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RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential Records Act -(44 U.S.C. 2204(a)) 

Pl National Security Classified Information ((a)(l) ofthe PRA) 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office ((a)(2) of the PRAJ 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute ((a)(3) ofthe PRAJ 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information [(a)(4) of the PRAJ 
PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(S) of the PRA) 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRAJ 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request. 

Freedom of Information Act- (5 U.S.C. 552(b)) 

b(l) National security classified information [(b)(l) of the FOIA) 
b(2) Release would disdose internal personnel rules and practices of 

a11 agency [(b)(2) ofthe I<'OIA) 
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b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIAJ 
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We are called to this resting place to remember· the ~~ · 
sacrifices of brav~ men and women who led us on a g~eat march. t 
freedom· 50 years ago. 

Here in Nettuno we stand on sacred soil that was once 
scarred and bloodied by war. Today it is a place of peace, lush 

.with the green of umbrella pines and Italian cypresses, and 
overflowing with memories of fellowship and common p~rpose. 

For nowhere more than in Italy-did a spirit of ~ooperation 
and qnity reside. And nowhere more than here, on th~s glorious 

· expanse overlooking the Mediterrenean, is the world reminded that 
. the :s~crifices of one generation ensured peace and prosperity f()r 
the next. 

It was here 50 years ago., along the Nettuno-Anz io beachhead _' 
and in the rugged hills nearby, that Allied -troops fo\md ~ ~ 
themselves i·n one of the most dangerous, savage episodes of World 
War II. Thousands,lost theil;." lives. Thousands lost their limbs. 
And thousands more live forever with ghostly images of death and 
destruction Wreaked by Nazi forces during the Italian campaign. 
~ /iP..J- -~ v.L-1 ..L c..,.~ ' . 

. No one was immune to the fighting here. Cqoks, .ba~ers, 
stevedore~, medic.s, nurses, truck drivers, mechanics, 
quartermasters were all targets of the Luftwaffe attacks and were . 
in range of the _German artillery in the Alban hills. The 93rdCt.~] 
Evacuation Hosp~tal was hit so often by enemy fire that.it was . 
nicknamed Hell's Half Acre. "What little ·We had to offer," Nurse 
Grace Newton wrote-after the war, "except maybe .a prayer that 

:God would bring death qui~kly." 

Despite the daily tragedies that war delivered, those who 
fought in the Italian campaign never gave up. Not Private Robert 
Mulreany, who threw himself ·over his wounded brother during a 
bombing attack, only to lose his own life while saving another. 
Not nurse June Wandrey, who suffered malarial chills while 
working·lS hours a day to heal the sick and wounded here. 'Not xxx 

'Marshall, the· son of Gen. George Marshall, whose name is among 
the 7,860 engraved on white marble tombstones in this cemetery. 

From the southern beaches of Sicily, to Salerno, to Anzio­
Nettuno, to.the Liberation of Rome, to the Poe Valley [i], love~s 
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. 
of freedom remained united in their determina~ion to stop a 

. tyrant.· 

When success finally came on June 4, 1944·with the opening 
of-Rome, it was not due to the work of_one nation, -but of many.· 
Without the courage of ~ree Italians,· Free Poles, Moroccans.,. 
Tunisians,: Algerians, Senegalese, Brazilians,·south Africans, 
Rhodesians, Indians, Pakistanis, .. Greeks, New. Zealanders, French, 

. British, a'nd American· troops who all fought under the 5th Army 
. · · command,. democracy could· not have triumphed~, 

· For. 602 days_ the .Allies persevered in· Italy. -And today we 
pay tribute to.those combatants, and those nations, whose 
sacrific;:es helped shape a peaceful, and prosperous future for the 
restof us. 

. . We are here·· to convey our gratitude to • the. brave c,i tizens of 
Nettuno and Anzio -- arid.the rest of Italy-~ who aided the cause 
of freedom by resisting Nazi tyranny. 

We are here to thank Americans like Sen. Bob •Dole, who ·was 
.part of.the lOth Mountain Division and.was wounded.in the Poe 
Valley in the.spring of 1945. 

. 1 ' • ·-. 

Arid Americans like Sen. Daniel Inouye, who lost his arm in 
·Italy while fighting with the incomparable 442nd regiment, or 
Nisei regiment ~- the only Japanese:-American military unit in 
the war .and the most decorated in u.s. history. 

It is to these brave Americans that my generation., and 
generations beyond, owe a great debt • . " . 

Those of us ):)orn after World War II may not ever understand 
the ferocity_of what happened in Italy. We may not ev:~r 
experience the fear that gripped the men· _and women engaged in 
battle here.·we may not know what courage it took .to land in 
Sicily or Salerno •.• · • to stay, month after month, on that 
;beachhead in Anzio.and Nettuno ~ •• to march into Rome ••• to 
xxxx in the Po.e Valley • • • with bombs and. bullets raining down 
on them. 

My generation learned abolit.the war from.movies, mementoa;;, 
and stories told to us by parents and relatives who were lucky 
enough to survive the bloodshed. 

It is the memory of their service, their sacrifice, that. 
· lives on.· in .our hearts and minds . -~ and reminds us that, because 
qf their courage,. we:never have had to pay a similar price for 
our freedoms. · · 

I·will always guard these memories preciously. My father 
served in Italy in 1944 as a Technician Third Grade. Although I 
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never knew knew him., I remember vividly the·day that my mother 
showed me his service citation. I was never prouder in my life. 

I also know that my cousin [?] wrote to my father while he 
was stationed· here, asking if he might send a leaf from an 
Italian tree that she could use for a science project in her 
[third-grade?] class. He wrote.back.saying he couldn't send a 
leaf. There were none. All the leaves had been blown off the 
trees in the war. 

-------;-;.\ ·. 

These are ~e memories that younger Americans retain of 
World War II. These ·are the memories we must keep alive so that . 
future generations will never forget[the import;}lnce of solidarity 
and .courage in times o~ ... o- ·) ------------

.· 1'\u: .• ...rrzodaY,a;·fii zejoice ih l!eeifl<j ioftat> the ~~.;;-~--· 
are full of 1 aves(:.:·. and while we witness the friendship and 
loyalties that were borne of that great war • • • and while we 
celebrate the supremacy of democracy across the European 
continent and in the West • • • we must not forget that hostility 
and aggression lurk in other corners of the world. ~ 

That is why we must hold dear the memories of Italy. On:J.y 
through remembering will our children, and. their children., find 
the strengtp and resolve .they need to move forward into a new 
century filled·with new challenges and uncertainties. 

### 
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RI:M1UUCS BY SECRETARY PERRY 
. IHTRODOCING JOHN SBIRLEY 

SICXLY-ROME AMEaiCAR CEMETERY 
3 June 1994 

Honored guests and friends: 

Denny 

We're here at these hallowed grounds to remember and honor 
the heroes of the Italian campaign. 

It was an important chapter in the story of World war II. 

This campaign set the stage for Allied ~ictory in Europe. 
It captured the first piece of Axis territory at Sicily. 
It diverted and pinned down hundreds of thousands of Axis 

troops, thinning Hitler's defense at Normandy and reinforcement 
at the Russian front. · 

And 50 years ago this week, throngs of ecstatic Roman 
citizens burst onto the streets to welcome the.Allied troops that 
liberated their city. 

Those who served in Italy will always be remembered. 
It was a brutal. march from, the ''toe"' to the Po, with some of 

the war's most grinding battles and heaviest casualties. 
They braved not only bullets and bombs, but terrible weather 

and rough terrain. 
It was ·hard combat, won foot by foot, yard by yard and mile 

by mile. · 

Here at Anzio-Nettuno, Allied forces staged a flawless, 
surprise landing behind enemy lines in January 1944. 

What followed was one of the most courageous and bloody 
dramas of the war, as the Allies withstood furious Axis efforts 
to drive them back into the sea. 

Heroes won the Italian campaign. 
Heroes with names such as Eisenhower, Wilson, Alexander, 

Montgomery, Clark and Truscott, symbols of multinational 
cooperation and co.urage in milita:Ly leadership. 

I Heroes with names such as Captain Dole and Lieutenant · 
Inouye, who overcame grievous wounds and devoted their lives to 
freedom, democracy and public ·service. . 

Unsung heroes, the countless young men and women who risked 
their lives and returned home to build families, businesses and 



commun~ties. 

And the brave heroes who rest in honored glory beneath this 
field of stars and crosses. 

Some of their names are known only to God. 
Yet they·are forever graven in our history and our hearts. 

It's an honor to join the heroes of World war II today. 
What you accomplished a half century ago is a timeless, 

inspiring story of human persistence and triumph. 
You helped to save the world. 
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In telling your story, we not only honor your courage, 
accomplishment and sacrifice, and the sacrifice of your loved 
ones at home. 

We also remind ourselves that we cannot take liberty for 
granted; that peace and security require constant vigilance and 
strong defenses. · 

And we recognize the enormous price that our men and women 
in uniform pay to protect our liberty, peace and security. 

· They risk their lives so that others may live in peace and 
without fear. 

This is the greatest work that God can have us do. 

. ·outside my office at the Pentagon in Washington is a. 
painting I pass every day. 

It depicts a poignant scene of a serviceman with his family 
in church. 

Clearly he is praying before a deployment and long 
separation. 

Below the painting is a wonderful quote from Isaiah. 
God says, "Whom shall I send and who will go for us?" 
And Isaiah replies, ~Here am I; send me." 

When the call came during World War II, millions of young 
American men and women answered with Isaiah's words, "Here am I; 
send me." 

Let me introduce one of them. 
John Shirley joined the 3rd Infantry Division a month before 

the breakout from Anzio. 
·He marched on with the 3rd Infantry to help liberate Rome, 

invade Southern France, and drive Hitler's Army back across the 
Rhine. 

But it was in the Colmar Pocket that John truly showed his 
grit. 

John was badly wounded during an enemy counterattack, and 
taken prisoner with 10 of his comrades. , · 

While they were being marched to captivity, hands in the 
air, John.was shoved from behind by a guard and ordered to ~mach 
schnelln -- move quickly. 

Instead, John wheeled around, punched the guard on the chin, 
and escaped-- a prisoner of war's first duty. · 

After three months in the hospital, John returned to his 
regiment to ·join the final battles.of the war. 

For this kind of courage that helped liberate Europe, John 
received the· Silver Star, two Bronze Stars, the Purple Heart i!Uld 
a battlefield commission to Second Lieutenant. 

He recently said, ~When you get awards you never think you 
earn them." 

John, you've earned them. 

Ladies and gentlemen, John Shirley. 
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4llfl.emnt:ial 
LOCATION 
The Sicily-Rome American Cemetery 
and Memorial lies at the north edge 
of the town of Nettuno, Italy, which 
is immediately east of Anzio, 38 
miles south of Rome. 

There is regular train service be­
tween Rome and Nettuno. Travel one 
way by rail takes a little over one 
hour. The ·cemetery is located one 
mile north of the Nettuno railroad 
station, from which taxi service is 
available. · 

To travel to the cemetery from 
Rome by automobile, the following 
two routes are recommended: 

TO 94565709 P002 

(1) At Piazza di San Giovanni, bear 
left and pass through the old Roman 
wall to the Via Appia Nuova/route 
No. 7. About 8 miles from the Piazza 
di San Giovanni, after passing 
Ciampino airport, tum right onto 
Via Nettunense, route No. 207. 
Follow the Sicily-Rome American 
Cemetery sign and proceed past 
Aprilia to Anzio, Nettuno and the 
cemetery. 

(2) At Piazza di San Giovanni, bear 
right onto the Via dell' Amba Aradam 
to Via delle Terme di Caracalla and 
pass through . the old Roman wall. 

Main E.niT.ance to the Cemetery 
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krilll View of the Cemett:ry · 

Proceed along Via Cristofaro 
Colombo to the Via Pontina (High­
way 148). Drive south approximately 
39 miles along Highway 148 and exit 
at Campoverde/Nettuno. Proceed to 
Nettuno. The cemetery is located Sl/2 
miles down this road. 

Adequate hotel accommodations 
may be found in Anzio, Nettuno and 
Rome. 

HOURS 
The cemetery is open daily to the 
public as follows: 

SUMMER (16 April--30 September) 
8:00 a.m.-6:00p.m. -dally 

WINTER (1 October-15 April) 
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. - daily 

During these hours, a staff 
member is on duty in the Visitors' 
Building to answer questions and 
escort relatives to grave and memo­
rialization sites. 
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InSTORY 
On 10 July 1943, just two months 
after the victorious North African 
campaign, Allied forces landed in 
strengt:ti. on the southern and eastern 
shores of the island of Sicily. Despite 
vigorous resistance by the enemy, in­
fantry and airborne troops of the U.S. 
Seventh Army thrust inland under 
cover of gunfire from the Western 
Naval TaskForce. Five days later, the 
Allied beachheads were joined and a 
continuous line established. While 
the British Eighth Army on the right 
was advancing northeast· toward 
Mount Etna against stiff resistance, 
the U.S. Seventh Army was driving 
rapidly to the northwest. Advancing 
100 miles in four days, the U.S. 
Seventh Army occupied the port city 
of Palermo and then swung toward 
Messina in the northeast. 

With air cover and support from 
the U.S. Twelfth Air Force, the U.S. 
Seventh and British Eighth Armies 
drove across the difficult mountain-
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ous terrain of Sidly to seize Messina 
on 17 August. In just 39 days, the 
entire island was overrun and the 
Sicilian campaign concluded. This 
resounding victory by the Allies 
caused the Italian government to 
break with the Axis and sue for 
peace. 

In order to maintain contact with 
the withdrawing enemy forces, 
troops of the British Eighth Army 
crossed the Straits of Messina to the 
mainland. Six days later, at 0330 
hours on 9 September, the major am­
phibious assault was launched on 
the Italian mainland over the beaches 
of Salerno by American and British 
troops of the U.S. Fifth Army. That 
same day,. a British fleet landed 
troops at Taranto to seize the major 
port there and divert some enemy 
reserves from the main Jan ding. Four 
days later, elements of two Panzer 
Corps mounted a powerful counter­
attack against Allied troops at 
Salerno threatening existence of the 
entire beachhead. After three days of 
bitter fighting, stubborn resistance 

by the Allied ground forces com­
bmed with artillery, naval gunfire 
and air support halted the enemy 
assault. Realizing that it could not 
dislodge the U.S. Fifth Army and 
fearful of not being in good defensive 
positions when the British Eighth 
Army arrived in the area from Mes· 
sina and Taranto, the enemy with­
drew to the north as the two Allied 

· armies joined forces at Vallo. With air 
support from the U.S. Twelfth Air 
Force, the U.S. Fifth Army seized 
Naples on 1 October as the British 
Eighth Army on its right captured 
the airfields near Foggia. A major 
Allied objective of the landings on 
the Italian mainland was thus 
accomplished, obtainment of air 
bases from which the U.S. Fifteenth 
Air Force could conduct strategic 
bombardment of Austria, the Bal­
kans and Gennany. Together with 
the U.S. Eighth Air Force operating 
from England, it carried out numer­
ous massive aerial attacks to destroy 
critical industrial targets and defeat 
the German Air Force. 

5 
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Continuing its advance north~ 
ward, the U.S. Fifth Anny crossed 
the Voltumo River in mid~October 
and attacked toward the Liri River 
Valley, which was considered the 
"gateway to Rome." Increasing re­
sistance by the enemy, adverse 
weather conditions and mountain­
ous terrain combined to slow the 
U.S. Fifth Army advance. In Novem­
ber and December, the U.S. Fifth 
Army fought its way across the 
rugged terrain in bitterly cold 
weather as on its right the British 
Eighth Army crossed the Sangro 
River. The two Allied armies con­
tinued the breaching of the enemy's 
Winter Line south of Cassino, reach­
ing the Garigliano and the Rapido 
Rivers in January 1944, where the 
advance ground to a halt at the 
strongly fortified Gustav Line. 

To brealc. the stalemate, an amphib~ 
ious operation was planned at 
Anzio, 40 miles south of Rome to out­
flank the Gustav Line and cut off the 
enemy from the rear. A U.S. Fifth 
Anny attack continued to meet stub­
born resistance in the heavily forti- . 
fied Cassino area and failed to breach 
the Gustav Line. However, it was 
successful in drawing enemy re­
serves away from the landing 
beaches. 

The amphibious landings on 22 
January 1944 by American and Brit­
ish troops of the VI Corps at Anzi.o 
came as a surprise to the enemy. He, 
nevertheless, reacted forcefully and 
within a few days had brought rein­
forcements from northern Italy, 
France, Germany and Yugoslavia. 
Three major counterattacks were 
hurled against the VI Corps beach­
head only to be stopped by a magnif­
icent ground defense supported by 
tanks, artillery, airplanes and naval 
gunfire. · 

The final assault on the weD-en­
trenched enemy at the Gustav Line 
began on 11 May 1944. An aggressive 

attack by French trooPs of the U.S. 
Fifth Anny successfully penetrated 
the Gustav Line in its area capturing 
Monte Majo causing the enemy to 
commit its last reserves there. Soon 
the Allies were penetrating all along 
the line. Two weeks later the VI 
Corps broke out of the beachhead, 
and on 4June 1944, the Allies entered 
Rome. For the first time since the 
landings at Salerno in September 
1943, the enemy was in full retreat. 

SITE 
The site, 77 acres in extent, lay in the 
zone of advance ofthe U.S. 3d Infan­
try· Division. A temporary wartime 
cemetery was established there on 24 
January 1944, two days after the U.S. 
VI Corps landing on the beaches of 
Anzio. 

After World Warn, when the tem­
porary cemeteries were disestab­
lished by the U.S. Army, the remains 
of American military Dead whose 
next-of-kin requested permanent in­
tennent overseas were moved to one 
of the fourteen permanent sites on 
foreign soil, usually the one which 
was closest to the temporary ceme­
tery. There they were reinterred by 
the American Graves Registration 
Service in the distinctive grave pat­
terns proposed by the cemetery's 
architect and approved by the Com­
mission. Design and construction of 
all structures and facilities at the 
permanent sites as well as the sculp­
ture, landscaping and other im­
provements were the responsibility 
of the Commission. 

