1994 DISTINGUISHED PRO BONO SERVICE AWARD
SAN DIEGO VOLUNTEER LAWYER PROGRAM
"JUSTICE FOR ALL" DINNER |
PROPOSED ACCEPTANCE REMARKS

FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON

My best wishes to all of you celebrating the San Diego Volunteer
Lawyer Program’s "Justice For All" Awards Dinner tonight;‘ I
congratulate all of you on your excellent, nationally recognized, pro
bono program. | am honored to receive your Distinguished Pro Bono
Service Award and | thank you.

The need for indigent legal services has never been greater. | ah
pleased with the f’resident's recent appointments to the Legal
Services. Corporation Board because they are individuals who are
truly committed to the prenﬁse that greater access to justice requires
a strong and stable legal services delivery systefn. | am confident_
that the new Board will bring vitality and creativity to a Ieng-
neglected program. |

| am struck, however, by the reality that the legal needs of the



poor will never be fully met by governmental programs. The pfivate
bar mus'f play a crucial role in meeting this need through local,
organized pro bono p'rograms‘ such as the San Diego Volunteer
Lawyer Program. Such programs encourage "a,nd ‘support the
participation of law firms,’lawyers, law students and other legai
workers in assisting \poor people with a wide variety of legal needs.
1"he growth of pro bono programs is the most significaﬁt
- development in legal se.rvicwes in a &égade.

| commend ythe American Bar Association for its adoption of
revised Rule 6.1 of the Model Rules of Professional Conduct, which
sets a standard of at least 50 hours of Vpr'o bono puBlico Alegal
services each year for all lawyers. | call on local bar associations to
promote that standard and to supporf local pte bono programs, such
as the San Diego'leunteer Lawyer Program.

| commend the Pro Bono Law Firm of the Year and the Pro Bono
Attorney of the Year who will be announced shortly. You and all of
the volunteers of S.D.V.L.P. make equal access to justice avreal’ity.

Again | would like to thank you for this Award. | am with you in

spirit and you have my best wishes on this special evening.




U.S. Department of Justice

United States Attorney
Southemn District of California

United States Courthouse : . (619) 557.5690

940 Front Street, Room 5152 " ' ;
San Diego, California 92101-8800 - . Fax (619) 557-5782

Ms. Anne Bartley
Assistant to the First Lady
Office of the First Lady
White House - (OECOB) Room 100
Washington, D.C. 205009

Re: Request For Videotape Acceptance Of
Distinguished Service Award
By The First Lady

- Dear Anne:

Enclosed for your information is the letter I sent today to

Lisa Caputo as you suggested. I have also enclosed all attachments

. including the proposed acceptance remarks and our - prior

. correspondence. I am sending the Award in a large box to you in a
separate package. - -

: I 51ncerely appreczate your efforts in hav1nq *he v1deotaped
7 acceptance made.

Please call me at (619) 557-5690 ifkyqu‘need;eny further
1nformatlon. , S _

very truly

" “ALAN D. BERSIN .
United States Attorney

Enclosures

cc: Ms. Lisa Caputo
Press Secretary.
to the First Lady

‘Ms. Maria T. Arroyo-Tabin
- President, San Diego
‘Volunteer Lawyer Program




%A\ DIEGO VOLUNTEER LAWYER PR()GRA\I

1305 Seventh Avenue. Suite 100. San Diego. CA 92101

L (619) 238-8100. FAX: (619) 238-8145

;.ibg.; ,

M o

j‘\;‘ v , . , , MARIA T. ARROYO-TABIN. Esq.
oy : ‘ i Presidemt

s S S o - CARLR. POIROT. Exg,

© Evecntive Directo

Flrst Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
‘The White House
- Washington, D.jc.

Re: 1994 DISTINGUISHED PRO BONO SERVICE AWARD
Dear Mrs. Cllnton

On behalf of more than 2 500 San Diego Volunteer Lawyer
Program volunteers and the 10,000 poor people served annually by |
our program, we are proud to present you with our 1994
Distinguished Pro Bono Service Award, in recognition of your
dedication and leadership over two decades in bringing equal justice
to the poor and d:sadvantaged

Your commitment to pro bono work was demonstrated beginning
as a law student at Yale, through your work as a legal intern with
the New Haven University Legal Services Program. The commitment

- continued with your work for the Children’s Defense Fund first
during law school summer months and then as a Staff Attorney.

