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Cities 

' Columbia, lllinois 
-Predominaritly German ancestry 
-Mississippi River gushed over Columbia, illinois levee just south of Sl Louis 
uprooting barn, shed silos and farmhouse. · 
Columbia levee protects 14,000 acres of farmland and had been on US Army Corps of 

·Engineers critical list · , 
Evac. ordered for areas behind levee and 30 mile strip in Monroe County, illinois 
(Glasgow :Herald; Aug. 1993) · 
-Eagle chosen by Columb., ill. indicates speed and ability to find prey from great 

. distances. (The abilities of this animal, and the others, are analogous to the 
capabilities of the submarine/ Navy to defend freedom .. Interestingly, none of the 
animals are waterborne.) 

Columbia; South Carolina. 
-:Capital of S.C. 
-(INNOVATNE) Four area hospitals plan to collaborate rather than compete . 
furiously according to plans by Bill Yates, president of the S.C. Hospital ASsoc. One 
hospital is Githolic,· another Baptist and the remaining. two are public. They each 
have different structures and management schemes, but they·are learning to work 
together: There was at one tiine a fierce marketing war to compete over patients that 
2ould pay. Now they can cut back on advertising and decrease duplicating services. 
(American Hospital Publishing Inc. 11/5/93) · 
-In.' July 1993 Columbia, S.C. started a program to finance home-buying for police 
officers. The officers u5e the funds to renovate and move into once dilapidated 
buildings .in inner city neighborhoods as a crime prevention tool. People feel safer 
and criminals are less apt to strike if an officer lives near by. (INNOVATIVE) 
-August 1993. A Photo Exhibit of Black Women made its national debut in 
Columbia, S.C. to benefit The National Council of Negro Women (Dorothy Height). 
-Columbia.chosen as capital because of its geographical centrality and was designed 
to reconcile regional differences. Origin of city is political compromise; designed to 
unify antagonistic sections of the state. (Not unlike the ideology behind placing the 
capital of the nation in .the center of the then colonies-possible link to idea of 
democracy, fairness) . ' · 
cUriive,rsity of S.C. in Columbia.(brings culture and intellect) 
-Fort Jackson became army post in 1940 
-Columbia was burnt in Sherman's March during Civil War (devastating to the city) 

. -The State is the ruune. of the major newspaper. . 
~New York Times Aug: 1993 wrote of conflict over whether the confederate flag 
should continue to fly atop Capital Bldg. 



-Gamecockchosen to reflect community's courage and spirit to fight to the death. 

Columbia, Missouri . . 
-Primarily a college town; University of MiSsouri, Christian College and Stephens 
College. 
:Pro-slavery border state during Gvil War 
-In late 1830s first mayor's widowed wife, Mrs. Gentry, kept the position of 

· postmistress for 30 yearil. "This is one of the firstinstances of a woman receiving · 
SUCh an appointment in the US. II ' 

-QUaker Oats Company opening a plant in Columbia . 
. -Tiger chosen to indicate strength in hunting. · 

Cruisers, The Columbia (CL-56) i!-lld Submarines 

Light Cruisers '' 
They are surface ships which engage enemy ships arid/ or enemy aircraft as part of 
the carriers' task force. They behave as screens for aircraft carriers. World War II. 
light cruisers were beginning to be equipped with anti-aircraft arsenal, but there was 
still great concentration on enemy surface ships. Destroyers are somewhat ~ore 

·versatile thim cruisers, but a cruiser can serve different functions depenaing on need. 

Columbia- CL-56 
Tlli.s WWII ship is the sixth Columbia in American shipping histOry. Previous ones 
have included a fur trader, a confederate ship and Navy defense ships. The CL-56 
.was launched on December 17, 1941 by New York Shipbuilding Corp., Camden, N.J. 
Sponsored by MissJ.A. Paschal; and commissioned July 29, 1942, Cilpt W.A. Heard 

. in command, ' . . 
According to the description the Columbia was .an unrelenting battleship which 
splashed three enemy plane5 in one of its first tours. It helped sink a Japanese 
cruiser and destroyer in a later battle; . 
In the Battle of Leyte Gulf it sank a 'Japanese battleship, severely crippled a cruiser 
and sank a destroyer. 
On January 6, 1945 it began to get bombarded with kamikaze attacks killing 13 and 
wounding 44 members of. the crew, and setting the .Columbia aflame. Damage 
control was splendid, however, and the Columbia was able to still support 
underwater· demolition teams. 
On Jan. 9, the.Columbia was attacked again by kamikazes, killing 24.and wounding 
97; although shorthanded. fires were quickly quenched and the Columbia sailed that 
night guarding transports, The crew's effort in this battle won them the Navy Unit 
Commendation for this operation. · · 
The Columbia was decommissioned and placed into reserve in 1946 and sold in 1959. 
Awards: Navy Unit Commendation · 

10 Battle Stars.for WWII service for the Columbia. 

' '• 



Submarines . 
For information on first subs see highlighted enclo5ure. 
During WWll submarines were diesel powered. Now they have progressed. They 
can elude detection better and applied nuclear power has made them potent 
strategically. Currently, there are two types of subs: The Ballistic·Missile sub and the 
Attack sub. Ballistic Missile subs carry nuclear missiles aimed for attacking the 
Soviet Union. Attack subs are intended to protect missile subs. They screen for 
carrier subs, are used for reconnaissance and scouting, and attack enemy fleets'with 
tOrnadoes. The Los Angeles Oass(which is the~clas8 of the ColUm.bia to be christened) 
is composed of Attack subs. 

Most of the ship information was obtained by Kevin Hurst at the Ship's history Dept 
ofthe Naval History center. 

I 
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Appendix III / 

SUBMARINES ·1893-1958 
(Including Submarine Rescu~ Vessels and Submari~e Tenders) 

Although this Appendix begins. with Plunger, the 
first. submarine formally authorized forthe New 
N av ·, th~.re 1s a ion · historv of submarines both 
here and abroad prior to 1893. f the literally 
scores of underseas craft, de<;igned or aotua.lly 
built, sever.11 had nt least seini-otlkia:J status jn 
this country. F'ive of such boats will be described 
briefly. 

It should be noted that all of these subma-rines 
lacked the two elements~lectric storage batteries 
and. mternnl combustion engine!j · t~e eyentusl 
development. of which was to make Holland the 
firsJ-t!:_uly successful model1l submarine. 

I. Turtle, the first ·submarine to make nn attack 

Before Pioneer could see actual service she was 
scutt\ed to prevent her capt.ure by Federal forces 
?Ccupying New Orleans. · 

Pi{)'fteer ,was 34 feet in length, 4 feet in breadth 
and had a· displacement of 4 tons. Her comple- . 
ment was at least 2 men. Propulsion was supplied 

. by a hand-driven propeller. Armament consisted 
of a magazine, s•mlltrrTo a m1ne, loa~d with ex-
plosives. · .~ 

II 

civilian, 'took init.1a comm 
upon an enemy ship, was des1gnild by David - Alli,i;ator was 4Ueet m length, 4lh feet in 
'~'> ..... ~ n• 11. She was bUilt-with Bushnell's own b dtl d h d · 1 f 

1
· 7 0 · -~ rea 1, an a a comp ement o men. rigi-

funds (although later he -received some financial nally propelled by folding oars, these were later . 
support from official sources) at Saybrook, Con- .. replaced at the Washington Ntn'y. Ynrd with a. 
necticut, and was completed late in 1775. Turtle· -

1 1 · 11 t d p 11 Arn
1
a 

s ng e, manu• y-opera e screw pro e er. · . -. 
was manned by Sergeant Ezra L-ee, a ·volunteer ment consisted of twq explosive charges 
from the Connecticut Militia. 

This submar·ine was· described by Bushnell as 
having- "some l'esemblance to two upper tortoise 
shells of equal size, joined together; . : .- ." It 
was 7% feet in length, fl feet in depth, nnd was 
dt•iven by n hnnd-opet·ated sc.rew propeller. Un­
der ideal conditions, a maximum spe;,d. of~ knol$ 
ooulrl be maintained; the <l~,>tirnum lengtJ; of sub-. 
mergence was approximately :30 minutes. Al'!na-: 
ment c~nsisted of an onk casing filled with 1~0 
potuids of explosives. This chnrge could be nt­
tnched to the bot.tom of an enemy ship, where it 
was intender! to r:e.main until rletonnted by a sim~ . · 
ple ·clO<'.k work meohnnism. 

II . . Piorte.er, a Confecfer·,tc privnteer sub.inarine, 
\vas built in New Orleans early in 1862 by 'John 
K Scot Robert R. Barrow, Baxter WatSon, a.nd 

-.Tames R. )fcCJintock. Hel' o\tnet'S were ~rnn .ed 
Vetter of marque and repriSlll 31 Marc.h 1852.i 
H..L. Hunley and H .• T. Leovy-acted as surety for 
bond. ·Scott '<as the initial commnndinjl: officer. 

JV. ~' thvee o£ the men who had·a part in 
buUding Pioneer:--Tames R. !\~, Bnxter 
Watson, and H. L. Hunley-ouilt a second sub­
iii:u i11e. ConstructiOilWii:S ~ccomplished. at Park 
and Lyons, Mobile, Alabama, with ftmrls supplier! 
by the Confedernte'·Army. This vessel foundered 
in :Mobile R:1y before seeing service·. 

The length of this craft was about M feet ttnd 
her breadth 3 feet. She was propelled by a hand-­
tm·lled screw propeller. · ,· 

V. H. l. Hu:nley, the fir·st. submarine to sink 1n 
elle1iiy sh1p, was tulle. rr;-spring at )ss·:.·in the 
shops.of.Park and L •ons, Mobile, Alaba~ 
t e persona fun s of unley. 

1!.· L. lh,!nley ""S basically a modified cylinder 
s~nm bollet'. Her length wns between 30 and 40 
feet and 5hndth 4 'feet. Propulsion was provided 
hy a hand-turner! sere\\'' propellel' which nnrler 



ideal conditions insured a maximum speed' of 4 
knots. Her. complement was about 9 men. 
Armament consisted of .m explosiYe charge, con: 

. taming 90 pounds ot g"n powder. 

