FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON .
REMARKS AT THE CHRISTENING OF THE COLUMBIA SUBMARINE
GROTON, CONNECTICUT
SEPTEMBER 24, 1994

[Acknowledgments: Secretary of the Navy John Dalton; Jim

- Turner, President of Electric Boat and the men and women of
Electrlc Boat; Commander Dale Govan, who will be a great- captaln
of the Columbla and the crew he w111 lead; Members of .Congress]

It’s an honor and a privilege to be here on what -is truly an
historic day for Electric Boat, for the Navy, and for all
Americans. '

I confess that I'm a .bit nervous about my role. I remember
that back in April I was invited to throw out the first ball at
Wrigley Field. Throwing a ball was something I could practice
beforehand. But I don’t know of any way to practice breaking a
champagne bottle on the bow of a submarine. , .

This day is hietoric because it represents the end of an era
in shipbuilding. The COLUMBIA is the last submarine that will be
launched this way and, of course, it’s the last
Los Angeles class submarlne belng bullt here at Electrlc Boat.

But that’s not all bad:news. It's a 51gn of how far we -have
- come in making the world safer and more secure., It’s a reflection
of the masterful work that has been a hallmark of this shipyard
for a century and will continue to be as we move forward with the .
‘next generation of submarines. (As you know, the President

- remains committed to construction of the third SEAWOLF because he
‘believes it is vital to preserving.our submarine industrial base
that you have worked so hard to make the best in.the world).

And it’s a reminder that we live in a time of new
challenges, new hopes, and new opportunities. Overseas, we have
discovered that in the post-Cold War era we have new enemies who
can spring up unexpected in any corner of the globe. We have
~ discovered that our capacity to preserve peace and strengthen
.democracy is being tested from one continent to another. And here
at home, we are adjusting to new economic demands that reguire us
to down51ze our defenses. without sacrificing our technologlcal '
superiority or the securlty of our nation.

- Given these new realltles, the launching of the COLUMBIA
takes on even greater historic significance. This submarine,” -
along with the rest of our naval fleet, not only offer us a hope
of peace - in a turbulent world "but also a tradition of excellence
‘and progress that we never want to. lose A . K :

\
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. In learning a little about the history of the six Columbias
_previously commissioned by the Navy, I found out that the first
COLUMBIA was a sailing frigate launched in 1836. On her first
cruise she rounded the Cape of Good Hope, later rounded Cape ‘
Horn, and became one of the first U.S. naval ships to sail around
the world.

The most recent Columbla -- the sixth -- was the famous
light cruiser,-the CL~56, that performed heroically  in the
.Pacific in World War II, even after belng bombarded during a
kamikaze attack near the Philippines 1n early 1945. ‘

So this newest.Columbia not only carries with it the spirit
of three great cities [in Missouri, South Carolina, and Illinois]
- but also the spirit of some very noble and courageous ancestors.

'Today, we celebrate the thousands of skilled and dedicated
men and women of Electric Boat who are building this boat . -- and
the "plank owners" who will go to sea with her next year. In many
ways, we are celebrating a tradition, a set of values, and a
culture that still prize those. basi¢ human ideals of dedication,
precision, and cooperation.

The President often speaks about the 1mportance of keeplng

' the American Dream of opportunity alive for everybody who is

willing to work hard and play by the rules. And he often says
that we need to do three things to accomplish that: We need to
have an ecconomy that works; we must empower our people to succeed
and win in that 'economy; and we’ve got to come together again as
a community and work, together.

The ethos on display here is a perfect example of the values
the President is talking about. Because when you think about it,
the building of a great boat requires the same values as the ,
building of a great society -- particularly a plurallstlc,
democratlc soc1ety such as ours.

Secretary Dalton was 'a submariner so he knows far more about °
submarine building than I do. But while I can’t explain much ,
about turbines or ballast tanks, I do know that an: extraordinary
amount of care, integrity, respon51b111ty, and teamwork is
requlred to build this submarine.

I know that many of you come from families who have worked
- in this shipyard for generations:. And whether you are
tradespeople. or professionals, you are here because you have
worked hard for years and vears to acquire the skills and
knowledge needed to build a submarine.

The welders who work on the hull-use 750 different
procedures to make joints as close to perfect as a.joint can be.
I'm told that Outside Machinist Ed Waterman Jr. and his crew
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1nstalled the 140-ton main propulslon package to a 75-ton
propeller and shaft to within five-thousandths of an inch. And
that kind of precision and care is repeated by carpenters
building the cradle and the launch ways, pipefitters,
shipfitters, electricians, electronics technicians, recessers,
plumbers, riggers, sheet metal workers, and engineers.

Your work cannot be sloppy. It can’t be rushed. It can’t be
done in a vacuum. ) '

In talklng about. the submarines built herer-a company
official- {the public relations officer] recently said: "We don’t
have any recalls."

You have to get it rlght Because if, after leaving her
homeport in Pearl Harbor a few years from now, this submarine is
submerged at 500 feet in hostile waters, everything has to work.
By then it will be too late to find out that a joint was welded
improperly; or a pipe was fitted inaccurately, or the high- '
density‘connectors were wired poorly.

There -are important lessons for the rest.of us in the work .

you'do as submarine builders -- and in the exhaustive, grueling
training that crew members undergo before being assigned to thls
boat.

One lesson 1is that it’s important to set high standards.
It’s important to take pride in one’s work. And it’s impertant to
take time and care to ensure that the final product 15 nothing -
short of excellent.

But the most important lesson is this: The glory doesn’t
come just from the battle. The glory also comes from the planning
and preparation that goes on for years beforehand.

That is'why all Americans are so grateful for your skill,
- your patience, your perseverance, and your dedication to this
Vltal\natlonal industry. . )

On behalf of. the President and all Americans, I salute all
.of you who work here for contributing to' the security of your i
fellow citizens by building this extraordinary vessel. I salute
all of you on the crew for your courage and fortitude in taking
on one of the most challenging assignments in our armed forces.
And I salute all of you for offering such a brilliant example of
what can be accomplished when we work hard, work together, :and
work for a common purpose. .

Thank you. .
a #H# | '
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- FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
REMARKS AT THE CHRISTENING OF ‘THE COLUMBIA SUBMARINE ..
- ' GROTON, CONNECTICUT :
SEPTEMBER 24, 1994

| | [Acmowiédgﬁénts: Secre.tar‘y of the Navy John Dalfqn; _.
J im. Turner, President :of Electric Bbgt and the men and
WOmen-of Elecfric Boat; ._Commander Dale Govan,‘l who will
be great ééﬁtain of the Columbia and the Créw he will lead;.
Members of _Cong'ress]"'
It’s an honor énd a privilege to be hefe Qﬁ what is truly
an historic day for E'lgétric Boat, for .t}.le. Navy,' and fdr all

Americans.




I cdnféss.that_l’m a bit nervous al;out my .rol_e. I |

: 're'membell that back in April 1 was invited fo throw out the

ﬁrst ball at Wrigley Field. Throwing a ball Qa's -soniething I
could pfaét%g@ beforehénd. But I don’t know of any way to

.practic':-e brélaking a chaﬁlpagne bottlg 0,1.1 the Bow of a

submarine.




- This day is historic because it representé the end _bf an
erain shipbuilding. ThéFCOLlUMBIA. is the last ,silbi’narine that
| will be}, launched this way aiid,-of course, 'ii:"s the lzisi '
Los Angeles "c‘ias,s submaiine b‘eing‘biiilt here -at IE-lec_tric.:.Boat.‘ |

~ But that’s not all bad l"IGW\S. I'sa sigh of how far'we
haire. come in ma_};ing the world safer and more secure. I__t’s a
reflection of the masterful work that has béen zi hzillmark ‘o_f R
- _this shipyard for a ceritury andiwill continue to bé as we move

forward with the next generation of submarines.



(As'you' kn@w, the President remains committed to
construction of the third SEAWOLF péca:use he beliéves it is
vital to/pr¢Serving 0u1"~subrriarine‘ industrial base that you have
worked so hard to make the best in the wérld).' ’

And it’s'a reminder that we live in a time of new

challenges, new hopes, and new opportunities.
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Ove_réeas, we :have discovered that in the post-Celd War
era we have new enemies who ean spring up uriexpected in
“any corner of the glebe. We have di'seovered that -our capacity
te preserve peace and strengthen demoeraey 1s being tested
from one continent to ahofhef. ‘And here at home, we are
. .adjusti_ng to new economic demands th‘at[ require us to
downsize our defenses without sacri;‘"lei'ng. our technologieal'

superiority or the security of our nation.




* Given th'es,e‘new realities, tﬁe launchir_lg_--of"the
COLUMBIA takes on even glreatef historic':.sigﬁiﬁcan‘ce.' Tﬁis
s_ubmal;ine; along .witlil tﬁe rest of our naval ﬂéet, not only .
offer -us a lllope‘ of peace in a tu;bulent_world, but also al_ |
tr;ddit'ion of excellence and progress that we never Want_ to

lose.



In leafﬁipg a _little about the history of the six Columbias
previously cémmis'sio_ned by the .‘N-avy, 1 found out that the
first COLUMB_IA‘ v?a’s a sa.ilﬂing ffigaté launched in 18‘36. On
herﬁrs@ "'cr.uise.sh.e roundéd th¢ Cape of Good Hopé, late1:
rounded_ Ca‘pe; Hofn,‘ and became dne of the first U.S. naval
~ships to sail around tfl_e world.

- The most recénf Columbia -- the'sixth -- Waé the farﬁous
light cruiser, the CL-56, that performed heroically in the
Paciﬁc‘in Wo_r‘ld War H, even after béjng bombarded dﬁring .a -

kamikaze attack near the Philippines in early 1945.




So this hewest Columbia notl(')nly cgrries.wiih it. the sbirit

of ‘thrée gf.e‘at cities [in Missouri,Sou’th Caroliﬁa, and I1linois]
| but also the spirit of some lve!'y. noble and courageous
Ianlcestolrs.

“Today, we cele‘brate‘lthé thousands of skilled and
dedicated men and .W(')men of Electric Boat.‘who are. bujldiﬁg
;th_is boat - .ahdvthe' "plank owners" ‘wh‘o' will go to éea w'ith'
her'next year. In many Wayé', we are celebrating 2 tradition, a
- set of Valugs, .and a Cu-lture tha_t_étill pr_ize thoée llbasic human

ideals of dedication, precision, and cooperation.’ -




The President often speaks about the importance of |

| keeping the American i)r_ééfn'of opportunity alive for

| everybody_who.ié wi_llihg t_o‘ w(;rk. hard and .play‘ by the --rules.
And he often says thap we need to .do three thiﬁgs to _-

, éCcompllish.tlhat: We need -tfo_ have an ecoijomy that works; We.‘_
must empower our pedple to sucéged and win in that _
ecdhpmy; énd we’.v'e,got fo cdme,t_ogether aga_ih— as a

- community ‘and work together.



The ethos on ldisplay rhere 1S a pérfect example of the
vaiues the President is talking about. Becauég when'you think
about it, the building of a grelat boa; requires t‘he. same values
gs thé building of a great society -- particularly a pluralistic,
democratic. éociety such as ours.

Secretary Dalton Was"a submariner so hé lﬂ(riow‘.s far. more
ab‘out sﬁbmgrine building ‘than' I do. But while I c.an’t,explain
much about turbin’_es‘ or ballast tanks, I do know that an
extraordinary amount of care, integrity, resppnéibility‘, and

teamwork is required to build this submarine.
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1 know_ that many of y'ou come from families Wholhave |
worked in. this _shipyard for generétiohs. Andiwhetherj you are
tradéspebple or professionals, "you are herelbe(.:rause you hav'e.-
worked hard for years and- years to acquire the skills and-

- knowledge needed to build a submarine.
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"The welders who work on the '.hu.ll use 750 diffefent |
procedures. to make joints as .cllose.to per-f'ect-as' a joiht can be.
I’'m told that Outside Machinist Ed WatermanllJ r. and.his ’cr'ew
: ihstalled_t.hre 140-ton main propﬁléion pﬁckage to .a. 75-ton -
propeller and shaft ,tgwithir_l ﬁve-thoysandths of an inch. And
-tha't‘ kind of precision and care i,s.repeated by ;arpenters
| bqilding -the crad.le and the launch“_way% pipeﬁtters,\
Shipﬁtiers, electl‘i'cians,»‘ electronics tf?chn_icians, recessers,

plumbers, riggers, sheet metal workers, and engineers.
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| 'Yoﬁr wdri( cannot be sloppy. It can’t be rﬁshed. It can’t
be doﬁe In a vacuum.