Many of the Dead interred or 
commemorated here gave their lives 
in the liberation of Sicily (10 July to 17 
August 1943); in the landings in the 
Salerno area (9 September 1943) and 
in the subsequent heavy fighting 
northward; in the landings at and 
occupation of the Anzio beachhead 
(22January 1944toMay 1944); and in 
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the air and naval operations in these 
regions. . 

The permanent cemetery and 
memorial were completed in 1956. 

ARCHITECI'S 
Architects £or the cemetery and 
memorial were Gugler, Kimball &: 
Husted of New York City; the land· 
scape architect was Ralph Griswold 
of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

GENERAL LAYOUT 

The main entrance to the cemetery is 
on the west side of Via della Rimem­
branza,. 200 yards from the, north 
edge of the town ofNettuno. Entry is 
through ornate bronze gates sur­
mounted by the United States seal. 
The cemetery is generally trapezoidal 
in shape with the small end of the 
trapezoid near the entrance. Just in­
side the entrance on the right is the 
Visitors' Building and a limited 
number of parking spaces. Beyond 
the gate directly to the front is a large 
elliptical reflecting pool (82 yards by 
66 yards) with a stone cenotaph of 
bronze-colored travertine in the 
shape of a sarcophagus on a small 
island in its center. Several Italian 
cypress trees flank the cenotaph on 
either side. Extending from the re­
flecting pool through the graves area 
to the large memorial on the west is a 
wide grassy mall lined with ever­
green hoUy oak trees and a hedge of 
pittosporum tobira. The memorial 
consists of a chapel and museum 
connected by a peristyle and two 
gardens. American flags fly daily 
from flagpoles located on each side of 
the memorial. 

The service road which encircles 
the graves area proceeds from the 
entrance gate past the Visitors' Build­
ing and parking area on the right at 
which point it curves to the left par­
allel to the graves area. The service 
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area is located on the right ju8t past 
the curve. A little further on the right 
are the pumphouse and power sta­
tions. Here water from the Fosso dei 
Tinozzi is directed into open reser­
voirs from which it is pumped into 
the high pressure sprinkler system. 
Potable ~ater is drawn directly from 
city mains which pass the cemetery 
on the west. Along the outside of the 
service road to the rear of the memo­
rial stand cedars of Lebanon, .Mon­
terey cypress and oleanders. At the 
top of the hill, the road turns left 
passing additional parking spaces 
and the rear entrance to the memo­
rial. From the rear of the memorial, 
the road passes to the left around the 
west end of the graves area and 
returns to the entrance gate. Among 
the plantings beyond the road to the 
south of the graves area, Italian 
cypress, eucalyptus and oleanders 
predominate. 

THE MEMORIAL 

The memorial consists of a chapel, 
museum and connecting peristyle 
constructed largely of Roman traver­
tine quarried near Tivoli, a few miles 
east of Rome. 

Flanking the entrance to the peri­
style are two flagstaffs 80 feet high. 
The peristyle contains massive col­
umns of travertine and of Rosso 
Levanto marble from the vicinity of 
Rapallo, near Genoa. Prominently 
positioned in the peristyle on aped­
estal of bronze-colored travertine is 
the''Brothers-in-Arms" Sculpture by 
Paul Manship of New York, sym· 
bolizing an American soldier and 
sailor standing side by side with an 
arm around each other's shoulder. 
The sculpture of bronze was cast at 
the Battaglia Foundry in Milan. A 
single tall Roman pine tree shades it. 

On the east facade of the chapel is a 
sculptured panel in relief of white 
Carrara marble symbolizing "Re-
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membrance." It portra,ys an angel 
bestowing a laurel wreath upon the 
graves of those who gave their lives 
£or their Country. 

On the east facade of the museum 
is a panel symbolizing "Resurrec­
tion." It portrays a dead soldier beirlg 
bome to his reward by a guardian 
angel. Both panels were designed by 
Paul Manship and carved by Pietro 
Bibolotti of Pietrasanta. 

South of the memorial, adjacent to 
the chapel, is an irlformal garden 
lined on each side with connecting 
semi-circular planters containing 
beds of annual flowers. Panicled 
goldenrain trees and pink crepe 
myrtle border the. planters. At the far 
end of the garden is a bronze statue 
of the legendary Thracian poet and 
musician Orpheus circumscribed by 
an armillary sphere with a sun dial. 

North of the memorial, adjacent to 
the museum, is a more formal garden 
planted in rarterre arrangements 
with beds o polyantha roses, gera­
niums, white oleanders, purple bou­
gainvillea and other flowers. 

At the far end of the garden is a 
Baveno granite fountain consisting 
of a large semi-circular bowl on a 
wide pedestal. It was carved from a 
single piece of granite quarried near 
the north end of Lake Maggiore. Cas­
cades of water flow from the bowl 
into a low basin. 

CHAPEL 

On each side of the bronze door to 
the chapel (cast by the Marinelli 
Foundries of Florence) is the dedica­
tory inscription in English and Ital­
ian: 
1941-1945 1:r 1:r IN PROUD REMEM­
BRANCE OF THI! ACHIEVEMENTS OF HER 
SONS AND IN HUMBLElRJBUTE TO THEIR 
SACRIFlCES 1HIS MEMORIAL HAS BEEN 
ERECTED BY THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA. 

TO 94565709 

INTERIOR 
The chapel contains no windows. 
When light in addition to the artifi­
cial lighting is needed, two huge 
panels on the west wall, set in bronze 
and steel frames, can be swung open. 

The floor of the chapel is of Rosso 
Levanto marble; the pews are of 
walnut. 

The interior chapel walls of white 
Carrara marble are engraved with the 
name, rank, organization and State 
o£ entry into military service of 3,095 
Missing irl the region: 

United States Army and Army 
Air Forces1 ••••.•••.•.••.. 2,032 

United States Navy ......... 1,063 
These servicemen and women, 

who died in the service of their 
Country, were Missing in Action or 
were lost or buried at sea. They rep­
resent every State in the Union and 
the District of Columbia... . . 

Without confirmed information to 
the contrary, a War Department 

1 During World WarJI, the Air Forces were part 
of the United States Atmy. 

"Brotlters·in-Amul' St.ztue, 
Pmstyle of lhe Memorild 

... "., :·· ·~ . 
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Administrative Review Board estab­
lished the official date of death of 
those commemorated on the Tablets 
of the Missing as one year and a day 
from the date on which the individ­
ual was placed in Missing in action 
status. 

Over the Apse is engraved: 

HERE ARE RECORDED THE NAMES OF 
AMERICANS WHO GAVE 1HElR UVES IN 
TilE SERVICE OF THEIR COUNTRY AND 
WHO SLEEP IN UNKNOWN GRAVES. 

An Italian translation is engraved 
over the door. 

On the altar of golden Broccatello 
Siena marble is a triptych of Serra­
vezzo white marble from the Carrara 
region designed by Paul Manship. 
Carved in relief on the side panels of 
the triptyclt are angels holding palm 
branches. The left panel bears this 
quotation from the Eighth Psalm 
(3-5) with reference to the sculptured 
ceiling dome: 
WHEN I CONSIDER THY HEAVENS, THE 
WORKS OF THY FINGERS, THE MOON 
AND THE STARS, WHICH THOU HAST 
ORDAINED: WHAT IS MAN, THAT THOU 
ART MINDFUL OF HIM? AND THE SON OF 
MAN, THAT THOU VISITEST HIM? FOR 
TIIOU HAST MADE HIM A UTTLE LOWER 
THA.~THEANGELS, AND HAS CROWNED 
HIM WITH GLORY AND HONOR. 

The right panel bears this text from 
T. T. Higham's translation of ''The 
Greek Dead at Thermopylae" by 
Simoni des: 
NOBLY TilEY ENDED, HIGH THEIR DES­
TINAnON 1l 1l BENEAlH AN ALTAR LAID, 
NO MORE A TOMB, WHERE NONE WITH 
PITY COMES OR LAMENTATIONS BUT 
PRAISE AND MEMORY, A SPLENDOR OF 
OBLATION **WHO LEFT BEHIND A 
GEM-LIKE HERITAGE OF COURAGE AND 
RENOWN, A NAME THAT SHALL GO 
DOWN FROM AGE TO AGE. 

Can'ed in relief on the center 
panel, flying against a background of 
douds is the Archangel Michael 
sheathing his sword while four arch­
angels below him proclaim the Vic-

10 

tory. Beneath them is the universal 
prayer: "PEACE ON EARlH GOOD WILL 
AMONG MEN." 

On the reverse of the center panel 
is carved the Angel of Peace. A cross 
in metal filigree stands before the 
triptych on the altar. 

· Engraved on the left or east end of 
the altar is a cross; engraved on the 
right end are the Tablets of Moses. 

THE CEIUNG 

The ceiling dome sculpture, 22 feet in · 
diameter, was designed by Gugler, 
Kimball & Husted and executed by 
Paul Manship and by Bruno Bearzi of 
Florence. The medieval signs of the 
Zodiac in high-relief represent the 
constellations. The planets Mars, 
Jupiter and Saturn occupy the same 
relative positions that they occupied 
at 0200 hours on 22 January 1944, the· 
historic moment when the first 
American and British troops landed 
on the beaches of Anzio. The more 
important stars in each constellation 
are shown as points of light on the 
celestial dome. Inscribed around the 
base of the dome is this text: 

0 YE STARS OF HEAVEN BLESS YE THE 
LORD PRAISE HIM AND MAGNIFY HIM 
FOREVER. 

A brief explanation of the dome is 
cast into the bronze cover of the large 
switchbox just inside the door of the 
chapel. 

THE MUSEUM ROOM 

The museum room is entered 
through bronze gates cast by the 
Fonderia Marinelli, which also cast 
the ornamental light fixtures in the 
memorial. 

An octagonal table of brQpze-
. colored travertine, into which is set a · 
circular relief map ofltaly at 1:500,000 
scale, occupies the center of the 
room. The map is of bronze inset 
with marble mosaic tile in various 

I 
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shades of blue depicting the sea 
areas. It was fabricated by Bruno 
Bearzi from information supplied by 
the American Battle Monuments 
Commission and shows in general 
outline the American military opera· 
tions in Sicily and Italy during the 
period 1943-45. 

The maps on the east and west 
walls were designed by Carlo Ciam· 
paglia of Middle Valley, New Jersey 
and executed in true fresco by Leo. 
netto Tin tori of Florence. This proce· 
dure involves the mixing of pig­
ments with the plaster as it is applied 
to the wall. lhis disappearing art was 
used widely in the Middle Ages in 
the production of many murals 
which have lasted through the ensu­
ing centuries. 

On the west wall are three maps­
'"The Capture of Sicily," ''The Stra­
tegic Air Assaults" and "The 
Naples-Foggia Campaign." To aid in 
understanding them, the maps bear 
these inscriptions: 

mE CAPTURE OF SICILY 
ON 10 JULY 1943, UNDER COVER OF AIR 
AND NAVAL BOMBARDMENT, AMERICAN 
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AND BRITISH FORCES LANDED ON Tim 
SOUTH AND EAST SHORES OF SICILY. 

1. AIDED BY GUNFIRE OF Tim WEST­
ERN NAVAL TASK FORCE AND COVERED 
BY AIRCRAFT OF THE TWELFTH AIR 
FORCE, THE U.S. SEVENTH ARMY AO. 
VANCED RAPIDLY INLAND, REACHING 
THE CENTER Of THE ISLAND IN TEN 
DAYS.ON22JULYU.S.FORCESOCCUPIED 
PALERMO AND ITS PORT. 

2. FARTHER10THEEAST,THEBR111SH 
EIGHTH ARMY, ATIACKING NORTH­
WARD TOWARD MOUNT ETNA, EN­
COUNTERED STIFF RESISTANCE WHICH 
SLOWED ITS PROGRESS. THE U.S. 
SEVENTii ARMY, TO REUEVE THE PRES­
SURE, PROMPTLY FACED TO THE NORm­
EAST AND ADVANCED TOWARD 
MESSINA. 

3. ATTACKING NORTH AND SOUTH OF 
MOUNT ETNA. THE SEVENTH AND 
EIGHIH ARMIES DROVE FORWARD OVER 
TiiE DIFFICULT MOUNTAIN TERRAIN. IN 
ORDER TO OUTFLANK THE ENEMY 
DEFENSES THE ALLIES MADE SEVERAL 
AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULTS ALONG THE 
NORlliERN AND EASTERN COASTS. 

4. WITH THE OCCUPATION OF MES­
SINA ON 17 AUGUST THE CAMPAlCN 
ENDED. IN 39 DAYS THE ALUES HAD EX­
PELLED 1HE ENEMY FROM 1HE ISLAND. 
PRECIPITATING A POLmCAL DISASTER 
FOR THE AXIS. ON 8 SEPTEMBER THE 

....... -.··------:-~-.-':""'-.... :""~~-· .... _ .. 
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ITAUAN GOVERNMENT, RENOUNCING 
FASCIST GUIDANCE, ASKED FOR PEACB 
TERMS. 

1HE S'IRATEGIC AIR ASSAULTS 
MAJOR OBJE,CTIVES IN ITALY INCWDED 
THE AIR BASES IN THE NAPLES.FOGGIA 
.AREA 

1. FROM BASES IN THE NAPLES­
FOCGIA AREA THE U.S. FIFTEENTH AIR 
FORCE LAuNCHED fiS BOMBARDMENT 
OF AUSTRJA, THE BALKANS, AND GER­
MANY. IN COLLABORATION Wl1li THE 
DESERT AIR FORCE AND THE ALLIED AIR 
FLEETS ALREADY OPERATING FROM 
ENGLAND, OUR BOMBERS AND FIG HIERS 
ATTACKED INCESSANn.Y. THEIR OBJEC· 
'n\IES WERE THE DEFEAT OF THE GER· 
MAN AIR FORCE AND THE PROGRESSIVE 
DISLOCATION AND DESTRUcnON OF 
THE ENEMY'S MIUTARY AND ECONOMIC 
SYSTEMS. 

2. THE FIFTEENTH AIR FORCE AT­
TACKED AIRCRAFT FACTORIES IN REG­
ENSBURG AND BUDAPEST, OIL REiiiN­
ERIES AT PLOESTI AND BRASOV, ENEMY 
AIRFIELDS AND UNES OF COMMUNICA­
OON IN NORTHERN ITALY, AND TRANS. 
PORTA TION SYSTEMS CENTERING IN 
MUNICH, VIENNA AND BUDAPEST. ITS 
AIRCRAFT REACHED AS FAR AS BERLIN 
ITSELF. WHILE THE GROUND FORCES 

1'0 94565709 POlO 

ADVANCED NORTHWARD, THE BOMBER 
OFFENSIVE PURSUED WITH EVER­
INCREASING IN'I'l!NSITY THE DllSTRUC· 
'nON OF STRATEGIC MiliTARY AND IN­
DUS'llUAL TARGETS. 

THE NAPLE5-FOGGIA CAMPAIGN 

FOLLOWING THEIR VICTORY IN SICILY. 
THEALLIESNEXTUNDERTOOKTOENTI!R 
THE CONllNBNT OF EUROPE. 

1. THE ASSAULT ON lHE SALERNO 
BI!.ACHES WAS LAUNCHED ON 9 SEP­
TEMBER 1943. AT 0330 HOURS ALLIED 
TROOPS OF THE U.S. FIFTH ARMY 
LANDEDFROMSHIPSOFTHE NORTHERN 
AND SOUTHERN NAVAL ATTACK 
FORCES. OVERCOMING THE DEFENSES 
THEALIJESFOUGHTTHEIRWAYINLAND. 
AT VALLO THEY JOINED WITH THE BRIT­
ISH EIGHTH ARMY WHICH HAD CROSSED 
FROM SICILY ON 3 SEPTBMBER. 

2. WITH THE COOPERATION Of 
FIGHTERS AND BOMBERS OF THE 
TWELFTH AIR FORCE, THE FIFI'H ARMY 
MADE STEADY PROGRESS WHILE THE 
BRITISH EIGHTH ARMY ADVANCED ON 
ITS RIGHT. BY 1 OCTOBER NAPLES AND 
THE POGGIA AIRFIELDS HAD BEEN 
SEIZED. FIVE DAYS LATER THE FIFTH 
ARMY RI!.ACHED lHE VOLTURNO RIVER, 
WHICH IT CROSSED IN MID-OCTOBER 
AND ADVANCEDTOWARDTHE URI RIVER 

West Wall of !II~ M~ Room 
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VALLEY. IN NOVEMBER, MOUNTAINOUS 
TERRAIN, INCREASED RESISTANCE AND 
BAD WEATHER SLOWED THE ALLIED 
DRIVE. A HALT WAS CALLED ON 15 
NOVEMBER TO CONSOUDATE POSI­
TIONS. 

3. RESUMING ITS ATTACKS IN DECEM­
BER AND JANUARY, THE FifTH ARMY 
SLOWLY BATIERED ITS WAY THROUGH 
THE WINTER UNE. STRUGGLING FOR­
WARD AGAINST DETERMINED OPPOSI­
TION, ACROSS RUGGED TERRAIN IN BIT­
TERLY COLD WEATHER, OUR TROOPS 
EVENTUALLY REACHED THE GARI­
GLIANO AND RAPJDO RIVERS. HERE IN 
FRONT OF THE STRONGLY FORTIFIED 
GUSTAV LJNE THE ATTACK WAS 
STOPPED, TO BE RENEWED IN COORDI­
NATION WITH THE LANDINGS SOON TO 
BE MADE AT ANZIO. 

Beneath the maps are two sets of 
key maps, "The War Against Ger­
many" and "The War Against 
Japan." 

On the east wall is one large map, 
"The Landing at Anzio and the Cap­
ture of Rome." This map portrays the 
landings in the vicinity of Anzio 1 the 
establishment of the Anzio beach­
head, the subsequent fighting 
therein, and the final breach of the 
Gustav Line on 11 May 1944 by 
American and Allied forces who, 
advancing swiftly northward, joined 
hands with the troops who were 
breaking out of the beachhead to lib­
erate Rome on 4 June 1944. 