Submarine Appendix 

:r • fi 
... S. Con rcss wtt.~ rovi fH or n · c _ c 

1 ~ wns c orip;inal 1!mad, w lch was con·· 
tracted for with the Holln.nd Torpe o Boat Co. on 12. 
~Iarrh 1895. Thia b<>nt wo.s ll~'·er 6nishtd nnd the eon­
trll(:t was qmcelled in ApL·il H'IM th~ nrnount previml8\y 
1\pl)ropriat~d toward her constqH;tion being credited on 
a new contrnc-t. of 19 Xo\·~mber 1900. This contraet was 
a result o! the Act• of 10 June 1896, and 3 March 1899, 
and wns for n new Nrm(ll!r. ( Al), paym~nt ~lilg made out 
o! the ~<roroprintlon o! 1893,-5200,000. 

PLUNGER 
Built at Columbian lron Works,' Baltimore. Md. 
KePllnid 8/23/96 
NEVER .ACCEI'T!tD BY :N'A\""\' 

. PLVNGER I 

Length Over-all: 8lj'3'' 
~trP.me Beam: 11'6'' 
Normnl Dlsplact?ment: Tons: 149; Mean draft: 11' 
Eh1bmerged DisplaCement: Tons: 168 
Oe~tgned Complement : Off. : 1; En I. : 6 
Designed DP.pth : 75' ·' 
Armament: TorpedO Tubes: (2) 18~'; Seco~dary: None 
Torpedoea: 5 
Designed S:oee(i: Surfat.~d: 15; Submerged :! 8 
Engine~: 1\tanufncturer: Columbian. I. ~V.; Type: V~rt. 3· 

E.J:p. Recip. : Oesigned Brake Horsepo,,·er: 1500 
BoilerS: ~lanufacturer: ~to~her 
Motors: Mnnuffl.ctllrer: £1E-C:. Dy.; Di1signed Electric. 

Horsepower: 70 
Bnttet·ies: ;\Innufucturer: J?!~mte·Chle~rlde; Cells: 48 

, Fuel (oil) :·Gallons: 3425 · 

Acl of 10 .June 1896 :' 
· 'l'he S~'~r~n.rt of the N&vy is hereby nuthorlzP.d 

to contract !or ·the building· •:.f two. subi:m\r1ne torpe<'lo 
bo~n~> M .t.he Holland type. nt a cost not ·e::s:ceedlng or:.e 
hundred and s.eventy.:lve thousand dollnts eo.ch; s-a1J 
boat.'3 to be constructed and f'ieli,·ered to the X1H'y De­
partment within four monthe from tbC date or contract: 
Pr<ret.dcd, '.f'lJnt the HrJUo:nd bont now b~lng butlt for th{' 
De-partment !$hall be accepted by the Depnt•tment o.s tnl­
Alling all the rt-Q\Iirements (,( t.he contriH~t, anti as bE-ing 
satisfa02tory. to the Secretary of the Navy: but no action 
shaH 1:*. tnkl?n therein until snid Holland boat ... shall 
ha\'1;'. been !'nHy l'eilted to.th~ F;Utisfnction of the ::\et:t'et:ary 
ot t.he Na:1:r 9.nd thereupon accE!pted . , .· ." 

.{cf of 3 Jlarcil 1699: 
. ·· . Th~ ad of June tenth. eighteen hundred nnd 

ninety-~ix. !luthorizing' the construc.tion in the di!)cre~ 
ti~n M the Secre-tarr of the ~nvr;M two_$ut.marine boats. 
il'l herehy amemle(l ·so ns to permit the Sceretnry to·con­
tract tor two subrnarine·boats of the Hollit.nd tYI~. sl!ullar 
to the ~ubrnnrine- boat l~olland , ... " 

SS 1 HOLLAXD 
Built nt GNscent. Shipyard/ Eli2:abeth, ;.-.r, J. 
Keellni<l '4/11/00, C/)mmissiontxil0/12/00 · 
L_t. H. H. Calrl.well co~manding · 

1 Suncontraetor for J.· P. Hollttnrl Torredo Boat· Co. 
'Slx-bour 1'/ltt". • · 
1 Do.te purtho..ted b)' U.S. Nn.,.y. 

228 

ss 1 

Length Overall: :;3'10" 
Extre-r:ne Beam: 10'311 

:\'ormnl Displn<.~ement: 1l'Oni;: ()4; Me11n ,Dr'Sift: S'O" 
Submei·gcd Displacement: Tons: H 
Designed Complement: Off.: 1; Enl.: 6 
Designed Depth : 100' · · 
ArUlament: ·Ton~do Tubes:· (1) ~ 18"; Secondary: (1)' 

8".Ime1,1rnHtic d~·nnmite gun · 
Torpedoes: 3 
Designed Speed : Surfact-0. : 8; Sut)merged: 5 ::;-
En~ines: l\Io.nufnctul'er: Otto; Type: Gasoline lntern•J . 

CClmbu~tion; Designed Bra.ke.Horscpowcr: 45 ·.' 
Motors: ~fa.nu(acturer: Elec. Dy.; Designed BrakC Horae· .· 

1 

power.: 50 · · i ·:: 
Batteries: ~Iuuutacturer: EJ:ide; Cell::::: 60. 
Fuel: Gallons: 1050 

SS 2 A 1 (ex PLUNGER l. 
Built l:lt Cren('ent Shipyard,1 ElizaMtbport, ::-;, J. 
Keella!d 5/21/0l, Commissioned S/1&/03 

·Lt. C. P. Nelson comm.andl.ng 
' ss 2 it'' 

L<>ngth Ove••ll: 63'10" 
Extreme Beam: 11 '11'' 
:\'ormnl Di£ll'locem~nt; Te~ns: 107; )lE!2.n Drart: lO'_i" 
Submerg"e.d Displacement: ~rona: 123 
Designed CoiDpleiDent: Off. : 1; En!. : 6 
Designed Depth: 100' . 
Arma.m(;!nt: Torpedo Tubes: {1) lS''; SecondarY: None 
'J:Wpeooe• : 5 · ' 
De!:·dgned Speed: S\ufaCea. ~ 8; Subnt~rgW: 7 
Engines: Ma~ufaeturer: Otto: Type: Ga..soline: lnternal 

Combustion; DE:slgned Brak~ Horsepower: 160 
~1otOr$; ~IamJtacturer: Elec. Dr.; D~sign~d Brake Rorss-- -~, 

power: 1~0 1 
, .· -;:j 

Batteries: Manurncturer: E:tidc: Cells: 60 
Fuel: GallClns: 767 

Act 'ot i" June 1900: ~ 
' '' .... The·Secretary ot the Navy is hereby authorlzed 

:tod directed tO contrA.ct for 1h-e submarine t()rped() boats 
ot thE. Eollaod type of the·most improved desi~n, at a ... 
price not· ro exceed one hundred aud seventy tbousa.nd 
dollt\rs each: Pr&L'id6d. That 6U<'h boatij eha.ll be similar 
in dlmenslon:e to the proposed new Holland, plans and 
speeitlcations ot whi<:h were ~ubmitted to the Navy De­
partment by th~ Bolland Torpedo Bao.t Company Novetn~ 
ber t.wenty-thirc\, eighteen hundr'ed and niner~·-ni1l£~ ·. , .:· 

,RS a A 2 (ex ADDER) 
Built flt Cre$CerJt Shipyard,1 lllliznbetbport, N. J. 
Keel,laid 10/3/00, Commissioned 1/)2/03 · 
Ens. F. L. Pinney commanding 

SB 4 A 3 (ex GRA~IPUS) 
·. Built et Union Iron Wcrk$,1 San Francisco, Calif. 

Keel laid 12/10/00. Commissioned 5/28/03 
Lt. A. MacArthur~ Jr., C()mman_ding 

~S 5 . A 4 (ex MOCCASIN) 
Built ·at CreScent Shipyard,, EUzabethport, N. J. 
Keellatd 11;8;00. CommisRioned 1/17/0.~ 
ltn.s. J:c'. L. Pinney commanding 

'Or1gh'lfl.lb dt~!gra•d.for (2). 
. ~Two-hour rtltt'. · , 
4 C.om:rnc:t~ ,grft.ntcd ~lnllfi tl1le t\(:t rl!!~rr~~><l tn Actl'! o( 10 June::· 

1S96 nn~ S '-!Arch tS99. · : 
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tlon between July 1842 and February l!i44 and in the 
Mcdikrra.ncnn from 1\ls.y to Deeembn· 18-«. She rc· 
t1.1rned to the Brazn Station u fl.a~hip.between Novem .. 
ber 1845 and Oc!Qber 1847, 'and was placed in ordinary 
at Nvdulk Nony Yt~.nl upon h~::~r return home. Except 
for a cruise aa fiagship of the Home Squadron from 
January. 1853 to March 1855, she remained at Norfolk 
'until the outbreak of th.a Ci\TH war. t:otumbia was scut~ 
tled anrl burned by Unio:1 forces to avoid h~r ~a.pture by 
C<~nfedera';es umn the surrtnder of NorfOlk Navy Yard 
21 Aprill861. FolJow!ng lhe close of the war she waa 
raised and oold at Norfolk 10 October 1867. 

II 
(ScSt.: t. 503:-1.168': b. 25': dnh. 14': cvl.100i •-; 24-

pdr1 sb., 1 SQ.pdr. r.) , 

The second Columbia, n serew steamer was captured 
a· Augtnt 1862 by Sa.?ttiago de Cuba. while runn\ng the 
blockade off the coost of Florida; purcr.ased by the Navy 
f<om the Key West PtjT.e. Court 4 :-lovemb•r ~862: 
outfitted at New York Navy Yardj and o:ommisstonecl. 
sometime in DecemOOr, Acting V~>lunt.eer Lieutenant 
J.·P. Couthouv in cotnmamL ·. , -, . 

