo~.years ago amid charges h~ b~ught 
the election by paying for several hundred new Filipino members to attend the -
annual conv~ntion of the traditionally Mexican-American group and to vote for hiln . 

. \ 

bn AprilS, in what many LULAC members.consider a public humilia:tlonforthe 
group, Velez was iridided by a federal grand jury in Las Vegas. · 

\ 

He fa~es ~harges of conspirlng with • three Taiwanese· · 
businessmen, reputed to be members of .the Asian organiZed crime group known as 
the Four Seas Triad, to smuggle Asians and Hispanics into the United States. 

Velez' son, Peter, already has pleaded guilty to charges he elided in the$ 5.6 
·_million scheme to provide more than 5,~00 immigrantS with fraudUlent documents. 

. . . 
I , . . . 

. ' While LULAC has not been charged in the case, so~e applicants were processed 
through the office Velez ran for ,the organization in Las Vegas. ·: - . · 

- . ' 

- '""The ~rgalut.ation has bee~ like the proverbial headless horseman," Bo~a said .. 

""And that has ~en silch ~ heavy toll that the'battle cry for this conventlo~ must 
be, "let L ULAC live. " . . ' 

_,Not surprisingly, the infighting fanned by Velez has spilled over into the election, 
w,ith Rosales billing herself as the refo~ candidates, · · · . . ' . . . 

' • J . • 

She is supported by anti-Velez members, .such as Bonilla and Acosta, while Robles 
is ba<:ked by Velez ·allies. · , · I · · · 

The site of the convention, which originally was scheduled for KanSas City,· was 
changed to El Paso by the national board. . . . 

The move has been de~ounced by Rosales supporters as a move by Robles forces 
to give her a voting advantage in he'r_ ho~etown. , _ ' 

J, ' 

. . 

Robles and Velez are members of the national board/ 

· tuLAC, which claims 100,000 ~embers,- is one of the most visible advocates for 
Hispanic issues in the nation. 

f • - . 

. . . 

'> · About 61000· delegatE?s and guests are attending the convention. 

f 

·I 
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· AUSTIN'...;. Attorney General Dart MoraJ,es is demanding that lawyers for a major 
Hispanic ciyil rights group retUrn mbre than $ 400,000' they were paid when they' 
took Texas t6 court over the wayit elects judges. . 

. ' 

The attorney ·gen~ralis office wrote six lawyers whb . _ . 
: represented the League of United Latin American Citizens in its fight against judicial_. 

elections, and threatened to sue them if they didn't return i9-10 days the$ 410,383 I 

they received fro~ the_ sta~. . , 

The lawyers said the sta~ agreed that they would. rerum the. fees paid by th~ state 
·, if LULAC was ""not success~l'at the conclusion" of the ca5e. · · 

· Mo~al~s, the state's 'first Hispanic attorney general, demanded the fees be retUrned· 
·.·. because the case ended with the Tex~s system unaltered .. 

. . l 

""I'm not sending them ·a theck, lean tell you. that," William Garrett of Dallas said . 
. He is one 'of six lawyers who.reeeived the'letter from Mqrales'·office threatening a 
lawsuit if he didn't return$ 13s;ooo- -his share of the total. · · •. ·. : ·· · 

""!'don't know where in· fue hell they'd find th~ money," Garrett said. ""You can't 
get blood out of a turnip. " · · · · · " 

' LULAC sued the state, arguing that the state's systein of electing judges at large, · 
instead of from small defined geographic districts unfairly diScriminated ag~t. 
minorities. · · · · I · 

· · The U.S; Supreme .Court agreed ~ith 'pait of LULACs :argument, ruling that.· 
. jildicial_ elections are subject to _theVotiflg Rights' Act, which is designed to ensure. 

' . . . ,' .· 

-\ 

1. 
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·' ·',. 
.elections ai~ ·fair to ri:Unorities, and ordered the case back to the 5th U.S. Circuit 

· .Court of Appeals~ . . 

, I \ , 

. That's where LULAC d;~.imed ~dory. 
·, ' 

But the 5th Cir~t then ruled against LULAC,on another-Critical point It said the 
·Texas system of el~g juiists.does.not Violate the Voting Rights Act· 

' • ' - ' ' • l 

Based on- the state's win ~t· the 5th Circuit, Moral~s w~ts the LULAC lawyer8 ·tO · · 
· return the fees paid ~o them by th~ state~ . ) . · 

. I 

""I think it's very straightfony~d,'1 First Assistant Attoq1ey Genet~ Jo~ge Vega. 
said~ ""The state won that case. " 

·But Garrett and 'others indicated the state would 'liclve tO have won on,all points to 
get·a refund. ""We won on a very important point," Garrett said. · 
·, . . . ' 

The other lawyers involved include Rqlando Rios, a Democratic 'candidate for U.S. 
Congress from SanAntonio,who·was paid a total of$162,000 inh~galfees.: He's no 

. more willing to return the money than Garrett· ""Our p~sition is thaf we won. ·at the 
U.S. $upreme Court," Rios said. · 

Th~ six laWyer~ might sue Moral~s befo~e he sues then\;, 'making two arguments· in 
favor of letting them keep the fees granted. themby U.S. District Judge .Lucius 13unton 
Jr. in 1990 and 1991. . ·' . 

. First, they won part of the case. Second, Morales might have waited too long to. 
demand reimbursement,. according to Jo~ GarZa., a. San Antonio 'voting. rig~ts 
attorney who was not involved in the caSe. 

'"'The .federai courts have clear timelines on these things, and 'that's lollg past," he 
sa~d. . · . 

