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wgeneratlons of people who - came before

' FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON o
REMARKS FOR NATIONAL HERITAGE FELLOWSHIP AWARD CEREMDNY
C : WASHINGTON, D.C.
WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 21 1994

‘[Acknowledgements Jane Alexander]

We gather here this morning to. pay trlbute to an

. .extraordinary group. of. individuals we call the 1994 National

.+~ Heritage Fellows.  Each of them has ‘been - ~judged by a panel of

- “their peers to be an outstanding practltloner of an artistic
gtradltlon that is a vital part of our nation's cultural life.

.- Each 'is an inheritor of the best of our cultural past -- someone

who has upheld the highest standards of achlevement forged by

The folk. arts they represent are also cornerstones of . the_
future. Through their mastery of traditional art.the National
Heritage Fellows offer us-a creative vision for the future.

Their hlgh aspiratiomns, . creat1v1ty, ‘determination, and hard ‘work
prove in the most, vivid way. p0331ble the truth of the saylng

,." trong roots bear frults."

The halls of Congress are a flttlng ‘place for this

members of Congress who come. together under the same roof . to

vcarry out :the. collective will of. the people, these artists,
acclaimed. as cultural emblems: by their communities, stand side by
~'side to- embody the diverse roots of our nation's culture. ‘They

offer us a vision of ourselves as Amerlcans, and of our richness
as- a democratic people. While we have come here to honor them,

.- it is they who have honored us by helplng make Amerlcan cultural
;-life sovVibrant, SO powerful and so brllllant ’

The President wasn't able to join us this morning, but he

did send. along these special w1shes in a letter to each of the .
fellows: -~ S !

"Congratulatlons on . rece1v1ng a 1994 Natlonal Herltage

One of. ‘the greatest strengths of .our - natlon is its rlch and

. diverse cultural-heritage. As a master traditional artist, you -
~ have met and surpassed the highest standards of excellence in

- your craft. ‘Your extraordlnary skills are helping to insure that
“the splendld legac1es of: our past are preserved and carrled

N

,'celebratlon, for as we honor these .individuals, we- recognlze them
- as. representlng something much. greater than themselves. Just as

AFellowshlp from the National: Endowment for the Arts. I hope that
: you w1ll take prlde 1n thlS outstandlng achlevement




forwardAfdr génerations of AmeriCéns.to Cdmé. :
R . T .
Hillary' and I are: dellghted to extend best w1shes for much S
ontlnued success. ' . _ S
Slncerely, .

'Bill Clinton"

‘Thahk.you; 




. FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON \
REMARKS FOR NATIONAL HERITAGE FELLOWSHIP AWARD CEREMONY |
|  WASHINGTON, D.C. . | ‘
- . WEDNESDAY,, SEPTEMBER 21, 1994

g:> We gather here thlS mornlng to pay trlbute to an extraordlnary
group of individuals we call the 1994 National Heritage Fellows.
Each of them has. been judged by a panel of their peers to be an A
- outstanding’ practltloner of an ‘artistic tradition that is a vital: -
"part of our nation's cultural life. Each is an‘inheritor of the ‘

best of our cultural past -- someone who has upheld the highest
standards of achlevement forged by generatlons of people who came
--before. .

R ! .

45The folk arts they represent are also cornerstones of the future.
"Through their mastery of ‘traditional art the National Heritage
Fellows offer us a creative vision for the future. Their h1gh
asplratlons, creativity, determination, and: hard work prove in

the most vivid way pos31ble the truth, of the saylng "strong roots:l
bear frults.ﬁv- : : :

;>The halls of" Congress are a flttlng place for this- celebratlon,
for ‘as we honor these individuals, we recognize them as.
‘representing: something much greater than themselves. Just as
‘members of Congress who come together under the same roof to
carry . out the collective will of the people, these artists, .
acclaimed. .as cultural emblems by their communities, stand-side by
-side to embody the diverse roots of -our nation's culture. They -
offer us .a vision of ourselves as Americans, and of our richness -0
as a democratic people. While we have come here to honor. them,
it is they:who have honhored us by helping make American cultural
llfe so. v1brant SO powerful and §0 brllllant :

The Pre31dent wasn't able to jOln us thls mornlng, but he did -
"send along these spe01al w1shes in a letter to each of the °
fellows , : -

"Congratulatlons on rece1v1ng a 1994 Natlonal Herltage Fellowshlp o
from the National Endowment for the Arts. I hepe that you will N
‘take . prlde 1n this outstandlng achievement. o ' -

'One .of the greatest strengths of our. natlon is 1ts rlCh and
) . diverse cultural heritage. As a master traditional artist, you
o have met and surpassed the highest standards of excellence in
' your craft. Your extraordlnary skills are helping to insure that
~ the splendld legacies of -our past are preserved and carrled
, forward for generatlons of Amerlcans to. come. "




'.Hlllary and I are dellghted to extend best w1shes for much
+ -continued success.

