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Thanks for the introduction, Sandy. I'm honored and 
flattered to accept the John Dewey Award. But I'd like to 
reiterate that the real heroes and heroines in the country are 
people who work every day -- and often under difficult 
circumstances -- to make our nation better with little or no 
recognition for their efforts. And that applies to many of you 
in this audience and to the teachers in schools across our 
country. 

It's truly a pleasure for me to speak to you. I'm sorry I 
couldn't be with you in New York in the company of such a 
distinguished group of educators and community leaders, but I'm 
about to leave for south Africa to participate in the historic 
celebration of that nation's democracy. What has happened there 
has filled me with hope and optimism -- not only about the 
potential for democracy to spread throughout the world -- but 
also about our potential here at home to overcome the challenges 
we face as a nation today. 

There are two people in particular that I would like to 
thank and congratulate today who represent the kind of commitment 
and dedication we need more of in All of our communities. 

Chuenee (Sha-NAY) Sampson has shown great courage for her 
efforts to ease racial tensions among Brooklyn high school 
students. Chuenee, your work is commendable and serves as an 
example for all of us to get involved in the lives of children at 
risk. 

And Gary Smith -- you are an example of the thousands of 
teachers in New York City and around the country who are working 
to make a difference in children's lives, and who risk their own 
safety to protect their students from harm. 

I understand Ramon Cortines is there, so I'd like to say 
hello to him, and also to the members of Congress who are with 
you today: Charlie Rangel, Nita Lowey, Jerry Nadler, Major Owens 
and Ed Townes. 

Teachers today are even more dedicated than ever before. 
Today, too often, you must brave personal danger in your schools, 
in your neighborhoods a·nd even in your own classrooms. Too 
often, you must serve as surrogate parents for the children in 
your classes -- and provide stability, discipline and love. 



You know and I know that nothing is more important to our 
nation's future than our children. And I want to assure you that 
this Administration has placed children squarely on the forefront 
of the national agenda. That's because the President believes 
that our children should start school ready to learn, and should 
stay in school through graduation day. 

The administration is working to expand Head Start to give 
100,000 more kids the opportunity to experience a fostering 
learning environment. The President signed the Goals 2000 
legislation a few months ago, which for the first time sets 
world-class standards for every school in America, and empowers 
communities with the flexibility to achieve these goals. This 
week, he signed the School to Work Act -- an agenda for lifetime 
learning that helps restore opportunity and hope for children 
from the time they are born. And in September, as part of our 
new commitment to national service, the Americorps program will 
send 20,000 people to help out communities around the country, in 
return for money they can use toward their educations. 

The Clinton Administration also is working hard to make our 
streets safer to walk on, and our schools safer to teach and 
learn in. The Brady Law was finally signed after years of 
gridlock. The Congress is working on a tough new crime bill that 
would put 100,000 more police officers on the streets. 

And just a few days ago, the House of Representatives voted 
to enact an historic ban on 19 deadly assault weapons. 

Still, one important initiative remains: Health care 
reform. And it is essential to improving the lives of children 
across the nation. Because you know, as well as I do, that no 
matter what kinds of proqrams we can provide for our kids, we 
can't teach them if they're not healthy. When so many children 
are lacking basic health care, how can we expect them to be able 
to concentrate on their studies? 

That's just one of the many reasons President Clinton and I 
are working hard to reform the health care system. But there are 
many more. 

Several years ago, when one of the first school-based health 
clinics was opened in a New York City public high school, it was 
intended to serve as a part-time resource. Almost immediately, 
it became clear that about 90 percent of the students -- 90 
percent! -- had never had a check-up before. 

Nearly 10 million children under 18 have no health insurance 
-- and the rate is increasing. About 30 percent never received 
childhood immunizations. Nearly half of today's private health 
plans don't pay for preventive services for children. 



Today, children are too often the victims of a health care system that is broken. 

The President's approach attempts to fix the system and glve 
children the right start in life. And, despite what some 
opponents would have you believe, his approach is not that 
complicated. In fact, it's pretty simple. 

It begins with the firm belief that every American deserves 
health security. That means guaranteed private insurance that 
offers comprehensive health benefits that can never be taken away. 

The President's approach: 

* Will ensure that every American can choose his or her 
doctor or health plan 

* It will outlaw unfair insurance practices 
* It will preserve and strengthen Medicare 
* And it will quarantee benefits at work 

The President's proposal also targets specific services to 
high-risk communities and expands health education and counseling 
in the school~. This is particularly important at a time when · 
too many of our children are turning to drugs, alcohol and 
violence to escape the grim circumstances of their lives. 