It is accompanied by the following 
explanatory text: 

1HE LANDING AT ANZIO AND 
1HE CA.J.7IURE OF ROME 

DELAYED IN 1HEIR ADVANCE TOWARD 
ROME AT THE GUSTAV UNE, THE ALLIES 
ATI'EMPTED TO OUIFLANK IT FROM THE 
SEAWARD SIDE. AT 0200 HOURS ON 22 
JANUARY 1944, AN ALUED AMPHIBIOUS 
TASK FO~CE LANDED THE U.S. VI CORPS 
AT ANZIO AND NETTUNO. 

1. THE AMERICAN AND BRITISH LAND­
INGS CAME AS A SURPRISE TO THE 
ENEMY WHOSE REACTION, NEVERTHE-
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LESS, WAS IMMEDIATE AND EFFECTIVE. 
REINFORCEMENTSRUSHEDTOTHEAREA 
FROM NORTHERN ITALY, FRANCE, 
YUGOSLAVIA AND GERMANY PROMPTLY 
HALTED THE ALLIED ADVANCE. DURING 
FEBRUARY, THE GERMANS HURLED 
THREE MAJOR COUNTERATTACKS 
AGAINST THE BEACHHEAD. THEY RE· 
GAINED SOME GROUND BUT THE ALUED 
TROOPS, WITHTHEAIDOFTHE1WBLFTH 
AIR FORCE AND CONCENTRATED NAVAL 

· SUPPORT, CLUNG TO THEIR PRECARIOUS 
FOOTHOLD DOMINATED BY THE GER­
MAN POSmONS ON THE ALBAN HILLS. 

2. IN THE SOUTH, THE FIFTH ARMY 
ATTACKED THE GUSTAV UNE ON 17 
JANUARY 1944. THIS ASSAULT. DE­
SIGNED TO ASSIST THE ANZJO-NETIUNO 
LANDINGS, MET WITH LITTI.E SUCCESS 
AGAINST THE FORMIDABLE DEFENSES OF 
THE CASSINO AREA. WELL EN­
TRENCHED, THE ENEMY WITHSTOOD 
HEAVY ARTILLERY FIRE AND THE As­
SAULTS OF THE TWELFTH AND FIF· 
TEENTH AIR FORCE. 

3. FROM MARCH TO MAY 1944 THE 
ALLIES MAINTAINED THEIR CONSTANT 
PRESSURE ON THE ENEMY WHILE BUILD­
ING UP THEIR STRENGTH FOR A NEW 
OFFENSIVE. ON 11 MAY, THE FIFI'H ARMY 
ATTACKED AND BREACHED THE GUSTAV 
LINE.lWO WEEKS LATER THE FORCES IN 
THE BEACHHEAD BROKE OUT AND 
JOINED '1HE ADVANCE. ON 4 JUNE, !HE 
ALLIES ENTERED ROME. 

GRAVES AREA 
The graves area contains ten grave 
plots lettered from "A" to "]" 1 five on 
each side of a central mall. Plots A, C, 
E, G and I are on the left (south) side 
of the mall and B, 0, F, H andJ on the 
right (north). Each grave plot is en­
closed by a pittosporu.m hedge; the 
paths of grass between the plots are 
lined with Roman pines. Here are 
interred 7,862 of our military Dead 
under 7,860 headstones arranged in 
gentle arcs which sweep across the 
broad green lawns. They represent 
35 percent of the burials which were 
originally made in Sicily and south~ 
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em Italy. Each grave is marked with a 
white marble headstone, a Star of 
David for those of the Jewish faith­
a latin cross for others. 0£ the graves, 
488 contain the remains of 490 Un­
knowns that could not be identified. 

These Dead, who gave their lives 
in their Country's service, came from 
all fifty states and the District of 
Columbia. A small number also came 
from Canada, England, Scotland, 
Eire, Finland, Sweden and Spain. In 
twenty-one instances, two brothers 
lie buried side by side. 

VISITORS'' BUILDING 

Just inside the entrance on the right 
is the Visitors' Building. It contains 
the superintendent's office, toilet 
facilities, and a comfortably fur· 
nished room where visitors may rest, 
obtain information, sign the register 
and pause to refresh themselves. 
Whenever the cemetery is open to 
the public, a staff member is on duty 
in the building to answer questions 
and to escort relatives to grave and 
memorialization sites. He is always 
happy to provide information on 

specific burial and memoriaJization 
locations in any of the Commission's 
cemeteries, accommodations in the 
vicinity, best means and routes of 

· b:avel, local history and other items 
that may be of interest. 

PLANTINGS 

The entrance road to the cemetery is 
lined with a neatly-trimmed hedge of 
pittosporum tobira. 

Just inside the cemetery gates, 
straight ahead is a large elliptical re­
flecting pool with a small island at its 
center. Several Italian cypress trees 
(cupressus sempervirens pyramidalis) 
and glossy abelia flank the stone 
cenotaph on the island. Water lilies 
float in the pool. Evergreen holly oak 
trees (qutrcus ilexJ and a hedge of 
pittosporum tobira line the wide 
grassy mall through the graves area 
from the reflecting pool to the memo­
rial. Each grave plot is enframed by a 
hedge of pittosporum tobira and the 
grassy paths between the plots are 
lined with Roman pines( pinus pint!a). 

&st W~:~ll of the Mu~eum Room 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 25, 1994 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: DONALD BA~D JEREMY ROSNER 

SUBJECT: William Jefferson Blythe 

We would like to talk with you about what, if any, mention 
you would like to make during the D-Day trip about your father, 
William Jefferson Blythe, and his military service. Given what we 
have determined about his service, the most appropriate place for 
a reference would be at the Nettuno American Cemetery. 

According to files at the National Personnel Records Center, 
he served in the u.s. Army from May 3, 1943 until December 7, 
1945. His rank was Technician Third Grade. He served with the 
3030th Company of the 125th Ordnance Base Auto Maintenance 
Battalion and also with the 3155th Company of the 605th Ordnance 
Base Auto Maintenance Battalion. We do not know exactly when he 
was in either company. 

Records from the U.S. Army Center for Military History show 
that the 3030th served in Egypt from October 31, 1942 until Apr:U 
29, 1944. Then, from June 25, 1944 until October 25, 1944, the 
company was in Caserta, Italy. (The time gap is probably due to 
troop movements between Egypt and Italy.) Meanwhile, the 3155th· 
served in Casablanca, Morocco and Oran, Algeria from February 19: 
1943 until early 1944 and in Bagnoli, Italy and Leghorn, Italy 
from early 1944 until June 30, 1946. 

Your father did serve in Italy at some point in 1944. Since 
we do not know exactly when he served with each of these 
companies or precisely where the 3030th was in May and June of 
1944, we cannot be sure where he was stationed on June 4, 1944 
(the day Rome was liberated) or on D~Day (June 6). But since both 
companies did serve in Italy, there is a possibility that men 
from the 3030th or 3155th are buried at Nettuno. (We are looking 
into that detail.) 

Given the generational themes you could express in these 
speeches, you might find it fitting to mention your father's 
service. He was awarded the European-African-Middle Eastern 
Campaign Medal, the Good conduct Medal and the World War II 
Victory Medal. If you have any information about his service or 
can suggest ways for us to close the gaps left by the records, 
please let us know. (Attached is a list of instances when you or 
your friends have talked about his military service.) We can talk 
in the next few days about your thoughts on this direction. 



Attachment 

cc: Mack McLarty 
Anthony Lake 
David Gergen 
George Stephanopoulos 
Mark Gearan 
Nan~y Soderberg 



Quotations on William Blythe's World War II Service 

" I was raised with the idea of my father's service in World War II." ABC News: This 
Week with David Brinkley, February 16, 1992 

"When, many years ago, my mother showed me his service citation from Word War II, I felt 
as proud as I've ever been." Newsday report on American Legion speech, August 26, 1992 

"What people don't understand about this guy is that he's rather pro-military. Virtually the 
only mementos he has of his father are his military decorations from World War n." 
Michael Mandelbaum, U.S. News & World Report, October 19, 1992 

"I was raised on all those World War II movies, the memory of my father's citation for 
service in the war. In my part of the country most of us grew up hoping that would be a big 
part of our lives." The Washington Post, October 25, 1992 
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MEMO fpr PRESIDENT CLINTON 
M~y24, J994 

Part 1; The :Anzlo Beachhead: the spirit of self·sacrific~: 

P02' 

For .ihos.e who scrvl'!d there, Anzio was .quite simply a never-torbe-forgotten 
'lwrror' .For. sheer misery;. for dRnger,,fot tlw ·u11c9rtainty· of whothoi' !:>ii'e would live or 
d,ie, Anzio had fewpeln's. What mnde Anzio difforont from other campaigns was the• 
~lo!>e ,proxihJity of every singkAllied s'oldier and sailor to the fighth1g;, '1'1:1¢ 'boa:qhhead< 
wa.s so f311l!i1Lthat 1ui rm~ in ii; was safe. · 

~l'he result WflS.· thfU;, the :fiver month AIHe4 campaign fought iiJ an<:i :!!lTO),lnc:l the · 
It~Jia:n sensid~· towns of Ailiio·'and N~ttuno, had•one otltstat'ldillg characteristic :that: 
dls.ti hg\J isju~d it from a.1~y other' h~ttle (q\lght by:t.h¢ \VQB~(lrn a}li~"~ dtJ.ting' the Secoi1d • 
World War: the senseoHlrtit.y and comradcshipbc~ween every ,_sol diet .. ~iJt:~ne -from 
front.-Une infantryinoll; io .rear nrea cook.~, stevedores) medicf;, quarLermastersJ truck 
drivers, mechi)t1ics, ar1d me fneti aboard ntiV.itl aild tnc:tchafl( ships offshore, snared 8 
cqmmond!ingerfro:tn LtJ.ftw.Mfe attacks.an~l (prhll.arily)t.he Gctrha.t'l gfiiis hidden hlthe· 
Albanlfil~(;! wh,ich,df.lilyrail~odJ;I~wndeadlyart.illery:shellsin~oth:e.A.n~io:bea,¢hh(iE1d·. 
'l'he hospttals were .repeatedly lut and doctors .and nursos wore krllad and woupdeg 
,eyen as. t.h,EW tended tne .wo\uidod alid tpe dying. T:he .. hospittil oren .b~came· known as 
nH.eWS. 1iE1lf Ar:,r.c" ~ml ont:~ .Q'ftf:ie gJ:"~nt mml.f.!S of,.t\:11?:10 ~E1S that. sold.t~.rs wer~ 'known 
to go AWOL from the hospfifiJ~ to. :re~utn to. tJ:te front, lines ,where it· .was actually 
considered "snfet11

• · • 

After a tjlpjcally hef.ivy Herrn.an f!heJHng, S/Sgt $idney G,illiam, the· amiable 
.mess sergeant·ofa J st Armor~d Divisfon iailk compai1y, got down on.nis' knees and in: 
a ;mor:k p~a~er intoncd.to th,~ .. s.~r above, ~God, .. help ·us .. You co1ne 'yourself, Hoh't.send 
Jesus; th.tstsno place for GJu1tlren,'! . . 

MajQr Gonoral Rrnesi N. Harmon, one. of Ute U:S. Army's most outstanding 
battlefield conm1andcrs1 and the commanding gpnc'ral oft.hc 1st Arinoted D.ivisioti ~Old 
Jronsioes".a.tAnzio,.hassaid: , ··· 

"ll is :fr'lte ·that an of:u~ were jn the snme boakwe were· 1Jiere, to: 
swy or c:He. .. . . i have m~v~r~ :seeh any:thfug'like it iil. the iwo. 
world Wars .of 'mY c:>..-pc:r:tcrttc, There was a f. Anzto. a ·conndc:nc~· 
~n untty, an unselfish wJlUpgr:ws~ ~{TIQp;g troopf:' to help :one 
another •.. that I iiever saw ,aga:iil." · · 

~l'he c~t!zcn:s of Nett~ no are ~xt.J~aJpely_ sensitive t:9 tl~e fl\C~ ~~~~~he c~~paign is. alW~yi{ 
referred to as Anzro, and, Ncttuno 1s snldom 1f ever mentlonad,, •'Ihcy behcve. the 
ctnnpaign ot1ght to have be.cti rcfc:rtcd to a~ Anzio•Netkuho. B~fore 'my book Jt'a,tal' 
De·c· isiori Y-?_&5 .. pu.l:>lish~.'.d,l~a~ nsked. by an ~tolillnjpurnnlist, who:n]sQ ,!s· the ~ur~~?r o. f 
the Memol"IaLMuscum, tomcludc NcUuno m thctltlc . .Itwo:uld bo.adv1sabte to smgle 
.out Nett\lno lJl nny referem~es or simply .Co use the terrrt Anzio~Net:tuno; 

Tales Ofheroi11an 1111d exa!nples ofwhy.An~io wns sl) u.Jwsua:l abou.nd' Ono -ofthe 
,n1oSt; p:oignan·t is t.hi15 on~: 
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Memo for Pre.~id~nt.Clinton: 

Pa:geZ: 

. ·Sbor.Hy before ~l~d~ on t:l1e aft.ernopn of February ·7, 1944, the pilot of a 
Luftwaffe fighter ntt.empting to ovaciP. nn AJlied :plane jettisoned its . five anti­
pe)"~.()llne}.}~PP1hs ne~r .. the ·towh·. of A11zio .. ·All. fi~,~·;l?omp~;.f~ll~:·Qn the''•dJ.s ..... 95th ..... 

\\~!!~~,~J~J~.il~t~[g~r~~~~f~h~~~!~.~~~~;;2a2r;d"~~~~~W~e!,t3.· 
Robert MulrP.ahey was visfting' his wounded brother gugene in ·one pf the 

recovery t~nts. "Wh.en the b<>mps fell;" :the offi.cial r,eport lnter stated, "Pvt. Robert 
MulrP...aney covered the body of his wounded broth$r nnd Wa's k!ll~d byJr}igmQhtation." 
''l'ha:riks to his.brothaJ~~s.sem!H1t~rifice, Eugene survived withoutinjury. · 

. Jl'jn~JJy,, ~Jlf:lJleCd,(Jt9 ofpos~?jl:J]c Jntere['lt c~mt::('!Tning a' previoUS ceremony a:t:;tbe 
N ettuno. cemetery: 

. Qn Menwrial Uay, 1!945; tho main. spca'kcr at. tho ctn:c'lno11)': 'WE!~' ~i~titC31lEinf 
·'Geh~rel.Luci~nK.''l)·uscott,thoofficerw-ho hl'!c1.comnlandedt}J~;'l1,i§l!':)WCOrp~i\Vpel}~tne· 
Anzio .. beachhead• commander, Major GeneralJohh 1~ Lucas: was'repJaccd . .ip Febru~ry 
l94~( ill'ld had .ende~lthc War cpminaili::lingt.hc u:s, Fifth Army; · · 

.As fan'l.ed Gl cartoonist Bil1 Mauldin latnr wrote, ~l f1Jn a]]ergic to Veterans 
Days and Atmisti'c~··DaysEJ.~d~ thc_li~e,..kqgk:T~H~~oth~~~~§Olf10body•sppcial;'': Thcrcw~ro 
ih.en about 20,000 V.S. •grH'Jes vs;.tJieq>I'~~'~,u,t..~7;1~62.;;!i'he cemetery was filled w1th 
visitors, VIPs (including scvoral American seilatoh~) aJ'!d a military honoi' guard. As 
Mauldin: related,. t:his t~remonywas very different indeed: 

When 'l'ruscott $'p.(iket he t:ttnie.d :away fr()lt1 the Visitors and 
.aQ.dr~~sed hlll1Sf:}f to tbf, eon)ses he· had 'COll'llll~n.ded tbere. It was 
the most mewing gest:1.1re] ever .saw, Itc4111.~ from.a hard~boiled old 
:inan .. who was 1ncapabl~: of planned ciJ'a!Ilattcs. 1'1.1~ genera.J'~i 
remarks. were brtef and extemporaneotis. He apologized :to. the .dead 
111en for thcirprc::scncc here; .. 

He. •said he hoped ~JlYl)orty h~rc t)1roug}l. C111Y mtst:c~~~ qf }.Its 
would forgi~ hiin, bu:t he r:eal:izedthat was asktilg a hell oLa lot 
unq~r .the cirCltJltS~at)c~es. on~ of th~ Se,nat~r$, (ltgars went ou~: h~ 
bentovcr to J'd1glJ1: tt. th9n tl1ought l?etter of, H. 

Truscott said he would not speak of,the glorious dead because 
:he .didn't see much glory 1n getUn:g, killed 1n your lat.e teens or 
.early twenties. J:Jc prpmJscd th(lt jf 1n the' future he. ran •into 
anybody. especially old ri1en,. who thought death in battlt; was 
glorious; he·wo:uld straighten: .thcril O\lt. Jfe said he tliought it ·was 
the-least he,could do. ·· · ·· 

(SotH'<":~ o( all qu(lks.l$ Carlo D'Este, Fatal DeciSion: ·~ruizio· anct' the Battle Jor 
,Roin<,\", INewYorl~: Hil,i]5Ci' Pcjcl1Ii1<il. {992) 
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of the Tiber and the word went out to a waiting America; for the first time 
since the landings at Salerno in September of 1943, the enemy was in full 
retreat. 
It was the beginning of the end, and two days later a new front opened with 
D-Day, the Normandy landing. The fight to liberate Italy was as fierce and 
heroic 'as any seen in the war. The dangers to each adversary -- the danger was 
such that the outcome of the war itself seemed to hang at that moment on the 
valor and the vigor of each man who struggled near the water's edge. 
One such soldier was Sergeant Sylvester Antelok(?), an Ohio farm boy, the 
youngest son of Polish immigrants. On a drizzly morning some 45 years ago this 
week, he led staff Sergeant Audie Murphy and others in a bold charge through the 
rain and the ruin near Chestierna(?). One man against a machine gun nest that 
blocked the road to .Rome. And three times he was cut down by fire. Three times 
he got back up, tucking his gun under his shattered arm, and by the time he'd 
disabled the gunners, 10 enemy soldiers surrendered to this man whom their 
bullets could not stop. 