'Slncerely,,.ib - o ,e , ﬂ" -,'s ' o L e'.ﬁ
.Blll Cllnton"
'Thank you.‘f
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Kemarks tor Natlonal Herltage Fellowshlp Award Ceremouy
Wednesday, September 21 1994 10am - 12noon,‘

i

Jane Alexander

jGQod‘:Morning. I'm Jane Alexander, Chairman oOf’ the National
Endowment for-the‘ Arts,
honorlng 16 of our nation’s. most talented and respected folk and

traaltlonal artls - They have come from thelr homeq a11 ANTORS

‘the count*v to recelve a Vatlcnal Heritage Fp 1nwsh1p--the hlghes*i E

award offered by the Natlonn1 Fndownent for the Arts in the fxeld:

dof folk and - rvadwrwnﬂa1 nrts- Today mar}s a spec1ai momcnt in the

l1s-y&nr hlstﬁry of the Natlonal Herltagc Fcllowshlp awards -~ For .

the fzrst.tlmey we are- jczncd by a d;stlngu15hea guebt fLUH Lhe.

,,Whi:e_House who w1¢l present this year s.felluwehlps; Ladles and

7

-Genztlemen, it 15 my ve*y byee;dl pleasure to welcome the :‘rst hady '

SN\

" of the United SLdLes-leller.LllntOn.

“Hillap? Clinton.

~

Thank yeu;,qane.- We gather here this mcrning to give tribute to an

'eXtraordinery_ group of ‘individuals we call the 1994',Natiohelv

Y<Heritage Fellews.~'Each'of them has been judged by a~panel ef their

peers to be an outstanc1ng practltloner of an art;stlc tradltlon.

t"a* 13 a v1tal part o‘ our ‘nation’ s cultural llfe Each is an’

'A‘nherwtor of the best of the cultural past, one wno has upheld hhe

‘ nlghest standards of achlevement forged by generatlons of people"

’

, end‘I welcome you ‘to this celebration
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“who Caﬁe béforef
t ‘the same tlme, ‘the tradltlons of the past‘are the cornefétones'
of the future and each of the’ Natlonql Herltage Fellows has shown ;
}Lnow thelr mastery of a tracl:.t:.ona‘l art not only relnforces the ties
.:Wlth the past but glves us the foundatlon for a creatlve v1szon for.
ou' future o Through; hkelr"hlgh: asplratlons,v\creat1v1ty@ '
'dete*mlnatlon,\and hard work, these artlsbs have provern. in. the most
 v1v1d way DOSSlble the trutb of the saylng'"strong'roqts-bear
fruits. [ ‘ oy | | . | |
' Théfhalls of_éongrésé.gre;a fitting place fox ﬁhi;.cglebration) fér"'
;as(we'hgnor‘these individuals,,we\réc&gniie thém'as febrésentingl
‘something much igfeater thén\‘theﬁsaives. | Just’ as" ‘members of'
‘Congress who come ‘together under the same ‘roof o cATTY Oout the
. collectlve w1l of tne peop¢e, theae arr1nrg, acclaxﬁe& as - cnlhural’
'}emblems by th31r communltleq nfand slde by s;de to embody thc

diverse roots of our nation's ﬁ;lture | Theonffer us . a v131on‘of

ourselves as Amerlcans,'a plcture of what e’pluribus unumfreally5

*

means. Whll° we have come hEru to honor them, ;t -s they wlu thET}

i -

: hOnofed ue’ by hclp;ng make Amellcan 'LulLuLdl ll;e varied and\
citlng

" The Prcsldent wasn t ablc to. Juin us this mornlng, but he aid send

a‘ong these spculal w;ahes in a letter to .each of the tellow5°’_

i
/

"Congrselula:zions on receiving a 1994 National Heritage Fellowship

‘




o

U

-from - che Natlonal Endowment for the Arts ' I hope thst YOu~wiil,

'«_tak= prlde in this outstandlng achlevement

L

fOne of the greatest strengths of our natlon is. 1ts rlch and dlverse

'cnlturar herxtage ‘As a master tradltlonal artlst you have met

-'and surpassed the hlghest standards of eXFellence in your craft.

-Your extraordrnary skills. are helplng to ensure that the: splendld

legac1e= of our DaSt are preserved and carr-ed forwerd for the

s

generatlons of Amerlcans to: come

\

hlllarv end I are dellghted to extend best w1shes for- much

i

contlnued success

{

Sincerely,'
Bill Clinton"
. Thank you.

o

- Jane Alcxander

,\Thenk'youers; Clintcn. Now,‘before you"present the'1994’NatiOnélu

l

-Heritage FelloWships I want to_thank the members of the honorary

'CongresS1onal comnlt ee who sponsored thls receptlon and invite

them . to share any WOrds they mlght have w1th us '.tJane.lntroduces=

each senator sand '~ongressman present and ,offersﬁ them the

"mlcrophone.] :

| @9-12-1934 @2:11PM  FROM CHRIRMAN OFFICE . T | S4566244  P.04
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Thank you, (Senator)

. . PRESENTATION OF THE AWARDS

Jane Alexander [Jane reads each cetatlon as the Fn.rst Lady glves ‘

7

each awardee a framed ce*tlflcate]
And n0w,:let's meet the ;994_National,Heri£éqe FelloWs!

-~ First[ from Chicago, Illinois., an lnternar1nnn11y ‘acclaimed

master of Irﬂsh. tradltloﬁql mu51r " winner. of ‘the ‘All-Ireland-

'flddllng champlonshlp when she was-ls, and a leader of the Irishﬁ'

Amer1Can muq1na’ renalssance ' For her ongoihg contributiens to.
Irnqh Amprlcan flddllng, the Nqﬁioﬁal_ Endowment for the Arls. .

honors--LIZ CARRCLL !

