September 26, 1994

TO: Hillary Rodham Clinton
FROM: Lissa Muscatine
RE: Lasker Video

1. What lessons might Americans learn from Mary Lasker's life and
accomplishments?

We all can learn the real meaning of citizenship from her
life and her accomplishments. I sometimes say that one has to
find in life the proper balance between "me" and "we". Mary
Lasker understood that each of us has a responsibility to the
larger community we live in. She taught us that there is more to
being a good citizen than just focusing on "me". She showed us
the importance of focusing on "we" as well.

She really believed she could contribute and make a
difference, and she did. But what is so extraordinary about her
life is that she didn't pick one cause, she picked many, from
medical research to urban beautification to education to the
arts. And in each of those areas she left a lasting mark.

2. What value in American society have the lLasker Awards sgerved?

There are three separate awards (basic research, clinical
research, public service) and each has made a difference in its
own way. First, if you consider that 50 winners of the Lasker
Awards since 1944 have gone on to win Nobel Prizes, you
appreciate the impact of the awards not only on the research
community but also on everyday people who benefit as well.

The Lasker awards are an emblem of serious research. From
Col. Menninger's breakthroughs on psychiatry to work that has
advanced our understanding of the nature of the gene, the Lasker
awards have contributed to some of the most important medical
discoveries of our time.

In that sense, the awards not only recognize and celebrate
cutting edge regearch, they make it possible for that research to
continue. And they affirm the role of research in our society and
remind us that we can't make progress without pecple in
laboratoriesg and clinics toiling away day after day in search of
answers to some of nature's most baffling mysteries.

The public service award celebrates men and women who
contribute in public ways to medical research. And again, they
reflect Mary Lasker's belief that you don't have to be a doctor
or a scientist to make a difference in helping fight disease and
improve the health care of Americans. Each of us can contribute
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in different but important ways.

3. What were the ways that Mary Lasgsker was a role model of
citizen activism in our country?

She was living proof that you don't have to be an expert to
get inveolved and make a difference. She showed us that, if you
care enough, you can make a difference.

She was passionate about trees and flowers, for example. So
she singlehandedly transformed some of the most blighted areas of
New York City with flowers that could bloom in winter. She
planted trees and flowers all over New York and here in the
nation's capital because she believed that natural beauty
inspired people to feel better about themselves and the world
around them.

In terms of medical research, she didn't just raise money or
give money. She really got involved. She used to say she would be
kicked out of a laboratory in five minutes because she knew
nothing about research. But she knew what researchers needed and
how to get it for them. So she went to Congress and lobbied and
lobbied and lobbied -- in the traditional sense. She applied her
powers of persuasion, her vision, her intelligence to causes she
believed in and causes that would make the world a better place.

4. Give a_summation of her gpecial contribution to American
health and quality of life

She probably did more as a single individual for American
medicine than anyone of her generation. First, she got people to
move beyond taboos and talk about illnesses like cancer and
mental illness in realistic ways. The public awareness campaign
she and her husband launched in the 1940s evolved into the
American Cancer Society. Her efforts on Capitol Hill and her work
as a fundraiser helped establish the National Institutes of
Health. And of course the Lasker Foundation that she and her
husband established has helped finance some of the most important
medical research of this century.

5. What words and concepts come to mind when vou ponder Mrs.
Lasker and the impact of the Lasker Awardg?

When I think of her, the word that most quickly comes to
mind is humanity. Everything she did, everything she was
embodied our highest ideals of humanity. :

I also think of vision. Intelligence. Energy. Compassion.
Courage. And finally, optimism, because she believed we can all
make a difference if we try. She believed we can make the world a
happier, healthier place.



When I think of the impact of the awards I think of
progress. Of depth and breadth, because the research has touched
so many areas. I think of service, because the awards are a form
of public service, and those being honored are performing public
service either in laboratories or as advocates for medical
research.

6. What loss do we have as a nation with her passing?

She was one-of-a-kind. I wish this weren't true, but there
are very few people in our world with as big a heart and as big a
spirit as she had. To that extent, she will always be a role
model for us, an inspiration to do more, to do better, to give in
new ways. So while we have lost her and that incredible charm and
vitality and commitment, we will always have her legacy and the
example of what it means to be a true humanitarian.

7. How ag Americang can we take up the standard she carried for
50 years?

It's important that, as individuals, we exhibit that same
sense of responsibility and concern for those around us. Mary
Lasker never retreated into herself. She never rested on her
laurels. She realized that no matter how comfortable her own
circumstances were, there was plenty of work to be done to
improve society. To her that meant eradicating the diseases that
affect all people. It meant beautifying outdoor spaces for
everyone to enjoy. It meant encouraging and enhancing the arts,
which enable Americans from all walks of life to share their
emotions and expressions in creative ways. It meant strengthening
educational institutions in ways that benefit all of society.

Our greatest tribute to her is to follow her example and
never give up the world's fight. To remember there is always work
to be done. And to remember that there is no blueprint for
contributing -- that we must find ways that fit in with who we
are as individuals and cur special vision of the future.
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September 24, 1994
PHONE IN INTERVIEW FOR MARY WOODARD LASKER VIDEO TRIBUTE

DATE: Monday, September 26
TIME: 230 pm

LOCATION: HRC's office

FROM: Liz Bowyer

L PURPOSE

To do a 20-minute interview for a video tribute to Mary Lasker.

n BACKGROUND

The Lasker Foundation is developing a 5-minute video tribute to Mary Lasker to be
shown at this year's Lasker Medical Research Awards Luncheon on September 30th.
The video will feature voice-overs of some of Mrs. Lasker's closest friends talking

about their personal recollections of Mrs. Lasker and her contributions to American

health care and medical research. The taped interviews will be edited and made into
shortened voice-overs for the video.

The Foundation has asked you, Eppie Lederer, Lady Bird Johnson, Dr. Jordan
Gutterman, who directs the Lasker Foundation Awards program; James Fordyce,

Mrs. Lasker's nephew; and Dr. Michael Debakey, who has chaired the Awards jury
for many years, to participate.

The Lasker Foundation would like the interviews to be as relaxed and unrehearsed as
possible. Sharon Powers, President of Brown and Powers Associates (the Lasker
Foundation's PR agency), will conduct your phone-in interview. She will ask you a
series of questions relating to the following subjects:

. The lessons Americans might learn from Mary Lasker's life and
accomplishments.

. The value in American society that the Lasker Awards have served.

. The ways that Mary Lasker was a role model of citizen activism in our
country. :

. A summation of her special contribution to American health and quality of
life.

. Words and concepts that come to mind when you ponder Mrs. Lasker and the
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impact of the Lasker Awards.
. The loss we as a nation have with her passing.
. Ways we as Americans can take up the standard she carried for 50 years.
IIL  PARTICIPANTS

HRC
Sandra Powers, President of Brown and Powers Associates, Inc.

IV. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

. 20-minute interview

V. PRESS

Closed press (open press at the Lasker Awards Luncheon)
VL REMARKS

20-minute interview.
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September 29, 1993
ADDRESS TO LASKER AWARDS LUNCHEON
DATE: October 1, 1993
LOCATION Pierre Hotel
TIME: 1:00 p.m.
FROM: Kim Tilley, Amanda Crumley
L PURPOSE

To give the keynote address at the 1993 Albert Lasker Medical Research Awards
Luncheon.

IL BACKGROUND
The Albert Lasker Medical Research Awards are presented annually by the Albert

and Mary Lasker Foundation to recognize outstanding achievement in the medical
research field. The awards were created by the President of the Lasker Foundation,

~ Mary Woodward Lasker, and are named in honor of her late husband. The awards

were created to inspire research against debilitating diseases such as cancer, heart,
and neurological diseases. The three awards are the Basic Medical Research Award,
the Clinical Medical Research Award, and the Albert Lasker Public Service Award.

A cash prize of $25,000 comes with each of the three awards, although the number of
recipients per award varies year to year. (If there is more than one recipient for a
particular award, the cash prize is divided.) This year there will be one recipient for
the Basic Medical Research, one for the Clinical Medical Research, and two for the
Public Service Award.

History

The Albert and Mary Lasker Foundation was established in 1942 in an effort to
heighten public awareness of the need for both basic and clinical research of major
diseases and the need for funding of such research.

The first recipient of the Albert Lasker Medical Research Award was Colonel William
C. Menninger in 1944 who was awarded for his contributions to the study of war
psychiatry. Since 1944, fifty recipients of the Albert Lasker Medical Research Award
have gone on to win the Nobel Prize. Past keynote speakers include Senator Tom
Harkin (1991), Speaker Thomas Foley (1987), and Governor Mario Cuomo (1985).

In 1990, Mrs. Lasker discontinued the awards because she felt the awards had run
their course. There was, however, such an overwhelming remonstrance from the
scientific community that the awards were quickly resumed. In 1992, the awards
ceremony was suspended once again upon the death of Her sister, Alice Fordyce, who
served as the director of the Lasker Medical Research Awards program, as well as
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executive vice president of the Albert and Mary Lasker Foundation. (Ms. Fordyce
traditionally presented the awards.) The award itself is a statuette replica of the
"Winged Victory of Samothrace”, currently located in the Louvre, which symbolizes
victory over disease. It is a statute of Nike, the Greek goddess of victory, whose role
was to bring news of great victory from the gods.

Mary Lasker

Mary Lasker has been the recipient of numerous awards including the Medal of
Freedom, which was presented to her by Lyndon Johnson in 1969, for her efforts in
health care awareness. Congress named the Mary Woodward Lasker Center for
Health Research and Education at the National Institutes of Health in her honor in
1984. Also, Mrs. Lasker has visited the White House any time there has been a
Democrat in office,

Although Mrs. Lasker feels that basic research into all diseases today is the key to
finding cures tomorrow, her abiding interest has primarily been basic cancer research.
In the early 1940's, words such as cancer and mental illness were not spoken of, and
most people suffering from these diseases were sent away to "homes for incurables.”
This infuriated Mary Lasker, thus prompting her quest to promote basic medical
research.

With the help of Reader's Digest, Mary and her husband launched a massive public
awareness and fund-raising campaign in the 1940's for a group that would later
become the American Cancer Society. Mrs. Lasker is now an honorary member of
the board and executive committee of the American Cancer Society.

Also in the 1940's, Albert and Mary Lasker's efforts lobbying Congress and the
Executive Branch paved the way for increased budgets for the National Cancer
Institute and the creation of new Institutes within the NIH. Ironically, Mrs. Lasker
lost her husband to colon cancer in 1952,

OIL PARTICIPANTS

Between 300-350 people are expected to attend. There will be an unofficial heavy
media presence. -

. Mary Lasker - NOTE: Mrs. Lasker is almost 94 years old and very frail. Iam
told she has trouble hearing and that this might make it difficult to have an
extended one on one conversation with her.

. Dr. Jordan Gutterman, Director, Albert Lasker Medical Research Awards
Program

. Dr. gI:/IIic:hael Debakey - Chairman of Awards Jury - As you know, Dr. DeBakey
— the "father of heart surgery — is a cardiovascular surgeon who pioneered
both aneurysm procedures the bypass surgery.

. Deeda Blair (Mrs. William McCormick Blair) - You may remember she has
been generous in her contributions to the White House (i.e. she donated the
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tablecloths that have been used at recent White House dinners.)

. Mr. & Mrs. Castro - attended the reception for White House restoration
donors.

. 25 previous Lasker Award winners will participate in the luncheon,

Award Recipients

Dr. Gunter Blobel - Albert Lasker Basic Medical Research Award

Dr. Donald Metcalf - Albert Lasker Clinical Medical Research Award
Dr. Nancy Wexler - Albert Lasker Public Service Award

The Honorable Paul Rogers - Albert Lasker Public Service Award

IV. PRESS PLAN

Open press.
V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

HRC arrives at Pierre Hotel and proceeds to reception;

Informal meet and greet/no remarks and photo-op on the ropelinedvith Dr. Etienne
Baulieu, inventor of RU-486;

Official photos with 4 awardees and Mrs. Mary Lasker;

Lunch and awards presentation;

Dr. Gutterman opens luncheon and introduces Dr. DeBakey;

Dr. DeBakey introduces those seated on dais;

Dr. Gutterman makes remarks;

Mrs. Lasker and Dr. DeBakey present awards and awardees speak;

HRC is intraduced by Dr. Gutterman;

HRC speaks 15-20 minutes;

Dr. DeBakey makes brief announcement and adjourns luncheon.