The President's proposal is not a panacea. It will not cure 
violence or eradicate hunger. But it is a huge first step. A 
step toward protecting and nurturing our nation's most precious 
resource -- our children. 

Let's give America's children hope. Let's make them feel 
secure. Let's do the hard work now so that our children's 
futures will be bright. 

Thank you. 
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What Is the United Federation of Tecxhvrs? 
With il5 more than 120,000 members, the UFT i.s the largest union loeol rn the Unifod ~tcte.s. The union is the 
sole bargain ina noP.Ilt for most of the educators who work in the New York C"rty Khools. It represents more 
thon 74,000 teachers, 25,000 retired members end 16,000 porapro~sional school aides, olong Wl1h 
5chool secrstariGS, offe.ndance tecr.hP.rs, gvidonce COI.Insclor.~, socicl ~- oduft education k."Cchtu$ and 
others who staff the almost one million-student school $)'stem. 

What are rhe main goolt of the union? 
As is the case with orry irade union, a major priority of the UFT is to negol'iato o folr ~~<tlory ond lmproved 
working conditions for it~ member:J. Bvi the UFT al:~o (:onsider1 itsolf the moit influential lobby for chfldr!jn in 
New York City. The union believes thot the interem of schoolchild ran or.d !heir feoc~etG ~ iru~poroble, 
that it is impossible to work for one wf'thout working for the other. 

How is the UFT strvctuNdt 
The e!e¥en officers, elecred for two-year terms, are the p~ident, six vice preside~ elected ot large, 
mcluding one eo~~ from ~~;il;~l odu..,"li•;m, C<:Qdemr~; hish, vocg~onal hlgh, ju..,ror hish/interm'U{iote, ar.d 
elementary schools; secretary and o~stont ~relury, and treo$\11'$1' and aS5i~ant treac~~rer. Thera .Jre 
·representatives for each borough, community :dlool dlma and high achool cf!'.:Q.ilct. Each school h

0
, o 

dt"Pfer leader elec;.,d by the members of that school. There ore "'functiOf"':~l chapters .. to tliillpreMtnt 
nonteocher memben, each with on elected chapter leader. 

Th~ UFT h~ th~ ~v~:~nlng bodie$: the apprt;U(irnotcly 2,~~.-membe:r o~~tG AsRlmbly i'5 the rminn'~ 
legislorura. The 89-member Cleeutlve Board sets policy o~. tina new ond other issues. And 1fut Administrcrtlva 
Committee, (X)mposed of the &Ieven offic;es orcu ::.tn'"';" .. ~l orlier mcmb, ove~ da)' to-doy Qpel'QfiQna. 

Where is the UFT located? J.~~·' 
rne UF"rs centtul headCIU;:Jnei,:;·~re loooted at 260 Pork Avenue South in Manhofton_ There ore u FT OffiCe$ 

---· ~.~::·""'.-:-:-:~..,.. 
. '- ' . (· . ' . h ly I bo m. ~.:-~a ot the ·t.ve borcug ~ whim ore convenient ocated to ~ mt.m rs. - ~ 

What ore the union~ .s affiliations? 
The Ufl, ruunded in 1961, i.! local2 of the 853,~~~~rrrwl" American Federation ofTeeehcm; {AFn, 
which ia based in Washington, D.C. The union ~ abo affiliated WJlh the New York StaM United Teochers 
{NYSUT}, g 340,00lJ.member orgonimtion which Is considered one of the mu:o! pvwerh1l lobbyine grovp:; 
in New York State. The UFT is cl~ a membw of the Afl.CIO ond its New York Crty CI$$0Cicrtlon, tha Cenfrdl l.cbor Couna1. 
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AGENDA 

Luncheon BC2ins 
Sandy Feldntan introd~\-.e~ Dais, sp<:;aJu 

Lun~h fa KH"C;d 

Keynote: Add•·eu by JuolllhlW Kar.wl 

Pr~Kututiuu tu Hlgb ScbooJ ~utlmt Chuenec Sampson 

(Note: at tbJs dmc Hlllaty Clinton wUI be COnmcteCI to hear 
tbe presentation) 

Prc~ntation of Dewey Awa.-d by Feldman 
to Hillary Clinton 

(Note: at this time, Hillary Clinton will appear on the screenJ 

llilla.ry Clinton speaks 

.. · 

5/4194 
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The background on Chuenee is as follows; 

Seventeen-year old Chuenee Sampson is an Mrican American woman (a native of Guyana), who is 
currently a senior at Clara Ilarton High School in Crown Heights, Brooklyn_ Ill the wake of lhe Crown 
Heightll riots of Angnsl, 1991, Chuenee created a program called SAVE (Students A8ainst Violcn~ 
Everywhere), to sponsor and coordinate wo.rkshops for students. rn Chuenee's own words, these 
worlcshop> "teach tllal there's a richness in diversity, that con11icts can be resolved without violence·•_ 
Sit~ ilS tncc:pUon tn 1991, SAVE has been expanded to 19 Brooklyn high schools. 