·Garza criticiZed Morales' decision to demand' the money back. 
' ' ' 

. . . ' . . . 

.I 

He said the' attorney general is trying to outmaneuver his political opponent, Don '· 
Witti& R-Houston. ""I think he wants ·to show that he's more Republican than the · 
,Republicans, that he's more fiscally conservative than his opponent," Garza said. ' 

·.""They figure the _Mexican-American vote. has nowhere else to go. " --

Before the s~alled ""judicial redis.tricting case" fulally went to the 5th Circuit 
Court, Morales and s~te lawmclkets worked out a plan for single-member judicial 
qistric:fs in some of the state's most populo,us C()unties, including Harris County ... 

. . one legislator who's been dosely inv~lved in ju~lidal. redisbictlng, Ser\. Rodney 
Ellis, D-Houston, said he h~sn'tJooked into the legal issues in the fee fight, but is· 



\ 

I .. 

' ' 

_ ~ymp~thetic:with the LULAC laWyers .. 

""In truth, they have been doing the Lord's work as civil rights 'advocates on a 
shoestring budget," he said. ""ltjust strikes me as really tragic if we cannot find a 
way to compensate these fine attorneys for at least some of their 'work. " ·. , · · 

' I ' . 
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' ' . 

CORPUS CHRISTI - Adorning. the ,walls of Ruben Bonilla'~ sprawling law'firm 
' here are ro~s and rows of faces. Portraits of Cesar Chavez and John F. Kennedy, . 
·prominent and poignant Jesse Jackson, on the stump. A rotunda full of legislators. · · 
·Then there are the LULACyears. · · 

( ·•. 

From behind a· thousand· podiums with a thousand long since silenced mikes, 
Bonilla smiles· out from photos with a galaXy of greats. ;nwse were the, glory,years. . 
As a ·member on 'the move, a leader on the rise and finally, as the p~si.onate national 
president (rom Texas, Bonilla and his battalion of earnest Hispanies through the late 
1970s and 1980s for the first time propelled the League ()f United Latin American. ·. 
Citizens into the national headlines.' 

· dnly today, four years after he was·~ueezed out of the lea<;iE!~shlp rcinks of_ 
LULAC in one of the .ruthless purges that have racked the organization through the 
last decade, is Bonilla's private sanctum here. free of most memorabilia. There are the 
obligatory presidential photos, all signed~ But mainly, there is fanljly: the wife, the 
parents and the children who now are ·~e pride and preoccUpation of the still young, 

·still charismatic man whose LULACrole has been reduced to membership. · 
. . . . - . 

·"'.'A fraternal disintegration is eroding LULAC today that I fin? deeply saddening," 
· , says Bonilla, on the eve of the national c<;mvention that begiris. tN.s week in El P~so, · 

· 65 years after the venerable group sprang from the mother .Councils 1 .and 2 here and 
.· ii1 San Antonio. . · · . . , . , . · ' . · , 

·. I • , • . ~ , 

""People have• been stripped of their memberships because they spoke out . Other 
· members· have been subjected to a great deal. of contempt and humiliation. . Entire 
chapters have been disavowed. . ' ' ' . . ' ' . ' ' . ' ' ' 

- I 

.-:. 

''· 

! ' 



-. . . : . . . \ . . 

Lawsuits have· been ra_mpant, setting members against members, consuming our 
precious energies and resources. · 

· ""1 call it :fratricide, and it,is fracturing us from within.." 

Not the least of LULACs woes has been its current national president Jose Velez, . 
the carnival operator turned casino promoter turned multllnillionaire who, e~en ' 
before he was elected in a gritty. power struggle four years ago,· had been accused· of 
everything from· .buying his electio:r~.' to having links with the Mafia. . · . ' · · 

·At lea~t some· of th~ smoke seems to' have been born of fire. · 

· ~r the largest investigation in the history of the :Itnprlgration ·and Naturalization 
5ervice, Velez and three Taiwanese. businessmen reputed to be members of the Fotir 
Seas Triad, an :Asian organized crime group, on April 5 wer~ indicted 'by a federal 
grand jury in Las Vegas of collecting millions ofdollars in a scheme to smuggle. 

·Asians Ctfld Hispanics into the United States illegally. - . · 

. · Applicants allegedly were charged $ 250 to_$ 3,500 for the service. One fee was $ 
45,000. Velez's son; Peter, already has pleaded.guilty to charges he assisted iri the:'$ 
5.6 ntillion.scam to provide mor,e fh.an 5,60Q· in;rmigrant:S with fake dOCuments. And 
while LUL~C has not been charged, some applicants were p~ocessed thr.ough_its La~ 
Vegas office, which Velez ran. . • . . · • _ . . . . · 

Not a pretty picture, say LULAC stalwarts who have 'watched, helplessly as the 
granddaddy of Hispanic organizations~ which once led the charge for, parity m'' 
juries, schools, housing, 'the workplace and the political system- has been in an 

-_embarrassingly publicfree-fall.' Some havejtimped ship, atleast in terins of 
attending national conventions: · - · 

. 1 

· Rtiben Sando'\'al, the foriner special .counsel from San Ant~nio who led -LULAC . ' 
legal fights as diverse as the Jose Campos Torres police brutality case in Houston and 
the single-I'Ilember . . . ' . . ' ,' 
redistricting wars in Texas, noted that the circus is in Scm·Antonio: \ 

. ' ' ' . . ' . . 
. I ' 

""I had a choice between Barnum & Bailey and the convention in El Paso. And 
between one· circus and another, I opted to stay with the local one: 

""LULACs gone from a result-oriented. organization of activists to a 
-banquet-oriented b\mch of blow-hards and · . . 

