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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODBAM CLINTON 
VIDEOTAPE REMARKS TO CHILDREN'S HEALTH FORUM 

APRIL 15, 1994 

[Acknowledgments: Eileen Norton] 

Today we live in an age of great promise for our nation's 
children. For the first time in 60 years, we are poised at a 
moment in history when real health care reform is within our 
reach. 

No one will benefit more from reform than the youngest among 
us. 

Over the past 30 years, children have become unintended 
victims of a social and demographic revolution that has reshaped 
our most basic institutions. The result is a disturbing -- and 
ongoing -- pattern of neglect that is robbing more and more 
children of the physical, intellectual and emotional nurturing 
they need. 

Just this week, the Carnegie Corporation issued a long­
awaited report outlining the problems facing children aged zero 
to three. This comprehensive study illustrated the grim 
circumstances confronting millions of children across our nation 
today. 

Too many American children grow up in poverty, without 
proper nutrition and health care. Too many American children live 
in families shattered by violence, substance abuse, or emotional 
instability. Too many children lack adequate child care. Too many 
children are deprived of the basic love and affection necessary 
for them to grow into healthy, functioning adults. 

Of course, there is no single answer, no simple cure for all 
of these social ills. But there are opportunities for progress 
that we must not squander. 

Foremost among those is health care reform. Because after 
all, good health affects almost every other facet of a child's 
life. 

Today, 9.5 million children do not have health insurance. 
About 60 percent of children under two have not been fully 
immunized. One in five children had no contact with a doctor in 
1992. 

Now we have a chance to change that. 

The President's approach to reform reflects his belief that 
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every American needs health security -- particularly children. 

It guarantees private insurance with comprehensive benefits 
for every American and every family. The standard benefits 
package includes prenatal care, immunizations, well-baby exams, 
and preventive services for children, including vision and dental 
care. 

The President's approach offers a comprehensive health 
education program for children from kindergarten through 
secondary school. It increases investments in school-based 
clinics. And it supports specific services targeted at high-risk 
communities. 

Finally, under the President's approach, the National 
Institutes of Health will receive additional funding for new 
research aimed at improving preventive medicine, particularly for 
children. 

You all know that a chilcl's earliest experiences usually lay 
the foundation for later years. If we can guarantee children a 
healthy start in life, we will dramatically improve their chances 
of flourishing in school, of contributing positively to their 
communities, and of succeeding professionally when they are 
adults. 

That's why health care reform is so important. It's not only 
about giving hope and opportunity to the next generation; it's 
about who we are, and what we stand for, as a nation. 

Thank you for your concern, your ideas, and your help as we 
work to achieve this important goal. 

### 
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RE: 

The two key conference Hpeukcrs arc Rep. Pat Schroeder and~- '"risbt §del mag 
The lhi"Wit ()f the conference is to make the concerns of childfc • n cant component 
in the national debate about heal Lh care reform. 

Eileen would very much like to sec if it would be possible for the First Lady to ~>end a 
brief videotaped message of welcome that could open the conference and help Nellhe tone 
and focus the discussion throughout the day. 

I think thiH l.Xmld be similar to something Rhe did recently with another children's advocacy 
group here in California where she Rpoke by satellite or videotape and il got IIK>mc good 
meli8age play in the media. 

I hope that this iH something doable. Plew;e let me know what you think, and how you 
think I should proceed. I am enclosing some infom1ation on the conference and the Porum 
on Children's Issues. 

I, ~ • 
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DATE: April 12, 1994 

TO: Liz Boyer 

FROM: Stephen Rivers 

RE: Information on Children & Health Cnre Conference f r 
Videotaped Message from First Lady 

PAGES: 7 + (.;UV~r sh~l 
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STEPHEN M. RIVERS 
107250H10 AVF.NlJF. 

T .0." ANOF'.LF~ C.A Q002A.-.t;()7.') 
310-475-0373 PHONE 

310-475-3472 FAX 

Aprill2, IW4 

FAX TO: U1.Boyer 

Stephen Rivers FROM: 

DRAPT'REMARKS ANDBACKCROUNDINr:ORMi\TJON R 
VIDEOTAPED MESSAGEFROMTHEF1RE..1' LADY TO "ACI IEVINC 
THEDnCAM: JJGALTHCAJU:L. HEALTHY KTOB" 

DearLiL.: 

Following arc rome draflrcmarks for the First I.....ady1s videotaped mcssasc to Eil en 
N01ion's conference em children and health care which take~ place this Friday iu ..11!:1 

Ansele!';, c»; well as the conference progtam. Pl~c let me kuuw whal yvu think. ami 
whether you need any additional information v1 m"'lt~ti<l!IS. 