While &er'Ving with tho NOrth Atlantic Blockading 
Squadron off Wilmington, N.C., Columbia. ran aground 
~nd w~s: wra~ked ofF M:.uonboro l~Iot ld JQ.nuary 1868. 
Forty men of her crew, including her commanding offi­
~et1 were eap~ured by the Confeclerates.- _ 

Ill 

Columbia 

(IrcRarn: 1. 2Hr; b. 51'~'·; d:-. 13'6") 

The third Columbia, bunt in Charleston, S.C., in 
1861, fQr the Conltide:oa~ State~ Navy1 w~ :H::l~u- wh"n 
Union forces 0<:1:1,1pied Charleston in February 1865. 
Aground near Fort Moultril!:!, she was placed 'Under the 
\:Vtum~wJ. v! Lisutenant G. W. Hn,rwa.rd, raised on ~6 
APril 1866, and a mc•nth latEr t.Qwed to ~orfolk, Va. 
Co!umb·i;~- was drydocked o!'J. 0 June and ·re};lairs were 
begun, but on 15 J~.me, she was de';'ommissioned. and 
placed in ordinary.- Sha :-emained thus at Norfolk until 
sold on 10 Octob<r 1857. -

IV· 
( C"12: dp. 7.375: I. 418'1''; b. 68'2"; d~. 24'6"; s. 23 k.; 
· ~;:pl. 476; a .. 1_8'', 2 ~.,, 8 4'', '4 18'' tt..; ~L Colum.bia) 

The !ourth Colum.Oi12- (Gruiser No. 1~) \Vi.s laun~hed 
26 July 1892 by William Cramp & Sons Ship & Engine 
Building Co., Philadelphia, Po.; sponsor•d bv. Miss It. 
M.Ol'ton; and commissioned 23 April 1894, Captain 
G. W. Sumner in com:rnand. 

Columbin. joined th~ North At.h.,t.i(' SqT.tt\dr.,n. ~tnd 
from 30 Jui:y, 1894 to 5 January 1895 cruised to ~rotect 
American interests in the Caribbean. She visited Europe 
in tl-1• Sunu'I'IOt" o£ 1905 3.nd :rq::~re~:>entcd the U~.i.tc-d St.Atc.!:i 
at -th~ ceremonial ope!'! in~ of the Kiel· Canal in June. 
Rer.urnir~g to the east coaSt in August,· she opErated in 
th~: wc.:!tern .Atlantic until ISViu.l{ jn ordinary, In rese:l"ve 
at Phlladelphio NO\·y Yard 13 Ma;- 1897. . · 

Reconunia$ioned 15 Ma.reh 1898 for service in the 
Spantsh-Amerlcan war C:olumbi4 pat:-o!led along the 
Atlantic coast ar.d ln the West Indi'ls untn 26 August. 
.Sht convoyed troor.s to Puerto Rico and aided in ib 
occupation between July and 14 August. Colu?-n-bia. was 
df!cornmissioned anC placed in t"eserve at Philadelphia 

·.Navy Yard 21 MaT'I":h 1~~9. 
Following re<:ommis.sioning on 31 Augu'st 1902 Colt>m­

bia served a3 receiving ship a.t Nc'ill' York and. from 9 
NovQmbar 1003 0.1;1 Q pDrt of. the Atlantil! 'l':n:o.iulu~ 
Squadron. Once more out of commission ·a.t Philad<ilphia 
a May 1907 and 22 June 1915 the -cruiser'then 'joined 

the SubmBrine Flotilla•as flagship. After cruising be­
twe-=:n Lh~ v~dv"::; Allu.ntlc submarine bMea on !nspec· 
tion tou,. she was d•tached 19 April 1917. · 

Coh,ml>ia :pEltr<'llled off the Delaware B:n:!akwater f-rom 
Zl Aprii· .l9l'i as fiag;hip of ~quadron 5, .Patrol lforce 
ontil July where she joined the Cruiset Force ae a con­
voy escort. Between 1 January and 13 NoYember 1918 

.s.he .made five Atla:1tic escort voyages, protecting the 
Passage of men and· supplies 1or the Am~rican Exped.i· 
tionan-• Fo!'c.f'! in FTaM~:~o. -(')h hJ?r dehv:hrnent 7 JAnuAry 
1919, she became flagship of Squad:-on 2, Dest:rcyer 
For~e, Atl.e.ntic Flee~ operating along the east coast and 
in !ho c~ribbecm. ShQ WC).:I rcli~ved 63 t1Ag.ahlp ou 2!> 
May but cozitinued cruising until decommissioned at 
Pholad•lphia Navy Ysrd 20 June 1921. - · 

Ol~::~o~ified CA-113, l'i Jwly 1920, 5h~ was renamed Old 
Cotum.bia 17 No·rember 1921 and·sold 26 January 1922. 

.... 
Gr•at Northe;.,, (AC-9) (q.v.) was renamed Columbia .. · 

17 November 1921. 

VI 
IO~sc, dp. 1o,ooo: 1. o1o·1"; b. oo·~"; dr. zo·; s. aa k.; 

cpl. 992; a. 12 6", 12 5"; c!. Clevtland) .· 
c 

' Tht>: ~ivt.h Cnl11mbia (CL-58) wae l~unohod l'i·D~ccm 
, her '1941 by New York Shipbuilding Corp., ·Camden,, 

N.J.j sponsored by Mis!! J. A. Paschal; and commis· 
gionod 2P J;».ly 1042, Ca:l;)~in W .• 1,.. Ut't-.,n.l in wmmwt,J., 

Sailing from Norfolk 9 November 1942, Columloia 
arrived ~t EsPiritu Santo, New Hebrides, 10 December, 
1uid jvlued in the p•trots·WQ$t; of tbe Ne'VI-· ff~bridas in 
support of the continuing struggle fo:r G-uadli!lcanal. On 
29 January 1943, while cruisin£' off Rennel Island to 
covu the movement of transports to Guadalcanal, Co~ 
lumbia's group came under heavy air attack, and the 
2-day Battle c·f Renne! ·Island Tnllo~·"'rl, •.s:ith l~nd ~ml 
t'arrier~based aircraft joining in to· protect the Amer­
ican ships .. Columbia aided in stash:ng three enemy 
n_lAn~s in thiS! b.Qttio.· Saeed on E t~.tc fl:'om 1 f'cbrunry, 
Cohmbia contmued her pntroh: in the SobmJnS, and in 
June catt'led out a bombardment nnrl mining mission on 
the 20th Rr.d 30th, (:O(ordin.&t~-' .... lth l.ht: NE~w -Geurgia 
landings. On 11 and 12 J"ly, she bombBrded M 11oda, and, 
until f. September, when she uil~d !or a brief oveTha.u1. 
1$~· SyUnt::y·, patrolled southeast of the ~oJo:nons. 

ColumbifJ. rejoineC her division on 24 September 1948 
off Vella LaVella as p•trols to inter.,.pt Jat>anese 
shipp1ng ·continued. As_ Marine~ stormed .ashore on 
.Bougaimdlla 1 ~ovember, Colnmbia/s gune: ·pounded 
targ:ets on Buka a.rid Boni!' JUll'i in the Shortlands:., On 
the night of 2 November, her- force intt.:l'Ct!ipt0d a Japa~ 
mise group :s:;~.illng ~o sttack trar;:s;po.rts l:ring off Bou­
e:-~.ilivlil"'. I tho £\ll'ioue fl. htin of the B~~.btlf, o£ En· 
:press Au Usta a w olC resu ~ 
sm tng a a ane:se uutser and a umin 
t c n ,.nc ual. She continue 
support t e ouga~r.vJ e an tngf;l and bombard· targets 
in the Solorr.ons through Decemb-er. _ · 

Afl.t>i :;ralntng exercises 111 the .New 'Heb:ride:;:~ in J anu· 
· ary 1&44.: Columo;, helped ·spearhead the attack and 
occupa:ion of Nissar.

1 
one,of th~ Green Isl:lnd.P., from 1~ 

to 1~ J:o'ebruny_ Ear y in March iler gro\lp swept &long 
the lin1:1 between ,Truk and.Kcvieng in search of enemy 
shitmin2'. then cnvP.l'l"tf H~e MUUlt sond ¢cc·.:t"p.:.tioY, of 
Ernirau !~>land from 17 to 23 March. On 4 iq:ril Colum~ 
bia sailed from Port Purvis for an overhaul at San · 
Fra.nci~;e!.;, T'et\lrning- t-Q the Sok:mon~ 24 ·Augu&~;· · 
. Columbia ~ortied from ·Port Purvh: 6 September 1944 

with the coverin£' force for the landings in the Palaus, 
and remained vir Pt:lellu to pro\1dt:! guntir'e support to 
forces ashore and protectior. t.o aesa.ult shipping until 
her ~•tum to Man"s 28- Sept<mbet .. She sailed on 6 
OC'tc·ber, gu.s.::-ding the .t'orce which was to seize Dlnagat 
and other islands at th~ entTance of Leyte Gulf \\·hkh 
lT.U15t b·~ neutralized before the va.st. T.P.ytj) inv~'>ion fl~t 
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could enter the Gulf. These island• were taken:on 17 
October, and Colwin.Ma sailed on to' give gun!ire coYer to 
the main landinga 3 days later. But as the landings -
proceeded; thE Japanese fleet sailecl,Muth to give battle, 
and on the riight of 24 October, its southern force en­
'tered Lcyta Gulf thro\tgh Surig.ao Strait. Gallant at-­
tacks by motor tm·pedo ·boats and deatrcyers on the 

'J9.panese- forCe opened this phase of the decisive Battle 
for L•yte Gulf. Columbia with other <:ruisers had joined • 
the old BBs and lay in ,\vait. In a classic~l P • r, 

· an shi 'ca ped the T • pt.nose column,. 
wh1ch san n .. ~ 

bia 
group of unlanded transports. Her 
ment~ in ::s.ving their ship and <'arrying out 
sion _ without interruption wer~ recognized 
Na.vy Unit Commenc:!.a.tion for this opc:rntion. 
, Colwmbia recch·ed emergency repairs at· San P~dro 

Bay, Leytc, and sailed on to an o .. ·erhaul- on the we~t 
coast, retu:rning to Leyte 16 June 1945. Three days 
later she· sailed for Balikpa.pan, Borneo, off which she 

·lay from 2S June, guardi::g minesw~eping wh!ch pre­
ceded the invasion of the island on 1 July. She covered 
the lo.nding of A-ustralian troops, and ~ave. them gunfire 
eupport through .the n!ilxt day, a.ailing then to join TF 
95 in'.its rep"el:l.ted S\VI?eps ~gainst Jnpanc!!.e shipping _in· 

·the East China·Sea. At thG clo~e oft!";.~ war, she carried 
inspection parties to T1·uk, the important Japanese base 
bypasaed during the war, and carri,ed Arm;r pa~~enge't"s 
between Guam, Saipan, and lwo J1:na. unt1l s:.ubng for 
home 31 October.. . . 
, After ci'l:ing on the w~st coa~t, C"lu.~b•a. 0\l'r_tved ,<lit 
Philadelphia 5 December 1945 for overhn.ul nnd serv1ce 
training Naval ~e:~e.r-ve ,men 1.mt~l 1 July 1946, She was 

USS ColumiJl!s (CA-74), 
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. . . I 

deCOl"\"ln1i!J$iOned ~nd placed in res!!rve nt. Philad<£Ipilia 3('1 
November 1946j a.rid sold 18 February·195f( 
·-.In ad~!iti<in to the Nt1.sy Unit Commendation, Colum- · 
bta. recenred 10 battl~ stars for World 'Var II ser"(...-ice. 