· dO-nothings. They ~ave their hfucheons, banquets and press conferences to highlight 
issues. But we don't need to highlight them. -~elive'them," says. Sandoval." 

:I ' . .. . . . . 

","They talk about·being the oldest and largest Hispanic clvil rights_ org~tion.· 
What a joke. That membership has never been over 3,000 to 5,000 people .. Therf they 
pass their' resolutions. ''What a s~ame. Those 'resolutionS are never. followed up. 



/ 

., ' 

· "''The fact is .that unless and until there ·is a complete revamping of the leadership 
at the top, LULAC has l).b future. 11 • · · · · · 

., ' . . . .. ' - . \ 

If Sandoyal was a single. disgruntled member; it would be par fo:r the course of any .· 
group .. But LULAC loyalists like Rafael. Acosta, the Metropolitan Transit Au~ority . 
. board member who just completed a run for county. judge, has been hard-pressed to 
remain resolute.· · · · · · · · 

.""The r~al strength .of LULAC has always been. at its ~ocal councils. But even the~ 
they· should have direction from the {\ational office, and that has not been the case,"· 
says Acosta, owner of the popular Merida Mexican Restaurants here. · 

""Instead of th~ national office directing the news, the nationaloffice is.making the 
,:news ~din a highly negative fashion. 11 

• · · • . . ·.. . 

Acosta has not abandoned the ailing group. - A fonrier national vice president with ·. 
enduring LtJLAC roots, he still leads Council 88. ·But· he.concedes LULAC problems. 
are critical. '. . . ' '. . . . . . ' ·. . . . . . . . . . . 

""In the absence ofnational directio~ the'local councils have been. forced to carry 
. the whole load by theiriSelves. That they have done as well as. they have is. a· tribute 

to their. energy and persistence. "· 

. · But'in terms of having a natio~al president with ~ctual goals, objections and visio~ 
LULAC h~s simply done without for years, he says bluntly. · .. · . · 

""What issues have you· seen the nationaJ L ULAC .address in the last six months,· 
the last year, the last two, years. Give me one issue," says Acosta. 

' " ' ' 

""We've. already lost. a lo~ of grotind to othe~ Hisparuc. orgacization5. Like ·the 
National Council of La Raia, some~ people are .saying that it's stronger now than we 
are, and we are theoldest And MALDEF, some are saying.-that it's gotten better · 

\ . than we are,' and we started ·MALDEF. It'(all about clout, and we must regain it II 

·. In Housto~ for. more than the last decade, L ULAC has been most visible in the 
.smgle person of Johnny Mata, the indefatigaple district director who may not be 
everywhere at once .. It just Seems that way. 

· ' On this day, ~ot.half over, Ma~ rep~rted to work at the Gulf Cqast Community' · 
Services Associatio~ squeezed in an interview with a TV crew and soon will speak to 
the graduates of ·an adult education course. ·Hispanics are -pourU:tg into the eastside 
Latino Learning_Center, where LULAC inaintai~ itS district office. · 

t, I 

. Children are eve~here. Mata is in his element 



\· ""This isn't the first time LULAC has gone through crisis.· ' '· 

We're no differe~t from any ·other organizations, from th~ NAACP to the 
. Republican Party," he sc:.tys stoutly. · ' 

' " I ' , ( 

""B~t we're on the verge 'of p~tting a lot of ~e problems behind· us. · Litigation is 
beil1.g \resolved·. We'-re looking forward to electing new leadership. · Arid our streng~ 
and visibility at all · · · · 
levels is increasing. ·" . . . . . . . . . · ... 
Ever the good soldier, Miita p~ints to the LutAC succesSes that continue to thrive, in 
Houston and elsewhere. There. is ProjecfSER the national job trailling program that 

. , funnels. Hispanics into the workplace. ~d there are the LULAC Educational ~ivice 
. . Ceriter5 that provide counseling and scholarship. :funds to needy, ' . . . ·. . . . . 
. . college-bound students.. . . 

LULAC, which long ago sparked the national He~d Start program: with its ·· 
audacious Schools of the 400 aimed at fl.isparuc students, still operates a Head· Start . 
in Waco. Project Amistad programs i~ El Pas·o and other locales help Hispanic 
seniors .. And longtime ~.ULAC leaders have movectup, like state Sen. Carlos TrU.an 
and U.S~· District Judge James. DeAnda. 

\ \ - ~ 

.. ""The point is that the lifespan of every organization is like a·ro.ller coaster .. It goes 
up and down in. the sense of controversy ·or prosperity. Butwith the wip, · · 
per5everarice and commitment of the members,. the organizations survive,'.~ says Mata: 

1 ' ., • ' ' ' '.. ' 

· ""SO will LULAC It doesn't matter the level of crisis. 

· Becau5e just like with all those·soldiers who landed on Normandy,, when a leader 

1 
falls or dies,_ there are other people in the·back t~ 'pick up the .banner. " ' 

Wretched national presidents have wracked LULAC before .. An adiriinistration led . 

~ .. 

byJo5e Benitez broughtLULAC to the brink offinailcial ruin. ··Another · ... ! 

adniinistration led· by. Jose Garcia de Lara touched off a series of purg~s called the de 
Lara reign of terror. . ·. . 

• • • • 1 • 

But here is where the flag analogy falls apart Although Tony Bonilla from San 
· Antonio and his brother, Ruben from Corpus Quisti, emerged to pick up the pieces · 

after Benitez, after· de Lara; Velez waseleeted. And while Mata and Acosta both.are . 
looking to a new J:\ational pr~side~t come. Saturday's election as a part of ~e answer, 

· the odds-on favorite, ~osa Rosales of San Antonio, also has her detractors. . 

