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* It is not only a personal privilege to meet all of you,
but an honor as an American to have the opportunity to visit this
nation.

* And being in this building is itself a lesson in
Latvian history. Although my stay here in Riga is brief, I will
leave newly inspired by the expansive culture and spirit of the
Latvian people. And by your wonderful folk songs.

* No matter what one's nationality or geographic
location, women seem to share the same fundamental hopes and
concerns. Women in almost every society tend to be the primary
caregivers, the ones responsible for tending to children, aging
parents, spouses, siblings, and friends. And often we juggle
those roles with demanding responsibilities in the workplace.

* Our attempt to balance family, work, and community is
not a burden, but a great opportunity. Because of our unique
experiences, women have enormous potential to inject a sense of
compassion and humanity into the world around us. We can help
make our communities and our societies more tolerant, more
understanding, and more vibrant.

* I suspect that my interest in health care and children
is partly the product of my being a woman and a mother. Like
mothers everywhere, I'm concerned that children have the
opportunity to fulfill their potential no matter where they grow

up.

* Some of the social challenges you are dealing with here
in Latvia are remarkably similar to issues we face in the United
States: Ensuring that children have adequate health, nutrition,
and protection from abuse. Making sure that women are treated
fairly in the workplace. Figuring out ways to strengthen family
life. '

* These are issues that, in the United States at least,
sometimes are overlooked for political and economic reasons. But
I believe that all civilized countries have a moral duty to help
their citizens lead healthy and prodcutive lives. That is the
only way that any nation can make progress a very complicated,
unpredictable world.
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o ‘FoIlowmg is a list of events, categonzed by theme, that you may want to hlghllght in -
- your meetmg thh forelgn )ournallsts ' ‘ _ ’

| -ARTS G’CULTURE | .

The Dom (W ednesday, July 6) , ‘ -

‘While the President has a meeting with the Baltlc presidents, you ‘and Mrs. UImane

(the Latvian presndent's wife) will tour the Dom, an enormous brick cathedral that
serves as a combined church, museum and organ-concert hall.  After a tqur of the .

A Dom, ‘the Boy s Choir in Latvia will perform a musrcal presentatlon for you, Mrs
Ulmane, and a small audxence S , B :

" , 'Naples, Italy‘

" Naples Nmetv-Nme Foundatlon event w1th cIuldren (Fnday, ]uly 8) -
Naples Ninety-Nine is a.private foundation that is working to restore the city's.

"'~ decaying monuments, which were for years neglected by authorities and 1gnored by

.local inhabitants. The Foundation has launched a project where monuments - like : -

g sculptures, streets.and churches — are given to schools for- adoptlon Students study | _ o

the monument's history, origin, and style, and become responsible for its upkeep
Students also act as guides when other students and v1sxtors come to Vvisit- the -
monument. - :

‘A group of students will take you-on a tour of thelr adopted monument although
,we re not sure yet whjch monument that will be.

.

N’

o Amalﬁ/ Ravello, Italy

S V151t to the Amalﬁ Coast (Fnday, JUIY 8)

- On Friday, July 8th, you will: spend a-good part of the day tourmg Amalfl and
Ravello, two beautiful villages in Southern Italy overlookmg the Gulf of Salerno. C

* Later that evening, you. will attend the 42nd Annual Music Festival in Ravello, an

_event attended by the local people of Ravello and neighboring villages, where you .
- will hear the Schleswig-Holstein Philharmonic play two symphonies by Austrian -

S composer Franz Schubert. [Note The tour is not a pubhc event; the concert is. ]




R -Spouses Day planned by Mrs. Berlusconi (Saturdav, lulyg

" You will spend the day with the other spouses of G-7 leaders. Mrs. Berluscom s
_ tentative-agenda includes a tour of the St..Elmo Castle Museum, the Villa Penatelll, :
- and a luncheon (no other information avallable) ' ! :

| Pompeu, Italy' :

, | Tour of Pompeu and Mount Vesuvms (Sunday, July 10)

B '.‘-'For most of the: day on Sunday, you W1ll tour excavatxon 31tes of - Pompeu and Mount .
"'Vesuvius. When Mt. Vesuvius erupted in'79 A.D., the thriving commercial c1ty of
" Pompeii-was completely buried within hours under a mountain of hot ash, cinders. .

 and lava. Excavations began .in. the 18th century and have continued plecemeal ever’

*since. Today, about three-fourths of Pompeu has been uncovered [Th]S is not a

- ) pubhc event.]

o Museum of German HlSl:Ol'Y (Monday, ]uly 11) S '

_* This new. museum, inspired by Chancellor Kohl, traces the post-war physncal and )
. political reconstruction of West Germany. The museum's displays begin with: the "=
- Holocaust, ‘the devastation throughout Europe caused by the Germans, and the ruins

 of Germany after the war, and chronicle the struggles of the next 50 years towards

' reunification. .When the museum opened this June, however, some Germans e
. complained that it portrays'a distorted view of contemporary hrstory, and demgrates ;

East Germans. . The idea for the museum was conceived in the 1980s, before ‘

- reumﬁcatlon, and was ongmally not meant to portray East Germany at all.