Equall) as imjX)rl.ahl iulhi~ ~luay i:; Ocuy Swiili, who pt:rso1utlly donaLcd the funds for this aWSJil, selected 
Cbuenee as the award winner, and will make the presentation. Gary is a New York City schoolleacher 
whu was injurud in 11 'riol~u !Utack in a schoolyard while trying to prot.eet his students (lie lost an eye as a 
result of the attack). Today, Gary works for the U.IT'!I nationa1ly 1mown victim support prog.ram, where 
he belps other teachers who have been vtct.lms or assault 

1-.·lrs. Clinton should recognkc G&ry's work :1$ well. 

3. Finally, we recommend that the First Lady address the issue of health care as l.hc next frontier for 
children ·- especially urban children. 

It nugllt IJC ttclplullor Ute .l'm.1 Lady to have a New York City anecdote. The following story illustralcs 
the problems the City's public schoolchildren fae<: and one step that has made a difference for one group 
of clrildren. · 

f',cyc;ral ~r$ <lgo, one: of the> f'usl 51;.1!00l b~ lli:iilllt~,;liui~ in N~:w )•uds. Cily WliS upencd in a public 
high school. When il.flrst opened, the clinic Wds intended to serve the children as a part-time, 
~u.pplcmcnlaly rcsuuJ ~,;". Alll.IU!SI. iJWul:ltiaLdy, it bt:l;amc cl~.:ar t.hat 90 percem of the chJldrcn hatl never 
had a check up-- had never even been to sec a doctor before. In response, the clinic wc1s turned into a 
pauwuy fa~.;ility, WJd js nuw !WilTed I\111 lime to meet the tremendous neec1S Of lhCse children. 

IV. BACKGROUND ON THE UFT 

(please sec attached fact sheet) 

-·--
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Memorandum 

DATE: Moy4,1~ 

FROM: Gigi Gcorgc5 

RE: UFT Spring Luncheon, New York City 

I. DESCRIYIION 0¥ .l!:V.t.:NT! 

The Fir.;t Lady is scheduled to speak viu interactive satellite at the United rea....-ation ofTcacllC1·s' auul.l<!l 

Spring Educat.ion Conference Luncheon At the lonchcon. Sandra Feldman, president of the UFT. will 
prc5ent the First Lady with the John Dewey Awltfd for TI~len~ in nd:u.c.:alion, tk Ufl'11 Wgll.est honor. 
Approximately 2500-3000 UFT rncmbcrs are scheduled to attend this luncheon, including teachers fron• 
th:oughoul the c;ity wbQ ~the union':; prinuut activists <ULI.l &U&JVOILI;:l:s. Tht:M; te&;lit:rs rcp~nt all 

levels of public school educators-- from kindergarten Lhrough high school. 

The award prCSI;ntation and the First Lady's spc:e<,;h arc O•c final items on the luncheon program. Prior to 
this, the prngrnm will inc:lnct~ llla~yMl~ ~.or.h hy .lon<tthRn Kozol and th~ pr~nbtion of a special aw&rd 
of $500 to a high school stud(...'Tit for her efforts in trying to heal racial tensions (please see section TTl for 
Nldq~;round on student presentation). 

In addition to the UFf membership, aucnding the luncheon will be New Yolk Citv Schools ChanccJior 
Raymond Cortlnes and a n\unbcr of political leaders at the Congressional (House), and Stale and City 
Legislative level. The Chairwoman of the Evcnl is UFT Treasurer. Harriet Merchant. 

An outline of tht- luncheon agenda is attached. -·· -.... 

n BACKGROUND ONT.ltE DEWEY AWARD: 

T.lle UtTs John Dewey award was established to reoogniLc outswndi[ijl 'rlork and excellence in the field ... 
of education and ser\lices to children. Over the thirty year history~~ ·the UFT's Spdng Coofere.oce, 
recipients of the John Dewey Award have included Marion ~~.ght Edelman, Eleanor Roosc,clt, 
Thurgood Marshall. Martin. Luther K1ng. Adlai Steven~'\ Ra-vard Rustin, Mario Cuomo, Hubert 
flumprhey, Daniel Pan.rick Moynihan, Jacob Javitz. Lane Kirkland, and Edward Kennedy. 