· ""She made the rounds of the banquets and press conferences as Texas state 
director, too," say's Sandov;aL ·'"'But beyond that, what?" · 

. Rosales, a feisty labor orgaiuzer with the National . 
_ Association.ofGovernment Employees, ~ehemently defends h~r record, reeling off. 

\ . 
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----------

the-jssues·she has dealt with: discrimination in the workplace, equitY in hfgher_ 
education and'the continuing fight for·human rights. · · 

. '"'It's tru~ _LULAC needs some very positive and very 
aggressive leadership but we. are going to ·get that 'Our ·future lo~ks very bright,;" 
says Rosales. ' · · · · 

But it is a. sign of the erui.ui afflicting LULAC, of the wistful yearning for its . 
. . heyday, that rumbles of a. ""Draft. Bonilla for -National President'' movement have 
emanated from the ranks. ' 

. - . - . 

Only B~nilla can restor,e LULAC to its might, says former national vice president 
Ray G~o of Phoenix, in a letter to the I!lem}Jers: · 

- .I • • 

- . . ·. . . . . 
. ' '. '' I • ' ' . • '. '1 .' . . ·• • . 

, ""Ruben wdl make us proud ·qf LULAC and place It back on top where It belongs. ·.; 

But in this cradle of Mexican-American activism:, as Bonilla still dispatches clients, 
, ~ · secretaries and paralegals with the practiced ease of a natural leader, he is at once . 

· proud ·Ns record inspires trusf and honestabout the .chances for the draft. · 
' ' 

""H I wa~ guilty of anything during my years of leading LULAC, I. was guilty of 
attempting to:utilize _the media· to bring VisibilifY·to the problems that saddled the 
Hispanic co~unity beyond comprehension," says _Bonilla. · 

I. 

'""And yoU: can't do it in a vacuum, you can't do. it iri private rooms; you ccrit't do it,, 
by boasting. of_ties to the Mafia, you can't do it by bilking illegal. immigrants. You 
have to do it by community relations, by getting your message out in urban,areas, by 

· seekipg new members wherever yo~ can find them, by always expanding 'the 
. network,"·says Bonilla. · -

""Velez has failed in that, miserably. We've been th.rough a terri~le period of 
upheaval.· ~ call it the Dark Ages of LULAC. " · · 

' • . j •. I 

The organization still tan be rebuilt, Bonilla believes. 

""}3ut it ~ill take tremendous· drive a:nd.organization., I'm afraid the new presidertt 
-will spen~ at least the first year Just trying to heal the :wounds of litigation.· And a · 
lot of that ~s still going on. "· · · · 

Bonilla still plans ,to ·~ttend th~convention, fo11 the camaraderi.e, for' the friendships, 
.for the debt he says he still owes l:ULAC. · · · 

";'But pr~sid'ent again? ... I have not encouraged it 'But I don't rule that out, either. I 
still feel very y0 ung a11d energetic. I still feel I could do a better job- than anyone else 

·in the post . I still Jeel ~ could. bring more imagination, vision, devotion and resources . 
to the office. ' ' -

/ 

. I 

' ' 
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. I ·'' ' . 

""But then I have to get back to reality. I have' fou/children, and' a very heavy,· 
· very demanding .law practice. I would find it very difficult to leave that for either. 

the fame or the infamy ofthe LULAC presidency. 

";'To this day; I'm not sure whl,ch'it is~ " 

GRAPHIC: Photo: L LULACs former president, Ruberi Bonilla (color); Mug: 2 Jose 
' Velez (b/w,· p. 24); 1. Reba Graham/Special to Chronicle 
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Jacqueline Kennedy was radiant as she arrived .at the packed ballroom in th~ old 
Rice Hotel the night before_ her husband was killed. · · -

And while 'few remember. the short speech she made to Houston's League of 
United Latin American Citizens, they do remember how she gave it -

' . . . 

""She made her speech in Spanish. It seemed like :it came from the heart," ~d 
David Adam~, one of the -many Hispanic leaders at the LULAC party on Nov. 21, -

-- 1963. ."III think she did a beautiful job. She, was very happy and gave me the 
impre~ion she was sincere throughout'.' . ' ' 
She and President Kennedy were pressed for time that night as they headed for a­
dinner at the sam Hous'ton Colisetinl to honor U.S. Rep. Albert Thomas. But Mrs. 
Kennedy made the-: time. ' 

""She was a radiarit,·reautiful,-sophisticatedlady with charisma that touched 
everyone," Alfred Hernandez, 77, said Friday. ""Lil<e most of us> I admired her very 

. ' . much. u · - - - -

The first lady mingled with the crowd, speaking Sparrlsh to tULAC members. She 
was a ""friend1

' to Hispanics, he said, qec~use she recognized their herita'ge.' .. 

""She was ~~ial to us beca~se she spol:<e our language and she ~poke ,it fluently," 
said Hernandez. '"'Let me telL you, Hispanics are. in mourning today because of what 
happened last night" , · · -
Hernandez, a former natione)lpresiderit of LULAC, was 
surprised to see the first couple at the functio~ But it was not a surp~~ for all_ 
LULAC members, someof whom worked_ for monthS to get·them to drop by._ · 

They w~re supposed to stay only four 'or five minutes at the LULAC ~cti~~ but 
tarried for 19, said A~ame, who at the time·WC:\S second iri command behipd the state· 

- \ 

' ~ . 
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LULAC director. They also were' supposed to stay ·a safe distance fr~m the crowd­
at the urging of secret Ser:vice agents --:-. but ~oth were mobbed at the door, where 

· they shook hands with nearly everyone. · · . · · ~ · · . . . . . . 