Columbine 

A flowering herb. 

. I 

'(SwTu,;: t. 133; L ll7'; b. 36'; dph. 6'2''; cpl. 26; a. 2 
20-pdr. r,) · 

· 'fhe· fir$t Columb·ine, a side. wheel tug was built in 
New York dur!ng 1850 as A. H. Schu!tt;' purchased by 
the Navy 12 December 1862; outfitt~d'by Howe & Cope­
la.nd, New YOrk; and placed under. the c.omm~nd of' 
Acting Masttr J. S. Denni$. , 

C9l-u:mbi11e patrolled with the South Atll:lntic Blockad­
ing. Squadron off Port Royal, S.C., from 6 J anutlry 1862 
~ntH 11 February 1864 when she arrived at JackEonville 
Fla. From 9 to 12 March she participated in an expedi: 
tion up the St. ,John's and Ocklawaha Rivers during 
which she took one prize. On 22 Mny she again asCended 
the St, John's River hound !or the relief of besieged 
ArmY posts but the following dar she was captured and 
burned by the Confederat••· 

11 
The secor:d Columbine, a ughthou!}e t~nder,·se-rved.in 

the Navy from 11 April 1917 to 1 July 1919, as•i!l""ed w 
the 14th and 5th Naval Districts. 

Christopher Columb\ls (1451-1506), the <Ji;coverer of 
America. ' 
·Th~ capital city of Ohio. 

I 
(Ship: t. 200; cpl. 220; •· 18 3-pdr,, 10 6·pdr.) 

Tht first Coh(mbuR, a 24-gun 2.rmed 'ship; was built.a.t 
Philade-lphia in l774,as Sall-y; purchased for the Conti· 
nental Navy in November- .17·i5; Cs.ptain A. Whippledn 
command. , · · 

Between 17 February and 8 Ap.ril 177G, iri companr 
. with the other ships of Com1hodore E. Hopkins' squad· 
ron, Columbus took part in thf! expedition to New Provi­
dence, Bahnm~'ls_. where th~ til'!5t Navy-:\1.arinc amphibi· 
ous oper<'ltion eeizerl essential military suppl:.e~;~. On the 
return passa.ge, the sqtia.dron captured the British 
schooner. Ha.wk, on 4 ·April1 and brig- BaUon on the F.ith. 
On G April the squadron enga.tted HMS Glasgow \20): 
After 3 houi·s the action was broken off and GlasgoW 
escaped. lca\•ing her tender tfl be: captured. Later in 
1776 Cnlu.mbufl cruised off the New Englar:J c.on~t tak~ 
ing ftve prizes. Chaaed •shore on Point Judith, R.I., 27 
March 17i8 by 9. British scp.1adron, Cctu.mbu.s was 
stripped of .her sa.il!;t, mo~t. of hc.r rigging, and othH 
1;sable material by her Crew before beir.g abandoned. 
She wa~ b1;11."ned by. the enem}•. 

II 
( SL: t. 2,480: I. 191'10"; b. !;3'6"; dr. 25'; epl. 780;" 

•· 68 32-pdr., 24 42-pdr. car.) 
.~he ser.ond Columbus, rated a. 74~~n ship.:.of~the-line1 

was launched 1 March 1819 by Washingwn Navy Yard 
arid commissioned 7 September 1819, Master Com­

·.niandant J. H. ·Elton in comm~nd, 
·.: ,.:.clooring Norfolk, v •. , 28 April 1820 Columbu• served 
as'."fl.a.gl3hip for.Co:m.modor-f:! W. Bainbridge in the Mt!di­
terrancan until returning to Boston 28 July 1821. Serv· 
ing as. a tE!ceiving ship after 1838, she remained at 
Bostof}. in ordina-ry until sailing to t~c Mediterranean, 

i5o 

29 Aug-ust 1842, as flagship for C<:ml.modol'e. c .. Vl. Mor­
gan. On 24 Fe~ruUry 18•13, she sailed frOm Genoa, Italy, 
and reached RIO de Janeiro, Brazil 2!) July to bt!c.Ome 
flagship of the Brazil Squadron, Co~modore D. T\lrner. 

·She returned to New York 27 May 1844 for rcpliin · 
After embarking Commodore J. Bidd!e; Comrna~der 

Ea.st In~ies Squadron, she gailed 4 June 1845, for Can· 
ton, Ch1na, wher~· on 31 Decerilbcr CommodoN Biddle 
exchanged ratified· copies ot th~ first AmeriCan eom­
mercial treaty with Ch!ns.. Columbus remained there 
until. April 1811J when 3he sailed for Japa·n to attempt 
openmg Japan to Amc:rica.n commerce. She rn.ised 
Tokyo Ba.y 19 July in company with Vi-n<:ennes but 
~u::hi~ved no success. Recalled at the outbreak of the 
Mextcan War Col-u.mbas rea.cheJ Valparai::o, Chill:!, in 
DecE!mber and arrived off Monterey, Calif., 2 Marc.h 

_1847. :roo l.arge to be useful in t.1e California operations 
the Shlp sa1led from San Francisco 25 Julv for Norfolk 
arriving 3 Ma-r:ch 1848.. , · · . . ' 
. , At Norf9lk Navy· Yard, Cult~mbus lay in ordinary un­
ttl ~0 Apr1\ 1861 when !Jhe was ~SUnk by withdrawing 
Umon forces to prevent he.r -falling into Confederate 
hands. . · · ' 

III 
(CA-74: dp. 13,600; 1. .674'11'.'; b. 70'10"; dr: 26'5"; 

s. 32.6 k.: cpl. l 1902"; a"9 B'', 12 _5'1 ; cl. Eq,.ltimore) 

The third Columbu• (CA-74) was la~n<hed 30 Novem­
ber 1944 .by Bethlehem SteE!l Co., Quincy, Mass.; spOn: 
so red by Mrs .. ··E. G. :\1eyere; and commi:=.sioned S June. 
19·15, Captain A. Hobbs in ~omrnand. 

~oining the Padflc Fleet, Columbus reached Tsingtao, 
Chma, 13 January 1946 for occupation duty. On 1 April 
she helpi'!d ·w ~;~ink 24. Japane!:ie submarines~ prizes of 
war, and n<:-xt day sailed .for San Pedro, Calif. For the 
t'ema.ind~r {)f the )1ea.r t she operated in" west coast waters, 
t~en made a second Far Eastern cruise from 15 Ja.nunry 
to 12 Juna: 1947. , . 

Aft.er west i;:0:1St operation"s and ·an o\'erhaul at Puget 
Sound Naval Shipyard, Columb1ts cleared Bremerton 
12 April HJ18 to ,ioin the Atlilntic Fleet, arriving at 
Norfolk, Va., 19 M.ay. C.ohim0u8 made 'two cruis&s as· 
A.agship <lf Cornrnand~r-in-Chief, Naval Forces Eastern 
Atlantic _and Mediterranean, from 13 S•ptember 1948 
to 15 Dec~mber H!49 El.nd from 12 June 1950 to ·5 October 
1951,_ and one l;I.S fl.aA"ship of Supreme Allied Commander, 
Atlantic, during parts of NATO Operation 11 M&inbrace'' 
from 25 Augu.st to 29 S12p~m.ber 1952. She cruised in 
the Mediterranean from 0<'toher 1952 throug-h January· 
1953

1 
:>erving part of tht.tt tim€!· as flagship of the Gth 

Fleet. Now fl~g:ship o! Crui8Et" Divisiu"!'l 6, sh(! ret"Jrri.ed 
to the ~cditt:rrranc~n from September 1954 tO January 
19.)0. Betw~n' d~r!oynHmtA, Cnl?tmbu..s: received neces­
sa.ry o:verhauls.and carried out training ope.rs.tjon$ alo:ng 
the €nat coa:~t nnd -in t.he Caribbean. 

Reassigned to the Pacific Fleet, Columbus dearcd _ 
Boston .s Nov~mb~r 1955 for_ Long Beach, Calif .. where 
she arrn·ed 2 Dec:.emh~r . .Tuat a month later O""- 5 Ja.nu­

_at.:Y l956, she sailed· for Yokosuka, Japan. 8.
1

nd· operated 
With thii! 7th· Fl~~t until she returned to· Long Beach 8 
,July. Colmnbns made two more crilises to the Far East 
in 195/.and 1958. During the la.tc summer of 1958, her 
preeen~e was, a rl;!minder of American strength and 
m~e~est as she patrolled the Taiwan Straits d".Jring th~ 
crlSlS brought. on by thl: renewed shellin~ of th€ offshore 
islands by the" -Chinese Communists. On 8 May 19159, 
Columbus went out of commission at Puget Sound Na'Val 
Shipyard to begin her' c.oTtver~ion to a ~ided mi:s$ile: 
cruiser. and sht \Vas reclassified CG-12 ·so September 
1959.' ' 

Colu.Ja. 

A c.ollnty in Califor'nia. 

(APA-74; dp. 4,247; lc426': b. 58'; dr. 16'; •· 16.9 k.; 
cpl. 370; a, 1·~";. cl. Gillia,.l. 
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The Associated Press 

The materials in the AP file were compiled by The Associated Press. These materials 
may not be republished without the express written consent of The Associated Press. 

' ' ' 

July 21, 1990, saturday, AM cycle 

SECTION: Domestic News 

LENGTH:. 498 ,words 

HEADLINE: President and Mrs. Bush Christen Nation's Newest Aircraft Carrier 

BYLINE: By D.W. PAGE, Associated Press Writer 

DATELINE: NEWPORT NEWS,, Va. 

BODY: 

President Bush reminisced about his days as a naval aviator at Satur~ay's 
christening of the nuclear-powered aircr:aft carrier George Washington. 