Ill. SUGGi::Sl'ED CONI~~ :;'()R REMARKS: 

W':. ;~om mend that the First Lady make lhrcc points in her remarks: 

l. Offer regretS/apologies for not being able to attend the lwlchcon. 

2. The First Lady will be hooked in to hear the luncheon prosrun at 2:30PM SQ that sm catl hear lllc 
~~cia} presentation to hiGh school !lludcnt Chuenee (pronounced Shn-NA Y) ~mpson of a $~00 savings 
boud. (Note~ the First Lady will not appear on the screen, however, unlil she is introduced by Sandy 
Feldman. at approxim.alely 2:-10PM.) Given that Chuenee \VOS extremely excited about the prospcrt of 
meeting tile First Lady, we recommend that Mn. Clliuon adUI.Owlcugc Chuenee and extend an lnvit.ation 
to her or sue~ that they have l1lC oppommily to n1cct in the future. 



April 7, 1994 

MEMORANDUMFORPATTISOUS 

From: Joan N. Baggett 

Subject: Proposed UFI' Article 

' 
As we discussed, please find attached for the First Lady's review the proposed full page 
advertisement that the United Federation of Teachers would like to put in their 
newspaper. They will go to press tomorrow and thus would appreciate a speedy 
response. 

The blank space on the ad is a slot for an official picture of the First Lady. The UFI' 
would greatly appreciate if we could provide them with a head shot. 

Please let me know if we can 'proceed with this ad. Thanks. 



( 

·-

SENT Bv:x~rox T.erecopier 7021; 4-7-94 :12:47PM 2023936375 ... 
0410'7/U 11:44 ttZU 518 UU UFI' CDDlJNICAT 

UFT SPRING EDUCATION CONFERENCE 
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·Hillary Rodham Clinton · 
·will receive 

the UfT's coveted 
john Dewey Award 

for excellence in education. 
• Chlldren 's advoCAte 

• L~ngtime supporter of public education 
• Champion of health security for all Americans 

NEW TEACHfR CREDIT GIVEN FOR. Am.NDANCF. 

PANELS· 

l l!lrukltza ma~ oi !tevefty. SyMa. Aim tiNieR. A~oRt~Qr; s~ ADII1pr. ~ 
QU\Ie ~ d 'Che MQn,~&."'d Cmlmbsinrr; Oemfd Monb. NT. 

2Cte&dft1 l Sate Envttonment C,vy ~ conmltant; Will~. wemte 
profl:ftot of edL'CIUion. Unlversi1;y ofWIDnlln: john Cd .. AFr via pnlllidarft: !d 

M&ir. UfT ClmaDt ~~ w.q-. 

3N~ ~ttrwe,y:t~ Learn!~~ ~In N'Jddla. ~WSdlocliD 
Wock.P~M.'Chdei'IM.~of~. OJNY~~t.r. . 

8iat H.-.n!!IDom. ~ Pcll c:c!e.AIT \/Ice president . 

A RMc:t-Jns Out to Flti"JI!i:L It=: I town. NYS'.rr Pll'trlers ln l.eam!ng ~ S\IIM 
""''Mc:Amn-Swap, auttlor. ~TaylOr. Pld Ql ~ &tTettlflle llDhlef. 
llt,y. 
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~ ~ ~~ 1tboc!e hland Pi=dcl'ariol\~ Dl\lld and Myra 
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6GOOC C'Jusrooma. C:occ! Kids: laRK:IScN on ~ Rew.lrc1s IJlCi 5c:nool 
::blldeL Unda .AlbC l.l"'d Alfie IC.IItm, &IZI2ICIQ .tnd ~ 

SCHEDULE 
7:J0.61AM: Breakfast 
t.tUOM: Operation Soap Box with 
UIT PrestdentSandra F~dman, Mayor Rudolph Cilullani 

&. Chancellor RR!non Cortines 
1Cb45.w-t:WSPM: Panel Sessions 
1--!IIM: Lunc:heon: Keynoter jonathan Kozol 

HUI&ry Otntcn receJves the Dewey Award 
EJthlbl'tJ will tJe on C!IJplay In th• F:hinel&nder Gallery rhrougtJour ""' d~y. 
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Memorandum 

DATE: May4.1W4 

FROM: Gigi Gcorgc5 

RE: UFT Spring Luncheon, New York City 

L DESC'RIPTION Ol<' t:VI!:NT: 

The First Lady is scheduled lO ~ viu intcracti"c satellite at the United rc:d~tion ofT~chc.-s' A.IUlual 

Spring Education Conference Luncheon At the luncheon. Sandra Feldman, presidcnl of the UIT, will 
prc~nt tbc First Lady with the John DCWC} Aw<U"d for ~enc.e in ~ion, l.k UfT'11 Wghc:sl honor. 
Approximately 2500-3000 UIT tncmbcrs are scheduled to attend this lunchwn, including teachers fron• 
tla:oughoul tl10:: ctl)' whQ ~the union' 5 primary activists i1.11U b~VVSlct:s. Th~ lt:&:ucrs rcp~t all 
levels of public school educators --from ki.nderga.nctt through high school. 