DRAFT REMARKS 

1 want to welcome you all to this very Important conference, and Lo lhan ·.my gc..xx1 

friend Eileen Norton for puning it together. 

There has been no end to the political debate, both here in Wa.shinglon an in the 

media, about the politics of health care reform. And there has been a sisnificanl mount of 

debate and exploration ot how health care reform will a.lfccllhc consumer, the in urance 

industry and the medical pmfe~~ional. 

Sadly, there hus not boon neorl y enough di !;CU!l:;iuu t.Jl cxwr1 i nuti on uf h<..' · h<.:allh 

care reform will affect our children -- x.x.x.milliun yuun0 Am~rir.:t:tns who uespe tely need 

a healthy start in life. 

It is a traAedy that, in our greal counlry, 8 million children are without 

healU1 insurance and care one and a half million in Califomiu alone 

millions more i!rrC under-insured. And the percentage of children covered by heal h 

insuranc.e is dropping year-by-year: by the year 2000 barely one-half of our chil ·en will 

be prultlcteJ by heallh irumranr.:e. 

P02 
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lt is::;:~ tr;:~eP.cly th~t. in the mt)St advan<.".e.d and prosperous nation, v.:e still Olve one 

of the hishest infant-mor~it>' r<A-les in the world. 

lt is a tro.gedy that onc-hnlf of our children under the ugc of 2 arc not imm 

o.e;11inr.t the mo::~t ciJmm<.m, preventable a.nd costly childhood discMc.s. And eYen m.le..r the 

present system l)f heulth imn.mmcc, only QOOUt ·15% of private iMurance comp1.1n' :; .;;over 

the cost of immunization. 

lt is a tJ·agedy that one-fOUi1h Of OUl' babit:b <ln.' liYing in families Whl> Jive low the 

JJU''tlly level. 

The tragedy is that none of thi~ has to be lhi~ way. Bu~ we have a great o 

to change all of that. For the first time since the days of the New Deal we arc hav 

national deb;.ue, no longer on whether to refotrm our system or heallh care bul II 

it. This was the President's pledge to the American people in Jl)lJ:.! and we arc gong to do 

everything that we can to make it happen thts year. 

1 hope \.haL what )'OU will debate and examine and learn today will be the llnlyst 

for greater national attention to the need~ of children in the debate we arc having t ver 

how best to reform our health care system, and that it will inspire you and othcr·s o 

redouble yuur efforts to see that the best possible plan will be enacted to e.m;ure 

children and future gcncro.tions will get the healthy strut iu lif~o: thut they need ami cserve. 

Thank you. 

##### 
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"ACHIEVING THE DREAM: HEALTH CARE ... HEALTHY K DS" 

SPONSORED BY THE FORUM ON CHILDREN'S ISSUES 
Eileen Norton. Director 

11:00-11:115 a.m. 

ll:15 1:00 p.m. 

S~tionlL 

Section III: 

Section IV: 

Section V: 

1;00-2; 15 IJ.Ul. 

FRTOAY, A PRTl. 1 "· 1(.)(.)4 
C:FNTl JRY PT .A7.A HOTFT .. r 0~ A NGELRo; 

PROGRAM 

Keynote. Address: Buildins a Children't> Health Agendu 
Speaker: Dr. Reed Tuckaon, President, Dre\>,' Univen:ity 
Medical School 

Breukout Soooiona: I::.mpha.'~i~.in~ Suc.:lcf•:.; in Children':;~ 
Health Cll.l'c 

Violence Prevention ~)srams 

Gilbert Oarcctti, Los Angeles County DistridAt.tome>· 
Debra Constance, A Place Called I lome 
Eliw~tb Thoman, Center for Media Literacy t 
Cryt;t<tl I I.uing, Califomia Wellnc5s Anti-Vio1cncc Tnitiati 

