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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
NATIONAL CENTER FOR LEARNING DISABILITIES SUMMIT 

WASHINGTON; D.C., 
c SEPTEMBE_R 20, 1994 ·. 

TALKING POINTS . . 

· [Acknowledgements: Senator Chris,topher Dodd; Anne Ford, Chairman· 
of th~ Nationa~ .Center· for -Learning Disabilities;. Dr. Reid Lyon, 
National Institute of Child Health and· Human Development; Dr. 
Tom Hehir [Hair], Office of Special Education Programs Department 

·of Education; . Judy. Heumann, Assistant Secretary' for .the Office 
o~ ·special Educa·tion and Rehabilitation Services] 

.·The. Pres_ide~t often says that we cannot afford to waste one hUman 
life, _.an~ particularly one child, in this, country. ·To the . 
disserVice of many,-~e have been .neglecting a group of people, 
people with .learning d~sabilities, who'have made and do make 

. enormous · contributions ' t.o ·our society . 

. ·The purpose of. this summit is to· establi-sh a national agen~ on 
learning disabili·ties; not only to help' tpe 15% of our people 
_wi_th learning ~i.sabi'l:Lties, ·but also to end _the discrimination 
suffered by. people .with disabil;i:.ties· in the·. future by- providing. 
f,or the c}lildren _ of today. . · 

··~I., \' ' ' .. • . . :. ' . 

. W~ mu~t not stop here. We need to continue to come 'together in 
'meetings like this one intent' on evaluating and seeking to .. 
ilnprove _· the ,programs we·. create. We can never leave well enough 
alone, because for the: ~ake of our children, well enough is never 
:g()Od enou_gh_. · · 

How many children feel.- frustrated and helpless in large classes 
. where :te'acher!J· _are i:l,l-e~ipped with the resources and training 

necessarY :to meet the special· requirements of so many children?· 
·· Ho'f _ many c~1l,.dren are placed ill to segregated a.nd unchallenging 
special;·: educa:tion· classes where they are not adequately 'prepared 
ami. given the ~-ame chances as' other stuQ.ents. . . 

. \' 

How many.potentials have been waflted because we as a society have 
riot done. :enough to. include and. assist children and adults with 
learn.1ng disab1lities? How many more people can we ignore? No 
mo·re. 1 · ·. · · · ·' · 

THE CHALLENGES-WE fACE 

You all know -that people with ·learning disabilities are further.. ~-
. hinderecJ. by fl_aws an_c;t cheillenges th~t infect· our current system: 

·*The~e is little early recog.ni ticm of a learning disability., 

*When learning disabilities are recognized children aJ;"e often .· 
/ placed into. segregated lea~ning environme-nts lumped- together 



with little regard f9r ~ndividual learning styles and needs. 

*There are a disp~oportionate number of students.9f color in many 
of these' restrictive classes. 

*29% of learning di·sabled children drop out ()f high school;' this· 
figure is much_ higher than the percentage of non learning. 
disableddrop...;outs. The results are a disproportionate number of 
learning disabled unemployed, underemPloyed or employed without \ 
benefit·s such as health . care. 

ADMINISTRATION EFFORTS·· 

The President _.wants . you to 1 know that_ his Admin is tra tion_ has ~een 
working hard. to combat these and other.holes in the education 
system. For the_first time, federal agencies are working together 
in a· coordinated effort to address the problems we face. And we 
are maki!l<i ~rogress: · 

--:Through the reauthorization of the Individuals with 
1 Disabilitie·s·.~ducation. Act; by improving the quality of education. 
for all s~udents; ancl.bylooking at ways to helpteachers and 
schoo}:s i,nte_~enE! earlier. when children experience reading or 
other.· probletru~. . 

":"-Go~is. 2;000 will- help· all children -to reach higher academic 
standards; · · 

. -:--:In the ~rea· of. }leal th an_d human services, we are sponsoring 
major research on reading and learning disabilities through the­
N~tional-' Insti:tutes of· Health . 

... -we are seeki-rig to impr9ve access ·to· high c:iuali ty jobs for all 
young PE!Op};e, .. The new School. to Work Opportunities. Act -- a joint 

·_undertaking by the Departments of LabQr and Education -- includes 
strong provisions to help· insure that people with disabilities 
ar~ included in this effort. . . 

-:-:Through_programs~ in. our juve~ile justice system wear~ working 
,to impro~e·cri~ prevention programs for students having problem& 
. ~ri school,,. _some. of- whom ha.ve ·learning disabilities. The Attorney 
General.is striving to break the patterns that' get these youths . 

. i11to trouble~ · · · · 

CONCLQSIO.N. 