The award prcs::ntation and the First Lady's s_pt».;h an; the iinal items :>n the luncheon program. Prior to 
this, the program will indnt11': ~ la~ynol~ ~h hy .Jonathan IC.ozol snd the present;Uion of a special sward 
of $500 to a high school student for her efforts in uying to heal racial tensions (please see section Til for 
NIGkground on studr.11l presentation). 

In addition to the UFT membership, aucnding the luncheon will be New York Citv Schools Chancellor 
Raymond Cortines and a munbcr of political leaders at the Congressional (House). and Stale and City 
legislative level. The Chairwoman of the Event. is UFT Treasurer. Barriet MerchanL 

An outline of the lun:.:heon agenda is attached. 

D. BACKGROUND ON T.HE DEWEY AWARD: 

T.lle uyr·s Joll.n DcWC)' award was established to recog.niL.c outstanding work and excellence in the field 
of cducalion and sen ices to children. Over the Ulirty year history of the UFT's Spring Conference, 
recipients oflhc John Dewey Award have included Marion Wright F...delman, Eleanor Roosc,cll, 
Thurgood Marshall. Martin Luther King.. Adlai Stevenson, 'Rayal'd Rustin, Mario Cuomo, Hubert 
llumprhey, Daniel Partrick Moynihan, Jacob Javitz. Lane Kirkland, cmd EdwSid Kennedy. 

In SUGGI!:STED CONTENT FOR REMARKS: 

We recommend that the First Lady make Lhrcc points in her remarks: 

1. Offer regretS/apologies for nol being able to attend the luilchcon. 

2. The First Lady will be hooked in to hole the luncheon prosram 812:30 PM so that she can hear the 
special presentation to high school studc:nl Chnenee (pronounced Sbn-NA Y) StJmpiOn of a $SOO savings 
bond. (Note: the First Lady will not appear on the screen, however, unlit she is introduced by Sandy 
Feldman, at approximately 2:-10PM.) Given that Cbuenee wns exuemcly cxciWd about the prospect of 
meeting tile First Lady, we recommend that Mrs. Clliu.on adUlOwkugc Chuenee and extend an Invitation 
to her or m•ccest that they hDsc lhc opportunity to nlOCt in the f11tute. 



SE'JT BY: 94566241;# 3/ 5 

The backiO"ound on Chuenee is El5 follows: 

Scvcntecu·year old Cbuenee Sampson is an Afdcao American woman (a native of Guyana), who is 
currently a senior at Clara Darton High School in Crown Heights, BrooU)·ll. Il.llhc wake of lhe Crown 
Height,; riotJ; of August, 1991, Ch11enee created a program ca11cd SAVE (Students Against Violcnte 
Everywhere), to sponsor and coordinate wotbhcps for students. [n Chuenee's own words, these 
worlcshops "teach that there's a richness in dh-ersity, that conflicts can be resolved without violence". 
Since its lno;.-plion in 1991, SAVE has been expanded to 19 Brooklyn high schools. 

· Equall} as iml)\)rtaul i;t thi~ ~lu1y hi Ocuy SuUtll, whu pt:rsoiWly llonatcd the fi.mds tbr thls award, selected 
Cbuenee as the award winner, and will make the presentation. Gary is a New York City school tca.cher 
whu WII.S injun:d in 11 .. iolwt auack in a schoolyard while trying to proteCt his students (he lost an eye as a 
result of the att1ck). Today, Gary works for the Ul'T's nationally known victim support prog.ram, ~item 
he belps other teachers who have been vtcr.lms or assaull 

'Mrs. Clinton should recognkc G&.ry'!l wol'k :u wvll. 

3. Flnally, we recommend that the First Lady address the isrue of health care as lhc next frontier for 
children ·- especially urban children . 

. It nugnt be IIClplul lor me t'm.1 Lady to have a New York City anecdote. The following story illustrates 
the problems the City's public schoolchildren fa<:e and one step thai. has made a difference for one group 
of children. 