- As a faculty member at the University of Arkansas School of Law,
you established the Ozark Legal Services Program and served on the
Arkansas State Advisory Committee for the Legal Services
Corporation. In 1977, you were appointed to the Board of Directors
of the Legal Services Corporation by President Carter and served as
its Chair from 1978 to 1981. Under your leadership, legal resources

- for the poor in this nation almost tripled. You also served as Chair
of the Board of the Children’s Defense Fund from 1986 to 1991, as

" well as the Chair of the American Bar Associations’s Commission on
Women in the Profession from 1987 to 1991. '

5. zDe Vit ceer L.m\e:i’og 1S 5,008 ¢db R .
" The San Diego Counry Bur Association: Lawvers ClubefSanDego Legal Aid Socien o tSan Diego: Bar Association of Northern Sa n Diege Counry




Throughout your career, you have provided dedicated . and
‘effective leadership in expanding equal access to the justice system
for the poor. The legal profession and the community at large are
indebted to you for your many significant accomplishments.

‘For these reasons, the San Diego Volunteer Lawyer Program
could find no person more deserving of our "1994 Distinguished Pro
Bono Service Award”, which will be recognized at our annual
"Justice For All" dinner on June 10, 1994. -

Smcerely yours,

%WJW ki @,Aﬁ@mﬂ“

MARIA T. ARROYO-TABIN CARL R. POIROT
President - N Executtve Dfrector




S8AN DIEGO VOLUNTEER " LAWYER PROGRAM

1305 _Seventh Auenue, #100 -
: San Diego, CA 52101
(619) 238-8100

The San Diego Volunteer Lawyer Program (SDVLP) is a private, non-profit, charitable corporation
"established in 1983 to provide pro bono legal services to the County’s indigent residents. Ithas since
evolved into San Diego’s primaryresource for pro bono legal services. Utilizing a panel of more than
2,500 volunteers from the legal and other professions, SDVLP assists 10,000 indigent and needy :
‘M&mﬁxeawh year. Itspriority areas for service are designed to address the most -
_pressing legal concerns of vilnerable client groups, including victims of domestic violence, abused and
dependent children, the physically and mentally challenged, persons living with HIV and AIDS, and
the growing number of destitute nnd homeless men, women and children.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PREVENTION PBOJECI‘

Services to victims of domestic abuse are accomplished through the Domestic Violence

- Prevention Project. This Project is a clinic program sponsored and operated by SDVLP in

- coordination with local bar associations, the San Diego Superior Court, the Office of the County
Clerk, and the YWCA Battered Womerni’s Services. It provides on site legal assistance and
referralsfor psychosocial and other support services to over 6,000 clients annually from locations
-throughout the County, including the YWCA, Unionof PanAmanCommumtxes and the downtown,
Vista and El Cajon branches of the San Diego Superior Court. ‘

CHILDREN AND YOUTH LAW PROJECI‘ . '

SDVLP services for abused and negiected children are offered through its Chxldren and Youth Law
Project. Working in collaboration withthe County Department of Social Services, and St. Vincent
de Paul Toussaint Teen Center, the SDVLP staff and volunteers provide representatxon to
children- and minors in guardianship actions, mm:p‘anon law matters, and in initial and
appellant filings f'or S8I benefits.

JOINT AIDS LEGAL SERVICES PROJECT '

The Joint AIDS Legal Services Project is the County’s sole pro bono legal resource for pemons
‘living with HIV and AIDS. Aciivities include a weekly legal clinic, follow-up sxgnature session
and home and hospital visits. Operated and coordinated by the Project’s sponsoring agencies
which include SDVLP, the Legal Aid Society of San Diego and the AIDS Foundation San
Diego, the project serves over 1,000 clients each year from sites located in the South Bay North
- County and metropolitan San Dxego areas. ,

FEDERAL CIVIL RIGHTS PROJECT

The Federal Civil Rights Project provides legal representat.lon toa hmxted number of mdxgent
plaintiffs seeking civil remedies for alleged discriminationand violations of theircivil rights. It is
sponsored by SDVLP in collaboration withthe Federal District Court, which provxdes financial
‘support and generates referrals for this model program.