Ad~e also was ~pre8sed with· the first lady's command of Spani~h. 
. . ' . ' . . ' '. 

·Thinking about her death Friday, Adame'searched his files at home and found· a 1 

LULAC newsletter written one week after her·visit · · 

In it was the tr~pt of wha~ ~he said that night 

·""I am very happy to t>e here in Texas, especially to be here with you ~d to see 
this noble tradition in Spanish. This tradition was established. over 100 years ago , 

"before the state of. · ' . . . · · · · · · . · · · . · . . · . · 
Ma~achusetts was recognized,where my husband Was born,11 s~e said. 

I ' \ ' ' 

""It is a tradition that·is very strong and vigorous. You all work forTexas and for 
the United States. Thank you. 11 Adame said now, 31 years later, he is unsure what. 
tradition she was referringto. He thinks it might have been. their celebration that 
~~ . I ' . . 

The,impact .of her Housto~ visit was even greater because .. of what hap~n~ tile 
next day, Hernandez said. ""It was something you don't forget very easily. 11 

.' . ' ' 
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·BODY: · 
' I 

.· SAN ANTONIO - A San Antonio labor orgaruzer plans to run for _president of a 
major Latino citizens' group after the· indictment of the organization's leader. ' . 

. ··' . 

""I have been getting a. lot of calls sayin:g I shbuld go f~r the presidei\cy," said Rosa · 
RoSales,· Texas state director of the League of United Lat:ffi Ame~can Citizens, ·Or · 
·LULAC. .. . . 

. ' 

LULA~. f'resid~nt Jo~:Velez and three Taiwanese ~ere indicted T'uesday in Las 
Vegas on federal charges of:conspiring to create and supply fal~ documents 5o-
~ousands ,of illegcil immigrants could remain in the Ynited States~~ . · 

. ' ' 

. _ . The··ifidictment-.said immigrants were.each charged as much as$' 45,QOO for, . 
-~ fraudulent .documents provided by the alleged Taiwanese conSpirators Bill Tzeng, · 

Simon ~g and A\ Feng: · · 

According to the 'indictment,' Velez carried out his part of the 'alleged conspiracy\ 
~.through his Las·Yegas inurugration consulting firm, Velez & Sons Inc 

. · L ULAC,. a le~ding national Hispanic· civil rights organizatio~ was not, accused of 
any wrongdoing. · . . · : · .· · ·· · : · · ' · · · 

'. 
. (- . .. 

Rosales was elected to her third, one-year term as state director last May. 

· ""I'll .seek a fourth terin i~ June at the state conventi~n ifl Laredo," said Rosales, a 
labor organizer with the National· Association of Government Employees in San · 
Antonio. ·: · 

. . . ' . 

· Rosales will seek the presi_dency in JUly at the national conventi~n in. El ~aso . 
Velez is serving the final year· of a fol1r-year term.·_ 

• I ~ • 

' .. 



' ' . . 

''"I can 'say (Velez) pas done .OK as rational.president," s~id Rosales,: involved with 
. LULAC since 1978. ""The indictment at this time is oh his business and his sons, not 
. on LULAC. It will be as strong as ever; u .. 

' ( ,· I I 

.. ' . ·. ' . . . \ . ' _. - \ '· \ . ' _.-

Ruben Sandoval, a san Antonio lawyer who has been invQlved in factional' fights. 
'among l~al.LULAC members, called the indichnent of Velez ""a day of .celebration. II 

•• ' -·- • ' ! ! • 

', ·, 

·' J • • ··, ' ' ' ) ' • • 

""The government is doing LULAC a· service to remove .him," Sandoval said. )"He . 
perpetuated fraud on the organiza.tio~ " · · · 

· Vele~ could not be reached for comment 
.t 

! ' 

' > 

The alleged conspiracy, which ran from March 1988 to about January 1991, sought 
to misuse the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986. . 

I • • • 

The act·authorized ~grantsliying in the United S~tes illegally ~ince beforeJan. · 
1, 1982.; to apply fotamnesty as a step toward becoming legal U.S. residents. 

Under the law, immigrants who' performed seasonal agricultural work for specified 
· · periods. als() could file 'another type of legalization app4cation. · · 

\· 

. At the height of the alleged conspiracy, Velez 'reportedly r~eived as much as$ 
50,000 a day for his w9rk. 

·Velez and his f~liow alleged conspirators are accused of obtaining .bl~ envelopes, . 
. bearing Mexican postage and backdated Mexican· postmarks, which we~e then 
addressed to unqualified immigrants to 5erv~ as fictitious eyidence of longtime U.S.· 
residency. · · ' · · · 
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HEADLINE: Hispanic Leader Indicted in Las Vegas; 
·Abuse of Amnesty Program Is' Alleged 

'\ 

. . SERIES:. Occa~ional· 

BYLINE: Pierre' Thomas, Washi.ngto~ Posts~ Write~ 
. ' ! ~ 

·.BODY: 

·The president of the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAq, one of 
the. nation's largest Latino organizations, was. indicted yesterday in connection with1 • 

an allege~ alnnesty scam involving thousands: of illeg~ i~grartts. . . . , · · · 

. ·Feder~ prpsecutors charged .that Jose Velez conspired·along with three Taiwanese 
immigration consultants to "create and supply" fal5e documents and statements to 

. federal immigration officials ·~so that, applicants who were not legally entitled to 
reside and tQ work in 'the (United States] could fraudulently obtain the right to do 

. II . - . . . . 

.·SO •. 