"Things were quite different then," said Bush, who flew as a carrier pilot in World 
War IT. "The planes were slower, the ships were smaller. · 

"And as I looked around at these admirals and some of the enlisted men and 
women I had the privilege to meet with, they all seem younger today," Bush told a 
crowd of about 15,000 at Newport News Shipbuilding. · 

·The $$3.57 billion George Washington is the sixth Nimitz-class carrier built at the 
only shipyard in the nati01i capable of building the huge warships. · 

.The last ship riamed the George Washington was the country's first submarine 
capable of firing Polaris missiles. 

"That was in 1960. We faced the dangers and uncertainities of a new kind of threat 
then- the nuclear Cold War," Defense Secretary Dick Cheney said in introducing 
Bush." ... The submarine George'Washington helped provide the deterrence our 

freedom required." · · 

Calling the aircraft carriers the nation's "designated hitters," Cheney said the carrier 
George Washington would help provide the same strength and security to maintain 
peace .. 

Bush said the carriers are "an indispensable element of our nation's defense, 
projecting power and preserving peace .... So today, we must maintain a policy of 



peacetime engagement and armed forces sufficient to sustain our national interest" 

"We will not shrink from this responsibility," Bush said. "And let the George , 
Wiishington proclaim America's commitment to remain forever free." 

The crowd cheered and waved flags as first lady Barbara Bush christened the ship 
with the traditional bottle of champagne. As the bottle broke on the ship's 

bow, the ship's sirens and horns sounded and four Navy jets flew overhead. 

Construction of the 91,487-ton ship began in 1986. Refinements in construction 
techniques have speeded the building of the Nimitz carriers, and the George 

· Washington wa!i completed nearly two years faster than the first of its_class. · 
' ' ' ' .- . . ' 

Two other Nimitz carriers are under construction at the yard. 
. ~ . - I 

When the Washington is commissioned in late 1991, the ship ill be home to 2.800 
officers and sailors. Aftother 2.700 will be aboard when the ship adds it air wing of 
85 aircraft 

. The carrier measures 1,040 feet from bow to stem and 1,092 feet on its flight deck. 
From its keel to th~' top of the its mast ~ ship is 244 feet high - the equivalent of a· 
24-story buildi~g. · · 

. . 

The galley will serve 18,150 meal~ a day. The ship can travel more than 45 mph at 
full speed, and its'air-<:onditioning plant 'can cool the equivalent of 2.000 homes. The 
ship has more than 900 miles of electrical cable, more,than 1 million tubes, transistors 
and diodes, and more than 2.000 telephones in its 3,000 compartments. 

The ship will be able to travel 800,000 miles to 1 million miles before its nuclear . 
reactors need refueling .. 

The Washington is the 26th carrier built at the yard. 

GRAPHIC: LaserPhoto NEW2.5 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 



Proprietary to the United Press Intemational1990 

July 21, 1990, Saturday, BC cycle 

SECTION: Regional. News 

DISTRIBUTION: Virginia 

LENGTH: 476 words 
' 

HEADLINE: Bush, first lady to christen carrier 

DATELINE: NEWPORT NEWS, Va:. 

BODY: 

A crowd· of 25,000 to 30,000 was expected Saturday at Newport News 
Shipbuilding, where President Bush and the first lady were tohelp christen the 
aircraft carrier USS George Washington. 

The traditional honor of breaking a bottle of champagne across the bow ofthe · 
latest Nimitz-class carrier wa8 to fall to Barbara Bush after remarks by her husband. 
Also participating in the event wail to be their daughter, Dor_othy LeBlond. 

' 
·In his address, the President was expected to criticize congressional Democrats 

who are seeking additional cuts in defense spending. · 

House Armed.Services.Committee leaders said Thursday they would reduce by 
$6billion the $289 billion military spending plan approved by the Senate Armed 
Services Committee last week. The Senate plan was $18 billion below what Bush had 
sought 

The spending plan calls for a 5 percent cut in the military budget yextyeitr. The · 
Bush administration .had endorsed cuts of 2 percent 

The Bushes were to make the round trip aboard Air Force One, curlving 
anddeparting at Langley Air Force Base. 

· Two years worth of work remain to finish the George Washirigtoit. The ship,its 
keel laid in August 191;!6, is. scheduled to be completed in J~y 1992 

Saturday night, following the ceremony, the ship will be moved to anoutfitting 
pier where workers will continue to add equipment and test the vessel. 

After the ship is moved, work will accelerate on the next aircraft carriersunder 
contract at the shipyard, Virginia's largest private employer. The keel for the John C. 

. ' . 



Stennis is scheduled to be laid in Decem~r, and work will begin on the United 
States in August 1992 

· After the United States, slated for deli~er}r in 1998, the future of theshipyard's 
carrier work is in doubt 

The Navjr plans to ask for long-lead funding in fiscal year 1994 for 
anotherNimitz..class carrier, but those plans could be jeopardized by a Senate . 
directive to stUdy the. future of aircraft carrier technology. · · ' 

. I 

\ 
· The yard is negotiating with the Navy for a $2 billion overhaul andrefueling of the 

USS Enterprise, the Navy's oldest nuclear-powered carrier. The company expects to · 
. follow up with similar contracts for Nimitz-class carriers. 

Newport News Shipbuilding employs about 28,000 and has an annual payroll 
ofabout $947 million. · 

Between 8,000 and 10,000 workers contribute in some way to building acarrier at 
Newport News; and the company says each job generates another four outside the 
yard. 

The Bushes visited the yard in 1981 when he was vice president to christenthe Los 
Angeles-class submarine USS Houston. ·,. 

I . 

Saturday's visit is the third trip Bush has made to Hampton Roads asPresidenl 

He spoke to the crew aboard the aircraft carrier USS America in January 1989and 
returned in April for a memorial service for 47 sailors killed in an explosion aboard 
the battleship USS Iowa. · · · · ·· 

' LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

' 



Proprietary to the United Press Intemational1981 

May 16, 1981; Saturday, PM cycle 

SECTION:. Domestic News 

LENGTH: 304 words 

. BYLINE: By DIANE CURTIS 

. DATELINE: PASCAGOULA, Miss. 

BODY: 

First lady Nancy Reagan struck a clean blow with a ~ttle of champagne todayto 
christen the USS Ticonderoga, a computer-age cruiser which Defense Secretary 
Caspar Weinberger said could defeat any threat on the high seas. 

The ceremonies at Ingalls Shipyard on the Mississippi gU.lf coast were attended by 
about 5,000 peoJ?le. 

"President Reagan arid Lremain convinced that the U.S. Navy must, and will, reign 
supreme on the seas," Weinberger said. · 

' . . 
He said the Ticonderoga, with a new and sophisticated computer system, "can 

today defeat any threat to naval forces known or projected·" He described the new 
class of crui5er as "the most capable anticairwarfare system ever put to sea" and said 
the ceremonies symbolize President Reagan's '!determination to restore Ameriea's 
strength. · · 

The Ticonderoga is among five such vessels being built by Ingalls.· 

They are the first guided missile cruisers with the Aegis air defense and radar 
missile system, w}rich is designed to detect, classify and track targets in the air, on · 
the surface and under the sea. 

' The shipS are to protect the Navy's aircr'aft carrier battle groups from air attack, . 
particularly from the threat of cruise missiles. · 

. The Ticonderoga class, considered the nation's most important non-nuclear 
shipbuilding program, is armed with surface-to-surface missiles, two five-inch guns, ' 
torpedoes and anti-submarine rockets. · 

It will have 23 officers and a crew of 323. 

Ingalls Shipyard is scheduled to deliver the Ticonderoga to the Navy in early 1983. 

' 



He noted that Reagan is proposing a $326 billion increase in the defense budget, 
pay raises for _the military, construction of more ships and re-activation of two .battle 

·ships and one carrier. 

The christening ceremony, Weinberger said; symbolizes Reagan's "determination to 
restore America's strength." · . . . 

Lehman called the christening."a great symbolic occasion- an occasion that marks 
the end Of One era and the. beginning Of another. II 

' He said the United States had gone through a "period of self-doubt as to whether 
we could cope,with proble~ at home·and·abroad." 

The Ticonderoga and at least five more of the new class of $1 billion cruisers being 
built at Ingalls have been 10 years in the planning. 

The ships are the first surface combat guided missile cruisers with the AegiS 
weapons system_ a sophisticated air defense and radar missile system designed to 
quickly detect, classify ·a~d /.targets in the air, on the surface and under the sea. 

They are des~ed to protect the Navy's aircraft earner battle group from air a~ck, 
'-.. ~ . . . . . 

particularly from the ilifeat of cruise missiles. . . . 

The Ticonderoga class, considered the most important non-nuclear shipbuilding . 
program in the.United States, is armed with surface-to-surface missiles, .two five-inch 
guns, torpedoes,_ anti-submarine rockets. It has a complement of 23 officers and 323 
enlisted men. · 

Adm. Thomas HayWard, chief of naval operations, said that despite the fact the 
Soviets ~ve placed in their fleet a 25,000-ton nuclear powered battle cruiser with one 

. of the best weapons systemS in the world "ours is a generation ahead of it." He said 
the long range missiles on the ship number four times as many as the Soviets have 
and can go four times as far. · 

He also said the Russians spent more than double on their latest cruiser than the . 
u.s.' . . 

At a reception for the first lady after the christening, Mrs. Reagan told Navy 
personnel and Ingalls officials they have allowed her to "redeem myself and I am 
very grateful to you. 

She recalled that she had tri~ to christen a ship a few years ago "and I couldn't 
make the bottle break," 

t 
l .. 



She said she stili' has the bottle at home and was afraid that she would go down in 
· history, like Bess Truman before her, for failing to smash the dwnpagne bottle at a 
ship's christening. "I christened a ship properly," she prouldly told the crowd. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
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CiilliNIERAL CVNAMIC:& 

3190 Fairview P8ri: Drive, Falls Chure"h. Virginia 220#1·4523 
703·875-SOOO 

JAMES E. TURNER. JR. 

Biographical Sketch * 

James E. Turner, Jr. was appointed executive vice president-marine, land 
systems and services for General Dynamics, Corporation in February 1 991. 

Mr. Turner was named corporate vice president and general manager -
Electric Boat Division in 1988 after serving tor 25 years with Newport NeWs 
Shipbuilding Company of the Tenneco Corporation and six years With the 
Westinghouse Corp. He joined Newport News in 1957 and advat!Ced through 
several positions including design engineer; operations supervisor; 
superintendent-machine shops; manager-Steel Hull Division; and manager of 
manufacturing. 