'/.

| , Beethoven House (Monday, ]uly 11)
The Beethoven House is a museum dedncated to Ludwng van- Beethoven, located in
“the original three- -story house where the German composer and pianist was born.in’’

-+ 1770. The museum:houses important objects chronicling Beethoven's. life, including V.

‘his viola from Bonn, his piano from Vienna, and ear trumpets to cope with the _
hearing loss that started in his twenties. 'After your tour of the Beethoven House, a
- group of | promlsmg young performers will perform a concert of Beethoven s works

CHILDREN & EDUCATION e
.Warsaw, Poland l

. Home on the Market Square (T hursday, ]uly 7) _

Home on the Market Square is an-innovative chnldrens home that- provxdes care to - _
children ages seven to fifteen with' behavioral problems. Home on the Market Square
is umque among Chlld care fac111t1es and orphanages in Poland in that it empha31zes -

)




| parental mvolvement and fanuly preservation, All of the cluldren at the Home have
‘parents who cannot care for them properly. on a full-time basis -- for reasons that
include alcohollsm, crime, drvorce, and mrld Chlld abuse : ’

- The cluldren live at the Home Monday through Frlday and attend the local publlc o
school; on the weekends, they stay with their parents. When the parents come to

- pick up the children on Fridays, they must meet with staff members to discuss thelr .

child's progress that week what the child learned in school, and what sort of .
homework or other actwrtres are required of the, c¢hild over the. weekend The focusf ‘

oo of the Home is as much on the parents as it is on the chlldren, the goal is to ‘;
o ultrmately reunite the: chrldren wrth thelr parents on a full- tlme basrs '

_ " You are scheduled to tour the Home on the Market Square, and perhaps have a
L drscussron wrth a few parents and chlldren.

\

| :_ Berlm, Germany

o ]ohn F Kennedv School Commencement (T uesday, ]ul 12)

E The John F. Kennedy School in Berlin is a bilingual, blcultural college—preparatory

‘t school where German and American students are taught together in the same -
classrooms. The Kennedy School offers an integrated elementary and high school .

\ . program that draws on components of both the German and the American’

educatxonal systems. - Students have intensive exposure to the language and
traditions of their partner culture The school is part of the German publlc school _

., systemand is tultron-free

S You‘wrll give the commencement address at this years graduatlon Mrs Kohl w1ll P
L also speak :

L
R}

WOIVIEN LEADERS
- nga, I_atv1a | . '

- Lunch w1th Latvian Women (Wednesday, Iuly 6) ' L
- You will meet with a group. of Latvian women prominent in-the arts, hterature,
_, academia, business, government, politics-and labor. The lunich will be held at the .
~ Latvian Society Building, a newly renovated cultural center. Mrs. Urmane is. -
hostmg the lunch _ N - SR D

: Warsaw, Poland

i

Lunch and Concert w1th Pohsh Women (’I‘hursday, Iuly 7)

" Same premise as above. - The lunch will be held at the Wllanow Palace, consrdered
the most beautiful baroque residence in Warsaw. The lunch will include a concert of - .

. vplano music by the famous:Polish composer Frederlc Chopm The host of the lunch :
s Ambassador Rey s wrfe , ,

B
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includes certain provisions giving preference for Latvian for h
for the Focure as well as making Latvian mandarory from fips
Russian-lankyage schools.

The big unvresolved question is that of citizenshig” in an independent
Latwvian republic\Although Latvian government legders and officials have
indicated their prefegence for the so-called 0-variafit (that is citizenship to all
presently residing in the republic) or the mogificd 0-minus-5-variant (those
who have lived there a Xginimum of five yexS), some of the more outspoken
nationalists and Parliameng deputies call f6r other options, the most extreme
being thar citizenship showld be granted only to those who held Latvian
citizenship in 1940 and theidescgndants. The question is far from being
rcsolved. The general Latvian pygulation may be more radical in its views
on this question than the presgfir Latyian government,

Awareness of potential prgblems hasNed to the creation within the new
government of an infrastmCrure to deal with these issues. Members of the
Supreme Council’s Co ights and National Questions
have partiapated in i ccently in Oslo and Tallinn
on issues’ of the rig ary 1991 a Deparmment
#th ministerial status was createll by a resolution of the
rers whose task it will be to study thé\gationalities’ situation
y proposals such as a potential addition to che language law, if
it is foung’thar it cannot funcdon as intended. There'v
nariopal ninorities, concerning culture and education, and the national
minoyities will receive government funds for their activities in these fields.

b. Health
Average life expectancy in 1982 was 71 years — 66 years for men and 73
years for women. This is 37 years lower than in the majority of European
nations. Infant mortality has declined from 17.9 in 1970 to 11.0 per thou-
sand births in 1988, which is low in comparison to the aggregare Sovier
Union figure of 24.7. Birth defects have been increasing. The leading causes
of death are circulatory system disease, cancer and acddents.