· When the President talks about ensuring that· every ~rican has 
~}le opportunity.to fulfill his or her God-given potential, he 
really means every ~fngle one of us. As he said at. the White 

· Bouse 'Celebration of the Americans With Disabilities Act fourth 
anniversary in late· July: "We must· move ·from exclusion to · 

'inclusion, froin dependencE! to.independence, from paternalism to 
empowerment:". · 
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To: Lissa Muscatine 
From: Ruby Shamir 
Date: .9/16/94 
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Subj: Talking Points for HRC speech at National Center for Lecn:ning Disabilities · 
Summit1 . .. . 

. ~.... . . 
Iritro. ~~--~·--~·-~~~ _·· --- -;- . .:;;;---~- -~---- -- · ~- · 

·-:-Thank .Senator. P.odd for commitment, effort, and visipn in bringing this summit 
together. _ · · · . . ,. · · · ' 
-Thank· everyone f()r coming and showing their commitment to this important subject· 

. - ' ' 

' \._ 

Actors Danny Glover, Tom Cruise, Cher, and Robin Williams; West Warwick; Rhode 
Islan~ Mayor Kathryn O'Hare; sports legend Magic Johnsori; and lawyer John F. 

· ·~ennedy Jr. all have something in common. They· all have dyslexia; · 

In fact, studies have shown that.up.to 15% of the 'American populati,on has some sort 
:Of learning di¥bility. ·· · · ' 

. These celebrities were treated as many people with learning disabilities are: they 
. ,were called lazy, stupid, aJ1d unmotivated because they did not learrt the same way 

as other studenti. It .took them ·a little longer to sto:r;e, process, and produce 
Jnformation. These people managed through 'hardship tO flourish 'because they 
persevered to beat the derision of classmates, educators· and colleagues. . 

··. . . . . . . ~ 

These are. success stories. But we must ask, how many :qtore people are emotiortally 
scarre<l? How many ,children feel frustrated aild helpless in lcrrge classes where 
teachers are ill-equipped with the resources and training necessary· to meet the 

' :~. , .. special requirements of so many children? How many children are placed into' 
segregated and unchallenging special' education classes where they ~e. not .· ' '•. 
adequately. prepared and ·given the. same chances as other students. 

· Jipw many potentials have. been wasted because we as a society ha~e not done­
·~ll<mgh'. to include alld assist children and adults. with learning di~biliti~s? ·How· 
·many more intdligent, needy people can we ignore? No more. . . 

The purpose of this summit is to establish a national agenda on learning disabilities; 
not only to help people currently with learning disabilities, but also to end the trend 
of,discrimihationsuffered by people with disabilities in the future'by providing for 
,t:he children of today~ · · · · · · · · 

·we must·not stop with this agenda. We need to. continue to 'come together in: 
';meetings like this one intent ·on constantly. evaluating and seeking. to improve the. 
programs we ·create. We can 11ever leave well enough alone, becau~ for the sake of 
our children well enough is never good enough. · 

\. 



Obstacles Faced '} 
• I . • . 

*There is little early recognition of a learning disability. The student does not get the . 
at;tention sf he needs,_ feels alienated and 'often develops behavioral problems and low 
self esteem~ · · · · · 

*Wh~n learning disa~ilities are recognized children are ~ften placed into segregated 
learning environments that do not sufficiently challenge the learner. Instead of · 
,getting.the personalized:program that they n~d children with learning di~bilities 
usually get lumped· together with little regard for individual learning styles and 
needs. . . ·.. . . 

' . , . 
' . . ·, . ' ; ' 

· *There" are. a disproporl:i,onate num.ber of students· of color in. many of these restrictive 
. classes. This is because coqrlng from poor and/ or broken homes children, even with 

·. : : n#}d learning ~bilities, do not get the attention ~' nurturing assistaflce they need 
-- ~V:•·~, •. from home to prosper and are classified as disabled: This· is no reason to keep them 

. separated ·from. oth~r childre:n. Additionally, many children· from immigrant and 
· I).on-Englis:Q speakip.g homes ¥e placed info lesser, segregated cl~s because they 
do not have a full .grasp ~of the English language by a cei;tain age. 

*79% of learning.dis~bled childre~ drop out of high ~hool; this figure'is much higher 
than the percentcJ.ge_ of non learning disabled drop-outs. The results of this are a 
qisproporti<?nate 11urriber of learning disabled· unemployed, underemployed -or 
~niployed' without benefits such. as healthcare. . . 