He moved to Westinghouse Corp. in 1975 as vice president-operations of 
Offshore Power Systems and in 1978 was named general manager-Nuclear 
Components Division. He rejoined Newport News lri 1981 as vice president­
technical and was named vice president-marketing and contracts in 1984; 
senior vice president-overhaul and repair in 1985; and executive vice president 
in 1987. 

; 1 ,; , , (11<rw~v; ·:_-·:(::~·~;~·,,;;,~:".;··'"I.,) 

·: . v :.;;, !i :: ·:· •· .~Pfii,b(SJi ., , · ' •' he received his bachelor's degree 
in etmniflronnn·e Jrgrnra o ytechnlc Institute In 1956. He also attended 
advanced management programs at the University of Virginia in 1968 and at 
Harvard Un!verslty in 1982. 

He and his wife, Elizabeth, have two sons. 

fl # # 

January 1 993 

* In March of 1993, J, E. Turner returned to Groton as President of 
Electric Boat, also retaining his Corporate Executive Vi!=e President title. 
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A History of Electric Boat 
Founded in order to bring to comple­

tion the construction of Holllm4, a 54-foot 
submersible vessel that was powered on 
the surface by a SO-horse-power gasoline 
engine and by electric batteries when 
submerged, Electric Boat produced the 
world's first practieoll submarine. In· 
vented by John Philip Holland, known as 
the "fathern of the modem submarine, 
Holllmd was his sixth prototype subma· 
rine. It was accepted by the US. Navy 
Aprilll, 1900, marking the beginning of 
the U.S. Submarine Force. 

Subsequently, Eledric Bwt Company 
has held a. reputation for more than 90 
years as the free world's pioneer designer 
and builder of submarines. The comer­
stone for that reputation was laid February 
7,1899, when lawyer and financier 
Isaac Rice merged fol.lr separate entities-

· Electric Storage Battery Co., Electric 
Vehicle Co., Electro Dynamic and Electric 
Launch Co.- into the Electric Boat 
Company. 

Rice moved the company forward, 
acquiring the New London Ship and 
Engine Company in Groton, Cotllll!cticut, 
on May 15, 1911. 1his new subsidiary 
built diesel engines to power submarines 
arid commercial surface ships. In 1913, 
Groton-built d.iesels supplied the power 
for the first SeJZwolf (H-1) and N12utilus 
(H-2). 

During the first World War, Electric 
Boat Company proved itself through 
extensive contracts. Besides delivering 85 
submarines to the Navy and overhauling 
another 30, the Electric: Launch Company 
in BayoMe, New Jersey (renamed ELCO), 
constructed S50 submarine chasers for 

England. Another subsidiary, the Subma· 
rine Boat Company in Port Newark, New 
Jersey, received contracts for 150 cargo 
ships, prefabricated vessels made of struc­
tural steel and a precursor of the famous 
Liberty ships of the 1940s. Meanwhile, the 
Groton plant was busy building diesel 
engines, high-pressure air compressors, 
torpedo tubes, canning towers and peri­
scopes for submarines under construction 
elsewhere. 

Before 1924, mec:tric Boat had no ship­
yard of its own. Although the company 
designed i~ submarines, it contracted the 
construction to shipyards in New Jersey, 
Massachw;etts, California and Washing­
ton. Receiving an order in 1924 and 1926 
for four submarines. from the Republic of 
Peru, the company deci~d to expand its 
diesel engine plant at Groton and establish 
a building yard on the Thames River. 
These four subma.rines were the first to be 
built in Groton.. 

. The first submarine for the U.S. Navy 
built at Groton was Cuttlefish, lau.nched in 
November of 1933. The ship was partially 
welded rather than entirely riveted. 
Thereafter, all submarines were com· 
pletely welded- an important 'Electric 
Boat contribution to submarine technol­
ogy. Cuttlefish was also the prototype fo 
the famed World Warn "fleet-type" 
submarines. 

Durix\g the early 1940s, as the nation 
again prepared for war, work at the 
Groton plant intensified Prom a work 
force of 2,300, the population at Electric 
Boatgrew to over 12,400 people during 
peak wartime production. The company 
boasted 21 building ways, with a subma-
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rine launched every-two weeks. To ac­
c:ozn:nodate this activity, the coinpany 

· expanded an area south of the main yard, 
patriotically dubbed the Victory Yard, 
which became operational July 22, 1942, 
with the keel-laying of the submarine 
Dace. In total, 74 submarines were deliv­
ered to the Navy from the Groton Plant, 
more than any other government cr pri­
vate shipyard in the country. 

Besides vessels at-Groton, the company 
supervised construction of 28 submarines 
at Manitowcx: Shipbuilding Company in 
Wisconsin. At Bayonne, the ELCO Divi­
sion turned out 398 motor patrol (PT) 
boats, the world's fastest combat vessels. 
Electro Dynamic produced thousands of 
auxiliary electric motors for submarines, 
tariJcers and battleships. For wartil:ne 
production, the Navy awatded Electric 
Boat its maximum citation- an "E" with 
four stars. This accomplishment was 
matched by the battle exploits of com­
pany-built submarines and PT boats. 
Electric: Boat submarines accounted f~ 39 
percent of all Japanese ships sunk (1,178 
merchant vessels and 214 warships). 
Among the submarines, Flasher holds the 
record for tonnage sunk (100,231), while 
Tautog sank the greatest number of enemy 
ships (26). The scrappy action of the PT 
boats in the Pacific helped turn the tide of 
battle. 

Following the war, Electric Boat contin­
~d to pioneer submarine construction. In 
1952, the company secured the contract to 
build the world's first nuc:lear-powered 
submarine, Nautilus. As it prepared for 
this technological turnil'lg point, tfu! com­
pany was :wned the founding division of 
the new General Dynamics Corporation. 
Under the aegis of Captain Hyman G. 
Rickover, head of the newly established 
Naval Reactors Branch of the Atomic 
Energy Commission, Electric Boat moved 

PRGE B4 

ahead with the development of hulls with 
nuclear systems and components. Nauti­
lu!f! waa christened by ;First Lady Mamie 
Eisenhower and launched on January 21, 
1954, an event to be exceeded in impor­
tance only by the first sea trial of the 
submarine on January 17, 1955. Leaving 
the pier, N~D~tUus signaled to shore the 
now.classic message: "UnderW'ay on 
nuclear power."· An era was born. 

Nizutilus was followed by successively 
mo:e advanced types of nuclear·powered 
submarines - Seawolf, Skate, Skipjtzdc, 
Tritcm, Tullibet, and subsequently Gecrrge 
Washington and Patrick Hen1'1J, vessels 
capable of launching nuclear-armed mis· 
siles from beneath the surfa~ to targets 
hundreds of miles away. Bac:h atmed with 
16 Polaris missiles, these were the first two 
Fleet Ballistic MisSile (FBM) submarines. 

Electric Boat also built £than Allen 
and Thtmuls A. Edison, first ships of an 
advanced class of Polaris Sl.lbmarine, and 
the lead ship and 12 others of the LAfayette 
Class, a more advanced type .of FBM 
submarirle designed to fire the A-3 Polaris . 
missile. In 1970, the division completed 
the first r;onversion of a Polaris submarine 
Uames Madisun) to Poseidon missile c:apa· 
bility, to be followed by nine more. The 
shipyard al50 built eight deep·sea research 
submarines, including NR-l, the first 
nuclear-powered research vessel, for 
exploring the oc:ean floor. 

In the early 1970s, the division was· 
c:hallenged with building a newly ap­
proved attack submarine, which would 
become tfu! SSN688 Class. Measuring 360 
feet and weighing 6,900 tons, these N!W 

boats were designed to be faster and better 
armed than their predecessors. Following 
more than a dozen years of steady produc­
tion and having delivered 22 attack sub­
marines, Electric Boat delivered. San juan, 
the first improved 668-class submarine, in 



-------------
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1988. Incorporating sigrlificant: enhance­
ments, these boats featu,re the new BYS-1 

· c::oznba.t system, retractable bow planes, 
;uui a hardened sail to break through ice 
when su:rfadng during Arctic operations. 
Including ~ futm, Electric Boat has 
delivered seven submarines of the I-688 
Oass, with four still under amstruction. 

The shipyard's most complex design 
contract was awarded in 1971 for the 
successor to the Polaris and Poseidon 
strategic submarines, a vessel designed to 
fire Trident ballistic missiles and able to 
carry SO pacem more misslles than previ· 
ous submarines (24 compared to 16). The 
construction contract for the lead ship 
Ohi4 followed in 1974. Trident subma­
rines, at 560 feet long and d.l.splacing 
18,750 tons, are the nation's first line of 
defense ~0 the next century and serve 
as undersea intercontinental r:nis&ile­
launchirig platforms that are virtually 
undetectable. 

To build these massive subll'lal'ines, 
Electric Boat invested hundreds of mil­
lions of dollars in developing construction 
fac:ilities that rank among the most mod­
ern and sophisticated in the free world. 
One is a $UO million Automated Frame 
and Cylinder Manufacturing Facility at the 
company's plant in Quonset Point, Rhode 
Island, where hull cylinder shells and 
frames are fabricated and installed. The 
other is the $150 million, eight-acre Land 
Level Submarine Construction Facility at. 
the Groton shipyard.. where a modular 
assembly process is employed through the 
movement of hull cylinders on a grid 
system of rail tracks and transfer cars as 
the submarine takes shape. 

Because of its many advantages, in· 
eluding greater missile capacity, fully 
integrated command and control system 
and larger and more sensitive sonar gear, 
Trident has been consis~tly praised for 
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being the most cost-effective and least 
vulnerable leg of the strategic triad. The 
T~ent'Class numbetJ 18 submarines: 
13 have been delivered With five more 
under construction. Beginning with the 
ninth.Trident (TmMsee), all carry the 
longer range Trident n missile. 

