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FI~T LADY HILLARY ROD.HAM CLINTON 
REMARKS FOR NATIONAL HERITAGE FELLOWSHIP AWARD CEREMONY 

WASHIN~TON, D.C . . 
. WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2l ,_ 1994 

[Acknowleq_gements: Jane Alexander] 
·.·.·• 

We gather here this morning to p~y~:tripute. to an 
. extrao.rdinary_ group of individuals we c~ll the 1994; National 

. Heritag.e Fellows."· Each of ·them has ·been.-judged by. ·a, panel of 
their peers to be an out~tanding practitionei of ~n artistic 
trad_ition"that is a vital part of our nation's cultural life. 
Each i$ an. inheritor of the best of oU::r:- cultural past -- someone 
who has upheld the highest standards of achievement forged }:)y 
generations of people who_ came before.r · ' __ 

The folk arts they represent are also cornerstones of.the .. 
future. Through their ma,stery of traditional art the National 
Heritage Fellows offer us ~ pr~ative ~ision for the future. 
Their high aspirations, . creativity, ·determination, and hard work 
prove in the most, vivid way possible tbe truth of the .saying 
"strong roots bear fruits." · : · 

, The halls of· Congress- are a fitting place for this . 
·celebration,. for as we honor these individuals, we recognize them 
as .representing something much. greater than themselves .. Just as 
members of Congress who come,together·under the same roof.to 
carry out the collective will of the peo~le, these artists, · 
acclaimed. as cultural emblems-by their·communi'ties, stand side by 
side to embOdy· the diverse roots of our nation's c:ulture.- ·They 
offer us a· v_isio_n of ourselves as Americans, and of our richness 
a~ a democratic people. While we 'haye ·come-here-to honor them, 
'it is they who·have honored us by helping make American cultural 
l_ife so vib~aht, so powerful, and so brilliant. · 

The Pre$,ident, .wasn't able to join us this morning, but he 
.did· send along ti:ese special wishes in a letter tq each of the 
feilows: · 

. PCorigratuiations on r~ceiving a 1994 ~ational Heritage 
_ Fellowship from the N-ational' Endowment for the Arts. I hope that 

you, will .t·a·ke pride in this outstanding achievement. 

One of the greatest strength's of our nation is its rich and 
d~verse cultural.heritage. ~sa master traditional arti~t, jou 
have met anq surpassed the highest standards of excellence i_n . 
your craft. Youi' extraordinary skills aie· h-elping to insure that 
the splendid legadies of our past are preserved and ca!ried 

1 
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forward for generations of Americ.ans .·to come. 

Hillary and I aredeJ,.ighted to extend best wishes for much 
continued success. ', 

Since-reJ_y, 

Bi 11 G:linton 11 

·'· 

Thank . you •. 

#### 

1 . 
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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODBAM CLINTON 
REMARKS FOR'NATIONAL HERITAGE FELLOWSHIP AWARD CEREMONY 

. WASHINGTON, D.C. . 
. WEDNESDAY;,. SEPTEMBER. 21, 1994 

. ,, : ,, 
'· ~ •' 

\, 

: t ~:~· . • . 

~~,~~~~i:'. '. . .-. ~·· .~·-';~~-"-~;_ ___ .. -.. ,::;, ' 
· ·~·f,,;··er"'·:';~ We gather here this morning to pay :tribute to an extraor:dinary 

group of individuals we call the 1994 National Heritage Fellows. 
Each of. them has. be~n judged·by a panel 6f their peers to be ~n 
outstanding-practitioner of an artistic.tradition that is a vital 
part of our nation's cultural life. Each is an·inherit6r of the 
best of our C1fltural past -- someone who has upheld the highest 
standards of achieVement forged by generations of people who came 

~·· .. 

befqre. · · · · ' · · ' 

~The folk arts they represent· are also corner,stones of ·the 'future.. 
Through their mastery.of·traditional art the National Heritage 
Fellows· offer us a creative vision for the future .. Their high 
aspirations; creativity, determination., .and hard work prove in 
the mqst vivid way possible the truth, of the saying "strong roots·.· 
bear frtiits." ~ · 

• • • j • ·'· 

. ~The halls of ·Congress are a fitting ·plac~ for this celebration, 
for as we honor. these· individual.s, we recognize them as. 

/. representing something. much. greater than themselves .. · Just .as 
members of Congress who come together U:ilder the same roof to 
carry out the coll~ctive ~ill of the peo~le,· these artists, 
acclaimed'. as cultural emblems by their conunurtities~' stand ··side by 
side to embody the diverse roots of our nation's culture. They 
offer us a .vision of ourselves .as Americans, and of our richness 
as a democratic people. While we have come ·here to ';twnor. them, 
'it is they who have honored us by l;lelping make American .cultural 

'life ~0 v~brant, so powerful, and so brilliant. 

The Pres:i.cdent wasn't able to join us this inornirig, but he did 
~send along the~e special wishes in a letter to each df the ' 
fellows: · 

"Congratulations on.receiving a 1994 Natiohal Heritage Fello~ship 
from the National Endowment for the Arts. I hope that you will 
take pride in this outstanding a~hievement. 

One,of th~ ~reatest stiengths of our.nation is its rich and 
. divers~ cultural heritage. As a master.traditional artist, you 

have met and surpassed the highest standards o'f excellence in . · 
your craft~ 'Your extraordinary skills a're. helping. to insure that 
the splendid legacies of ·our Past are p~eserved and carried 
forward· for generations of Am1~r'icans· to· come. , ~ . 