In talking aboutﬁ the submarines builtherg, a cprﬁpany
official [the public relations ofﬁfzer],rec::e;ntly said: "We don’t
. have'any rec'alls."_ :

- You have to ggt it fight; Because if, after i_eaving her

- homeport in Pé,ar_l Harbor a few yeéirs from now, this
submarine is submerged at 500 feet in hostile ‘\izvaters,

: everyfhing\,-ha's to work. By'then ii will be too late to find out
that a joint was welded improperly,.or a pipe was fitted
ihaccurately, or'the high—densi'ty connectors were wired

poorly.
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There are i‘mp'ortarit lessons for the rest of us in the work
- you do as submarine builders -- and in the exhaustive,-
"gru'elin.g_training that crew m_embér’s undergo before Being
- assigned to thiS‘b'OE'lt.
One lesson is that it’s importaﬁt to set high standardé.
It’s impor_taht to take pride in one’s work. And i‘t’s importaht
to take time and care.to. ensure thét the ﬁpal_ _product'is |
'~n0thin‘g.'sho'rt of excelleﬁt. |

- But the most important lesson is this: The glory doesn’t

come jusiﬁ from the battle. The glory also comes frbm the

| planning and preparati_oﬁ that goes on for years beforehand.




That is why al'l.Amerilc‘:ans‘ are so éfateﬁl for youf skill,
_yoﬁrlpat'ience, your perseveranée, andlyour dedication to this
vital national industry. -

On behalf of the-President and all Americans, I salqte all -
of you who work here for C.ont‘ributing to the security of your
f¢110W Citizens by'bu'ill'dipg this extraordinary ‘ves,'sel. I salute
all of you oh the crew _for_yc')url ,coura'ge and fortitude in t'akinig|
on éne_of the most c_hallehging assjgnments in our armed
| force_s; And I saluté ailof yoﬁ'for offeri_ng"- si;ch a Brilliant
example of what can be accomplished Wheh we work. hard,
work tovgethe'r,\f_ and work for a common purpose.

: Tﬁank Szou.

HH#
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary
(Bath, Maine).

For Immediate Release o ' : September 5, 1994

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
TO THE CITIZENS OF BATH ON LABOR DAY

Bath'Iron Works Shipyard .
Bath, Maine - I

11:25 . A.M, EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Ladies and qentlemen, I know it's
‘raining here today, but you have brought a lot of sunshine into my
life by the example you've get and the work vou've done. And I want
to thank you for coming out in the rain to stand up for the interests
of the working families of America on this Labor Day Thank you for
being here. (Applause } .

I thank ocur great labor leaders == Tom Donahue and .
George Kourpias f£or being here., I want to thank Buzz Fitzgerald and
‘Stoney Dicnne. Tom talked about the Ironworks being run by two guys
named -Buzz and Stoney. It sounded like a television series.
(Laughter.) If you do what I expect you to do here, - we may. qet a
television series out of this yet. (Applause.)

I also want to say a spaecial word of thanks to my good
friend Joe Brennan for being here and for presenting himself as a -
‘candidate for governer again. (Applause.) Senator Dutremble and.
Senator Baldacci for being willing t¢ run for Congress at a time when
it's not a very popular place to be, but it's still an important
pPlace to be. , .

And I want to say a special word of thanks to Tom
Andrews for his leadership in the United States Congress, to help us
rebuild the shipbuilding 1ndustry in America and help turn this
econoany around. (Applause.)

And, of course, most df all I:want to thank my good -
friend George Mitchell. You know, if George had been commiseicner of
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1 believe we must  do three things: We have to have an economy that

. i 'l : .
baseball, they'd be back playing again now. (Applause.) And I might
say on thic Labor Day, there's gtill time for them to g0 back to werk

and finish the best baseball .seagon in 50 years, and I hope they
will. (Applause, )

: Folke, most of what needs to be said here today has been
sald. But for a century now people have been gathering on Labor Day
to celebrate the dignity of.work, it's importance to our lives and to

- have that last'long weekend before school starts again and we all go

back to work fulletime.

_ I ran for President because I thought this country was
in danger of going in the wrong directicn, and_hecguse I thought that.
our people had it within them to kee e American Dream alive into
the 21st_ century for our children an§~§%;ﬁg?gﬁa§§£§§§§§. And I
believed then JUSt &5 strongly as T believe today that we have to
have a plan, a strategy, a vision .of what we wish our country to be -
like and how we're going to get there. ' : ' : ‘

If we're going to keep the American Dream of opportunit
alive for everybody who's willing to work bard and Play by the rules

WOrks; we have to empower our people.to-succeed and win if that

geonomy; and we've got to come together again as a community and work

together. “We cannot afford in a global economy to be divided again
== government anad business and workers fighting each other all the .
time, people in this country finding ways to get in fights with each
other instead of ways to pull together and make this COUntry great
again: - :

,And our administration has fought for change against
somé very, very powerful enemies of change, against people who often
don’'t seem to -understand what the stakes are because that's what T
want for you and your families and your children. '

- You heard Sendtor Mitchell say that we began with an
economic strategy to get this terrible deficit down. The debt of :
this country was quadrupled in 12 years.. We 'are bringing the deficit
down for three years in a row for the first time since Harry Truman
was Fresident. (Applause.} We are doing it by cutting spending,
asking the wealthiest 1.5 percent to pay more taxes, and providing-
tax breaks to 15 million working families that are hovering just
above the poverty: line because we want them to keep working and
raising their children, not going inte the welfare system.
(Applause.) ' ' ‘

In the state of Maine alone, almost 61,000 familieé got

-d tax cut, and only 3,700 got a tax increase. It was a good deal for
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and tralnlng opportunity. But maybe most. important of all on this .
‘Labor Day, we have called for new partnerships =-- in shipbuilding, in

Maine; it was a good deal for America. And if it hadn't been for Tom
Andrews and George Mitchell, the plan would have failed because we

- passed it by the narrowest,of margins, over ‘the enemies of change.

{Applause.)

We have expanded trade. We have expanded educational

airplane building, in automobiles, in agriculture. The partnership
here that you've heard these pecple detail between labor and
management is the thing I came here to highlight. Bven in the °

- driving rain the rest of America should Xnow that if you can take
1l0-year-old company and redesign the relationship of labor and

management in a new partnership and ask. the national government to
help you to build a commercial future as well as a defensge future, °
then every manufacturing facility in America can do the same, and we
can rebuild this economy on the strength of your example.

(Applause. )

For the first time in 10 years, manufacturing jobs in
Amerlca have increased now for eight months in a row. They're a part
of that 4.1 million jobs that George Mitchell talked about. And as
we look ahead from this Labor Day, let us leave here rededicating
ourselves tc meet the other challenges that face us; to keep this
economic recovering going; to keep this partnership between business
and labor, and a partnership with government going; to keep working
until every American have the education and training opportunities he

“or she needs to compete and win; to keep working until we turn the

terrible gituation we have in health care around where we're spending
more and covering less.

This is the only advanced country in the -world that
spends 40 percent more than everybody else, and we're still losing
people with health insurance. There are five million people in
working families, 4ust like vours, who had health insuranceé "a year:

ago, five years ago, who don‘'t hd?E‘If_f“a‘ T-HMy-friends, we can do

better. aAnd until we do better, we wWill pay ¥ the price. (Applause )

‘And let us continue our efforts to change the way the
political system works.: We need more examples of what we had with
the c¢rime bill, where we broke through gridlock and a few brave
Republicans stood up to their leadership and said, the American
people want a solution to the c¢rime problem; it's not.a partisan
problem, it's .an American problem, and we're going to work on it
together. we need that in other examples as well. (Applause.)

,

~ We need the congress to _pass the laws reforming the

-_1obby1ng practices and the campaign finance practices in Washington,

MORE




to help to free people to make the courageocus decisiocns that have to
be made.

;

P : And, finally, let me say thig -- .and I want to close

with this because I want you to think about this as you leave. We've
got to get out of here, or we're going to raise health care costs by
staying in the rain too long. ‘(Laughter.) .

: We can create more jobs. We can. empower you to seize
those jobs. But unless we get back to good, old-fashioned American
values of working together in partnership, we're still not going to
do what we ought to do. Bverybody is for change in general, but they
can always find a reason to be against it in particular. Believe me,
there will never be a bill in Congress that is perfect, becavse we
are not perfect people. There is always some reason we can find to
s5ay no, to turn away from tomorrow, to be divided from our .friends
~and neighbors, ‘ : : : .

- This Bath Iron:wWorks is coming back because Stoney and
Buzz and- all the other people put aside their differences to find
something they could say yes to. This is going te happen in America
because this administration is working with the tools we have to 7
rebuild the American economy in partnership =-- not sitting on the

sidelines and not promising you miracles, but promislng'you progress.

. And I ask you as you leave here today to reward people
in public life who will pay yes to America; who will look for ways to
come together, not be divided; who will ask you to be courageous
enough to face the tough decisions. That's the real way to make sure
we have a 21st. century where the rain brings the sunshine.

Thank you, and God bless you all. (Applause.) Thank
you, {Aprplause.) ' . A

A END 11:35 A.M. EDT
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September 23, 1994

CHRIST ENING.OF THE USSCOLUMBIA

e, ) . !

bt

DATE: .
“TIME:
LOCATION:
- FROM:

1 PURPOSE

To christen the USS Colun;lbia, the Naw}y's newest fast attack submarine, at the
Electric Boat shipyard. of the General Dynamics company; and give remarks on...

'I.  BACKGROUND

. The Christening Tradition

The christening of battle('?) shlps is a tlme-honored tradition in the Navy. For the
launch of each submarine, the Secretary of the Navy selects a "sponsor® who is
responsible for formally naming the ship and breaking a bottle of champagne over
the ship's bow to bring the crew good luck. After the bottle-breakmg, the ship is
launched down rails into the sea. Accordmg to the Navy, there is an old sailor's
belief that the Sponsor's personahty is passed to the sh1p upon its:launch. - -~

You are christening the USS Columbla the Navy's newest fast attack submarine. The |

Columbia was bu1lt by General Dynamics at its Electric Boat Division shipyard in
Groton, Connecticut. You will be the third First Lady to christen a submarine at
Electric Boat: Mamie Eisenhower christened the Nautilis, the world's first nuclear-
powered vessel, in 1954; Jacquelyn Kennedy christened the Lafayette, the flrst
submarme to carry "Poseidon ballistic rmssﬂes, in 1962.

"The launch of the USS Columbia will be an historic event for two reasons. First, the
Columbia is the last in a long line of submarines called the "Los Angeles Class" to be
built at Electric Boat. Navy officials credit this class of submarines with helping to
win the Cold War, and the launch of the Columbia marks the end of a shipbuilding
era (more information below. ) The Columbia will also be the last submarine to enter

. the water in the dramatic tradition of a sliding launch. It is unlikely that there will
ever be another submarme launched this way. :

The christening ceremony marks the pomt in a submarine's construction when it is
ready to go from dry-dock to the water. Its hull is watertight, it can be placed in the -
water-for the first time, and final outfitting can begin. After this launch, the

' Columbia will undergo final construction and outfitting for its commissioning in
1995. Electnc Boat will not actually turn the Columbia over to the Navy until then. -




The christening ceremony is the responsibility of the civilian shipyard that is building
the vessel, and the ceremony is orchestrated and executed by shipyard officials. -

The USS Columbla

The Columbia is the last of the "Los Angeles Class" submarines to built at Electric
Boat (Newport News Shipbuilding has a few more under construction.) Electric Boat
and Newport News began constructing the Los Angeles Class submarines in the early
1970's. These attack submarines are capable of defeating enemy subs and surface
ships, and executing land attack strikes with Tomahawk cruise missiles. The Los
Angeles Class submarines played a vital role in the Cold, War, the1r mere presence

: sendmg a strong signal to potentlal adversaries. , .

It took Electnc Boat approximately five years to bmld the 360-foot, 6,900-ton
Columbia. The Columbia will be manned by a crew of 14 officers and 127 enlisted
personnel and led by Commander Dale Govan (go-VAN). The submarine's crew
forms as the ship is built, and about 75 percent of the Columbia's crew has arrived to
monitor the construction process and begin training. These crew members are
nicknamed the "plank owners" because they are the first crew on the new ship.

The Columbia w1ll be statloned in the Pacific Ocean, with its homeport on Pearl
Harbor .

'The Columbia is named for the three U.S. cities of the same name in Missouri,
Ilinois, and South Carolina; and for the six previous ships named Columbia, most

- hotably the World War II light cruiser, CL-56, which earned a Navy Unit Citation
and 10 Battle Stars in World War II. The motto of the USS Columbia is "Preserving
Freedom on the Seas." (For more information on the ship's symbolism, see attached .
fact sheet) . .