Electric Boat's current challenge is to 
position itself for the tlst century with 
Stll'UJOlf, the next-generation attack subma­
rine, and latel' in the decade, Centurion, the 
successor submarine expected to join the 
Submarine Force after the year 2000. 
Electric Boat was awarded the lead ship 
contract for Smwoif(SSN21) in January of 
1989, a victory that was followed on May 
3, 1991, with the contract fur the second 
submarine, Connecticut (SSN22), after a 
lengthy competitive process. Despite an 
attempt to curtail the StilWO/fprogram 
after just one boat, Electric Boat })as 
embarkeci on the construction of SSN22 
and is working to secure the contract 
forSSN'23. · 

In the meantime, as the company 
adjusts to changing U.S. defense require­
ments, Electric Boat's top business priority 
is to become the sole submarine supplier 
to the U.S. Navy. Becomlng the lead 
design agent for Cmturion and securing 
the lead ship contract are anticipated 
milestones in the futui'e story of Electric 
Boat 
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The Associated Press 

The materials in the AP file were compiled by The Associated Press. These materials 
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July 21, 1990, Saturday, AM cycle 

SECTION: Domestic News 

LENGTH: 498 words 

HEADLINE: President and Mrs. Bush Christen Nation's Newest Aircraft Carrier 

BYLINE: By D.W. PAGE, Associated Press Writer 

DATELINE: NEWPORT NEWS, Va. 

BODY: 

President Bush reminisced· about his days as a naval aviator at Saturday's 
christening of the nuclear-powered aircraft carrier George Washington. 

"Things were quite different then," said Bush, who flew as a carrier pilot in World 
War II. "The planes were slower, the ships were smaller. 

"And as I looked around at these admirals and some of the enlisted men and 
. women I had the privilege to meet with, they all seem younger today," Bush told a 
crowd.of about 15,000 at Newport News Shipbuilding. 

The $$3.57 billion George Washington is the sixth Nimitz-class carrier built at the 
only shipyard in the nation capable of building the huge warships. 

The last ship named the George Washington was the country's first submarine 
capable of firing Polaris missiles. 

"That was. in 1960. We faced the dangers and uncertainities of a new kind of threat 
then- the nuclear Cold War," Defense Secretary Dick Cheney said in introducing 
Bush." ... The submarine George Washington helped provide the deterrence our 
freedom required." 

Calling the aircraft carriers the nation's "designated hitters," Cheney said the carrier 
George Washington would help provide the same strength and security to maintain 
peace. 

Bush said the carriers are "an indispensable element of our nation's defense, 
projecting power and preserving peace .... So today, we must maintain a policy of 



peacetime engagement and armed forces sufficient to sustain our national interest" 

"We will not shrink from this responsibility," Bush said. "And let the George 
Washington proclaim America's commitment to remain forever free." 

The crowd cheered and waved flags as first lady Barbara Bush christened the ship 
with the traditional bottle of champagne. As the bottle broke on the ship's 

bow, the ship's sirens and horns sounded and four Navy jets flew overhead. 

Construction of the 91,487-ton ship began in 1986. Refinements in construction 
techniques have speeded the building of the Nimitz carriers, and the George 
Washington was completed nearly two years faster than the first of its class. 

Two other Nimitz carriers are under construction at the yard. 

When the Washington is commissioned in late 1991, the ship ill be home to 2.,800 
officers and sailors. Another 2.,700 will be aboard when the ship adds it air wing of 
85 aircraft · 

The carrier measures 1,040 feet from bow to stem and 1,092 feet on its flight deck. 
From its keel to the top of the its mast the ship is 244 feet high - the equivalent of a 
24-story building. 

The galley will serve 18,150 meals a day. The ship can travel more than 45 mph at 
full speed, and its air-conditioning plant can cool the equivalent of 2.,000 homes. The 
ship has more than 900 miles of electrical cable, more than 1 million tubes, transistors 
and diodes, and more than 2.,000 telephones in its 3,000 compartments. 

The ship will be able to travel 800,000 miles to 1 million miles before its nuclear 
reactors need refueling. 

The Washington is the 26th carrier built at the yard. 

GRAPHIC: LaserPhoto NEW2.,5 
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July 20, 1990, Friday, BC cycle 

SECTION: Regional News 

DISIRmUfiON: Virginia 

LENGTH: 477 words 

HEADLINE: Bush, first lady to christen carrier 

DATELINE: NEWPORT NEWS, Va. 

BODY: 

A crowd of 25,000 to 30,000 are expected Saturday morning at Newport News 
Shipbuilding, where President Bush and the first lady will help christen the aircraft 
carrier USS George Washington. 

The traditional honor of breaking a bottle of champagne across the bow ofthe 
latest Nimitz-class carrier will fall to Barbara Bush after remarks by her husband. 
Also participating in the event will be their daughter, Dorothy LeBlond. 

In his address, the President was expected to criticize congressional Democrats 
who are seeking .additional cuts in defense spending. 

House Armed Services Committee leaders said Thursday they would reduce by 
$6billion the $289 billion military spending plan approved by the Senate Armed 
Services Committee last week. The Senate plan was $18 billion below what Bush had 
sought 

The spending plan calls for a 5 percent cut in the military budget yextyear. The 
Bush administration had endorsed cuts of 2 percent 

The Bushes were to make the round trip aboard Air Force One, arriving 
anddeparting at Langley Air Force Base. 

Two years worth of work remain to finish the George Washington. The ship,its 
keel laid in August 1986, is scheduled to be completed in July 1992 

Saturday night, following the ceremony, the ship will be moved to anoutfitting 
pier where workers will continue to add equipment and test the vessel. 

After the ship is moved, work will accelerate on the next aircraft carriersunder 
contract at the shipyard, Virginia's largest private employer. The keel for the John C. 



Stennis is scheduled to be laid in December, and work will begin on the United 
States in August 1992. 

After the United States, slated for delivery in 1998, the future of theshipyard's 
carrier work is in doubt 

· The Navy plans to ask for long-lead funding in fiscal year 1994 for 
anotherNimitz-dass carrier, but those plans could be jeopardized by a Senate 
directive to study the future of aircraft carrier technology. 

The yard is negotiating with the Navy for a $2 billion overhaul andrefueling of the 
USS Enterprise, the Navy's oldest nuclear-powered carrier. The company expects to 
follow up with similar contracts for Nimitz-class carriers. 

Newport News Shipbuilding employs about 28,000 and has an annual payroll 
ofabout $947 million. 

Between 8,000 and 10,000 workers contribute in some way to building acarrier at 
Newport News, and the company says each job generates another four outside the 
yard. 

The Bushes visited the yard in 1981 when he was vice president to christenthe Los 
Angeles-class submarine USS Houston. 

Saturday's visit is the third trip Bush has made to Hampton Roads asPresidenl 

He spoke to the crew aboard the aircraft carrier USS America in January 1989and 
returned in April for a memorial service for 47 sailors killed in an explosion aboard 
the battleship USS Iowa. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
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LENGTH: 630 words 

BYLINE: By JOYCE A. VENEZIA, Associated Press Writer 

DATELINE: GROTON, Conn. 

BODY: 

The world's first nuclear-powered submarine, the Nautilus, with its pioneering 
atomic engines forever stilled, was towed horne Saturday to become part of a 
national museum near the place where it was buill 

Welcome-home festivities were open to thousands of spectators on both sides of 
the Thames River, the location of the U.S. Naval Submarine Base and the Electric 
Boat shipyard in Groton. 

About 300 small boats decked out in signal flags and blowing fog horns welcomed 
the Nautilus and its two tugboats into the Thames, and it was preceded by the tall 
ship Providence, a replica of the first Navy ship commanded by Revolutionary War 
hero John Paul Jones. · 

A Navy band on a pier at the submarine base struck up the John Philip Sousa 
march "Washington Post'' as the Nautilus, showing some signs of rust, neared the 
end of its last voyage, and cannons were fired from the deck of the Providence. 

Rear Adrn. J.D. Williams, commander of the Navy's Sub Group Two, told a large 
crowd that when the Nautilus was first christened it "represented a triumph of 
American. technology." 

"Today that picture has changed some," Williams said. "We no longer hold a clear 
lead" in nuclear warfare because of advances by the Soviet Union. 

"We cannot afford to compromise the present unless we mortgage the future," he 
said. "The Nautilus is more than just a tourist attraction. She serves as a reminder of 
our future." 

The vessel will be prepared for a berth as the centerpiece of an $8 million museum 



and library, opening in April1986, dedicated to the history and development of 
submarines. It also returns home as Connecticut's official state ship. 

The Nautilus, its atomic core removed in 1980 at decommissioning, left the Mare 
Island Naval Shipyard near San Francisco under tow in May, lacking a crew and 
power, for the 6,000-mile voyage to Groton via the Panama Canal. 

The Nautilus was christened here on a chilly Jan. 21, 1954, by first lady Mamie 
Eisenhower, the first president's wife to christen a submarine. 

On that overcast day, the sun broke through as the first lady prepared to break a 
bottle of champagne over the ship's bow. On Saturday, gray skies again opened up to 
sun as the submarine pulled near the dock. 

"We always said after that first time, 'The sun always shines on Nautilus,' " said 
Vice Admiral Lando W. Zech Jr., the Nautilus' third commanding officer. "And, ladies 
and gentlemen, look: The sun is again shining through." 

Electric Boat, a subsidiary of General Dynamics Corp: of St Louis, built the 
Nautilus for $63 million, compared to the more than $1 billion spent on today's 
top-of-the-line Trident submarines, which are nearly twice as big and carry missiles. 

With its revolutionary atomic fission propulsion system built by Westinghouse 
Electric Corp., the Nautilus' first cruise in 1955 broke records for distance traveled, 
tiine submerged· and. speed. 

Unlike conventional ships that require frequent refills of fuel oil, the Nautilus 
didn't need its first refueling of radioactive uranium until February 1957, when it 
returned to Groton after traveling 62,562 miles. 

At the time, President Dwight D. Eisenhower hailed the performance of the 
"gallant ship which has paced a revolution in naval tactics and construction." 

In 1958, the 319-foot sub became the first ocean-going vessel to reach the North 
Pole during a 1,830-mile voyage beneath the Arctic ice. 

After its decommissioning in 1980, after sailing 500,000 miles in 25 years, the 
Nautilus had been destined for a final resting spot first at the Naval Academy at 
Annapolis, Md., then at the Washington Navy Yard. 

But President Jimmy Carter agreed in 1980 that it could return to Groton after Gov. 
Ella T. Grasso agreed to guarantee $5 million in loans and grants for a museum. 

GRAPHIC: Laserphoto NY18 
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LENGTH: 662 words 

BYLINE: By DIANE CURTIS 

DATELINE: PASCAGOULA, Miss. 

BODY: 

With one sharp blow of a champagne bottle, First Lady Nancy Reagan 
Saturdaychristened the Ticonderoga, a new combat ship described by Defense 
Secretary Caspar Weinberger as "the most capable anti-airwarfare system ever put to 
sea.1

' 

The new class of guided missile cruiser, Weinberger said, "can today defeat any 
threat to naval forces known or projected." 