-LEGAL ASSISTANCE TO VICI‘D(S OF HATE VIOLENCE

SDVLP’s recently established program to assist indigent persons harmed by hate-based criminalacts is
another successful collaboration involving the State Bar of California, the City. of San Diego’s

- Human Relations Commission, and local and minority Bar Associations. Through this partnership,
meritorious cases are identified, assessed, and referred to a trained panel of volunteer
attomeys who prcmde the necessary legal counsel on a pro bono basis.




' DEBTOB RELIEF PROGRAM - ‘

Destitute individuals and familiesin danger of loging their homes and possesmons are afforded lega.\
assistance through SDVLP’s Debtor Relief/Bankruptcy Program. Service delivery is accomplished
. through a monthly legal clinic in which eligible applicants receive information, advice, and referrals to
~pro bono attorneys who provide representation in the Chapter 7 Bankruptcy filings. .

POIJTICAL KEF'UGEE PROJECT

A collaboration of SDVLP and the Legal Aid Society of San Dlego, the Political Refugee Pro;ect
is designed to assist undocumented immigrants eligible for legal status in the United States under the
asylum provisions of the immigration statutes. Over 100 clients from countries including »
Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador, Somalia and the former Soviet Socialists Republics have
been granted political axylum in t.he Umted States as a result of the pro bono efforts of this
panel’s attorneys. .

LEGAL CLINIC PROGRAM

The Legal Clinic Program provides on-site legal assistance at. eommumty'based agencies and
programs throughout San Diego County. Although the majorityof the clients’ concerns are focused
in family law, all legal areas are addressed and referrals to SDVLP or other legal resources are
provided as necessary. - SDVLP has established clinics at the downtown San Diego YWCA, the
Options for Recovery and Crash Options Programs, Chxldrens Hospxtal’s Family Violence
Project, and the Vista Veterans Center.

WOMEN'S RESOURCE FAIR

Jointly sponsored by SDVLP, the San Dxego County Bar Association, the Lawyers Club of
.San Diego, and the Legal Aid Society of San Diego, the Womeqs Resource Fair is a day-long
community event held annually to assist homeless and battered women and their children..
During 1993, over 300 volunteers from public and private agencies and heath care facilities
participated in the event which served over 600 women and children. Assistance was provxded in
a variety areas including medical and mental heaith care, dental, legal (civil and criminal),
‘employment training and information, shelter and housing, and public benefits. In addition, fair
organizers arranged for free transportation to and from the event; a lunch and late afternoon meal,
complete with entertainment during the noon break; childcare for infants and toddlers; children’s
.activities for older children and youth; make ovem, baircuts; and the distribution of donated -
clothing and personal hyglene items.

CHARITABLE AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS '
. Legal assistance is provided to nonprofit agencies and organizations serving the poor in matters
. relating to- mcorpomtxon, tax-exempt status, personnel pohcxes and related corporate matters,




U.S. Department of Justice

" United States Attorney
. Southern District of Califomia |

" United States Courthouse (619) 557-5690

940 Froeu Sereet, Room 5152

 San Diego, California 92101-8800 ' Fax (619) 557-5782

" ‘March 1, 1994

Ms. Anne Bartley

Assistant to the First Lady
Office of the First Lady
white House ~ (OEOB) Room 100
Washington, D.C.. 20500

Dear Anne:

. This shall follow-up on ny request that the First Lady arrange, by
means of a pre-recorded video taped message of several minutes, to
‘accept the 1994 Distinguished Pro Bono Service Award from the
San Diego Volunteer Lawyer Program (SDVLP). The Award would be
given (in_absentja) at the SDVLP's annual Justice For All Dinner,
scheduled on June 10, 1954 .