: The 17-Couht,indictment obtained bY: Kathryn E. Landreth, 'the U.S. attorney in Las. · 
Vegas,·charges that the conspirators "recrUited large numbers. of unqualified aliens · 

. and .brought them to Las Vegas,.:sometimes by the busload" from March 1988 to· 
January 1991. Many of the recruits wer~ wealthy Taiwane5e' d~ns, who were . 

' sometim~. charged . fees as. high as_$ 45,000 per appl~cation, the indictmtm~ says . 

. Edward Marshall, attorney for Velez, declined comment, say~g he 'had not yet 
.. seen the indictment · · 

· Proserutors. say the alieged scam involves abu5e of the Immigration :Reforin ana 
Control Act, which went into effect fu 1986. Under the act, illegal immigrants could 
file applicatio~ to legalize their status. Irnqtigrants who had been in continuous·· 
illegal status before 1982 were. allow~d to file amnesty applications, as.were ' . 

·undocumented aliens wh() performed at le.ast 90 days of seasonal agricul~ral work. 
during i2-inonth periods from 1984 through 1989. · 

Certain orgailizati~ns were designated to file amriesty applications. ~e of them 
was LULAC.:.Neyada, where Velez was state director. · 

\' 
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( ' 

'I 

-~·· 



Justice Deparbnent officials charged that Velez, ~ough his immigr~tion coriSulting 
business, Velez and Sons Inc., "processed thousands of _false legaliiation applicationS."· 
LULAC has not been accused of any wrongdoing. · 

Velez 'and the cbn5pirators allegedly falsely clauned that applicants had done the 
required agricultural work -and· provided documentation or statements showing that 
_the illegal immigrants had lived iri the country since before 1982,.though they· had 
not· · · · · · · · · · 

The indictment is part of.an 6ngoing series of immigration fraJ.d ~vestlgati-ons 
conducted by the -INS .and ·the Internal ~evenue Service. 

Ih January, federal ~fficials charged Biliy T~ng ~d Simon Chang, two· Taiwanese 
.citizens, with:-five counts of filing'false statements t() the Immigration and . ' ) 
Naturalization Service. Those five counts were incorporated into yesterday's ·· · _ 
superseding indictment, which was·expanded tb include Velez and AI Feng, another· 
Taiwan citizen. -·In a separate case, also filed yesterday, a company competing against 
Velez was charged with similar offe~s. · ' · 

' ' ' ' ' .· . . . ,. ' . 

·In ~t case, Diana Hernandez and ~ee codefendants were· charged with alleged 
abuses of the amnesty law; 

H convicted oh all,counts, Velez· and Ferig face amaximurrt penalty of 60yeats in 
prison arid a fine of $3 million. Tzeng and Chang face a maximum sentence of 85 . 

·years iJ:nprisonment and a fipe totaling $ 4.2 million.· 

LULAC is· one of the country's largest and ~ldest gras~roots Hispanic 
. organizations. Jt seeks to pro~ote full social, political, economic and educational 
. rights for Hispanic~ in the United States. It encourages voter registration and offers· ·. 
employment and training programs: Last night, officials at the organization's Nevada 

-headquarters were scrambling to find out exactly what Velez had been charged with. 
... Officials ~aid they: would not issue a statement until they 

1
had further information . 

· about the charges. . _ . . ' · .· . . _ · 
I . ', 

Vel~z, who was born ~ Managua, Nicaragua, has been the subject of attention 
since 1990, when he' was elected president of LULAC in a disputed election at the· 
organizcition's national_convention in Albuquerque,· according to published reports .. -

F01:years, INS-officials havecharged that~e-amnesty program has been / 
overwhelmed by thousands of false applications. In 1990, INS. began more closely 
scrutinizi9g firmS and immigration attorneys that had ~n charging_ thousands. o~ · 
dollars to assist applicants in filing applications. 
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FIRST.· LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
· REMARJCS TO LEAGUE OF UNITED 'LATIN· AMERICAN CITIZENS. (LULAC} 

' WASHINGTON I DC 
OCTOBER ·6, 1994 

[Acknowledgements:: Congresswoman Roybal-Allard, who will 
·introduce you; 'Belen Rob'les, newly elected President of·LULAC; 
and' Fir.st La<iy "Maga" Rossello [Ro,say-yo} of Puerto 'Ricql . . . . . 

' ' 

Thank you for inviting me to join you this evening. And 
thank you even moreforthe spirit' and support,you have lent-the 
Cl'ir1;ton Administration. as we. work together to solve som:e of the 

· . ' . most pressing issues of the day. · 

For nearly 70 years,: LULAC has been a voice' of progress not 
only for Hispanics, . but for all Americans who care about 
f.~irness·, opportunity I and· compassion. Nearly every significant 
social crusade of the last half century·bears your stamp: voting 
rights, ·the expansion_of .educational opportunities, fa~r housingl 
c,ivil rights, ·to name. a few. · 

·!' 

Although 'th-e· President co1,lldn' t be here to t;:eil you /this. in 
person,, he is particularly grateful for your energetic .support of 
health care. reform' over the last_20 months; You have always 
understood the importance of peaith care reform fo:;-- chi-ldren, 
families, ~md for. ourselves collectively as a nation. Rest: 
assured, we will succeed with-reform andwe will make sure that 
every one among u's has access. to· comprE;hensive health care· 
coverage that can never be taken away. · · '" 

As ~e look ahead to a new. century,· wesee a world as 
complicated and as challenging as ever. Sut we also see the 
extraordinary promise· of Americans and America ,in fac~ng. the new 
challenges that 'ali{ait us. . 