'"' vcTal )"C-<11"$ clgQ, one of the: fJ.nl &Wl!ool b~ Ll:al.U1 \.:liui1,1; in Nl;'w )\.Ilk. City WI:I.S upcucd in a p 
~" , high school. When it first opened, the clinic was intended to serve the children as a part-time, 

supplcmcnwy rc~uJ~o,:~,;, AlillUst i.JwuOOiaLdy, it OO:auu; clear t.hat 90 percent of the chlldrcn haa never 
had a check up- had never even been to sec a doctor before. In response, the clinic W'cls turned into a 
!Jlilwuy fa~;ility, lliKl is uuw ~ITcd fuiJ t.irnc to meet the tremendous neeas or lhCSc children. 

IV. BACKGROUND ON THE UFT 

(plca.sc ~attached fact sheet) I 
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What I& the United Federation of Tecxhers? 
With its more than 120,000 members. the UFT i5 the largest union local In the Unitod !:»totes. The union is the 
~& ba11Jainina noP.nt for most of the educators who work in the New Y~rk Crty schools. It ~presents more 
thon 74,000 teachers, 25

1
000 retired members and \6,000 parapl'Q~sional sdtool aides, along wffi'l 

5Chool5(1(:1'Gtari9$, ottendance tecr.hP.n, guidclnce covn$Clors. social~. oduit education tecchers and 

othen who staff the almost one m1lllon-student school system. 

What ore rhe main goo I~ of the union! 
As is 1he case with orry trade union, a mo[OI' priority of the U FT is to negotiate o f.otr !l(IIary and improved 
worlcing conditions for it$ membeni. Bvi lhe UFT cl~o c:onsldefl it$Qlf tha moF influential lobby for ch!ldnm in 
NIWI York City. The union believes thot the intere~ of schookhlldren or.d !heir teccherG ore irm;:PQroble, 
that it is impossible to work for one wfthout womne for the other. 

How is the UFT swuctureclt 
The ele'olet"' offic:en, elected for two-year termr., are the p:-esid~nt, six vice pres idem elected ot largt, 
anc1uding one eo<;tl from speQgl tKlu.,;"li~Jn, o<:adomi.; hiah. voco~onol high, jur.ror high/int.rmAc-!iate, '!Jr.d 
elemeotory school5; secretary and ossistont St:JCr~tury, ond treo$Ut$1' and aSiistanf treasurer. Thera are 
representatives for each boroogh, communify :adlool dlma- and high school d\atrict. Each school ho' o 
ehopter leader elect.d by the mcrmb&ra ofthot $Ghool. There are •functional chaptefs,.. to rliilpr•Jenf 

nooteacher members, each with on elected chapter leoder. 
The UFT has three yuvt=tnlng bodi-r;$: the oppJQXl'motcly 2,000-member Do;:~to Assembly i~ thF.! uninn's 
leQi51oftJJ'8_ The 89-member t:xecotlve Board sets poliq- on finance ond other issues. And 1h• Administrotlva 
Cgmmlttee, oomposed of the eleven offices uuJ ~.;,rol other member.!. ovel""~ OQ)' to-doy oporoliQna.. 

Where ia the un located? 
fne UfTs c.enttul headquarters ore located at 260 Park Avenue South in Manhotton. There ore U FT offlc~ 
in eoc:b of the five borcuQh~ which ol'e con...enieutly located to 3etVe me.mbors.. 

What are the union .. s affiliationst 
The UH, fuvnc:led in 1961, i.!o Local2 of the 853,000-m~:~ul~ Arr.ericon Federotbn ofTeaehar:: (AFn. 
which ia basad in Washinstcn, D.C. The union is abo affiliatild with the New York Stoie United Teacher$ 
{NYSUn, g 3A.O,OOU-member orgonimtion whie.h Is considered one of tho m():o1 p._,werft~t lobbying group:. 

in New York Stote. ihe UFT i.s. else o memb. of th& Afl..CIO ond iii New York City ossocicrticn, the Centl'dl 

labor Couna1. 



FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS FOR SATELLITE FEED TO LUNCH BEFORE 

THE UNITED FEDERATION OF TEACHERS 

MAY 7, 1994 

(ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: Sandy Feldman, President of the United 
Federation of Teachers; Ramon Cortines, Chancellor of the New 
York City School System; Members of Congress to be determined] 

* It's a pleasure to be with you. I'm sorry I couldn't be in 
New York in the company of such a distinguished group of 
educators and community leaders. But I'm about to leave for 
South Africa to participate in the historic celebration of that 
nation's new democracy. 

* It's a great honor for me to accept this award and join the 
ranks of celebrated· honorees like Eleanor Roosevelt, Thurgood 
Marshall,: Hubert Humphrey, my good friend Marian Wright Edelman, 
and of course, New York's own Mario Cuomo and Patrick Moynihan. 