_ sergeant Antelok (?) fell near Chestierna ·c?) that same day. He rests here 
beneath the pines of Nettuno with nearly 8,000 soldiers. His grave, one of 
two marked with our Congressional Medal of Honor. Joined by the names of 
another 3,000 missing, etched in the white marble of the chapel, they come from 
every American state. From Texas to Maine, Alaska to Florida, New York to 
California, and these white crosses and stars of David ring the world across the 
battlefields of Europe and the jungles of Asia, the deserts of North A.frica and 
the hillsides of our homeland in silent tribute to America's battles for freedom 
in this century. 
It was with the.memory of the sacrifices of the American, British and French 
soldiers who fell during the campaign to liberate Italy, and the sacrifices of 
millions of other Europeans and Americans in the cause of freedom, fresh in mind 
that NATO was created after the war. As I reflect on this scene, and anticipate 
the dynamic and forward looking Europe of the 1990's, I think of generations of 
young people on both sides of the Atlantic who have grown up in peace and 
prosperity, with no experience in'the horror and destruction of war, it might be 
difficult for them to understand why we need to keep a strong military deterrent 
to prevent war and to preserve freedom and democracy. The answer is here among 
the quiet of the graves. 
The cost of maintaining freedom is brought home to us all when tragedy strikes 
as it did last month aboard the USS Iowa. The loss of those fine sailors, the 
tears of their families and the loved ones remind all of us of the risk and 
sacrifice in human terms that security sometimes demands. And let me add how 
impresssed I was with the many expressions of sympathy that I received from 
leaders around the world and particularly by the eloquent words of Italy's 
distinguished president, President Cossiga, as he shared the sorrow of our loss. 
Sergeant Antelok (?) also understood the cost of freedom. Today in his home 
town of st. Clairsville, Ohio, population 6,.000, the townspeople will gather by 
the local courthouse to dedicate a white granite memorial to· the county's Medal 
of Honor winners. George and stanley Antelok will be th~re to remember their 
brother, their here;>, and ours. 
It's the kind of scene that wi~l be repeated today and tomorrow in parks and 
churchyards all across America. A bit north of Mark Twain's Hannibal, just up 
the Mississippi from that steamboat race t mentioned, li~s the town of Quincy,. 
Illinois. When World War II came Quincy offered;up her sons in service, three 
brothers; Donald, Preston, and William Kaspivik (?) joined the Army Air Corps, 
and their story is a common one and yet uncommon in the way of all those who 
answered the call .to serve. 
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Part IT:. !2:Pa~: ... arul tht~ contributions. ofthe. F'i:ei1ch. 
(Gttill~ltune Mcrc:adcr and the gun:~ •of th¢ Pofnte•du;Hqc) 

The cohtr1bution of the :~~rench Rcs]stanccis solQ.pm r~cogJ1j~ed<l>Y Am!:![icaps in the. 
Unlted States .. ®v:en those who fought on D•I])ay :were unaware of whnl they owed >t.6 
their F'renchcon1rades, as t.hcfollo:Wing. story i11ustrates: 

· ...... On~ oJ: r~I~?~nhowQr); gr~vest concerns was a German coasLalbatter-yof :she ·155~ 
mt'll gi1ns th!l.t .Allied i fit¢lligebcc: had li?.c!'ltccl ·:i.tt)p th~ Pi:linte:du• HQ<'J'i With .a ra.n:ge of! 
tw~lv~m iles,.t[lese gqns'h.ad th~ potenti}llto t5rtg}1\fbot}.1 0J11B.h~ "8~!!¢ll ·a.11fi Uta,h Bli)ach 
with c:leiltllY: Jiro; Allied: con s~em~t.Jon ran .. ~9 dee,p tha.t n.tl. important part ;of the: 
·.Ove:rlord hm .. ding pl~n was an a~sat.t!t. o. F t~~,-cliff~ .. ofth~ .... P.· oint. e;;du"HO'c by J;t.Col. 
.James.Ruddet's 2d Rl1nger Battalion tO elmnn:atetno.gun·battoey: . 

G\liUa:umeM¢t<,:ader, c;:hief of the.Bayeux Resi!)tqnee, had ·pe~n a pr.ofes~fon~l 
cy.· clis.t.ptiorto.th~···Ger·t·na·n ... Oec···l·t·P ... a.ti·o·I·l ofFr.a11ce·.·1 a. n~·P·····o·s·s···e··s····s· ed. ···a····.p····re .. c.io····u·····s· p. e.nn .. 1.·t.th·a····t g~.;anted . h1m access ti.1 th~. Forb1dden Zone tne G.er1l!~ns hf;ld crea.ted. ~l9ng ;t}1e 
Normandy coast., {Tho attached Newsweek a:r:ticlo explains how he concealed his\triie; 
... ui;·C,se uJ1deJ" the .. uise. otWliiiin· ,)Metcnderdailyrisked.hisUfe.to tecqnliqitt:lf the 
~'\n~Eil:1d¢tl ~9Ji~: l.g ieat1} E\hout. ~n~x~ap ~he '(}ei'iTtf;ln q¢fens~s, ~~CJ to report German: 
naval a(!tl y1ty. In the ·spr1ng of 1~44 h1s pnmary{oe.u~ wa.s,the :Pomte.-(Ju-Hoc: 

. Shorp~ b~for~ D~l)~y. 15y. din:t. <>f great. persormlcournge, M~rcader discovered 
that the Pointe-dti.~Hoc l)n. t.. te. • ..• ry _ha.di!lP.x·p·"·H~ahly .. beeh ... m .. o ... v.e···d.,.·; n. lan·d·,·:·a.J.1d. ··:···~b. an··d··· o·u.·~ .. d .... ; and thus would not,mcnacc,thc mvaswn force, An urgen:t•message sent to London by 
the Resist.e.nce in ¢arly J'tm~ .. t1PPar.entl.Y. wa~:> lJ()si in, the lJ!Jreaucr~cy ·of SOE,: or 
Sij.,A.E:.f. Qn D-Day ;the Allies fully expected to encounter fire from;thcso J:tlu'ls.; 

lri Sept.~tnb~rl9fH, hvM ~he eac:o:rt;:for a conJiJ)gentoftwenty sen:1or U.S: Army 
general~ fr.om I]:$. AnJ)y1 EllrQpe, who were ~:m ~ tour of~l;le Normandy b~ttJefj~J~s. ,On 
thc:gf1y()f~1)cirarr1vaJ there Wf.iS a ceremony with the l.iord Mayor of Baycti:l( Hi• the 
town halLAtrlOng those present were Dr. Jcan~l'ierreBenamou, (th~ curator· of the 
BayeUx wat ri\\1seuri1, <al'ld anexper.t on the Notrrtnnt]y ~ampai~n), anc:] 'G1lill6.l.lme 
Morcadcr, who.was present. as, nn honorcc:l ,guest cQf tho Lord M~!.iYOr. :A~th)g ·1:1"' 
tran$J~oor,JJ.r. Herwmo~tJntrodve~cl me,flpd three ofth~;: geperaJs to Merc:ader,.ahdthon 
re.countedhowhe'h~d discovered the secret ofthe gufis.ofthe Poinw,~c:l_u,;flp(f.; 

• . 'l'h¢:gl)f1trr~lswcrc all. Ra.ng(n·•trainpc,l, §tui .(}Jg t?cnior of{)ccr y.'{:i:s so it'Qpressed 
that.h~'deci<J~.dr.~li~thc•sp()t Mprcader w·o\1ldboho11orcg inth~ tJ,S.,Ar;my Rang~r'Hall 
of Faml~ Jl t. Fort Br~gg, :NC,J:i· yery spe(;~~~ 4is,tin<:tiotl. 'from a tight .. knit: frateri.iity thaL 
rars1y embrl\wes out$iclen~, Gne of the .other ,genernJs wore nn expensive silv.er R.al}ger 
.pin int.he lapel ofhis suit.Abruptl~ he roi1fC)'V¢d th~ pin an.d f~stcn.ecLit i.R M~r~f;lder's 
l~:~;pel. i~l !ln. itnprolppLu 'ccrcmo.ny. T}lc au r.a ()fcli~nity about this gallatlt; Frol.ich~nal'l, 
and the. pr1do m h1s :faco .ni \lHs unexpect~d :nccglad~ can no~ ad.eqy,ately. QQ de::umb~d,, 
but. ·it must have -ii1irrorcd tho o.ccasicm when Charl(!s de Gaulle honor~cl hitn, :for: ;his 
sorvice to Etance,J·t: Wlfs tHently orH3. of '.the proudesLmQments~ of 1\f.en:ac;l~rts:Jif~ .. 'Ph~· 
()(;l!.!lf!t<m mqy,~q J~~(;i !lc~rJy tq te,a;rs .. Aft{l.:rwardsi a collcagi.te asked; the ;general why he· 
had Jl,lst g)vt;!n ~Wf:ly one of. his prized Possessions. 

':J'he genert1l roplietlsimply: "Uor~t1st:1 hc,Gfcse:rves itn;i.Qre th~.n lgo:11 
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. U was. im ·unscripted, poign~nt, unforgett~blc·momcnt, an¢ J waf) t,leeply rnovod 
to ha.ve: witnessed it.My n1ciilories Of.thirhnitlefield tour wil1 fade· with tim~, hu...t tn.Y 
recall of ,th(! hl'ief ceremony to honor an heroic Frehchmah is migraved forever. (Extt'!lci 
fT9iirNC:Ii.lsw¢e1~, .J~I1o ll, 1~84 riHache<:):) 

:On :D~JJay, :J<"rance w.ns entering nw l;4$3d. •day ·gf German Occ\;lpati()ll . .l 
s,tro))gly tecormnend the .Fi·ci1ch contrihriiiohs be given special recognition. The French 
·I~$istanc¢'w~s·cxtrci1lt:!ly ~cth•e'in the Cllen~BayetJX regiOn ofNorll1Ar1dy; and their 
cotitributions significant, for whi~h t~hcy pajd a. tc:m•jble nrice. 'l'he Ree;is.t.~:~ncc wa.s 
vigorously·hun.t.ed by the Gormaps and ri sigl1ificant number woro· evon~:ually caught, 
tortured,.irnprisoneJ tmdkillcd. , 

A.fterthe war. SUAEF chf~f Q( sta,f£, Gen.eretl Wal tor B~d.9ll Smith wrote··~ ihe 
}4~r.eneh Minister oflnforma,t.ion: "Without tihe: networks•of the }"'rcnch Rosistimce, the 
invasioii wotlld iiot have been possible.·• Risenhower later said' t.he work of the 
Resistance was worth fifteen Allied dhdsions; 

lbelieve. the .50th :H.hriivcrsary :is • the 'fihing ficcasion tc. p:ay tri~utA tQ M~rcad('!r 
andth¢ ot}:iq:r })rave. men f!n¢1 ,vomen' of the French Resi!>tance, })y. public.ly recogt'lizing 
t.hedebtowedthcmhy theAllics;.and in particular byth<'llh)itec;l:States of Ameri.~a. · · 

Part III: The sacrtfice on ·o.-'bayfor an Allied cause: 

b ~Day and the: Normfipdy campaigil wa.~ ·tqc greatest battle of W'o:dd War Tl,. 
and tho greatest. example of Allied co"operotion. Every one of t.he· soldiers,. sailors, 
airmen, and dviliai)s 'who gave their lives did so for a truly Allied cause; Froin tho 

~~~r:~~~~·. tt0~~~t!Affi~~~~Tii;;~i~1be~1f~~;:p~~~fl:.ct~e·•f~if~tt~nWiii~\ frfni:f~{1~ 
l.lnt:lertakingirl military hjstqry{ha~if:1 worthy o.fenu~h~sis. . 

Americflns, ))ritj~l'J. C~rw.dians, Free Polish; Free French, and 'Belgians mado 
Normandy succeed in an uT,lprecodcntcd ii'ltcrr,:atioilal yontur:c. On D-Day almost 
nothing W.ent right, tl~ exet11Plifi.~d by'bloody Om~ha B~ach .. Moreov~r. ,inmoriani a~ i.t 
wl\s, D-D~y was onJy the v1tal first st.cpto\Vard hbcratmg France and. ending the war. 
The battle ofNormFmdy lnfited fnr )(hlger ihnii expected .. J.t. LQok>efghty-days to defeat 
·the German arniy an<;l i'cach l}lc Seine. A:lcmg the ·way; there were serious 
disagreenietits. ~irn<ing the· senior Allied ·~ommanders o:yer .stra~gy; Yet; ~in the end, it 
was Allied paiienc;e n.ud I>ersey¢t:~mc!?- that ·~on. tlie day on June 6; 194A, and the 
.,Normandy campairo1, 

., .. Thai, 1llore S(dh,anweapons or .military techn()lQgy,Js wha~! will Qe required iJ1 
the finfilyears 9ft]Jc 20th century il1 a. world besot by smaller, brushfire: wars and 
conflicts: ]twas that l~O~l.non purpose: .the spirit and ~r'ii shown ~>n D-f>.ay,, and in the 
N ... ~rma. tid·y· c.a. rnJ).a:ign wh1c·h. hEl.~ penn. Jtted.qero:o .. c·.·r.ucle$ to surv·J··ve. 'l'h. ts 1s ·.whnt .'ve 
celebrate on ~lu:nw6, 1994, and :wlJ~t we as ~n~tlOn!nl]s.t never forget~ Alls~ne met~ 
and wpm en deplore :war,'but (sE.ldly) WEir has. hist.orica1lyl>een o;z1e of.om 'iriheiiitances .as 
o.world power. . .. 

In 1941:) a .gteatAmeti~;nr); Genernl o~()rg~·C. iMarshaU, WrQt;e ~l(>qu~ntly, :Bmi 
proph~tict\lly: ·· ·· · · · ··· · ·· 
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M,a•::!, 26.1994. 12:56 PM 

;'We have· trit~d s1nee the birth· of ou:r .1'1at1on to prQI;1Qte .. <>L1r love ·of 
pea<:~· by a :(Usplay ofweakncss. This cours,r. b,as .fa1)ed tts utter:ly.••· 

.(1945 report t.o 'tha War I)e~r~ni~i)t,) 

P06 

.The spiriiandspcrifjt:c ()f,J)~Day h(ls hec~ulc ~m ifldeliole partof.our national horil~~e, 
Our ·S1'¢~t debt to Jhosc who answered th~ can js unquestioned. With the atto11ticm of 
thtlwor]d (Q~~lseg ~:>.n No:rmf1n9yinJ'll no 1994, lbelie:vethis is an Ot!Cils.ion..t.o affin.n that: 
Lhe:sac:rificc ofthos~ ·wlw fought th~· bat:tle~· iji1Cl •campaigns of the lll,9St devasUJtjng, 
war ih the hist()rY .gf otlr xtat1o:rt<I~nd .ofrn~mki:q;tJ.) :will never gq uifromaJn'bored h1 the• 
futute;.aftot~they are gone.Ifiso,{h~ d~i).~'19'0\1J' W9d4War llgenerstton will have be.ert· 
paid inft.HL . . . 

Respectfu Qy, 

~~~ .. ·.c# 
Carlo W. D'Este 
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· ,23. The Collapse and 
Invasion of Italy 

IN THE. SUMMER OF 1943 two muddied currents merged in the 

;:: 

. Mediterranean. The first was the'Allied strategic problem of where 
to go and what to do now that the North African campaign was 
ending. The second was the Italian political problem of how to 
get out of an increasingly pointless war. 

The Allies at Casablanca had decided on the taking of the 
island of Sicily, as a means of utilizingtheir strength in the theater, 
and of easing their shipping problems. In spite of the American 
desire for an invasion of the Continent, they accepted the British 
contention that Sicily was a valuable objective; they were also 
susceptible to the point that it was better to use troops in the Med­
iterranean to some advantage, than to withdraw them and have 
them cooling their heels in Britain through late 1943 and into 
1944, waiting for the invasion. In this they were conscious of the 
immense battles being fought in Russia, and they believed rightly 
that the Russians would resent the downgrading of the one area 
where there actually was contact between Western Allied and Axis 
ground forces. For a variety of reasons then, most 'of whiCh made 
good sense at the time, the Combined Chiefs of Staff agreed on 
Sicily as the next campaign. They did not, as they began staff 

. planning for the invasion, consider going on to invade the Italian 
mainland. . 

Yet Italy was ripe for invasion and for collapse, because the 
Italians and their Fascist regime were reeling on the ropes. The 
war had turned increasingly sour for them and they had long since· 
lost any real interest in it. Mussolini was bankrupt politically, with 
little support among his own administration, and regarded every-· 
where as a mere puppet whose stri"':' were pulled by Hitler. Mus­
solini himself recognized this, much as he hated it, and fought 
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against it whenever h~ could, ~hich was not often. More and more 
the Germans took over direction . of the Italian war effort. II Duce 
was bullied into sending Italian troops off to fight the Communist 
menace in Russia; Italians were used extensively· on anti-guerrilla 
operations in the Balkans. Everywhere they were regarded .and 

. treated· as second~class citizens of the Axis alliance, and they re­
sponded by being overtly unhappy and performing po()rlY, They 
·were in· exactly the situation of tlie troops of the Kingdom of Italy 
in the Napoleonic Empire, and though many units and individuals 
fought bravely, as a people their hearts were not in: Hitler's war-
if they ever had been. · 

Hitler's. response to Italian dissatisfaction and grumbling wa5 . 
to send more Gerlnan troops south. When Mussolini wrote of the 

. threat of Allied invasion and asked ·for· the return· of his troops 
fighting in Russia, Hitler sent Germans instead. There were IJ.Ot too 
many of them, but· they formed part of the mobile garrison of 
Sicily, and they were scattered at key points throughout the Italian 
Peninsuia as well. Field Marshal Kesselring,. "S.miling Albert" as 
the Allied troops called hi7p., was the German commander for the 
Mediterranean. Fortunately for German-Italian relations, Kessel- · 
ring was something of an Halophile, which was rather rare in Ger­
man military circles, and he and the Italian Comando Supremo 
managed to get along in what otherwise might have been ·a very 
awkward situation. As the possibility of an Allied invasion neared,· 
Hitler ordered Erwin Rommel, back . from Africa and sick leave, 
to command a shadow army group in the Alps, to be activated in 
the event of a landing. Unlike Kesselring, Hitler was aware of the 
possibility of Italian defection. He did not think that iri such an 

·event the Germans could hold the entire peninsula, but he issued 
orders that the German forces were to fall back and hold the 
shoulder of the northern Apennines, keeping the Allies out of the 
Po· Valley. 

