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Sept. 28, 1999 

United States Congress 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senators and Representatives, 

We write as leaders of FHJHT CRIME: INVEST IN KIDs~ and on beha1f of the 550 police chiefs, 

prosecutors, sh~riffs, victims of violence and leaders of police officer organizations who are 

our colleagues nationally in FIGHT CRIME: INVEST IN KIDs. We urge that in negotiations with 

the President over tax and appropriation bi1ls, you not only avoid cuts in the programs that 

help kids get the right start, but also fully implement the FIGHT CRIME': INVEST IN KIDS 


. School and Youth Violence Prevention Plan. 

That plan calls on public officials to: . 

1) 	Assure aU kids access to after-school programs that connect them with caring 

adults during the peak hours of violent juvenile crime; ,~. 


2) Assure all families access to quality early chi1dhood development programs;. 	 '. 

3) 	Prev'eIit child abuse and neglect and help heal those who have been abused and 

neglected; 


. 4) Assure that troubled kids get early., effective help. 

The plan reflects such extraordinary consensus among Jaw enforcement that its 
components have been endorsed by the National Sheriffs Association, the Major 
Cities [Police] Chiefs, the Police Executive Research Forum,and state groups 
ranging from the Sheriffs' Associations in Arizona, California, Maine, and New 
York to the Police Chiefs' Associations in Illinois, Iowa, Maine, New York, North 
Carolina, Rhode Island, and Texas to the District Attorneys' Associations in 
Arizona California, Illinois, and Iowa. . 

Government's most fundamental responsibility is to protect the public safe~y. To meet that 

responsibility, Congress should layout a timetable to implement our School and Youth 

Violence Prevention Plan,and begin to close the crime-prevention gap - the gaping 

shortfall in the investments we ought to be making to help our nation's kids get the right 

start. 
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As a first step, we urge that you provide for FY 2000 in tax and appropriation bjJ1s at least: 

• $5.3 billion for Head Start, so that the program can expand to serve more eligible children, and can 
maintain and further strengthen its quality. ' 

• $2 billion for the Early Learning Trust Fund, modeled after North Carolina's successful Smart 
Start Program, so communities can provide horne-visitor and other parenting-educatiqn programs, 


, and quality child development services to children under five. 


• $7.5 billion for the Child Care and Development Block Grant, maintaining appropriate set-asides 
for quality, infants and toddlers, school-age care, and resource and referrals. 

• 	 $350 million for the "Pa~enting as Prevention"block grant program, so communities can 
provide parents with coaching, advice, family coum;eling, and other services that can dramaticaJ1y 
reduce child abuse and neglect and subsequent delinquency. 

, 	 J 

• 	 $600 mi11ion for the 21st Century Community Learning Centers to expand after-school 
programs that provide constructive activities and connect kids with caring adults during the peak 
hours of violent juvenile crime. 

• 	 $250 miJljon for Title V of the Juvenile Justice Act for local delinquency prevention programs. 

• 	 $2.38 bi11ion for the Title XX Social Services Block Grant: Recent cuts in this program have 
shortchanged child care (15% of state spending ,under the block grant), child abuse prevention, 
removal and placement of abusec;I children,i drug treatment, and other critical crime prevention 
investments. 

• 	 $8.75 bi11ion for Title 1- Education for·the Disadvantaged.. 

Of course, these are not theonly important crime prevention programs in the federal budget. Little, 
would be gained if increases in these programs came at the expense of children's mental health 
services, child abuse. prevention, child protection, foster care and adoption programs, youth and 
school-to-work programs or other important investments in children and youth. 

The evidence is clear that weJJ-designed programs for kids can dramatically reduce crime and 
violence, and keep kids from becoming criminals. But these programs remain so under-funded they 
reach only a fraction of the youngsters who need them. For example: 

• 	 In a five-city study, half of a group of at-risk high-school kids were assigned to participate in the 
Quantum Opportunities after-school program. The boys, left out ofthat program were six times more 
likely to be convicted ofa crime in their high-school years. Yet between five and seven million 
youngsters under twelve, and millions more teens, Jack after-school programs that put them in touch 
with caring adults providing supervision and constructive activities. ' 

• 	 A 'High/Scope Foundation study at the Perry Preschool in Michigan randomly chose half of a group of 
at-risk toddlers to receive a. quality Head Start-style preschool program, supplemented by weekly in­
home coaching for parents. Twenty-two years later, the toddlers left out of the program were five 
times more likely to have grown up to be .chronic lawbreakers, with five or more arrests. Yet 
inadequate funding for Head Start and the Child Carepeve}opment Block Grant leaves millions of at-
risk children withourcritical early childhood services. . 