~J • • ' 

Administration · 
lJli~ adlnini~tration has been working hard to combat these and other holes in the 

. eP,ucation.systeiil··· .' . . •. . . ' . . . . . 
·: · We are working; toward~· the reauthorization of the· Individuals with Di8abilities · 

Education Act; impJ;"oving the quality of education for aU students; and looking at . 
. ·ways to nelp teachers ru:id schools intervene earlier when children experience reading 

or other problell\S.' . · · · . . J 

· · We ~e .. attempting·to create a system of education. that helps all children learn 
to higher standards~ · , .' · · 

In health and .hUman services we are sponsoring major re5earch on reading 
and··learning. disabilities ·through the National Institutes of Health, cind coordinating it 
with our 'education research. . 

. We are seeking·· to iinprove ·access to .high quality jobs for all young people .. 
The new SchooL to :Work opportunities Act includes strong provisions to help insure 

. ~fuat people with di~abilities are included in this effort 
· ·· This '1dininistration is ~orking in new ways to better academic and ', 

employment•o~tcom~s, 
Through programs such as juvenile justice we are working to improve cdme 

prevention programs for students having problems in sehool, many of whom have 
clearni11g disabilities. The Attorney General is striving to·break the pattern5·that get 
these youths into t;roqble. · · 

. I 
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Conclusion. . .· . 
Integration and inclusion are the keys to a solution. Studies hav~ shown that 

. children with mild learning disabilities who are in·mixed classes score much higher' 
. on standardized tests than do segregated students. Their social skills improve 

dramatically and they tel)d to have fewer adjustmen:t problems thari children who aie 
separated. Additionally, students w:ithout learning disabilities learn to be more 
~J1Si~ve to their peers and le~rn not toqtst aperson offsimply because s/he takes·· 
~or~ time. to rea9 or comprfi!hend .a mathematical problem.. · 

,Opening the door to young children will help adults with disabilities ~s ~ell by 
improving therr prospects. for jobs and creatiri.g a more sei)Sitive environment 

' ~ . 

There. is· so much to be done for the sake of C>ur children.-. We cannot allow one more 
~ . ' . I 

.. · J:\utnan potential to b¢ lost t~ the confusing jumble of letters and words that remah1s 
neglected and untreatecl.· · · 

\ .. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT Ul'' ~DUCAfiON 

OFl"ICE 0:!" SP:BOIAL EDt.TCATION AND'REHA'StLITATIVE SE~VlC'F.~ 

FAX MESSAG·E 

'' 9/16/94 

TO: LIZ' 

FR; Susan Murray , 
. _ u-.S •. Department of Education 

Phone: '202/205-8723 
FAX: · 202/205-~252 · 

-

· 2 pages. follow· 

' 
Liz: Please.call i! you ha~e questionl'i. Also, Tom Hehir (205-
5507) is a good resource, as he is co-chairing the program. . . . . \. . -

•.Hope this informatl.on· is helpful in preparinq the· lt.'irst Laely's 
· remarks. 

-~--··' 
' ~ 
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Learninq Disabilities:· A National 
September· 20 /; '1~94 · 

• .:.--, t 

Kespons~~ty 

. (j) 
+. Ptesident clinton has pledged to work for "'incl-usion not 
exclusion,.- independence. n~t dependence,· an<l empow".r::m'imt not' 
paternalism11 on behalf ·o~ disabled people. For children,·youth 1 

and.-.adults with laarning. disabilities, this means u'ppu.r. tur&ities . 
. to qain the knowledCje and . skills· nt!cessary to achieve the qoals. 
-they·. set_ tor themselves. · · 

!!:!!:::::==== 

Administration Initiatives' 
v . 

+I· am pleased and proud to note the partic.ipation·ot people 
across federal aqencies at this conference. The fact that 
Secretary Riley, Secretary Reich, .. and Secretary :itlala'la, are all· 
here is evidence of.this Administration's co1m11itmentto meet the 
lite-long needs of indiv~duals with disabilities.· (NO'l'~: The 
.Attorney.General's ~articipation is not confirmed at thie time). 

\ ' I ' ~ , 

• All of these agencies, and others, will be spearheading 
initiatives to help learning disabled individuals be tull 
piirti_cipants j,n_ all aspects of school and community li~e; . and _to 

· experience better outcome~ · ·. . · ·. _ . · -

• For example, · in educa.tickJJ,. ar~-- w~rking,, ~rd'"the .. · · .. -, . 
reaut~ori.1:a~ion. or· the" Individua-ls--with, D:is~bi:litie .. ~cBducat~q~~ · 
Act·; 1mprov1nq the quality -of education for· all, .. st.uaents•;-;;-·anct·-::- · 
lookint]' -,..t ways to help teachers and. schoo1s,"inter.vene . .,,ea~-14&r 
when 'children experiAnce -readinq_ or other problems. TO. be. .. _ 
effective,- ~.hP. help must' :begin in the primary grades _and· we are.· 

. c~mmi tted to f indinq w~ to help' that happen. .And, of course, . 
coal~? -2000 will_ ht:'\ln ustfoeate· a' system· of educat-ion" __ tha:b:<>·helps' 
all children, inc,ludinq those. with learning disabilities";' lea~ . 