Electric Boat Dfﬁsion/ Genefal Dyvnamics

The Electnc Boat Division of General Dynamics in Groton has been cons1dered the

. free'world's foremost designer and builder of submarines since the turn of the
.century. In 1950, General Dynamics designed and built the world's first nuclear-

powered ship (the Nautilis.) Since then, it has designed 15 of the 18 classes of

nuclear submarines, and has built more than half of the U.S. Navy's underseas fleet.

With the final construction of the Columbia, Electric Boat will shift its focus to the
Seawolf, the Navy's newest generation’ of attack submarine. The Seawolf represents a
leap in technology and capability in submarine construction. Electric Boat is
currently working on two Seawolf sitbmarines, and Congress is considering
authorization for a third. As you know, the President supports fully funding of the
Seawolf project (see attached letter) . _

Electric Boat and Newport News Shlpbuﬂdmg in Vlrglma are the only two
companies that build U.S. submarines. Following a "bottom-up-review" of the




. Chrlstemng Events

"nation's defense structure, however, the Administration has concluded that the new
"Seawolf" attack submarines and future attack submarines should be built and
designed in Groton only.  After Newport delivers its last submarine under
construction, it will exit submarme bulldmg and focus on nuclear powered alrcraft
carriers.

!

Groton, Connecticut

v

Known as the "Submarine Capitol of the World," Groton has been home to Navy
submariners since World War 1. The Naval Submarine School is located there, so

- virtually every American submariner has trained in Groton at some point. The
chrlstemng ceremony will take place at the-Land Level Submarine Construction
Facility at the Electric Boat shipyard. This $150 million, elght-acre facility is one of
the two most advanced submarine constructlon facilities in the world. Electric Boat
~employs 12,000 workers there

Groton is located along the Thames (pronounced thaymes) River. The Columbla will
be launched into the Thames at high tide. :

Women

No women w1ll be statloned on the Columbia. Although 94 percent of all positions
in the Navy are open to women, SEAL and submarine warfare remain closed.
Submarines are closed due to privacy concerns and cost of modifications to the
current fleet. After the repeal of the Combat Exclusion Law in Novembér. 1993, the
Navy agreed to review the submarme exclusion pollcy annually

Women currently make up 11 5 percent of the Navy s active duty force

Meet and Greet with the Crew ‘

" This xx-minute meet & greet is an opportunity: for you to meet with the crew of the
Columbia briefly before the christening ceremony, and give brief remarks on how
much you are lookmg forward to the:Columblas historic launch.

Acknowledgements Commander (Captam?) Dale Govan and crew. (nlcknamed the
‘ plank owners")

Pre-Laumh Coffee '

It is traditional for the ship's sponsor to attend a pre-launch coffee or recepuon with
Navy and- Electric Boat/General Dynamics VIPs.. This group of approximately'xx
will include the platform pr1nc1pals for the ceremony, senior General Dynamics and
Electric Boat officials and spouses, and senior Navy officials. No remarks are
hecessary. After the coffee, you will be briefing by xx on the chnstemng ceremony.




‘Christening
'Approxnnately 10 - 14,000 people from the Navy, Electric Boat, and the Groton
. | commiunity are expected to attend the christening (see below for list of platform
.. participants and sequence of events.) After your 20?-minute remarks, you will
.. proceed to xx. Before breaking the bottle on the ship's bow, you will recite the
Navy's traditional christening; "In the name of the United States, I christen thee
Columbia. May God bless her, and all whosail in her." -

Acknowledgements Secretary John Dalton and the U S. Navy; Jim Turner President .
" of Electric Boat and the men and women of Electnc Boat; Commander Dale Govan
and thie USS Columbia crew; Members of Congress.]

Receptlon -7 ’

' 'Approximately xx people are expected to attend a post-launch reception. This group
*. will include all platform principals, pre—launch participants, the Columbia crew,
Naval ofﬁc1als, Electric Boat employees, senior umon officials, local elected officials,
and commumly leaders.

During the reception, ]un Turner, President of Electric Boat, will present you and
Chelsea with gifts. He w1ll 1nv1te you to speak briefly about your reﬂectlons on the
chrlstemng ’ y

. I  PRARTICIPANTS

~.Platform Participants

-HRC

-Chelsea Clinton, Maid of Honor : ‘

-Secretary John Dalton' . ' ,
-Jim Turner, Pres1dent of Electric Boat -
-Senator Chrlstopher Dodd

-Congressman Ge]denson B

-Representative Reed

-Admiral Boorda

-Honigman

-Hon Slatkin

-VADM Sterner

-Captain Montgomery

-Chaplain Holland -

Other Ceremony Participants

-Herb Berry, Trigger Man’

.-Ken Brown, Trigger Man
[The "ingger men" throw a trlgger to make the sh1p slide into the water after
the bottle is broken over the bow. Being selected as a "trigger man" is a very
high hornor. Berry and Brown are both retired vice pres1dents of Electric Boat.]

~Carl Wolf ‘maintenance electrician, Electric Boat -




-Mlchael Wolf, 14-year old son ‘ ,
[Carl Wolf and his son will sing a song Wolf composed to commemorate this
‘eyent, entitled "The Last of a Kind. "] ‘

-Heather Anne Navin, flower girl ‘ ' .
[Heather has strong family ties to the Operatlons Department at Electric Boat.
Her father has worked at EB for over 20 years; her grandfather worked there -
for 37 years; and her great-grandfather worked there for 45 years.]

-

IV. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS
V.  PRESS

VL' REMARKS

Preparéd by Lissa M;lscatine.'

/




To: Lissa

From: Kathy

Date: September 23, 1994
RE: Columbia fact-check

Here is the information you requested:
1) submarines are referred to as boats, not ships

2) the depth to which a submarine can submerge is classified
(speed capabilities are also classified) but the Navy’s
standard line is "in excess of 400 feet" and Mr. Runzel
said, "in excess of 1000 feet"

3) the exact number of workers involved in building the
Columbia is hard to say, there was not one team of workers,
instead "several thousands of highly skilled tradespeople®
contributed, according to Mr. Runzel

4} for your paragraph on the hull, joints, specifications,
millimeters, valves, etc., Mr. Runzel had the following
general remarks: "no margin for error," "most exacting
standards," and "the pursuit of quality is relentless"

I'm still waiting for a couple of fascimiles. One will be helpful
with #4 and the other will be helpful for your paragraph on the
six Columbias. I’11 bring them over ASAP.

I‘ve attached the President’s speech on the shipbuilding industry
initiative. Is it what you were looking for?
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A. ~ OVERVIEW AND APPROACH -
> This report hast
1952, It presents
sample of the industit
Elccuic Boat’s summa and analysis of the survey results as well as our ob

ar submannes. It includes
atipns aes--

oo st-“" prand fax

" We have included in this surve ethirty-twq

Electric Boat's perspective as Design Agent/
by senior members of Electric Boat’s Contracts,
Resources and Finance departments. We have pi
and have presented our comments and obse
Secnon v, Secnon v prcscnts appcndlccs

. s, Marketing Human
~ = >uLIMAry and analysas of our findings in Section III,

nons rédative 1o the submarine industrial basc issuc in

the vendor responses to the survc;"\]'hcsc facts are: 1) nuclear submanne

Several facts emé‘rge clearly fr [
da long-standmg commitment on the pax, of the supphers 2) the work

component work has constit

submarine work is elimi
used for this work will gfther be eliminated by the vendor or rcapphed to othc vork.

can reconstitute their
urveyed ‘estimate that
shipset per year is

" hiZtus occur in submarine ordcrs
- With rcspect to any protracted diminution or pause in its engmeenng and construction workload, Electri¢ Boat
____Sp isinthesame’ position that its single/sol¢ source vendors and subcontractors are in, The company is totail
committed to the systems engineering and construction of one product: nuclear powered submarines. {lts
technical and financial structure, its facilities and practices, indeed, its industrial mindset, have been ¥ .
committed to the producnon of a unique hlghly complex product built to rigid qualiry standards in a cyclically
manloaded, labor intensive process. The size of its workforce and the secope of its assembled talents have been
& dictated by the enormity, complemy, and top priority status of the product that it de51gns and builds.

A submarine powered by nuclear fission is an infinitely complex and massive machine, a one-of-a- -kind
product. It follows that these unique ships must be designed and built by professionals and tradedrfe with

Proprietary — Campermon Sansitive Dats .
The infarmation provided is considered propristary and/or competition sansitive in nature. Uss of the data prowdad on this form will be
* limited ro duty accredited officiaisaf the Daparzmanr o! Dafanss who arg sub,voct to penaltias for uniawfuf disclosure.
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unique know-how. This know-how is not taught in schools; it is gained by apprenticeship to others with the
same skills, special skills and knowledge that have few applications in the commercial marketplace, In no other
non-defense industry, for instance, are the requirements for high shock resistance, low noise, and SubSafe
quality either pertinent or necessary. In no other industry are the requirements placed on heat transfer, fluid
flow, structural integrity, power consumption, and machinery weight so closely toleranced and interrelated.
Nuclear submarines and the manufacture of their components represent an amalgam of skills and knowledge
that has taken years and countless dollars to create. Once lost, it will prove irrecoverabie.

m - -r - 3 o " -
. The overall picture of the submarine industrial base is perhaps best described by Figure 1—1. The “subpfarine”

athe apex of the triangle is made up of many constituent parts or “resources,” among them: skilled
mahpower, materials, and business investment dollars. The coordinator and manager of these resopfces is the
Navy's Design Agent and Shipbuilder, Electric Boat. Electric Boat provides the systems engineegihg skills that
transialy the competing rcquirerncnts of the ship systems into an integrated whole; it provides yhe
manufactding and construction skills that transiate these integrated designs into the hardwas% and structure of
a submarine\and it provides the managerial skills to purchase the material, hire and train #he labor force, and
in all such maegrs act as the Government’s agent in the construction and delivery of the £hips.

Because of this céxtral role, Electric Boat is cognizant of and skilled in most of the te€hnical aspects of
component design 3qd manufacture. At various times the Division has manufacturgd valves, diesel engines,
switchboards, torpedo\lubes, circuit cards and electronic equipment as workaroysds to meet the requirements
for quality or scheduling, If major suppliers fail, the Division could pick up sorfe of the slack in the
manufacture of small 1o Redium size components, but the transition would b€ costly and time consuming. The
major concern, then, that emerges from this survey is that while the base gf the triangle can suffer some
erosion without p-crmanentl jeopardizing the nation’s industrial capacigy’and capabilities for building nuclear
submarines, there is a point, noy far from the base of the triangle, where further erosion cannot be tolerated,

- Both Electric Boat and its majorupplicrs of eritical components agy€e that a scaled down effort involving a
minimum of two ships in the perio§ of 1994 to 1598 will maintain lic submarine industrial base without
incurring huge economic penalties ard technological atrophy. To/maintain this base in an industry thar has
served as the cornerstone of the natioNs defense and power prbjection throughout the globe seems an
altogether reasonable and prudent invesymnent in this countryf's future.

/ BMARINE \ :
. SHIPBUILDER = EB DIV

PLANNING
NGINEERING INTEGRATION
DESIGN - PRODUCTION

‘ ) .
e A ARl S S — — R SR SN SN e eeESen  emm—

. UNIQUE/CRITICAL
EQUIPMENT DESIGN ~ MANUFACTU} PRODUCTS/COMMODITIES
NATIONAL INDUSTRIAL BASE INFRASTRUCTURE oot ano

{RAW MATERIALS — TRANSPORTATION - EDUCATION — ECONOMY) SERVICES

'Figure 1-1. Submarine Industrial Base Hierarchy \

Proprietary — Competitin Sernitive Date '
The inforrmation prowidd-is considersd proprictary arddios compeatition sernve in nature. Use of e data provided on !Ha form will be
hmrr-d o dity accredited offic/ats of the Departrrrart of Delerse who are subject 1o paralties for uniawiui disciosure,
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‘Attention: Neil Ruenzel

Outside Machinist Ed Waterman Jr,, and his crew installed the Main Propulsion Package
which weighs over 140. ton and is the size of a two story building 1o within five. thousandths

of an inch to a propeller and shaft weighing 75 ton.

Welders are frequently required to- use mirrors to make welds. They work with Ywenty-
eight (28). different materials and utilize seven hondred and fifty (750) different wreld

procedures.