In 1989, there were 50 physicians (including all specialties) and 147
hospital beds per 10,000 iphabitants. In 1989 51,500 abortions were )
performed, that is 79 per 1,000 women berween the ages of 15 and 49.

Health care has been provided by the state for free, except for certain
services like dentistry. Care is accessible in polydlinics or hospitals, the loca-
tion being determined by place of residence. As in all of the Soviet Union, £
there has been a shortage of advanced techmology and medication. Medical %
workers including doctors have had extremely poor official salaries (the
beginning monthly salary for a physician is 120 roubles). These factors have 3
led to a general perception of poor health care, even if above the Soviet
average. L IR

A transirion to a payment and insurance health system is planned and the 3
specifics are being worked out by t
the cost will be provided for from the 37 per cent social insurance tax, but
part will be paid by individuals. There are already some doctors

he republican Physicians’ Society. Part 0f g
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A, History , rezrary
bries-coar
The history of Latvia includes only a brief period of independence; from 192 xzmg
1918 to 1940. Despite this, Latvians have a keen sense of national identity. Russ..
The awareness stretches beyond culture and language into the political To=mere
consciousness of today and the demands for rencwed independence. tarv s
The lack of a historical state does not, hawever, imply a lack of narional moce: o
history. Since prehistoric rimes Finno-Ugric and Baltic tribes have inhabited ‘ ProUrzTEes;
the territory of presenc-day Larvia. From the twelfth century onwards they VT CTEEmE
were under foreign rule. From the fourteenth to the sixteenth century the In =zczae:
area was under the control of Teutonic Orders, who established a Livonian . J§ T=200D:
state, covering the territory of Latvia and parts of present-day Estonia. Then - per &= ww
southern Livonia and Courland (west Latvia) came under Polish-Lithuanian - redse “oms
rule, until 1621, when Sweden took over Livonia. One century later, in  * § it Bz zmrem
1721, Livonia was incorporated into Russia, as was Courland in 1795, to Lacz T3
become Russian Baltic provinces until independence was achieved in 1918. - Jewwo 2 22
As elsewhere in Europe, nationalism emerged and developed in Latvia anc . e
during the nineteenth century. Its sources ar¢ connected to the German |, § Dae=
Enlightenment leader J. G. Herder who worked as a pastor in Riga in the tior-? rge=-
1760s where he became interested in and collected Baltic folklore. The 3 § indemseary
agrarian reforms in the nineteenth century (particularly the abolition of serf- % Ragus zems
dom, 1816-19) provided additional possibilities for the development of 3 recis—r=rmic
national consciousness. The movement attracted increasing numbers of L=z =x
activists, and by the second half of the century the idea of a separate national 7% procam
identity with an independent culture spread widely. In 1873 the first song "3 fro 220
festival was held, ininating a strong tradition that has played an important Wers Irr !
role in the present rebirth (atmoda) of national consciousness. Political #& nor -r W
movements combined social ideas from Russia and Western Europe with 8 low. gz
nationalism, and radical nationalist organisations were very active in the # § = ple —=mar
beginning of the twenticth century. For the Russian Baltic Provinces 1905 2. fﬁ_tlé'-:i-n:?n
Economic life during the period before Latvia’s political independence was & Freess o,
characterised by relatively undynamic agriculture and a rapidly emerging i 5T man
industry. Despitc the agricultural reforms of the first half of the ninetecnth jgg&:
century — a generation before serfdom was abolished in Russia — peasants ' I0gar - wwyi;
were stll largely dependent on the Baltic German nobility, which had little ' Gre:r ogza
inclination to modernise irs big landed estates. The region’s historical role as,
a trade link between Russia and the other countries of the Baltic region and 288 the - szmd
beyond had become more important as industrialisation transformed ZE#] e
Europe.[Riga, founded in 1201 and soon a key Hanseatic city, grew : IEnC
become %one of the most dynamic and cosmopolitan cities of the Russian
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Riga’s population had reached half a million before World War I 7

During World War 1, Latvia’s territory became a bamleground for
Germans and Russians causing considerable destruction, The collapse of the
two powers at the end of the war allowed Latvian independence to be
proclaimed on 18 November 1918, There was an acrive Latvian communist
movement, which gave significant support to the Russian revolution and the
creation of the Red Army. An independent Soviet Republic of Latvia existed
briefly during 1918-19. After renewed battles, the end of the summer of
1920 finally brought peace for Latvia with Germany as well as Sovier
Russia,

The independent Latvian Republic established a single-chamber parliamen-
tary system. The president was elected by Parliament. A constitution
modelled on the Weimar Constitution was adopted in 1922. Small parties
proliferated until 1934, when Prime Minister Karlis Ulmanis established an
authoritarian regime, concentrating power politically as well as economically
in the state. He himself became both prime minister and president.