*

* % % & X % & » @

Seating
You will be seated between Mrs. Lasker and Dr. Jordan Gutterman. Dr. DeBakey
will also be seated on the dais. | .

Dr. Etienne Emile Baulieu

You will meet briefly with Dr. Etienne Emile Baulieu, who is the inventor of Ru-486.
Dr. Baulieu received a Lasker Clinical Medical Research Award in 1989. The French-
born Dr. Baulieu was educated at Columbia University. He is very close to the
Socialist government of France and is a renowned figure in public health in France.
He has met several times with Ambassador Pamela Harriman

IV. REMARKS

Lissa Muscatine.
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Copyright 1994 The New York Times Company
The New York Times

February 23, 1994, Wednesday, Late Edition - Final
SECTION: Section A; Page 17; Column 1; Metropolitan Desk
LENGTH: 1401 words

HEADLINE: Mary W I.asker, Philanthropist For Medlcal Research, Dies at 93
BYLINE: By ERIC PACE
BODY:

Mary Woodard Lasker, the philanthropist and champion of medical research and
urban beautification, died on Monday at her home in Greenwich, Conn. She was 93
years old and also had an apartment on the East Side of Manhattan.

The cause was heart failure, said her nephew, James W. Fordyce. She made her last |
public appearance at a luncheon at the Pierre Hotel in October. o

As a patron and volunteer lobbyist, Mrs. Lasker furthered medical researchon
cancer,heartandeyedmeasesandmo&erﬁelds She also lent her supportto |
beautification projects in New York and Washington that included planting trees and

flowers and providing fountains and lighting. And she was a noted hostess and art
collector.

In her later yeats she reduced her activities, but 2t her death she was still president
of the Albert and Mary Lasker Foundation, honorary president of the American

CamerSoaetyandatusteemdwoedmmanofﬂ\eUmtedCewbrdesyRmeanh
and Educatmn Foum'lahon. .

In a 1958 speech, Robert Moses, then the Parks Comnussmner, said Mrs. Lasker
possessed "the irresistible combination Madison Avenue dreams of — the blend of
many essences in the beautiful package.”

"Intelligence, vision, generosity, charm, kindness ~ Mary has them all," Moses
continued.

Co-Founded Lasker Awards

Mrs. Lasker and her husband Albert Davis Lasker, a pioneer advertisingexecutive
who died in 1952, established the Lasker Foundation in 1942. In almost every year
since 1944, it has given Albert Lasker Awards, largely for outstanding contributions
to clinical and basic medical research.
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The foundation has often been quick to recognize significant new research, and its
awards have great prestige. Besides supporting medical research and health

programs, it has also given ll'sbad(lng to efforts to beautify New York and to
activities in the arts.

Over the years, Mrs. Lasker also served variously as chairman of the board of the
American Cancer Sodiety, a trustee of Research to Prevent Blindness and of the
Cancer Research Institute and a director of the National Committee for Mental
Hygiene. She was also active in other similar organizations. .

"I am oppased to heart attacks and cancer and strokes," she used to say, "the way I
am-opposed to sin."

. In addition, Mrs. Lasker strove to persuade Federal, state and city officials and
legislators to provide more funds for medical research on major killing and crippling
diseases. She worked to persuade Congress to increase appropriations for the

National Institutes of Health and to set up additional research centers ccmcentrahng
on ic diseases. )

"Without money," she said in 1985, "nothing gets done." To make sure things got
done, she used to visit the White House (during Democratic Administrations, she
added wryly). She also paid calls on Washington legislators, corresponded with
Presidents and arranged for scientists to meet Govemment leaders.

'I Couldn't Ciit Up a Frog'

Despite her successes in furthering medical research, Mrs. Lasker used tocontend
that she lacked scientific and medical aptitude. "Nobody would have me in their
laboratory for five minutes," she once said, also with a smile. "I couldn't cut up a

frog, and I certainly couldn't perform surgery. I'm better at making it possible for
oﬂxer people.”
Her passionate interest in medane was fueled partly by illnesses of people around

her and by her own health; she repeatedly had ear infections during her Wisconsin
childhood. .

Laskers Lead to Nobels

Over the years, the Lasker Foundation helped shape medical history byrecognizing
and supporting promising research, and it has repeatedly singled out future winners
of the Nobel Prize in Medicine. Fifty-one Lasker winners have become Nobel
laureates.

For instance, the foundation's prize jury, whose longtime chairman is the heart
surgeon Dr. Michael E. DeBakey, chose two winners of 1985 Albert Lasker Medical




09/25/94 21:57 sy doos

Research and Public Service awards — Dr. Michael S. Brown and Dr. Joseph L.
Goldstein of the University of Texas, for their studies of cholesterol chemistry in

relation to the clogging of coronary arteries. They were also named Nobel Prize
laureates that year.

Commentmg on Mrs. Lasker's efforts, Dr. DeBakey said in a 1985 interview: *
Lasker is an institution unto herself. Asking what her importance has been is like
asking what Harvard has meant to this country.”

Throughout their history, Lasker awards have been given in every year except
1960, 1990 and 1992. In early 1990, when it was announced that no awards would be
given that year, the foundation had assets of about . $2.4 million, down from about:.
$4.5 million in 1980, but an executive of the foundation said that omitting the awards,
of $15,000 each, in that year "wasn't really a financial demsmn." Since then, the .
awards have been increased to $25,000 each.

'Annie Appleseed'

] L:ke her passion for medical research, Mrs. Lasker's interest in andpatronage of
urban beautification was long standing. In a 1953 column in The

New York Times, Meyer Berger referred to her afft‘actionataly as "Annie Appleseed.f__.’

Her beautification activities included furnishing funds for tuhps, daffodils, N
begonias, chrysanthemums and other flowers at various locations in New York. Her
other urban beautification projects ranged from lighted Christinas trees to 300
Japanese cherry trees donated to the United Nations.

_ Mrs. Lasker mredhermterestmparksandgardem;dunnglw_rgﬂhoodin
Watertown, Wis,, where she was born to Frank Flwin Woodard; a banker, and Sara
Johnson Woodard, who was a founder of two parks there.

She graduated cum laude from Radcliffe College in 1923 and studied briefly at
Oxford. Then she went to work for the Reinhardt Galleries, in Manhattan, where her
duties were, as she later put it, "arranging benefit loan exhibitions of outstanding old
and modern French masters and selling pictures to collectors and museums."

An Art Collector

She also went on buying trips abroad and began building an art collection ofher
own, which included works by Miro and Renoir. She sold most of the collection years
later when she changed Manhattan homes, partly, as she said, "because I wanted to
be able to give away the money."
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In 1940, after leaving the art-gallery world, she married Mr. Lasker, who had
achieved wealth and eminence as an advertising executive, having joined the Lord &
Thomas advertising agency in 1898 and become its owner in 1908.

Two years later, he retired from active business and the Lasker Foundation was set
up. In addition, drawing on his own experience in public affairs, he encouraged Mrs.
Lasker to press Washington to provide more funds for research in medicine. In the
decades that followed, her efforts in that direction bore many fruits.

One notable success was the National Institutes of Healtl"t in Bethesda, Md. "The -
N.LH. has flowered,” Dr. DeBakey recalled in the 1985 interview, "because in many
ways she gave birth to it and nursed it It was in existence, but it was she who got.

the funding for it."

Over the years, Mrs. Lasker also served on the boards of trustees or directors of a
rumber of organizations and institutions, including the John F. Kennedy Center for
the Performing Arts, the Museum of Modern Art, the Norton Simon Museum, New
York University and Braniff Airways. -

Won Presidential Medal

She was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1969, a CongressionalGold
Medal in 1989, and other honors. A Health Sciences professorship at the Harvard

SchoolofPubthealﬂlwaanmedforherleSQ andanewvanetyofpmkmhp N
was named for her in 1985. -

Mrs. Lasker's ﬁrstmarnage, in 1926 to Paul Reinhardt, the owner of the Remhardt
Galleries, ended in divorce in 1934,

Her sister, Alice Fordyce, was the executive vice president of the foundation and
duectorofﬂm[askerAwardsprogramShedledmlm

In addition to her nephew, Mr. Fordyce of Greenmch who is a trustee of the
foundation, Mrs. Lasker is survived by a stepdaughter, Frances Lasker Brody of Los
Angeles; a stepson, Edward Lasker of Los Angeles; three great—nephews, five
step-grandchildren, one of whom, Christopher W. Brody of Manhattan, is also a
trustee of the foundahon, and two step great-grandchildren.

Funeral rites and burial are to be private. A memorial service is to be held in the -
spring.

GRAPHIC: Photo: Mary Lasker with the heart surgeon Dr. Michael E. DeBakey in
1982 (Neal Boenzi/The New York Times)
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_ FIRST LADY EILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
KEYNOTE ADDRESS AT THE 1993 ALBERT LASKER AWARDS LUNCEECN
OCTOBER 1, 1993
NEW YOREK CITY

Thank you, Mrs. Lasker, Dr. Gutterman, Dr. DeBakey, and all
of the distinguished guests gathered here for this wonderful
oc¢casion today.

I'd like to begin by offering congratulations to the winners
of the Albert Lasker Awards. Dr. Blobel, Dr. Metcalf, Dr. Wexler,
Congressman Rogers, you join a truly remarkable group of men and
women who have helped put health care at the top ¢of our natiomal
agenda.

Men and women who have enlightened us about the need to find
cures and treatments for disease. Men and women who have helped
better our health care system through public awareness and
important legislation. Men and women who have been responsible
for some of this century's most important breakthroughs in
medical research: the discovery of penicillin ag a cure for
syphilig. New revelations about the structure of the DNA
molecule. The development of RU-486. Advances in our
understanding of the nature of the gene. And that's just to name
a few.

Ag for the statuettes you received bearing the Greek goddess

of victory, I'm glad to see that -- at least once in awhile --
Nike is immortalized as more than just a swoosh on an athletic
shoe.

For me, a medical lay person and non-scientist, it is truly
a privilege to be here and to participate in an event that has
Albert and Mary Lasker's name attached to it. Over five decades,
the Lasker name has come to embody the American ideal of good
citizenship.

Vision. Intelligence. Humanity. Selflessness. These are
Mary Lasker's gifts -- and fortunately for our nation, she never
has ceased to share them with us.

Eleanor Roosevelt once said: "The future belongs to those
who believe in the beauty of their dreams." Mrs. Roosevelt could
have been talking about Albert and Mary Lasker, and Mrs. Lasker's
late sister, Alice Fordyce.

We have the Laskers to thank for tulips and daffodils om
Park Avenue and around this city, for azaleas and dogwoods that
brighten the nation's capital, and for immeasurable contributions
to education and the arts.
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And of course, without Mary Lasgsker's energy and wisdom, our
country would not lead the world today in medical -- and
particularly cancer -- research.

In the past few months we have bequn a great national
discussgion about the direction of health care in this country. It
is a discussion that has involved thousands and thousands of
ordinary citizens. Thousands of health care professionals.
Thousands of scientists and researchers. Thousands of legislators
in our states and in Congress.

For me, working on health care reform has been an
extraordinary opportunity to listen to all these voices, to hear
stories from people of all walks of life who know best how our
system does and doesn't work.

When the President outlined hig goal for health care reform
some months age, he was committed to a simple principle: to
preserve and strengthen what is right, and to fix what is wrong.

While we may bring different perspectives to health care
reform, I'm confident we can agree -- in general -- on what is
right and what is wrong with the system today. And I think we can
agree that changes must be made.