As we have discussed 1 commend the SDVLP highly to.the First Lady.
It is San Diego .County's primary pro bono 1legal services
organization and is celebrating its tenth anniversary this year.
SDVLP has established an extraordinarily successful record of
service to the poor, receiving acknowledgement of that fact from
the American Bar Association, the State Bar of California, and the
National Association of Pro Bono Coordinators among other
organizations and agencies. With some 2,500 volunteers, composed
of lawyers serving the public in federal state and local law
offices as well as attorneys from the prlvate sector, SDVLP served
more than 10,000 indigent clients. in each of the last two years.
It has desxgned and implemented model programs to serve victims of
domestic violence, dependent and disabled children and youth,
persons living with AIDS and HIV infection, the homeless, mentally
ill and disabled veterans, persons whose civil rights have been
violated, refugees seeking asylum, families in economic distress
due to loss of employment, nonprofit charitable organizations
serving the poor and numerous other needy families and individuals
needing legal assistance.

The First Lady's long standing dedication to the delivery of legal
services to indigent persons makes her a primary role model for
attorneys in our community who are called upon to donate their time
and talent as a matter of community obllgatlon. Her availability

(by v1deotape) to help mark the tenth anniversary of the SDVLP
would result in an honor to the organization that is well deserved.




Ms. Anne Bartley
Assistant to the First Lady
March 1, 1994 .
Page 2 '

-I am enclosing, for your information and reference, descriptive
material pertaining both to the San Diego Volunteer Lawyer Program
as well as to past annual dinners. 1Included among the materials
are the proposed texts of the award presentation and of suggested
"acceptance remarks" to be videotaped by - the First Lady for
delivery at the June 10th dinner. ,

Please call . me at (619) 557-5690 . in the event additional
information concerning this matter is needed. Thank you for your
‘help. o : .

Yours 51nce z

/ALAN D7 BERSIN 2 Sl
United States Attorney

VAbB:rkh _
Enclosures

o . )
cc: 'Maria T. Arroyo-Tabin - President .
- Carl R. Poirot - Executive Director
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1305 Seventh Avcnuc Suite 100, San Diego, CA 92101
- (619) 2‘38-8’100 FAX: (619) 238-8145 A

MARIA T. ARROYO- TABIN, Esq

President

: f : 'CARL R. POIROT. Esq.
: : Executive Director

o ‘ HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON ~

1994 DISTINGUISKBD PRO BONO SERVICE AWARD PRESEHTATION

" The San Diego Volunteer Lawyer Program is proud to present to First
Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton its 1994 Distinguished Pro Bono Service
Award ,

This Award is bestowed in recognition of The First Lady’s
dedication and leadership over two decades in bringing equal
justice to the poor and disadvantaged.

‘The First Lady began her involvement with pro bono legal services
as a law student at Yale University, working as a legal intern with
. the New Haven University Legal Services Program and, during the
" summer months, with the Children’s Defense Fund in Washington, D.C.
Upon graduation from Law Scliool, she became a Staff Attorney for
the Children‘’s Defense Fund.

In 1974, She,joined the faculty at the University of Arkansas
School of Law in Fayettville where she helped establish the Ozark
Legal. Services Program and served in the Arkansas’ State Advisory
Committee for the Legal Services Corporation.

In 1977, She was appointed to,the Board of Directors of the Legal
Services Corporation by President Carter, serving as its Chair from
1978 until 1981. Under her leadership, legal resources to the poor
throughout the nation almost tripled. -

The First Lady served as Chair of the Board of the Children’s
-Defense Fund from 1986 until 1991 and Chair of the American Bar

Association’s Commission on Women in the ProfeSSion from 1987 until
1991. ,

Throughout her distinguished legal career, The First Lady has
provided dedicated and effective leadership in expanding equal
access to the justice system for the poor. She has worked to
create the national system of legal services and to. ensure the
quality of such services.

The legal. profession and the indigent community are indebted.to her
for her many significant accomplishments.

With this award, the San Diego Volunteer Lawyer Program honors and
commends The First. Lady for her leadership and commitment to the .
prinCiples of Equal Justice For All. :

-an Durga Yolunteer Lawver Program is :ponscmd bs

The San Diego Counry Bar Associarion; Lawvers Club of San Diego; lzga! Aid Socierv of San Diego: Bar Association of hom‘:cm Sari Diego C ounry




' SAN DIEGO VOLUNTEER LAWYER PROGRAM
. 1395 Seventh Avenue, Suite 100, San. Diego, CA 92101 ‘
(619) 238-8100 FAX: (619)238-8145

MARIA T. ARROYO-TABIN. Esq.