. £ , 
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Hillary· and I.are delighted to extend best wishes for much 
continued ,success. , 

J 

Sincerely, 
. . . 

Bill Cli~ton" 

#### 

··. ,' 
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kemarks for National. Heritage Fellowship Aw.ard Ceremony 
I 

Wednesday_, September 21, 1994, lOam -· 12noon 

Jane Alexander 

Good · Morning. I'm .Jane Alexander,. Chairman of· the National 

Endowment for the Ar'CS I and I welc,ome you to . this celebration 

honoring 16 of 'our nation's.most talented and respected folk and 

traditional artists. 'rhE!y_have con:te from their homP.~ ~11 ;=~r.rr.~s 

~he countiv to ~eceiVe a Naticnal Herit~gP F~llow~hip--the highes~· . ' 

awarl offered by.the Nationnl P.~dcwment for the Arts in the field 

'"bt folk an~ tr~rii~in~~l arts. Today marks~ speai~l momcnt.in the 

-1 ~ -y~.::Jr. hist~ry of. the National Herit~gc Fellowship award~. For. 

the firs-t. time, we. are • joi;1cd by .a· di:!tinguished :guest. LLut:L Ll_H: 

.·. Whi ':.e Houoc ·.vho •.Yi-11 prese!'lt this ye~l.-' s. ft:lluwohips ~ Ladies and 

Gen~lemen·, i't 'ie my ve~-y sp~(,;ld.l pleasure 1:0 welcome che !''irst Lady 
. . \. \ 

· of ~h~ UnlL~~ ~L~~~8-~Hil1ary Clintbn. 

Hillary Clinton.· 

Thank you, Jane. 
!, 

We gather here this mcrning to ·give tribute to an 

extraordinary group . pf individua~s we call the 1994 . National 

·.Heritage Fellows. ·· Each of them has been judged by a panel of their . \ -

peers to 'be. an outstanding prad:.itioner of an artistic tradition 

th~t ~s a vi~ai part pf our nation's cultural life. EacJ::l is an' 
inheritor of the best ·of the. cultur~l past, one who ha·a upheld the. 

highest stahdards of achievement forged by gent?rations of people 

'· 
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, whc.> c.:ame before. 

' . i 

- '\ ' '· 
At: the same time, the traditions 9f the past are the cornerstones 

. I - . - - . 

of the future, . and each of- the· Natiohal Heri'tage. Fell~ws has ·shown. 
•. ... - • • •. . !' • \ • . -' 

how their mastery of a traditional art not. only re.~nforces the ties 

with the past but gives us the .foundation for a creative v-isio!l for 

our - ·future. -Throug~ tl;eir high: aspirations~ creativity,, 

·determination,, and hard wor}l;, these artists have proven in the most 
' ' I ' ' 

' . -

·viv:id way possible the truth- of ·'the' saying "st·rong ·roots ·bear 

frui.ts." I 

The halls of ::.:ongress ar-:: a fitting place for this celebration~, for 

as ,we honor . these individuals,_ we;. recognize them ·as repr:=senting 

somethiilg much greater than · themselves. Ju~t as·· memb_ers of 

· Con,gress ~ho come together under the same roof r.n -~Fl<ry out -~he 

!. 

collective will of.thepeople, these-art.i~=:ts, acclaimed as cU:lt:.ur~i · . -
( 

'emblems by their, communiti~l=l. s,tand side by. side.t·o embody th¢ 

diverse roots. of om·· nFltion'.s 'c-:.llture .. 7hey_ offer u:J o. viaion of 

oursP.iv~~ .:;!8 A~ericans I ·a pict\lre of what e plu::-:ibus unum'- really' 

means. ·While we have come here to honor them;- it is--they_ Wllu h~\'e 
' \ 

hon9red- .ue •by helping make. -Am~riCan culLu.L-d.l l.i,fe 'varied and· 

excit-ing. 

The rrcaident wa~n·t able tQ juln us this morning, but.he di~ send 

along these "spe~ial_ wlt;iht;.!:3 in a letter to .each of the te.L.iows: 

. . -

"Cong~~~u.ld.;io~s pn receiving a 1994 Nat16nal Heritage ~ellowship 

. I 

(' 

. ' 
I 
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.from ~he ~ational Endowment for the Arts. 

take pride in this outstanding achievement. 

. <?4566244 p. 84 

I hope that you-will 

One of the greatest. strengths .of .our nation is. it.s rich and diverse 

cultural' heritage. As . a .master t-raditional artist, you have met 
. . 

. and. suip~ssed the highest standards_ of . exce.ile'nce in your craft. 
\ . . \ 

Ybur extraordinary skills are helping to ensure that the splendid 

lega_cies of our . p~st are. preserved and carr.ied forward for the 

generations .of Americans to come. 

Hill,ary and I are delig:hted to extend ·best wishes fo:r- much 

continu~d success. 

Sincerely, 

Bill Clinton" 

Thank yn1 1 . 

Jane Alexander 

T·hank you Mrs. Clinton. Now, before you' pre~ent the 1994 National 
,f 

Heritage. Fell'owships, I want to, thank the meri'lbers of the honorary 

Congressional commit:.ee who 'sponsored this reception and invite 
\ .. · . 

them~to share anywords:.they:might havewith us .. [Jane introduces· 
l. . ' . . ' ' . 

each senator and congressman present and offers '· them the 

· microohone.] .. 
·1 

\. 
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Thctnk you,. {senator) 

./ 

·._Jane Alexander [Jane reads each citation as the First Lady gives· 

-each awardee a .framed,certificate] 

. ' 

And now, ·let's meet the 1994 National. Heritaqe Fellows! 