-vOriginally f:om Alabema, now,from Atlanta,.Geovgia, ledvbY.aA

- pioneer u£ Llie A;rlcan “mmerican gospel quartet s;nglng style, a

/3LUJE of veteran singers who 51nce the 19405 have moved the sp Lrit
of mlllione of Amerlcans and b*ought their music to theatres across ’
the count*y in tne Obie-winning muSLeal "Gospel atc Colonus.' ‘ For\

their ongo_ng contrlbutlons to artlstlc excellence in Afrlcan—.

. Y. T
Amerlcan gospel muszc, the Natlonal Endowment for the Arts nonors--‘

ACLARENCE FOUNTAIN AND THE BLIND BOYS! .

P
N

- From Prlnceton Malne, an lnherltor of a centurles old rradltlon

,of basketweav1ng among her Passamaquoddy Indlan people a model Qf
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lmpeccable workmanshlp, and:exeofnerstone offthe'MaiﬁefIndiaﬁ'.
basketweav;ng rev1val -_ For her contrlbutlons to\ a..’stic’
eexcellence in the art of Passamaquoddy basxetWeav1ng, the Natlonal.'
Endowment for the Arts honors -- MARY MITCHELL GABRIEL:_F_’ o
-- Fron Drlpplng Sprlngs Texas a Drogenltor of Texas Sw1ng flddle
fstyle, proclalmed "Instrumentallst of the Year" flve times by the
jCountry Mu51c Assoc1at10n, and’1994 Grammy award ~winner for hlSl
version of the flddle cla551c "RedW1ng ‘ For hls ongomng>

'con*rlbutlons £o excellence in the “art of Texas flddl ing, the

Nat;onal Endcwment_fer the Arts honors--JOHNNY GIMBLE!' L ;0

N
L

‘7% 1='rom Ranchos aé Taos, New Mexico, the matrlarch of the deep—'
5*ooted New Mexican Hispanic embr01dery tradltlon known as Carqnn'[
nctyle colcha, a teacher, and a role model through‘har 1nnovation
' w1th’n' tradlt‘on o Fef her ~ongoing ronrrlbntlcns to artlstlﬁ

excellence in. colcha emhrnwﬁpry, ‘the Natlonal Endowment for thc

Arts honors . FRANCES VAROS GRAVESI

From Seattle, Washlng;cn,”a Natlve Amellcan stu;yLellez in- the
skaglt [SKA—JIT] tvzbal trad;tlon, a t;adic uudl orator,,and ani
dvocate for the. surv1val of her Lushootbeea languagﬂ and t*ibal‘
wayc For her oncoxng contzlbuLluns Lo artlstic ex;el’ence in the-'
_fa:t og gkaglczsto;ytelllug, the National Encowmenc for the Arts/
'honor's_‘ -- VléLET 'TAQSHEBLU\ [TAI'IK-ahuh bloo] H.ILB:.RT'

\

-- From Los 'Angeles, . Califcrnia, an internatidnally“ renowned

-
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:prectitioherﬁqfvthe~complex and dml;i-faqeﬁed form Qanrtietic:
 ekpression called’chado; or "tealceremony;"\end ezmaster téaéher
ffrevered by thousands of. her dlSClpleS across the Unlted States.

'For her 0n901ng contrlbutlons tc artlst;c excellence in the art of
"chado, the Natlonal Tndowment fo* the Arts recognlzes -~ Ms. SOSEI p

’SHIZUYa MATSUMOTO' B s .

f-~ From Zrath {EE rath], Louls*ana, a man of wit, unfalllng good
'~humor,,and 1ntense musicality who has enllvened Cajun mu31cal llfe’
"througn hls orlglna' composxtlons, gu1tar playlng,-and sxnglng;t
"Fer hls ong01n contrlbutlonc to artistic exce’lence in the art of:
Cafﬁn husic;‘the National dowmen* for the Arts hono*s 4-”D. L.

' MENARD [muh-NAHRD] !

,.Ffem Bfooklyh; New iork? e_Vir;gesev§e+Fnrmer on'thelmost
~fé§éred of pan- Araolc 'st*ing}'instrnmpnts--ehé oud [OOD]--a,)
tradltlonallst rand an 1mpnrtant .creat:l.ve foxce in ‘Arcbic mu51c‘ o
lnternat;onal Ty. For - hls_ ) engolng contr;butions T to artlst:.c
~e/§ce;\1.ence ir\x;Ara_bi__c ,mu.eié, thc Natlonal Endowment 'Foz the A.L"L_-‘;"
-heﬁers ;7.sIM0N'sgAHEEN lace- MOHN shah-HEEN]'

- ‘F"rom Clendale, Ccalifornia, . .{ﬂid‘ely acclaimed for the .c.'rea'civ.i_t&y
and exquisitc detail-of her work, a prdlificeeﬁhfdidéfer in thé
-complw: stylc of heL dnc.e.btral Armenian home of Marash [MAH rahsh]
'fand a llVlng bymbOl of" Armenian cultare in tne Unlted States For-
hex Qn901ug‘ contributiens to arhlst;c ex;ellence» 1;, Armenian

o ) ’ i ’ . o v i
ewbroldery, -the National indowment tor the Arts honors -- LILY
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"VORPERIAN!

~- And tlnaily, from Blue Sprlngs MlSSiSSlppl, a harmonlca-playlng‘ -
’preacher whose SklllfUl and expresslve early recordlnos o‘.f'
(rellglous songe such as "Thls Traln" haVe become cla551cs cf the
-Afrlcan Amerlcan musical tradition enjoyed by Amer:.c:ans everywhere.
'For his ongoing contr*butlone to artlstlc excellence 1n Afrlcan-
 jAmer1can gospel mu51c the Natlonal Endowment for the Arts honors -

- ELDER ROMA WILSON!