I think we can agree that every American must have
comprehensive health benefits. I think we can agree that we need
to control costs. That we need to ensure high quality care and
reduce bureaucratic red tape. That we need to preserve individual
choice 0of doctors and health care providers. And that we need to
demand more responsibility from individuals and institutions
affiliated with the health care system.

Security, simplicity, choice, savings, quality and
responsibility. These are overriding principles that must be the
backbone of any reform. Principles that must remain sacred as the
discussion moves to the halls of Congress in the months ahead.

First, as an economic and a moral imperative, we must
provide comprehensive health care benefits to every citizen --
benefits that can never be taken away. Without health security
for every American, ne American will be fully secure.

Second, we must simplify the system and get rid of the
paperwork and forms that drown our health care professionals and
discourage them from doing what they do besgt. And we must
untangle the web of regulations that complicate not only the
delivery of care in doctor's offices and hospitals -- but also
the efforts of researchers and research institutions that are
working toward cures and bEreatments we need.

Third, we must insist that Americans be allowed to choose
their doctors and other health providers. Thig is one of the most
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enduring traditions of American health care, and it cannot be
sacrificed.

Fourth, we must control costs and put an end to the penny-
wise, pound-foolish incentives that now rule our system.
Something is wrong when you can't get covered for a mammogram but
you can get covered for a mastectomy. Something is wrong when you
can't get covered for a cholesterol screening but you can get
reimbursed for an $80,000 bypass operation.

Something is wrong when we spend 14 percent of our national
income on health care -- fueling our deficit year after year --
and our major industrial competitors are spending 8 or 9 percent
and providing the same or better benefits to their citizens.

Fifth, we must protect -- and enhance -- the high quality of
care that Americans have come to know. Reform will be meaningless
if quality is not preserved.

Sixth, we must change our attitude about health care.
Everyone must be responsible. Everyone must participate. Everyone
must contribute something. No one should get a free ride.

The reason the President insists on these core principles is
that, without them, the weaknesses of our system will continue to
undermine its strengths.

And we cannot afford to jeopardize the things that are right
with American health care -- things we have worked hard to build.

You, for example, represent what's right.

We know that medical research and high-quality health care
go hand-in-hand. Your work instills yvour fellow citizens with
optimism about the progress we can make in beating disease. It
also reinforces a philosophy of preventive care that needs to be
encouraged throughout this country.

We know the best way to control costs and ensure a healthier
nation is to keep pecple free of disease. But we can't do that
without emphasizing preventive medicine and without finding cures
for diseases that now exact enormous economic and social tolls on
our society.

I don't know much about science, certainly not encugh to
know the difference between opiate receptors and enkephalins [in-
kef-uh-lins] . But one doesn't need to be a doctor nor a scientist
to recognize the vital role of research in the race to find cures
and treatments for disease.

Just in the past few years, researchers have made
considerable strides in using monocleonal antibodies to help in
the detection of colorectal and ovarian cancer, in discovering

Qo12
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likely genetic links to Lou Gehrig's disease, and in developing
promising drug therapies to treat Alzheimer's and schizophrenia.

And that doesn't count Dr. Gutterman's work over the years
in developing new therapies to treat cancer, or Dr. DeBakey's
historic work on bypass surgery, or Dr. Blobel's pioneering
research on protein production in cells, or Dr. Metcalf's
discovery of CSFs [colony stimulating factors, specific white
cell requlatory hormones] -- all of which ultimately contribute
to shorter hospital stays, simpler treatments, and more
productive lives for our citizens.

Health care reform must promote these efforts and the
efforts of researchers and scientists across the country. We must
continue our commitment to furthering medical science, developing
new medications and technology, and thinking of new ways to
improve the structure and delivery of health services.

The President's plan reflects the important role that
research must play in our health care system in the years ahead.
We believe that expanded investments in health research and
greater support of academic health centers are critical to
controlling costs, ensuring quality, and promoting a philosophy
of prevention and wellness -- central goals of health care
reform.

With reform, new funding will be available for prevention
research and health services research.

The National Institutes of Health will expand research into
a variety of areas:

* Chronic and recurrent illnesses such as Alzheimer's,
cancer, cardiovascular diseases, and bone and joint diseases like
osteoporosis that kill millions of Americans each year, inflict
suffering on millions of others, and cost billions of dollars in
treatment, hospital stays and lost productivity.

* Child health, including perinatal health, birth defects
and cognitive development.

* Reproductive health, including sexually transmitted
diseases, adolescent pregnancy and pregnancy-related
complications.

*+ Mental health and substance abuse

* Infectious diseases, focusing on vaccine development and
research, particularly for new and emerging dizeases such as
AIDS.

* Health and wellness promotion.

@o13
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At the same time, the President's plan will promote research
gervices that will help answer important questions about. the
effectiveness of treatments and patient outcomes. This will be
useful to doctors and hospitals -- as well as academic health
centers and research institutions training future doctors and
scientists.

Our research institutions are centers of excellence whose
integrity and importance are reflected in the President's plam.
Health care reform will help academic health centers defray the
institutional costs of research, development of new technology
and treatment of rare and severe illnesses.

and while it is important that academic health centers
prepare more students for careers as primary care physicians,
they must not be discouraged from continuing to train the
researchers and scientists of tomorrow.

Digease is a frightening and expensive enemy. Yet through
the work of pecple like those honored here today, we are reminded
of how much progress can be made in combatting illnesses that we
never even knew existed decades ago.

In the coming months, our nation will take on another
frightening and expensive adversary -- a health care system that
has raged out of control for several decades.

For too long, we have allowed the ills of our system to
inject unnecessary fear in the lives of millions of Americans .
to eat away at our nation's social fabrie . . . to reduce our
productivity . . . to drain our federal and state budgets .
and to threaten our economic and political standing in the world.

Now is our time, our chance t¢o enhance the health of
individual Americans and protect the health of our nation. If we

can find a vaccine for polio . . . if we can discover the
structure of the DNA molecule . . . if we can begin to understand
the nature of the gene . . . surely we can fix a health care

system that is broken.

I hope that in the months ahead, you will share with us the
same sense of purpose, the same commitment to-bettering humanity
that you show in your labs and classrooms and research centers
every day. If we all join together, I'm confident our nation can
finally achieve, lasting health care reform that is long overdue.

Thank you very much.
HH##
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Pressg Secretary

For Immediate Release October 1,.1993

REMARKS BY THE FIRST LADY
AT LASKER AWARDS, NEW YORK, NEW YORK

‘MRS . CLINTON: Thank yoﬁ. Thank you very muchf M
(1naud1b1e) for that extraordinary intreduction. There are

" few -eomparisons that do me more honor than to be compared.to -

Mrs. Lasker,.in any way at all. I don’t consider myself -
worthy of that, but it is a standard to which all of us
should aspire, and I‘'m very appreclatlve..

-This is an. extraordlnary gathering. T know that,

" because the very first time I heard about the Lasker lunch

was from my friend, Eppie Lederer, who told me that it was
the most wonderful gathering that she had ever had anything
to do w1th and ‘she would never migs it.

5 n‘-‘;a".'-_ LU

when the invitation came for me to be part of this,,.
I 1mmed1ately thought of what Eppie had told me once before,
and said yes. I thought at the time that we might need-te iy,
publlClze health care reform. (Laughter ) '

I. think,. very (inaudlble), this is 1like parsley on
the plate at dinner. It‘’s not necessary, but it still is a
nice thing to do. So for me particularly, it is an honor to
be here.' ‘ : - : . . v

I would like to begin by offering my ST
congratulations to the winners of the Albert LasKer awards -
to Dr. Vogle (phonetic) and Dr. Metcalf (phonetic), whose
work has moved us forward into that future that we all look
forward to being part of, where disease and its ravages are
pushed back even further, to Congressman Rogers, who has been
a consistent voice for health care reform and who has been
part of the meetings that I have held over the last many
months; and to Dr. Wexler (phonetic), whose personal
commitment is matched by her. professional accomplishments.

These winners join the remarkable group of men and
women who have over the decades put health care at the top of
our natienal agenda, men and women whose work has found cures
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for disease, who have aided the kind of breakthroughs that
we‘ve only been able to dream about in the past but now take
for granted, men and women who have helped better our health.
care system through public awareness and through important -
legislation.

It is very exclting for me tg be a part of what all
of you represent. This is a time when the past and the
present in medical research join together to point us to a-
new future, and it is one that I think all of us have a
respon51h111ty and an obligatlon to help shape,

. For me as.a lay’ person ‘and non—scientist, it is 0T
always a little daunting to read about the: accomplishments of
those of you who are making breakthroughs, but it is also .
very encouraging that you are all here and your work is h31ng

supported by a woman who represents the ideal of American.

citizenship, to me -- a woman whose vision and intelligence,
humanlty, selflessness, have really been glfts to the entlre
nation. : . . .

-u-'

+ Mary Lasker has-brought to medlcal research and
; health awareness a rare combination of gifts. But what I.
. partlcularly appreciate is not only her w1llingness to. share
'those gifts with us but to recdgnize that it is only through
persistence -- whether it be 25 years, Dr. Metcalf or, more.
than half a century in Mrs. Lasker’s caee, that real change L
- comes about and takes root. i -. oL ) -AF~HY@% IR R

Eleanor Roosevelt once said. that the future belongs
to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams. She °
could have been talking about Mary Lasker and about Mrs.
Lasker’s late sister, Alice Fordyce (phonetic), whose famlly
15 here today. : : TeivReTs

: B But you know, I also want to thank Mrs. Lasker“for o
+ the tulips and daffodils on Park Avenue, and around this /0 0"
city; I want to thank her for the azaleas and the dogwoods.
that brighten the nation’s capital; and, I just learned firom
James Fordyce, I want to thank her for the rose garden at . ..
Modlin (phonetic) College at Oxford, because she had . SR
- understood better than most of us ever do that the work that
takes place in our laboratories, the kind of painstaking
cllnxcal research that we honor today, the work that takes
place in the halls of Congress, are all deveoted to enhancing
life, to beautifying it around us, to insplrlng all of us to
live up to our God—-given potentials. .

So she brings, indeed, rare gifts that I hope will
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inspire us, as we go through, in the next few months, this
great national discussion about the direction of health care
in our country. It is a discussion that needs to involve all
of us: scientists in laboratories; great doctors, like Dr,
De Bakey; citizens, business leaders, all of us. We all need
to be part of charting our nation’s destiny when it comes to
our health care systen.

The President. has set goals, and they are goals
that I think finally all of us can agree on, even if we do
not agree on all the particulars as to how to achieve then.
they are premised on a very simple conviction: that we have
the finest-quality medical system in the world, but it is not

. _ﬂ”_“axallable to us, and that what we must Qo is to praserve what
is right about our system and to fix what is wrong. ;

If we agree that we are starting from a'position of
strength that we wish to make stronger, if we agree that what
. we need to be guided by are the six principles of security,
e and gquality and choice and simplicity and savings and
responsibility, then I agree with the President that we can
work out the-details along the way. We have to assure every
American comprehensive health benefits. That has to be the
end result of whatever legislation is passed and signed 1nto
law. We cannot compromlse on that. RS
In fact, earlier, Dr. Wexler pointed out to me
something that just stunned me in its brilliance and its.- |
sweep. She said that, because of the work currently being
done on the human gene project, it is likely in the next
years every one of us will have a pre=existing condition and
be uninsurable. I want you to think about that. That is a
stunning and, as I said, .brilliant revelation.

Dr. Wexler is uninsurable, should she move from her
current clinical and professorial position, because of ‘a pre-
existing condition rooted in a dgene. What will happen as we
-- as we will -- discover those genes that control for breast
cancer or prostate cancer or osteoporosis or any of the other
thousands of conditions that affect us as human beings?
Under our current system, more and more of us will be left
cut of the health care insurance market.