* I'm also pleased to be a part of recognizing Chuenee 
(pronounced Sha-NAY) Sampson's achievements. Your work to ease 
racial tensions in Brooklyn high schools, Chuenee, is commendable 
and serves as an example for all of us to get"involved in the 
lives of children at risk. I look forward to meeting you in 

person. 

* And Gary Smith -- you are an example of the millions of 
teachers in New York City and around the country who are working 
to make a difference in childreni' lives. Your work for the 
UFT's victim support program is an example of what union teachers 

are all about. 

* Today, you must brave personal danger in your schools' 
neighborhoods and even your own classrooms. You must serve as 
surrogate parents for the children in your classes -- and provide 
stability, discipline and love. 

* America's teachers cope with the growing problem of kids 
without basic health care. 

* No one knows better than you the needs of these kids --
middle-class kids, kids whose parents work two jobs but still 
can't get adequate health care. 

* You struggle every day with kids who need eyeglasses, a 
prescription filled, who need dental work or have a hearing 

problem. 

* The fact is, kids who don't have good health can't learn. 



* We have an historic opportunity to change that -- to achieve 
meaningful health care reform. Thanks to the energy of 
organizations like the United Federation of Teachers, our partner 
in the fight .to change the system for the better. 

***(HEALTH CARE MESSAGE)*** 

* I'm .proud to be here to accept this award, I'm proud to have 
you as a partner in reforming America's health care system, and 
I'm proud to be here with one of the first unions to support Bill 
Clinton and Al Gore. We will never forget your efforts and we 
know we wouldn't be here without you. 

2 
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The background on Chuenee is as follows: 

Seventeen-year old Chuenee Sampson is an African American woman (a native of Guyana), who is 
currently a senior at Clara Barton High School in Crown Heights, Brooklyn. In the wake of the Crown 
Heights riots of August, 1991, Chuenee created a program called SAVE (Student~ Against Violence 
Everywhere), to sponsor and coordinat.c workshops for students. In Chuenee's own words, these 
workshops "teach that there's a richness in diversity, that conflicts can be resolved without violence". 
Since its inception in 1991, SAVE has been expanded to 19 Brooklyn high schools. · 

Equally as important in this story is Gary Smith, who personally donated. the funds for this award, selected· 
Chucncc as the award ~inner, and will make the presentation. Gary is a New York City school teacher 
who was h~ured in a violent atrack in a schoolyard while trying to protect his students (he lost an eye as a 
result of the atlack). Today, Gary works for the UFT's nationally kno\\'11 victim support program, where 

he helps other teachers who have been victims of assault. 

Mrs. Climon should rccogni:£c Gary's work as well. 

:\.Finally, we recommend that the First Lady address the issue of health care a§ the next frontier for 
children -- especially urban children. 

lt might be helpful for the .Hrst Lady to have a New York City anecdote. The following story illustrates 
the problems the City's public schoolchildren face and one step that has made a difference for one group 

of children. 

Sc::vnal years ago, one uf tltc.: fir~l ~hool based hcallh clinics in New York City was opened in a public 
high school. Wl~n it first opened, the clinic was intended to serve the children as a part-time, 
supplerhcnt.ary resource. Almost immediately, it bcc<Jme clear that 90 percent of the children had never 
had a check up - had never even been to see a doctor before. In response, the clinic was turned into a 
. primary facility, and is now staffed full timt,>; to meet the tremendous needs of these children. 

IV. BACKGROUND ON THF. llFT 

(plC<JliC ~-cc alla~.:hed fact sheet) 
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UFT SPRING CONFERENCE LUNCHEON 
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Sandy Feldmun introduces Dais, speaks 
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Keynote Address by Jonathan Ko~l 
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Hillary Clinton spcal"' 
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FACTS ABOUT THE 

What Is the United Federation of Teachers? 
With it5. more then 120,000 member-s, the UFT is the largest union loco] in the United Statw..s. The union is the 
sole borgaining ag~nt· for most of the educators who work in the Nsw York Crty schooltL It represents more 
than 74,000 teochBrs, 25,000 retired rnembors and 16,000 pcraproF~ioncl 5ehool oid85, along witf, 
school secretaries, ot1endance teoche:-1, guidance coun$elors, social workers, adult education teodum end 
others who steff the alme!t one milfion-student school system. 

What are the main goals of the union? 
As is 1he case with any trade union, c mojor priority of the U FT is to negotiate a foir AO!o ry ond improved 
working conditions for its members. But the UFf al5o consider~ itsolf the most !nAuentiallobby for children in 
New York City. The union believes thot the interests of ~choolchildren and theirtecchere ore inseparable, 
that it is impossible to '\WOrk for one without working for the other. 