';.'· \ 
· My husband ran for the Presidency because he .believes that 

by in~esting in 'our greatest resource -- our people ---:-. we can· 
build a world of peace and prosperity in which all Americans·can 
fulfill their God-given potential .. 

To do that, we must'make diversity our strength, not. our 
.. burden. We must unite, ·not di vid~. ~We mus;t restore the values 
·. tha't you( the leaders of LULAC, so firmly uphold ;;_ family; 

community, self-reliance, and responsibility. · 

I. remember .once hearing a story about,B¢n Garza and. his role 
in founq.i,ng LULAC many years ago. When he,was 15 his father died. 
So he: had to quit high school and work to:help support· his mother 
and six siblings. He worked· as a -w:aiter in a restaurant and saved, 
enough money. to put the other. 'kids .through school. Beri kept ; · 

. I 
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·-working, and kept saving, and soon he-had enough to invest in the 
restaurant a·nd become a· partner. Eventually he became one_ of ·the 
leading bue::i.nessmen in Corpus Ch.risti. . , , · · 

.I 

Some years after he helped found LULAC, he came to 
Washington -- this 'was more than' a half century ago :.. - to protest_ 
immigration policies. Even~ with all of his ·personal .success,-_ · 
which ·was built on years 9f h~rd work_ and determinatio:Q., · he never 

_lost sight of his responsibilities .to ~he larger. community. 

~oday Belen Rob!~~ and all oi .you are'entru~ted ~ith hel~ing 
LULAC carry forwat:d' that. rich legacy. And I I d like tq ' -~ . 
congratulate· Belen for the ~is ion and commitme-nt she brings ·to · 

·-this important position. Arid .I • d also like tq thank all the · 
·.·members of 'LULAC, all of the individuals and local G:oU:ncils, who 

. toge_~her, keep alive the hopes and dreams that prompte(i the 
· fo\].nding of_ ·this .organiza:ti?n iln the ·first place. 

The lesson we learn" from LULAC' s history, and the les-son we 
~earnfrom anymarch for socia~-progress, is that one must never 
give up the good fight. Think of the court ,·battle LULAC waged in 
the early 1950s t6 en~ure that.Hispanics could sit on juries in 

. ~Texas (Hernandez. v Texas) .. Or fight for school desegregation in 
·Orange- County in the 1940s ·that served_ as o~e o·f the precursors 
t·o Brown ·V Board and helped tear down demeaning racial · 
ste;-eot;:ypes,. :These were not ·always popular: crusades. Often they 

· met extraordinary- resistance from· the status- quo. _But through 
patience~ and hard wo:r;k, progress was made <a.nd ju-stice prevailed. 

' . . ' . . . ' . 

. ~Think ·Of the LULAC women·who, year,afte~ year, held 
.tamaladas [ tah-mah-LAH-das -- .a Texas version- of a bak;e sale, 
where tamales are Sold instead of- cookies] I t_o. raise mon_ey fqr 
schola,rships. for- promH;;ing young students. 

Think-1 of the l~bor. and dedication· that went. into creating · 
and sustaining the SER · {pronounced ·serr, the verb . "t;o- be" . in 
Spanish] jobs- program ·that·· has helped 150, boo me:Q. and women with 
job training ·and counsel'ing, I . .. 

These are .~fforts worth making bec,ause they .make a 
difference in the lives qf hard-working, responsible,citizens who 
are · par·t of, the __ ·rich socia;t. fabr-ic of our. nation. They are 
e:ffort·s w_orth ,making .because, not only' do· they define· us as · · 
·individuals, they define us a-s a so'ciety and_as a people.· 

I saw some statistics·_ recent'ly that showed' that the largest 
population group among.Hispariics is-children under the/age of 5. 
I saw another. statistici that-showed that Hispani~ children are 
t~ice as iikely to be livirig in poverty as· nqn~Hispanic children: 
Taken together,-. thqse statistics offer a somewhat gloomY, fore9ast 
for- the future of .Hispanic c~ildren in. America. 

'/\ . 
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,· 

·They· also serve·as a reminder that we must never give up 
pushing for. progress and'. change -·- whether it is. economic 
renewal, healt-h care reform, welfare reform, . crime l'egislation, 
V?ting. rights, fair housing, or an expansion of Head Start·: ·. 

'.The President 1 s agenda-~nvisions government as'a part~er.for 
people and tor c6rrimunities that need1 a boost•to do better·-- much 
the way your local councils give_ people the tools t_hey ·need to 

.. take. responsibility for their liv.es and move ahead. 

And we are making 'progress : · 
/· 

THE ECONOMY .. Deficit reduction; tax -relief' for working 
famili.es:; ·trade; cre~tipn of 4. 2 million jobs in 19 months 

CRIME (LULAC was very suppor.tive of the_ Crime. Bill} 

. ' \ 

VEDQCATIQH ·Goals '2ooo;·school to ·work; Loan Reform; Head 
Start e~pansion; AmeriCorps. (in Te~as alone, the community .. ·· 
service program has helped i~unize 100,000 more· children _in the 
first year it ~~s in place) 

-EH$JmilJC1 BA$IC RIGHTS Motor .voter-Bill; the Administration 
argued' in federal court to expand-the interpr~tcition of the · 

. Vbtirig Rights Act; the President ·authorized_. a nationwide 
· :lnvestigation. of discrimination by financial ins-titutions in the 
area,of horne mortgages 

/ .. 

_ * The l?re~ident ·is making !'Natural-ization" a top priority 
o~ th.e INS to ensure the continuation• of legal immigration while 
combatting illegal.imrriigration. 

'HILDREM ·AND FAMILIES .. 