Ladies 'aﬂd Geﬁtlemen, the '1994 National Heritage Fellowe}

[APPLALSE

-Thank you, Mfe ‘Clinton, for belng w1th usrthls morning and. Fnr'
maklng this occasxon all the more JjOyous. Anovthankq fn all the
members of Congress who “have jOlDed us and whm made - thls eveﬁt

o p0581b;e And last, but by no means leagt, I want .to acknowlcdge>

'  the J C. Penney Companv for its anerous.support of thls receptlon"
'and ask that Barbara Bnerman and her colloagues flom J.c. Peuney

stand to be recogn17ed ) [applause] And now befolc bL¢nglng the ; ¥

'ceremonlal parr of th;s receotlon to a close, 1eL g glve one mere.

,'round of applause to\“chc 1994 Natioual AHeritage rellows! :
L : RN : o ~ . :

TAPPLAUSE]' Thank you ell,fof ,c:oming.~

[qu Fellowc will stay around Lo visit untll 12 noon There w1ll

most -Lkely be spontaneuub per ormances by some: of ‘the mus~C1ans ]

/

70TaL P.OS
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- National Endowment for the Arts

- 1994 National Heritage Fellowship -Ceremony-‘

,WedneSday, September 2i

Date: o
P_lace: S Russell Senate Office Burldmg, Room 325 (Caucus Room)
Time: ".'_10am-Noon
Schedul‘eVOf Events
10:002m © --Artists, Press, and Guests Gather
/1:0:}30‘:' | ”--Ceremony -be’gins -
1_0:30.-_10:33" ~-Jane Alexander welcomes those present and 1ntroduces
. RN the Frrst Lady :
- 10; 33 10: 385 —First Lady speaks
| 10 38 10: 40 --Jane mtroduces Congress1ona1 Representatrves
o ' :10\:40-10:46 s --Congressmnal representatrves offer brief remarks
. 10:47-11:00 . --First Lady presents 11 framed certlfrcates to National ;
' ‘ Herrtage Fellows as Jane Alexander reads bnef crtanons /
| : for each ‘ :
- 11:(.)0-1‘1:03‘ o --Closmg remarks by Jane Alexander-
11:03‘-_12 noon 5--Congre551onai'representanves and ‘special guests visit .
IR ’ with artists, press interviews, informal performances by
| ~ musicians, crafts dlsplay
12 noon

--_Cere/mony ends




" 1993 National Heritage

" ‘Honorary Committee:

Sen. Frank H. Murkowski

* Sen. Ted Stevens.

- Sen. Paul Coverdell*
" _Sen. Daniel K. Akaka:

Sen. Daniel K. Inouye
- Sen. Dirk Kempthome

. Sen. Charles E. Grassley
Sen. Tom Harkin .
Sen. Thad Cochran
Sen. Trent Lott-
-Sen. Bill Bradley

Sen. Frank R. Lautenberg .

Sen. Jim Sasser
. Rep. Jack Kingston

Rep. Patsy T. Mink
Rep: Lamry LaRocco

-. Rep.James A. Hayes - ..
Rep. Bennie Thompson® -

1

“1993 NATIONAL HERITAGE FELLOWS

r

Ce Sannago Almelda, Texas-Mexican conjunto muszczan, Washmgton

Kenny Baker, Bluegrass fiddler, Tennessee ) -
.Inez Calalon French Creole sxnger, Louisiana

- .Nlcholas & Elena Charles, Yupik woodcarver/maskmaker and skm sewer, Alaska

Charles E. Hankins, Boatbuilder, New Jersey.
‘Nalani Kanaka'ole & Pualani Kanaka’ole Kanahele, Hula masters, Hawan |/ -

‘. [Everett Kapayou, Native American singer (Mesquakte tribe), Iowa

Mclintosh County Shouters, African-American spirituallshout pelfonners Georgla y o
-Jack Owens, Blues sxnger/guztanst MlSSlSSlppl

' Mone & Vanxay Saenphlmmachak Lao weaver/needleworker and Ioommaker, Mlssoun

Llang xing Tang, Chmese-Amencan pipa (lute) playér, New York -

We are pleased to acknowledge the conmbutlons of
. J.C.Penney Company:to the '
Nanonal Hentage Fellows Celebranon

‘Ana M. Steele, Acting Senior Deputy Chairman
NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS
’ cordxally invites you to attend -
~ the presentation of the -
1993 NATIONAL HERITAGE FELLOWS
' ata -
Recepuon and Awards Cencmony R
: Hononng these outstanding traditional artists RS
Wednesday, September 22, 1993 '
322 },0 00, - 12:00 noon
Room 2. Senate Office Buxldmg
.2nd St. and Constitution Ave., N.E.
’ Wash_mgton DC.

W08

CRSVP S
' (202) 682-5434 - . - -
- (Congressional Staff Welcome)

= !