How Is the UFT structured? 
The al1111ven officer,, oleded for two yaor terms, ore the p:-esident; si)( vleQ presidents elected at [org&, 

. lncluding one eoc:h from special education, o~demk high, vocotionol high, jun[or high/intermediate. and 
.elementary ichools; secretary and ossistont asc;rerory, end treasuror end ossinon' treasurer. There gre 
repr•sentatives for ead! borough, community school district and high school district. Each school has o 
c:hopter leader eladed by th9 members of tho~ sehool. There ore •functional chapters .. io represent 
nonteachor members, each with on eled~d chapter leader. 

'fhe UFT he$ three governing bodies: the ~pproximotely 2,000-member Delesafe Assembly l2 the union's 
legisle1ure7 The 89-member Executive Bo~rd sets policy on finance cmd other issues. And 1he Administrative 
Committee, composed of the eleven offices and several other mem~, oversea¥ day-to-day operotions.. 

Where is the unlocated? 
The UFT's central haodquarter5 are loccted at 260 Pork Avenue Sot.rth in Manhatton. There ore UFT offices 
in each of the five borough& which ore conveni1::tntly locat~ to ~erve member&. 

What are the union's affiliations? 
The UFT, fo..,nded in 1961, Is local 2 of the 853,000-member American Federation of Teachers (AFn, 
which ta ba&ed il'l Washinston, D.C.~ union i& gi~Q cffiliatod with the New York Sk3hiJ United Teochars 
[NYSUT}, a 340,00CHnemberorscnimtion which Is c:onsid~red one ofthe mo~ powerful lobbying groups 
in New York State. The UFT is also a membyr of the AfL-CIO ond its Now York City associcnon, the Centro I 
labor Couna1. 
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Memorandum 

DATE: May 4, 1994 

FROM: Gigi Georges 

RE: UFT Spring Luncheon. New York City 

L DESCRlPTION OF EVENT: 

The First Lady is scheduled to speak via interactive satellite at the United Federation of Teachers' annual 
Spring Education Conference Luncheon. At the luncheon, Sandm Feldrn.cUl, president of the UFT, wiH 
present the First Lady with the John Dewey Award for Excellence in Education. the UFT's highest honor. 
Approximately 2500-3000 UFT members are scheduled to attend this luncheon, including teachers from 
throughout the city who arc the union's primary activists and supporters. These teachers represent all 
levels of public school educators - from kindergarten through high schooL 

The a'\vardpresentation and the First Lady's speech are the final items on the lw1cheon program. Prior to 
lhis, the program will include a keynote speech by Jonathan Kozol and the presentation of a special award 
of $500 to a high school student for her efforts in ttying to heal mcial tensions (please see section III for 
background on student presentation). 

In addition to the UFT membership, attending the luncheon v.ill be New York City Schools Chancellor 
Raymond Cortines and a number of political leaders at the Congressional (House), and State and City 
lcgisi3Livc leveL The Chairwoman of the Event is UFT Treasurer, Harriet Merchant. 

Ail outline df the luncheon agenda is attached~ 

n BACKGROUND ON THE DEWEY AWARD: 

The UFT's John Dewey award was established to rccogni;.<.C outstanding work and excellence in the field 
of education and services to children_ Over tbe thirty year history of the UFT' s Spring Conference, 
recipients oftbe John Dewey Award have included Marion Wright Edelman, Eleanor Roosevelt. 
Thurgood Marshall, Marlin Lutl1er King, Adlai Stevenson; Bayard'Rtisti.n, Mario Cuomo, Hubert 
Humprh.ey, Daniel Partrick Moynihan, Jacob Javitz, Lane Kirkland, and Edward Kennedy. 

Ill SUGGESTED CONTENT FOR RE!\1ARKS: 

We recommend that the Finsl Lady make three points in her remarks: 

I. Offer reb'Tets/apologies for not being nhlc to attend Lhc luncheon. 

2. The First Lady will be hook.ctl iu Lo bear the lwieht:ou prog.nuu at2:30 PM so ll1at she L'"lin hear tbc 
special prcscnt.ation to high school studcnl Chuencc (pronounced Sha-NA Y) Sampson of a $~00 savings 
bond. (Note: the First Lady will not appear on the screen. however, until she is introduced by Sandy 
Feldman, al approximately 2:40PM.) Given that Chucnee was extremely excited about ll1e prospect of 
meeting the First Lady, we recommend that Mrs. Clinton acktlowlcdgc Chucncc and extend an invitation 
to her or suggest thatlhcy have the opportunity to meet in Lhc future. 