Thers are many skills that are vnigue to a shipyard that builds nuclear submarines. For
example, the crew is required to live for long periods of time in close proximity 1o an

operating reactor. Lead Bonders construct a shield 1o protect the crew during these periods. -

al - sea, -

Submarine consiruction integrates he full range of mankind's technologies
produci--From human physiology through nuclear power 1o computers.

inlo one

Submarine construction integrates ihe full range of the nation’s manufacioring technologies;

reliably producing mult-ton objects accurate within the width of a human hair,

The Electrical Trades have installed 19 miles of cable. and assembled over

specific preparation and termination.

- Submarine construction utilizes the full range of current maragement technologies to. ‘guid‘e‘_
the acquisition, quality, "and schedwling, of hundreds of thousands of individual components
inteprating their installation, assembly and testing into a functioning ship. :

: N

3500 high density -
‘conncclors many of which contain as manry as 100 wires each- with each wire requiring

-

o
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{BB—45: dp.-32,600; 1. 624'6"; b. 97'6"; dr. 80'6"; 5. 21
k.; cpl. 1,080; =. 8 167,12 5", B 3", 221" tt.; ck Colorado)
The third Colorade (BB-45) was launched 22 March
1921 by New York Shipbuilding Co., Camden, N.J., spon-
sored by Mrs. M, Meiwlle; and commisaioned 30 August
1928, Captain R. R. Belknap in command.

Colorado sailed from New York 29 December 19é3 on .

a maiden voyage that tock her to Portamouth, England;

Cherbourg and Villefranche, France; Naples, Italy; and .

Gibraltar before returning to New York 16 Fehruary
1924. After repairs-and final testa she sailed forthe
west coast 11 July and arrived at San Francisco 156
September 1924.

From 1924 to 1941 Colorado operated with the Battle’
Flest in the Pacific, participating in fieet exercises and
various ceremonies, and returning to the east coast from
time to time for fleet problems in the Caribbean. She
also cruised to Samoa, Australia and New Zealand (8
June-26 September 1925) to shew the flag in the far
Pacific. She aided in earthquake relief at Long Beach,
Calif., from 10 to 11 March 1033 and during an NROTC
cruise from 11 June to 22 July 1937 she assisted in the
gearch for the missing Amelia Earhart. ‘

Besed on Pearl Harbor from 27 January 1941, Colo-
rado operatéd in,the Hawaiian training area in inten-
sive exercises and war games until 25 June when she
departed for the west coast and overhaul at Puget
Sound Navy Yard which lasted until 31 March 1942.

After west coast training, Colorado returned to Pearl
Harber 14 August 1942 to complete her preparations for
action. She operated in the vicinity of the Fiji Islands
. and New Hebrides from 8 November 1942 to 17 Sep-
tember' 1943 to prevent further Japanese expsansion.
She sortied from Pearl Harbor 21 October to' provide
preinvasion bombardment and fire support. for the in-
vasion of Tarawsa, returning to port 7 ‘Pecember 1943,
After west coast overhaul, Colorado returned to Lehaina
Roads, Hawaiian Islands, 21 January 1944 and sortied
the next day for the Marshall Islands operation, pro-
viding preinvasion bombardment .and fire support for
the invasions of Kwajalein and Eniwetok until 23 Feb-
ruary when she headed for Puget Sound Navy Yard and
overhaul. ' : .

Joining other units bound for the Mariena Islands
operation at San Francisco, Colorado sailed on 5 May
1944 by way of Pearl Harbor and Kwajalein for pre-
invasion bombardnent and fire support duties at Saipan,
Guam, and Tinian from 14 June, On 24 July during
the shelling of Tinian, Colorado received 22 shell hits
from shore batteries but continued to support the in-
vading troops until 3 August. After repairs on the west

coast, Colorado arrived in Leyta Gulf 20 November 1944°

to support American troops fighting ashore. A week
later she was hit by two kamikazes which killed 18 of
her men, wounded 72, and caused moderate damage.
Nevertheless a8 planned she bombarded Mindoro be-
tween 12 and 17 December before proceeding to Manus
Tsland for emergency Tepairs. ‘Returning to Luzon
1 January 1945, she participated in the preinvasion
bombardments in Lingayen Gul. On 9 January acci-
dental gunfire hjt her superstructure killing 18 and
wounding b1. ' S

| After replenishing at Ulithi, Colorado joined the pre-
jnvasion bombardment group at Kerama Retto 26
March 1945 for the invasion of Okinawa. She remained

there supplying fire support until 22 May when she

cleared for Leyte Gulf.

Returning to occupied Okinawa 6 August 1945, Colo-
rode sailed from there for the occupation of Japan,
covering the airborne landings st Atsugi Airfield, Tokyo,
27 August. Departing Tokyo Bay 20 September 1946
che arrived at San Francizco 15 October, then gteamed
to Seattle for the Navy Day celebration 27 October.
Assigned to “Magic Carpet’” duty she made three runs
to Pearl Harbor to transport 6,357 veterans home before

146

 gT0
@ AVNDIS VdD

reporting to Bremerton Navy Yerd for inactivation. .

She was placed out of commission in reserve there 7
January -1947, and seld for scrapping 23 July 1959,

Colorado-received seven battle stars for World War
II service.

Coloasus

A strikingly great persen or object; the giant statue
at Rhodes thus known was one of the seven wonders of
, the ancient world. - .

LT 1
(StwStr: t. 183; 1. 156'2": b, 31°9"; dr. 4'; 8. b k.; 8. 2
" 30-pdr., 1 12-pdr. sb., 4 94-pdr. how.)

\

The first Colossus, a stern wheel steamer, wWas built in
1864 at Freedom, Pa.; purchased 6 Decemmber 1864 at
Clncinnati, Ohio, by. the Navy Department; outfitted at
Mound -City, 11.; and commigsicned 24 February ‘1865,

. Acting Master F. G, Sampson in command.

Serving in the Mississippi Sgquadren, Colossus pa-
irolied the waters between Vicksburg, Miss., and the
Arkansas River until 15 June 1866 when she returned
'to Mound City. She was placed out of commission 3

 Iuly 1865 and sold 17 August 1866.

‘

The monitor Kelamazoo was renamed Colossus 16
‘Jume 1869 during construction, but never completed.

Coh']uiil

‘.‘ A cbunty in Georgia.

" (AK-174; dp. 7,125; 1. 838'6”; b. 50'; dr. 21175 5. 12 k.;
' cpl. 85; &. 1 3"; el Alamosa)

 Colquitt (AK-174) was launched 21 January 1945 by
Froemming Bros., Milwaukee, Wis., under a Maritime
Commission contract; sponsored by Mrs. Fred Ziliman;
traneferred to the Navy 17 August 1945: and commis-
sioned 22 September 1945, Lieutenant Commander F. E.
. Miner, USCG, in cornmand. Colgquitt was transferred to
the Coast Guard 2 days later and served until deecom-
missioned 11 March 1946, on which date her transfer to
the Coast Guard became permanent, She waa renamed
. and reclassified Kukui (WAK-186) by the Coast Guard.

(e

The personifitatrorett
The capital of South Cerolina and a river in the north-
western United States between Oregon and Washington.

Columbiz, a 44-gun frigate with a displacement of
1,508 tons, was burned on the stocks while under con-
atruction at Washington Navy Yard in 1814, to prevent
her from falling into enemy hands. ‘

I

(Fr: t.1,726; 1. 176’; b. 45'; dr. 22'; 8. 12 k.; cpl. 480;
a. 4 8" sb., 28 32-pdr., 22 42-pdr. car.)

The first Columbia, a ship-rigged sailing frigate, was
 built at Washington Navy Yard. Her keel was laid in
1895 but she was not launched until 9 March 1836.

On her first cruise from May 1838 to June 1840 with
Lieutenant George A. Magruder in command, Columbie
rounded the Cape of Good Hope to become flagship of
Commodore George C. Read in the East Indies. She
returned to the United States by way of Cape Horn, one
of the first U.S. naval ships to circumnavigate the globe.

Columbia served as flagship of the Home Squadron
from January to May 1842; cruised on the Brazil Sta-
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tion between July 1842 and Februsry 1844 and in the

Mediterranean from May to December 1844. She re- .
turned to the Brazil Station as flagship between Novem- -

ber 1B45 and October 1847, and was placed in ordinary
at Norfolk Navy Yard upon her return home. Except
for a cruise as flagship of the Home Squadron from
January 1853 to March 1855, she remained at Norfolk
until the cutbreak of the Civil War. Columbia was scut-
tled and burned by Union forces to aveid her capture by
Confederates upon the surrender of Norfolk Navy Yard

19 S

168'; b. 25'; dph. 14'; cpl. 100; a. 6 24-

(ScStr: ¢. 503; 1.
: pdr. sb., 1 30-pdr. r.)

The second Columbia, n screw steamer was captured

3 August 1862 by Santiago de Cuba while running the
biockade off the coast of Florida; purchased by the Navy
from the Key West Prize Court 4 November 1862;
outfitted at New York Navy Yard; and commissioned
sometime in December, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant
J. P. Couthouy in command. i

While serving with the North Atlantic Blockading

Squadron off Wilmington, N.C., Columbia ran aground
and was wrecked off Masonboro Inlet 14 January 1863.
Forty men of her crew, including her commanding offi-
cer, were captured by, the Confederates.

II%

Columbia

(IrcRam: ). 216’; b. 61'2"; dr. 13'6”)

The third Columbia, built in Charleston, S.C., in
1864, for the Confederate States Navy, was seized when

Union forces occupied Charleston in February 1B65.

Aground near Fort Moultrie, she was placed under the
command of Lieutenant. G. W. Hayward, raised on 26
April 1865, and a month later towed to Nerfolk, Va.
Columbia was drydocked on § June and repsirs were
begun, but on 16 June, she was decommissioned and

" placed in ordinary. She remained thus at Norfolk until

sold on 10 October 1867. .

(C-12: dp. 7;375; 1. 413'1"; b. 582", dr. 24'6"; 5. 23 k.;
cpl. 475 5. 18,2 67, 8 47, 4 18" it.; cl. Columbia)

The fourth Columbia (Cruiser No. 12} was launched
26 July 1892 by William Cramp & Sons Ship & Engine
Building Co., Philadelphia, Pa.; sponsored by  Miss H.
Morton; and commissioned 23 April 1894, Captain
G. W. Sumner in command. . '

Columbia joined the North Atlantic Squadron, and

from 30 July 1894 to 5 January 1895 cruised to protect

American interests in the Caribbean. She visited Europe
in the summer of 1896 and represented the United States
at the ceremonial opening of the Kiel Canal in June,
Returning to the east coast in August, she operated in
the western Atlantic until going in ordinary, in reserve
at Philadelphia Navy Yard 13 May 1897, ‘
Recommissioned 156 March 1898 for service in the
Spanish-American war Columbic patrolled slong the
Atlantic coast and in the West Indies until 26 August.

.21 April 1861. Following the close of the war she was .
raised and sold at Norfolk 10 October' 1867.

!

She convoyed troops to Puerto Rico and aided in its .

oceupation between July and 14 August. Columbia was
decommissioned and placed in reserve at Philadelphia
Navy Yard 31 March 1899. - -
 Following recommissioning on 31 Augusat 1902 Colum-
biz served as receiving ship at New York and from 9
November 1903 as a. part of the Atiantic Training
Squadron. Once more out of commissién at Philadelphia
3 May 1907 and 22 June 1915 the cruiser then joined

o
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the Submarine Flotilla as flagship. After cruising be-
tween tlhie various Atlantic submarine bases on inapec-
tion tours she was detached 19 April 1917. '
Colwmbia patrolled off the Delaware Breakwater from
21 April 1917 as flagship of Squadron 5, Patrol Force
until July where she joined the Cruiser quce as 8 con-
voy escort. Between 1 January and 13 Novembgr 1918
she made five Atlantic escort voyages, protecting the
passage of men and supplies for the American Expedi-
tionary Force in France. On her detachment 7 January
1919, she became flagship of Squadron 2, Destroyer
Force, Atlantic Fleet, operating along the east coast and
in the Caribbean. She was relieved as flagship on 29
May but continued cruising until decommissioned at
~Philadelphia Navy Yard 29 June 1921. _
Classified CA~18, 17 July 1920, she was renamed Old
Columbia 17 November 1921 and sold 26 January 1922.

v

éreat Northern (AG-9) (q.v.) was renamed Columbia
17 November 1921.. ; ’

vi . ‘
{CL-66: dp. 10,000; 1. 610°1"; b. 66'6™; dr. 20"; s. 33 k.;
i’ cpl. 992; a~ 12 67,712 B”; cl. leveland) .