/ First, from Chicago, Illinois. an internat:irm~:tly :accl-aimed 

master of Irish traditional music-:/ winf!.er o£ t(l& All- Ireland· 

fiddling championship wh@.n $he was l,S, and a, leader of the Iriah-. 

American ·rmH::::i ~~1 Yenai~sance: For ·her o~goi:hg contributions to_ 

Iri;:;,h-~merican fiddling, the No.fiona.l Endowment fc;:t: the A.tL.~;~ · 
. . y 

honers--LIZ CARROLL! 

··Originally fl.~om Aleilic:tm~, now :from Atlanta,. Geo:=gia, led by a 

' pioneet: or · Lhe Afri-can-American· gospel quartet singing style.; a 

·::rrv..Lf:.l of vE¥t:erah singers who since the l940s have moved the spi_rit . 
I - ' • . ' \ ,I • 

:>f millions ot Americans' and brought their music to thec.tre:s across • , I . . , , , 
1 ' • 

the count!:'Y -in the Obie-winning .musical "Gospel ai: Colo!).US .·(" 
'' 

their ongoing. contributions to artistic- excellence in African-

American gospel musid, the Nat.i'pna1 EndoWment for the Art"s honors--' 
" 

.CLARENCE FOUNTAIN.AND THE BLIND BOYS! 

From Princetor1, Maine, an inheritor of a centuries-old tradition 

.·of. basket weaving. amorJ.~ her Passamaquoddy Indian people, a model of 
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impeccable workmanship,· .and. a' corner~tone of the Maine- Indian 

basket weaving revival. For her· contributions to artistic 

excellence in the art of Passamaquoddy ~asketweaving, the National- · 

Endowment for the Arts honors -- MARY MITCHELL GABRIEL! 

From Dripping. Springs, T_exas, a progenitor of Texas Swing fiddle 

style,· proclaimed "Instr~mentalist of the Year" five times by the· 
. ' . . ' ' . 

Coi.mtry 'Music Association; and' 1994 Grammy ~ward--:win:ner for his 

version of the . 'fiddle classic ."Redwing." · For 'his ongoing: 

c,ontributions t-::> excellence in the /art of Texas fiddling I the 

National Endowment for t:he Arts honors--JOHNNY GJ:MBLE! 

- ' 

From Ranchos de Taos 1 New Mexico, the ·matri'arqh of the deep-

YOOt,ed New Mexican. Hispanic embroidery tradition known. as Car~nn­

style' colcha, a teacher, and a ; role model through hF>r :i.nnovation 

within tradit~on. For her ongoing_ ~nntributicns to artistic 
\ . 

exceil~nce ir~ colcha ernbr<i'i c"iery, · t:h~ National Endovnnent for the 

Arts honors F"'=?ll.NCES VAROS GRAVES! 

From Seattle~ 'Wachingt.on, a N~tive American sto:r:yLt::ll~L- in-_the 
. . 

Skagit . [SKA-JI:T] 'tribal tradition, a ,tJ:,adicium:tl orator,- and an· 

advocate for the. 3urvival of her llushootBt:H::ll le:mguage and t.ribal 
I ' • . . ' 

w.:J.yc. For· her· ongoing contt"ibl!Ll<.ml;i Lu artistic excellence in the 
,. ; 

art o:S .Skagit.:_ stoJ:ytellllJy I ,the National Endowrr.ent for the Arts 

--
honors -- VIOLET TAQSHEBLU [TAHK-Sh'Uh-b~OO]. HILBERT!_ 

' F1.um L'-H=> ' Angeles, california, an internationally renowned 

' ,, 

'· 
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.f:n;·actit.:!.oner of the complex and multi-faceted form of artistic / 

expre_ssion called· chado; or "tea ceremony-," and a master teacher 

. revered by thouSands of- her disciples across the United States .. 

For her ongoing con~ributions tc·. artistic excellence :i.n the art of 

chado,. the National Endowment '_for the Arts recognizes -.--Ms. SOSEI 

SHIZUYE MATSUMOTO!. I 

From Erath [J!:E .. rath], Louisiana, a man of wit, unfailing good 

·humor,.· and intense rr.usicality who has enlivened Cajun musical life 
•. , ,.· - . .· I · , I · 

. thr9ugn his original composi,tion'~, · guita:r playing, ·and singing:-
. ) ·- . -

For his ongoing contributions to ·~rtis,tic excellence in the art of · 

Cajun ~usic, t.he National Endowment for the Arts hopers ..: - D, L: 

MENARD [muh-NAHRD] ! 

From Brooklyn·, New York, . / 

revered of pan::_Arabic string in~t-.n.1ments- -the oud [OOO] --a 

" 

traditionalist, and an important creative force in 1\r=-bic music 

internatiopally. For · his · on9oing contributions : to · artistic 
'-
t"!Xt:~llence i~-Arabic mu.e~c, the National Endowment fol.- the Ar:L~ 

) 

honors -- SIMON SHJ.HEEN [see-MOUN ahah-HEEN]! 
.--

From Clondale,_ California,.wiut!ly l:lcclaimed !or the crea-civicy 

.:md CXqui~ite detail. Of l{eL WOrk, a prOlifiC emi:rO:i.de~;e,r in th~ 

complex style of lleL· C:luc.;e~tral Armenian home ,of Marash [MAH-rahsh] 
. . . . ~ ' ' 

and~ living-Qyull.>c.>l.of·Armenian·cultl.lre in the Unit.ed. S-tates. For 

ho;r ongolu~· contribut.1ons to 
' 

art:istic expellence in. Armenian 
I 

ernl.J.ru.iu~;;ry, t.he Nat::ionc.l J:;ndowm.ent tor the Arts .honors LILY 

\ 

/ . 