The population of Latvia in 1914 was 2.5 million, of which around 60
per cent were Latvians. Deaths, deporrations and emigration drastically
reduced the population during the war and the revoluton, Even by 1935,
it had only reached 1,950,000, of which 75.5 per cent were ethnically
Latvian. The main minorities were 10.6 per cent Russian, 4.8 per cent
Jewish, 3.2 per cent German, 2.5 per cent Polish, 1.4 per cent Belorussian
and 1.2 per cent Lithuanian.

Despite the destruction caused by the war and the disruption of the tradi-
tional East-West trade, rapid economic recovery and growth took place. At
independence, the agrarian sector employed 66 per cent of the population.
Radical agrarian reforms in 1920 broke up large holdings of land. After the
redistribution of land, the average size of a farm was 16.3 hecrares.

During the interwar period cultivared land expanded and agricultural
production increased as did its productivity. The number of cattle increased
from 212,000 in 1913 to 1,278,000 in 1939, while the butter yield per cow
wenr from 108 kilograms in 1913 vo 130 kilograms in 1939. Grain produc-
tion (rye, wheat, barley and oats) increased, but the average yield remained
low, less than half that of the most efficient producers at the time (for exam-
ple Denmark) but well ahead of Russia. The production of potatoes almost
tripled from 1913 to 1937, and wheat production more than quadrupled.

Dairy farming assumed an increasingly important role in agriculture.
Processed milk production increased from 35,600 tons in 1914 to 273,700
in 1927 and 542,590 in 1937. In 1914 Latvia produced 1,500 tons of
butter. By 1937 this production had increased to 21,855 toms, Butter,
together with meat production, provided the basis for export, especially to
Great Brirain and Germany.

Latvia had started to industrialise at the end of the nineteenth century, but
the war had drastically reduced industrial production and employment. After
independence industry was restructured to adjust to the loss of the Russian
market, and by 1930, only 13.5 per cent of the workforce was employed in

- the industrial sector. The largest employer of industrial labour was the

manufacturing industry, followed by the woodworking, food-processing and
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64 An economic profile of the Baltic states

textile industries. Latvia successfully produced certain high-techuology goods
such as radios and cameras. - '

The government pursued monetary and fiscal policies thar stabilised the
ecconomy and enabled the intoduction and support of a convertble
currency, the lat (for an account of this successful reform, see Box 6.2).
Export consisted first and foremost of agrarian products, followed by timber
and wood. Trade grew steadily, except for a slump in 1929~30. As with
Estonia, Latvia’s main trading partners were Great Britain and Germany.
Trade with the Soviet Union was very limited, and in 1938 the Soviet Union
accounted for only 3 per cent of Latvian exports and 3.5 per cent of imports.

Latvia on the eve of World War II was that of a small, primarily agrarian
nation, whose per capita industrial production lagged behind not only the
most advanced European nations, but also for-example Finland, though
incomes were higher than in neighbouring Lithuania. Lacvia was oriented to
the West through trade as well as culturally and had a reasonably high stan-
dard of living. Meat and milk per capita consumption was high in
comparison to other European nations. Improvements had taken place in all
social spheres. Illiteracy levels and education levels ranked Latvia in the
middle range of European nations. In terms of numbers of students Latvia
ranked very high in the 1930s, apparently holding the first place in Europe
in numbers of umiversity students as a share of all inhabitants. Only
Denmark published more books proportionally to population.

On 17 June 1940 the Soviet Red Army marched into Latvia. A new
government was formed and elections were staged for a People’s Assembly,
which applied for membership into the Soviet Union. In August, Latvia,
became part of the Soviet Union.

Deportation started in 1940, and there were massive deportations on 13—
14 June 1941, Estimates of population loss during the first year of Soviet
rule range around 35,000, that is 1.5-2 per cent of the prewar population.
The outbreak of war interrupted the deportations and the Sovicts retreated
in front of the Germans to return only in the summer of 1944. The losses
in population and property during the war years were enormous. It has been
estimated that 30 per cent of Latvias prewar population were lost in depor-
tarions, execudons, emigraton, cerritorial changes, evacuations and
mobilisadon. ,

Sovietisation of all aspects of life started immediacely and included an
integration of Latvia into the Soviet political and economic spheres as w
as cultural and linguistic russification.

The administeative scructures created mirrored those in Moscow to which
they were subordinated: a Larvian Communist Party with a First Secretary,
a Council of Ministers with a Chairman and a Supreme Soviet, whose
Presidium was headed by a chairman in a largely ceremonial post. In 1950,
Soviet administrative units {raiony) were adopted.

Nationalisation started in July 1940. In industry, all factories with twenty
workers or more were affected; commercial enterprises and banks were
expropriated. Housing above certain limirs was also nationalised. Fifteen per

cent of farms were nationalised (those exceeding 30 hectares) and land

redistribured to smallholders.

[
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Non-Latvians started to arrive in large-nuxqbqrs - ﬁrs_t as adr'ninisuators
ind soldiers, later as labourers. The non—Baltu': immigration during the first
:,lcc:lde of Soviet rule {1945-55) has been esnmatec! at 535,000, Over che
vears, the ethnic composidon of Latvia has dramaugally changed, and the
'pcrcePriOf‘ of a threar ro narional Sunm.ral was a major factor in the recent
national consciousness revival and the independence movement.