Musing on his allies, Hitler once remarked disgustedly, "The 
. Italians never lose a war; no matter what happens, they always end 
up on the winning side." By 1943 the Italians, or many of them .. 
in high places, recognized that they were on the .losing side and 

- that it was time t~ get off it. To do so, they had to achieve two 
things: they had to get rid of Mussolini and they had to get Allied 
help to protect them from the German reaction. The spur that 
forced them to deal with the first of these was the invasion of Sicily. 

On July 10 the greatest armada of the war, more than 3,000 
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ships, dropped anchor qff the beaches of southern Sicily. Nearly 
half a million Allied soldiers made. up the invasion force, larger 
·than would be put into the early stages of the Normandy landings. 
Overall command went to General Eisenhower, as the Mediter­
ranean theater chief. Under him General Sir· Harold Alexander 
led 15th Army Group made up of two armies, the British 8th com­
manded by the desert victor, Montgomery, and the American 7th, 
under General George S. Patton, who had commanded the Casa­
blanca landings and had then moved into still greater prominence· 
during the Tunisian campaign. 

Sicily was garrisoned by about 350,000 Axis soldiers, under 
General Alfred Guzzoni; many of these were local coastal reserve 
forces, who did not care for their German allies. The main strength 

. of the. defense was six mobile divisions, two of them· German. As 
always, for an Axis faced with the superior enemy mobility con­
ferred by sea power, the problem was whether they sh<mld try to 
hold all the possible landing sites, whiCh was. beyond their strength, 
·or whether they should concentrate iri some central position, then 
react when the Allied moves were revealed. In that case they would .. 
be hindered by Allied air superiority. The dilemma was essentially 
insoluble, and in Sicily, in Italy, and in Normandy the Germans 
were bothered by it. . · 

· In Sicily they concentrated inland, hoping. to move and. seal 
. off the beaches as rapidly as possible. The landings the~efore went 
relatively smoothly, encountering light opposition from the Italian 
coastal defenders. The weather was bad, with heavy seas running, 
and the invasion took the Axis by surprise. The most difficult part 
of the operation was a series of. airborne drops. On the night of 
the initial landing, American paratroopers and British glider-borne 
infantry were scattered all over southern Sicily by high winds and 
the inexperience of their pilots. On subsequent ·nights, the 11th 
and the 13th, large numbers of Allied airborne troops were shot 
down by the Allied ships, as the transport planes flew over the 
invasion fleet to their drop zones. The Italians and Germans had 
been· mounting fairly heavy but ineffectual hit-and-run bombing 
attacks against the shipping, and the gunners shot at anything that 
flew. 

· In spite of these setbacks the airborne troops secured some 
major bottlenecks on the approach roads to the beaches, and their 
very dispersion over the countryside helped to dislocate the enemy 
response. The crisis of the landing came on the 11th when the 
Germans mounted heavy annored counterattacks in the American 
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sector, ·but they were beaten off, and within the next couple of days, . 
the Allies had a secure beachhead. · · · 

The campaign then developed into a race between the Amer­
icans and the British. The latter, on t,he right, had been assigned 
the. major role of advancing· northward across the Catania plain, 
forcing their way past the .great volcanic m<l;SS of Mount Etna and . 
taking Messina, the key poi.ilt from which the enemy would either 
resupply Sicily or escape across. the Straits to the mainland. The 
Americans, with whose performance in Tunisia General Alexander 
had not been impressed, were assigned the subordinate role of 
clearing the western part of the island and protecting the British · 
fta~. · · 

But the British stalled in the Catania plain, meeting the heav~ . 
iest enemy resistance so far. Guzzoni knew the vital ·importance 
of Messina as well a.S the Allies did and he was determined to bar 
the direct route as long as he could. The Allies therefore began 
to sideslip to the west, and first the Canadians, on the British flank 
in the center of the island, then Patton's troops on their left, began 
to pick up momentum. Within two weeks of the landing, the Allies 
controlled the southwestern two thirds of Sicily, and the Axis were 
being pushed back into the northeast corner.· At the end of July, 
the Italians decided they would' have to evacuate the island, and 
the German commander, General Hube, as Kesselring's deputy, 
agreed that he must go too. 

Montgomery's troops at last thrust their way past Catania and 
worked around the slopes of Mount Etna. Patton's, aided by sev­
eral short amphibious leaps, drove along the northern shore. None.­
theless, in spite of Allied pressure, the Axis managed to evacuate 
their. troops pretty well on schedule. The Straits of Messina are 
only about three miles wide; the Germans lined them on both sides 
with heavy concentrations of anti-aircraft guns; and. ferried their 
troops over even in daylight, largely unmolested by· Allied aircraft. 
On August 17 the British and Americans entered Messina to. find 
the enemy had gone; more than 100,000 troops with 10,000 ve-
hicles had safely gotten away. · 

There were rewards to the Allies. Allied casualties of about 
16,500, compared with 164,000 on the Axis side; most of those 
were surrendering Italians, but they caught, killed, or wounded 
about 32,000 Germans. They now had Sicily, and the central Med­
iterranean was clear for shipping. Probably most important were 
the side effects: the taking of. Sicily brought Mussolini tumbling 
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down; and it le~ the Allies into a ·long, weary campaign on the 
Italian mainland. 

American troops had entered the major city of western Sicily, 
Palermo, on July 22. By then the town was a wreck, after heavy · 
bombing by Allied aircraft. The fall of Palermo spurred the Italian 
leaders to desperation: they had to get rid of -Mussolini and they 
had to do it. fast. Their absolutely overriding desire was to avoid 
fighting in Italy. At whatever cost, they wished to spare their cou~­
try from becoming a battleground; they had no wish now to pay for 
Mussolini's mistake in 1940 when he blithely assumed that Britain 
like France, was finished, and leaped in to gain a share of the spoil~ . 
at the last moment. 

Getting rid of 11 Duce turned out to be easier than might have 
been expected._ In spite of all Mussolini's power, Italy was still a 

_monarchy, and he still officially only· .the premier of the country; 
there was, therefore, a hig~er authority to whom the dissidents 
could appeal. Unfortunately, the king, Victor Emmanuel III, w~s · 

.. hesitant and dilatory. He took a great deal.of persuading before he 
finally came around _to the pro-Allied camp, but eventually the 
anti-Germans, led by Marshal Pietro Badoglio, convinced him that · 
he must oust Mussolini. 

On the 24th there was overt oppositiop to Mussolini in a 
session of. the Fascist Grand Council. Most of it was directed . 
agains.t the way the war effort was being handled, and Mussolini 
actually thought he could use it as a ieverto free himself somewhat 
from Hitler's coils. He had no idea that it was ·he himself his hitherto 
pliant supporters were after. The next day he was summoned to 
~n audience with the king. The plotters had convinced the Italian 
monarch that he should dismiss Mussolini, who would· then be 
taken. irito custody and held under close arrest. The aging dictator 
still retained some popularity with the masses of Italians, and no . 
one knew what he might do if given time to muster a counter-
offensive. · . 

· Instead, everything went as planned. The king demanded Mus­
solini;s resignation and told· him he h'ad already replaced him with . 
Badoglio. ·They parted amicably, and the ex-dictator walked out 
of the palace· and into the arms of the· carabinieri, who put him 
in a police van. rhey took him through the streets of Rome, past 
squares where bands were playing their customary Sunday after- . 
noon concerts, and by suppertime the bloodless coup was over. 
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The first of the Italians' two problems was now resolved. The 
other one, negotiating the change of sides, was trickier. Mussolini's 
successor Badoglio, on assuming office, immediately announced 
that Italy would remain in the war and would continue faithful to 
her alliances. He then equally immediately opened negotiations 
with the Allies, working through neutral territory in Portugal. The 
problems were immense; not only were there Italian tro.ops over in 
the Balkans and out in Russia, hostages to good behavior, there 
were also German troops in· Italy. The contacts with the Allied· 
representatives had to be made in great secrecy, for the new Italian 
government was profoundly and rightly afraid of the German re,. 
action should they discover what was happening. 

Actually, in July and August, according with Hitler's earlier 
decision, the Germans did not plan to fight in. Italy. If the· country 
tried to defect they would garrison it and take it over. If it were 
invaded by the Allies, they planned to fall back northward~ They 
were conscious of Allied air superiority and even more of Allied · 
amphibious capability, and they believed Italy could not be held. . . 

The German contingency plan for an invasion of Italy was there-
fore that Kesselring should withdraw his forces from southern Italy, 
carrying out demolition work as they we~t, and that the Germans 

.. would hang on in the north,. around Florence. 
Meanwhile, the Allies, who. originally never intended to irivade 

Italy at all, had changed their minds. As far back as May, at the 
Trident Conference in Washington that was their· next meeting 
after Casablanca, Churchill had. pressed for an invasion of south­
em Italy as a follow-up to the Sicilian operations. He thought 
possession of the southern part of the peninsula would· allow the 
Allies to threaten a landing in the Balkans; further, there were 
large airfields in the plain around Foggia, and Allied bombers 
based there could reach the Rumanian oil fields. Churchill thought 
the still-forthcoming invasion of Sicily would bring Mussolini 
down, that the Italian· war effort would collapse, and that the Ger­
mans would probably not fight in southern Italy;. the Allies might 
even get Rome for nothing, and that would be a major victory, 
the first Axis capital to fall. · . · 

. The Americans were thoroughly upset at this. Every time they 
thought they had Churchill and the British pinned down ·to a hard 
date for the invasion of France, he seemed to run off in pursuit of 
some new will-o'·th~-wisp. Yet once again they gave in; in return 
for an absolute promise that France would be invaded no later 
than May 1, 1944, they agreed that the Sicilian operation ought 
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to be exploited, and that the Allies would go on to invade and 
occupysouthern Italy~ They planned a cautious assault across the 
Straits of Messina and a march up the Italian toe of Calabria. Later 
on, in July, when the Sicilian defense was collapsing, they became 
a bit bolder and planned a second landing farther up the peninsula. 

Neither the German nor the Allied intentions were known to 
the Italians. Their efforts were concentrated on getting the Allies 
to protect them from the Germans as much as possible. The Ital­
ians wanted. the British and Americans to land fifteen divisions in 
the north of Italy, around, Leghorn . or Genoa, and in this way 
deliver the whole country at one blow. Such a request was abso­
lutely ludicrous; the Allies: lacked the fifteen divisions, and even 
if they had had them, they !iid not have the shipping to carry and 
supply them, or the air support to ·cover ·them. They countered by 
offering. to. land in Calabria, and if the Italians rose and helped 
drive the Germans out, they would put four divisions ashore south 
of Rome. In addition, the Italians would have to surrender uncon­
ditionaJly .to the Allies, and! their postwar treatment would depend 

· on how much help they were to the Allied war effort. 
Such an offer was not very attractive; the ltalians did not know 

the Germans planned to pull out, and an Allied landing south of 
.. Rome seemed ·only. to guarantee the kind of fighting they were 
seeking to avoid in Italy. Vet as the Germans moved more troops 
into northern Italy--officially in response to the Sicilian situation, 
actually because of Mussolini's ·fall-the Italians felt more and. 
more forced to accept the Allie9 deal. 

There was confusion rlght up to the end. On September 3, 
1943, the fourth anniversaey of the declaration of war, British and 
Canadian troops· of 8th Army made an assault crossing of the 
Straits of Messina and landed on the European continent, this time 
to stay. The same day, the Italian government signed a secret 
armistice· with ·the Allies. The Germans started to pull out of Ca~ 
labria; the Italian field com'mand, still uninformed of the arinistice, 
did not know what· to do, and ended by doing nothing. 

Meanwhile, the U. S. 5th Army, British and American troops· 
under General Mark Clark, was preparing to invade south of 
Naples. Their choice of Salerno as a landing site was a compromise 
between their desire to get a major port, Naples, as soon as pos­
sible and their equally strong desire to have air cover while they 
made their .landings. Allied naval leaders had assigned only light· 
aircraft carriers to the Mediterranean, because of the demands of 
the Pacific~ and therefore the planners had to rely on land-based 



298 ... TOWARD THE ELUSIVE VICTOR,Y 

air cover flying from Sicily. Naples was· just out of reach for effec­
tive combat air patrols, so they had instead to settle for Salerno 

. . ' ' 
. a few miles south of it. 

Only as the invasion fleet made its final run in toward the coast 
was th~ Italian armistice publicly announced. The troops were 

. jubilant, believing this meant rio opposition on the beaches. What 
it actually meant was that they would encounter Germans instead 
of Italians. _, . 

Field Marshal Kesselring seemed to be the last man in Europe 
who still believed in Italian protestations of good faith. He had a 
contingency plan to cover an Italian defection and one to cover 
an Allied invasion; he -did not have a plan to cover both events at 
once. :Now, stunned but quickly recovering, he ordered his units 
to. continue falling back from Calabria, as the British advanced, 
and he ordered other troops to hold up the Allied landing at· Sa­
lerno until the southern forces were safely by. Hastily, local Ger­
man units around the Oulf of Salerno moved into position, just in 
time to meet the Allied troops coming ashore. 

The Allies landed in the early pre-dawn- hours of September 9, 
British on the left . and Americans on the right. Both ran into 
sporadically heavy resistance, but by the end of the day there were 
several thousand troops ashore. The Allies ~bought they had done 
well to get on Iandin the face of heavy German defenses; the Ger­
mans thought they had done well with their scratch forces to hold 

. the enemy to· a. shallow beachhead. The. crisis did not come for 
three days; by the 12th the Germans ·had rushed units south from 
Rome and had made contact with· those retreating from Calabria,· 
and they hit t~e beachhead hard. For a few hours it ·looked as if 

. the Americans might be pushed back into the sea, and Kesselring. 
had hopes of ·s~aging another Dunkirk.· He might well have done 
sq, but when he had asked Rommel- in northern Italy for the re­
lease of reserves, Rommel said no. The Desert Fox saw no sense · 
in sending troops all' the way down past Rome, when the Germans 

. did not intend to stand down there anyway. So the British held, 
and. the Americans recovered their equilibrium, and ·by the 15th 
the Allies were secure and forcing their way inland. 

A week later; General Eisenhower ordered Alexander to keep 
. on and occupy Rome. Ironically, both the Allied and the German 
. high commands agreed that the Germans could not hold south of 

the capital, anq that the best defensive line would be Pisa:-Florence­
Rimini, up in the north . .But Kesselring was not. so sure of this. 
H1s troops in Italy had quickly disarmed the Italians once the news 
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of the armistice had been announced; they had seized the road, 
rail, and. communications networks, and the situation seemed to 
be well under control. Kesselring was much more optimistic 3: 
personality than Rommel and he assessed the Allied moves so far 
as pedestrian, hesitant, and extremely cautious. He kept reporting 
back to Hitler that he thought he could hold south of .Rome, and 
that. there was no sense giving the Allies anything that they were 
not strong enough to take. 

Eventually, Hitler accepted this view of things, which con­
formed so well to his own desires anyway. Kesselring was told to 
hang on between Naples and Rome as long as he could. He began 
building successive defensive positions across the peninsula, deter-
mined to make the Allies· fight for every mile. · 

In the face of this stiffening opposition the weaknesses of the 
Allied view soon became apparent. They had expected to get some­
thing for nothing. Denied a cheap victory, the proponents of the 
Italian campaign, most notably Churchill, kept asking for more 
men and materiel with which to gain their ends. But those Allied 
leaders who had not been especially in favor of going to Italy in 
the first place now remained adamant; Italy had all the resources 
it was going to get. The result of this, in tum, was that ·Alexander, 
as the field commander, was continually asked to deliver victories 
but denied the means to win them: He launched a whole series of 
operations on successive shoestrings; these · inevitaply ran into 
trouble, and as they reached crisis stages, the Allies then found 
themselves· forced to allocate the resources they had initially re­
fused. More than any o.ther campaign of the war, Italy was beset 
by divided counsels· at the top, uncertain perception .of. what the 
campaign was supposed to achieve, and a sense among the troops 
of being a second-class operation, undertaken because the Allies 
did not really know what else to do at the time. Partly because of 
these factors, partly because of the terrible terrain, Italy became 
the theater of fighting that most resembled the horrible static. trench 
warfare of World War I. Few soldiers of World War IT experienced 
the kind of deadening, soul-destroying fighting that had character­
ized the earlier war, but ·most of those who did experience· it 
fought in Italy. 

As the Allies wheeled out of Salerno for the push up the penin- . 
sui a, they linked up with 8th Army, coming up from Calabria. 
They ended up with 8th Army on the Adriatic coast of the penin­
sula and with 5th Army on the western, Tyrrhenian coa.St. Between 
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the two armies lay the chain of the Apennines, forbidding, lunar, 
barely passable to small groups, and generally· such bad· country 
that fighting deep in the mountains .was out of the question. It 
therefore became impossible to flank the Germans on their inland 
side. Unfortunately, it also prove~ impossible, in all but one in­
stance, to flank them on their seaward side as well. Partly this was 
because of the Italian coast which, though it looks wide open, actu­
ally offers relatively few spots that are suitable ·for an amphibious 
operation. Even more it was because the theater lacked the sealift 
capacity to supply both the existing fronts, and new beachheads 
·as well. The upgrading of the Pacific and the preparations for the 
invasion of France both robbed the Mediterranean of any poten­
tially surplus shipping. This deficiency was further compounded 
by the. needs of the air force. The Allies soon .were in possession 
of the Foggia airfields and they wished to use them for bases from 
which to bomb the Balkans. Every shipload of material for the air 
forces meant one less shipload of material for the ground forces 
struggling · their way up the peninsula .. The air offensive took · 
priority, rightly or wrongly, so the ground troops did without not 
only the mobility that might conceivably have sprung them out · 
of their impasse, but even many of the essentials for .sustaining 
their effort. 

