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K 
April s, 1994 

Lisa Caputo 
Office Of The First Lady 

Dear Lisa: 

First off, we all want to thank you and Mrs. Clinton so much 
for coming to ~Qo~ with this piece, which is warm and 
inspiring and full of insight and humor. Indeed, Ellen 
Levine, the editor in chief, asked that you tell Mrs. 
Clinton that readinq her piece yestQrday really helped her 
keep perspective during what was an otherwise not very good 
day. So, our ~sonal thanks as well. 

We do have some questions, pla.ces where we feel the piece is 
crying out for specific Qxamples, where it needs to show 
more than tell. A number of key points are only alluded to, 
and much of the action remains off-stage. Bringing these to 
life a bit more will make the evolution of their 
relationship that much more vivid. I've written these right 
on the page, and while it looks like a lot, many of them hit 
on the same themes: characterizing more fully why Mrs. Kelly 
seemed not to like Hillary Rodhatn. in the beginning, 
characterizing in more dstail what was so chilly about their 
early rueetings. We're not looking to add pages of length to 
this; a num'ber of' well-placed clarifications and 
amplifications throughout, sentences or paragraphs at most, 
should do the trick. 

We are committed to getting this into the July issue, (which 
will also keep us clear of any timing conflict with S&S) so 
the clock is now ticking very loudly. It would be wonderful 
if we coula have these additions by the end of this we@k 
(4/8). rs that within the rQalm of possibility? 

That also brings us to the photos. We'd love to have a 
selection--with an eye tow~rd ultimately running perhaps 4 
or 5. Is ther9 a photo with Mrs. Kelly from the very early 
days, before! Mrs. Clinton was married? Is there a wedding 
photo? Is there a photo of Mrs. Kelly with Mrs. Clinton 
holding Chelsea as a newborn? our aim is to try to match the 
chronology of their growing bond in photos, as the piece 
does in words. Agatn, you have my wo:rd that we'll handle the 
photos with the utmost care and return them--each and every 
one--as soon as· they are back from the printer. 
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Please give me a call when you've had a chance to read this 
and let me know if there are any problems or questions, and 
how you think we'll fare with our deadline situation. I so 
appreciated your keeping me updated all last wesk and this 
weekend. We're so much better able to cope--especially down 
to the wire like this--if we know what to anticipate. 

Again, we're so pleased and honored to be able to have this 
piece by Mrs. Clinton. We feel sure readers will warm to its 
timeless messa9e. 
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March 30, 1994 

Hillary, 

Here is a revised draft of the Redbook piece. I think I've 
made the changes you wanted, but please let me know if you have 
further edits or ideas. 

More important, don't forget to practice your pitching for 
opening day! 

Cheers. 

~;: 
Lissa 
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February 24, 1994 

Lisa Caputo 
Press Secretary 
Office of the First 
Room 103 
OEOB, D.C. 20500 

Dear Lisa: 

Lady 

II I 
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Let me say again how delighfkd we are that Mrs. Clinton will 
be writing a piece about Vi~ginia Kelly exclusively for 
Redbook. we aqree that it's :a perfect match. 

I! 
We know our readers will be livery interested in the First 
Lady's observations and ins~hts about Mrs. Kelly as a 
grandmother, a mother in la~, and a mother, along th~se 
lines: . li 
What kind of relationship d~s Mrs. Clinton feel Chelsea had 
with her grandmother? What ~~s the quality and texture of 
their relationship? In what \ways was it formative for 
Chelaea? Did she come to se~ her father in a different light 
through her relationship wi~h her qrandmother? 
Mother and daughter in law r~lationships can be tense, at 
least at times. Were there ~er emotional struggles between 
Mrs. Kelly and Mrs. Clinton?: Did Mrs. Clinton address her 
mother in law as "mom" or bY\ first name? What did Mrs. Kelly 
think of the increasingly p~lic role Mrs. Clinton played? 
Was Mrs. Kelly a particular !$ource of strength during 
difficult times in the Clin~bn's lives? What did Mrs. 
Clinton learn about the p~e~id~nt, as a man, from the 
relationship he had with hi~! mother? What did she learn 
about parenting? \) 
Fi.nally, what lessons does ~a. Clinton take away from Mrs. 
Kelly's brave struggle with [~ancer? In what ways did she 
enrich Mrs. Clinton's under~~anding of life? How profoundly 
different will her and Mr. ~inton's lives be now that Mrs. 
Kelly is gone? il 
As I mentioned, our feeling llis that Mrs. Clinton should 

' ' 1·1 , . 

wr~te the pl.ece at whatever f~ength she feels she needs to 
cover the points she wants t(.'O cover. We'll be glad to work 
with her in the editing proskss if space becomes a concern. 

II 

II 
q 
~ ! 
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At this point, the plan is tf.) have the piece by. mid-March, 
to make July publication pos!1~ible. 

. . ·' 
., 

We'd b·e delighted if some caildid family photos could 
accompany the piece. They wi1l go a long way to help make it 
warm, intimate and personal •. : 

; 
Thanks so much for thinking t)f us, and we very much look 
forward to piece. 
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