Production in both agriculture and industry fell significantly from prewar
jevels. Industrial output only recovered to 1540 Icvels‘ in 1950, In
agriculture, grain production had fallen to 732,000 tons in 1950, from
1.372.000 tons in 1940 and continued to decline in the first half of the
1250s. The 1940 level had not yet been reached in 1960. The area of land
under cultivation, yield per unit of land and number and live weight of farm
animals all continued to decline during the 1950s. -

Agriculture was collectivised by force. Massive deportations in March
1949 assured speedy compliance, and by December 1951 98 per cent of
Lacvian farms were collecrivised, Statc farms were also created. Agricultural
policies like the reorganisation of kolkhozes into larger units in 1950,
compulsory deliveries of produce and the centralised control over technical
cquipment through the Machine Tractor Stations all contributed to subse-
quent problems in agriculture, After policies were liberalised, especially with
the 1957 so-called sovnarkhozy reforms that allowed for greater local
control, agriculture started to improve, and by the mid-1960s production
had increased. The living standard of Latvian Farmers was improving with
a1 significant share of income on collective farms coming from the small
private plots.

Agriculture has increasingly focused on animal husbandry. Many crops
have declined in volume since the 1930s, as Latvia has imported increasingly
large shares of the grain feed from the rest of the Soviet Union, while export-
my, meat and dairy products.

Industry and infrastructure developed according to central directives
mregrating Latvia fully into the Soviet economy. While accounting for little
more than a percentage of Soviet output, the Latvian economy acquired
significant importance to the Union, in particular because of the presence of
same high-tech enterprises and because of the harbours and railways.
Though a significant parr of Soviet forcign trade passed through Latvia, the
country as a Soviet republic was effectively cut off from other contacrs with
its neighbours across the Baltic Sea and the rest of Europe and the world.
Instead, Sovietisation and russificarion continued. A considerable military
presence further underlined Latvia’s Sovier integration. Liepaja became an
tmportant naval base, harbouring Sovier submarines and other war ships,
while Riga housed the headquarters of the Soviet Baltic military region.

I). Population, geography and natural resources
Latvia is historically divided into three regions: Courland (Kurzerme), south

“nd west of Riga, on the Baltic Sea; Livonia (Vidzeme), the centre of the
vountry including Riga, and to the north, bordering Estonia; and Largale to
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The population of Latvia was 2,686,000 as of 1 January 1991, a density
of 42.6 inhabitants per square kilometre. In 1989, 71 per cent of the popula-
tion lived in urban areas and 29 per cent in rural areas. The population of
Riga was 915,200. The seven most important cities are Daugavpils, Liep3ja,
Jelgava, Jirmala, Rezekne, Valmiera and Ventspils. The ethnic composition
of Latvia’s population is 52 per cent Latvian and 34 per cent Russian. Other
minorities are Belorussians (4.5 per cent), Ukrainians (3.4 per cent), Poles
(2.3 per cent), Lithuanians (1.3 per cenr) and Jews (0.9 per cent).

The legacy of war and deportation deaths can still be seen in the gender
statistics: men make up 46 per cent of the population and women 54 per
cent. In 1990, 56 per cent of the population was of working age (16-59 for
men and 16-54 for women), down from 58 per cent in 1980, while the older
share of the population had increased in the period from 19 per cent to 21
per cent. The urban pensioner group has grown from 17 per cent in the
beginning of the 1970s o almost 20 per cent in 1988. The natural growth
rate of the population was 2.4 per thousand inhabitants in 1989 which is
significantly lower than the Sovier average of 7.6 per thousand. The relative
share of immigration in overall population growth was high; until it
suddenly dropped in 1989 it represented between half and two-thirds of the
total growth. The birth rate is low at 14.5 per thousand in 1985.

C. Recenr political developments

Political repression under Soviet rule effectively contained all attempts at
political and nationalist opposition. However, many Latvians did nise to
positions of power. As in Estonia and Lithuania, many of these became
lcaders in the movement for political independence and total reform of the
communist system, once Soviet glasnost and perestroika had opened the lid.
The Larvian reawakening, the atmoda, has its roots in an opposition and
consciousness that, of course, did exist throughout the period of Sovier rule.
It first came our strongly in 1987, after which events moved very rapidly.