.. \. 
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· VORPERIA..T\1! 

-
Arid finally, from Blue Springs, Mississippi·, a harmonica-playing · 

-
pr~acher whos_e skillful and . expressive early recordings of 

. . . . 

religious· songs such as 11 This Tral.n" have bec?me classics.of the 

Af~ican-American musical tradition enjoyed·by Amel."icans every,.liere. 

·For .his ongoing contr~butions to artistic excellence in African-

. runerican go~pel music I the National Endowment for the Arts honors :_ 

- ELDER RO~.A WILSON!. 

. ' 

Ladies a:1d Gentlemen, the · i994 · National Heritage Fe-llows! 

[APPLAUSE] 

Thank you,·. Mrs. Clinton, for -being ·with us this morning· a:nrt fr.n~ 

making this .occasion ail the more_ joyous. And thank!=: to all the 

members of congress who have joined us ann who made · thie eve:1t 
-. f 

possible. And last, but by rio means lP.~St, I want-to 'ack~owlcdge 

the J. C. Penpey Company for it".~ generous support of this reception 
' ' 

and ask that' Barbara 1hAY,m::l.n and ~er collcoguGa · frorr, J. c. · Pt:ru.i~y 
' ' 

\ ' . . 
st:.and to be r.ecogni ;;;~d· .. [applaua,c] 

'· I 
And.now befoJ."e L.r..luging the 

' ' . 

ceremoriial p~rt of t~is reception to· a clo~e,. leL'~ give one more 

round C':lf .applau~e to 'the National ._ Heritag.e 
' \ 

rAPPLAUS~] Thank you all for _coming. 

[T!le Fellowc will stay- around. Lo visit.. until 12 noon. The~e will 

mo~t :ikely b~ epontaneous !J~~:Eormancesoy some of.the musicians.] 

TOTAL P.08 

.···. 
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--National Endowment for the Arts 
. 1994 Nationall!eritage Fello-wship Ceremony· 

. . .. ' 

Date:· _Wednesday, September 21 

Place: -

Time: .. 

. Rus~eU ~enate Offl~f"Building, Room 325 (Caucus Room) 

lOain~Noon 

lO:OOam 

10:30 
I 

10:30-10:33 

10:33-10:38 -

10:38-10:40 

~0:40-10:46 

10:47"-11:00 

'11:00-11:03 

11:03-12 noon· 

12 noon 

\ 

Schedule of Events 

· · --Artists, Press? and Guests Gather 

~.,Ceremony begins~ · 

--Jane Alexander welcomes those present and introduces 
the--First Lady. · · · 

--First Lady speaks 

,--Jane introduces _Congressional Representatives 
. . . 

--Congressional repi~sentati_ves offer brief remarks·· 

. -.,First Lady presents 11 framed certificates t~ National 
Heritage Fellows as Jane Alexander reads brief citations 
for each.' 

--Closing remarks by Jane Alexander 

_. --Congressiom~l representatives and special guests visit 
with artists, press interviews, informal performances by 
m~sicians, crafts display · 

--Cere_mony ends 

- 1 



1993 National Heritage 
· '<Honorary Committee: 

Sen. Frank H. Murkowski 
Sen. Tee;! Stevens. 
Sen. Paul Coverdeli' ' 

_ Sen. Daniel K. Akaka · 
Sen. Daniel K. Inouye 
Sen. Dirk Kempthome 
. Sen. Charles E. Grassley 
Sen. Tom Harkin 
Sen. Thad Cochran 
Sen. Trent Lott · 

·Sen. Bill Bradley 
Sen~ Frank R. La~tenberg · 
Sen~ Jim Sasser 

, Rep. Jack Kingston 
Rep. Patsy T. Mink 
Rep, Larry LaRocco 
Rep. James A. Hayes · 
Rep. Benitie Thompson· 

i .. 

1993 NA TIONA.t HERITAGE FELLOWS 

.~ S~tiago Almeicia; Texas-MeXican conju~to musician, Was~ington 
Ke~y Baker. Bluegrass fidfiler, Tennessee 

. Inez Catalon, French Creole singer~ ~isiana · '· -

· Nicholas & E~ena Charles, Yupik woodcarver!maskmak.er and skin sewer, Alaska 

Charles E. Hankins, Boarbuilder, New Jersey 

Nalani l(anaka'ole & Pualani Kanaka'ole Kanahele, Hula masters, Hawai'i! ·· . 

.. Everett Kapayou, Native American singer (MesqUakie tribe), Iowa 

Mcintosh County Shoute~, African-American spiritual/shout performers, Georgia · 

·Jack'Owens, fJlues singer/guitarist •. Mississippi 

· Mone.& Vanxay Saenphimmachak, Lao weaverlneedl~w~rker and looninuJker, Missouri 

Li~g-x~g Tang •. Chinese-American pipa (lute) player, New York . 

