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given to you at the White House event. Each has the Academy 
insignia, designed by Roy Lichtenstein, a former fellow] 

Greetings to all of you, and thanks so much for inviting me 
to this citadel of creativity and learning. 

On April 21st --Rome's 2,747th birthday --Adele and 
Caroline were at the White House to launch the Academy Centennial 
and the presentation of the Rome prize to next year's winners. It 
was a great occasion, and so is this opportunity to witness 
firsthand the energy and creativity of the Fellows and staff 
here. 

Today, as Americans and Europeans celebrate events that led 
to an end of tyranny on this continent 50 years ago, we can all 
reflect on democracy's role in strengthening our cultural life. 

By uniting around a common cause during World War 2, great 
nations and great peoples were able to b~ild a lasting peace. And 
with that peace came a re-affirmation ofjthe freedoms we cherish 
-- freedoms that encourage artistic, creative, and intellectual 
expression. l 

· Of course, the roots of modern cultural and intellectual 
life can be traced, at least in part, toiancient Rome. And that's 
why it is so fitting that 1 the Academy is;here --in a city so 
steeped in art, architecture, history, literature, music, and 
ideas. ' I 

i 

I just had the chance to see the exhibition "American Art in 
Italian Collections," which is wonderfuliy symbolic of the 
alliance and friendship that has enduredlbetween the United 
States and Italy for many years. l 

Your presence at the Academy is but!another example of that 
relationship. You are here because you a~e the best that America 
has to offer. And no doubt your time in Rome will add to the 
artistic and scholarly contributions you 1make -- not just to 
American culture but to the enrichment o~ w.orld civiliza~ion. 

I envy the time 
magnificent city and 
seeing the fruits of 

you will have to ab~orb what this 
country have to offer. And I look 
your labors in the years ahead. 
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I 
H~re are the few worn~ we cliscuecod that, we bupe, will .be u,;p.ful 
to you in prep=.r i11y Mrs. <.:linton for hl;)r vi~it at the Alneri~;.:11u 
Acactemy in Rome. M';:my thanks for oll yo\:u; bt:lp. Please call T..isa, 
:Jeffory in New Yot·k at 212 "/!:>l-7200, nr :rhe in Rome at 011 39 6 5S4-
6.L it. you have any quastion. : 

Everyone is vAry much lookinc; forwa.rd tv having Mrs. Clinton and 
Melanne hera! I 

Adele 

I 

I 
I 

\ 
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• i 
Ft;!llows ana Friends nf the Amer~oan Aead..emy in Rome, greetings 

!rom washington. This is:: almoct a. reunioh, lJ~cause Adele and 
I 

caro~ine ann T w~ra at the White House L~etner on Aprjl 21st 
I 

Rome's 2, 747th birthday -- for the lauu.:;hlnq of the AcadP.my 
i 

Centennil\l and the pr¢ocntation of the Rome Prize to ntr!'ll't y~ar's: 
I 

I 

It is: thE:~rof ore approp!: iat..~ l.ha t 1n this l import.ant year we 
I 

actually visit Rome anu this wonderful jn~=:t.itution in it:.c three 
l 

dimencionG. It has be~u a pleasure to se~ TNhqr~ you Pellowo 
I 

actually·wcrk, and Lu see the exhibition ]"AmP.rican Art in Itulian 
. ' 

Collcction:s" -- the yu.ality ot these wot-k1s of art is a perfect 
I 
I 

reminder of tha excitement and inspiration that come~ from being 

an American ~.ctist ln Rome-- T know this\ ie: true a.lao for 
I . . 
I 

.schola.&:.:.;. This show exempli'f'iA!':. what can happen when two nations 
I 

I 
app~eciaLe one another -- thP.Re are all w9rkc creQted by 

. I 

Alne• iC<l.Uo 1 ana I understand t.hey a:re all owned by It(\ linn:;; lu 
I 

Rome. I 
I 
I 
t 
I 

! I hope you teel lnr.kyJ I know you hctve work<:d hAnl Lu get t:o this 
I 

point, ana that yn11 w<l!i?re chosen becauae ytiu were th~ best, but it 
I 

must be. thrillin~ nAv~rtheless to occupy t_hese marv~luus studios 
i 

and st.Ud1es, and t.his library 1 and to ho.ve: all the ,t~hyslcal and 
I 

i 
i 
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mental cu:Jtenan<::e yvu need to do yonr work, and ;;111 of Romt::l at 
I 

· your fingertips, nvt to mention your fe~t! 
l 
I 

I 
I 

It it; sobering Lo be among those 'I"'P.pre!;~nting the Uniteu sta"tes 
r 

on this cfficid.l trip to obsP.rve th& end.l of a terrilJle world war, 
I 

nnd it i:::> great to know f".hat each of youl is hen~ representing 

so:rnethlng joyous -- Amer tcan creativity ·I 
I 
I 

I R.::llsh this time and thi.s place, and know tl1aL by making the moRt 
! 

or lt, you are undouhtedly preparing youiselves tor usetul, 
i 

interesting and prnduciivQ lives. You stdwl for all the AlnP-rican 

artists and s~hnlars ~ho competed to be tiere, tor all whn came in 
1 

the last cent.\1ry, and for oll who will wa~lK through tha~P. ~JatQi:: 

in the next CJP.nerations. 13ccilu~e sur~ly i~ !s throuqh t-.hP. arts, 
. . I 

and scnolarshi.p that both the United States and Italy wi.ll 
i 

continue tn make their enduring cvntributions to civilization. 
I 

Ann in that purGuit we w~ul. you and Rome 

flotJ,..ish! 

And now I want to meet every one of you. 

I 
and 
I 
i 
i 

the Academy to 