That, if nothing else, should make all of us
willing to go to the end of the road together, to make sure
every American has the basic right to health securlty.
Either that, or you better slow down the genetic research
that you’re d01ng so that we don’t get left out in the cold
in the current insurance market. (Laughter.)



09/25/94

22:03 = dois

I don’t think that will happen. I think we will
resolve that every one of us should be secure. We will also
resolve that we must have a system that simplifies the
financing and paperwork attendant upon delivering health
care, which drowns our professionals and discourages thenm
from doing what they have been trained to do, which wraps the
delivery of health care in a web of regulations and
complications that have no place in the doctor-patient
relationship.

We know we can do better and we have seen examples

of how we can move toward electronic billing, toward a single-

‘form, toward eliminating a lot of the unnecessary cost that

just drives the health care system to become more and more
loaded down with bureaucracy and administration.

Thirdly, we do have to insist that we retain choice
in this system so that individuals will feel that they have
some -control over their health care destiny. If we do :
nothing, the choices that are currently available will
continue to narrow. More and more choices as to who your
providers are and what treatments you are entitled to will be
determined by bottom~line cost as to how much insurance is
¢osting a business and insurance companies will more and more
determine who you can sée and how much you will have to. pay.

~ We also have to get savings from our system. This
is an area that is certainly one of the most challenging.and,
in some respects, controversial, in the President’s proposal.

But as I look around this room and I see what we

have accomplished through the work of many of you who run
some of our major teaching hospitals or cancer centers, who
have been part of breakthrough drugs coming into the market
and making it cheaper and better for people to get treatment,
when I look at how care is delivered more efficiently at high
quality in some parts of our . country because of the way

doctors and hospitals are organized, I know we can do this..”J

It will mean changing some of the ways in which.
things have been done before, but it is just defying commen
sense for us not to commit ourselves to getting the kind of
efficiencies in cur system we know are there, which will not
undermine guality but, instead, enhance it.

I have said several times over the past three days,
we have too many examples of what we know works and what ve
know can be done to deliver highegquality care. What we don’t
have are incentives in our current system that will motivate
people to choose those alternatives over just doing it the
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way we have done it -- a piecework approach to reimbursing
physicians and others. That can no longer be sustained
financially or in respect. to the human cost that it
unfortunately creates.

Something is wrong when we spend 14 percent of our
national income on health care when our major competitors and
other nations around the world, from Australia to Canada to
Germany to Japan, take care of all of their citizens, have
higher outcomes on all kinds of national indices of public
health, and spend only 8 or 9 percent of their national
income. We know that we can do better than we are doing.

As you know in this room, if we do everything and
do not protect and enhance quality, we will not have moved
forward. Therefore, it will be meaningless, if quality is

__ __..—not preserved. We are working very closely with the academic.
health centers of this country, some of whom are represented
in this room, to make sure that they become the gquality
foundation of what we are attempting to do in health care
reform. I am very grateful to the deans of a number of our
leading medical schoels and to the heads of a number of our
national cancer centers for being part of our efforts to .
ensure and, in fact, enhance the roles that they will play in
the future. '

Finally, we do have to change our attitudes ahout L
health care. We need to instill more of a sense of A
responsibility at all levels -- at the individual level where
we be come more responsible for our own health; at the
community and public health level where we take on the
plagues of violence, teenage pregnancy, AIDS, drug abuse,
that drive our costs up at both horrific human and economic
tolls. Everyone has to contribute. Everyone has to take
responsibility. .

These core principles will guide us to a "
strengthened health care system without undermining what is
right within it. We know that medical research and high-
gquality health care go hand-in-hand. Your work raepresents
that kind of partnership. It reinforces the optimism and
hopefulness that Dr. Gutterman (phonetic) referred to. It
also reinforces a philosophy of preventive care, of trying to
cure, not merely treat.

We know that without emphasizing medical research,
we cannot have a health care system that will give us the
kind of health care we want to have as a nation. So to that-
end, we are going to be strengthening our commitment as a
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nation to health care research. We are going to be asking
for more funding and we’re going to be looking for a firmer
funding foundation, a stream of funding, that will match the
kind of personal commitment that Mrs. Lasker has made over
all of these years. (Applause.)

Now, we are doing that because we believe that
expanded investments in health research and greater support
of academic health centers are critical to not only ensuring
gquality but controlling costs and promoting a philosophy of
prevention and wellness, With reform, new funding will be
available for prevention research and health services . .. .. .
research- . )

. The National Institutes of Health will be asked to
expand research into a variety of areas:  common and :
recurrent illnesses, such as Alzheimer’s, cancer,
cardiovascular diseases, and bone and JOlnt diseases like -
osteoporosis, that kill millions of Americans each year,.

inflict sufferlng on millions of others, and cost billions of
dollars in treatment, hospltal stays, and lost productivity;
children‘s health, including perinatal health, birth defects,
and. cognitive development; reproductive health including -

. sexually-transmitted diseases, adolescent pregnancy, and. .. ..". .

pregnancy~related compllcat10n5° mental health and substance
abuse. . T

' -=. S e
- N
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o .I want to say just -an additional word about those -
two. In the comprehensive benefits package that the
President’s plan will propose, we include mental health
- benefits and. substance abuse treatment, not to the extent
that we would have liked but to the extent that we feel we
can afford in order to have it flrmly rooted in our health

care system. . _ O

: I WOuld predict that among the many struggles we
will have one will be over whether we will retain mental
health benefits and substance abuse treatment. I hope those
of you whose research or work has touched in either of these
arcas will stand with us for the very: firm belief that, ...
without treating mental health, without treating sub&tance
abuse, we are not going to have true health care reform.
Those are diseases and those are conditions that undermine .
physical health in ways that we must address now, and we will
need your support (inaudible) -~ (Applause.)

We will also focus more attention and resources on
infectious diseases, focusing on vaccine development and
research, particularly for new and emergent diseases and
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variations on diseases, such as AIDS and any variation that.
is on the horizon. We alsoc want to focus on health and
wellness promotion, and then, hand-in-hand with the human
gene project, genetic diseases.

At the same time, the President’s plan will promote
research services that will help answer important questions
about the effectiveness of treatment and patient outcomes. .
This will be very useful to doctors and hospitals as well as
academic health centers and research institutions trainlng
future doctors and scientists.

As I have said repeatedly over the last three days,
we know that different operations cost different amounts of
money in different regions of the same state and in different
regions of our country, without differences in quality '
outcome. We have to begin focusing more research on these
kinds of differentials and publicizing that information amony
the medical and research communltles.

"As I have 901nted out the state of Pennsylvania
has Kept records about cardiac bypass surgery, among other
operations. Hospltals charge between $21,000 and $84,000: .for
the same opéeration. There has been no recorded difference: in
‘gquality outcome. 1In fact, with respect to mortallty,‘tﬁEF R
operations that cost closer to $21,000 are as good or better
than some of those performed in hospitals that charge cl ser

to $84 000. . ) L o o . P 'T':'..P.::‘ii‘_«':f-"-.- N

LI "o,
v e e 4;.!'.’-" e

If there are ways we can begin to change practlce
styles and declslonnmaking among physicians so that the’
information that we will have available can be better
utilized, I would argue we will be enhancing quality. We can
afford in .our country to provide more cardiac bypass:surgery .
at high quality if the cost is closer to $21,000 than we:can -
if it is closer to $84,000. But that lnfnrmatlon has to'be o
well researched, well pub11c12ed and then 1mp1emented.u ;

e T

As we move forward, we want particularly teo
empha51ze the roll that the acadamlc health center will play
in getting that kind of guality infoimation out into clinical
practice. And, if the academic health centers serve as vhat
we are calling the quality foundation for health care reform,
we will not need to be reinventing the wheel or creating any
new bureaucracy but, for the first tiime, better coordinatxng

the information we have available and better disseminating it
so it can be acted upon.. .

This will be an extraordinary challenge in the next
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months for all of us because we will be taking on an issue
that has defied resolution over many years. It is one about
which all of us have strong feelings based on personal and/or
professional experience.

But for too long we have refused to deal with what
every one of us in this room knows are the problems in our
health care system. We have allowed the ills of ocur system
to inject unnecessary fear in the lives of millions of =
americans, to eat away at our nation’s social fabrie, to
reduce our productivity, to drain our federal and state
budgets, to undermine physician and scientific 1ndependence R
and autonomy in decision-making, and to threaten our economlc <
and political standing in the world. -

Now is our tlme ~— our time to enhance the health
of individuals Americans and protect the lntegrlty of our
entire health care system. .If we can find a vaccine for-
polio, if we can discover the structure of DNA, if we can
begin to understand the nature of the gene, surely we. can .
make the political decisions necessary to £ix and treat a
health .care system badly in need of it. I hope that you will
share with us the same sense of purpose, the same commitment

. to bettering humanity that we have shown in labs and
classrooms and operatlng rooms and research centers every ay
over many years.

4

. # X am absolutely confident ‘we can meet thie
challenge if all of us decide we are up to it, work together,
and have the kind of hope and faith in the future that .- .
motivated Mary Lasker. When nobody was paying attention to .
her, when nobody would listen to her, she never gave up, and
we can’t elther That is the trlbute she deserves from us.

Thank yau all Very much. (Applause )

£k ok ok ok . : e
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studies at Oxford University, England.
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flowu:a, shrubs and trees by the City and ptivato'
1ndivtduala. ‘

R e h e —— e s R a1 e

Throuqh the Society for a Hote Beautiful Nnttonal
Capital, Mrs. Lasker uontributad .numerous pl#ntinqs.

-Hora=-
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Mary Woodard lLasker: A Brief Biograph

including 10,000 azalea bushes along Penne

900 flowering trees on Hains Point, 2, 500 egwood treea in

Lady Bird Johnson Park, and more than 1,21

bulbe for Reck Creek Park, 1n Lady Bird Jo nson Park and
. Potomac Parkway,.and a jet fountain at tha tip of Hains Pointr.

FL

Mrs. Lasker haa a distinguished colle tion of artwork. -

Aincluding watercolors and drawings hy Piea eo, Matisse,'Jﬁ:

Chagall Duﬁy, Dali, Utrillo, Gottlieh. 5”

'Okada. Jenkins,_Stamoa. and pieces of aarl.

naulpture.

MARY LAthR AWRRDED couensss:ouﬁn GOLD MEDAL
. Ih April 1969 President Bunh present d to Mrs.
"J".:'jon behelf of the Congress, a special CQnng

Medal for her humanitarian eontributions ir the areas ofr

}_-c .g

medical research and education, urbnn beautif;cat;on,‘and_'

the fine arte.."

MAR! WOODARD‘LASRER PROFEESCRSHIP

!he Mery woodard Lasker Profeasorship

was establiahed at the Harvard‘School of

| dlacovery nf new knowleﬁge to promote heal

Mrs., Lasker helds honorary degrees £r
Elnstein College cf Med;c;ne nf Yesh:va Un

~of 'Wisconsin, Bard College, Univarsity of

N Y

AWARDS AND HONORARY DEGRE

.

AXIAR - P

1vania Avenue,

,000 daffodil

?rencia, Methieu

Greek and Roman.

rsaional Goldf

by 8T AL
cLv n‘_ -

the Albart

araity, Univeraity

uthern California,.
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Women's Medical College of Panhsylﬁania, Npw York University,

New York Medical COllegEl Jaffafsoh CollaqL of Philadelphia,

Columbia University and the University of

~allifornia at

Berkeley. Radcllffe has given her its highest honor, the

Radcliffe Achlevement Award, In 1987 she

raceived a DogLor

of Humanlties Degree from Harvard' Univeraiby.

- Mrs. Lasker is a member pf the French| Legion of Honor

and has received the Cross of the Officer

Honor.. She is also listed in "Whe's Who."

She is the recipient of:

Pf the Legion of,

" The John H. Finley Medal from City College of New York;

The Gold Heart Award of the American

Heart Association)

Mayor Wagner's Award for Distinguishe% and épécial.

'~ sarvice to the City. of New York:

The Weizmann Award Of the American COhmittee for ‘the

Weizmann Institute of 5cienca!