For the Germans it became the kind of war they were now 
used to. German writers criticize the Allied command and what 
they consider as its lack of initiative and daring. The more thought~ 
ful among them, however, admit as they do so their ignorance of 
the vast complexities of amphibious operations. The Gennans thus 
settled down ·behind the successive rivers that break out of the 
Apennines and run to the sea; as they held one river line, they 
would prepare the next be.hind it; when their fixed position was 
finally breached, they fell back, destroying everything as they went, 
to the next river. Then the whole deadly scenario had to be played 
all over again. · 

On the Adriatic side, 8th Army fought its way up the coast. 
Its ultimate target was the town of Pescara, the terminus of one of 
the few good roads running through the Apennines to the other 
side of the ·peninsula. If they had taken Pescai'a and that ·road, 
they might have been able to break across to Rome, levering the 
Gemians on 5th Anny's side of the country out of their positions, 

.. and the great prize would have fallen. But b~low Pescara is a series 
of small streams-the Bifemo. the Trigno, and, most important, the 
Sangro-and on each of these the Germans stood fast. As summer 
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dust turned to fall mud, as the cold winter rains came on, 8th Arm'y 
made a series of head-on attacks against the German lines. There 
was no alternative; it was like a football game with no passes and 
no end runs; just put your head down and bull your way up the 
middle. So it was with 8th Army; British, Canadians, New Zea­
landers, Indians, South Africans, all wore their hearts out sloggmg 
rheir way across the valleys and onto the heights behind .. The· 

·Germans wen~ always dug in, they always had good maps. and · 
good fields of fire, they had thoroughly swept the country as they 
retreated, and they were good soldiers determined to hold on. 

Finally, late in .November, 8th Army produced one last drive . 
They got over the Sangro · and pushed along. the ·coast but they 
lacked the stamina to get to Pescara. Christmas found the lst Ca­
nadian Division,. the ~ast unbroken point of the British advance, 
fighting desperately from house to. house in Orton a. They took it,· · 
but o~Iy after Ortona became Canada's World. War II equivalent 
of Vimy Ridge, and that was as far as they could go. When they· 
at last ground down at the start of ·1944, Pescara was still five miles 
away; it might as well' have been five hundred. ' 

On the other side of the peninsula, 5th Army encountered the 
. same. thing. They· took Naples at the beginning of October, and 
thus had a port through which to supply. The Germans held on 
the Volturno; a rushing mountain stream. With the British com­
ponent of 5th Army working along the coast, and the American 
inland, they broke across the river. in mid-October. Rome lay a 
hundred miles ahead,' and for the firs.t forty or' those the mountains 
came right down to the sea, intangled masses crisscrossed. by tum­
bling streams and marked' by jagged' outcrops of rock. 

In this ideal defensive terrain the Germans constructed a series 
of positions. The lay of the !ami was such that they ran into one 
another, and· different portions of lines were known by different 
names: the Winter Line; the Bernhard Line, the Barbara Line.· 
The most famous, and,the strongest, of them all was the Gustav' 
Line. This was part of a general system that ran up along the lower 
reaches. of the Garigliano, past ·the mouth of the Liri Valley and 
the m~in road leading ~o Rome, and into the mountains from 
there, 'up the Rapido River. The key point in the whole line, over,.. 
looking the shoulder where the Liri met the Rapido, was the town 
of Cassino. ·Above the town, on top of a mountain mass, lay the 
famous Benedictine Abbey, the mother house of the black monks 
of the Benedictine Order, one of the great religious foundations 
of Christemlom. · · . · · .. 
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By the time 5th Aimy reached the Gustav Line it was already· 
worn down from the heavy fighting in the approaches. The Ger­
mans had; ~ Kesselring promised Hitler, fought for every yard. 
On mountains where supplies had to be carried by mule, and fi­
milly on the backs of infantry, the German and Allied· troops had 
savaged each other in swiiling cloud and bitter cold. At Monte 
Camino, Monte Maggiore, Mignano and San Pietro Infine, in 
company~ and battalion-size actions, the British ·and Americans 

· pushed forward. It was Christmas before they broke the Winter 
Line, and. mid-January before they reached the Gustav Line. Here 
they stopped; this. was Kesselring's main position south· of Rome, 
and he was going to hold it to the· bitter end. 

The Allies battered against the Gustav Line for. nearly five 
months. In .the main line of resistance, the·y faced, as usual, a Ger­
man defense with both lines securely anchored, the western on the 
sea and the eastern in impassable mountains .. Alexander was left 
no apparent alternative but· to drive straight through. 

There was· another possibility,· however. Earlier, in November, 
the Allies had considered making an amphibious assault behind 
the German lines. This was to have been coupled with 8th Army's 
drive to and through Pescara. Since Montgomery did not get that 
far, the idea was shelved. Now it was brought out again, and as it 

· evolved, it became part of a complex plan. 
In mid-January the British corps of 5th Army would attack 

along the seacoast, at the end of the Gustav Line. That would dis­
locate the Germans; · then, concurrently, the Americans would 
drive. across the Rapido River ·and through Cassino, and a third 
Anglo-Amefican force would land up the coast at the little port of 
Anzio. German reserves would not be able to counter all of these 
moves, and the Gustav Line. would have to break. 

Unfortunately, the. plan did not go as it was supposed to. It 
was hastily prepared, because of the inevitable demands for ship­
ping. The preparations for the Normandy invasion were well ad­
vanced by now, and as a secondary effort, the Allies were planning 
a landing in southern France. The · Anzio operation had to be . 
squeezed in, and shipping. scraped up here and there 'to support it. 
As. an example of the interlocking nature of the Allied global 
effort, Anzio caused the· d0wngrading of a sched~le'd amphibious 
operation in the Bay of Bengal, and there were virtually cabinet-. 
level meetings to decide on the disposition of as few as half a dozen 
landing ships, until Churchill was forced to grumble, "Sometimes 
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1 thi:nk the whole war depends on some damned thing called an 
LST." He was right; the Landing Ship Taillc, or "Large ·slow Tar­
get" in sailors' slang, had become one of the crucial items of -the · 
war inventory. 

On January 17 the· British attacked across the lower Garigli- · 
ano, gained a foothold, and· succeeded in drawing in the local 
German reserves from the Gustav Line. To its right the' U. S. lind 
Corps put in what was supposed to be the main attack. Hurriedly, 
not knowing exactly what they were doing or why, the 36th Texas 
National Guard Division tried to ·cross the Rapido just below 
Cassino. Their attack broke. down with heavy losses, and they 
made hardly a dent in the Gustav Line. The Texans were so upset 
that they demanded-and. subsequently got-.· a Congressional in­
vestigation int~ what they regarded as the. wanton sacrifice of their 
division; yet they made so little impact that the Gennans in their 
war diaries noted nothing more than increased patr~l activities. · 

The haste and muddle at Cassino was all undertaken so that 
the Anzio operation could be carried out within the necessary 
time constraints of the larger war: The 36th Division's attack was 
to draw in reserves so the landing at Anzio could proceed · un­
opposed, and there, on January 22, 50,000 British and American 
troops of the U. S .. VIth Corps came charging ashore. against vir~ 
tually ·no Gennans at all. Having done that,. and succeeded in 
totally surprising the German command, they stopped. The official 
doctrine for amphibious landings was that you got· ashore, ·dug in 

. and secured your beachhead against the inevitable counterattack, 
and then went on from there. This the American commander, 
General John Lucas, now did, with the blessing of General Mark 
Clark; . no one, after all,· had yet forgotten the near-run thing at 
Salerno. . 

But the Allied halt gave the Gennans time to react, and they 
rushed.reserves down from Rome; within hours they had contained 

. the new threat. As in virtually every operation in Italy, the Allies 
initially caught the Gennans by surprise, but then the speed of the 
German reaction and the slowness of the Alffed exploitation· ne­
gated· the surprise and re-created an equilibrium. Alexander was 
put in a quandary: he now had two fr:onts in a static situation, · 
too far apart for mutual cooperation, and his superiors were bad-. 
gering him because of the shipping he was absorbing. At Anzio the 
whole beachhead was under fire, the Allies were in the position 
of a besieg~d garrison, and th~y stayed that way for four months. 
The Germans made vicious but unsuccessful attempts to drive 
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them back into the sea, · and the Americans and British made 
equally vicious and equally unsuccessful attempts to break out ·of 
the vise. 

Churchill was undoubtedly the most disappointed of all. He·· 
· was the great champion of the Mediterranean and the Italian cam-
paign, and he had pressed for Anzio. Now it looked as if all his 

·cajoling and bargaining for supplies had gone for nothing. He 
·waxed caustic and sarcastic over Anzio: he had expected to be 
. hurling a wildcat on shore, but instead had got. a stranded whale; 
when . told there were nearly 20,000 vehicles in the beachhead he 

· replied, "We must have a great superiority .of chauffeurs .... " 
But neither bitter· remarks nor the removal of the commander at 
Anzio had much effect. The only comfort to be had was that Italy 
was serving the purpose now of drawing in German troops from 
·as far away as the Balkans, France, and Germany itself. · 

That could hardly .solace the infantry huddling· in their holes 
before Cassino, staring across the rushing Rapido, or gazing up at . 
the mist~shrouded mountains and the great Benedictine Monastery, 
which seemed to glower menacingly back. In the first part of Feb­
ruary the Americans tried ~to break across ·again, above Cassino 
this time; with great courage and heavy casualties they managed 
to make a minuscule salient in the German line. Inland from them 
was a new element, the Free French Expeditionary Corps, mostly 
colonial troops from North Africa, used to mountain terrain, and 

· they too made some limited gains, at equally heavy cost.· 
. Alexander then brought ·what he considered his best troops.· 

over from 8th Army, and launched the third attempt at Cassino 
with the New Zealand· Corps. Its commander, General Bernard 
Freyberg, requested an air strike against the Benedictine Monas­
tery, which all the troops were sure the Germans used as an ob­
servation post. On March 15, heavy bombers flew over Cassino 
and the ancient monastery and pounded them to rubble. The re­
sults were disastrous. The monastery had been empty; with good 
observation all over the mountains, the Germans had had nci need 
to occupy it, and they had scrupulou~ly respected its territory. Now 

.. they moved into it and set up their observer posts. Cassino town 
itself was converted into a mass of masonry and junk, which made 
ideal cover for the defenders, and the Germans settled downjn the 
choked cellars and alleyways, and fought. it out with the New 
Zealanders and Indians who tried valiantly and unsuccessfully to 
force their way in. By late March they had fought each other to 
exhaustion. At Anzio, and at Cassino, the campaign was stalled. · 
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It looked as. if the invasicm of Italy had· reached a dead end . 
. The calendar marcheq inexorably on, toward spring, toward 

the invasion of France. If the stalemate in Italy was to be broken, 
if it was all to be more than a mere holding operation, things had 
to happen and they had to happen soon. Finally, the. Allied high 
command agreed to allocate sufficient resources to get to Rome be-

. fore the. Normandy landing, seeing that as the best way to distract 
German attention from· what was coming. At the end of March 
there were roughly twenty Allied combat divisions in Italy; by the 
first of May there were twenty-eight. Leaving only four of these 
to cover all of the Adriatic side of the peninsula, Alexander massed 
his forces before Cassino and piled them secretly into the Anzio 

beachhead. 
He was going to smash through the Gustav Line and push his 

way both up the coast ~md upthe Liri Valley. When his offensive. 
was well and truly launched, and the Germans all pulled in to meet 
it, the Anzio forces would break . out inland, take up a blocking 
position and, if all went well, virtually the entire German Army in 
Italy would be caught and destroyed. Rome would fall as a matter 
of course, there would ·be a rollicking dash north all the way to 

· the Alps, and the Ita.lian campaign would end in. a justified burst 

of glory. 
Alexander's May offensive was one of the great setpiece battles 

.of the war,· with a huge international cast: Americans, British, 
Canadians, Free French, Poles, Indians, New Zealanders, South 
Africans. After dark on the evening of May 11 more than· 2,000 
artillery pieces began a barrage that ran from the mouth of the 
Garigliano all the way up past Cassino and into the mountains. 
An hour before midnight the troops jumped off. The Germans were 
surprised; but riot panicked, and there was heavy fighting and slow 
going. For some of the Americans along the seacoast it was their 
first taste of combat, and with heavy casualties and the courage of · 
innocence they forged steadily ahead. To their right, Algerians, 
Moroccans,· and Senegalese of the Free French Corps scaled the 
mountains and began filtering through the German lines; to their 
right again Indians and British.opened the door of the Liri Valley, 
and . before the Germans could shut it, the Canadians surged 
through it and up the highway toward Rome. Up in the Apennines 
the Polish Corps, made up of men who had survived German 
blitzkrieg· and Russian prison camps, circled . down and finaUy 
raised their eagle banner over the ruins of the monastery. It took 
more ·than a week of steady, toe-to-toe slugging, but eventually the 
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Germans could stand it no more. They cracked, then they broke 
· wide open. The Americans lunged up the coast, to Formia, to 

Gaeta, to Terracina; the French came down off the mountains to · 
meet the Canadians as they pushed up the Liri, and sudden,ly the 
Gustav Line was gone, and. everyone was off to Rome~ . 
· It was a bad two weeks for Kesselring. He had laid out two 

fall-back positions: the Hitler Line, a few miles up the road to 
Rome in the Liri Valley, and thenthe Caesar Line, in the Alban 
Hills outside Rome. The former had possibilities, the latter was no 
more than staked ·out. 

The Hitler Line lasted five days. The British arid Canadians 
reached it on the 18th; tried to take it on the run, and did not quite 
have enough steam left to do so. Five days later they put in a full­
scale attack and crashed through. Once more the Germans pulled 
out and headed ·north, harried by Allied fighter-bombers. 

Meanwhile, up at Anzio, the American commander, General 
Truscott, was ready to go. The axis of his attack was to run straight 
out from the beachhead; a short drive of a couple of miles would 
take him to Cisterna and cut the coastal line of retreat. Continuing. 
in the same direction would take him fifteen miles to Valmontone; 
that would cut the Liri Valley escape route and trap ten German . 
divisions, the bulk of the available fighting forces in Italy. On the. 
23rd, Truscott leaped. One of the great fighting generals of the war, 
Truscott had . his troops fired up and they made steady progress 
toward Valmontone. 

On the 26th, as the trap was all but closed, General Clark in­
tervened. He was unhappy with the overall plan; he feared Alex- · 
ander was going to allow British 8th Army to beat American 5th 
to Rome. Jealous of the honor, and feeling he and his men deserved 
it, he ordered Trqscott to change the axis of his advance; instead 
of continuing to Valmontone, Truscott was to go straight for Rome. 
Obediently, Trus<;ott shifted around, losing enough momentum as 
he did so that the desperate Germans stalled him off in the Alban 
Hills. For a week they held on in the hills and at Valmontone, until 
the Gustav Line troops were safely back, then, declaring Rome an 
open city, they scooted north. 

On June 4, 1944, the first Allied troops, Americans from 5th· 
Army, entered Rome. Eighty years earlier, after seven tries, U. S. 
Grant had wired Lincoln, "Vicksburg is ours, and fairly won"; now · 
Alexander and Clark could say, "Rome is ours, and fairly won," 
but they had missed the real prize of the campaign; they had failed 
to destroy the German Army in Italy. 
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* * * 
The May offensive was still a. great one. It. broke the Gustav 

Line, smashed the Hitler Line, allowed the Anzio breakout, took 
Rome, and. carried the Allied armies 200 miles up_ the peninsula in . 
one vast swelling tide. _ · 

Then, in the midst of this gloriously exhilarating pursuit, the 
troop~ in Italy had the rug pulled out from under them. Churchill . 
and Alexander had both overextended their credit, and just as th.e 
gamble was paying off, their bills were called in. 

In November of 1943, at the. Tehran Conference, Roosevelt 
and. Churchill had agreed with Stalin that they would launch an 
invasion of . southern France as a supplement to the Normandy 
operation. The Americans believed they would need the extra port 
facilities of Marseilles to supply their ·armies, and they envisaged a 
great pincer movement that would squeeze the Germans out of all 

· .· . southwestern France. Now both Alexander and Churchill pressed 
that this operation be abandoned. If they got into the Po Valley, 
and there was little doubt they would, they could exploit in either 
direction. They might well have enough momentum to carry them 
through the passes into the Danube Valley, to Austria and Vienna; 
the whole of southeastern Europe might be liberated in a rush. 
Alternatively, if they could not go in that direction, they could as 
well force their way westward, into France by way of the Riviera 
coast, and they would reach southern France without the necessity 
of another· seaborne invasion. 

The American high command. stood fast: They knew Stalin did 
not want Western Allied troops in eastern Europe; they also used 
as an argument their feeling that the French would insist ·on an 
operation .aimed primarily at the liberation of France, though up to 
this point the Americans had not been overly responsive to French 
views on the conduct of the war. Mostly, Roosevelt believed that 
since the agreement to ·invade southern France had been taken with 
. suilin's concurrence, he . could . not . change it now . .Ironically and 
unhappily, allof this sensibility about the Russians' feelings came 
a mere couple of months before the Warsaw rising. The Americans 
felt they had succumbed to Churchill and the Mediterranean for 
the last time. They now insisted that .the earlier commitments be 
honored. · · 
. . . In Italy the pursuit flowed on. The long columns of infantry 
trailed through ·Rome; ·heavily laden G. I.'s trudged past the 

. Colosseum, crossed the Tiber bridges, and took up the path that 
led .:0 ~he north. The tankS, at last freed from their inglorious role 
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as mobile artillery tied to infantry, swept up the Italian highways, 
· hot on the heels of the Germans. Tactical aircraft strafed and 

bombed the retreating enemy coli.tmns. But the Germans remained 
tough and wily; they did not panic, they did not rush. They dropped 
their rear guards at e;very bend in the road and they blew up every 
culvert. Their staff work functioned sn;1.0othly as always, :and 

· finally, in late July they noticed a diminution of the Allied pursuit. 
For .some reason the pressure was slackening, and they began to' 
have a bit of breathing space. 

The answer was simple enough: to get ready for the invasion 
of southern France the Allies were pulling seven divisions out. of 
Italy, all (?f the Free French Expeditio~ary Corps, and three vet­
eran American divisions. Not only were they moved out, but they 
had to travel back south to Naples, all the way against the stream 
of the pursuit going north. ·There was a significant dislocation of 
the Allied communications as a result of this,. and the Germans 
began to recover once more. 

