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* It is not only a personal privilege to meet all of you, 
but an honor as an American to have the opportunity to visit this 
nation. 

* And being in this building is itself a lesson in 
Latvian history. Although my stay here in Riga is brief, I will 
leave newly inspired by the expansive culture and spirit of the 
Latvian people. And by your wonderful folk songs. 

* No matter what one's nationality or geographic 
location, women seem to share the same fundamental hopes and 
concerns. Women in almost every society tend to be the primary 
caregivers, the ones responsible for tending to children, aging 
parents, spouses, siblings, and friends. And often we juggle 
those roles with demanding responsibilities in the workplace. 

* Our attempt to balance family, work, and community is 
not a burden, but a great opportunity. Because of our unique 
experiences, women have enormous potential to inject a sense of 
compassion and humanity into the world around us. We can help 
make our communities and our societies more tolerant, more 
understanding, and more vibrant. 

* I suspect that my interest in health care and children 
is partly the product of my being a woman and a mother. Like 
mothers everywhere, I'm concerned that children have the 
opportunity to fulfill their potential no matter where they grow 
up. 

* Some of the social challenges you are dealing with here 
in Latvia are remarkably similar to issues we face in the United 
States: Ensuring that children have adequate health, nutrition, 
and protection from abuse. Making sure that women are treated 
fairly in the workplace. Figuring out ways to strengthen family 
life. 

* These a~e issues that, in the United States at least, 
sometimes are overlooked for political and economic reasons. But 
I believe that all civilized countries have a moral duty to help 
their citizens lead healthy and prodcutive lives. That is the 
only way that any nation can make progress a very complicated, 
unpredictable world. 
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Following is a listof events,\ca~g~rized by theme:·that you may warit to highlight in 
your m~ting with foreign journalists: · ' 

ARTS $ CULTURE 

. _Riga, Latvia: 

-The Dom (Wednesday, J~ly 6) . 
·While t}:le President has a meeting.With the ·Baltic presidents, you and Mrs:. Ulmane 
(the Latvi.an preside~t's wife) will tour the Dom, an enormous brick cathedral that . 
serves ~s a combined _church,- museum a~d organ-concert haiL After a tqur ·of the . 
Dom; ·the Boy's Choir in Latvia will perform a musical presentation for you, Mrs~ 
J.Ilmane, ~md a small audience. : . · · · - · · -

.r: . 

NapleS, Italy: 

Naples Ninety-Nine Found~ti~it- event with children. (Friday, July 8) . 
_ Naples Ninety-Nirie is a.private foundation that is working to restore the city's . 
. : decaying monuments, which were for years neglected by authorities and ignored by 
.lcx;ar inhabitanJs. The ·Foundation has launched a project where monuments -- like· ; 
seulptu~, srreets and chur~hes -are given to schopls_ for adoption. Students s~dy 
the monument's his~ory, opgin, and style, and become responsible fqr its upkeep. · 
Students also act as guides when other students and visitors <;orne to' V.i~it the _ · 
monument · · - ; 

A group of students· will take ypu ·on ~ tour of their adopted monu~ent; ·althoug~ 
-we're not sure yet which. monume'rit thi;lt will be. . - : . - . .· . - . . ... , . ·. - . -

\ 

Alitalfi/ Ravello,' Italy: 

· Visit to .the Amalfi Coast (Friday, July 8). · . ~. \, ·. ·· . - · · . . · . 
. On Friday, July 8th, you will: spend a good part of the da}' touring· Amalfi and 
Ravello, tWo beautiful village~ in 5outhern ~taly pverlookirg the Gulf of Salerno.' 

' ·Later that evening, xou.will attend the 42nd Annual Music Festival in Ravello, an 
. event attended by the local people of ~avello arid neighboring villages, where you-: 
will hear the Schleswig-Holstein Philharmonic play two symphonies by Austr,ian 

.-composer Franz Schubert [Note: The tou'r is not a public eve~t; the concert is.]. 
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· · Naples, Italy: i . 

. ·, . ' .- ' - . ·. 

Spouses' Day planned by 1\tfrs. Berhiscoiti (Saturday, July 9) 
You will spend the. day with the other spou5es of G-7leaders. Mrs. Berlusconi's 
tentative, agenda includes a tour ()f the SLEhno Castle Museum,. the Villa Penatelli, . 
and a luncheon (no.other. information availabl~.) .- · ' · · 

. . ' ' -
. ,c 

Pompe~ Italy: · 

Tour· of Pompeii and MountV~uvius {Su~day,July:10) 
'. ' ' ' I , ~ ' 

. 'For most of U\e ·day o~ S~n~ay,: you will tour excavation, sites ofPompeii and Mount · . 
. 'Vesuvius. When_ Ml Vesuvius erupted in'79 A.D.,the.thfivirig commercial city·of · 
Pompeii -was completely· buried. within hours under a. mountajn of hot ash, Cinders. 
and lava. Excayations began)n. the 18th century and hav(? continued piecemeal ~ver· 
since .. Today, _about thr~-fourths of Pom~ii has been uncovered. [This is not a · · 
public event] · 

\ . 

. '··' 

Bo~· Germany: . r . 
. I 

. ' . 
Museum of German History (Mon'day, July 11) - · 

· This new_ museum; inspired by Chancellor Kohl, traces the post-war physical an~ 
political reconstruction of West Germany. The museum's displays begin with·.the · 

· · Holocaust, the devastation throughout Europe caused by the Germans, and the ruins 
of Germany afte,r the war/and chronicle the struggles of the next 50 years towards · · .. · 
reunification. . When the museum opened this June, however, some Germa~ . . ·. · . 
complained that it portrays·a distorted vie';" of contemporary history, and denigrates 
East Germans. . The idea 'for the inuseum was conceived in the 1980s~ before · 
reunification, and was onginally not mean~ to portray East ·Germany at all. 

. ~ . . ·. ' ' . . . ~ . ' . . . 
,. . 