The Heart of Goild Citation of the New York Heart Associatlon:

The Municipal Art SOciety Award:

The Edward R. Loveland Memorial Award| of the American _

College of Phy5101an8l

Tha ‘Medallion Award of the Foundation fbr:Resenrcﬁ on the
50th Anniversary of the Osteopathic Society of the City of

New York (1960):
The 1966 Arthritis Foundation Awardl

The 1966 Annual Special Award of tha
of' New York;

Tha L966 New York State Awerd or the

cf the Arts)

ﬁorticultural Society

flew York State Council

Thae 1967 Gold Heart Awardicf the Inté;national Cardioldéy

Foundation;

-mora-
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Tha 1968 Distinguighed Service Award
College of Cardiology:

Thea
Rasaarch

Sidney Farber Gold Medal of tho C
Foundation (1969):

Tha
Amprican
- -—Tha_1973 Ladies Home' Journial* Women of

Awdrd from Memorial Hospital (1973))

Ai:R7 ’ P.IX

»f the Amarican

hildran's Cancer

"Founders Award" and tha Alfred Sloan Award ffcm the
Cancer Society's New ‘York City Divisign (1971):

tha Yeax Award;

The 1973 Albert Gallatin Associatea Arard (New York

Univarsityia
Tha 1974 James Ewing SQciety B Cancer
Lifaline Agard of the American Health
The 1976 United'Cerebril éalsy Humand

Aw_a r&r
Foundatiocn (1974);.

rayian Award:;

Tha Cancer Research Institute B Nilli

B. cooley Award (1977);

Tha 1977 Werld Rehabilitaticn Fund Aw rd,

' The National Heart, Lung & Blobd Institute Advisory .
Council'u First Distinguighed Service Award (197R8): EA

The 1980 Iubart Humphrey Awnrd frem I?stan University

school of Medicine;

The 1980 nistznguished Public Sexvice
American Academy of Opthalmolon; )

The 1982 Loxd & Taylor Rose Award;

The first Nathan 5. Kline :Medal of Mes:
Xline Institute for Psychiatric Research (1

. The Cantral Park CQnserVancy s Froder
Award (1984);

The American Tentative Sodiety's Ronni

Award froem the

~1t7£rom the Natchan §.
983);

lck Law Olmsted.

-] Taylor Award (1985):

The 1985 “Flame of Hope" Award from t%ﬁ Terri Gotthelf

Lupus Research Inecitute)

The 1905 Edwin C. Whitehaad Award of {pe National Canter

for Health Education:

“more-
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The 1985 "Woman of Distinection” Amarh from Birmingham

Southarn College:; -

The Endocrine SQQiaty'n Endoarine Aw

In 1986, the first reciplent of the
Qaality o? Life Award:

rd (1985}

ew York Lung Rszociation's

The Patriot's Award from the Congres ignal Medal of  Honor

ldciaty in 19867 . - i e

e ___Tha first woman to recelye the Vizio awara from the

Luminaires of the Estelle Doheny Eye Foun ation (1986):

The f£irst Giovanni Lorenzini Foundat
Advancement of Biomedical Sciance from
Foundation, Inc.., in 1987:

The 1987 Mayor's Award of Honor for
presanted by Mayor Edward I. Koohy

. The 1987 Dorothea Dix Awnrd !rom the
Fcundation.

| Tha 1987 Award from tha Fedaration 0
for BExperimental Biology:

The 1987 Walsh McDermott Award from
Sohools of New York:

The National Cancer Ipatitute'ﬂ Year

A Franklin D.
and Eleanor Rocsevelt Instltute (1937),

rhe 1987 Susan.G. Komen roundation A
in Public Service: -

Roomeveli Frgod@m‘hwaré

on Priza for the

th Giovanni Lorenzini

ﬂcience ‘and Technology,

Mental Illness

{ Amarican'Sobietiéq

ﬁhe Associatéd ngicgl

2000 Award (1987):

from the Franklin

ard for Excellence

A 1987 Charles A. Dana Founda:ion Aw rd for Pioneerinq
Achievements in Health and Highar Educatiqn)

The first Gold Medal Award for Inte
4in Medical Research from the National Fou
and colitis (1987))

A 1988 Parks Council Award:

- Winner of one of tha first annual Caxing Awards from the

Caring Institute (19B88j;

The American Federation for Clinical
Friend of Medical Rasaarch Award" (1989);

-more-

Hational Achievement
dation for Ileitus

Research's "Distinguished
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A 1989 Lifetime Public Servide and Himanitarian Award .
from the Institute for Advanced Studies ih Immunclogy and Aging;

The 1989 Street Trees Award from the
Tras Consortium, Ine.:

The Brain Research Foundatlon's 1590
Inductod into the Health Carxe Hall o

The Dean's Award from the Collage of
of c°1umhia University (1990)) -

Tne 1990 Medal for Distinquishad Ach

to a former recipient of the French Govar
Honor Awarad).

New York City Street

Creativity Awnidl
Parm (1990)) |

Physiclans & Surgeoas

levement from the
fonor (given only
iment's Legion of

Over the vears Mras. Lasker haa sarve
truatea and board positiona Eor a range o
organizations and educatiohal inltitution

Soclety for a More Beautiful Nationn

Planned Parenthood Fedeyation of Ama

National Advisory Heart Council of ¢l
Institute

National Committee Aqainbt Msntal I1]

Health Insuranca Plan of Greater New

The New York Foundation .

. The Museum of Modexrn Azt

Now York University o

The Norton Simon Museunm

The Lyndon Balnes Johnson Foundation

National Cancsr Advisory Board

Cancer Research Institute

John P. Kennedy. Center £or the Parfol

Léads Castle PFoundation

American Cancer Society

-Institutes of Health

in various

health and oulturall f

including-

L E

Capital A,“;.rq'z
P LS “;:

e National Heart -

Lnass
York

ming Arts .“-.l-.-:.-‘r_'-f,:;_. - .

Advisory Committee to the Director af the National

United Cerebral Palsy Research and B¢
Rasegarch to Prevent Blindness, Inc.

lucation Foun@ation

%
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September 24, 1994

PHONE IN INTERVIEW FOR MARY WOODARD LASKER VIDEO TRIBUTE

DATE: Monday, September 26
TIME: 2:30 pm

LOCATION: HRC's office

FROM: Liz Bowyer

L PURPOSE
To do a 20-minute interview for a video tribute to Mary Lasker.
. BACKGROUND

The Lasker Foundation is developing a 5-minute video tribute to Mary Lasker to be
shown at this year's Lasker Medical Research Awards Luncheon on September 30th.
‘The video will feature voice-overs of some of Mrs. Lasker's closest friends talking
about their personal recollections of Mrs. Lasker and her contributions to American
health care and medical research. The taped interviews will be edited and made into
shortened voice-overs for the video.

The Foundation has asked you, Eppie Lederer, Lady Bird Johnson, Dr. Jordan
Gutterman, who directs the Lasker Foundation Awards program; James Fordyce,
Mrs. Lasker's nephew; and Dr. Michael Debakey, who has chaired the Awards jury
for many years, to participate.

The Lasker Foundation would like the interviews to be as relaxed and unrehearsed as
possible. Sharon Powers, President of Brown and Powers Associates (the Lasker
Foundation's PR agency), will conduct your phone-in interview. She will ask you a
series of questions relating to the following subjects:

. The lessons Americans might learn from Mary Lasker's life and
accomplishments.

. The value in American society that the Lasker Awards have served.

. The ways that Mary Lasker was a role model of citizen activism in our
country.

. A summation of her special contribution to American health and quality of
life.

. Words and concepts that come to mind when you ponder Mrs. Lasker and the



impact of the Lasker Awards.

. The loss we as a nation have with her passing.
. Ways we as Americans can take up the standard she carried for 50 years.
. PARTICIPANTS

HRC
Sandra Powers, President of Brown and Powers Associates, Inc.

IV.  SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

. 20-minute interview

V.  PRESS

Closed press (open press at the Lasker Awards Lunchéon)
VL. REMARKS

20-minute interview.



September 29, 1993

ADDRESS TO LASKER AWARDS LUNCHEON

DATE: October 1, 1993

LOCATION Pierre Hotel

TIME: 1:00 p.m.

FROM: Kim Tilley, Amanda Crumley

L PURPOSE

To give the keynote address at the 1993 Albert Lasker Medical Research Awards
Luncheon.

IL. BACKGROUND

‘The Albert Lasker Medical Research Awards are presented annually by the Albert
and Mary Lasker Foundation to recognize outstanding achievement in the medical
research field. The awards were created by the President of the Lasker Foundation,
Mary Woodward Lasker, and are named in honor of her late husband. The awards
were created to inspire research against debilitating diseases such as cancer, heart,
and neurological diseases. The three awards are the Basic Medical Research Award,
the Clinical Medical Research Award, and the Albert Lasker Public Service Award.
A cash prize of $25,000 comes with each of the three awards, although the number of
recipients per award varies year to year. (If there is more than one recipient for a
particular award, the cash prize is divided.) This year there will be one recipient for
the Basic Medical Research, one for the Clinical Medical Research, and two for the
Public Service Award.

History
The Albert and Mary Lasker Foundation was established in 1942 in an effort to
heighten public awareness of the need for both basic and clinical research of major

diseases and the need for funding of such research.

The first recipient of the Albert Lasker Medical Research Award was Colonel William
C. Menninger in 1944 who was awarded for his contributions to the study of war
psychiatry. Since 1944, fifty recipients of the Albert Lasker Medical Research Award
have gone on to win the Nobel Prize. Past keynote speakers include Senator Tom
Harkin (1991), Speaker Thomas Foley (1987), and Governor Mario Cuomo (1985).

In 1990, Mrs. Lasker discontinued the awards because she felt the awards had run
their course. There was, however, such an overwhelming remonstrance from the
scientific community that the awards were quickly resumed. In 1992, the awards
ceremony was suspended once again upon the death of Rer sister, Alice Fordyce, who
served as the director of the Lasker Medical Research Awards program, as well as



executive vice president of the Albert and Mary Lasker Foundation. (Ms. Fordyce
traditionally presented the awards.) The award itself is a statuette replica of the
"Winged Victory of Samothrace", currently located in the Louvre, which symbolizes
victory over disease. It is a statute of Nike, the Greek goddess of victory, whose role
was to bring news of great victory from the gods.

Mary Lasker .
Mary Lasker has been the recipient of numerous awards including the Medal of

Freedom, which was presented to her by Lyndon Johnson in 1969, for her efforts in
health care awareness. Congress named the Mary Woodward Lasker Center for
Health Research and Education at the National Institutes of Health in her honor in
1984. Also, Mrs. Lasker has visited the White House any time there has been a
Democrat in office.

Although Mrs. Lasker feels that basic research into all diseases today is the key to
finding cures tomorrow, her abiding interest has primarily been basic cancer research.
In the early 1940's, words such as cancer and mental illness were not spoken of, and
most people suffering from these diseases were sent away to "homes for incurables."
This infuriated Mary Lasker, thus prompting her quest to promote basic medical
research. |
With the help of Reader's Digest, Mary and her husband launched a massive public
awareness and fund-raising campaign in the 1940's for a group that would later
become the American Cancer Society. Mrs. Lasker is now an honorary member of
the board and executive committee of the American Cancer Society.

Also iin the 1940's, Albert and Mary Lasker's efforts lobbying Congress and the
Executive Branch paved the way for increased budgets for the National Cancer
Institute and the creation of new Institutes within the NIH. Ironically, Mrs. Lasker
lost her husband to colon cancer in 1952,

II. PARTICIPANTS

Between 300-350 people are expected to attend. There will be an unofficial heavy
media presence.

. Mary Lasker - NOTE: Mrs. Lasker is almost 94 years old and very frail. Iam
told she has trouble hearing and that this might make it difficult to have an
extended one on one conversation with her.