The sixth Columbia (CL-56) was launched 17 Decem-
ber 1941 by New Yotk Shipbuilding Corp., Camden,
N.J.; sponsored by Misa J. A, Paschal; and commis- -
stoned 29 July 1942, Capiain W. A. Heard in command.

Sailing from Norfolk 9 November 1242, Columbia
arrived at Espiritu Santo, Néw Hebrides, 10 December,
and joined in the patrols west of the New Hebrides in
support of the continuing struggle for Guadaleanal. On
29 January ‘1943, while cruising off Rennel Island to
cover the movement of transports to Guadaleanal, Co-
{umbia’s group came under heavy sir attack, and the
2-day Battle of Rennel Island followed, with land and
carrier-baded aircraft joining in to protect the Amer-
ican ships. - Columbia aided in splashing three enemy
planes in this battle. Based on Efate from 1 February,
Columbig continued her patrols in the Selomons, and in
June carried out a bombardment and mining mission on
the 29th and 30th, coordinated with the. New Georgia
landings. On 11 2nd 12 July, she bombarded Munda, and
until 5 September, when she sailed for a brief overhaul
at Sydney, patrolled southeast of the Solomons.

Columbia tejoined her division on 24 September 1943
off .Vella LaVella, as patrols to intercept Japanese
shipping continued. As Marines stormed ashore on

 Bougainville 1 November, Columbia’s guns pounded- ..

targets on Buka and Bonis and in the Shortlands. On
_the night of 2 November, her force intercepted a Japa-
nese group saeiling to attack transports lying off Bou-
gainville. In. the furious fighting of the Battle of Em-
press Augusta Bay which resuited, Columbia joined in
sinking s Japanese cruiser and a destroyer, and turning -
the attackers back from their goal. She continued to

. support the Bougsainviile landings and bombard targets
in the Solomons through December.

After training exercises in the New Hebrides in Janu-
ary 1944, Columbia helped spearhead the attack and
occeupation of Nissan, one of the Green Islands, from 13
to 18 February, Early in March her group swept along

. the line between Truk and Kavieng in search of enemy
shipping, then covered the assault and occupation of
Emirau Island from 17 to 23 March. On 4 April Colum-
bie sailed from Port Purvis for an overhaul at San
Francisco, returning to the Solomons 24 August. ’

Columbia sortied from Port Purvis 6 September 1944
.with the covering force for the landings in the Palaus,
and remained off Peleliu to provide gunfire support to
forces ashore snd protection to assault shipping until
her return to Manus 28 September. She =zailed on 6
October, guarding the force which was to seize Dinagat
and other islands at the entrance of Leyte Gulf which
must be neutralized before the vast Leyte invasion fieet
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Ship-of-the-line Columbus

could enter the Gulf. These islands were taken on 17
October, and Columbia sailed on to give gunfire cover to
the main landings 3 days later. But aa the landings
proceeded, the Japanese fleet sailed south to give battle,
and on the night of 24 October, its zouthern force en-
tered Leyte Gulf through Surigac Strait Gallant at-
tacks by motor torpedo boats and destroyers on the
Japanese force opened this phase of the decisive Battle
for Leyte Gulf. Columbia with other eruisers had joined
the old BBs and lay in wait. In a classical maneuver,
the American ships capped the T of the Japanese column,
and opened heavy gunfire which sank the battleghip
Yamashire, and forced the heavily damaged cruiser
Mogami and other units to retire. Toward dawn, Colum-
bia sped to deliver the final blows which sank destroyer
Ascgumo, crippled in earlier attacks.

_ After replenishing- at Manus early in November,
Columbia returned to Leyte Gulf to protect reinforce-
mént convoys from air attack. In December, operating
from Kogsol Roade in the Palaus, she covered Army
landings on Mindoro, and  on 14 December, lost four of
her men when a gun misfired during an eir attack.

1

‘

On 1 January 1945 Columbia sailed for the landings
in Lingayen Gulf and on 6 January, as preinvesion’
bombardments were getting underway, deaperate Japa-
nese suicide attacks began. Columbiz was first crashed
close aboard by one of the kamikaze planes, then was
struck on her port quarter by a second. The plane and’
its. bomb penetrated two decks before exploding with
tremendously damaging effect; killing 13 and wounding-

44 of the crew, putting her after turrets out'of action,

and setting the. ship afire. Prompt flooding of twe
magazines prevented further explosions, and impressive -
damage control measures enabled Columbie to complete
her bombardment with her two operative turrets, and
remain in action to give close support to underwater
demolition teams. On the morning of the landings, 9
January, as Columbia lay close inshore and so sur-
rounded by landing craft that she was handicapped in
maneuver, she was again crashed by a kamikaze, knock-
ing out six gun directors and gun mount. Twenty-four
men were killed and 97 wounded, but drastically short-
handed as she was, Columbia again put out fires, re-
paired damage, and continued her bombardment and
fire support. Columbia sailed that night, guarding a
group of unleaded transports. Her crew’s accomplish-
ments in saving their ship and carrying out their mis-
sion without interruption were recognized with the
Navy Unit Commendation for this opgration,
Columbic received emergency repairs at Ssn Pedro
Bay, Leyte, and sailed on to an overhaul on the west

- coast, returning to Leyte 16 June 1945. Three daya

later she sailed for Balikpapan, Borneo, off which she
lay from 2B June, guarding minesweeping which pre-
ceded the invasion of the island on 1 July. She covered
the landing of Australian troops, and gave them gunfire
support through the next day, sailing then to join TF
95 in its repeated sweeps againat Japanese shipping in
the East China Sea. At the close of the war, she carried
inspection parties to Truk, the important Japanese base
bypassed during the war, and carried Army passengers
between Guam, Saipan, and Iwo Jima until sailing for
home 31 October, ’ .

After calling on the west coast, Columbia arrived at
Philadelphia 5 December 1945 for overhaul snd service
training Naval Reserve men-until 1 July 1946. She was

USS Columbus (CA-T4)
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decommissioned and placed in reserve at Philadelphia 30
November 1946, and sold 18 February 1959.

In addition to the Navy Unit Commendation, Colum-
biz received 10 battle stars for World War II service.

o Columbine

A ﬂowering herb.

I

(SwTug t. 133 L 117°; b, 36"; dph. 6'2", epl 25; a. 2
20- pdr. r)

The first Columbine, a side wheel tug, was bullt in
New York during 1850 as A. H. Schuliz; purchased by
the Navy 12 December 1862: outfitted by Howe & Cope-
land, New York; and plnced under the' command of
Actmg Master J.'S. Dennis.

Columbine patrolled with the South Atlantic Blockad-

ing Squadron off Port Roysl, S.C., from 6 January 1863 .

until 14 February 1864 when she arrived at Jacksonville,
Fla. From 9 to 12 March she participated in an expedi-
tion up the St. John's and Ocklawaha: Rivers durins
which she took one prize. On 22 May she again ascende
the St. John’s River bound for the relief of besieged
- Army posts but the following day she was captured and
burned by the Confederates. .

A

The second Coluvﬁbme, a lighthouse tender, served in
the Navy from 11 April 1917 to 1 July 1219, ass:g‘ned to
._the 14th and 5th Nnvnl Districts.

~

Columbm

" Christopher Columbus {1451-1506), the dlscoverer of
America.
The capital clty of Ohio.
. I .
(Ship: t. 200; cpl. 220;-a. 18 9-pdr., 10 6-pdr.)
The first Columbus, a 24-gun armed ship, was built at

Philadelphia in 1774 as Sally; purchased for the Conti- -

‘nental Navy in November 1776; Captain A. Whipple in
command.

Between 17 February and 8 April 1776, in company
with the other ships of Commodore E, Hopkms squsad-
ron, Celumbus took part in the expedition to New Provi-
dence. Bahamas, where the first Navy-Marine amphibi-
ous operation seized essential military supplies. On the
return passage, the squadron captured the BPBritish

- schooner, Hawk, on 4 April, and brig Bolton on the 5t
On 6 April the squadron engaged HMS Glasgow (20).
After 3 hours the action was broken off and Glasgow

" eacaped, leaving her tender to be captured. Later in
1776 Columbus cruised off the New England coast tak-

ing five prizes. Chased ashore on Point Judith, RI., 27
March 1778 by a British squadron, Co!umbus was
stripped of her sails, most of her rigging, and other
usable material by her crew before being abandoned.
She was burned by the enemy.

i1

{SL: t. 2,480; 1. 191'10'"; b. B63'6"’; dr 28°6""; cpl. '780
a. 68 32’pdr 24 42 pdr car.)

The second Columbus, rated a T4-gun ship-of-the-line,
was launched 1 March 181% by Washington Navy Yard'
and commissioned 7 September 1819 Msster ‘Com-
mandant J. H, Elton in command.

Clearing Norfolk, Va., 28 April 1820 Columbus served
as flagship for Commiodore W. Bainbridge in the Medi-~
terranean until returning to Boston 23 July 1821, Serv-
ing as a receiving ship after 1833, she remained at
Boston in ordinary until sailing to the Medlterranean
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29 August 1842, as flagship for Commodore C. W. Mor- -
gan. On 24 February 1843, she sailed from Genoa, Italy, . -
and reached Rio de Janelro, Brazil, 29 July to become
fiagship of the Brazil Squadron, “Commodore D. Turner
She returned to New York 27 May 1844 for repairs.
After embarking Commodore J. Biddle, Commander-
East Indies Squadron, she sailed 4 June 1845, for Can-
ton, China, where on 31 December, Commodore Biddie
exchanged ratified - copies of the first American com-

* mercial treaty with China. Columbus remained there

until April 1846 when she sailed for Japan to attempt
opening Japan to American commerce. She raised
Tokyo Bay 19 July in company with Vincennes but
achieved no success. Recalled at the outbreak of the
Mexican War Columbus reached Valparaise, Chile, in
December and arrived off Monterey, Calif,, 2 March
1B47. Too large to be useful in the California opemtmns
the sh1p sailed from San Francisco 25 July for Nerfolk,
arriving 3 March 1848,

At Norfolk Navy Yard Columbus lay in ordinary un- °

til 20 April 1861 when she was sunk by withdrawing

Union forces to prevent her {falling into Confederate ‘
hands,

111

(CA—'H dp. 13,600; 1. 674'11"; b, 70°10""; dr. 26°6";
s. 326 k.; epl. 1, 902 8. 987,12 57; ¢l Bammore)

The third Columbus (CA~74) was launched 30 Novem-

. ber 1944 by Bethlehem Steel-Co., Quiney, Mass.; spon-
. sored by Mrs. E. G. Meyers; and commlssxoned B June

1945, Captain A. Hobbs in command.

Joining the Pacific Fleet, Columbus reached Tsmgtao
China, 13 January 1946 for occupation duty. On 1 April
she helped- to sink 24 Japanese submarines, prizes of
war, and next day sailed for San Pedro, Calif. For the.
remainder of the year, she operated in west coast waters,
then made a second Far Eastern cruise from 15 January
to 12 June 1947.

After west coast operations and an \ overhaul at Puget
Sound Naval Shipysrd, Columbus cleared Bremerton
12 April 1948 to join the Atlantic Fleet, arriving at
Norfolk, Va., 19 May. Columbus made tw:: eruises as
flagship of Commander-in-Chief, Naval Forces Eastern
Atlantic and Mediterranean, frcm 13 September 1948
to 15 December 1949 and from 12 June 1950 to b October
1951, and one as flagship of Supreme Allied Commander,
Atlantlc during parts of NATO Operation “Mainbrace” .
from 256 August to 29 September 1952. She cruised in.

. the Mediterranean from October 1552 through January

1953, serving part of that time as flagship of the 6th
Fieet. Now flagship of Cruiser Division 6, she returned
to the Mediterranean from September. 1954 to January
1955. Between deployments, Columbus received neces-
sary overhauls and. carrled out training operations along
the east coast and in the Caribbean,

Reassigned to the Pacific Fleet, Columbus cleared -
Boston 8 November 1966 for Long Beach Calif., where
she arrived 2 December. Just a month later. on § Janu-
ary 1956, she sailed for Yokosuka, Japan, and operated

. with the 7th Fleet-until she returned to .Long Beach 8

July Columbns made two more cruises to the Far East -
in 1957 and 1958, During the late summer of 1958, her
presence was 8 reminder of American strength and
interest as she patrolled the Taiwan Straits during the
crisis brought on by the renewed shelling of the offshere
islands by the Chinese Communists. On B May 1959,
Columbus went out of commission at Puget Sound Naval
Shlpyard to begin her conversion to a puided migsile
c;l;lgser, and Bhe was reclassified CG-—12 30 September
1

. Cpl’.n.la {
A county in California. ) '

(APA-74; dp. 4,247; L. 426'; b, 58'; dr. 16'; 5. 16.9 k.;
cpl.‘ 370; a. 1 57, cl. Gilliam)
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~ Genesis of
submarmers ins 1gma

. submanne flanked by two dolphins. Dol-
phins, traditional attendants to Poseidon,
Greek god of the sea and patron deity of sailors, are

T he ‘insignia - of the submarine service is a

symbolic of a calm sea and are sometimes called .
the “sailor’s friend.”