' I , 

Beethoven Hou.Se (Monday, July 11) , · · 
Th~ Beethoven House is a museum dedicated. to 'Ludwig van -Beethoven, located in 

·the original three-story house where the German composer and piarust was:bom in··. 
1770. The museum, houses important objects c~o.nicling Beethoven's. life, including. 
his viola from Bonn, his piano from Vienna, and ·ear trumpets to co~ with the 
hearit:~-g loss that started jri his twenties. ·After your tour of the Beethoven House, a 
group· of pro111ising young ·performers will perform a conce.rt of B~thove'n's ~orks. · 

(,, . ' .. . . 

· .. CHiLDREN & EDUCATION 

.Warsaw, Poland:· 

Home on the. Market Square (Th~rsday; July 7), . . 
Home· on the ¥arket ~uare .is an ·hmovative children's home that., provides care to · ' 
chilciren ages sevento fifteen. with beh~lVioral problems. Home on the Market Square 
is uruque among child care facilities arid orphanages. in Pola:t:td in that it emphasizes 
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- parent:cif involvementand family preservation. All of the childre~ at th~ Ho~e have' . 
'parents who ,cannot car~ for tltem pro~rly on a full-time basis -- for reasons that 
include alcoholism, crime,. divorce, and mild child abuse . 

. The children li~e at the 'Home, Mond~y thfough Friday alld a~ehq. the local public 
school; Of\ the weekends, they stay with their parents. .When the parents come to 
pick.up the_ children on· Frid~ys, th~y must Irleet with staff members--to diseuss their 
child's progress that week, what the child learned in sc;:hool,- and .what sort of --- -
homework or other' acti_vities are required of the. child over the weekend._ The focus: 

. _. of the Home is as much on the patents as it is on the ·children; the goal is to 
'ultimately reunite_ the. children ~ith their parents on a· ·full-time basis. · · 

You are scheduled to tour the Home on the Market Square, and perhaps have a 
discussion with ·a fe~ parents and childreO. · .· · · ·" · · 

\ ' . . . ' 

Berlin, Germany: 

John F. Kennedy School Commencement (Tuesday, July 12) - . ' . -
. · The Johrl F. Kennedy Schoolin Berlin is a bilingual, bic;ultural college"-preparatory. · 
- r school where German and American cstudents are taught together in the same· · 

classrooms. The Kennedy School offers an integrated elementary and high school 
.. program that dr~ws on components of bo.th the German and the-American· 

ed,uct;itional systems. · Students have intensiv~ exposure to the language and 
traditions of their partner culture~ The school is 'part of the German public school 

- · _ system- and. is tuitio~-free.- · · - · 

.. You ~ill give ~e commencementaddress at this_ year'~ grad~~tioh. Mrs. Kohl will 
also speak. 

' ' I .l 

WOMENLEADERs - . ' 

.. Riga, Latvia: l_. 
. ·.I. 

Lunch with Latvian Women (Wednesday, July 6)- · . . . . 
You will ~rteet with a group of Latvian Women prominent in· the arts, literature; . 

. acadenlia; busi11essi government, p(>litics: and labor. The lunch will be held at the . 
. LatVian Society Buildjng, a riewly.renovated cultural center. Mrs. Urmane,is · 
hbsting th~ lunch. ·_ ., · · · ' · 

WarSaw~· Poland: ' .. · 
I . ,,. ' ' ) . 

\ -

\ - ' . • ' ' .· ,. ' -. ' ' I •, •\ ' ' ' 

Lunch and Concert with Polish Women (Thursday, July 7) _ · , _ - . · . 
Same preinise as above.· ·.The lunch will;_ be held at the Wilanow Palace, considered 
~e most beautiful baroque:residence, in Warsaw. The lunch will indude a concert of 
piano music by the famous, Polish ~om poser Frederic Chopin;· .. The host of the lunch 
is Ambassa~or Rey's wife. ..i . -

... 
' . 
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include certain provisions giving preference for Latvian for h- er education 
for the re as well as making Latvian m<mdawry from fi grade even in 
Russian-Ian age schools. 

The big u solved question is that of citizensh" in an independent 
Latvian republic. lthough Latvian government 1 ers and officials have 
indicated their pre ence for the so-called O~vari t (that is citizenship to all 
presently residing in e republic) or the mo · ed 0-minus-5-variant (those 
who have lived there a inimum of five ye s), some of the more outspoken 
nationalists and Parliame deputies call r other options, the most extreme 
being that citizenship 5ho be gra ed only to those who held Latvian 
citizenship in 1940 and the· des aants. The question is far from being 
resolved. The general Latvian p ulation may be more radical in its v\ews 
on this question than the pres t ·an govern.Dlent. 

Awareness of potential pr lems has d co the creation within the new 
government of an infras ul"e to deal these issues. Members of the 
Supreme Council's Co ission on Human · ts .and National Questions 
have participated in · ernational conferen~s cently in Oslo and Tallinn 
on issues' of the ri ts of nationalities. On 6 Fe ary 1991 .a Depamnent 
of Nationalities th ministerial status was create by a resolution of the 
Council of M. · ters whose task it will be to study the .ationalities' situation 
and work o proposals such as a potential addidon to he language law. if 
it is foun that it cannot function as intended. There ill be a· law on 
national minorities, concerning culture and education, the national 
mino · es will receive government funds for their activities in these fields. 

.. 
b. Health \:':·" 

Average life expectancy in 1989 was 71 years - 66 years for men and 75 \: · 
years for women. This is 3-7 years lower than in the majority of European .. :-'' 
nations. Infant mortality has declined from 17.9 in 1970 to 11.0 per thou­
sand births in 1988, which is low in comparison to the aggregate Soviet _ · 
Union figure of 24.7. Birth defects have been increasing. The leading causes '.' 
of death are circulatory system disease, cancer and accidents. 