Dr. Jordan Gutterman, Director, Albert Lasker Medical Research Awards
Program _

Dr. Michael Debakey - Chairman of Awards Jury - As you know, Dr. DeBakey
— the "father of heart surgery — is a cardiovascular surgeon who pioneered
both aneurysm procedures the bypass surgery.

Deeda Blair (Mrs. William McCormick Blair) - You may remember she has
been generous in her contributions to the White House (i.e. she donated the




tablecloths that have been used at recent White House dinners.)

. Mr. & Mrs. Castro - attended the reception for White House restoration
donors.

. 25 previous Lasker Award winners will participate in the luncheon.

Award Recipients

Dr. Gunter Blobel - Albert Lasker Basic Medical Research Award

Dr. Donald Metcalf - Albert Lasker Ciinical Medical Research Award
Dr. Nancy Wexler - Albert Lasker Public Service Award

The Honorable Paul Rogers - Albert Lasker Public Service Award

IV. PRESS PLAN

Open press.
V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

* HRC arrives at Pierre Hotel and proceeds to reception;

Informal meet and greet/no remarks and photo-op on the ropelinglvith Dr. Etienne
Baulieu, inventor of RU-486; :

Official photos with 4 awardees and Mrs. Mary Lasker;

Lunch and awards presentatiory

Dr. Gutterman opens luncheon and introduces Dr. DeBakey;

Dr. DeBakey introduces those seated on dais;

Dr. Gutterman makes remarks;

Mrs. Lasker and Dr. DeBakey present awards and awardees speak;

HRC is introduced by Dr. Gutterman;

HRC speaks 15-20 minutes;

Dr. DeBakey makes brief announcement and adjourns luncheon.

*

+ % * * % % + * »

Seating
You will be seated between Mrs. Lasker and Dr. Jordan Gutterman. Dr. DeBakey
will also be seated on the dais.

Dr. Etienne Emile Baulieu

You will meet briefly with Dr. Etienne Emile Baulieu, who is the inventor of Ru-486.
Dr. Baulieu received a Lasker Clinical Medical Research Award in 1989. The French-
born Dr. Baulieu was educated at Columbia University. He is very close to the
Socialist government of France and is a renowned figure in public health in France.
He has met several times with Ambassador Pamela Harriman.

IV. REMARKS

Lissa Muscatine.
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HEADLINE Mary W Lasker, Phllanthroplst For Medlcal Research, Dies at 93
BYLINE: By ERIC PACE "
BODY: o
Mary Woodard Lasker, the phllanthroplst and champlon of medical research and

urban beautification, died on Monday at her home in Greenwich, Conn. She was 93
years old and also had an apartment on the East Side of Manhattan.

The cause was heart fallure, said her nephew, James W. Fordyce. She made her last :

public appearance at a luncheon at the Pierre Hotel in October

As a patron and Volunteer lobbylst, Mrs. Lasker furthered medlcal researchon
cancer, heart and eye diseases and in other fields. She also lent her support to

beautification projects.in New York and Washington that included planting trees and AT

flowers and providing fountams and lighting. And she was a noted hostess and art.
collector.

In her later years she reduced her activities, but at her death she was still pre51dent
of the Albert and Mary Lasker Foundation, honorary president of the American - - -
Cancer Society and a trustee and vice chairman of the United Cerebral Palsy Research
and Educahon Foundatlon. o

In a 1958 speech, Robert Moses, then the Parks Comrmssmher said Mrs. Lasker '

possessed "the irresistible combination Madison Avenue dreams of -- the blend of
many essences in the beautiful package."

"Intelligence, vision, generosity, charm, kmdness Mary has them all," Moses
continued.

Co-Founded Lasker Awards

Mrs. Lasker and her husband Albert Davis Lasker, a pioneer adverhsmgexecutlve
who died in 1952, established the Lasker Foundation in 1942. In almost every year
since 1944, it has given Albert Lasker Awards, largely for outstanding contributions
to clinical and basic medical research.



The foundation has often been quick to recognize significant new research, and its
awards have great prestige. Besides supporting medical research and health
programs, it has also given its backmg to efforts to beautify New York and to
activities in the arts. :

Over the years, Mrs. Lasker also served variously as chairman of the board of the
American Cancer Society, a trustee of Research to Prevent Blindness and of the
Cancer Research Institute and a director of the National Committee for Mental
Hygiene. She was also active in other similar organizaﬁons

"I am opposed to heart attacks and cancer and strokes " she used to say, "the way I' o
am opposed to sin." :

, In addmon, Mrs. Lasker strove to persuade Federal, state and c1ty officials and

legislators to provide more funds for medical research on major killing and crippling
diseases. She worked to persuade Congress to increase appropriations for the
National Institutes of Health and to set up additional research centers- concentratmg
on specific diseases. .

"Without money," she said in 1985 "nothing gets done.” To make sure things got
done, she used to visit the White House (during Democratic Administrations, she
added wryly). She also paid calls on Washington legislators, corresponded with
Premdents and arranged for scientists to meet Government leaders.

' Couldn't Cut Up a Frog

Despite her successes in furthering medical research, Mrs. Lasker used tocontend
that she lacked scientific and medical aptitude. "Nobody would have me in their.
laboratory for five minutes," she once said, also with a smile. "I couldn't cut up a
frog, and I certainly couldn't perform surgery I'm better at makmg it possible for
other ‘people.”

Her passionate mterest in medlc:me was fueled partly by illnesses of people around‘
-her and by her own health; she repeatedly had ear infections during her Wisconsin
chiidhood. .

Laskers Lead to Nobels

Over the years, the Lasker Foundation helped shape medical history byrecogm’zing

and supporting promising research, and it has repeatedly singled out future winners
of the Nobel Prize in Medicine. Fifty-one Lasker winners have become Nobel

laureates.

For instance, the foundation's prize jury, wltose longtime chairman is the heart
surgeon Dr. Michael E. DeBakey, chose two winners of 1985 Albert Lasker Medical




Research and Public Service awards — Dr. Michael S. Brown and Dr. Joseph L.
Goldstein of the University of Texas, for their studies of cholesterol chemistry in
relation to the clogging of coronary arteries. They were also named Nobel Prize
laureates that year.

Commenting on Mrs. Lasker's efforts, Dr. DeBakey said in a 1985 interviéw: "
Lasker is an institution unto herself. Asking what her importance has been is like
asking what Harvard has meant to this country."

Throughout their history, Lasker awards have been given in every year except _
1960, 1990 and 1992. In early 1990, when it was announced that no awards would be
given that year, the foundation had assets of about.$2.4 million, down from about' -
$4.5 million in 1980, but an executive of the foundation said that omitting the awards, -
of $15,000 each, in that year "wasn't really a financial dec151on. Since then, the
awards have been increased to $25,000 each.

'Annie Appleseed'

Like her passion for medical research, Mrs. Lasker's interest in andpatronage of
urban beautification was long standing. In a 1953 column in The

New York Times, Meyer Berger referred to her affectlonately as Anme Appleseed,

Her beautification activities included furnishing funds for tuhps, daffodlls, s
begonias, chrysanthemums and other flowers at various locations in New York. Her-"
other urban beautification projects ranged from lighted Christmas trees to 300
Japanese cherry trees donated to the Umted Nations. -

Mrs. Lasker acquired her interest in parks and gardens durmg her girlhood in - -
Watertown, Wis., where she was born to Frank Elwin Woodard; a banker, and Sara o
Johnson Woodard who was a founder of two parks there. :

She graduated cum laude from Raddliffe College in 1923 and studied briefly at .
Oxford. Then she went to work for the Reinhardt Galleries, in Manhattan, where her
duties were, as she later put it, "arranging benefit loan exhibitions of outstanding old
and modern French masters and selling pictures to collectors and museums.”

An Art Collector

She also went on buying trips abroad and began building an art collection ofher
own, which included works by Miro and Renoir. She sold most of the collection years
later when she changed Manhattan homes, partly, as she said, "because I wanted to
be able to give away the money."




In 1940, after leaving the art-gallefy world, she married Mr. Lasker, who had
achieved wealth and eminence as an advertising executive, having joined the Lord &
Thomas advertising agency in 1898 and become its owner in 1908. ‘

Two years later, he retired from active business and the Lasker Foundation was set

up. In addition, drawing on his own experience in public affairs, he encouraged Mrs.

Lasker to press Washington to provide more funds for research in medicine. In the
decades that followed, her efforts in that direction bore many fruits.

'One notable success was the National Institutes of Healtl; in Bethesda, Md. "The -
N.LH. has flowered," Dr. DeBakey recalled in the 1985 interview, "because in many

ways she gave birth to it and nursed it. It was in existence, but it was she who got.
the funding for it"

Over the years, Mrs. Lasker also served on the boards of trustees or directors of a. -

number of organizations and institutions, including the John F. Kennedy Center for
the Performing Arts, the Museum of Modern Art, the Norton Simon Museum, New
York University and Braniff Alrways

Won Pre31dent1a1 Medal

‘She was awarded the Presndentlal Medal of Freedom in 1969 a CongressmnalGold T
Medal in 1989, and other honors. A Health Sciences professorship at the Harvard .
School of Public Health was named for her in 1989 and a new Varlety of pink tuhp

s
5 S

' was named for her in 1985.

. Mrs. Lasker's first marnage, in 1926 to Paul Reinhardt, the owner of the Reinhardt
Galleries, ended in divorce in 1934, '

Her sister, Alice Fordyce, was the executive vice president of the foundatnon and
director of the Lasker Awards program. She died in 1992 .

In addltlon to her nephew, Mr. Fordyce of Greenwxch, who is a trustee of the
foundation, Mrs. Lasker is survived by a stepdaughter, Frances Lasker Brody of Los
Angeles; a stepson, Edward Lasker of Los. Angeles; three great-nephews five
step-grandchildren, one of whom, Christopher W. Brody of Manhattan, is also a
trustee of the foundatlon, and two step great-grandchildren.

Funeral rites and burial are to be private. A memorial service is to be held in the .
spring.

GRAPHIC: Photo: Mary Lasker with the heart surgeon Dr. Michael E. DeBakey in
1982. (Neal Boenzi/The New York Times)




- FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
KEYNOTE ADDRESS AT THE 1993 ALBERT LASKER AWARDS LUNCHEON
OCTOBER 1, 1993
NEW YORK CITY

Thank you, Mrs. Lasker, Dr. Gutterman, Dr. DeBakey, and all
of the distinguished guests gathered here for this wonderful
occasion today.

I'd like to begin by offering congratulations to the winners
of the Albert Lasker Awards. Dr. Blobel, Dr. Metcalf, Dr. Wexler,
Congressman Rogers, you join a truly remarkable group of men and
women who have helped put health care at the top of our national
agenda.

Men and women who have enlightened us about the need to find
cures and treatments for disease. Men and women who have helped
better our health care system through public awareness and
important legislation. Men and women who have been responsible
for some of this century's most important breakthroughs in
medical research: the discovery of penicillin as a cure for
syphilis. New revelations about the structure of the DNA
molecule. The development of RU-486. Advances in our
understanding of the nature of the gene. And that's just to name
a few.

As for the statuettes you received bearing the Greek goddess
of victory, I'm glad to see that -- at least once in awhile --
Nike is immortalized as more than just a swoosh on an athletic
shoe.

For me, a medical lay person and non-scientist, it is truly
a privilege to be here and to participate in an event that has
Albert and Mary Lasker's name attached to it. Over five decades,
the Lasker name has come to embody the American ideal of good
citizenship.

Vision. Intelligence. Humanity. Selflessness. These are
Mary Lasker's gifts -- and fortunately for our nation, she never
has ceased to share them with us.

Eleanor Roosevelt once said: "The future belongs to those
who believe in the beauty of their dreams." Mrs. Roosevelt could
have been talking about Albert and Mary Lasker, and Mrs. Lasker's
late sister, Alice Fordyce.

We have the Laskers to thank for tulips and daffodils on
Park Avenue and around this city, for azaleas and dogwoods that
brighten the nation's capital, and for immeasurable contributions
to education and the arts.