We are pleased to acknowledge the contributions of 
J.C. Penney Company·to the 

National Heritage Fellows Celebratioh 

Ana M. Steele, Acting-Senior Depucy Chairman 
NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS 

cordially invites you to attend · 
the preSentation of the 

1993 NATJ.ONAL HERITAGE FELLOWS 
at a 

· R~ception and Awards Ceremony . 
· Honoring these outstanding traditional artists 

Wednesday, September 22, 1993 
.3J2 JO:OO~ 2:00 noon , 

Room :u 6 n:t Senate Office Building 
.. 2nd St. and Constitution Ave., N.E. · 

. Washingt~n. D.C. . 

. ~~ 

-- -- -------

RSVP 
! (202) 682-5434 

(Congressional Staff Welcome) 

.-

! 



1994 Natton&t Herita-ge Fellows Honorary Comnrlttee 

··SENATE 

' Senator Jeff Bingaman 
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Senator Di~e Feinstein· 
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Senator Trent Lott ,, ' 

S~nator George, J. Mitchell 

Senator Carol Moseley-Braun 
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. Senator Patty Murray 

Senator Paul Simon . , 
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Representative John· Lewis 
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Ja~e Alexand~r.Chaf~man 
NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS 
cordfa'lly 1nv1tes you -to attend' 

· th~ p~esentatfon of the 
\ ,. ' . -

1994 NATIONAL HERITAGE FELLOWS 

· at. a , 
·Reception and Awards Ceremony 

. Honorf ng these outstandf ng -trad1 tfonal a rtf sts 
Hednesday, September 21, 1994 

· · 1 0: 00 - .12 : 00 noon 
· · Room 325 - Senate Caucus Room. 

Russell Senate Off.fce .Bu1ld1ng 
-~ashtngton, O;C. 

·, .. 

\ 
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· April 8, 1994 

'1'0: 
FROM: 
R:SI 

Anne Bo.rtley, Office of tha J'irgt,L~dy 
Sandy crary, Chief of Staff 
N~~ional Heritage Pellowohip eventa 

I am following up in Writing with the inforJnatiori on 
the ~dowment'S National Herita~e.Fell.owahi.p Bventa •. In our 
early planning session in 'your offic,e on Clinton-related arts 
events, we all agreed that t.his·would be au 1deal one for the 
First··Lady to be involved with. . · 

'The. . a. ct. ual awards will be presented at . a 
Congressional reception on wedlii>sday, september 21 ~rOlD 10 to ik 
noon in the Senate cauc~s Room in the Russell Building. This 
would be ~be ideal event for· the 'First· Lady to acten~. Sbe 

- could personally present the awards which usually number about 
12. The c~ncer.t, at which 'the awardees present their- work is 
·scheduled 

1 
for .Friday evening, ~eptember 23 at L.isner 

. Auditor~wn. 
We had 225. nomina~ions this year~ 'The panel's 

recommendations will qo.to.our ~ay Council meeting .for final· 
approval with a,press release· approxi~tely two weeks later. 
I am hop;~g that 9ne of the awardees will be from Arkansas. 

Tlu .Na>tq u .... ~:~ c~urr 
1100 Pmruylw~iA AI"L UW · 
WAShi"fl""T>C 10m·()()()! 
20;1682-5400 -

· TOTAL P. CJ2. 
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Cherie simony::- -MEDIA ADVISOR~ FOR: · 
s~~tember 21, 1994 

-CONTACT: 
lt_athy Christie· ·· · · 

'.' ,, 

202-682-5570 

, CAPITOL HONORS SLATBD.FOR-ARTS BNDOWXBNT GRAN'l'BES, 

congress B~sts· Trib~te to 

.. American Polk Arts Greats 

WASHINGTON :-- Eleven of America's most talent~d and 
accomplished folk -artists-- chosen by the-National ·Endowment 
for the Arts as the 1994 recipients of National.Heritage' 
Fellowships·-- .. will be honored by Congress in ceremonies to be 
htHd at. 10:00 am, Wednesday, S.ptember 21, in the histori-c . 
Senate Caucus Room (325 Russell) on Capitol Hill. The awards 
-ceremony marks the b~ginning of. three days ~f_cel•br~tion in 
honor ofthe Fellowship recipients in Washington. · , 

••we honor these· extraordinary Americans for their lifetime 
work," said Ar:ts Endowment-Chairman Jane Alexander. "They are 
artists of· tradition~ pure in form and r-ich in spirit, the 
wellspring of our diverse American culture.~ · 

Chosen by the Arts Endowment. ~n early June·, the winners are: 
Liz· Carroll, Irish· American fiddler, Chicago·, ·Illinois 
Clarence' Fountain and the Blind Boys~· African American 

· gospel singers, Atlanta, Georgia 
Mary Gabriel,· Na-tive American_ (Passamaquoddy) 

basketmaker; Princeton, Kaine · 
Johnny Gimble, Western swing fiddler, Dripping Springs, 

Texas · 
Frances Graves, -Hispanic American .colcha embroiderer, 

· · Ranchos de. _Taos, New· Mexico. 
Violet Hilbert,. Native American (Skaqit) storyteller; 

: ·· Seattle, · washingto_n . . 
Sosei Shizuye Matsumoto, master. of the-Japanese _tea . 

ceremony, Los Angeles, California \ , 
Start c· Regiona/1 · 0. L. ;Menard, Franco.;;..Alrierican Cajun musicianfsonqwriter, 

·Erath, Louisiana -
Tht"ater 

, Th~ .\',m,'l· HimkJ c~_ntt'r 
/100 P~nnS\·Il·ania :\l't . . V\\' 

v•.,shrngt,on. DC lOSOt>. ' .. · 
~! 1'>8!-5400 

Simon Shaheen, Arab-American oud player,· Brooklyn, 
· · New Yort \ 

Lily voi-perian, Armenian (Marash-style) embroiderer, 
· ·Gl~ndale, California 

Elder- Roma Wilson, .African American Harmordca player, Blue · 
Springs, Mississippiw · ' 