In 1989, there were 50 physicians (including all specialties) and 147 ·'· 
hospital beds per 10,000 inhabitants. In 1989 51,500 abortions were· · · 
performed, that is 79 per 1,000 women between the ages of 15 and 49. ·· 

Health care has been provided by the state for free, except for certain 
services like dentistry. Care is accessible in polyclinics or hospitals, the , 
cion being detenn.ined by place of residence. As in all of the Soviet Union, 
there has been a shortage of advanced technology and medication. Medic.al 
workers including doctors have had extremely poor official salaries 
beginning monthly salary for a physician is 120 roubles). These factors 
led to .a general perception of poor health care, even if above the 
~~- l.' 

A transition to a payment and insurance health system is planned and 
specifics are being worked out by the republican Physicians' Society. 
the cost will be provided for from the 37 per cent social insurance 
part will be paid by individuals. There are already some docto.rs 

·----'141=-0 0 9 

cooperatives. ~ 
ric:es. This km.i 

c. Edt.4:ation 

Of 1,000 inb;i_:.U 
in 1989 (thar :$ 
education, 1~ ~ 
education ( 6~ -~ 
rion high schoo:. 
schools, 40 ~ 
schools. Ther.= .: 
Every year, 2(l,f• 
age of .fi.ft:~ \\': 
place among ::X 

There is a ;:.-=:: 
indeed trans:fc:tt: 
drafted but nee : 
increased auttcc• 
tightly contro:C.: 
twelve years .rr.: 
one for Lanim 
in three to foar 

It ~ recogn._~ 
textbooks an~ ~ 
and to create :=:= 

d. Housing 

The average: ::it.-= 
in 1989 and .:.~. 
which has i.n.:rc' 
urban average o: 
28 million S<f"__a:": 

metres priva~ 
privately 0\\~. 

Provision oi s;: 
rhe cities, 9.3 -:-.: 
systc:ms, 77 ~ 
ln the coun..:: , :..: 
cem have ho-:: -...,. 2 

cennaJ hc:at:ir:tg.. . 
The qualiro oi 

construction ·SDC 
old and nev.· hot 
1980s, so paru : 
Orhcr pans of :U 
was rhrown -:3-p _ 



·. ~ .. . . . .. 

"f 

.,, 
. .1 

·, . 

, . 

3 Latvia 

A. History 

The history of Latvia includes only a brief peJ:iod of independence; from 
1918 to 1940. Despite this, Latvians have a keen sense of national identity. 
The awareness stretches beyond culture and language into the political 
consciousness of today and the demands for renewed independence. 

The lack of a historical srate does not, however, imply a lack of national 
hismry. Since prehistoric rimes Finno-Ugric and Baltic tribes have inhabited 
the terrimry of present-day Larvia. From the twelfth century onwards rhey 
were under foreign mle. Froni the fourteenth to the sixteenth century the 
area was under the control of Teutonic Orders, who established a Livonian 
state, covering the territory of Latvia and parts of presenr-day Esronia. Then 
sourhem Livonia and Courland (west Latvia) came unde.:- Polish-Lithuanian 
rule, until 1621, when Sweden took over Livonia. One century later, in 
1721, Livonia was incorporated into Russia, as was Courland in 179 5, to ~.:· 
become Russian Baltic provin~;es until independence was achieved in 1918. ';. 

As elsewhere in Europe, nationalism emerged and developed in Latvia ,, 
during the nineteenth century. Irs sources are connected ro the German ';.>; 

Enlightenmem leader J. G. Herder who worked as a pastor in Riga in rhc:: ·~;:·. 
1760s where he bec;;amc: interested in and collected Baltic folklore. The ·~·1;· 
agrarian reforms in rhe nineteenth century (panic;;ularly the abolition of serf~ ·:\ 
dam, 1816-19) provided additional possibilities for the development of ;~. 
national c:onsdousness. The movement attracted increasing numbers of }~< · 
activists, and by the sec:ond half of the century the idea of a separate national '(~ 
identity with an independent culture spread widely. In 1873 the first song 
festival was held, initiating a strong tradition that has played an important 
role in the present rebinh (atmoda) of national consciousness. Political 
movements combined social ideas from Russia and Western Europe with. 
nationalism, and radical nationalist organisations were very .active in the 
beginning of the twentieth century. For the Russian Baltic Provinces 1905 
was a violent year. and Latvians were active in the 1917 Russian revolution.·. 

Economic life during the period before Latvia's political independence was 
characterised by relatively Widynamic agriculture and a rapidly emerging 
industry. Despite the agricultural reforms of the first half of the nineteenth 
century - a generation before serfdom was abolished in Russia - pe<lsants 
were still largely dependent on the Baltic German nobility, which 
inclination to modernise irs big landed estates. The region's historical role 
a trade link between Russia and the other countries of the Baltic region 
beyond ~ad become rnore important as industrialisation 
Europe. Riga, founded in 1201 and soon a key Hanseatic city, 
become ne of the mosr dynamic and cosmopolitan cities of the ...... ~ ....... ~":"";. 
empire, in the Balcic area certainly the most imponant after St P~ers 
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Latvia 63 

Riga's population had reached half a million before World War L 7 
During World War I, Latvia's territory became a battleground for 

Germans and Russians causing considerable destruction. The collapse of the 
two powers at the end of the war allowed Latvian independence to be 
proclaimed on 18 November 1918. There was an active Larvian communist 
movement, which gave significant support to the Russian revolution and the 
creation of the: Red Army. An independent Soviet Republic of Latvia existed 
briefly during 1918-19. After ren~ed battles, the end of the summer of 
1920 finally brought peace for Latvia with Gennany as well as Soviet 
Russia. 

The independent Latvian Republic established a si~gle-chamber parliamen" 
tary sysrem. The president was elected by Parliament. A constitution 
modelled on the Weimar Constitution was adopted in 1922. Small parties 
proliferated until 1934, when Prime Minister Karlis Ulmanis established an 
authoritarian regime, concentrating power politically as well as economically 
in the state. He himself became both prime minister and president . 

The population of Latvia in 1914 was 2.5 million, of which around 60 
per cenr were Latvians. Deaths, deportations and emigration drastically 
reduced (he population during the war and the revolution. Even by 1935, 
i( had only reached 1,950,000, of .which 75.5 per cent were ethnically 
Latvian. The main minorities were 10.6 per cent Russian, 4.8 per cent 
Jewish, 3.2 per cent German, 2.5 per cent Polish~ 1.4 per cent Belorussian 
and 1.2 per cent Lithuanian. 