And of course, without Mary Lasker's energy and wisdom, our
country would not lead the world today in medical -- and
particularly cancer -- research.

In the past few months we have begun a great national
discussion about the direction of health care in this country. It
is a discussion that has involved thousands and thousands of
ordinary citizens. Thousands of health care professionals.
Thousands of scientists and researchers. Thousands of legislators
in our states and in Congress.

For me, working on health care reform has been an
extraordinary opportunity to listen to all these voices, to hear
stories from people of all walks of life who know best how our
system does and doesn't work.

When the President outlined his goal for health care reform
some months ago, he was committed to a simple principle: to
preserve and strengthen what is right, and to fix what is wrong.

While we may bring different perspectives to health care
reform, I'm confident we can agree -- in general -- on what 1is
right and what is wrong with the system today. And I think we can
agree that changes must be made.

I think we can agree that every American must have
comprehensive health benefits. I think we can agree that we need
to control costs. That we need to ensure high quality care and
reduce bureaucratic red tape. That we need to preserve individual .
choice of doctors and health care providers. And that we need to
demand more responsibility from individuals and institutions
affiliated with the health care system.

Security, simplicity, choice, savings, gquality and
responsibility. These are overriding principles that must be the
backbone of any reform. Principles that must remain sacred as the
discussion moves to the halls of Congress in the months ahead.

First, as an economic and a moral imperative, we must
provide comprehensive health care benefits to every citizen --
benefits that can never be taken away. Without health security
for every American, no American will be fully secure.

Second, we must simplify the system and get rid of the
paperwork and forms that drown our health care professionals and
discourage them from deing what they do best. And we must
untangle the web of regulations that complicate not only the
delivery of care in doctor's cffices and hospitals -- but also
the efforts of researchers and research institutions that are
working toward cures and treatments we need.

Third, we must insist that Americans be allowed to choose
their doctors and other health providers. This is one of the most



enduring traditions of American health care, and it cannot be
gacrificed.

Fourth, we must control costs and put an end to the penny-
wise, pound-foolish incentives that now rule our system.
Something is wrong when you can't get covered for a mammogram but
you can get covered for a mastectomy. Something is wrong when you
can't get covered for a cholesterol screening but you can get
reimbursed for an $80,000 bypass operation.

Something is wrong when we spend 14 percent of our national
income on health care -- fueling our deficit year after year --
and our major industrial competitors are spending 8 or 9 percent
and providing the same or better benefits to their citizens.

Fifth, we must protect -- and enhance -- the high quality of
care that Americans have come to know. Reform will be meaningless
if quality is not preserved.

Sixth, we must change our attitude about health care.
Everyone must be responsible. Everyone must participate. Everyone
must contribute something. No one should get a free ride.

The reason the President insists on these core principles is
that, without them, the weaknesses of our system will continue to
undermine its strengths.

And we cannot afford to jeopardize the things that are right
with American health care -- things we have worked hard to build.

You, for example, represent what's right.

We know that medical research and high-quality health care
go hand-in-hand. Your work instills your fellow citizens with
optimism about the progress we can make in beating disease. It
also reinforces a philosophy of preventive care that needs to be
encouraged throughout this country.

We know the best way to control costs and ensure a healthier
nation is to keep people free of disease. But we can't do that
without emphasizing preventive medicine and without finding cures
for diseases that now exact enormous economic and social tolls on
our society.

I don't know much about science, certainly not enough to
know the difference between opiate receptors and enkephalins [in-
kef-uh-lins]. But one doesn't need to be a doctor nor a scientist
to recognize the vital role of research in the race to find cures
and treatments for disease.

Just in the past few years, researchers have made
considerable strides in using monoclonal antibodies to help in
the detection of colorectal and ovarian cancer, in discovering




likely genetic links to Lou Gehrig's disease, and in developing
promising drug therapies to treat Alzheimer's and schizophrenia.

And that doesn't count Dxr. Gutterman's work over the years
in developing new therapies to treat cancer, or Dr. DeBakey's
historic work on bypass surgery, or Dr. Blobel's pioneering
research on protein production in cells, or Dr. Metcalf's
discovery of CSFs [colony stimulating factors, specific white
cell regulatory hormones] -- all of which ultimately contribute
to shorter hospital stays, simpler treatments, and more
productive lives for our citizens.

Health care reform must promote these efforts and the
efforts of researchers and scientists across the country. We must
continue our commitment to furthering medical science, developing
new medications and technology, and thinking of new ways to
improve the structure and delivery of health services.

The President's plan reflects the important role that
research must play in our health care system in the years ahead.
We believe that expanded investments in health research and
greater support of academic health centers are critical to
controlling costs, ensuring quality, and promoting a philosophy
of prevention and wellness -- central goals of health care
reform.

With reform, new funding will be available for prevention
research and health services research.

The National Institutes of Health will expand research into
a variety of areas:

*  Chronic and recurrent illnesses such as Alzheimer's,
cancer, cardiovascular diseases, and bone and joint diseases like
osteoporosis that kill millions of Americans each year, inflict
suffering on millions of others, and cost billions of dollarg in
treatment, hospital stays and lost productivity.

* Child health, including perinatal health, birth defects
and cognitive development.

* Reproductive health, including sexually transmitted
diseases, adolescent pregnancy and pregnancy-related
complications.

* Mental health and substance abuse

* Infectiocus diseases, focusing on vaccine development and
research, particularly for new and emerging diseases such as
AIDS.,

* Health and wellness promoction.



At the same time, the President's plan will promote research
services that will help answer important questions about the
effectiveness of treatments and patient outcomes. This will be
useful to doctors and hospitals -- as well as academic health
centers and research institutions training future doctors and
scientists.

Our research institutions are centers of excellence whose
integrity and importance are reflected in the President's plan.
Health care reform will help academic health centers defray the
institutional costs of research, development of new technology
and treatment of rare and severe illnesses.

And while it is important that academic health centers
prepare more students for careers as primary care physicians,
they must not be-discouraged from continuing to train the
researchers and scientists of tomorrow.

Disease ig a frightening and expensive enemy. Yet through
the work of people like those honored here today, we are reminded
of how much progress can be made in combatting illnesses that we
never even knew existed decades ago.

In the coming months, our nation will take on another
frightening and expensive adversary -- a health care system that
has raged out of control for several decades.

For too long, we have allowed the ills of our system to
inject unnecessary fear in the lives of millions of Americans
to eat away at our nation's social fabric . . . to reduce our
productivity . . . to drain our federal and state budgets .
and to threaten our economic and political standing in the world.

Now 1s our time, our chance to enhance the health of
individual Americans and protect the health of our nation. If we

can find a vaccine for polio . . . 1if we can discover the
structure of the DNA molecule . . . if we can begin to understand
the nature of the gene . . . surely we can fix a health care

system that is broken.

I hope that in the months ahead, you will share with us the
same sense of purpose, the same commitment to bettering humanity
that you show in your labs and classrooms and research centers
every day. If we all join together, I'm confident our nation can
finally achieve, lasting health care reform that is long overdue.

Thank you very much.

HH#
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MRS CLINTON- Thank you. Thank you very much o
(1naud1ble) for that extraordlnary introduction. There. are
few comparlsons that do me more honor than to be compared .to
Mrs. Lasker, .in any way at all. I don’t consider myself -
worthy of that, but it is a standard to which all of us '
should asplre,_and I'm very apprec1at1ve.. : .

~“This is an. extraordlnary gathering. I know that,
'because the very first time I heard about the Lasker lunch.
was from my friend, Eppie Lederer, who told me that it was
. the most wondérful gathering that she had ever had anythlng
to do w1th _and ‘'she would never mlss it. =

- When the 1nv1tat10n came for me to be part of this,;"
I 1mmed1ately ‘thought of what Eppie had told me once before, , ..
and.said yes. . I thought at the.time that we might need" to | RS

pub11c1ze health care reform. (Laughter B '

'I. think,. very (1naud1b1e), thls is like parsley on
the plate' at dlnner. It’s not necessary, but it still is a°
nice thing to do. So for me particularly, it is an honor to
be here.= . sl . ‘._‘ - . . ' ) ,‘v:“.

- I would llke to begln by offerlng my B T
congratulatlons to the winners of the Albert Lasker awards ——,‘:;
to Dr. Vogle (phonetic) .and Dr. Metcalf (phonetlc), whose . .-
work has moved us forward into that future that we all look
forward to being part of, where disease and its ravages are.
pushed back even further; to Congressman Rogers, who has’ been
a consistent voice for health care reform and who has been
part of the meetings that I have held over the last many
months; .and to Dr. Wexler (phonetic), whose personal .
commitment is matched by her professional accomplishments.

These-winners join the remarkable group of men and .
women who have over the decades put health care at the top of
our national agenda, men and women whose work has found cures



31; partlcularly -appreciate is. not. only her w1111ngness to.sh re‘
ffithose gifts with us but to. recognize that it is only. through‘

for disease, who have aided the kind of breakthroughs that
we’ve only been able to dream about in the past but now take
for granted, men and women who have helped better our health.
care system through public awareness and through important -
legislation.

It is very exc1ting for me to be a part of what all
of you represent. This is a time when the past and the-
" present in medical 'research join together to point us to_a"
new future, and it is one that I think all of. us have a
responsxblllty and an obllgatlon to help shape.
: - For me as a’ lay person and non-sc1entlst 1t ls
always a llttle dauntlng to read about the- accompllshments of - .
those of you who are making breakthroughs, but it is also*ﬂiwﬁf'“
very encouraging that you are-all here and your work is belng
supported by a woman who represents the ideal of American. _
citizenship, to me -- a woman whose vision and 1nte111gence,
humanity, selflessness, have really been glfts to the entlre
-nation. .~ S W e _ :

: ﬁ?* Mary Lasker has brought to medlcal research and )
ﬂ_health awareness a rare combination of gifts.. But what' I__- -

persistence -- whether it be 25 years, Dr. Metcalf or, more
.than half a century 1n Mrs. Lasker’s.case, that real change'

r-/ﬂy

L. comes’ about and takes root.‘ﬁﬁavrﬁfﬁsbmz_,- s ;4;»% 4MJ

.,.

rf. =

_ Eleanor Roosevelt once . said that the future belongs
to those who believe in the beauty of. their dreams: She: .~
could have been talking about Mary Lasker and about Mrs.

Lasker’s late sister, Allce Fordyce (phonetlc), whose famlly
1s here today ST T T e : ‘ .::y_“;

i
1

L D ‘But you know, I also want to thank Mrs. Lasker fo
ﬂthe tullps and daffodils on Park Avenue, and around thisaﬁﬁ“ -
city; I want to thank her for the azaleas and the dogwoods. . i . .i: .
that brighten the nation’s capital; and, I just learned from

James Fordyce, I want to thank her for the rose garden at... .
Modlin (phonetic) College at Oxford, because she had - “ﬂw-

" * understood better than most of us ever do that the work that

takes place in our laboratories, the kind of painstaking -
clinical research that we honor today, the work that takes- [« .°:
place in the halls of Congress, are all devoted to enhancing
life, to beautifying it around us, to 1nsp1r1ng all of us to

live up to our God-given potentlals. SR

" So she brings} indeed, rare. gifts that I hope will



inspire us, as we go through, in the next few months, this
great national discussion about the direction of health care
in our country. It is a discussion that needs to involve all
of us: scientists in laboratories; great doctors, like Dr. '
De Bakey; citizens, business leaders, all of us. We all need
to be part of chartlng our nation’s destlny when it comes to
our health care system.