. to higher standards. . . · · · . •· . . .. · . 

~n ·,heQlth a~<.i ~~an. s~rvi~P~~ W~, are SpC>nS_Orin~ mai,or- ~esearcb. l?n reading ami learning disa:bilities through the .. National · · -
rnstitut&s of Health, al')cl coorcUnatinq it with ow; eciuc:ation--
resenrch. · ' · · · ' - ·_ 

·- + Early in·,-;-this . administration we recognized the need f_or . · ' · 
· educ~l.lv•.' tmd lCLb.or to work to<Jothor to improv,lf;'f'~r.P.~s,_" to h~oh 
. quallty JObS for all our young people. The nef!,.Schoo!li"""to).;Work 

Opportunitiel;;l Act includes strom:J p~ovicions to hAlp .... insure,·-t;ha.t 
. · people with .disabilities are included in this. effor.t. cur:re~tly, 
~oo many of our l~4:u;ning. disabled. youth and up be~n-CJ:-.n:nemployed · 
. L::;1 or undereJI\ployed,. Often ·1.n part:-t.l.me or low-wage JOPS> Without. . . 

· benefits. '.L'his Administration i~· workinq ·in brand _nP.Iw,_,waya- to 
improve both-academic and-employment outcomes. · 

1 
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'l:~~:~~~~~~~~l~~vi,cu:y programs in juvenilo jumtioe we area . 
1;1: .or:imta€-'preventiQq'- pr:Qgr,~- .. f ~r; .. stud~nts7-·havin~r 

, inany of whom have learning· disabilitios.. . · 
T~::~~~a~~~~~~~l:~~:;~r' are·· at't high',; risk: .for.t:be~nCJi· in> troU):)le:- with the 
1 . . . ;:- and·i·tilta'i:Attorney•'.'Genere&l" io: workinCJ-= to· ,improve.: 

. those, outcomes, and also to find better ways of servinCJ people · -
_with .learning dls~bilities who are in correctional· settinqs ~o 
that they can-.break .. tha~.pa~ternS:.· that-. put· them" there·-;· · · 

. I . 

+ The fact t11at the people responsible for putting together the 
program for this s\unmit a.r"' !rom two d.if·ferent federal. aqQnoies 
encourages me, ·too. Just. as we are all benefitting from tho NIK 
research p~specti ve of. Re.ld ·Lyon cmd · from the education 
p.;Srspective of 'l'om- H~hir; I am. hopeful that ehildr~n ·and yo1,1th 
with learning qisabilities will b~nefit from our r~solya nnd 
commitment to work tog.ether in _new lrfClYS· · 

Some items specific to learn~ng cllsc!lbilitiea: 

Source: Na tiona.L Long:j.. tuatna~ . Transl Llo.11 . Study of SPeci a 1 
Education Students, u.s. Department o£ Education 

. . . ' 

. .' •. 2 .'4 million students in our . schools are identified as havinq 
:speoifio·learning ·disabilities .. 29-' or high ::Dc.:hool s'Cudents with 

·. ·learning disabilities drop out. .. · · · 
' . 

·,• For those who drop out.,, the results are unemploym~nt·· or·. • 
underemployment; part-time j o.bs; jobs without benef .l-L~ ·such:. ~us 
health insurance; and dead-ending: never qetting: past- the entry-
level jobs. · · · · · · · · · ' ·· · 

we must do things differe,ritly 'to improve outcomes:.· 

• Improve the capacity .• o! ·our -tea~eis ana classrooms--to educate 
children with learning'disabilities •. Find out what works, and do 
it early .in the child's school life. · · 

' -. ' '-.. 

. t Increase: the services and, supports avllilable to -learning. 
d; Aabled Stl~dents, ill the Clas~room ancl in the. COmmunity • 

• I~cre.asA~;c~~a ranqe of al.ternativ~s and options available .• ' For 
example, W..-l-know that vo'cational education· is positively related 
to cchool: complotion ~nn hAtt~r post-school outcomes. We don't 
want to,"track" learn~ng disabled.studGntsor. any othQ:rs into 
vocationQl programe, but that option must be available. 

I ' ' . ' 

.. ·auildinCJ ~n Secretary ~iley' S i~i :t iative, WA must promote the 
development of family-school-community par~nerships to incroase 
family involvement in their children's ~r.hooling. 

. . . ### 
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