'1 I I f ' • ' 

Whether your par~nts or grandparents or great grandparents 
· carne· from Mexico. or l?uerto ·.Rico,·· or South or Central America, or 
the Caribbean,· 9r any other region, many of you probably were 
raised believing in the· Ameri-can Dream_. It 1 s an· ideal that we· all 
want to pass on to our children wit,h some degre~ of credibility;· 

· We want :our children to believ~ .that the·ir lives can be ·· 
rewarqing, productive,_ and secure .. And that 1 s why the· President is 
agenda focuses so heavily on· giving our children the right start 
in life. . .· · . -. . · ·. . - ·. 

He· believes tbat we cannot afford to waste a .single pers·on · 
. in this country, particularly not a child. That's w4y, with­
nearly'lo million American children currently,lacking health 
:insurance, he believes so_firmly in the need_for health care 
reform th,at will .make sure tha_t all children hav,e immunizations 
and,well-baby exams .. It's why he believes in a world-class 
education system _that begins in pre~school and' continues through· 
high' school; and college, -and job training,. and beyond. It'S .why 
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h~ believes in -tough· crime\measure·s that will enable. children t~ 
' enjoy tpeir childhoods without fear of :violence and guns in their 

_:neighborhqods and schools. 

\ 

·While- we ·are making· 'progrE;;!?S, we must remember that .. 
governmen_t. alone cannot solve all of our problems.·. We must .r~ly 
on individuals to take more ·responsibility. We must rely on 
.organizations such as yo,urs to continue t6 exercise leadership, 
as you have fore;:o. many years. 

I I / ' 

.. And w.e must be p~tient:. We are tackling 'complex problems. 
There_ i~ no ·pc:macea. But' the march· is worth making becaus~ the 
future depends on our coriunitmentto restoring the American Dream 
for the gen~rations that fol:J_ow us. . , · 

In.the last.few weeks,· many people have asked 'me 'whether.I'm· 
going to continue ·to work: for -h~alth care .reform.· And. my answer 
is alw~ys the same. '!•m a P~roduc,t'of _privilege.,-I'm. theprodu,ct 
of good health, a good education, a secure family. Why would 
anyone in my position give ,up the ch'ance to extend those ' 
O:f>portunities to.Ame~icans_who aren't so fortunate? 

. . My' message is one that is reflected throughout' ~ULAC.' s 
-history; We must 13-lways strive to move forward', however. difficult 
-the road, and however long the journey may be. 

·.I-'m. reminded that during the campaign some c)f our Hispanic· 
supporters used to have signs that said: "Adelante. [ah-deh~lahn­
teh] qon' Clinton.'' [Let' ·s move forwCl,rd _with Clinton) 

--•. I 

.. As we look to the future, I'' d like to amend ·that t'o say_: 
"Adelante con/ustedes" [cio-steh-des _.:_ with you) .. "Adelante, 
nosotros [together] .~ · 

, Thank . yoU: very much. · 

i' \ 
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TO: Lissa 
FROM: Kathy 
DATE: 9-29-94 
RE: HRC/LULAC 

ljHA: 41~ HjSluSE 
vvAS~N~O~ 

LEAGUE OF UNITED LATIN AMERICAN CITIZENS (LULAC) 

210,000 members nationwide (another source: over 100,000) 

Nation's largest and oldest grass-roots Hispanic organization (65 
years old) 

Led the charge for parity in juries, schools, housing, the 
workplace and the political system 

The real strength of LULAC has always been at its local councils 

LULAC projects: 
~Project SER, the national job training program that funnels 
Hispanics into the workplace 
-LULAC Educational Service Centers that provide counseling and 
scholarship funds to needy, college-bound students 
-Project Amistad programs help Hispanic seniors 

LULAC's "issues": 
-economic empowerment 
-immigration 
-education 
-domestic policy 
-economic development 
-trade 
-foreign affairs 
-civil rights for all Americans 

LULAC's president. Belen Robles: 
-first woman national president of LULAC 
-two major areas she considers important for the org. are 
education and civil rights 

1) wants to appoint an education committee that will develop 
a five year plan to improve Hispanics' dismal percentages in 
education: only 48% finish high school, only 10% finish 
college, and only about 1% get a post-graduate degree 
2) wants to appoint a civil rights commission to develop an 
"activists' manual" to be distributed to the local councils 
that will provide guidelines on how to protest civil rights 
violations in the public and private sectors 

LULAC and health care: 
-supports universal health care coverage 
-Robles believes in the importance of preventative health care 
-"Because of the way our health care system is currently 



·r 

. ' 
struct-ured·, we tend to react to catastrophic or serious illnesses 
and situations't;hat in our opinion could be greatly reduced 
through preventative health care·· services, " said Robles. · 

LULAC and .the Clinton administration goals: 
-supports universal health care coverage 
~supports crime bill ' 
-supports assault weapon ban 

) 

Friction between Puerto· Rican's and· Mexican Ainerican~. within the. 
organization.· . 

···'" 

Eormer president, JoS'e Velez, in serious trouble: 
-involved .in the largestinvestigation in the hJstory of the INS 
-indicted by a ,federal g~and j~ry in-Las Vegas, fac~s charges of 
conspiring with three Taiw.anese businessmen, reputed to be 
members.of.the. Asian.orga~ized. criine group know:n as the Four\Seas 
Traid, to smuggle Asians and HispanicE; ·into . the u.s. . _ . · , · 
~Velez's son;Peter, .already has ~lead~d guilt~ t6 charges.he 
aided in the $5.6 million scheme to provide more than 5;600 
.immigrants'with fraudulent documents · 
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