The origin of the insignia dates back to 1912. On-
- June 13, CAPT Emest ]. King, commander Subma-
_rine Division 3, later a World War 1 Aeet admiral

and Chief of Naval Operations, suggested to
then-Secretary of the Navy {SecNav) George von L.
Meyer, via the Bureau of Navigation (now the
Bureau of Naval Persannel}, that a distinguishing
device for qualified submariners be adopted.

- He submitted his pen and ink sketch showing a
shield mounted on the beam ends of 2 submarine
with dolphins forward and aft of the conning tower.
The suggestion was strongly endorsed by com-

" mander submarine division, Atlantic,

A Philadelphia firm, previously contracted by
the Navy, was also asked to design a suitable badge.
The firm submitted two designs which were
combined into the single design used today. It
consisted of a bow view of a submarine cruising on
the surface, with bow planes rigged for diving,

* flanked by dolphms in a hozizonzal position with

their heads resting on the upper edgea of the bow
planes.

By March 29, 1924, the Chief of Naviganun
récommended to SecNav that the design be
adopted. Theodore Ropsevelt Jr, then” acting

SecNav, approved the recommendation.

Originally, the insignia was to be wom at all .
times by officers and enlisted men qualified in
submarine duty and attached to submarine units or
organizations ashore or afloat, and not to be worn
when not attached.

The officers’ insignia was a bronze, gold- plated
pin, worn centered above the left breast pocket and
above ribbons or medals. Enlisted men wore the
ingignia embroidered on silk, in white on blue for
blue clothing, and blue on white for white clothing.
This was sewn on the outside of the right sleeve,
midway betwee.n the wrist and the elbow. The
device was 2,75 inches long.

In mld-1947 the embroidered devic: ‘shifted
from the slceve of the enlisted men's jumper to

above the left breast pocket. A change to uniform

regulations dated Sept. 11, 1950, authorized the
embroidered insignia for officers and a bronze,
gilver- plated pin-on insignia for enlisted men.

The wearing of embroidered or pin-on devices by

officers and enlisted men, on the coat of service . .

dress blue, full dress white, dinner: dress:blue and-

dinner dress white jackets and aviation.green = |

working uniforms was authorlzed in- thz 1981_.- '

"Uniform Regulations:

The devices are also wofn om: thekhaki ahu't and_ :
the long sleeve blue and summer white shirts; The -

embroidered device's background material: also - -
must match the color of the umiorm.on wh.u:!mt A8, .

worn.
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— Remarks as delivered by

' The Honorable John H. Dalton
Secretary of the Navy
Chrlstenlng of the USS TOLEDO(SSN—?GQ)
‘Newport News, VA : ‘
28 August'1993

FREEDOM REMAINS THE HIBBION

Thank you, Admlral Smlth for your warm and grac1ous
introduction.

Today is another great day for the Unlted States Navy and
our submarine force, and I would like to begin by thanking all Rt
our distinguished guests for their presence and support. We all
appreciate the presence of Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur and Mayor
John McHugh, representing the 9th District of Ohie and Toledo,
that fine city and soon-to-be namesake for this submarine.
Congressman Bobby Scott, representing the 3rd District of
Virginia, is no stranger to the Navy. We certainly appreciate
his’ support for shipbuilding here at Newport News. Of course,
our special thanks go to Mrs. ‘Sabra Smith, Toledo's sponsor, andf
to the sSmiths' daughter Evangzline, the Mald of Honor. Their
enthu51asm in supportlng thls christening ceremony is very
evident. _ .

In considering the future of our submarine force, I note
,that it has - always far exceeded the expectations of skeptics.
‘Even the first President to get underway and dive in a submarine
--Theodore Roosevelt in the submarine PLUNGER in 1905--was quite
cautious in writing that while "a good deal can be done with
these submarines...there is always the danger of people getting
carried away with the idea and thinking they can be of more use
than they possibly can be." Well, President Roosevelt did not
foresee the role of submarines in destroying Japanese commerce in
World War Two, or preserving peace through deterrence throughout
the Cold War, or firing Tomahawks against -the forces of Saddam
Hussein. ‘

In any event 1 don't think I'm gettlng carried away when I
describe the 51gn1f1cance of this ceremony. And I know our
Commander-in-Chief, President Bill Clinton is committed to a
strong America and Armed Forces that are second to none, as he
affirmed during his visit to aircraft carrier THEODORE ROOSEVELT,
and more recently aboard the CARL VINSON--which were both built
well here in Newport News.

As a former submariner, this ceremony is more than a
symbolic ritual in the building of a powerful warship. It has a
deep persconal meaning for me as well. It represents a sense of
renewal within the submarine force--and indeed the entire Navy--
77~ . as we chart the waters of a new, but uncertain world. '

o1
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In bulldlng the future ‘submarine force, we are not merely
replacing older submarines with new hulls, we are replac1ng them
with whole new CapabllltleS. Our intent is to harness new
technologies,. new methods of construction, and new processes in
order to build greater naval power and quality into a smaller
fleet.. This effort is the critical element behind ocur plan to
"right-size" ocur- Armed.Forces in the post-Cold War environment.
The christening of TOLEDO represents this effort, and represents

- the continuing upgrade: that malntalns our domlnance in submarlne
' warfare. . v

A month age, prior to my confirmation as Secretary, I
attended the decommissioning ceremony for one of the boats I
served on, USS JOHN C. CALHOUN. That event gave me a chance to
reflect on the challenges and sacrifices required of our . o
submariners, the challenges and sacrifices that will undoubtedly
face the future crew of TOLEDO. It also allowed me to think
. about the great advances that have occurred in the submarine
force since the days of my service. As saddened as I was by the
thought of JOHN C. CALHOUN's retirement after almost thirty years
+ in commission, I realized, too, how.proud I was of our Navy, our
submarine force, and our sailors. I also realized how much all
three have continuously improved in quality, so that today we are
. constructing not only the finest submarines, but we. alsoc have the
" finest submariners.. TOLEDO i1s on the cuttlng edge of this
- continuous 1mprovement

We must always remember that as magnificent as the hull and
systems of TOLEDO may be--and it is truly a marvel of technolegy
--her success will be determined by her motivated, highly-trained
crew, the men Commander Loye and his successors will lead, and by,
all the men and women of the Naval service who will support that
crew's requirements. Our people will form the beating heart of
this submarine, bringing her vital, powerful systems to life.

And what people!  When President Clinton offered me the job
of Secretary of the Navy he said, "John, you will inherit the
finest Navy and Marine Corps in our history in quallty of
people.” I knew he was right, of course. But since my
confirmation, I have had the opportunity to go out and visit the s
fleet--and let me tell you, they are the finest men and women I
have ever seen. As an American and as a taxpayer, I am very,
very proud of them. 1 considered my shipmates on JOHN C. CALHOUN
well trained, dedicated and skilled, but I must admit to you that
the sailors that I have met in my recent travels are even better.
This fact reinforced in my mind that my job as Secretary is to
ensure that our sailors and Marines continue to.be as well
trained and motivated, are treated with dignity and respect, and
are given the. best tools possible--such as the soon-to-be TOLEDO

— --s0 that they can continue their mission of protecting freedom.
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" of our nation's submarine shipbuilding capability. We must-

This'is -the personal meaning that the christening today
holds for me: I have had the pleasure to see the change from the
Cold War-era Navy in which I served, focussed as we were on the
ominous and powerful Soviet threat with its huge submarine force.
It was the contribution of submariners-such as the men of JOHN C.
CALHOUN that. brought victory in the Cold War, deterring the .
expansion of Communism while the internal contradictions 'in that
system caused its collapse. And now I have the privilege, as
Secretary of the Navy to greet the new era with the launching ‘of
TOLEDO, a submarine capable of performing the missions of our new
strategy "...From the Sea." It is the privilege of seeing the
finest submarines of our history being manned by the finest
sailors in our history, continuing America's defense into the
future. . :

To me, there is no question about what submarines_can do now
or- in the future. The role of the 688-class submarine in
Operation Desert Storm--destroying targets with Tomahawk missiles
and deterring potential hostile actions by other radical nations
--has proved that TOLEDO and her sister ships can handle the -
diverse threats facing our country tocday. OQur submarine force
remains our trump card in retaining command of the seas--an

-absolute necessity for the defense of our maritime nation and the

bedrock prerequisite for being able to carry out our "...From the '
Sea" strategy. Our submarine force is critical in ensuring that

‘no other nation can challenge us at sea. And indeed, our

submarines can perform missions in support of all future
operatlons that are only limited by imaglnatlon

In provldlng these tools w1th whlch to defend freedom, ‘let
there be no mistake about our commitment towards preserving our

.industrial base . for constructing submarines such as TOLEDO. As I

said at my confirmation hearing, my preference is to maintain a
slow rate of submarine production that will ensure the survival

-
ensure that our "right-sizing" process does not allow the decay

of the absolutely superb engineering and construction skills that
are constantly demonstrated by such men and women as are here at
Newport News Shipbuilding. The sXills of the men and women’ of

-Newport News, along with our other civilian shipyards, are vital

assets to our nation. While I can neither guarantee nor predict
the future, I intend to use every opportunity to ensure that
preservation of the submarine industrial base remains a key
element in our planning for future defense requirements.

During his speech at my swearing-in ceremony at the U.S.
Naval Academy, Deputy Secretary of Defense Bill Perry spoke of
the need for the United States military to maintain--as he called
it--"an unfair competitive advantage" over all potentially
hostile opponents. In my mind, it is our superb nuclear

.

'
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submarine force--built by our superior technology; submarine
construction capabilities and shlpyard personnel--that prov1des
one of our key unfair comparative advantages at sea.

And this has been true since the comm1551on1ng of USS
NAUTILUS in 1954. As I said, I feel the pride in what the
officers and crew of the submarine force, both ballistic missile
and. attack boats, have accomplished for almost forty years: the
deterrence of nuclear and global war. In this they have achieved
the greatest of victories. When the Cold War was at its height,
our subs were always on the front lines--training, preparing,
gathering information and deterring. That was our policy and it

succeeded. : g

In welcoming the new TOLEDO, we should-péuse to remember--

and take pride in--the patrols, the preparations, the perscnal

sacrifices, and the separations from loved ones that were
required to preserve the peace. We should even remember the

. arduous safety 1nspect10ns, which were critical and highly.

successful in ensuring the safety of our environment. It was the
hard work of crews like that of NAUTILUS, JOHN C. CALHOUN, and

- every other submarine that made our era of superpower deterrence

a reality. The freedom of Americans and our friends and allies

. was safeguarded by the actions of these sailors thousands of

miles from their homes. They stood watch, not for themselves,:
but for their loved ones, friends and nelghbors in cities across
America, cities with names such as Los Angeles, Newport News, and
Toledo. : Co N

As we enter this era of national renewal, it is appropriate
that SSN 769, like all the submarines of the LOS ‘ANGELES-class,
bear the name of one of our proud cities. Toledo, Ohio--
represented here today by Congresswoman Kaptur and Mayor McHugh-—
is 'an industrial powerhouse in'the heartland of America, a place
where the American dream has been built and renewed across
generations: Tolede, on the banks of the Maumee River and the
West tip of Lake Erie, is no stranger to the ways of ships,
having a fine international port. But what is most important
about SSN 769's christening as TOLEDO is that it underscores the
true mission of each and every Naval vessel: to-defend the
blessings of American liberty. And to do it .day in and day out -
in the far reaches of the deep oceans and off’ the coasts of v
troubled lands. :

Christening'this submarine "TOLEDO" symbolizes the. link
between a dedicated, courageous crew with the people of the city
of TOLEDO -and: all the American people who entrust the mission of

safeguarding our freedom to the United States Navy. The Navy.is

very proud to have the opportunlty to christen this submarine in

the name of TOLEDO. It is our hope that the people of TOLEDO

will always be proud of us. It is our responsibility to upheld
those traditional core values of the_Naval service--values dating

4

N

AVNOHIS V4O 599 £69 oL D 62:2T v6/E2/60.