Despite the destruction caused by the war and the disruption of the tradi­
tional East-West trade, rapid. economic recovery and growth took place. At 
independence, the agrarian sector employed 66 per cent of the population. 
Radical agrarian reforms in 1920 broke up large holdings of land. After the 
redistribution of land, the average size of a fann was 16.3 hectares. 

During the interwar period cultivated land expanded and agricultural 
production increased as did its productivity. The number of cattle increased 
from 912,000 in 1913 to 1,278,000 in 1939, while the butter yield per cow 
went from 108 kilograms in 1913 to 130 kilograms in 1939. Grain produc­
tion (rye, wheat, barley and oats) increased, but the average yield remaiJJ.ed 
low, less than half that of the most efficient producers at the time (for exam­
pi~ Denmark) but well ahead of Russia. The production of potatoes almost 
mple? from 1_913 to 1937, and wheat production more than quadrupled. 

Darry fannmg assumed an increasingly important role in agriculture. 
Processed milk production increased from 35,600 tons in 1914 to 273 700 
in 1927 and 542,590 in 1937. In 1914 Latvia produced 1,500 ton's of 
butter. By 1937 this production had increased to 21,855 tons, Butter, 
together with meat production, provided the basis for expon, especially to 
Great Brirain and Germany. 

Latvia had starred to industrialise at the end of the nineteenth century, but 
~he war had drastically reduced industrial production and employment. After 
mdependence industry was restructured to adjust to the loss of the Russian 
mar~et, an~ by 1930, only 13.5 pe~: cent of the workforce was employed in 
the llldustrtal sector. The largest employer of industrial labour was the 
manufacturing industry, followed by the woodworking, food-processing and 
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textile industries. Latvia successfully produced certain high-technology goods 
such as radios and cameras. 

The governmcnt pursued rnonetary and fiscal policies that stabilised the 
economy and enabled the introduction and support of a convertible 
currency, the lat (for an account of this successful refonn, see Box 6.2). 
Export consisted first and foremost of agrarian products, followed by timber 
and wood. Trade grew steadily, except for a slump in 1929-30. As with 
Estonia, Latvia's main trading partners were Great Britain and Germany. 
Trade with the Soviet Union was very lilnited, and in 1938 the Soviet Union 
accounted for only 3 per cent of Latvian e:,cports and 3.5 per cent of imports. 

Latvia on me eve of World War II was that of a small, prirnarily agrarian 
nation, whose per capita industrial production lagged behind not only the 
most advanced European nations, but also for-example Finland, though 
incomes were higher than in neighbouring Lithuania. Latvia was oriented to 
the West through trade as well as culturally and had a reasonably high sran­
dard of living. Meat and milk pe~: capita consumption was hi&h in 
comparison to other European nations. Improvements had taken place in all 
social spheres. Illiteracy levels and education levels ranked Latvia in the 
middle range of European nations. In terms of numbers of students Latvia 
ranked very high in rhe 1930s, apparently holding rhe first place in Europe 
in numbers of university students as a share of all inhabitants. Only 
Denmark published more books proportionally to population. 

On 17 June 1940 the Soviet Red Army marched into Latvia. A new 
government was fonned and elections were staged for a People's Assembly, 
which applic:d for membership into the Soviet Union. In August, Latvia. 
became part of the Soviet Union. · 

Deportation startl!d in 1940, and there were massive deportations on 13-
14 June 1941. Estimates of population loss during the first year of Sovic:t 
rule range around 35,000, that is 1.5-2 per cenr of the prewar population. 
The outbreak of war interrupted the deportations and the Soviets retreated 
in front of the Germans to return only in the summer of 1944 _ The losses 
in population and property during rhe war years were enormous. It has been 
estimated that 30 per cent of Latvia's prewar population were lost in depor· 
[ations, executions, emigration, territorial changes, evacuations and 
mobilisation. 

Sovietisation of all aspects of life started immediately and included an 
integration of Latvia into the Soviet political and economic spheres as well 
as cultural and linguistic russification. 

The administrative structures created mirrored those in Moscow to which 
they were subordinated: a Latvian Communi.~"t Party with a First Secretary, 
a Council of Ministers with a Chairman and a Supreme Soviet, whose 
Presidium was beaded by a <::hainnan in a largely ceremonial post. In 1950, , 
Soviet administrative units {raiony) were adopted. 

Nationalisation started in July 1940. In indusn:y. all factories with twa~ty ' 

workers or more were affected; commercial enterprises and banks were ~­
expropriated. Housing above certain limits was also nationalised. Fifteen per -
cent of fanns were nationalised (those exceeding 30 hectares) and land 
redistribU[ed to smallholders. •: . ~~ 
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Non-Latvians scarted to arrive in large ·numbers - first as administrators 
md soldiers, later as labourers. The non-Baltic immigration during the first 
Jc~ade of Soviet rule (1945-55) has been estimated ar 535)000. Over the 
years, [he ethnic composition of Latvia has dramatically changed, and the 
rcrceprion of ~ threat: ro ~at:ional survi~al was a major faetor in the recent 
n.ational consciousness revtval and the mdependence movement . 

Production in both agriculture and industry fell significandy from prewar 
~.;,-ds. Industrial outpur only recovered to 1940 levels ip 1950, ln 
.~~ri~.:ulwrc, grain production had fallen ro 732,000 rons in 1950, from 
t)72,000 mns in 1940 and continued to decline in the first half of the 
t950s. The 1940 level had nor y_et been reached in 1960. The area of land 
llnder cultivation, yield per unit of land and number and live weight of farm 
.n1imills all continued to decline during the 1950s. 