Model Prenatal/Infants/&uly ChilJhU\X.I Hculth Prut-lrurm; 

Mary Donnelly-Crocker, Y ouns and Healthy 
Dr. Karen Lamp, Venice Family Health Clinic 

ATDS!HIV As a Children's Heallh Issue 

Barry Horton, Tuesday's Child 
Pam Mohr, Alliance for Children's Rjghts 

Successfully Advocating for Children 

Angela Glover Blackwell, Urban Str~tegies Council 
Wendy Lazarus, Children's Partnership 
Jennifer Perry, Children's AcLion Nelwurk 
Vo.lelic Purnell, Children Now 

Adolescent Health Can~ Pru!;nuns Thal Work 

Blan<:a Ovalle, Teen Pregnancy Prevention Program 
Mary Rainwater and Chris DeCaprio, L.A. Free Clinic 
Oo.ylc NuthO.IlSOn, Inglcwl..lUI.l Yuulh unc.l Fwnily Scn·iccs . 

Lum;h\:un Ac.lurc!!!S: Congresl'liom:1.l Rcporl on Children's 
Health Issues 

Speaker: Rep. Patrida Sebrocdca· (L>-Colorudo) 

-more-
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11 ACHIEVING THE DREAM: HEALTH CARE ••. IIEA.J_,TH\' KIDS' 
Sponfsored by the Fomm on Children's Issues 
Friday, April 15, 1994, Century Pl8.2a Hotel, Los Angeles 
Page2 

2:15-3:30 p.m. 

3:45-5:00 p.m. 

Breakou\ Session repeated (sec II :45- I :(0) 

Panel: M(\jor Approaches to National Health Care Reform 
As it Applies to Children 

Mctd.erator: WarTen Olny 

Dr. Sue Bailey, Georgetown ( fniver10:it.y, Scnim ~fl<'"'k~~l""' ~~~n 
for (:linton Admini,.trn.r.inn H~alth C.:lrl'. Rc:forlll Pl n 

nr. NP.al H'alfon. 1 rc.r . .A Oapf.. of Pl.'>diMries & Public He.a lh 
Katherine Hayes, offiee of US. Se.rlL'"\tor John Chnffcc (. R.I.) 
Rt)oort Fellmeth, Children's Advocacy JMtitute 

Pre.s:entation: "Un~r Pressure", STOP-GAP Thcntrc Co. 

Dinnel' Addrem:: Enourins Children'1; Heul\.h 
Spe:1ker: Marian Wright Edelman, Children'o Dofcnr. 

Por further information, cont:let: Mary Valentine (umference prosrom) 310 
Stephen Rivero {modin rclo.tiono) 310 475 

PDS 
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Forum nn 
Children's 
Issues 

PHOt~E HO. 310 475 3472 

Nonon Family Foundwion 
225 Arizona A venue POR lMMEDIATE RELEASE 
2nd Floor West 
))91111\ Mnnu~~, t :A Yll4lll 

(310) ,76-1700 

CONTACT: Stephen Rive-rs 
310-475-03 73 

(310) :.'i76-7701 FAX 

Eileen Norton 
Virtctur 

CONFERENCE ON HEALTH CARE AND ClllLDRCN 
Wll .I , 1-{F',A 'R gt:HROP.ORR, ROEl-MA N 

flAY-l..ONC: MFP.1'1NC1TOnEHATP,C.1 JNTON ANO Al TF.RNATlVr, 
HEALTH CARE REFORM PLANS I 

FRIDAY, APRlL 15AT CENTURY PLAZA HOTEL 

Lo~o;Anseles Congresswoman Patricia Schroeder (D Colorado) and ildren'~ 

Defenoe Fund leader }..bri:.m Wrisht Edelman ...,m be amons lhe ~;peakem ~t UAc1~"'>'l11I:; 

the Drcum: Hco..lth Co.rc ... Hco.lthy Kids", o. do.y-Ion& conference to.kins plo.ce •">rt
1Fridt.l)', 

April 15 nt the Century Pluzo. Hotel in Los Ansclos. 

nour confcrcnc<.: is dcsisncd to help put the need~ of childre-n at the forcfr nt of the 

national debate about health care reform," said Eileen Norton, the director of the orumon 