Many of our members are conservatives who believe we should, in the long run, be able to cut taxes. 
But our experience and hard scientific evidence prove that boosting investments in children now will ' 
save lives and tax dollars, Jeaving far more money for tax cuts down the road. For example: 
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• 	 Economist Steven "Barnett found that the High/ScopeFouridation's Perry Preschool program saved 
$150,000 per participant in crime costs 'alone. Even after subtracting the interest that could have 
been earned by investing the program's funding in finanCial markets, the project produced a net 
savings of $7.16, including more than $6.00 in crime savings -Jor every dollar invested. 
That's a tota].of about $400 bi11ibn for an poor children now under age five. 

• 	 A study by Professor Mark A. Cohen of Vanderbilt University estimates that each youngster saved' 
from adopting a li~e of crime saves Americans between $1.7 mi11ion and $2.3 mi1lion. , ' " 

'. A recent Rand Corporation report shows that, even without counting the savings to cri~e victims 

and society ,the resulting savings to government alone from effective early chjldhood programs" 


, exceeds by two tofour tim~sthecost of the programs. , ' , '.' 


As you know, the so called "non-Social Security surplus" shrinks dramaticaJly unless Congress 
imposes the massive spending cuts sketched out as emergency budget-balancing measures in the 
Balanced Budget Act of 1997. Any tax pJan which would slash federal investments in children (as 
weB as funding for Jaw enforcement) will leave every'American at far greater risk of becoming a, ' 
victim ofcrime and violence. The resulting crime wave would be both a needless human tragedy and, ' 
~s crime's costs to government and business skyrockets, a fi,scal disasteru1timately requiring steep tax 
Increases. 

We hope that you choose instead to put Congres~ this ye,ar on a,path to full implementation of the 

School and Youth Violence Prevention Plan that will produce massive cuts.in crime and violence. 


When it comes to reducing crime and violence, an ounce of prevention is worth many pounds of cure. , 

For a copy of the School and Youth Violence Prevention Plan, and additional information about 

effective crime prevention programs, visit out website at www .fightcriine.org. 


Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, ' 
, 	 , 

Chief GarvinArrell, S)Jrprise,Police Dept.,Surprise, AZ ' 

Chief Douglas L. Bartosh, Scottsdale Po1ice Dept.,Scottsdale, AZ 

Sheriff Gary H. Butler, Navajo County Sheriffs Dept., Holbrook, AZ 

Hon. WiJIjam J Ekstrom, Jr, Mohave County Attorney, Kingman, AZ 

Ms. Sophia Espindola, Mothers Against G~mgs, Son )nurdered at age 16, Phoenix, AZ 

Ms. Janet D. Fiero, Son Aaron murdered at age 2, Scoitsdale~ AZ ' 

Ms. Barbara L. Haralson, Founder, Stand Against Violence Everywhere, 


Father murdered in 1997: Safford, AZ ' 

Ms. Kathleen Hill, Son Clint murdered in 1'993~ Pho'enix, AZ 


•• 'j • • 

Chief Harold HQrtt, Phoenix Po~ice Dept., Phoenix, AZ 

Sheriff RalphE. Ogclen, Yuma County Sheriffs Dept., Yuma,AZ 

SheriffFrank R. Reyes, Pinal Cou!lty Sheriffs Dept, Florencf{,AZ 

Sheriff Tom Sheahan, Mohave County Sheriff, Kingman',AZ 

Chief Michae1 L. ,Strope, Peoria Pollce Dept., Peoria, AZ, ' 


, Chief Glenn A. Walp,Bullhearl City Police Dept., Bullhead City, AZ 
Hon. Jack M. \Villiams, Graham County Attorney, Safford,.AZ 
Chief John Wintersteen, ParadiseValley Police pept., Paradise Valle.x, AZ 
Sheriff Virginia R. Black, Yuba County Sheriffs Dept., Marysvil1e, CA 