Agriculture was collectivised by force. Massive deponations in March 
t949 assured speedy compliance, and by December 1951 98 per cent of 
Urvian farms were collecrivised, State: fanns were also o-eated. Agriculcu:ral 
policies like the reorganisadon of kolkhozes inro larger units in 1950, 
.:nmpulsory deliveries of produce and the c:entralised c:onttol over technical 
~·quipmtm thwugh the Machine Tractor Stations all 4;ontributed to suhse~ 
yucrH problems in agriculture, After policies were libe:ralised, especially with 
the 19 57 so-called sovnarkhozy reforms that allowed for greater local 
..:ontrol, agriculture started ro improve, and by the nlid-1960s production 
h3J increased. The living standard of Latvian farmers was improving with 
.1 significant share of income on collective farms coming from the small 
privare plots. 

Agriculture has increasingly focused on animal husbandry. Many crop:j; 
h;Jve declined in volume since [he 1930s, as Lacvia has imported increasingly 
l.1r~e sh;ues of the grain feed from the rest of the Soviet Union, while export­
m~-t meat and dairy products. 

Industry and infrastructure developed according [0 central directives 
um~grating Latvia fully into the Soviet economy. While accounting for little 
mor~ _than a percentage of Soviet output, the Latvian economy acquired 
\l~n.f,cant importance to rhe Union, in particular because of the presence of 
~mne high-~ec?. enterprises and because of the harbours and railways. 
fhough a s1gmficant part of Soviet foreign trade passed through Latvia, the 
..:num;y as a Soviet republic was effectively cut off from other contacts with 
•h r1e1ghbours across the Baltic Sea and the rest of Europe and the world. 
lnsre~d. Sovietisation and russification continued. A considerable military 
rrcsence further underlined Latvia's Soviet integration. Liepaja became an 
•rn~orta~r naval base, harbouring Soviec submarines and other war ships, 
wh1le Rtga housed the headquarters of the Soviet Baltic military region. 

II. Popularion, geography and natural resources 

I..Jrvia is hisror_ically divided into three regions: Courland (Kurzerne), south 
.u,d wcs~ of Riga, on the Baltic Sea; Livonia ( Vidzeme), the centre of the 
cuunrry Including Riga, and to the north, bordering Estonia; and Latgale to 
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The population of Latvia was 2,686,000 as of 1 January 1991, a density 
of 42.6 inhabitants per square kilomerre. In 1989, 71 per cent of the popula­
tion lived in urban areas and 29 per cent in rural areas. The population of 
Riga was 915,200. The seven mos[ important cities are Daugavpils, Liepaja, 
Jelgava, Jiirmala, Rczekne, Valmiera and Ventspils. The ethnic composition 
of Latvia's populadon is 52 per cent Latvian and 34 per cent Russian. Other 
minorities are Belorussians (4.5 pe~: cent), Ukrainians (3.4 per cent), Poles 
(2.3 per cent), Lithuanians (1.3 per cent) and Jews (0.9 per ~nt). 

The legacy of war and deportation deaths can still be seen in the gender 
statistics: men make up 46 per cent of the population and women 54 per 
cent. In 1990, 56 per cem of the population was of workiiig age (16-59 for 
men and 16-54 for women), down from 58 per cem in 1980, while the older 
share of the population had increased in the period from 19 per cent to 21 
per cent. The urban pensioner group has grown from 17 per cent in the 
beginning of the 1970s m almost 20 per cent in 1988. The natural growth 
rate of the population was 2.4 per thousand inhabitants in 1989 which is 
significantly lower than the Soviet average of 7.6 per thousand. The relative 
share of immigration in overall population growth was high; until it 
suddenly dwpped in 1989 it represented between half and two-thirds of the 
ro•al growth. The binh rate is low at 14.5 per thousand in 1989. 

C. Recenr political develop111ents 

Political repression under Soviet rule effectively contained all attempts at 
polirical and nationalist opposition. However, many Latvians did rise to 
positions of power. As in Estonia and Lithuania, many of these became 
leaders in the movement for political independence and total ~;efonn of the 
communist system, once Soviet glasnost and perestroika had opened the lid. 
The Larvian reawakening, the atmoda, has its roots in an opposition and 
consciousness that, of course, did exist throughout the period of Soviet rule. 
Ir first came out srrongly in 1987, after which events moved very rapidly. 

In June 1987, the dissident Human Rights' Group Helsinki 76 put forth a 
demand for Latvian political independence, and the gradual devdopment of 
popular action was initiated. ln June 1988, the Latvian National Indepen­
dence Movement (LNNK) was fanned. In June 1988 the Writers' Union made 
demands for democratisation and national sovereignty, Boris Pugo, first 
secreta('y of the Communist Parry and Anatolijs Gorbunovs, CP secretary of 
ideology, participated. A.&er some political discord, seventeen intellectuals 
headed by Writer:s;' Union chairman Jani.,o;;: Peters signed a proposal for the 
formation of a Popular Front. Political disagreements threatened to split the 
movement, but finally the Popular Front was established as an umbrella 
organisation. At the congress in October 1988 the Popular Fwnt demanded 
sovc:reignty and democracy, A language law making Latvian the official state 
language and the legalisation of the flag from independent Latvia were signs 
of the growing popular support for nationalism. In reaction to these 
developments Interfront was fonned in October 1988 with the declared aim 
of protecting the rights of the 'Russian-speaking' population. 
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As these events were taking place during 1988, conflict with Moscow was 
growing. In Octobf:r the proposal for a new Soviet constitution, threatening 
to limit the rights of the republics, including the right to secede, sparked 
large protests by the Popular Front. Soviet Politburo membt:rs Chebrikov, 
Medvedev and Slyunkov travelled to the Baltics, ostensibly in an attempt at 
dialogue, while also indicating the gravity with which the Kremlin -viewed 
the situation. 

The intensification of conflict with Moscow only served to fuel popular 
support for the inde-pendence movemf:nt. Du.riPg 1989 the Citizenship 
Committee, introduced by the LNNK, the environmental group VAK and 
Helsinki '76 group, started to register Latvian 'nationals' as citizens. The 
popular support expressed for the idea served to radicalise the Popular Front 
which shifted from the demand f01: autonomy to the outright aim of restor­
ing independence. In the relatively free March 1989 elections to the People's 
Congress, the Popular Front won 32 out of 40 seats. In its second congress 
in October 1989, the Popular Front adopted a new programme, which stated 
independence as the goal of rhe movement. 