- e ““ﬁyz:a =
1994 National Hemage Fellows Honorary Comxmttee o o - T
- SENATE

' Senator Jeff Bmga.maﬁ -
'Senator Barba.ra Boxcr o S
Seﬁator.fohnB Bre’aux‘ - | S I ,
Senator ’I‘had Cochran \ -
'SenatorWdhamS Cohen o . S
1 _S,cnator)Paul’Coverdcll* o - " : o o
Senétor Dxa.nnc F:instcih' N
Sénénof Txcm Lptt
- Schaio‘r George J‘ Mitche‘ll N
| Senator Carol Moseley-Braun-
Senator Damcl Pamck Moymhan |

Y

Scnator Patty Murray

o ,Scnator Paul Simon ..’
HOUSE R S

chrcscntanve John Lcms |

' ,,’Reprcscmauve Jm McDermott L

'Reprcsentanve Susan Mohnan

B Reprcscntanve Ca.rlos Moorhcad’ ﬁ
e ‘chresentanvc Bxll Rxchardson
lReprc_semauve Olympxa 1. Snowe

Representative Jamie L. Whitten




Jane Alexander,Chairman
NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS
cordiaily invites you to attend ' : -
" . the presentation of the o -

1996 NATIONAL HERITAGE FELLOWS . .

o - at a ‘ R
‘ Reception and Awards Ceremony ‘
- Honoring these outstanding -traditional artists °
- Wednesday, September 21, 1994 :
. 10:00 - 12:00 noon
- Room 325 - Senate Caucus Room.
Russell Senate Office Building o
. "Washington, D.C. - : -
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TO: - '~ Anne Bartley, Officc of the Pirst Lady .

S * PROM: fandy Crary, Chief of Staff ,
?,;ﬁf::,’,:f;:w RE: National Heritage Pellowohip eventa
visual, literary and . o ' o » '
performirg arts to ' . ‘ . o : T
. T am followirg up in writing with the information on

berefit all Americans: : , .
K oo the sndowment's—National geritaggjre-llowship Bvents. In our
o " early planning cession in your office on Clinton-related arts
‘ events, we all agreed that this would be au ldeal one for the
Pirst-Lady to be involved with.. S S : ‘

The. actual awards will be presented at ‘a

,véongressibnal reception on Wednesday., September 21 from 10 to )k .

O .

ArsinEdueation - poon” in the Senate Caucus Room in the Russell Building. This

. Challenge¢ would be the ideal event for the First Lady to attend. she
" Advancement . could personally present the awards which usually nunber about
ot . 12. The concert, at which the awardees present their work 1is
'D‘”f‘.‘. B . acheduled ' for Priday evening, September 23 at Lisner
Expansion Arts ‘ " We had 225 nominatioms ‘this year. The panel’s |
Hk. . recommendations will go to .our May Council meeting for final -
Folk Ants - approval with a press release’ approximately two weeks later.
niernational I am hgping that one of the \-awardees will be from_Arkansas.
“Literature | o | .‘
Locals Lo
-MediaArrs\ /

P~
’,‘$tar¢¢chionnl S o 6/‘]

. Theater - . o« . L

The Nancy Hanks Center

1100 Pennsyivania Ave W
Washington. DC 20506-000! .
202/682-5400 ’
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- CAPITOL HONORB BLATBD FOR ARTB BNDO'HBNT GRANTBBB
;oo .‘_ COngross Hosts Tribute to
American rolk Arta Greats

WASHINGTON - Eleven of Amerlca s most talented and

. accompllshed folk artists -- chosen by the -National Endowment

AR i E_xlu(.uuor.x‘
‘L'h.'x'IIrnge o'-
Advancement.
Dam( )
De.\jr_\*n Arts

. Erp;mn;m Arts ©
Folk Aris N

. Inrc;vvmlmnaI‘ :
Lm'mrnr(

Lor.xl? '
.\h'(ihl Arts

- Vm‘«‘um 4'

\Iutn

Opera/! Wusxml v

‘Commissioning
T J

State ¢ Rrgional,

Thea ter

Visual Arts

. ~The Naney Hanks Center
1100 Pennsvivania Ave. N\

Washington, DC 20506 g
202:682-3400

- Senate Caucus Room (325 Russell) on Cap1tol Hill.
.ceremony marks the beginning of three days of celebration in .-

-~ Liz: Carroll,
. Clarence Fountain and the Blind Boys,

| ohngy Gimble,

’ LllX_ZQEEQZA_D

for the Arts as the 1994 rec1p1ents of National. Herltage

‘Fellowships =-- will be honored by Congress in ceremonies to be

held at. 10:00 an, Wednesday, September 21, in the historic :
‘The awards

honor of" the Fellowshlp rec1p1ents in Washlngton.

"We honor these extraordinary Amerlcans for thelr llfetlme -
work," said Arts Endowment -Chairman Jane Alexander. "They are
artists of traditions pure in form and rich in spirit, the

l‘wellsprlng of our diverse American culture.J

Chosen by the Arts Endowment, in early June, the winners are:
Irish American fiddler, Chicago, Illinois -
African Amerlcan
gospel singers, Atlanta, Georgia
Mary Gabriel, Native American. (Passamaquoddy)
" basketmaker; Pr1nceton, Maine o
Western sw1ng flddler, Dripping Spr1ngs,

Toxas

Ez nces Graves, Hlspanlc Amerlcan colcha embr01derer,
- - Ranchos de. Taos, New Mexico. - - |
y;glg;_ﬂglbg;; "Native American (Skagit) storyteller,
- Seattle, Washington g

B §gi Shizuye Matsumoto, master. of the- Japanese tea

ceremony, Los Angeles, California

D L,:ﬂ enard, Franco-American Cajun mu51c1an/songwr1ter,

- -Erath, Louisiana
Slmon Shaheen, Arab—Amerlcan oud player, Brooklyn,
New York :
Armenlan (Marash-style) embr01derer, :