.-more"'!' 
cl 
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Alabamais Tall~dega Institute for the.Deaf and Blind. _ 
Founding member Clarence Founta.ln remembers how after· th_e -­
group scored its firs~·liit record '"I Can See Everybody's · 
Mother But Mine"-.in 1949 .and was signed by Specialty Records 
in 19 53, there. was great pressure to switch over to. the rqck 
.'n' roll sound of pop music. But Fountain refused, sayJ.ng, 
"Rock is. alright for those ~ho a:r;e into it, but theBlind Bpys 
have devoted our lives. to servin_g the Lord.-·~ · 

While the group has experienced changes in membership 
over the years, current members Clarence Fountain, Jimmy 
Carter, George Scott, and Johnny Fields are outstanding 
veter~ns of quartet-singing and have been with the group sj,nce 

-the 1940s. And'asa group, they h~ve kept their integrity· 
:intact,, upholding .the_ nickname- "hou·se-wreckers," given to the 
most exci t'ing quartets in recognition of their. ability to 
"shout"- the church by stirring their listeners: into states of 
spiritual ecstasy. "We never really had a chance to be on big 
national Tv shows or ahy,thing like that;" Founl:ain once said, 
"because I think we were a little too intense for that. So we 
~uilt our audience the really hard·wayi ·night after night, 
town aft,er town, from one side of 'the 'country to the other." 

1 Today, ~larence ~ou~tain_and the Blind Boys continue to 
d:raw large audiences to theaters, churches-, festivals, and· 
nightclubs around the country, as they have· for over 50 years. 
More and more, t~ey .~re reaching broad ~udierices outside of 
the Black church network. · . Recent appearances include_ the·- . 

· Wo.rld Music Institute in New York City,· the New Orleans Jazz 
and Heritage Festival, th-e Monterey Bay Blues Festival, the 
San Francisco 'Symphony Summer Pop Serie·s, anci the Detroit 
Festival for the· Arts. 

MARY MITCHELL GABRIEL 
/ -

The c:enturies- old basketmaking traditions. of _Maine·· s 
Indian tribal peoples are today· ·at perhaps the most .important' 
juncture of their history. While. interest in basketmaking has-

i (' been on the wane among tribal youth, a heightened concerti for 
the future of their culture and a deep love of their arti'stic 
tradition has motivated a determined group of basketmakers and 
cultural' advocates to act. Unprecedented collaborations -.- ' 
between several tribes .and state .arts and natural resource 
agencies 'have tackled problems of dwindling supplies .of 
basketmaking materials, inadequate markets, and disinteres-t· in 
leatriing traditional aesthetic principles and skills. ·Central 
to these efforts among the Passamaquoddy people is. one 'of-· the· 
most accomplished and giving basketmakers of the region--Mary 
Mitchell. Gabriel~ - - - · 

-·more· '. 
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yet, -but that's where I learned allmy firs·t s.ongs. And all. 
·t:hose songs were in English. I couldn't hear any French songs 
ori the radio" (from The Makers of Cajun Music by Barry· Jean 

. Ancelet). ·When D.L. was 16 years· old, his parents quit 
farming and moved into town. The~e he heard his first live 

·cajun music and immediately.fell in lovewith the guitar .. · He 
ordered one from a.catalog for $11.00 and learned.to play .. 
His tirst dance .job was in Abbeville .with Elias a·adeaux and. 
the Louisiana Aces, :emb~rking on· a m~sical path that would 
plac.e him firmly in the era o.f_ Cajun music marked by.'post 
World War II· r.oad .houses, honky- tonks, . and family dance· halls. 

At first, o.t. specialized in singing English language 
sqngs and le'ft the .. Cajun .ones ·to the· more eXperienced· singers. 
Soon,· he was ~not orily applying· his heartfelt voice to songs in 
French~ but began composing new songs,·· and adding French words 
to instrumentals.. The local popularity of on·e of his ·first 
songs surprised everyone, including himself. ,."In those days, 
a [recording] session cost $175, y.rhich included 3o·o re~ords, 
you understand, arid you could sell them. . "·La .Porte d' en. 
Arriere" (The- Back Door) came out· on '.a Wedriesday-.and by · 
saturday ·I hag my $175-back already· and some extra money· to . 
split among the guys in. the band .... That night; we. had to P:l:.ay 
it seven times on t:he.bandstand." "La.Porte'd'en Arriere" and 
many of his other. songs, like· "Un Homme Marie" and "La Vie d' un 
Vieu.X Garcon," have become par.t of the standard traditional 

· repertoire. To pursue his musical interests, -D~L. quit his 
service statiqn job to find another, more flexible job. He 
learned how to make chairs, and opened' a shop next to his· 
house. Hi~·comfortable rockers are· found in homes throughout 
the area,· and when he appec;rs at fol~ festivals, 'he often 
demonstrates chairmaking when he's not playing m1:1sic. 

· Since 1973, D.L. ·has been taking Cajun bands _to 
festivals; including the National Folk Festival. and the 
Smithsonian Festival of American Folklife. He .has. rep'res'ented 
the u.s. abroad, touring for.the.State.Department to.South and 
Central America, Asia, the Near East, and Europe,· and has ·come 
to be one of· the most well-known representatives of Cajun · 
culture.· In hiswords, "It made us·feel so proud of our 
culture to see· people from all over applauding the music w'e 

·brought them from south Louisiana." 