On 23 August 1989, the anniversary of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, a 
human chain demonsrration through the three Baltic republics was organised 
aa a protest against Soviet occupation. A few days later the Soviet Central 
Cornmitree passed a resolution condemning it. Meetings and warning signals 
from the:: Kremlin during the: autulllll failed to stop the independence move­
ment's development. Pro-indcpendenc;e and reform-minded Conununist Party 
members formed a new independent party, splitting the Latvian Communist 
Party in April 1990. 

In the free parliamentary electioPs held on 18 March 1990 the Popular 
Front won 66 per cent of the seatS, while 29 per cent W!!:Dt to the Conununist 
Parry led by the very conservative Alfrcds Rubiks. The remaining 5 per cent 
are held by independent deputies. . . 

In order to pre-empt the new Soviet law on the secession of republics 
introduced in the spring of 1990, ostensibly clearing the way for secession 
but in fact setting up very demanding conditions, Lithuania declared its 
independence on 11 March 1990. On 4 May 1990 the tum came for Latvia 
to declare its independence, albeit with somewhat more caution, allowing for · · 
a transitional time period, during which the Soviet constitution was still 
valid, except for where it conrradio:ed republican la~. :{' 

The momentum of the independence movement had arguably been unstop­
pable from even earlier in the process when national emotions pent-up for •,1-. 

decades were allowed to resurface, but Moscow's hardening attirudes only ,.•: 
increased it. The bloody January 1991 events in Vilnius and Riga rallied . , 
ethnic Latvians and non~l..atvians alike around the 2 March poll on a ··~~:: 
democratic and independent Latvian republic. In the poll 87.6 per cent of.·~· 
the registered electorate voted, of whom 73.7 per cent supponed ·. 
independence. ·· · · 
F~om that time it was clear that Latvia, like Estonia and Lithuania, could 

be retained in the Soviet Union only by the use of military force. The Sov}!!:t , I,' 
Interior Ministry special OMON forces tried to spread fear through attacks ' 
in Riga and on newly erecred Larvian border posts. The crumbling of 
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centralised Soviet J?OWcr accelerated, however. When the August coup 
attempt took place In Mo~cow, the Latvian Parliament inunedia[ely, on 21 
August,. suspended the penod of transition provided for in the independence 
declaranon of 4rh May 1990 and proclaimed the country's fully restored 
indep~ndence. ~ithin days of the coJlapsc::d coup {one of the coup 
partiopants havmg been the Latvian Boris Pugo, Soviet Interior Minister 
lareJ: to commit suicide) Russia recognised the right of Baltic republics to fnli 
sta~ehood. W o~:ld-wide recognition followed. In September, the General 
Assembly of the United Nations voted to include Estonia Latvia and 
Lithuania as three new member countries. ' 

D. Suucrure of the economy 

Wholly integrated in the Soviet economy since about 1950, Latvia has come 
to posse~s .a quite diverse economy, though b~set by all the· problems 
char~cte.n~n~ of. comm~d economies. Income and productivity levds are 
com:adered h1gh m relanon to other pans of rhe (fonner) Soviet Union but 
lo:w in rela7i~n to ~estem Europe or ~ven to th~ form_er East European ~Oim· 
~rJes. Latvt~ s agr1culture and food mdustry ts an Important asset, which 
together With rhc:: forestry and wood industry, could become valuable 
components of independent Latvia's future exports. Manufacturing and elec­
tronics have made ~atvia an important supplier of both consumer and capital 
goods to t~e ~ovter ~arker, for example, textiles, consumer dur.ables, 
telecommuntcanon equipment and heavy machinery. This industry is also 
likd.y t~ hold future potential.but is in need of restructuring and substantial 
foretgn lfivesnmmt. Transport mfrastructure has made Latvia crucial to Soviet 
trade:-- R}ga a~d Ventspils being two of the most imponant Soviet harbours, 
and Ltcpara an unportant naval base. Transpon and other trades services also 
hold potent~al t'? boos~ the country's future current account. Developing 
export earrungs IS crucial, dependent as the country is on imports of raw 
r:taterials,. e?ergy and_ ather inputs. The present structure of the economy 
lmks .Lama_ s economtc future to the fate of the Soviet economy. 

Thts reahry has been an important factor in determining the pragmatic 
app~:oach adopted by the Latvian authorities, as they seek to implement 
reform and regain the nation's economic sovereignty. 
Th~ ~auci~ o.f Sovie~ econ_omic statisti~ marks Latvia as well. According 

ro of6ctal stansncs, natlonal tncome as measured by the net material product 
(NMP) was 7,301 million roubles in 1989. Per capita NMP was 2 722 
roubles (compared with Estonian and Lithuanian averages in the same ~ear 
of about 2,850 and 2,480, rc::specrively). Neither being a measure of total 
ourpur nor readily rr~s!arable into W estem tenns, this tells us very little 
about rhe standard of llVlng. Based on the IMF estimate of a Soviet GNP of 
around US$ 1,750 in 1989 and on the assumption that Latvia has an income 
roughly 20 per cent above the Soviet average, Latvia might be said to have 
a GN~ of aroun.d US$ 2,100. Translating NMP by using current exchange 
rates {m the r~g~on of 30 .roubles to the dollar in mid-1991) would give a 
much lower figure, on the level of the poorest counttil!!s of the world. 
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F. The social situation 