' Glendale, California

. Elder Roma Wjilson, Afrlcan Amerlcan Harmonlca player, Blue I

' Sprlnqs, Hississippi

,-noro- R

(Y
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" Alabama‘s Talladega Instltute for the. Deaf and Bllnd _
'Founding member Clarence Fountain remembers how after the -
" group scored its firstahit record "I Can See Everybody'’s
~ Mother But Mine" .in 1949 .and was signed by Specialty Records

in 1953, there was great pressure to switch over to the rock

‘n’ roll sound of pop music. But Fountain refused, saying,
"Rock is alrlght for those who are into it, but the: Bllnd Boys
" have devoted our 11ves to serving the Lord." =~ = . :

Whlle the group has experienced changes in meﬁbership -

' over the years, current members Clarence Fountain, Jimmy"

Carter, George Scott, and Johnny Fields are outstandlng

~ veterans of quartet singing and have been with the group since
" the 1940s. And as a group, they have kept their 1ntegr1ty
tlntact,vupholdlng the nickname "house-wreckers," given to the
“most exciting quartets in recognition of their ability to

"shout"  the church by stirring their listeners into states of
spiritual ecstasy. "We never really had a chance to be on big .
national TV shows or anything like that," Fountain once said, -

"because I think we were a little too 1ntense for that. So we -

built our audience: the really ‘hard way. ‘night after night,

‘town after town, from one 51de of the country to the other

Today, Clarence Fountaln and the Bllnd Boys contlnue to

ﬂ‘draw large audiences to theaters, churches, festivals, and
- nightclubs around the country, as they have- for over 50 years.
- More and more, they are reachlng broad audiences outside .of.

the Black church network. Recent appearances include the -

'WOrld Music Institute in New York City, the New Orleans Jazz

and Heritage Festival, the Monterey Bay Blues Festival, the
San Francisco Symphony Summer Pop Serles, and the Detroit
Festlval for the Arts. ,

. "': )
MARY MITCHELL GABRIEL

' The,centuries-old basketmaking traditions of Maine’s
Indian tribal peoples are today at perhaps the most important

" juncture of their hlstory " While interest in basketmaklng has -
" been on the wane among tribal youth, a heightened concern for

the future of their culture and a deep love of ‘their artistic
tradition has motivated a determined group of basketmakers and
cultural advocates to act. Unprecedented collaborationms

"between several tribes and state arts and natural resource

agencies have tackled problems of dwindling supplies of -

‘basketmaking materials, inadequate markets, and d151nterest in

learning traditional aesthetic principles and skills. Central
to these efforts among the Passamaquoddy people is. one of the

‘ most accomplished and glVlng basketmakers of the reglon--Mary

Mitchell Gabriel. .- /

’ : -more-
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JOHNNY GIMBLE B . v
In the ‘words ef Merle Haggard _Johnny Glmble 1s "the




1 4#N5§i6nal Herltaqe Fellows, §a¢éu9

women in the aréa followed

I"her example and
own colcha cottage_lndus-
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medltatlve arts." but in Japan none 1s m;ref'lghly esteemed
: _or M"way:

"The art of.

f'Japanese
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—yet but that s where I ‘learned all my flrst songs.. And all -
‘those songs were in Engllsh I couldn’t hear any French songs’
on the radio" (from The Makers of Cajun. Mu51c by Barry Jean
_Ancelet). When D.L. was 16 years old, his pa parents quit.
farming -and moved into town. There he heard his first live:
"Cajun music and immediately fell in love with the guitar.. . He'
ordered one from a catalog for $11.00 and learned .to play

His first dance.job was in ‘Abbeville with Elias Badeaux and
the Louisiana Aces, embarklng on a musical path that would
place him firmly in the era of Cajun music marked by’ ‘post
wOrld War ‘II road houses, “honky- tonks,-and famlly dance halls.

’ At first, D. L spec1allzed in 51nglng Engllsh language
songs and left the Cajun ones ‘to the more experlenced s1ngers
dSoon, ‘he was not only applylng hlS heartfelt voice to songs in

French, ‘but began composing new: songs, and adding French words
”<to instrumentals. The local popularity of one of his first
- songs surprlsed everyone, including himself. ."In those days,
a- [recording] session cost $175, which included 300 ‘records,
you understand, and you could sell them. ."La Porte d’en 5

' Arriere" (The Back Door) ‘came out on'a Wednesday and by

Saturday - ‘I had my $175 back already and some extra money to ‘
_spllt among the guys in the:band. ...That night, we had to play

" it seven times on the bandstand." ‘"La Porte 'd‘ en Arriere" and .

- many of his other. songs like "Un Homme Marie" and "La Vie ‘d'un
~Vieux Garcon, " have become part of the standard traditional
repert01re. To pursue his mus;cal interests, D.L. quit hlS
service station job to find another, more flexible job. He
learned how to make chairs, ‘and opened a shop next -to his"
house. Hls comfortable rockers are found in homes throughout
the area, and when he appears at folk. festlvals, he often.
.demonstrates chalrmaklng when he s not playlng mu51c.

: Slnce 1973, D. L has been taklng Cajun bands to
festivals, including the National Folk Festival and the
Smithsonian Festival of American Folklife. He. has represénted
the U.S. abroad, tourlng for the State.Department to.-South and
Central America, Asia, the Near East, and Europe, and has come
to be one of the most well-known representatlves of Cajun

- culture. 1In h1s words, "It made us feel so proud of our -
,culture to see people ‘from all over applaudlng the music we
"brought them from south Louisiana."