The President has set goals, and they are goals
that I think finally all of us can agree on, even if we do
not agree on all the particulars as to how to achieve then.
they are premised on a very simple conviction: that we have -
the finest-quality medical system in the world, but it is not -
available to us, and that what we must do-is to preserve what
is rlght about our system and to fix what is wrong ToNTae

_ If we agree that we are starting from a positibn of '
strength that we wish to make stronger, if we agree that  what
we need to be guided by are the six pr1nc1ples of securlty
and quality and choice and simplicity and savings and. -
responsibility, then I agree with the President that we can
work out the-details along the way.. We have to assure every
American comprehensive health benefits. That.has to be the

end result of whatever 1eglslat10n is passed and 51gned 1nto_ B

law. We cannot compromlse ‘on that

In fact, earlier, Dr. Wexler p01nted out to me,'
- something that: just stunned me in its brilliance and its:.
sweep. She said that, because of the work currently belng
done on the human gene project, it is likely in the next
years every one of us will have a pre-existing condition and
be uninsurable. I want you to think about that. That is a.
stunning and, as I said, brllllant revelatlon.
_ Dr. Wexler is uninsurable,. should she move from her
current clinical and professorial position, because of 'a pre-
existing condition rooted in a gene. What will happen as we
-— as we will -- discover those genes that contreol for breast
cancer or prostate cancer or osteoporosis or any of the other
thousands of conditions that affect us.as human beings?

Under our current system, more and more. of us will be: left
out of the health care insurance market.

That, if nothing else, should make all of us
willing to go to the end of the road together, to make sure
every American has the basic right to health security.
Either that, or you better slow down the genetic research
that you’re d01ng so that we don’t get left out in the cold
in the current insurance market. (Laughter.)




I don‘t think that will happen. I think we will
resolve that every one of us should be secure. We will also
resolve that we must have a system that simplifies the
financing and paperwork attendant upon delivering health
care, Which drowns our professionals and discourages them
from doing what they have been trained to do, which wraps the
delivery of health care in a web of regulations and
complications that have no place in the doctor-patient
relationship. :

We know we can do better and we have seen examples

of how we can move toward electronic billing, toward a 51ng1e".

form, toward eliminating a lot of the unnecessary cost that
just drives the health care system to become more and more
loaded down with bureaucracy and administration.

Thirdly, we -do have to insist that we- retain ch01ce
in this system so that individuals will feel that they have
some control over their health care destiny. If we do '
nothing, the choices that are currently available will
continue to narrow. More and more choices as to who your
providers are and what treatments you are entitled to will be
~determined by bottom-line cost as to how much insurance is

costing a business and insurance companies will more and more -

LY

. determine who you can. see and how much-you will have toupay;

we also have to get savings from our system. This

is an area that is certainly one of the most challenging. and,

in some respects, controversial, in the President’s proposal.
' But as I look around this room and I see what we
have accomplished through the work of many of you who run
some of our major teaching hospitals or cancer centers,. who
have been part of breakthrough drugs coming into the market
and making it cheaper and better for people to get treatment,
when I look at how care is delivered more efficiently at hlgh
quality in some parts of our country because of the way - -/
doctors and hospitals are organized, I know we can do this.

It will mean changing some of the ways in which.
things have been done before, but it is just defying common
sense for us not to commit ourselves to getting the kind of
efficiencies in our system we know are there, which will not
undermine guality but, instead, enhance it. -

I have said several times over the past three days,
we have too many examples of what we know works and what we
know can be done to deliver high-quality care. What we don’t
have are incentives in our current system that will motivate
people to choose those alternatives over just doing it the

s




way we have done it -- a piecework approach to reimbursing
physicians and others. That can no longer be sustained
financially or in respect. to the human cost that it
unfortunately creates.

Something is wrong when we spend 14 percent of our
national income on health care when our major competitors and
other nations around the world, from Australia to Canada to
Germany to Japan, take care of all of their citizens, have
higher outcomes on all kinds of national indices of public.
health, and spend only 8 or 9 percent of their national
income.. We know that we can do better than we are d01ng.

" As you know in this room, if we do everything and
~do not protect and enhance guality, we will not have moved.
forward. Therefore, it will be meaningless, if quality is
not preserved. We are working very closely with the academic.
health centers of this country, some of whom are represented
in. this room, to make sure that they become the quality
foundation of what we are attempting to do in health care -
reform. I am very grateful to the deans of a number of our
leading medical schools and to the heads of a number of our
national cancer centers for being part of our efforts to Lo
ensure and, in fact, enhance the roles that they will playhiﬁ '
the future. S - ‘ ' SR

o ' P
Flnally,.we do have to change our attltudes about

health care. We need.to instill more of a sense of g~~mj‘fﬁﬁ,‘
responsibility at all levels -- at the individual level where

we be come more responsible for our own health; at the .
community and public health level where we take on the
plagues of violence, teenage pregnancy, AIDS, drug abuse,
that drive our costs up at both horrific human and economic
tolls. - Everyone has to contribute. Everyone has to take.. .
respon51b111ty _ . ; S

These core pr1nc1p1es W111 gulde us to a RS
strengthened health care system without undermining what. is
right within it. We know that medical research and high--
quality health care go hand-in-hand. Your work represents
that kind of partnership. It reinforces the optimism and
hopefulness that Dr. Gutterman (phonetic) referred to. It
also reinforces a philosophy of preventive care, of trying to
cure, not merely treat,

We know that without emphasizing medical research,
we cannot have a health care system that will give us the A
kind of health care we want to have as a nation. So to that-
end, we are going to be strengthening our commitment as a



nation to health care research. We are going to be asking
for more funding and we’re going to be looking for a firmer
funding foundation, a stream of funding, that will match the
kind of personal commitment that Mrs. Lasker has made over
all of these years. (Applause.) N
Now, we are doing that because we believe that
expanded investments in health research and greater support
of academic health centers are critical to not only-ensuring
. quality but controlling costs and promoting a philosophy. of
prevention and wellness. With reform, new fundlng will be
available for preventlon research and health services . . ;.0 a0 L
research. s Co

: The National Institutes of Health will be asked to _}
expand research into a variety of areas:- common and .
recurrent illnesses, such as Alzheimer’s, cancer,
cardiovascular diseases, and bone and joint diseases like
osteoporosis, that kill millions of Americans each year,

" inflict sufferlng on millions of others, and cost billions ‘of
dollars in treatment, hospltal stays, and lost product1v1ty,
children’s health, including perinatal health, birth defects,

“-' and. cognitive development reproductive health, 1nclud1ng

. sexually-transmitted diseases, adolescent pregnancy, and.. By
5lpregnancy—related compllcatlons, mental health and substance R
'abuse. L - o

S .1 want to say just an additional word about’ those’
two. 1In the comprehensive benefits package that the
President’s plan will propose, we include mental health.

- benefits and substance abuse treatment, not to the extent.
that we would have liked but to the extent that we feel we

can afford in order to have 1t flrmly rooted 1n our health
care system. . :

PR

I would predlct that among the many struggles we e
-w111 have, one will be over whether we will retain mental S
health bénefits and substance abuse treatment. I hope. those
of you whose research or work has touched in either of these
areas will stand with us for the very firm belief that,. e e
without treating mental health, without treating substance T
abuse, we are not going to have true health care reform. o
Those are diseases and those are conditions that undermine =
physical health in ways that we must address now, and we will
need your support (inaudible) -- (Applause.)

We will also focus more attention and resources. on
infectious diseases, focusing on vaccine development and
research, particularly for new and emergent diseases and




variations on diseases, such as AIDS and any variation that
is on the horizon. We also want to focus on health and
wellness promotion, and then, hand-in-hand thh the human
gene project, genetic dlseases.

At the same time, the President’s plan will promote
research services that w1ll help answer important questions
about the effectiveness of treatment and patient outcomes.
This will be very useful to doctors and hospitals as well as
academic health centers and research institutions tralnlng
future doctors and 501entlsts.

As T have said repeatedly over the last three days,
we know that different operations cost different amounts-of
money in-different regions of the same state and in dlfferent
regions of our country, without differences in quality S
outcome. We have to begin focusing more research on these-
kinds of differentials and publicizing that 1nformatlon among '
the medical and research communltles

As I have polnted out the state of Pennsylvanla
has kept records about cardiac bypass surgery, among other
operations. Hospitals charge between $21,000 and $84,000 for

the same operation. There has been no recorded d1fference~1n d\;:

‘quality outcome. 1In fact, with respect to. mortality,. the i
operations that cost closer to $21,000 are as good or better -
than some of those performed in hospltals that charge closer
to $84,000. ., . - 7o oo, Lol

If there are ways we can begin to change practlce
styles and decision-making among physicians so that the .-
information that we will have available can be better -
utilized, I would argue we will be enhancing gquality. . We can
afford in.our country to. prov1de more cardiac bypass: surgery
at high quality if the cost is closer to $21,000 than .we;can -
if it is closer to $84,000. But that information has to be -
well researched well pub11c1zed and then 1mp1emented.J -

As we move forward we want partlcularly to -
empha51ze the reoll that the academlc health center will play
in getting that kind of quality information out into clinical
practice. And, if the academic health centers serve as what
we are calling the quality foundation for health care reform,
we will not need to be reinventing the wheel or creating any
new bureaucracy but, for the first time, better coordinating
the information we have available and better dlssemlnatlng it
so it can be acted upon.

This will be an extraordinary challenge in the next .




months for all of us because we will be taking on an issue
that has defied resoclution over many years. It is one about
which all of us -have strong feellngs based on personal and/for -
professional experience.

But for too long we have refused to deal with what
every one of us in this room knows are the problems in our
health care system. We have allowed the ills of our system &
to ‘inject unnecessary fear in the lives of millions of o
Americans, to eat away at our nation’s social fabric, to. -
reduce our productivity, to drain our federal and state -
budgets, to undermlne physician and scientific independence Y
and '‘autonomy in dec151on—mak1ng, and to threaten our economic
and polltlcal standlng in the world ' . ‘_i;f‘f$7‘

Now is our tlme -- our tlme to enhance the health
of individuals Americans and protect the integrity of our
entire health care system. If we can find a vaccine for-
polio, if we can discover the structure of DNA, if we can.
begin to understand the. nature of the gene, surely we can..
make the political de0151ons necessary to fix and treat a
health care system badly in need of it. I hope that you- will . .-
_ share-with us the. same sense of purpose, the same commitment
. to. betterlng ‘humanity: that we have shown. in:labs and
: fclassrooms and operatlng rooms and research centers everyaday
- over many years. = ;

T

o SRR 3 am absolutely confldent ‘we can. meet thls fu U ek
challenge if all of us decide we are up to it, work together,
and have the kind of hope and faith in the future that hp._f
motivated Mary Lasker. When nobody was paying: attention to-
her, when nobody would listen to her; she never .gave up, and
we can’t elther.. That 1s the trlbute she deserves from us..

Thank you all very much. (Applause )

Tk ok ok %




FRNN
+

.7ARR
RRNOWH GBHD PALFRS atl.14

ALBERT AND MARY LASKER POUNDATION

MARY WOODARD LASKER

‘A Brief Biography L
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she has worked tirelesaly for increased nriwate and

governmantal support for such research.

As President of the Foundation which she established

with her late husband Albert D, Lasker, Mrsl Lasker has

Played a key role in influancinq the course

b € medical

research in America by urging incraasad fundan for medical

research to prolong the orime of lifa.

The Albert ang Mary Lasker Foundation's
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In addition to her singleminded dedig

AT 1R.2/rAR 0]

RIAJ

tion to improved
health care for Americané, Mrs. Lasker hai been a
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proponent of urban beautification and has unded hundreds of .

tree~ and bulb-planting projecta "{n'New Yo

Washington, D.C. In 1985, a new vnriety ofi

named in har honor.
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Mary Woodard Lasker was born 1n Watertbwn, Wiaoonain,

the slder of two daughters of Frank Elwin apd Sara Johnaon

Wisconsin, then Radcliffe College where she
laude with a B, A degree. Later, ahe took

studina at Oxford Univeraity, England.
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Reinhardt, ended in divorce, In 1940, she Warriod Albert
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advertiaing agency, Lord and Thomas.
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Mary Woocdargd Lasker:

incraasad research funding to oonquer tham

Mrs., Alice Fordyce, is ExecutiVQ Vice Pras

Foundation and Director of the Albart Lask
Awnrds Program.
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