a. The nationality issue 
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!here is on~ asp~~ of Latvian society that pervades all social questions: the 
1ssue of natlonahttes. In 19 35, 77 per cent of the 1 ,905,400 inhabitants of 
the Latvian republic were ethnically Latvian, while 8.8 per cent were Russian 
and 4.9 per cent were Jews, the other nationalities representing fewer than 
three percent~ge points each. In 1989, there were 52 per cent Latvians, 34 
per cent Russians, 4.5 per cent Belorussians and 3.4 per cent Ukrainians. In 
rural areas, 71.5 per.c~n~ ofth~ inhabitan_ts are Latvian) but only 44 per cent 
of the urban populat_mn IS Latvian. For R1ga, the numbers are very dramatic;; 
36.5 per cent Laman and 47.3 per cent Russian. And in sourhc:aste.m 
Latvia, Daugavpils has a 58.3 per cent Russian majority, while Latvians 
ther~ represent onl! 13.0 per cent. That a majority in this city also voted 
for mdc:pendem:e In the March 1991 referendum therefore ca.rries great 
political significance. 
~h~ s~eed and. volume of Russian immigration, together with low rates of 

ass1mllanon to the local culture measured by such indicators as knowledge 
of the local l~ngu~ge, has le? to a widespread popular Latvian perception of 
threat to the1r nan.onal surv1val. In the 1989 census 66 per cent of Latvians 
reporte~ mastery of Russian as a second language, while only 21 per cent 
of Russians reported mastery of Latvian. 

Immigration to a large extent has consisted of blue-collar workers so 
that only 36 pe:r cent of industrial labour is Latvian, In railway transport 
and waterw~y transport m.c: figures ar~ ~ven ~ower: 26 per cent and 11 per ... 
cent respec;Uvely. Meanwhile, the admunstranve apparatus was 56 per cent 
Latvian-m_anned in 1987 and the cultural and art field had 75 per 
cem La~1ans. Thus the nationalities question is incerwoven with socio­
economic !aaors. Th~ large all-llllion enterprises have a particularly high 
concentration of R1.;1ssian .workers, and ethnic rensions could easily intensify 
as a result of confl1cts wtrh Moscow or simply economic problems such as 
unemployment in specific sectors. 

If _Latvian popular na_tionalism is resentful about recent history, me 
~uss1~-speak.ing popul~uon ofren expresses fears about their future rights 
In an mdependenr Latv1a, Myths and pRjudices exist on both sides bur 
apart from a few incidents in 1989, the level of ethnic tension in societ~ has 
been low. 

Some measures affecting the Russian-speaking part of the population have 
already been taken by the Latvian governmen[. This includes the 1990 
language law, according to which all workers in the administrative service 
and health fields will have to know sufficient Latvian for their professional 
purposes by 1january 1992. (The implementation of this plan has run into 
problems, however, owing to lack of qualified teachers, textbooks etc., and 
few pe.ople $eem to believe that the law can be implemented on time w:\thouc 
~xce.puo~s.) Through penalties and restrictions, the government cut 
H'luntgranon to the: P?im ~h~ in 1990 for the first time in the postwar 
ye~rs there was neganve migration. A law on migration is in the process of 
bemg adopted. A new programme of education is being worked out which 
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Lunch with German Women. (Tuesday, July' 12) 
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THE FIRST LADY'S SC~EDULE: 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION- FOR JULY TRIP 

.. 
' 

Latvia. ,.,. 

Thi~ short st6p in. Riga repr~sents a highly .~ymb6lici and dram~tic 1 

k{ckciff for_~he President~s July trip. It is an histori~ event, 
--,this will be th~ first time·an American Piesiderit has set foot 
.on B9-ltic soil .. The theme of the Riga visit will 'b'e the . 
continuing consolidation ·of .a new post-COld War Europe·. 

Wfiile i~ Riga, the First Lady and .the President will .be ~reeted . 
.at the -'arrival ceremony a( Riga. ±nternatio.nal Airport·. She will, · 
acco~pany.the ~resident in'the meeting ~ith reception gu~sts at 
the ~tack Market Building, atten~:the ~lower iaying Cere~on~-at 

. Freedom Monument, .the Speech at Fr.eedom Plaza and th,e meeting and· 
'greeting' with the· U.S: . Emba's.sy staff . from Latvia, ·Estonia' and 
~ith~ania .. · The First LadY is also s~heduled to attend a Women's 

'Brunch hosted by the wif~ of the U.S. Ambassad,c:ir to 'Latvia.· 

Poland 

The P~esiden~'s stop in Poland' i~ intend~d t6 ~nders6or~ u.s: 
.support fbr the integratiori of central'Europ~'i larg~st country 
into· the transAtlantic community. ·Poland ha,s prog-ressed · 

. / . . dramatically since pioneering the· former communist wor.ld' s 
transformation in.l989. It is at ~id~pbint on its.road to a 
stable market .economy and democ~~tic system. · .. Th~ · P~esident will 
:di"scuss a number' of economic' social and security initiatives' 
inclu~ing a ~ioposal.to provide .technical ad~istance to the Pol~s · 
in moderniztng their. heal fh, care systeifi. · 

Wh{ie. 'in Po'land, ·the First Lady will accompany the President at a 
·welcoming ceremony at the. Presidential Palace, a State Di.nner . 
hosted by President Walesa, Wr.eath Laying Ceremonies at the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldi~i and ~he warsaw Ghetto Memorial,· ~nd will . 
attend ihe Presid~nt's spe~ch at th~ Polish Parliament Buildin~ 
(Sejm) .. The First LadY. is a,lso sche.dU:led to atte.nd a· lurich and 

. concert ·at. the Villa· Nova: Palace with the wife of the U.S. ··, · · 
.f\mbassador_to Poland. 

· Italy 

The Presi~ent ~ill tra·vel to Naples for the G-7 Summit·.· In 
. disc~siiohs ~ith ~ur .G~7 partners, ~e ~ill discuss the current . 

.. challeng~s of growth and jobs, pa;i"tnershipwith Russia, trade anci 
other issues~ w~ will stress .renewal: a·aew gi6bal economy is 
emerging and th~ G-7 countries must go ihrou~h a'p~oces~ of .. 
renewal .to captl!-re _the .benefits· C>f.· 'this _change and sustain 
.support ·for a liber.al international ~conomic :order. · 

. . . . . . . 