In June 1987, the dissident Human Rights’ Group Helsinki 76 put forth a
demand for Latvian political independence, and the gradual development of
popular action was initiated. In June 1988, the Latvian National Indepen-
dence Movement (LNNK) was formed. In June 1988 the Writers’ Union made
demands for democrarisation and national sovereignty, Boris Pugo, first
secretacy of the Communist Party and Anatolijs Gorbunovs, CP secretary of
ideology, participated. Afrer some political discord, seventeen intcllectyals
headed by Writers’ Union chairman Janis Peters signed a proposal for the
formation of a Popular Front. Political disagreements threatened to split the
movement, but finally the Popular Front was established as an umbrella
organisation. At the congress in October 1988 the Popular Front demanded
sovereignty and democracy, A language law making Latvian the official state
language and the legalisation of the flag from independent Latvia were signs
of the growing popular support for nationalism. In reaction to these
dcvelopmgnts Interfront was formed in October 1988 with the declared aim
of protecting the rights of the ‘Russian-speaking’ population.
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As these events were taking place during 1988, conflict with Moscow was
growing. In October the proposal for a new Soviet constitution, threatening
to limit the rights of the republics, including the right to secede, sparked
large protests by the Popular Front. Sovict Politburo members Chebrikov,
Medvedev and Slyunkov travelled to the Baltics, ostensibly in an atrempt at
dialogue, while also indicating the gravity with which the Kremlin viewed
the situation.

The intensification of conflict with Moscow only served to fuel popular
support for the independence movement. During 1989 the Cinizenship
Commirtee, introduced by the LNNK, the environmental group VAK and
Helsinki '76 group, started to register Latvian ‘nationals’ as citizens. The
popular support expressed for the idea served to radicalise the Popular Front
which shifted from thé demand for autonomy to the outright aim of restor-
ing independence. In the relatively free March 1989 elecrions to the People’s
Congress, the Popular Front won 32 out of 40 seats. In its second congress
in October 1989, the Popular Front adopred a new programme, which stated
independence as the goal of the movement.

On 23 August 1989, the anniversary of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, a
human chain demonstration through the three Baltic republics was organised
as a protest against Soviet occupation. A few days later the Soviet Central
Committee passed a resolution condemning it. Meetings and warning signals
from the Kremlin during the autumn failed to stop the independence move-
ment’s development. Pro-independence and reform-minded Communist Party
members formed a new independent party, splitting the Latvian Communist
Party in April 1590. ’

In the free parliamentary elections held on 18 March 1990 the Popular
Front won 66 per cent of the seats, while 29 per cent went to the Communist
Party led by the very conservative Alfreds Rubiks. The remaining 5 per cent
are held by independent deputies.

In order to pre-empt the new Sovier law on the sccession of republics
introduced in the spring of 1990, ostensibly clearing the way for secession
but in fact setting up very demanding conditions, Lithuania declared its
independence on 11 March 1990, On 4 May 1990 the turn came for Lawvia
to declare its independence, albeir with somewhat more caution, allowing for .

a rrapsitional time period, during which the Soviet consttution was still
valid, except for where it contradicted republican laws. 4]

The momentum of the independence movement had arguably been unstop- -
pable from even earlier in the process when national emotions pent-up for "
decades were allowed to resurface, but Moscow’s hardening attitudes only o
increased it. The bloody January 1991 events in Vilpius and Riga rallied *
ethnic Larvians and non‘Latvians alike around the 2 March poll on 2~
democratic and independent Latvian republic. In the poll 87.6 per cent of
the registered electorate voted, of whom 73.7 per cent supported i

independence. e
From that time it was clear that Lacvia, like Estonia and Lithuania, could 3.

be retained in the Soviet Union only by the use of military force. The Soviet
Interior Ministry special OMON forces tried to spread fear through atracks
in Riga and on newly erected Larvian border posts. The crumbling o
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centralised Soviet power accelerated, however. When the August coup
attempt took place in Moscow, the Latvian Parliament immediacely, on 21
August,‘suSPended the period of transition provided for in the independence
declaration of 4th May 1990 and proclaimed the country’s fully restored
independence. Within days of the collapsed coup (one of the coup
participants having been the Lacvian Boris Pugo, Soviet Interior Minister
later to commir suicide) Russia recognised the right of Baltic republics to full
statehood. World-wide recognition followed. In Seprember, the General
Assembly of the United Nations voted to include Estonia Latvia and
Lithuania as three new member countries. ,

D. Scrucrare of the cconomy

Wholly integrateq in the Sovier economy since about 1950, Latvia has come
to possess a quite diverse economy, though beser by all the problems
characteristic of command economies. Income and productivity levels are
considered high in relation to other parts of the {former) Soviet Union, but
low in relaglon to Western Europe or even to the former East European coun-
tries. Latvia's agriculture and food industry is an important asset, which
together with the forestry and wood industry, could become valuable
components of independent Latvia’s future exports. Manufacturing and elec-
tronics have made Latvia an important supplier of both consumer and capital
goods to the Sovier market, for example, textiles, consumer durables
telecommunication equipment and heavy machinery. This industry is also
likely to hold future potential but is in need of restructuring and substantial
foreign investment. Transport infrastructure has made Latvia crucial to Soviet
trade — Riga and Ventspils being two of the most important Soviet harbours
and Licpaja an important naval base. Transport and other trades services also
hold potential to boost the country’s future current account, Developing
€xport earnings is crucial, dependent as the country is on imports of raw
materials, energy and ather inputs. The present structure of the economy
links Latvia’s economic future to the fate of the Soviet economy.