SIMON SHAHEEN: . 

The oud (also, ud), a pear- shaped lute, .·has be.en in 
~rabic·musical tradition since at. least the 7th century, 
having been borrowed from their Persian neighbors. The .. 
long-time favor it has commanded ·among musicians from many 
musical· traditions, b.oth rural ·and urban; . throughout the 

·more· 
'. 

I . 

. '· 
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Train.~" A young minister as well as accomplished harpist, 
Wilson subsequently teamed up with the young·, blind,_ 
guitar-playing Reverend ~inson to travel around-Mississippi 
and Arkansas, .preaching the gospel on the "brush arbor'' 

'circuit .and playing.the ·religion-inspired music for which they_ 
'both became known as masters. · . - - . . 

In the 1940s, he parted ways with Pinson and. moved to. 
Detroit to raise his family, making his-living as a·street_ 
musician on Hastings Street. It was here that Joe Von Battle, 
owner 'of Joe's Record Shop covertly recorded Wilson's ' 

1 astonishing harp-blowing and su}:)sequently released a· 78 rpm. 
recording of "Lily of the Valley" and "Better Get Re~dy ,, " on 
the Gotham( label. These recordings became, legendary, and when 
they were re-released in 1983 by-'St. George Records,· t'he liner 
notes stated: ·"Concerning Elder R. Wilsori., nothing of a -
background nature is available for study. .Robert- [Richard] 
remembered recording with a preacher, 'but sadly nothing 
else; ... Hopefully more information will surface on this 

'charismatic pr~acher who blew harp and quite possibly had .the 
) help of a~cending masters, as:blues legends claim th~t one 

sold one's soul to the dev~l to play that well." ·Elder Wilson. 
replies:·, "That ain' ttrue. I'm al-ive and ·w_ell in Mississippi­
and'still don~t play no blues." Eld~r Wils6n also taught his. 
sons to· play the harp,_ and in another 19405 recording at Joe's. 

,Record Shop, ·he and his three sons· made wha·t is now considered 
to be an important hi~toric 78 rpm release bf what Mike_ Seeger , 
has called "the single most important selection by multi-harp 
players in exisi~nc~." 

Elder Wilson and Reverend Pinsori were reunited when 
-Wilson .returned to R~d Hill,. Mississippi, in the 19 80s. ·They 
have since performed at the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage 
Festival, the-Chicago Blue_s Festival, the Smithsonian Festival 
of American Folklife, the National Black Arts Festival, and , 
. • I • ' ·- . / - • I • . 

other ma)or·events. In 1991, the Southern Arts Federat~on 
took them to venues throughqut the South as part-of the "Deep 
south Musical Roots" tour. Elder Wilson's performances today, 
usually coupled with his long- time partner- Pinson, move ·- ,_ 
audiences as· much as they_ever did, as described by David 

- Whiteis_ of the Chicago sun-Ti'mes: "Wilso~, who alternates his 
harp blowing with 'brush arbor' preaching in the traditional' 
southern rural style, provides eloquent accompaniment and a 
gentle' impe~us for Pinson's 'fretwork .. Together they provide a 
rare testimony-to the power of. music as a vehicle o~ faith.". 

-30-
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Anne Bartley, Office of tha First Lady 
Sandy Crary, Chief of Staff 
N~tion~l Heritage Pellowchip eventa 

I am following up in writing wi tb the infonnation on 
the Endowment's National Herit~~e Fellowship Bvente. Zn our 
early planning session in your office on Clinton-related arts 
events, we all agreed that this would be au ldeal one for the 
First Lady to be involved with. ' 

The actual awards will be presented at a 
Congressional reception on Wednesday, S~tember 21 from 10 to ~ 
noon in the Senate Caucus Room in the Russell Building. This 
would be the ideal event for the First Lady to acten~. She 
could personally present the awards which usually number about 
12. The concert, at which the awardeee present their work is 
scheduled for Friday evening, September 23 at Lisner 
Auditorium. 

We had 225 nominations this year. The panel's 
recommendations will go to our May Council meeting for final 

·approval with a press release approximatel:y two weeks later. 
I am hoping that one of the awardees will be fro~ Arkansas. 



----------------~-------

National Endowment for the Arts 
1994 National Heritage Fellowship Ceremony 

Date: Wednesday, September 21 

Place: Russell Senate Office Building, Room 325 (Caucus Room) 

Time: lOam-Noon 

Schedule of Events 

10:00am --Artists, Press, and Guests Gather 

10:30 --Ceremony begins. 

10:30-10:33 --Jane Alexander welcomes those present and introduces 
the First Lady. 

10:33-10:38 --First Lady speaks 

10:38-10:40 --Jane introduces Congressional Representatives 

10:40-10:46 --Congressional representatives offer brief remarks 

10:47,.11:00 --First Lady presents 11 framed certificates to National 
Heritage Fellows as Jane Alexander reads brief citations 
for each. 