‘ _ o SIMON SHAHEEN ) )

The oud (also. ud). a pear- shaped lute,.has been in
Arabic musical tradition since at least the 7th century,
hav1ng been borrowed from their Persian nelghbors. The.

" long-time favor it has commanded among musicians from many
musical tradltlons, ‘both rural and urban; throughout the
- o -more- . S

. R )
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vents,»and to share h1‘7$k1115w1th developlng Arab mu51c1ans.*
-“’-been a v1ta1 forc ?1n X jplng these tradltlons allve.\-
&onlfsonﬁ Mr,_Shaheen 8.
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Train.’" A young minister as well as accompllshed harplst,
Wilson subsequently teamed up with the young, blind,
guitar-playing Reverend Pinson to travel around M1551551pp1
~and Arkansas, preachlng the gospel on the "brush arbor"
‘circuit .and playing.the ‘religion- 1nsp1red music for whlch they,
‘both became known as masters. Do

‘ In the 1940s, he parted ways’ w1th Pinson and moved to
Detroit to raise his family, making his-living as a street
musician on Hastings Street. It was here that Joe Von Battle.
owner of Joe‘'s Record Shop covertly recorded Wilson'’ s ‘

-, astonishing harp-blowing and subsequently released a 78 rpm.
recording of "Lily of the Valley" and "Better Get Ready," on
"the Gotham label. These recordlngs became legendary, and when _
they were re-released in 1983 by’ St. George Records, the liner’
notes stated: "Concernlng Elder R. Wilson, nothing of a. ’
background nature is available for study. Robert. [Richard)
remembered recording with a preacher, but sadly nothing
else:...Hopefully more information will surface on this
charlsmatlc preacher who blew harp and quite possibly had the

y help of ascending masters, as blues legends c1a1m that one
sold one’s soul to the- dev1l to play that well. "Elder Wilson
replles “"That ain‘t true. 1I° m alive and well in Mississippi -

" and’ still don‘t play no blues. Elder Wilson also taught his . .
sons to play the harp, and in_ another 1940s recordlng at Joe’'s . ‘.
.Record -shop, he and his three sons made what is now considered
to be an important hlStOIlC 78 rpm release of what Mike Seeger

" has called "the- 51ngle most 1mportant selectlon by mu1t1 harp
players 1n exlstence " \ \ : o .

Elder wllson and Reverend Plnson were reunlted when | .
~Wilson returned to Red Hill, Mississippi, in the 1980s. They
have since performed at the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage _
Festival, the-Chicago Blues Festival, the Smithsonian Festival
of American Folklife, the National Black Arts Festival, and .
other major: events. In 1991, the Southern Arts Federatlon
- took them to venues throughout the South as part of the "Deep
South Musical Roots" tour. Elder Wilson’s performances today,
usually coupled with his long-time partner Pinson, move -
audiences as much as they ever did, as described by David
- Whiteis of the Chicago Sun- Tlmes. "Wllson, who alternates his
harp blowing with ‘brush arbor’ preachlng in the traditional-
southern rural style, provides eloquent accompaniment and a
.gentle impetus for Pinson’s fretwork. Together they provide a.
rare testimony to the power of: music as_a vehicle of faith."

~-30-
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april 8, 1994

TO: Anne Bartley, Officoe of tha First Lady
FROM: Sandy Crary, Chief of Staff
2:i:ﬁjgﬁ:w RE3 National Heritage FPellowohip events
visual, literary and )
performing arts to

I am followirg up in writing with the information on
the Endowment’s National Heritaye Fellowship EBvents. In our
early planning session in your office on Clinton-related artsg
events, we all agreed that this would be au ldeal one for the
First Lady to be involved with.

benefit all Americans

The actual awards will be presented at a
Congressional reception on Wednesday, September 21 from 10 to

)k

Arts in Education

noon in the Senate Caucus Room in the Russell Building. This
Challenge ¢ would be the ideal event for the First Lady to attend. she
Advancement could personally present the awards which usually number about
12. The concert, at which the awardees Present their work is
Dance scheduled for Friday evening, September 23 at Lisner
Design Arts Auditoriun.
Expansion Arts . We had 225 nominations this year. Thé panel’s
. recommendationg will go to our May Council meeting for final
Folk Arts ‘approval with a press release approximately two weeks later.
tniernational I am hoping that one of the awardees will be from Arkansas.
I.x;tcrafum
Locals
Media Arts W"’ .
Museum Km’ - h (AVV‘
. 4 P e
Opera-Musizal ' W*/ 5
Thearer ,/W W
Presenting & éL” ‘ |

Cammisnioning
State & Regional

Theater

The Nancy Hanks Conter
1100 Pennsytvania Ave. NW
Washingron, DC 205060001
202/682- 5400




National Endowment for the Arts
1994 National Heritage Fellowship Ceremony

Date: Wednesday, September 21

Place: Russell Senate Office Building, Room 325 (Caucus Room)

Time: ‘10am-Noon
Schedule of Events
10:00am -;Artisrs, Press, and Guests Gather
10:30 --Ceremony begins.
10:30-10:33 --Jane Alexander welcomes those present and 1ntroduces
the Frrst Lady.
10:33-10:38 --First Lady speaks
10:38-10:40 --Jane introduces Congressional Representatives
10:40-10:46 --Congressional representatives offer brief remarks
10:47-11:00 --First Lady presents 11 framed certificates to National
- - . Heritage Fellows as Jane Alexander reads brief citations
~ for each.
11:00-11:03 = --Closing remarks by Jane Alexander
11:03-12 noon --Congressional representatives and special guests visit.