Presidemt

CARL R. POIROT. Esq. -
Execurive Director

1994 DISTINGUISHED PRO BONO SERVICE AWARDS
r:[nsr’ LADY'S Acczp'rzncr REMARKS

The need for 1ndlgent legal services has never been greater,
as the nation’s economic, social and legal systems become more
Q complex. ' '

, I am pleased thh the President’s recent appoxntments to the
"~  Legal Services Corporation Board, because they are individuals who
are. truly committed to the premise that greater access to justice
requires a strong and stable legal services delivery system. I am
confident that the new Board will brlng v1talxty and creatlvity to

a long-neglected program.- , v

I am struck, however, by the reality that the legal needs of
the poor ‘will never be fully met ‘by governmental programs. The
private bar must play a crucial role in meeting this need. through
local, organized pro bono programs like the San Diego Volunteer :ﬂ
Lawyer Program. Such programs have the capacity to generate
millions of dollars worth of legal.services through the volunteer
participation «f law firms, lawyers, law students and other legal
workers. The growth of pro bono programs across the nation is the’J
most significant development in legal services in a decade.

I commend the American Bar Association’s adoption of revised
Rule 6.1 of the Model Rules of Professional Conduct, ‘setting a
standard of at least 50 hours of pro bono publico legal services
each year for all lawyers. I call on local bar associations to
‘promote that standard among your membershlps and to support your
'local programs. : ,

A It is only through the generous‘dcnatxon of yOur time and your
expertise to.supplement the legal services programs that the goal
- of equal access to justice can be reached.

I am honcred by this award and I thank you. My best wishes to
all of you celebrating the San Diego Volunteer Lawyer Program’'s
Justice For All Awards Dinner. I am with you in spirit and
congratulate all of you for your excellent pro bono program.

- Sun Diepo Veluneer Law ver., ogram is 3ronmfed b

The San Di.go Caurm Bu: Aszaciation: a‘xmms Ci luh nf San Dievo: Legal Aid Sociers af San Dicgo: bar A:sociation of Northern San D'ego Tounry




April 21-23, 1994

' AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION
1994 PRO BONO CONFERENCE

 |First Lady to be eco gmzed
- w1th pro bono award

ustudyl-mlaryRodhamChnmnntomemthelmDsnn
guished Pro Bopo Service Award from the San Dscgo Volunteer
Lawyer Program.

" This sward is bestowed in recognitioa of the First Lady’s dedication

mdkadcrsh:pmbrmgmgequﬁj\mwthpoonndwwb -

over the past two decades.
mFustLadybeganhcrmvolvmmwnhpmbomkgdmm

a Law student at Yale University, working as 8 legal intern with the New

Haven University Legal Services Progam and,’ during the summer

months, with the Childrea’s Defense Fund in Washington, D.C. Upon ‘

| ,.gmduumfmnthdxooL:hebmnShﬁAﬂomyforthe

-| Children's Defense iund.

In 1974, she joined the faculty ntbeUmvemtyofAmnmScbolof
Law in Fayettville xzre she helped establish the Ozark Legal Services
ngrm:ndmedmmeAﬂmvamCommforme
Legal Services Corporation. ‘

+ In 1977, she was appmnwdmthewofmnmdmugal
' SemwsCorpormbmedentCaﬂu serving as its Chair from 1978
until 1981, Under ber leadership, kplmtothepoorthxwghout

the pation almost tripled.
TheFxrstLadyscrveduQmoﬁheBardoﬁbe(hﬂdm ’s Defense

Fundfroml%éunﬂ!l”lmdauroﬁhcAmmanBummnm s |

Commission on Woraen in the Profession from 1987 uatil 1991.
Throughout her distinguished legal career, the First Lady has provided
dedicated and effective leadexshxpmupmdmgbtbcdmdvmnged
mmmmemmmmmmwmmm
symmofkplcmcaandmmmthequabqofmdumm

| legal profession mdthexndxgemmmnmtymmdebtedtoheriorher ;

many significant sccomplishments. ,

“The San Diego Volunteer Lawyer Program bovors and commends the
First Lady for ber leadershxp and commitment to the principles of Equal
Justice For AlL
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Copyright 1993 The San Diego Umon-Tnbune
The San Diego Union:Tribune

o July 26, 1993, Monday.:
SECTION: LOCAL
Ed. 1,234 '
Pg. B-1
LENGTH: 1227«w0rds

HEADLINE: Poor find access to legal help restncted Agencres depend on bar for funds;
income down

BYLINE: SHARON L. JONES
Staff Writer

" BODY: .