In ceremonies complete with a 19-gun salute, red, white and blue balloons, and 
bunting, the Navy Glee Oub and Band, and a fife and drum corps, Mrs. Reagan, 
aided by her niece, Anne Davis, smacked the ceremonial bottle across the bow of the 
Ticonderoga. 

"President Reagan and I remain convinced that the United States Navy must - and 
will-- reign supreme on the seas," Weinberger told a wind-blown crowd of about 
5,000, including Navy Secretary John Lehman, Sen. John Stennis D-Miss., and 
Rep. Trent Lott D-Miss. at the Ingalls shipbuilding facilities. 

Asked by reporters whether the United States trailed the Soviets in naval strength, 
Weinberger said "not totally ... l'm not able to give an exact measure," 

But he said the Soviets have been building up their submarine capabilities and 
out-spending the United States in several naval areas. 

Without naming the Carter administration, Weinberger said the United States has 
"gone through a period" in which we have "neglected our 
defenses ... compromised ... and. shamefully underpaid our uniformed personnel. 

"This risk-taking approach to keeping sufficient military strength meant the United 
States was not able to assert the leadership expected of us by our allies," he said. 



He noted that Reagan is proposing a $326 billion increase in the defense budget, 
pay raises for the military, construction of more ships and re-activation of two battle 
ships and one carrier. 

The christening ceremony, Weinberger said, symbolizes Reagan's "determination to 
restoreAmerica's strength." 

Lehman called the christening "a great symbolic occasion - an occasion that marks 
the end of one era and the beginning of another." 

He said the United States had gone through a "period of self-doubt as to whether 
we could cope with problems at home and abroad." 

The Ticonderoga and at least five more of the new class of $1 billion cruisers being 
built at Ingalls have been 10 years in the planning. 

The ships are the first surface combat guided missile cruisers with the Aegis 
weapons system, a sophisticated air defense and radar missile system designed to 
quickly detect, classify and track targets in the air, on the surface and under the sea. 

They are designed to protect the Navy's aircraft carrier battle group from air attack, 
particularly from the threat of cruise missiles. 

The Ticonderoga class, considered the most important non-nuclear shipbuilding 
program in the United States, is armed with surface-to-surface missiles, two five-inch 
guns, torpedoes, anti-submarine rockets. It has a complement of 23 officers and 323 
enlisted men.-

Adm. Thomas Hayward, chief of naval operations, said that despite the fact the 
Soviets have placed in their fleet a 25,000-ton nuclear powered battle cruiser with one 
of the best weapons systems in the world "ours is a generation ahead of it" He said 
the long range missiles on the ship number four times as many as the Soviets have 
and can go four times as far. 

He also said the Russians spent more than double on their latest cruiser than the 
u.s. 

At a reception for the first lady after the christening, Mrs. Reagan told Navy 
personnel and Ingalls officials they have allowed her to "redeem myself and I am 
very gratefulto you. 

She recalled that she had tried to christen a ship a few years ago "and I couldn't 
make the bottle break," 



She said she still has the bottle at home and was afraid that she would go down in 
history, like Bess Truman before her, for failing to smash the champagne bottle at a 
ship's christening; "I christened a ship properly," she prouldly told the crowd. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
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First lady Nancy Reagan struck a clean blow with a bottle of champagne todayto 
christen the USS Ticonderoga, a computer-age cruiser which Defense Secretary 
Caspar Weinberger said could defeat any threat on the high seas. 

The ceremonies at Ingalls Shipyard on the Mississippi gulf coast were attended by 
about 5,000 people. 

"President Reagan and I remain convinced that the U.S. Navy must, and will, reign 
supreme on the seas," Weinberger said. 

He said the Ticonderoga, with a new and sophisticated computer system, "can 
today defeat any threat to naval forces known or projected." He described the new 
class of cruiser as "the most capable anti-airwarfare system ever put to sea" and said 
the ceremonies symbolize President Reagan's "determination to restore America's 
streng~ · 

The Ticonderoga is among five such vessels being. built by Ingalls. 

They are the first guided missile cruisers with the Aegis air defense and· radar 
missile system, which is designed to detect, classify and track targets in the air, on 
the surface and under the sea. 

The ships are to protect the Navy's aircraft carrier battle groups from air attack, 
particularly from the threat of cruise missiles. 

The Ticonderogil class, considered the nation's most important non-nuclear 
shipbuilding program, is armed with surface-to-surface missiles, two five-inch guns, 
torpedoes and anti-subrriarine rockets. 

It will have 23 officers and a crew of 323. 

Ingalls'Shipyard is scheduled to deliver the Ticonderoga to the Navy in early 1983. 



The Ticonderoga takes its name from Fort Ticonderoga in New York, 
commemorating the capture of the fort from the British in May, 1775. 

It is the fourth ship to carry the name. 

The last was the aircraft carrier USS Ticonderoga, which was commissioned in 
May, 1944, and decommissioned in 1973. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
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FIRST LADY. HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
REMARKS AT THE CHRISTENING OF THE COLUMBIA SUBMARINE 

GROTON, CONNECTICUT 
SEPTEMBER 24 1 1994 

[Acknowledgments: Secretary of the Navy John Dalton; James 
Turner, President of Electric Boat???] 

It's an honqr and a privilege to be here on what ·is truly an 
historic day for Electric Boat, for the Navy,· and for a_ll 
Americans. 

I have to confess that I'm a bit nervous about my role. Back 
in April, r was invited to throw out the first ball at-Wrigley 
Field·. Throwing a ball was something I could practice beforehand. 
But I couldn't figure out any:way to practice breaking a 
champagne bottle on the bow of a submarine. · 

This day is historic b~cause it represents the end of an era 
in shipbuilding. The COLUMBIA is the last.subrnarine that will be 
launched this way and,- of course; it's the last 
Los Angeles class submarine being built here at Electric Boat. 

But that's not all bad news. It's a sign of how far we have 
come in making the world safer and more secure. It's a reflection 

'of the masterful work that will continue in this shipyard as you 
build .the SEAWOLF -- a ship that the President believes is vital 
to preserving our submarine industrial base -- and the next 
generation of submarines. 

And it's a reminder that we live in a time of new 
challenges, new hopes, and new opportunities. Overseas, we have 
discovered that in the post~Cold War era we\have new enemies who 
can spring up unexpected in any corner of the globe. ·we have . 
discovered that we are being tested from one continent to another 
on our capacity to preserve peace and strengthen democracy. And 
her·e at horne, we are adjusting to new economic and political 

,demands that require us to downsize our defenses without 
sacrificing our technological superiority or the security of our 
nation. · 

Given these new realities, the launching of the COLUMBIA 
takes on even greater historic significance. This submarine, 
along with the rest of o_ur nava-l fleet, not only offer us a hope 
of peace in a turbulent world, but also a tradition of excellence 
and technological superiority that we ne~er want to lose. 

In learning a little about the history of the six [ck) 
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Columbias previously commissioned by the Navy, I found out that 
one was a fur trader [ckj, one. was· a xxxxx, and the last Columbia 
was the famous light cruiser (ck], the CL-56, that performed 
heroically in the Pacific in World War II, even after being 
bombarded during a kamikaze attack in early 1945. 

So this newest Columbia riot only carries with it the spirit 
of three great cities [in Missouri, South Carolina, and Illinois] 
but also the spirit of some very noble and courageous ancestors . . · . . . . boctb . 

Today, we celebrate the skilled and dedicated men and women 
who are building thisyaf!Grazdrk-i"E ll~ri±;;;;~ -- and the crew 
that is-training to sail it. In many ways, we are celebrating 
tradition, values, ,and a culture that still prizes those basic 
human ideals of dedication, pre.cisicm, and cooperation. 

The President speaks often about our obligations as citizens 
to_ work hard, be responsible, try.to make something of our lives. 
He speaks often about our need as Americans to come together with 
a sense of· common ·purpose -- even if we' have different . ,!f' 

backg:::n::: l::::e::n:h:k~:~:~b::f::r:n:e:::::i:::::~e of the ~ ~-~ftA 
values the President is talking about. Because when you think ., j\ 
about it, the building of a good~ requires the same values as )\ 
the building of a strong society-- particularli a·piuralistic, . j 
democratic society such a~ ours. 

secretary Dalton was a submariner so he knows far more about· 
1
i 

submarine building than I do. -But while I can't really explain to -~~ 
you much about turbines or ballast tanks, I do know that an ·. ~ 

teamwork is required to build this submarine. · ~~ / ~ 
extraordinary amount of care, integrity, responsibility, and ~~ 

to perfect as a joint can be. The machinists who make torpedo J¥ The welders who work on the hull must make joints as close ~-

tubes .or s·ea water ·valves must meet specifications by !"~­
millimeters. And the same precision is required of carpenters 0 ~ 

shipfitters,. electricians,· electronics technicians, recessers, ~ 
building the cradle and the launch ways, pipefitters, ~-

plumbers, riggers, . sheet metal workers, ·and engineers. t...~;.t/1 

Your work cannot be sloppy. It can't 'be rushed. It. can't be ·',) ~/ 
done.in a vacuum. / 

·~,~(}.\·. 
~ {\'\' 

Someone was talking about the submarines built here and he 
sal.d: "We don't have any recalls." 
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inaccurately, ~r the sonar equipment doesn't work. 

There are important· lessons for the rest of El"~ioty in the 
work you do' as submarine builders -- and in the 'exhaustive, 
grueling training that crew members undergo before being assigned 
to this ship. 

One lesson is that it's important to set high standards. 
It's important· to take pride in erie's work. And it's important to 
take time and care to ensure that the final product is nothing 
short of excellent. 

But the most important lesson is this one: That the glory 
doesn't come just from the battle. The glory also comes from the 

' planning and prepar,atio~ beforehand.~ 
. e__-r...... !JI'V. ~ .,., ~ 

That is why all Americans are so grateful for your skill, 
your patience, your perseverance, and your dedication to this 
vital national industry. 

On behalf of the President and all Americans, I salute all 
of you who work here for contributing to the security of your 
fellow citizens ~y building this extraordinary vessel. I salute 
all of you on the crew for your courage and fortitude in taking 
.on one of .the most challenging assignments in our armed forces. 
And I.salute all of you for offering such a brilliant example of 
what. can be accomplished when we work hard, work together, and 
work for a common-purpose. 

Thank you. 

### 
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