In Italy, the.First Lady wilL accompany the President to the 
dinner··on Saturday evening at the Palazzo 'Ca"Serta with the G-7 . 
leader~:. She ,will also participate in ~n eventwith~th~ U.S. · 
~mbassyjConsulate staff 'and military pers6nnel at Naples Airport. 



While 'the. President will be atten.ding G-7 meetings during most 
the time in Italy I the First Lady will alsO visit cul tur'al· and 
'artis.tic sites in\the region. , · 

Germany 

The .Pr~sident will tra~el to Germariy i6r bilat~ral.meetings .and. a ' 
. Q.S. -EU Summit. The fir~t trip by a u'.s. President ·since the 
~fall of ~he ~erlin Wall~ it will. also· be the last before ~he U.S.· 
Army's B-erlin Brigade departs in September .. · This visit .will c·. . 

affirm Ou~ friendihip with G~r~any and reassure the Germans.about 
thei~ critical role-in ~l~bai affairs. It.will also help put in 
perspeQtive Germany's excirision f~om D-Dai. ev~n~s. · 

J~ Ge~mapy, the First Lady will accompany the. President durihg 
the arrival ceremony at Villa Hammerschmidt, attend an o'tficia:l 
luf1cheon at the. Peterspu~·g Guest House and a private diq·ner' . 
hosted by Chancellor and Mrs.·Kohl at·the:j..:t private~residence in 

.. Ludwigs·hafen (Oggersheim). Pre'sident and. Mrs. Clinton will also. 
attend a U.s·. military even_t at- Ramstein Air For.ce Base and an / 
arr~ val· ceremony- at ·Berlin Airport. · , The First Lady will also 
accompany. the President at his speech.at Brandenbur<j Gate in 'the 

··former .. East Berlin, as .well 1 as a visit' tothe\New Synagogue, at 
Oranienburger Str~sse a~dthe Deactivation Ceiemony ~f Berlin. 
Brigade at McNair Barrack's. · · 

Mrs: Clinton is also scheduled to.attehd, a tbur and concert at 
· the·· Beethoven· House; tour the· Museum of Gennan 1Hstory, speak at. 

the .JFK H.igh School Colnmencement and a·ttend a. brunch with· women .. 
at the Charlottesburg Paiace .1 
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WOMEN IN LATVIA 

.~ i : . 
omen pos~.ss: the same .legal rights a~ men. 'rhe law requires 
hat womellimay not be hired for certain jobs considered 
angerous ;;.!beyond this, employment discrimi. nation is banned. In 
eality, g,~ven the extreme competitiou for jobs and the potential 
ost of l~ally mandated child birth bem?fits, women frequently 
a?e hiriq~ a~d pay discrimination, espec:icd ly in _the emerging 
rJ.vate sef:Jtor. · Women apparently have not. brought any 
iscrimin~~io~. suits before the court.:s. 

dult pro ·' itdti?n has not been outlawed; it is increasing and is 
ften link 

1
d "'i th orgau:i r-ed c1~ime. RG.U able statistics on 

omestic vtolence against. women are unavaililblc. Some cuJ turaJ 
actors ha.ye fostered domestic violence often associated with 
lcohol abtise. Observors suggest t.hat police are sometimes 
eluctant tp arrest in such cases since U1e victims later often 
rop charg.s. ·.No programs exist specifir:ally to assist victims 

If domest.i~ abuse, though normal government-provided health care 
nd disabi~~ty benefits apply. 

e women•lta<!~ocaoy groups that exist ore st.ill small. They are 
volved i9~finding ~mployment for women, lobbying for increased 
cial ben1fi t~ 1 .and opposl.ng ar.my hazing of recruits. 

e Labor Abde:; prov-ides for a mandatory 4 o- hour maxi mum workweek 
'th at 1e4~t on .24-hour rest period, 4 weeks of annual vacation, 
d a prog~'-m qf assistance to working rnothon; with small ft. 
ildren. ~.! ·, 
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#:~. LATVIAN ETIQUETTE 

'1' t >I 
; I 

hroughou~:frecorded hist-ory the Lat-vians are but one of the 
ationali'Qies;ithat, in 9'l'eQter or lesser numbers, have inhabitP.d 
atvian sqil. Others have included Germnns, Swedes, Poles, 
ews -- aq;<J, of course, Russians. While significant portions of 
atvia's dUrr(i'lnt Russian-~poakl.ng population date from the era of 
oviet COI.l~rol., there nre also those whose ancest_ry goes back to 
sarist da:,ys, ··when Riga wns one of the lc1rqest ports of the 
ussian E~ire . 

.oll;.l;~...t::::~.,.a.;::.~~~=~t.~i.:::o~n.:.:.:.s, Anatol Lieven, without. nd.nimizj ng the 
c~~r.s involvod, notes t.hat at lP.ast some of th<: 

·:et~een Latvians (and Estonians and Lithuanj_ans, of 
curse) a · · Rt.lasia.ns can be traced to t-he ve.ry different cultural 
tyles bet ~eri' B~lts and Slavs. The Balls who see themselves as 
ool, rese~ved, self-cont.l·olled and Western can appear cold, 
loodless J."nd :condescending to the Hussj nns: t.he Russians who 
ride themfielv;~s_on the breadth and depth of their passionatu 

.ntensity rrn :St~ike the Balta as boorj_sh or hysterical. 

redictabl~i en'ough, therefore, the t.wo li.lrgest cul t.ures 
nha.bi ting1~atvia do not have ident-ical .standards of what 
onstituteii etiquette. The surest path for t.he visitor is 
robably to~ err on the s:i.de of tradi t_:i_onctl forms of polj_te 
havior. $,PthLcultures, Latvtan and Huss:ian, pride themselves on 
e1r hosp~tallty, in which one is expected to produce one's 
oicest f~,~d f!l,nd drink for one's gue.st-s. Small presents t.o 
e's host' r hostess are always a stgn of good manners, for 
tvians a • Rtjssians bot.h. (But never brin9 a bouquet with an 
en numbe • .. of: flowers, whi.ch many Central Europeans consider 
lucky.) 'l 
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