If not for the help of Legal Aid Socrety attorneys, Jean Moorhouse isn't sure how she and
her disabled daughter would have survived.

The public law firm's staff has helped the 72—year -old Hillcrest resident challenge the state
government's attempts to reduce her daughter Mary's in-home health services and payments

for medications.

"Without Legal Aid, I don't know; I hate to think of where we would be," said Moorhouse,
whose only income is federal Social Security checks. "1 would be totally lost."

People like Moorhouse will have a tougher time gettrng free legal representation on civil

 matters after layoffs at the Legal Aid Society and other pubhc law firms due to the recession.

A $400,000 drop in fundmg forced the Legal Aid Socrety to cut its 62-member Staff by 12'
earher this month.

About 125 public law agencies statewide receive fundmg through a program organized in
the early 1980s by the State Bar of California. The money comes from interest on trust
accounts set up by attorneys for their clients.

Lowered interest rates reduced the money available from these accounts from $22.5 million
in fiscal 1992-93 to $15 million for fiscal 1993-94. That change reduced the amount of money

received by agencies serving San Diego County from $1. 4 million last fiscal year to
$975,000 this fiscal year.

. Other agencies affected include the University of San Diego's legal clinic, the -San Diego -



Vgl-ofntgeruﬁa‘wyeré’l’ro'grarn,»'Senlor Legal Services, California Indian Legal Services and
California Rural Legal Assistance.

' San Diego attorney Ned Huntington, who sits on the state bar's board ofgovernors, said
banks have cut interest rates on lawyer trust accounts from 3 percent to about 1.5 percent.
The association is negotiating with bank leaders for higher interest rates, he said.

The funding cutbacks for public law agencies come at a time when the number of people
living below federal poverty levels is rising steadily. In San Diego County, the ranks of
~ the poor grew from 190, 000 in 1980 to 300,000 in 1990, according to Gregory Knoll, director
of Legal Aid.

This trendtmakes people like Al Walkoe worry about the continued stalrility of society.
"If people don't have access to the legal system, they get frustrated and that frustration
. turns to violence," said Walkoe, a retired lawyer who runs San Drego Fnends of Legal Ald

Socrety a fund-raising group.

Carl Polrot drrector of the San Drego Volunteer Lawyers Program is srrmlarly concerned.A :

.

B ¢ think we should try to rnaintain as much access.to our legal system as possible since our |
whole society. is based on access to legal remedy," he said. "If you don't, then you create real -
‘soc1eta.l problems.” ' ’ '

Legal A1d lost four lawyers and two paralegals in its cutback Knoll said. The agency |
closed 10,404 cases in fiscal 1991-1992, mcludmg 755 funded with interest from the
lawyer—chent accounts. -

Some insiders ques‘troned Knoll's handling of the layoffs, noting that the only manager laid
off was a low-paid admlmstratwe assistant. The same 1nsrders charged that the people let go
had da.red to challenge Knoll :

Knoll sard the layoffs were based on. performance

Longtrme critics of Legal Aid feel the agency was not effectlve when fully staffed.
" . Charges of mismanagement have drawn investigations by Legal Services Corp. , but have
never been substantlated :

"My frank impres(siontis that this offio‘e is weak," said a lawyer who formerly worked for -
Legal Aid. "I don't know why " :
*“The San Drego Volunteer ‘Lawyers Program lost nearly $93, 000 or 40 percent of its
. funding, ffom the lawyer trust. fund accounts for fiscal 1993-94, Poirot said. That follows a
.14 percent cut last year. . S :



"That was a huge chunk of change for us," said Poirot, whose agency matches volunteer
private lawyers with poor clients, lends legal assistance and stages legal clinics.

He reduced his staff of 15 by three people this year through attrition.