The end result was that northern Italy remained under Axis 
control virtually to the end of the war. The Germans by early 
August were in their northern defense position, the one they had 
originally thought to hold a year earlier, and this, the Gothic Line, 
_proved every bit as tough as the Gustav Line had last year. Behind 
them there was a good deal of partisan activity iri the western 
mountains, and there was the enfeebled Mussolini. Imprisoned in 
isolation by the Italian government, he was rescued in a daring 
coup by German airborne troops; and brought back behind Ger­
man lines. ·Now he set up a shadow Fascist government, usually 
called the Salo Republic, and it managed to control a small portion 
of German-held territory. . . 

Neither he nor the partisans mattered a great deal, however. 
· The Italians as a people and as a state had long lost their gamble to 
keep the war from their homeland. The decision. on that was up to 
the Germans and the Allies, and now, once ~gain, the front had 
stabilized. The Germans put up a strong defense around Arezzo, 
.and it took a full-scale Allied attack to push them out of"it. By late 
August they were on a line that ran from Pisa to Florence .along 
the mountain peaks to the Metaurus River. Alexander still hoped, 
with his reduced forces, to break clear of the mountains and into 
the Po Valley. There was heavy fighting all through September, 
and the Canadians ·on the east coast reached Rimini, while the 
Americans in the center broke through the Futa Pass and· got to 
Firenzuola. Hitler· had pulled out German divisions as soon as he 
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knew of the Allied withdrawals, and Kesselring lacked sufficient 
troops to man his line as completely as 'the fortifications demanded. 
The Allies. were thus actually through to the rearmost portions of 
the original Gothic Line when the winter rains hit them, and every­
thing ground to a halt. Ten miles short of Bologna and the break­
through into the Po Valley, the exhausted 5th Army gave over its 
drive. On its right 8th Army too· sank· worn out into the autumn 
mud. Time, circumstance, and their friends as well as their enemies , 
had robbed them of complete viCtory~ 
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22 . Anzio 

Anzio Small port on the 'west coast of Italy · 
which was the site of an Anglo~Amcrican 
amphibious' assault (code-name Shingle) 
on 22 January 1944 during the Allied cam­
paign in Italy' and has since come to be 
regarded as one of the most notorious lost 
opportunities of the Allied ~ar effort .. It 
was one of the largest Allied operations of 
the war, but the landing, by units of the 
US 5th Army under Major General John 
Lucas·, failed in its primary objective -' 
to cut the communications lines of the· 
German lOth Army and force a withdra~al 
from their strongly-held defensive positions 
south of Anzio on the Gustav Line'. 

. First conceived by G~neral Eisenhower' 
in the autumn of 194 3, Operation Shingle 
had been abandoned on logistical gr~unds 
but was revived at the Cairo and Tehran 
conferences' , largely on the insistence of 
Winston Churchill', who was passionately 
committed to the campaign in Italy and 
the possibility of a largely British victory 
in the Mediterranean theatre. Bartering 
approval of the Allied invasion of southern 
France (Anvil/Dragoon·) for the necessary 
landing craft to proceed with the Anzio 
landing, Churchill ensured that planning 
went ahead for the launch of an amphibious 
'end run' at Anzio to be co-ordinated with 
a direct assault on the Gustav Line concen­
trated at Cassino'. 

Attacks o~ the formidable German pos- · 
itions at Cassino· on 17 and 20 January 
drew German commander' Field Marshal 
Kesselring's • reserves to the Gustav Line, 
enabling Lucas's 6th Corps to lahd at Anzio 
and Nettuno largely unopposed. Lucas's 
decision. at this critical point, backed by 
US General Mark Clark', not to exploit 
the opportunity and push inland to the 
first objective, the Alban Hills, enabled 
German reinforcements to . contain. 6th 
Corps on the Anzio bridgehead and then 
mount counter-attacks which jeopardized 
the whole operation. Although the bridge­
he~d was finally stabilized, 6th Corps (now 
commarided by Major General Truscott·) 
remained trapped for a further four months. 
Resupplied and reinforced by a shuttle ser-

vice of landing craft from. Naples, the 
Anglo-American force engaged in one 9f 
the most bitterly fought defensive battles 
of the war against General Mackensen's 
14th Army. . 

On the Gustav Line a renewed spring 
offensive (Operation Diadem) began with. 
a highly <;ourageous penetration by French 
and Moroccan forces, under General J uin ·, 
across trackless, mountainous terrain, ex­
ploited by Polish forces under General An­
ders', who stormed Monte Cassino and 
open~d a corridor 'for the American ad­
vance near the coast. On 24 May 5th Army 
units made contact with the Anzio forces 
as ·the German defence disintegrated. 
Ignoring Allied commander Alexander's' 
order to cut the main highways to Rome 
(routes 6 and 7) and trap the withdrawing 
German forces, Mark Clark led the Anzio 
forces direct to Rome', entering the Italian 
capital on 4 June, though this triumph was 
diminish~d in the long term by the failure 
to encircle the German forces and ensure 
a swift victory in Italy. Instead the Allied 
armies were forced to continue the slow 
and costly campaign, described by military . 
historian Liddeii-Hart as 'gnawing' up the 
leg of the Italian peninsula. 

Anzio Annie Nickname given by· Amer­
ican troops to one of two German 280mm 
K5(E) railway guns (the other nicknamed 
Anzio Express) which fired their 564lb 

. shells on the Anzio • beachhead in Italy· 
during the winter of 1944. Named Leopold 
and Robert by their German crews, these 
135-foot long, 215-ton monsters were Ger­
many's best designed rail guris of the war, . 
with a range of 38.64 miles (improved in 
its final version, with fin-stabilized arrow 
shells, to over 90 miles) and were housed 
in a railway tunnel and rolled out for firing. 

. Anzio Annie was later salvaged a·nd is now 
on display at the US Army Ordnance Mu­
seum in Aberdeen, Maryland. S~e also Ar­
tillery, Heavy. 

Aoba Japanese heavy cruiser and Class. 
The Aoba and her sister the Kinugasa were 
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AT TilE BEGINNING Of JANUARY I944 the Allied aimies in Italy 
had driven the German 10th Army from the approaches to 
Kesselring's Winter Position in a series of hard-fought 
oP.,rations (page I30). Now, in accordance with a directive 
issued by Alexande; on 8 November, 5th Army undertook a 
succession of offensives, designed to open up a passage north to 
Rome through the Liri Valley. Alexander's conception was that 
the city. should eventually be taken by an offensive up ihe Liri, 
supported by an amphibious assault nearer the city, at Anzio. 
During December, 5th Army had fought battles for Monte 
Cassino (1-10 December) and San Pietro (20-21 December) 
which barred the way into the Liri Valley. Between 5-'15 
January 1944, 5th Army moved forward to the line of the 
Rapido River, which flows into the Liri near its confluence with 
the Garigliano, and on which the strongest point of the Winter 
Position, the Gustav Line, was established. 

On 17 January the British x Corps, of 5th Army, stormed 
and crossed the Garigliano. When the 36th (Texan) Division 
assaulted the Rapido, however, on 20 January, it was bloodily 
repulsed. Next day the Anzio landing (Operation Shingle) 
began. Four· British and US divisions, with supporting 
Commandos and Rangers, got ashore without loss, having 
taken Kesselring by surprise. But Lucas, the vr Corps 
commander, then concentrated on building up force within the 
bridgehead rather than driving on Rome. An immediate drive 
ntight have been defeated; but Lucas's inaction allowed 
Kesselring to rush emergency urtits to Anzio. While forward 
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reserves were transferred from other sectors of the Winter 
Position, by 15 February-he had assembled sufficient force to 
mount a deliberate counter-offensive (Operation F ischgang) 
which nearly bisected the bridgehead: it was checked only by 
heavy Allied air, artillery and naval bombardment. 

The initial failure of the Anzio landing cast responsibility 
for rescuing the Italian ~ampaign from stalemate back upon the 
troops of US 5th Army, opposite the Gustav Line, despite a 
continuing depletion of Allied forces as troops and equipment 
were withdrawn to mount operations Overlord (page 152) and 
Anvil (page 156). The key to the Gustav Line was Monte 
Cassino, the fortress monastery which commanded the 
approaches to the Liri Valley. Clark, commanding 5th Army, 
made four attempts to capture it, employing in the process two 
of the reinforcing contingents., the Free French Expeclitionary 
Force and the Polish II Corps - which had joined the Allied 
Army in Italy since the start of the battle for the Winter 
Position. Clark's US 34th _Division attacked first on 24 January 
but was eventually defeated (12 February) by the German Ist 
Parachute Division, which defended the monastery heights. 
The New Zealand Corps attacked in the second battle, !6-18 
February, but, despite the heavy bombardment of the 
monastery by B-17s on t6 February, was also defeated. The 
New Zealand Corps tried once more, 15-23 March, again 
supported by bombers, but, after winning more ground, was 
forced to desist. 

Alexander:s Chief of Staff, Harding, now devised a plan 

(Diadem) to unlock the stalemate on the front south of Rome. vr 
Corps at Anzio had been reinforced. The final battle for Monte 
Casino began on 11 May. The mountaineers of the Free French 
Expeditionary Corps bypassed the monastery to the west; after 
an initial and costly surprise the Polish II Corps took the 
monastery on r8 May; the British XIII Corps breached the 
coastal line west of Cassino on 23 May. On the same day vr 
Corps began to break out from Anzio and II Corps advanced to 
join it on 25 May. Harding's plan- which was to trap the 
German 1oth Army between the Anzio-Cassino pincers- now 
seemed on the point of fruition. Next day, however, Mark 
Clark, who was deterntined that the Americans should be the 
first to enter Rome, shifted the axis of 5th Army's advance to 
the north-west: German rearguards were then able to check vr 
Corps at Velletri and Valmontone until 2 June, allowing roth 
Army to join 14th (formed the previous November and used to 
contain the Anzio bridgehead) in a retreat towards the 
Pisa-Rimini (Gothic) Line, 150 ntiles north of Rome. 

American troops entered Rome on 4 June, in the forefront 
of a general Allied advance. While 8th Army cleared the 
Adriatic coast berween Pescara and Ancona, 5th Army moved 
along the Mediterranean. Livomo fell on 19 July, Florence on 
II August. Both 5th and 8th Arnties were by then in contact 
with the Gothic Line and, because of the withdrawal of the 
French Expeditionary and US vr Corps to mount the southern 
France landing (Operation Anvii/Drag()(Jf!, page 156) were 
forced to pause temporarily before launching an assault upon it. 

CD Gennan u c""" hold positk>n ..... Gmrw.o 
Ri•er Yillley, 1111d bloclr llouto 6 in me Uri 
ValMy, ~n1 KCeSS to llomieoa:_.. 

QJ German"i~~ up-rl...-, QUSing n/Jey 

® ·' ..... . ... 

< 

Allied •rtempb" to We Casino: 

II(US)C"'l"l<)ln.-11 fob. 

Alliedcarpetbomt:Kna; 

II (NZ) C"'l" 16-18 fob. 

II(NZ)C"'l" lrllHv. 

·. 
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liANZtO AND CASSINO 
tl-l0Hayl9« 

THE BATTLES fOR Monte Cassitio 
(1 ), a monastery perched on 
towering heights which 
commanded access to the Liri 
Valley, proved enormously costly 
for the Allies, but also provided 
acts of extraordinary bravery and 
endui:anc:e among aH participants. 
The fir>t baule was staged on 24 
jan. 1944 by the US 34th Division, 
which succeeded at heavy cost in 
capturing high ground to the 
nonh~east of the monastery by J J 
Feb. The Gmnan m Parachme 
Division Was not occupying the 
monastecy buildings, at the order 
of the Lt Corps commander, von 
S.nger und Etteriin. The 
monastery was nevenheless 
destroyed by Allied heavy 
bombing(t6 Feb.), to prepare the 
3Ssau!t of the New Zealand Corps 
(2nd NZ and 4th Indian Divisions) 
that day. Their attack} though it 
took more high ground, was 
terminated on r8 Feb. The NZ 
Corpsattacked again on 15 Mar.t 
when Allied medium born ben 

satur.lted the Gennan parachutist 
positions with carpet bombing, 
but on 2 3 Mar, was forced to caU 
the attack off, having seized mosr 
of the souther~ approaches to the 
mon3Stery and north of Cassino 
town. Finally on rr May,aspartof 
the Operation Diadem, the Polish 11 

Corps opened the fourth battle. 
Repulsed at first, they eventually 
captured the ruins of the 
monastery on r8May. Funher 
north) at Anzio, Vl Corps landed by 

. surprise(2,2Ijan.),havingsailed 
from Naples. Lucas~ rhc Corps 
commander, did nor press on to 
Rome, but consolidated his 
bridgehead, only 6 miles deep, 
Kesselring surrounded it with 
1emergem.:y units' and brought up 
reinforcements. He att.a<ked ( 15 
Feb.)and almost broke through to 
the coast but was halted by heavy 
A!tied firepower. The battle then 
resolved itself with a bloody siege 
but by 2 3 May vr Olrps 
(commanded byJruscott after 23 
Feb.)had been builrup to7 

divisions and it easily broke out on 
thatdatetoplay its part in 
Operation Diadem. This was 

·launched on 11 May(J)asamews 
of breaking the Gustav Line and 
encircling the German toth Army 
S<Juth of Rome. While Potish 11 
Corps attacked non.h of Cassino} 
theBritishxm, French 
Expeditionary and US u CorpS all 
attacked between it and the coast. 
xm and n Corps drove along the 
coast towards the Anzio 
bridgehead, out of which vr Olrps 
broke on 23 May. This threatened 
roth Antly with envelopment but, 
on 26 Mar., the day after the Anzio 
force had tinked with the rest of 
5th Army, Mark Clark shifted its , 
axisofad\'ance direcd~ towards 
Rome, allowing tothArmyto · 
cover its retreat and escape. 
Kesselring recognized that, once 
the ~1inter Position(Gustav Line) 
was broken, his next and last line 
of defence in Italy ran between 
PisiandRimini, rheGcthic line. 
He had prepared intermediate 
positions(4), towhichhe feU back 
assoonasRome was taken(4 June) 
and with reinforcements was to 
stand on the Viterbo and 
T rnsimene Lines, befofe retiring 
10 the Gothic line (4 Aug,) 

Picrurt left: German machint~ 
gunnmqn tlu! norrh bank •f•lu! 
Riv£r A1110in Florence. Al1/wogh 
Romtu'Osdtdartd an open dry( 10 

Aug. 1943, lutvingbembombrdby 
USAAF"" 19]uly)manyother 
Italian lW'tl.$ and cilies tl.'i'Tt severj~ 

. da~Mged, , { 
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!TAl'( Is divided for administrative purposes jnto 
20 regions, shown on the map in separate eok>r'S. 
The regions·of FriuliNenezia Giulia. Sardinia. Sicily, 
Trentii"'I).Alto Adige and Vatle d'AO$:ta enjoy special 
autonomy. 

The regions are sulxfivlded into pt'l)'linces bearing 
the same names as their respective capitals. elf.Cep.t: 