Chiluren'~ It->sues which is ~o;ponsoring lhe event "Children who don'l gel an ear stan 

w.ilh pn:vcnl.aliv~.: hcahh ~:arc cml up t.:Usting families ami society many millions o 

UJlU<;;i,;t::'J~I.Y Jullun1 w1u ~..:m.l up bccomin~ unhealthy &lulls who create H heavy b rucn on 

UUJ lu.:ulth l:UIC syslcm", Nolllln ~aid. "There h~ tx.:cn ph.:nty L>f ucbalc am.! UHt;!fi 'un in lhe 

media about me politics of health care reform, nnd some attention to how rcfon11 ·ould 

~feet ccrbtin scguH.:nls uf o(Jdcty [scniuni, people; wilh Hl v anu A}U~, c!A.~.J, bu m.:-xt-Lo 

no debate aboul how reform will affect children and whal we oughli.O uo to give ·1d8 a 

healthy start in life. We hope that this conference will help to gel that debate star 

-more-
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CONPERENCE ON HEALTH CARE AND CHILDREN 
~2· I 

Rep. Schroeder will given a luncheon addre:~s reportin~ on what Congref i~ doing 

on children'~> health care issues, and J;.delman will dose the c.onference ~~ith a di 

r;:peech entitled "En51urins Children~ Health". 

Other s::peal:ern at the conference include Dr. Reed Tuckson, pre£lidl>rH of rew 

Univen>ity Medic~ School, Loe Angeles County District Attorney Gilbert Garcct i and 

Dr. Summ Bailey,~ t;enior spoke&Woman for the Clinlon Adminitllra\.ion1s ht~alth ·are 

reform plWl. Bailey will participate in an afternoon pand debate on the compctin 

care reform proposal.~ currently before Congr¢!S:S. 

Attending the confc·rcn~ will be an invited audience of 125 profes:>iond>; in the 

fields of health care and children's issues. 

"Achieving the Dream: Health Ca~e ... H~lthy Kidt>'' is lht:.: ~l:uml arm 

l:unft::Jcucc spunsmed by lhe Forum on Children'~> !~;!!lues. Last yeai't> CQnferenc focused 

Ull wu~,;~liun rcfurm: 

##### 

F.nclnsurcs: Conference Program 
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EILEEN NORTON 
BIOGRAPHY 

""'" 

i 
i 
I 

.Eileen Norton is '-'ice-president of"the Norton r'amily roundation, ·~ grant~giving 

institution. which funds diverse cultural and humanitarian projects. Mrs, ~Orton's 
. . . .. . . . .. . . I 

philanthropic interests tange from issues. of illiteracy, child. welfar~ and w men's 

concerns to her involvernent in tne ·arts. 

Mrs. Norton currentlv serves on the boards ofthe Children's Defc se Fund; the . ' .. . . ~ . . . 

New'Museum, and the Holly\.v6od Policy Center. 

I 
Mrs, Norton is actively involved in supporting the: Nationai Resourf

1 
es Defense 

Council, the National Abortion Rights ·~Gtion League. the Children's. Defi nsc Fund, 

and the Los Angeles Women's Foundation. The Nqrmans also contnbutelreguhtrly to· 

E"..rluc.ationnl Otgoni'l.ntions including the United Negro Colle~e Fund, Cros~road~ 

Se:hool, Rct'.J Coll~gc;. ~nJ lin.· C~lifurnia Instilutt.:f•Jr Uu.: Arts . 
J 

. Norton. holds A Master of Sc ence lt\ 

Bil\nguni.Educo.tion frofn the University of Southern California snd gtadu ted Cum 
I 

Luude with u Bachelor of Arts in Prem;;hfrom the University of Co.lifornla, Los I. 
Angelc3. Following her gtiadt:a'ltion fromUSC, she. spent. several ycat·s asian 

clcmc·nldry tC.<11.ihcr in ·the Lu:S Angclc:S Unified Sc.:hool Dhtrk:t where :she '01ught English 

as ·a,·· secqCJd longuo:ge and worked' as (l bili11guaJ coordinntor. 

She;;. ~uu.l .lict 11U1luand, Peter, hav.c:: twu yvu110 ~,;hikln;;u "'mlliv.c' iu s~uli:l. Mlai\;u, 

Cahforma'. ! 
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