The agency, whlch served about 11 000 clients last year, gets as many as 40 calls a day
from prospectlve cllents and turns away a quarter of those requests, he said.

"Sometimes we get backlogged and have to shut down intake completely, said Poirot,
whose staff works with 2,000 volunteer pr1vate lawyers and 500 paralegals.

_ At USD's law clinic, the lawyer-client trust fund account amounted to only. 10 percent of
the operating budget :

To compensate for the drop in funding, the clinic's director, Terry Player, laid off a -
Spanish-speaking receptionist who also acted-as interpreter with the agency's Latino clients.

~ She also cut the hours of an 1mm1gratlon attorney and shifted the salary of a paralegal to
the un1versrty payroll so she could protect that pos1tlon

"The ultimate effect is that fewer clients will be served," Player said. "In general, the
reduction means we've got to find other sources to pay for attorneys and clerical staff."

At the Welfare Rights OrganiZation Executive Director Eleanor Slaughter is still advising
. welfare recipients that they might contact Legal Aid for advice, but she warns that they may
not receive any assistance. :

"We dont want to be referring clients who will be turned down," she said. "I don't want to
discourage people, but I let them know that their staff has been reduced drastically."

Slaughter is feeling Legal Aid's losses,' since the agency's employees have long acted as her
legal advisers. At the same time, she is struggling with her own financial constraints.

Her funding'was reduced by United Way this year. Down to fewer than two positions,
Slaughter is overwhelmed by the requests from some of the 12, 00 people applying for
welfare assistance each month.

GRAPHIC: 1 PHOTO; Nan Grey Laine: Actress in '30s, '40s movies, on radio.; Courting.
trouble: Jean (right) and Mary Moorhouse received legal help in their battle with a state
agency. But others may not get it because agencies are cutting back. (B-8)
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Copyright 1993 News World Communications, Inc.
The Washington Times .

Jllne 1,_1993, Tuesday, Final Edition
SECTION:iPa.rt D, LIFE: ABOUT TOWN; Pg. D2
LENGTH 348 words |
HEADLINE: Legal Serv1ces' 'fam1ly reunion’

BYLINE: Jeffrey Staggs; THE WASHINGTON TIMES

- BODY:

" Hillary Rodham Clinton, you have always been our first lady," said F.-Wm. McCalpin.
He was speaking on behalf of the National Legal Aid & Defender Association (NLADA) at
its third annual awards dinner Thursday.

The first lady was given a spec1al tribute by the association, wh1chprov1des legal aid for

the poor.

The mood at the Washington Hilton was chummy at what dinner co-chairwomanEsther
Lardent called "this incredible family reunion." The-crowd of more than 600 was visibly
overjoyed to have one of their own in the White House. :

Most legal aid lawyers are funded by the Legal Services Corp. Mrs.Clinton was
appointed to the corporation's board in 1977 by President Carter (funny how his name keeps
popping -up these days) and served as its chairwoman from 1978 to 1980. During her tenure
federal funding for legal services catapulted from $125 million to $321 million. '

- Though no one mentioned it explicitly, virtually everyone who spoke referredin some |
oblique way to the troubles Legal Services Corp. went through under the Reagan and Bush
administrations. ’

"The Legal Services Corp. , the public defender system, all the work thatyou do has stood
the test of time," Mrs. Clmton sa1d "It did not crumble and wither in the face of

- opposition."

The Legal’ Services Corp. was created in the late '60s to be "the legalarm of the war on

-poverty," said Marna S. Tucker, introduced as the first lady of the Washington Bar, who was

also honored by the association. "It was a time of great hope

But, "For over a decade now legal services advocates have been in a strugglemerely to’
survive." .




Attorney General Janet Reno gave an impassioned speech - without notes -in which she
called on the law profession to be more activist. She was interrupted numerous times by
applause. '

"Let's tell prosecutors across the land that they will never be able tobuild enough prisons
unless we invest in children," she said. She was preaching to a liberal choir, true, but her
conviction can't be argued. GRAPHIC: Photos, A) National Legal Aid & Defender
Association dinner. First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton with NLADA Executive Director
Clinton Lyons; B) Attorney General Janet Reno (right) chats with Angela Davis., Both By
Vivian Ronay/The Washington Times

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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