~ ~ 
MASS>\.CAARAAA ... ..., 
P£SAAQ.URBINO Pesaro 

Ccpyright by c.s. HAMMOND & c.., N.Y. 
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Brescia, 882.949 .... .C '2 
Brindisi, 345.635 .... . ............. G 4 
Cagliari. 754.965 ............. . .... B 5 
Caltanissetta, 302.513 .. . ......... 0 6 
Campobasso, 358,052 .................. E 4 
Caserta, 649.327 ......................... E 4 
Catania, 893.542 ............ : ............ E 6 
Catanzaro, 741 ,!119 ......•...•...••••••. F 5 

~~~~ .. :~:~i~ ...... :::::~ ~ 
Cosenza, 694.3S8 ........................ F 5 
Cremona. 351,160 .............•......... 8 2 
Cuneo, 536356 .......... ; ......... ; ...... A 2 
Enna, 229.126 ...... E·s 
Ferrara, 403.218 ......................... C 2 
Florence. 1.012.703 ..................... C 3 

~~;a:a52~~is~.::::::::::::::::::::::::::B ~ 
Frosinone, 438,254 ...................... 0 4 
Genoa, 1,031.091 ........................ 8'2 
Gorizia, 137.745 .......................... 0 2 
Grosseto, 220.305 ........................ C 3 
Imperia, 202,160 ........................ 8 3 
l'Aquila, 328.989 ........................ 0 3 
La Spezia, 239,256 _ .................. 8 2 
latina, 319,056 ........................... 0 4 
Leece, 678.338 ............................ G 4 
leghorn, 310.210 ........................ C 3 
Lucca, 365,540 .................... : ....... C 3 · 
Macerata, 291,412 ...................... 0 3 
Mantua, 387,255 ......................... C 2 
Massa-~arrara, 202,981 .............. C 2 
Matera, 200.131 ............ .. ... F 4 
Messina, 685.260 ........... ...E 5 
Milan. 3.156.815 .......... ..8 2 
Modena, 511,355 ............ ...C 2 
Naples, 2.421.243 ...................... E 4 
Novara, 460.190 ........... ..B 2 
Nuoro. 283.206 ....... B 4 
Padua, 694,017 ............... C 2 

I ·V!(jf o.o"t:''"'" 
~Sardinia 

lgraphy 
100 ISO 

MILES 

·.Italy 35 

MALTA. ITALY 

AREA 122 sq. mi. AREA 116,303 sq. mi. 
POPULATION 321,000 POPULATION 54,504,000 
CAPITAL Valletta . CAPITAL Rome q 
LARGEST CITY Slienia LARGEST CITY Rome \. l \ 
HIGHEST POINT 787ft. HIGHEST 'POINT Dufourspitze (Mte. Rosa) 15,203 ft. -t-
MONETARY UNIT Maltese pound MONETARY UNIT lira 
MAJOR LANGUAGES Maltese, English MAJOR LANGUAGE Italian 

.. ~ .. ,~:OR ·_·LI~~,. ~=,,~:::· ·=~·=·~.~~ .. •·=· ':::·:~· ----- -----• , . ' ... ,.M -- •• 
Pa,ma. 389,199 ............. : .... C 2 . 32,147 .................................. 0 s· F"mo, 14,453 ..... .. ...... : .. 0 3 ~elluno, 16,187 ........ 0 4 
Pavia, 518.193 ...... 8 2 Acireale, 26,744 ....... .. ......... E 6 Sari, 293,$3 .... . ........ F 4 Ferrandina, 8,381 ...................... F 4 Nicastro, 21.240 . F 5 
Perugia, 570,149 ......................... 0 3 Acqui Terme, 14,070 ..... 8 2 Barletta, 67,419 ....................... F 4 Ferrara, 9:1,419 ... . ....... C 2 Nicosia, 16,624 . .. ............ E 6 
Pesaro e Urbino, 314,741 ........... 0 3 Acri, 7,660 ........ . ..... F 5 Bass.ano del Grappa, 24,077 ....... C 2 Fid~nza, 13.567 . .. ............. 8 2 Niscemi, 24,466 ......................... E 6 
Pescara, 242.958 ........................ E 3 Adrano, 31.411 .... E 6 Belluno, 15,400 ........... . ... 0 1 Finale Emilia, 6,711 . . ..... C 2 Nizza Monferrato, 6,229 ....... B 2 
Piacenza, 291,059 ...................... 8 2 Adria, 11,456 ............................. 0 2 Benevento, 41,467 .................... E 4 Finale Ligure,_9,189 ... 8 2 Nocera lnferiore, 38,6ro .......... E 4 
Pisa, 362,396 .............................. C 3 Agira, 13,157 ............................. E 6 8~rgamo, 110.666 ................... :.8 2 Firenze <Florence), 413,455 ....... C 3 Noto, 21,586 ................ E 6 

~~s~~;!o:f.~.i24--::::::::::::::::::::gj :~~g;,~t1.~:.. ----~:::::::::::·::.::~ ~ :::~~~v~~~ 9~~ ....... · :::~ ~- ~:~~~~~~- 4i3~~5--:··--· ... ::::::~ ~ ~~~~rrigJ~/~.349- .. ···::::::::::::::: ~ 
Potenza, 444,166 ....................... E 4 Alassio, 10,492 . . . ... A 2 Bisceglie, 40,53> .... . ... F 4 Floridia, 16,104 ...... £ 6 Nuoro, 22.559 . ...B 4 

~:~~~-~~--::::::::::::::::::::::J~ ::~~-1~3~ :::::-:::::::::::::::::::::::::g ~ _ :n~~~-.6~,160 · · ......... :::::::::~ 1 ~~fi~~ao.~~-~ ...... --·:::::~ j - g:~~~i. 1 ~:~~ --------·--·::: 
Reggio di Calabria, 609,140 .......... E 5 Albano laziale, 13,007 .............. F 7 Bologna. 443.178 ...................... C 2 Fondi,'14,991 . .. ... 0 4 Orbetello, 6.800 ......................... C 3 
Reggio neii'Emilia, 379,688 ......... C 2 Albenga, 9,429 ........... .. .... 8 3 Bolzano, 84,685 .......... C 1 Forli, 65,376 ...... 0 2 Oristano. 16,305 . .. .......... 8 5 
Rieti, 162.405 ............................. 0 3 Albino, 6,875 .. .. ....... B 2 Bondeno, 6,413 . . ... C 2 Formia. 15.048 . . .... 0 4 Ortona, 11,315 .... : .... E 3 
Rome, 2,775,380 ......................... F 6 Alcamo. 42.974 ............... .. .... 0 6 8onorva, 6,192 ....... . .. B 4 Fossano, 12.563 ......................... A 2 Orvieto, 9.617 . .. ................... 0 3 
Rovigo, m,811 .......................... C 2 Alessandria, 65,!DJ .................... 8 2 Bordighera, 9,045 ..... . ........ A 3 Francavilla Fontana, 27,629. .F 4 Osimo, 9,400 ..................... 0 3 
Salerno, 912,265 ........................ E 4 Alghero, 22,139 . .. ............ 8 4 Borgoman~ro. 11,843 ...... B 2 Frascati, 12,602 ........ .. ........... F 6 Ostuni, 25,190 ........................... F 4 
Sassari, 381,191 ......................... 8 4 Altamura, 41,528 ........... F 4 Sorgo San lorenzo, 6,135.. .C 2 Frosinone, 20.998 . · ................ 0 4 Otranto, 3,510 ....................... G 4 
Savona, 262,842 ......................... 8 2 Amalfi, 5,183 ... .. .... :E 4 Bos.a, 7,800 ....................... .B 4 Gaeta, 20,436 ... .. ... 0 4 Ozieri, 10.194 ..... .. ..... B 4 
Siena, 270.062 ...... .-.................... C ·3 mantea, 5,910 .......................... E 5 Bra, 14,472 .A 2 Gala tina, 19,654 .. G 4 Pachino, 20,645 . .. ..... [ 6 

~~~~;~~~-1 ~5~~--::::::·--------·--·:::~ ~ :~~~ra~· 6~~/:. ·_--.:·:·.:::::::::::::::::~ ~ ~~:~~::~oi~:m :::::.. ---··:::~ ~ ~::r:~;l~·.1~:~~ :::::-- ......... :::~ ~ ~:r::;o,~~9A~id~~--1'0'.iiii2··:::: ·:.-.-:~ ~ 
Taranto, 468.713 ..... ...F 4 OAnzio, 12,102 ..... ...0 4 Bressanone, 10,095 . .. ..... C 1 Gatlipoli, 15,958... .. ............. F 4 Palermo, 531,300. .. .. 0 5 
Tera!f!O. ~.687 ........................ 0 3 Aosta, 28,637 ... . ..... A 2 Brindisi. 63,480 .: .... G 4 Gela, 54,526 .... E 6 . Palestrina, 7,897 ...................... F 7 
Tern1, 224.596 ... 0 3 Aprilia, 8,784 ............ .. ... 0 4 Bronte, 19.418 ..... . ... E 6 Gemona, 7,698 ........................... 0 1 Palma di Montechiaro, 20,425 ... D 6 
Trapani, 427,672 ....................... 0 5 Aragona, 12.119 _ . . .. D 6 Busto Arsizio. 58,483 . ...B 2 Genoa· (Genova), 747,794. . .... 8 2 Palmi, 14,576 ... £ 5 
Tren~o. 412.104 .... C 1 Arezzo, 43,868 ........... . .. C 3 C_agliari, 172,925 ...... . .. B 5 Genzano di Roma, 11,666 ... F 7 Pantelleria; 3,100 . .. ....... C 6 
Tremo, 607,616 ....................... 0 2 Ariano lrpino, 11,302 . . ......... E 4 Caltagirone, 37,634 .... .E 6 Giarre, 11.859 ........... E 6 Paola, 9,701 ........ .. ...... E 5 
Tri~ste, 298.645 ......... .. .......... E 2 Ascoli Piceno, 33,825 .......... 0 3 Calt.anissetta, 51,699 .................. 0 6 Gioia del Colle, 23,734.. .. .. F 4- Parma, 118,602 . ..C 2 

~~~m. 15~41~ ........ ---------~ ~ Assisi, 5.302 ··:::::~ ~ ~=~~o~s~:~~:s&3-·--··---·: ...... ::::~ ~ g;~lii~~:a~-,~~~9-. ::~ j ~:~~fn~~~: ~:~~~ ··::::::g ~ 

~:.~",i,;,·d,:.·.~4004!~fsm~ 1~.:.·.~.:.59.: .. : ... ·.:.-:.·:·:·:·:.:.:.:.:.:.::.:.:.:.Aag ~2 !A!~.~,t~,isna~n·~ •• 4.*2;4E.44,420. .. . J : ~:~~~~~~'~;if62nji:::::::::J i g;~:!:~:~Ji~;~.' 3ii:6is· ~~~~.~ ; m1fk~~t2 .:J i 
• • 0 3 CantU 17 293 8 2 Grottaferrata. 5.356 .... .. .... F 7 Penne, 5,709 ................... . .... 0 3. 

~~rona, ~;~~i' ........................ g ~ Avigliano, 5.119. . ......... ::.·.·.:·.::.·.:.JO :
5 

gC:a~abo";'.n·.,ia!.~~33426' 9.m.Si .... ·.-:::::::::::::::.::.:.:.~B is ~~~~~i~~~~. 7~·i18 ....... ::::::~ ~ ~:~~~~:.~~~;~ana, 4,877 --_-_-::~ ~ 
v:~:~~· 263,862 .::::::::::::::::::::::::c 3 ~~~~r~: 1i{43s··:·:··· , Gubbio, 9.730 .. .. ........ 0 3 Pesaro, 47,185 .... 0 3 

E:~\~;Or!;:~,~------·--·· .. ::::~ ~ :~~!·si:;:0~.518 ........ :::::::::::--:::::~-~ ~:~~f:.a·8.~j-~9-~: .. ::--·--::::··::::::::::::~ ~ 
Carmagnola, 6,583 ..... . .... A 2 lmola, 32,148 ............................. C 2 P~acenza, 78,!r:5 ..... 8 2 

carpi. 27,647 .... . ...... c 2 :~~i~~-9~-~22 -----~ ~ ~::::a~~~e6i.ms ~--~~-~-:::::·.:::::~ ~ 
~arrara, 37,386 .......... j26 .......... C ~ Ivrea, 19~344 ........................ :::::a 2 P~nerolo, 25,262 ....................... A 2 

. c:~:~~~~fr~~~ 3~---------~:::·.:::~ 2 La Maddalena, 10,414 .... .. ...... 8 4 P1ombino, 30,843 ....................... C 3 
· Cascina·Navacchio, 23,739 .......... C 3 lanciano, 15,182 . .. .. E 3 Piove di Sacco,'6,230 .................. C 2 

g~~~ ~;;Von·i~·:·s:250--::: --·:::~ ~ t~~~~~~. 5~462. :·::::g ~ ~~~r,J~·8if.46s ·:::::~ ~ 
Cassino, 11,369 ........................ E 4 La Spezia, 111,768 ........ . .. B 2 Pistoia, 41,058 ...... ...C 2 
Castelfranco Veneto, 9,978 ........ 0 2 latina, 26.171 ... 0 4 Pogi:Jibonsi, 12,932 ........... C 3 
Castel Gandolfo, 2.851 ............... F 7 lavelle, 12,857.. .. ..... E.4 Pont·Canavese, 4,071 ............... A 2 
Castella{l'lmare del Golfo, Leece, 68,385 ............... G 4 Pontecorvo, 5,845 ................. 0 4 

16,581 ............................ .. .. 0 5 LeeCe, 47,468 ..... . .. B 2 Pontremoli, 4,839 . .~ .. c 2 
Castellammare di Stabia, leghorn, 152,517 .......... C 3 Popoli, 6,749 ...... .. .. E 3 
· 49,1))4 .......................... : ......... E 4 legnago, 10,126 .. .. ........ C 2 Pordenone, 29,461 ......... ...0 2 

Castel San Pietro Terme, 4,824 .. C 2 lendinara, 6,475 . .. ... C 2 Porto Civitanova, 18.288 ............ 0 3 
Castelvetrano, 30,009 ................ 0 6 Lentini, 31,788 ........................... E 6 Porto Empedocle, 16,110 ...... 0 6 
Castrovillari. 13.C63 . . ...... F 5 leonforte, 17,6~.. . ............ E 6 Portoferraio, 6,318 ....... ..C 3 
Catania,· 358,700 ... ..E 6 lic..:tta. 38,222 .......................... 0 6 Portofino, 735 ........................... 8 2 
Catanzaro, 44,100 ...................... F 5 Lido di Ostia, 25,662 ................. F 7 Portogruaro~ 8,913 .................... 0 2 
Cava de'Tirreni, 19,883 ........... E 4 lido di Venezia, 16,581 ........ 0 2 Portomaggiore, 5.532 ..... C 2 
Cavarzere. 6.109 . .. ........... 0 2 Lipari, 3,852 ............................ E 5 . Porto -Reca~ati, 4,986 .... 0 3 
Cecina, 13,749 . . ...... C 3 Uvorno (leghorn), 152,517 ......... C 3 Porto Torres, 10,108 ................. S 4 
CefalU. 10,360 ............................ E 5 Lodi, 34,281 . .. ...... B 2 Potenza. 34.216 .F 4 
Ceglie Messapico, 17,891 .... F 4 'Lonigo, 5.774 ....... C 2 Pozzallo, 11,862 ....... E 6 
Celano, 9,743 ....... . .. 0 3 Lucca, 45,398 ............................. C 3 Pozzuoli, 44,038 ................... 0 4 
Cerignola.- 43,345 ....... .. .. E 4 Lucera, 24,399 ..... . ...... E 4 Prato, 75,402 ............................ C 3 
Cernobbio. 6.857 . . .. ...... 8 2 Luge, 16,55() ....... . ... 0 2 Prima Porta. 9,978 . . ... F 6 
Cesena, 31,153 ........... . .. D 2 Macerata, 27,054.. ... . ... 0 3 PriV'erno, 9,154 ..... .. .... 0 4 
Cesenatico. 7.684 .. 0 2 Macomer. 7,782. .. ............... B 4 Putignano, 15,976 ................... F 4 
Chiari, 9,552 ....... .. : . ............ : ... C 2 Maglie, 12,205 ..... . .. .......... G 4 Quartu Sant'Eiena, 22,271 ..... 8 5 
Chiavari. 22.835 . . ....... 8 2 Manduria, 23.971 .......... .. ... F 4 Ragusa, 50,718 ..... E 6 
Chieri, 15,358 ......................... A 2 Manfredonia, 34,583 ................. F 4 Rapallo, 16,628 ........... B 2 
Chieti, 31,374 .. :... .. ........ E 3 Mantua, 55.806 . .. .. C 2 Ravenna. 56,815 . . ..... 0 2 
Chioggia, 25.058 ... .:.. ................. 0 2 Marino, 9,798 ... . ...... F 7 Recanati, 7.242 ......................... 0 3 
Chivas~. 11.806 ............... : .. A 2 Marsala, 34,294 ......................... 0 6 Reggio di Calabria, 93,964 ...... E 5 
Ciampino, 10.012 . .. ................. F 7 Martina Franca, 27,588 ........... F 4 Reggio nell'Emilia, 83,073 .C 2 

~ll~dd: 1ta~i:~. is:564 6 ~ ml~i~:;~~S:..s:s04 J j ~~·il:
2

~1b ::::.:::J i 
~i~~~revacie: 1F~JtCi.633··:.·:: .. ~_-_::::~ ~ Matera. 36,727 ........ : ............... F 4 Rimini, 72.720 ................... .. ... o 2 
Civitavecchia. a4.~ . . ...... C 3 Mazara del Vallo, 35,356 .......... 0 6 Rionero. in Vulture, 13,567 ........ E 4 
Clusone, 5.729 ............................ C 2 Mazzarino,_17,195. .. ........... E 6 Riva, 7\626 - ...... C 2 
Codriopo, 5.0i4 .......................... 0 2 Melfi, 15.122 ........ E 4 Rome (capJ. 2,043,055 .... F. 6 
Colle di Val d'Eisa, 7,329 .......... C 3 Menfi, 12,335 ............... 0 6 Rome, •2,656,104 ............. F 6 
Comacchio, 9.743 ........................ 0 2 Merano, 29.1$ .... .. ............. C 1 Roncigtione, 5,772 .. .. ....... C 3 
Comiso, 24,016 . . .................. E 6 Mesagne, 25,042 .... G 4 Rossano. 13,323 ......................... F 5 
Como, 64,301 .......... . ......... B 2 Messina, 202.095 ........................ E 5 Rovereto, 20,505 . . ............. C 2 
Conegliano, 16.910 ...................... 0 2 Mestre, 138.822 ................. 0 2 Rovigo, 22,804 ........................... C 2 
Conversano, 15,543 ............. F 4 Milan, 1,573.009 ................ 8 2 Ruvo di Puglia, 23,216 ............... F 4 
Corato, 38,n4 . . ...................... F 4 Milazzo, 14,034 . . ... E 5 Sala Consilina, &,742 ...... E 4 

~~~:g~~a:> C~i~b;~:-1'3'.'526-:::::::::J ~ ~~~:n~~~~io~tio ........... -_-_-:g ~ ~:l!~~- 1 ~~j7a··· ..... :.:.::::::::::·::::~ ~ 
.Corleone, 14,185 . . .. 0 6 Mistretta, 9.979 .... . ........ E 6 Safsomaggiore Terme, 10,376 .... B 2 

~~~~f~t~~A~!!zo. 4.291 ...... : .. ·:~ i_ ~~~fc~~· ~-~ 4 
.. : .... ------------::::::~ ~ ~:~~fa0;e~~·Fs1,··:.::::·.:::::::·.:::::·.:::~ ~ 

Cosenza, 70,201 .. . ... F 5 Mola di Sari, 22,397 .................. F 4 San Bartolomeo in Gaida, 8,745 .. E 4 
Courmayeur. 1,013 .... A 2 Molfetta, 61,22S ... .. ........ F 4 San Benedetto del Trooto, 

~;;~~~a~tX.~7s--: ......... ::::~ ~ ~~~~~~~r~·,~::3~~93' ::::::::::::::::::! ~ sa~.g~3taiCi~-.-··21j78 ·:::::::::::::·::::~ ~ 
g~~~~e,32~~8~~- .-· __ : ..... ::::::~ ~ Monfalcone, 26,708 .0 2 San Giovanni in Fiore, 16,528 .... F 5 

Monopoli, 25,161 ....................... F 4 San6~Jovanni in Persiceto, .C 
2 

~~;~~sn~~~~',~gs~a: ~-01_: __ :::~.---~ i ~~~~=j;~~- 1~:~ ·----~------ ---------~-g ~ · Sa~ Marco in lamis, 17,933 ...... E 4 

~~~1i;0 6~-~~6 . . ··········-~ ~ ~~~~~~;~!~~~~ 6i.~ . ...:g ~ Sa1~~~~~n~~-~--~-~~~-~-~~~:.' ............... E 4 