with artists, press interviews, informal performances by
musicians, crafts display

12 noon --Ceremony ends

s P Y PR T




1993 National Heritage
Honorary Committee:

Senate

Sen. Frank H. Murkowski
Sen. Ted Stevens

Sen. Paul Coverdell

Sen. Daniel K. Akaka
Sen. Daniel K. Inouye
Sen. Dirk Kempthomne
Sen. Charles E. Grassley
Sen. Tom Harkin

Sen. Thad Cochran

Sen. Trent Lott

Sen. Bill Bradley

Sen. Frank R. Lautenberg
Sen. Jim Sasser

House

Rep. Jack Kingston
Rep. Patsy T. Mink
Rep. Larry LaRocco
Rep. James A. Hayes
Rep. Bennie Thompson

1993 NATIONAL HERITAGE FELLOWS

Santiago Almeida, Texas-Mexican conjunto musician, Washington

Kenny Baker, Bluegrass fiddler, Tennessee

Inez Catalon, French Creole singer, Louisiana _

Nicholas & Elena Charles, Yupik woodcarverlmaskmaker and skin sewer, Alaska
Charles E. Hankins, Boatbuz"lder, New Jersey -

Nalani Kanaka'ole & Pualani Kanaka’ole Kanahele, Hula masters, Hawai'i

Everett Kapayou, Native American singer ( Mesquakie tribe), Iowa

Mclntosh County Shouters, African-American spiritual/shout performers, Georgia

Jack Owens, Blues singerlguitarist, Mississippi

Mone & Vanxay Saenphimmachak, Lao weaver/needleworker and loommaker, Missouri

Liang-xing Tang, Chinese-American pipa ( lute) player, New York

We are pleased to acknowledge the contributions of
J.C. Penney Company to the
National Heritage Fellows Celebration

W00

Ana M. Steele, Acting Senior Deputy Chairman
NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS
cordially invites you to attend '
the presentation of the

1993 NATIONAL HERITAGE FELLOWS

ata
Reception and Awards Ceremony
Honoring these outstanding traditional artists
Wednesday, September 22, 1993
332 ),O:SOSQLLQ:OO noon
Room 2.1.6-11311 Senate Office Building
2nd St. and Constitution Ave., N.E.

Washington, D.C.

8000

RSVP
(202) 682-5434
(Congressional Staff Welcome)



1594 National Heritage Fellows Honorary Committee
SENATE

Senator J eff Bingaman
Senator Barbara Boxer
Senator tlohn B. Breaux

Senator Thad Cochran \

Senator William S. Cohen

Senator Paul Coverdell

Senator Dianne Feinstein

Senator Trent Lott

Senator George J. Mitchell
Senator Carol Moseley-B-raun
Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan -
Senator Patty Murray | -
Senﬁtor Paul Simon .

HOUSE

Representative John Lewis
Representative Jim McDermott
Representative Susan Moﬁnari
Representative Carlos Moorhead
Represehtative Bill Richardson
- Representative Olympia J. Snowe

Representative Jamie L. Whitten

TOTAL

L P

p.o2




Jane Alexander,Chatrman
NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS
cordially invites you to attend

the presentation of the

1994 NATIONAL HERITAGE FELLOWS

at a
Reception and Awards Ceremony
Honoring these outstanding traditional artists
' Wednesday, September 21, 1994 '

10:00 - 12:00 noon

Room 325 - Senate Caucus Room

Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C.
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14 March 1994

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton
The White House- ’

1600 Pcnnsylvania Avenue

Washington, DC 20500
Dear Hillary,

This is a follow-up of my carlicr letter concerning the Pediatric
AIDS Foundation event in New York City. We were so happy
when you said you would be the honorary chair and that
to attend the event. But now I am writing becaus
complications with dates of the New York Cp<Chairs, we have
changed the date. The event will now be h d on Scptember 25th. -

Needless to say, we hope this date will work w
have underwriting from Harper's Bazaar, and already have two
$100,000 sponsors. - . '

I know the event will be a huge success - but nothing means
more to me than your participation. It sends so many important
messages to sO many. '

- Tam hoi)ixig to get to Washington the beginning of May; As
always, I think you're doing a great job. '

With love,
Elizabeth'Glaser
- Co-tounder

CO-FOUNDERS: Susan Lol anrantls? Elfzaeth Glaser (Suse Levae
311 Cotoracn Avenue. Santa Monics. California <2 %a
TEL V3 0T 898! SAX (3160) 3955194

11:
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THE WHITE HOUSE
March 17, 1994

Elizabeth Glaser )
Eediatfic‘AIDS FoundatiQn
1311 Colorado Avenue

‘Santa Monica, California 90404

Dear Elizabeth:

Thank you for letting me know that
the date of the New York event has been.
gnanged:td~8eptgmbér'25£h; I am en-
couraged byuybur=fundraising successes,
and will pass on the new date to my
scheduling office:. '

It you.are'gqinq;to-bevin Washington.
in May, please let my assistant, Pam
Barnett, know and perhaps we can get
together for a visit.

It was goed to hear from you again.

Sincerely yours,

il

Hillary hodham»Clinton
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