-~

LOO [

will become -part of our legacy as Americans.

t

back to the founding of our Navy. The values are simple: honor,
courage, commitment, and leadership. They are the values upon
which both our military and our society were founded, and they
are the basis of our pride. They are the values that the first
USS TOLEDO, a heavy cruiser, carried into battle at the landing
at Inchon, Korea during'the Korean War. It was the battle that
won the independence of the modern nation of South Korea.

‘ It is my prayer that the new TOLEDO will never have to go to
battle, but will spend her days in the deterrence.of war and '

- preservation of peace. But if fate and injustice and the tyrants
‘of this world challenge us, I know she will bring honor te her

crew, the Naval service and the citizens of  Toledo. The spirit
that built that proud city will sail on in this submarine. = Its
true course will be within our hearts and our resolve; its deeds

1

, Freedom‘remainS‘our mission; TOLEDO will be the means. It
is fitting she will bear the name of the home of proud,

\

independent and caring people.

Thank you all. God bless our Nation, Newport News/ the Navy -
and Marine Corps, and the city and ship called "TOLEDO." '
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Remarks as delivered by -

The Honorable John H. Dalton - - : ‘

Secretary of' the Navy

The: Christening of .GREENEVILLE

Newport News, VA

17 September 1994
- . L

The Silent Patriots

Thank you, Admiral Boorda for your kind introduction. I

- would like to begin by thanking our distinguished guests here

today for their presence and support. We all truly appreciate
the presence of Lt. Gov. John Wilder of Tennessee, and Mayor Tom
Love of Greeneville, a great American city which w111 soon be the
proud namesake for this submarine. I am glad to be on the podlum
with Congressman Bobby Scott a Harvard classmate of Vice
President Al Gore; Congressman Jimmy Quillen who represents
Greeneville, TN and Congressman Owen Pickett of the House Armed
Services Committee. :

‘A special thanks is due to Mrs. Tipper Gore, GREENEVILLE's
sponsor, and to Mrs. Nancy Hatch and Mrs. Donna Simmerman, the
matrons of honor for today's christening. It is a longstanding
Navy tradition to have the sponsor pick the matron or maid of
honor. Usually the sponsor plcks her mother, her daughter or a
close frlend.

When Mrs. Gore asked Nancy Hatch and Donna Simmerman, the

wives of GREENEVILLE's Prospective Commanding Officer and Chief '

of the Beoat, to be the matrons of. honor I was not in the least
bit surprlsed.

Her-choice of these two women as the matrons of honor -
clearly demonstrates the deep-seated care and concern for people
that both Tipper Gore and the Vice President have shown since
coming to Washington. This "put people first" attitude, which is
the benchmark of the Clinton administration, and has been-evident

- in everything that the Vice President and his family have done in

their long term of distinguished public service.

The Gores' relatlonshlp with this submarlne started in 1989
when the Vice President was still a Senator. He wrote to then
Secretary of the Navy, 'Larry Garrett, suggesting that SSN 772 be
named USS GREENEVILLE '

_ Gre@neVllle, Tennessee 1tself was named after the heroic
Revolutionary War General Nathanael Greene, it was the home of
President Andrew Johnson, and Greene county was the birthplace of
the legendary Davy Crockett., This area of Tennessee takes great
pride in its historical significance, and after today Greeneville

/
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will have yet another claim to fame as the proud namesake of
America's newest nuclear attack submarine. The patriotic spirit
and the strong values of all Tennesseeans should serve to inspire
GREENEVILLE's crew as they prepare her to serve our country.

With Tipper Gore as GREENEVILLE's sponsor, the Gore family's
‘relationship -with this submarine will continue for years to come. ‘
Naval folklore says that a ship is imbued with the spirit of her
sponsor. In the course of her life this ship will have many
Commanding Officers and many fine Sailors will be part of her
crew, but she will have only one. sponsor. GREENEVILLE is’
lncredlbly fortunate to have such a carlng and concerned sponsor.

In fact, Just -this morning Tipper and my wife Margaret
jolned the assembly of Tidewater area ombudsmen during their
semi-annual training and met with mllltary spouses to listen to
their concarns about quality of life issues. A submarine with
Tipper's spirit will take good care of its Sailors at sea, and I
am certain this submarine will have a long and 1llustrlous career

- in the ‘Nation's service.

. Tlpper Gore's recent visit to Rwanda to be with sick.and
.dying people and our military personnel showed the world what a
loving, caring, and wonderful person she is. Tipper this
submarine, the city of Greeneville, and the U.S. Navy are all
greatly honored to have you serve as sponsor of this sh1p We
salute you!

Today is a day to be thankful...thankful for the men and
. women who built this great warship. As Americans we can .all
take pride in this christening. Yet, nobody is more proud than
the people who built this masterplece of technology that we are
naming GREENEVILLE. )

, About a year and a half from today,.after exhaustive sea
trials and tests, GREENEVILLE will be commissioned and will
formally enter the, U.S. Navy's fleet. It will then set sail '
filled with the spirit of service to our country that motivates
our Sailors and Marines. As we speak, they stand watch around the
qlobe in defense of American freedom. :

The mission of the Department'of.the-Navy is 'to deliver a’
quality and cost-effective defense for America. The Navy and
Marine Corps do this by operating forward in regions of potential
crisis...enforcing sanctions in the Middle East and off
Haiti...providing support for relief efforts in Rwanda and the
former Yugoslavia and, with our forWard presence, maintaining
peace in the North Pacific.

USS GREENEVILLE will one day be perfdrming these same
missions in defense of our liberty. That future commissioning
day will be the Navy's day, but teday at this christening I

2
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believe it is appropriate to celebrate and congratulate the
shipbuilders who have worked so hard to bring this day to
reality. :

On behalf of the Department of the Navy, I salute the
shipbuilders of Newport News for building yet another mighty

‘ship. They are the men and women who have worked day after day,

month after month with precision and profe551onallsm bringing
this hull together. They are the pipefitters, the shipfitters,
the welders, the electricians, the plumbers, the engineers and so
many others who have worked tlrelessly to build GREENEVILLE.

They are all patriots--silent patriots—-and today is their day.

I want to thank them all. 1In so doing, I want to mention what ‘a

'few of them have done in their jobs.

The first person ‘T want to talk about is Sandra Wooldrldge
who has been a welder on submarines here in Newport News since
1979. Her husband, Wllllam, is also a welder in the shlpyard and -
her son, Kelth Lambert is an electrician.

sandra, you understand that the safety of the crew and the
success of their mission might depend on the quality of your
welding. You think about them being under the water and the

amazing pressure that sgqueezes a submarine as it dives to the

depths of the ocean. The men you see before you today are
counting on your welds to hold. ’

The success. or failure of their mission may well be
determined by the integrity of one of those tough to reach welds,
behind some pipe in the engine room. It might even be a weld you

“must use a mirror to see. As.a former submariner, I have been

there. I remember what it was 1like to hear the groans of the

‘hull as the submarine submerged and proceeded .to the depths of

the sea, and I also remember the confidence I felt in know1ng
that the weld would hold.

Sandra, thank you for your skills and the prlde you take in -
your work. I know that an entire-future generation of
GREENEVILLE Sailors is grateful to you for the quallty work you
have done.

" Among the shipfitters in this shipyard is a young man named
Scott Wertz who has worked on submarines at Newport News since
1989. He is a specialist; what is known around the shipyard as a
"recessman." He builds the recesses where the torpedoes actually

-are fired from the hull. It is not a popular Jjob because he must

work in very confined spaces, but Scott takes pride in the
difficult nature of his work

"The specifications‘and tolerances for his workgare less than
one sixteenth of an inch. . After building the recesses for seven
submarines that are now sailing in-‘the fleet, not a.single "Wertz

3
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recess" has eveér required repair.. Scott, I know your wife, your
daughter and your fellow workers are proud of you and I thank you
for your hard work and dedlcatlon.-

By its nature, all wotk done on a nuclear submarine is
incredibly precise, but none requires more precision and skill
than the job of a pipefitter. Kenny Umphlett has been a
pipefitter at Newport News since 1974. His wife, Kelly, is a

~drawing clerk for the shipyard and their chlldren Kimberly and

Drew are here with them today

. On some of GREENEVILLE's pipes it is so critical that the
fit be perfect that it 15 necessary to x-Ray the joint to see if
the plpefltter did a good job. The X-Ray does not lie. If there
is a flaw in the fit the X-Ray will highlight it. Pipefitting is

- a demanding job, because perfection is the standard. Kenny, you

and the people you work with have valuable skills and talents and
I want you to know that all Americans are grateful

This submarine has been a part of your lives at Newport News
since the keel was laid in April 1992. It will continue to'be a
part of your lives as long as it goes to sea with a crew, because
those of you who built her will always be part of her crew.

There are thousands more silent patriots here at Newport News.

I wish i could recognize all of you who have worked so hard

“to build this great ship. You are special people with important

skills and you should be proud of what you have built for your
country.. On behalf of the Navy and the American taxpayers I
thank you, each one of you, for all you have done. '

GREENEVILLE is programmed to serve in the silent service for
at least thirty years because of the high quality work that
Newport News has produced. . The quality starts with the
craftsmanship of people like Sandra Wooldridge, Scott Wertz,
Kenny Umphlett and their fellow craftsmen, who have been trained
by their predecessors and who will now train the next generation .
of shipbuilders here at Newport News.

GREENEVILLE represents the culmination of forty years of.
American ingenuity in nuclear shipbuilding. The officers and
crew of GREENEVILLE are fortunate to have such a fine ship to
take to sea. Even though, there are rigorous sea trials that lie

.ahead in the future, she has already passed her first major -

quality 1nspectlon.

Just last week all of the men and women who had worked on
GREENEVILLE wrote messages to the submarine on a banner draped on
her nose. It is a farewell tradition here at Newport News; a way
for these craftsmen to leave a parting thought with their
submarine; a way for them to certify her ready for launch.

Having served deep beneath the sea, I can think of nothing that’

4.
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would make me feel more secure than knowing that tk
have signed my ship out of the yard. ’

With the craftsmanship supplied by Newport Ne : hd thc;.

spirit supplied by Tipper Gore...GREENEVILLE will @i truly
special ship. ' . ’
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how many worked on this sub

FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
REMARKS AT THE CHRISTENING OF THE COLUMEIA SUBMARINE
GROTON, CONNECTICUT
SEPTEMBER 24, 1994

DRAFT

[Acknowledgments: Secretary of the Navy John Dalton; James
Turner, President of Electric Boat???]

It's an honor and a privilege to be here on what is truly an
historic day for Electric Boat, for the Navy, and for all
Americans.

I have to confess that I'm a bit nervous about my role. Back
in April, I was invited to throw out the first ball at Wrigley
Field on opening day. Throwing a ball was something I could
practice beforehand. But I couldn't figure out any way to
practice breaking a ¢hampagne bottle on the bow of a submarine.

This day is historic because it represents the end of an era
in shipbuilding. The COLUMBIA is the last submarine that will be
launched this way and, of course, it's the last
Los Angeles class submarine being built here at Electric Boat.

ith

But that's not bad n ;g. It's a sign of how far we have come
in making the world safey and more secure. It's a reflection of
the masterful work thatfcontinues in this shipyard on the SEAWOLF
-- a ship that the President believes is vital to preserving our
submarine industrial base. - aad em ke ttet gentiadbin [cockrmaren

And it's a reminder that we live in a time of new
~challenges, new hopes, and new opportunities. In the post-Cold gL et

War era we have new enemies that can spring up unexpected in a el
corner of the globe. We are being tested from one contj fo}
another on our capacity to preserve the peace. We are adjusting

to new economic and political demands that require us to downsize
of our defense industry without sacrificing our technological
superiority.

Given these new realities, the launching of the COLUMBIA
takes on even greater historic significance. This submarine not
only represents cur best defense in the event of a military
conflict, 1t also represents a tradition of technological
superiority that we never want to lose.

In learning a little about the history of the six [ck]
Columbias previously commissioned by the Navy, I found out that
one was a fur trader [ck], one was a xxxxx, and the last Columbia
was the famous light cruiser [ck], the CL-56, that performed

1




You have to get it right. Because i1f this submarine 1is
submerged at xxx {ck] miles in heostile waters, it's too late to
find out that a joint was welded improperly or a pipe was fitted
inaccurately.

‘'The fact that you "don't have recalls" reflects not only the
standards you consistently set and meet at Electric Boat, but
also the ethos of hard work and dedication that prevails here.

On behalf of the President and all Americang, I salute all
of you for contributing to the security of your fellow citizens
by building this extraordinary vessel. I salute you crew members
for your courage and fortitude in taking on one of the most
challenging assignments in our armed forces. And I salute all of
you for offering such a brilliant example of what can be
accomplished when we work hard, work together, and work for a
common purpose.