11:00-11:03 _--Closing remarks by Jane Alexander 

11:03-12 noon --Congressional representatives and special guests visit 
with artists, press interviews, informal performances by 
musicians, crafts display 

12 noon --Ceremony ends 

·-·-·- -----------'--



1993 National Heritage 
Honorary Committee: 

Sen. Frank H. Murkowski 
Sen. Ted Stevens 
Sen. Paul Coverde\1 
Sen. Daniel K. Akaka 
Sen. Daniel K. Inouye 
Sen. Dirk Kempthome 
Sen. Charles E. Grassley 
Sen. Tom Harkin 
Sen. Thad Cochran 
Sen. Trent Lott 
Sen. Bill Bradley 
Sen. Frank R. Lautenberg 
Sen. Jim Sasser 

Rep. Jack Kingston 
Rep. Patsy T. Mink 
Rep. Larry LaRocco 
Rep. James A. Hayes 
Rep. Bennie Thorppson 

1993 NATIONAL HERITAGE FELLOWS 

Santiago Almeida, Texas-Mexican conjunto musician, Washington 

Kenny Baker, Bluegrass fiddler, Tennessee 

Inez Catalan, French Creole singer, Louisiana 
Nicholas & Elena Charles, Yupik woodcarvertmaskmaker and skin sewer, Alaska 

Charles E. Hankins, Boatbuilder, New Jersey 
Nalani Kanaka'ole & Pualani Kanaka'ole Kanahele, Hula masters, Hawai'i 

Everett Kapayou, Native American singer (Mesquakie tribe), Iowa 
Mclntosh County Shouters, African-American spiritual/shout performers, Georgia 

Jack Owens, Blues singer/guitarist, Mississippi 
Mone & Vanxay Saenphimmachak, Lao weaverlneedleworker and loommaker, Missouri 

Liang-xing Tang, Chinese-American pipa (lute) player, New York 

We are pleased to acknowledge the contributions of 
J.C. Penney Company to the 

National Heritage Fellows Celebration 

Aria M. Steele, Acting Senior Deputy Chairman 
NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS 

cordially invites you to attend 
the presentation of the 

1993 NATIONAL HERITAGE FELLOWS 
at a 

Reception and Awards Ceremony 
Honoring these outstanding traditional artists 

Wednesday, September 22, 1993 

.332 ~omlo-J 2:00 noon 
Room 216 ~aft Senate Office Building 

2nd St. and Constitution Ave., N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 

RSVP 
(202) 682-5434 

(Congressional Staff Welcome) 



1994 National Heritage Fellows Honorary Committee 

SENATE 

Senator Jeff Bingaman 

Senator Barbara Boxer 

Senator John B. Breaux 

Senator Thad Cochran 

Senator William S. Cohen 

Senator Paul Coverdell 

Senator Dianne Feinstein 

Senator Trent Lott 

Senator George J. Mitchell 

Senator Carol Moseley-Braun 

Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan 

Senator Patty Murray 

Senator Paul Simon 

HOUSE 

Representative John Lewis 

Representative Jim McDermott 

Representative Susan Molinari 

Representative Carlos Moorhead 

Representative Bill Richardson 

· Representative Olympia J. Snowe 

Representative Jamie L Whitten 

.. ~-"· . -

TOTAL P.02 



Jane Alexander,Cha1rman 
NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS 
cordially 1nv1tes you to attend 

the presentation of the 

1994 NATIONAL HERITAGE FELLOWS J 

at a 
Recept1on and Awards Ceremony 

Honor1ng these outstanding trad1t1onal art1sts 
Wednesday, September 21. 1994 

10:00 - 12:00 noon 
Room 325 - Senate Caucus Room 

Russell Senate Off1ce Bu1ld1ng 
Washington, D.C. 
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14 March 1994 

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Ointon 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington. DC 20500 

Dear Hillary, 

This is _a follow-up of my earlier letter concerning the Pediatric 
AIDS Foundation event in New York City. We were so happy 
when you said you would be the honorary chair and tha~~;11.ar 
to attend the event. But now I am writing beca 
complications with dates of the New York C c irs, we have 
changed the .date. The event will now be h d on September 25th. 

~eedless to say, we hope this date will work Wett......l!:~no:w---­
have underwriting from Harper's Bazaar, and already have two 
$100,000 sponsors. · 

I know the event will be a huge success -but nothing means 
more to me than your participation. It sends so many important 
messages to so many. 

I am hoping to get to Washington the beginning of May. ~\s 
always, I think you're do!ng a great job. 

']J) ~ ~ 
Elizabeth Glaser 
Co-founder 

t:O·FOUNnERS: ~\'531'0 L~o'l a••"~11tiS 1 f.IIZi:i0o.>tltGI~'"'-'' i~u •. ,. lH"l•'· 

. 3: 1 CoiOr:Kin ~··""""l'. Santa Monic~. Califon~t;t ·~;· .: ~!.'1 
·~n- 1 1'!'1:.~.,~ !'.')~' ::1\'1( otr.-,39:.-!',1·1'·• 
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THE WHITE .HOUSE 

M.arch 17, 1994 

,Elizabeth G:li:iser 
Pe¢ii.atric AIDS Foundation· 
J..J.·11 colorado .Avenue 
·sant.a Monic.a; C.a•lifQl::'nia 90404' 

Oe.ar Elizabeth: 

Th.a~ you for l~tt.ing me know th.at 
the d.ate of t}le New York event h.as been 
c;:l;l.anged to Sept~mber 2~5th. I .am en­
couraged b.y- your fundrais:ing suc::cesses, 
and will p.ass on th~ new d.ate to my 
scheduling o:t"Jice. · 

. If you are going to be in Washington 
in May, ple.ase let my .assistant, Pam 
Barnett.,· knpw and perhaps we can get 
together for a, visit. 

It w.as good to he.a.r from you again. 

Sincerely yours, 

\~lt~ .. 
Hillary ~odham Clinton 
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