This reality has been an important facror in determining the pragmatic
approach adopted by the Larvian authorities, as they seek to implement
reform and regain the nation’s economic sovereignty.

The paucity of Soviet economic statistics marks Latvia as well. According
to official staristics, national income as measured by the net material product
(NMP) was 7,301 million roubles in 1989. Per capitra NMP was 2,722
roubles (compared with Estonian and Lithuanian averages in the same ’year
of abour 2,850 and 2,480, rcspecrively). Neither being a measure of total
outpur nor readily translatable into Western terms, this tells us very little
about the standard of living. Based on the IMF estimate of a Soviet GNP of
around US$ 1,750 in 1989 and on the assumption that Latvia has an income
roughly 20 per cent above the Soviet average, Latvia might be said to have
a GNP of around US§ 2,100. Translating NMP by using current exchange
rates (in the tegion of 30 roubles to the dollar in mid-1991) would give a
much lower figure, on the level of the poorest countries of the world.
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F. The social situation
a. The nationality issue

There is one aspect of Latvian society that pervades all sacial questions: the
issue of nationalities. In 1935, 77 per cent of the 1,905,400 inhabitants of
the Latvian republic were ethnically Latvian, while 8.8 per cent were Russian
and 4.9 per cent were Jews, the other nationalities representing fewer than
three percentage points each. In 1989, there were 52 per cent Latvians, 34
per cent Russians, 4.5 per cent Belorussians and 3.4 per cent Ukrainians. In
rural areas, 71.5 per cent of the inhabitants are Latvian, but only 44 per cent
of the urban population is Latvian. For Riga, the numbers are very dramatic;
36.5 per cent Latvian and 47.3 per cent Russian. And in soucheastern
Lacvia, Daugavpils has a 58.3 per cent Russian majority, while Latvians
there represent only 13.0 per cent. That a majority in this city also voted
for independence in the March 1991 rcferendum therefore carries great
political significance. '

The speed and volume of Russian immigration, together with low rates of
assimilation to the local culture measured by such indicators as knowledge
of the local language, has led to a widespread popular Latvian perception of
threat to their national survival. In the 1989 census 66 per cent of Latvians
rcported mastery of Russian as a second langnape, while only 21 per cent
of Russians reported mastery of Latvian.

Immigration to a large extent has consisted of blue-collar workers, so
that only 36 per cent of industrial labour is Latvian, In railway transport
and waterway transport the figures are even lower: 26 per cenct and 11 per
cent respectively. Meanwhile, the administrative apparatus was 56 per cent
Latvian-manned in 1987 and the cultural and art field had 75 per
cent Latvians. Thus the nationalities question is interwoven with socio-
economic factors. The large all-union enterprises have a particularly high
concencration of Russian workers, and ethnic tensions could easily intensify
as 4 result of conflicts with Moscow or simply economic problems such as
unemployment in specific sectors,

If Latvian popular natjonalism is resentful about recent history, the
Russian-speaking population often expresses fears about their future rights
in an independent Latvia, Myths and prejudices exist on both sides, but
apart from a few incidents in 1989, the level of ethnic tension in society has
been low,

Some measures affecting the Russian-speaking part of the population have
dlready been taken by the Latvian governmenc. This includes the 1990 4
language law, according to which all workers in the administrative, service i &
and health ficlds will have to know sufficient Latvian for their professional
purposes by 1 January 1992, (The implementation of this plan has run into
problems, however, owing to lack of qualified teachers, textbooks etc., and
few people seem to believe that the law can be implemented on time without
exceptions.) Through penalties and restrictions, the government cut
Immigration to the point where in 1990 for the first time in the postwar
years there was negative migration. A law on migration is in the process of
being adopted. A new programme of education is being worked out which
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. . 'THE FIRST TADY'S SCHEDULE: O
: 'BACKGROUND INFORMATION. FOR JULY TRIP -

,Latvia

'Thls short stop in. nga represents a hlghly symbollc and dramatlc -
lekOff for the President’s July trip. It is an historic event,

_ , this will be . the first time-an American’ Pre51dent has set- foot
,on Baltic soil.  The theme of the Riga visit will’be the .’
contlnulng consolldatlon of a new post Cold War Europe '

-QWhlle ln nga, the Flrst Lady and the President will be greeted
at the- arrlval ceremony at Riga, Intérnational Alrport She w1ll
“accompany the President in the meeting with reception guests at -
the Stock Market Building, - attend: the Flower Laying Ceremony at
 Freedom Monumént, the Speech'at Freedom Plaza and the meeting and-
greeting w1th the U.S: Embassy staff from Latvia, Estonia and’
Lithuania. 'The First Lady is also scheduled to attend a Women S