Thank vyou.

#H#
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heroically in the Pacific in World War II, even after being
bombarded during a kamikaze attack in early 1945.

So this newest Columbia not only carries with it the spirit
of three great cities [tha_gglumbéaz im Missouri, South Carolina,
and Illinois] but also the spirit of some very noble and
courageous ancestors in our naval fleet.

Today, we celebrate the skilled and dedicated men and women
who are building this ship [can we call it ship?] -- and the crew
that is training to sail it. In many ways, this day is a
celebration of tradition, of basic wvalueg, of a culture that
still prizes dedication, precision, and cooperation.

The President speaks often about the importance of hard work
and taking responsibility. He speaks often about the need for us
to come together with a sense of common purpose -- even if we
have different backgrounds, different skills, different
experiences.

The building of the Columbia is a perfect example of the
values the President is talking about. Because when you think
about it, the building cof a of a good ship requires the same
values as the building of a strong and healthy society. -y

Htvs v © PWR(‘

Secretary Dalton was a submariner so he knows far more about
submarine building than I do. But one thing I do know is that no .
one here ever does a sloppy job. The welders who work on tH& hull
must make joints that are absolutely perfect. The machinists who
make torpedo tubes or sea water valves must meet specifications
by millimeters. And the same precisicn is required of carpenters
building the cradle and the launch ways, pipefitters,
shipfitters, electricians, electronics technicians, recessers,
plumbers, riggers, sheet metal workers, and engineers.

So while I can't tell you much about turbines or ballast
tanks, I do know that an extraordinary amount of care, personal
integrity, responsibility, and teamwork is required to build this

submarine. Possgs AL el Yoo do ca b so? he acdd . O
conh ba sloply . F tanf fe

And I knmnew—tirat there are important lessons for the rest of ~-
us in the jobs that you do as submarine builders -- and in the
exhaustive, careful training that you undergc as members of the
crew. :

One lesson is that the glory comes not only from the battle
but from the preparation beforehand. Success requires planning.
Patience. Perseverance. Precision and skill.

Someone was talking recently about the submarines built here
and he said: "We don't have recalls."

Ny
&y
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SUPERVISOR OF SHIPBUILDING, CONVERSION
AND REPAIR, USN
GROTON, CONNECTICUT

& June 1994

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton
The White House

Washington, DC 20500-0001 6

Dear Mrs. clincon:

The Chief of Naval Operations has advised
me that you have accepted the invitation of the
gecretary of the Navy to serve as sponsor for
COLUMBIA (SSN 771). May I offer my congratu-
lations. _ '

The launching is scheduled for September 24,

1994 at General pDynamics Cprporation, Electric 1

Boat Division in Groton, Connecticut. The ship- ' B

builder is in charge of the launching ceremony

and Mrs. bonna M. Simpson, Manager of Community

Relations and gpecial gEvents for flectric Boat, —

will contact Y© ro provide you with all of the

details associated with the event. : ,

- ed

1f there is any matter in which I may be

of assistance, please do not hesitate to call.

My telephone number is area code (203) 433-2665.

o
o
-

gincerely, S
' ' had

Cot——"

w. D. SON
Captain, U. S. Navy

-

C N. D. Ruenzel ™

Director of Communications

- NDR:ihm
Enclosure
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THE WHITE HOUSE

August 15, 1994

D. R. Govan

Commander, U, S. Navy
Commanding Officer

PCU Columbia (SSN 771)

73 Eastern Point Road

Groton, Connecticut 06340-4990

- Dear Commander Govan,

Thank you for your very kind and
thoughtful letter. I look forward to the
Columbia’s historic launch with great
anticipation and am deeply honored to be
its sponsor.

Wwith kind regards to you and the crew
and best wishes for Columbia’s successful
completion, I am

Sincerely yours,

| b e ofl i (ot

Hillary [Rodham Clinton
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COMMANDING OFFICER
i \\ PCU COLUMBIA (SSN 771)

May 20, 1994

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mrs. Clinton,

It is with great pleasure I welcome you aboard
the United States Navy's newest fast attack
submarine; the COLUMBIA (SSN 771}. The crew is
excited and honored that the first lady will be the
sponsor of our ship. It is an old sailor's belief
that the sponsor's personality is passed to the
ship upon commissioning. I can only hope that this
folklore holds true for us in creating the finest,
most capable submarine in the fleet.

COLUMBIA is named for the three great cities of
the same name in Missouri, Illinois, and South
Carolina; for the statue of freedom atop the
Capitol Building; and for the previous ships named
COLUMBIA, most notably the World War II light
cruiser, CL-56. We have been building a close
relationship with all our namesake cities and have
made plans for public relations trips to all three
cities. Public support is strong in all three
communities. All three communities and a
contingent from the CL-56 Association will attend
the launch events in September. oOur ship's crest
has been finalized and has incorporated symbolic
inputs from each namesake city. A copy of the seal
and description are enclosed.




The ship's construction is proceeding as
planned and the launch ceremony will occur as
scheduled on September 24, 1994.

Approximately seventy-five percent of the crew
has arrived and are actively involved in monitoring
the construction process. The COLUMBIA will be the
last Los Angeles Class submarine built at Electric
Boat Shipbuilding in Groton Connecticut and also
the last submarine to be launched in the
traditional way of sliding down the rails into the
water. The shipyard is putting special care and
effort into the construction of COLUMBIA and will
go all out for the launch festivities.

Once again, I am excited and honored to have
you as our sponsor and look forward to meeting you
personally. :

Sincerely,

. R. GOVAN
Commander, U.S. Navy
Commanding Officer




USS COLUMBIA (SSN 771)

OFFICIAL SEAL

MOTTO

"preserving Freedom on the seas", located at the Statue of
Freedom's feet, represent the foundation of her efforts while in

service.

SYMBOLISM

Lady Figqure. Represents the Sstatue of Freedom atop the capitol
Building, giving 1ife to the female personification traditional
of naval ships. she is leaning forward and jooking ahead to
indicate the speed and direction of the United States Navy. Her
trident symbolizes sea prowess and naval weaponry, poth past and
present. The commissioning pennant with seven stars represent
her as the seventh commissioned naval ship USS COLUMBIA. The ten
stars on her sash represent the battle stars earned by the last
fighting ship USS COLUMBIA (CL-56).

states. Located below the 1ady, indicate the support of the
people. The states of Missouri, Tllinois, and South Carolina
represent the locations of our nnamesake cities".

Animals. The animals, chosen by each city as that which best
represents their people, indicate ‘the spirit instilled by those
communities in the personality of the ship CcOLUMBIA. The tiger,
representing Columbia, Missouri, indicates strength and hunting
ability. The eagle, representing Columbia, I1linois, indicates
speed and the ability to find prey at great distances. The

gamecock, representing columbia, South carolina, indicates

.

gquickness and the courage to fight to the death.




THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20350-1000

16 August 1994

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton
The White House

Washington, DC 20500
i
Dear Mrf-/ﬂri’ﬂ‘é%: “—'Va/
We are very much looking forward to having you sponsor the
submarine COLUMBIA in Groton, Connecticut on September 24th.

As Donna McLarty can tell you, the experience of
participating in a ship’s christening ceremony is a special
thrill indeed. It is an honor for us to have you launch the last
"glider” down the building ways.

As I mentioned in my letter of April 22nd to you, we would
be honored if you would also like to be the principal speaker for
the day‘’s event. And of course, if his schedule permits, we
would be delighted if the President could share the day with you
and speak to the thousands of participants at the ceremony.

In any case, the real excitement will come when you break
the champagne bottle on COLUMBIA’s sail and name her on behalf of
the United States.

Please have your staff contact my office regarding your
plans in connection with this event. Margaret and I look forward
to seeing you on the 24th.

Sincerely,




Schedule Proposal

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 18, 1994

ACCEPT

REGRET PENDING

TO:
FROM:

REQUEST:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

PREVIOUS
PARTICIPATION:

DATE AND TIME:

DURATION:
LOCATION:
PARTICIPANTS:
OUTLINE OF EVENT:
REMARKS REQUIRED:
MEDIA COVERAGE:

RECOMMENDED BY:

Ricki Seidman
Assistant to the President and Director

of Scheduling and Advance

Philip Lader
Assistant to the President and

Deputy Chief of Staff

The President to accompany the First
Lady to the Christening Ceremony of
the Submarine COLUMBIA in Groton,
Connecticut.

To ensure the launching ceremony is an
exciting and memorable occasion for the
Naval shipyard and all personnel
present.

This time-honored ceremony consists of
the naming of the vessel by a sponsor
(i.e., USS COLUMBIA), a few words from
the sponsor, and breaking a bottle of
wine/champagne on the bow or stem of the
ship as she slips down the "“ways" into
the sea. Submarine COLUMBIA will be the
last fast attack submarine christened.

None

Saturday, September 24, 1994, time to be
determined

To be determined

Naval Shipyard, Groteon, Connecticut.
To be determined

To be determined

None

Open

John H. Dalton

Secretary of the Navy
Alphonso Maldon, Jr.
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
WASHINGTON
22 April 1994

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton
The White House
Washington, DBC 20500

_Dear MrféfclénfEh: ;

I am delighted that you have accepted our invitation to be
the sponsor of the submarine COLUMBIA on September 24, 1994, in

Groton, Connecticut.

The launching ceremony will be an exciting and memorable
occasion for you and your participation will make the event
unforgettable for the shipyard and the naval personnel present.

This letter provides additional details on the typical
christening ceremony schedule of events. We will, of course, be
happy o modify the agenda to suit your desires and the demands

upon your schedule.

The timing of the ceremony, which takes about an hour, is
dictated by the tides in the Thames River into which COLUMBIA
will be launched. It is anticipated that it will commence around

noon.

Traditicnally, the shipyard hosta a dinner in honor of the
spongor on the night before the christening. This dinner is
usually held at 6:30 p.m. at a hotel in Mystic, Connecticut.
Electric Boat Division of General Dynamics hosts the dinner to
gather platform principals in an informal setting to get
acquainted prior to the ceremony. In light of the many competing
pressures on your time, if you would prefer to omit this event
and arrive in New London on the morning of the ceremony, we would

certainly understand.

Enclosed are sample programs from launching cerembnies for
two other submarines of this same class.

We would be honored if you would agree to serve as the
event‘s principal speaker as well as sponsor. If you desire to
do so, we would likely follow a scenario along the lines of that
used at the christening of "SPRINGFIELD" at which then-Secretary
of Labor Lynn Martin performed the dual role of sponsor/speaker.

If you prefer to say just a few words in addition to
breaking the bottle on COLUMBIA’'s bow, we would follow an
itinerary somewhat like that used at the christening of

"HARTFORD. "

-
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- COMMANDING OFFICER
\\ PCU COLUMBIA (SSN 771)

May 20, 1994

Mrs. Hillary Rodham clinton
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mrs. Clinton,

It is with great pleasure 1 welcome you aboard
the United States Navy's newest fast attack
submarine; the COLUMBIA (sSN 771). The crew is
excited and honored that the first lady will be the
sponsor of our ship. It is an old sailor's belief
that the sponsor’'s personality is passed to the
ship upon commissioning. I can only hope that this

folklore holds true for us 1n creating the finest,
most capable submarine in the fleet.

COLUMBIA is named for the three great cities of
the same name in Missouri, Illinois, and South
carolina; for the statue of freedom atop the
Capitol Building; and for the previous ships named
COLUMBIA, most notably the World War II light
cruiser, CL-56. We have peen building a close
relationship with all our namesake cities and have
made plans for public relations trips to all three
cities.' Public support is strong in all three
communities. All three communities and a
contingent from the CclL-56 Association will attend
the launch events in September. Our ship's crest
has been finalized and has incorporated symbolic
inputs from each namesake city. A COPY of the seal
and description are enclosed.

in
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The ship's construction is proceeding as
planned and the launch ceremony will occur as
scheduled on September 24, 1994.

Approximately seventy—five percent of the crewvw
has arrived and are actively involved in monitoring
the construction process. The COLUMBIA will be the
last Los Angeles Class submarine puilt at Electric
Boat shipbuilding in Groton connecticut and also
the last submarine to be jaunched in the
traditional way of sliding down the rails into the’
water. The shipyard is putting special care and
effort into the construction of COLUMBIA and will
go all out for the launch festivities.

once again, I am excited and honored to have
you as our sSponsor and look forwarad to meeting you
personally.

sincerely.

. R. GOVAN
Cconmander, U.S. Navy
commanding officer
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