Q’Brunch hosted by the w1fe ‘of the U S. Ambassador to Latv1a

"'Poland

)
N

The Pre51dent’s stop in Poland is 1ntended to underscore U.s.
.'support for the 1ntegrat10n of central Europe’ s .largest country
‘into the transAtlantic communlty Poland ‘has progressed ,
~dramatically since ploneerlng the former communlst wordd’s - %
transformation in 1989. It is at mid-point on its road to a. '
. stable market . economy and democratlc system.  The President w1ll
~ discuss a number’' of economic, social. and securlty initiatives- T
‘ 1nclud1ng a.proposal_ to provide technical a551stance to the Poles o
in modern121ng thelr health care system ' - : :
»Whlle 'in Poland the Flrst Lady w1ll accompany the Pre51dent at a
vwelcomlng ceremony at the Presidential Palace, a State Dinner )
hosted by President Walesa, Wréath Laying Ceremonies at the Tomb
~ of the Unknown Soldler .and - the Warsaw Ghetto Memorial, and will .
_attend the Président’s’ speech at the Polish Parliament Bulldlng
(Sejm) - The First Lady is also scheduled to attend a lunch and
concert ‘at the Villa Nova Palace w1th the w1fe of ‘the U. S o
‘Ambassador to- Poland s . R o o " .

\
\

Crtaly 5yx\ s '"l”“,* / 'f“'f, L

AThe Pres1dent will travel to Naples for the G-7 Summlt " In ‘

- discussions with .our G-7 partners, we will discuss the current

"Lchallenges of growth and jobs, partnershlp with Russia; trade and

other issues. We will stress .renewal: a‘new global economy is

emerging and the G-7 countries must go through a process of

. renewal to capture the benefits of this change and sustain
1.support for a llberal lnternatlonal economlc order «

In Italy, the Flrst Lady w1ll accompany the President to the
-dinner on Saturday evening at the Palazzo ‘Caserta with the G- 7
leaders.. She will also participate in an event with the U.S.
Embassy/Consulate staff and mllltary personnel at Naples Alrport




.- U.S.-EU Summit. - The first trip by a U.S. Presrdent since the

.. Army’s Berlin Brlgade departs’ in September..- This visit will

‘f,the Beethoven" House, tour” the Museum of German Hlstory, speak at

‘Whlle the Pre51dent wrll be attendlng G 7 meetlngs durlng most
, ‘the time in Italy, the First Lady w1ll also VlSlt cultural and
~art1st1c sites in'the reglon . .

Germany
The PreSLdent will travel to Germany for bllateral meetlngs and. a. SN
fall of the Berlin Wall; it 'will also - be the last before the U.s.

affirm our, frrendshlp with Germany and reassure the Germans _about
Bthelr critical role-in global affairs. It will also help put 1n
_perspectlve Germany s exclu51on from D- Day events

In’ Germany, the Flrst Lady Wlll accompany the PreSLdent durlng
the arrival ceremony at Villa Hammerschmidt, attend ‘an official
- luncheon at the Petersburg Guest House and a private dlnner'f

. -hosted- by Chancellor and Mrs. "Kohl- at their prlvate\res1dence in
"Ludwigshafen (Oggersheim). Pres1dent and Mrs. Clinton will also
attend a U.S. mllltary event at- Ramsteln Air Force Base and an.
~arrival ceremony at -Berlin Airport. " The First Lady will' also
~'accompany the President at his speech at Brandenburg Gate. in the
. former. East Berlin, as well’'as a visit to the New Synagogue at -

" Oranienburger Strasse and the Deactivation Ceremony ‘of Berlln
Brlgade at McNair Barracks

Mrs. Cllnton is also’ scheduled to" attend a tour. and concert at’

~ the JFK H1gh School ‘Commencement and attend a. brunch with- women._'
at the Charlottesburg Palace/
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T LATVIAN ETIQUETTE
o

:Ehroughou&#recoﬁded history the Latvians are but one of the
ationalitiles that, in greater or lesser numbers, have inhabited

Latvian sQil. Others have included Germans, Swedes, Poles,

yews -- and, of course, Russians. While significant portions of
atvia’s d@rr@nthussian~speaking population date from the era of
Boviet coﬁ&rol, there are also thoge whose ancestry goes back to
fsarist days, when Riga was one of the largest ports of the
Russian Emﬂire. :

$oo
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velutiona, Anatol Lieven, without minimizing the
Q‘ ors involved, notes that at least some of the
Petweeh Latvians (and Estonians and Lithuanjians, of

d Russiahs can be traced to the very different cultural
gtyles bet{eeﬂ?Balts and Slavs. The Balts who see themselves as
fool, resefved, self-controlled and Western can appear cold,
loodless #nd icondescending to the Russians: the Russians who

ride themgelves on the breadth ang depth of their passionate
intensity n strike the Ralts as boorish or hysterical.

fradictably enough, therefore, the two largest cultures
nhabitingilatvia do not have identical standards of what
gongtituted etiquette. The surest path for the visitor is
qrobably t@ err on the side of traditional forms of polite
Jehavior. Bbth'cultures, Latvian and Russian, pride themselves on
jhelr hospitality, in which one ig expected to produce one’g
qhoicest f@od and drink for one’s guests. Small presents to

ior hogtess are always a asign of good manners, for

d Russians both. (But never bring a bouquet with an
tof flowers, which many Central Europeansg consider
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