, ",. 
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Chief James Bueermann, Redlands Police Dept., Redlands, CA 
, Chief Edward J. Chavez, Stockton Police Dept., Stockton, CA 
Sheriff Anthony Craver, Mendocino County Sheriff, Ukiah, CA 
Sheriff Jim Denney, Sutter County Sheriffs Dept., Yuba City? CA 
Mr. Ron Ex]ey, Goverment Re]ations Dir., California Police Activities League, Oakland, CA 
Hon. Terry R. Farmer, Humboldt County District Attorney, Eureka, CA , 
Chief.James Gardiner, San Luis Obispo Police Dept., San Luis Obispo, cA 
Chief Bob Harrison, Vacavi11e Police Dept., Vaca,vil]e, CA 
Sheriff Curtis J. HilJ, San Benito County Sheriffs Dept., Hollister, CA 
Hon. George W. Kennedy, Santa Clara County District Attorney, San Jose, CA 
Director J. Ronald Lally, Ed.D., West Ed Center for Child andFamily Studies,* Sausalito, CA 
Dr. Dennis Lees, E] Dorado. County Menta] Health Clinic,'" Placerville, CA 
Chief Burnham Matthews, Alameda Police Department, Alameda, CA 
Hon. Phil McDowell, Inyo County District Attorney, Independence, CA. 
Chief Arnold Millsap, Eureka Police Department, Eureka, CA, 
Sheriff Clay Parker, Tehama County Sheriffs Dept., Red Bluff, CA 
Hon. David Paulson, Solano County District Attorney, Fairfi~ld, CA 
Sheriff Charles C Plummer, Alameda County Sheriffs Dept., 

President, California Sheriffs Association, Oakland, CA 
Chief Joseph Samuels, Richmond Police Dept., Richmond, CA 
Hon. Jan Scully, Sacramento County District Attorney, Sacramento, CA 
Hon. GroverC Trask II, Riverside County District Attorney, 

President, California DistriCt Attorney's Association, Riverside, CA 
Chief Arturo Venegas, Jr., Sacramento Police Dept., Sacramento, CA 
Chief Paul Walters, Santa Ana Police Dept., Santa Ana, CA 
Mr. Norman S. Early, Jr:, Fo'rmer District Attorney, Denver, CO 
Chief Lorne C Kramer, Colorado Springs Police Dept., Colorado Springs, CO 
Sheriff Patrick Sullivan, Arapahoe County Sheriff, 

Congressional Affairs Chairman, National Sheriffs Association, Littleton, CO 
Chief Dean M. Esserman, Stamford Police Department, Stamford, CT ' 
Dr; Edward Zigler, Yale University Dept. ofPsychoJogy,* New Haven, CT 
Hon. Elliot Richardson, Former United States Attorney General, Washington, DC 
Hon. Joseph P' Alessandro, 20th Circuit State's Attorney, Fort Myers, FL' , 
Sheriff Ca] Henderson, Hi11sborough County Sheriffs Dept.; Tampa, FL 
Ms. Jean Lewis, Nat'] Organization of Parents of Murdere.d Children, Inc., Sarasota, FL 
Chief Richard Overman, Delray Beach Police Dept.; Delray Beach,FL 

'Chief Darrel W. Stephens, former, Chief of Police, St. Petersburg, FL 
Mr. Joe Wilson, Executive Director, National PoBce Activities League, North Palm Beach, FL 
Chief Bever1y Harvard, Atlanta Police Dept., Atlanta, .GA 
Hon. Spencer Lawton'Jr, Chatham County Distrkt Attorney, Savannah, GA 
Mrs. Elaine Rondeau, A.A.M.M.E.N., Marietta, GA ' 
Mr. Gordon Rondea~, kA.M.M.E.N., Marietta, GA 
Hon. Thomas Gustafson, Crawford County Attorney, * Denison, IA 
Hon. Fred H. McCaw, Dubuque County Attorney~ Dubuque,IA 
Hon. Mary E. Richards, former Story County Attorney, Ames, IA 
SheriffSteve A11endorf, Jo Daviess County Sheriff, Galena, IL 
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'Chief Leo Patrick Anderson, Deerfield Police Dept.', Deerfield, IL 

Chief James Ariagno, Crest Hill Police Dept., Crest Hi11, IL 

Chief George Carpenter, Wilmette Police Dept.,* Wilmette, IL 

Chief Walter D. Clark, Normal Police Department, Normal, IL 

Hon. Richard Devine, Cook County State's Attorney, Chicago, IL 

Chief David Dial, Naperville Police Dept., * Napervi11e, IL , 

Mr. Mark Donahue, President, Ill. State Lodge, Fraternal Order of Police, Western Springs, IL 


. I . ' 

Chief Ray Giovannelli, Niles Police Dept., Niles, IL :. ' 
Ms. Carole Grant Hal1, Son Lateef was murdered, Chicago, IL 
Chief George IncJedon, Morton Grove Poli~e Dept., Morton Grove, IL 
Chief Robert Jones, Gurnee Police Dept., Gurnee, IL '. 
Chief Frank Kaminski, Evanston Police Dept., Evanston, IL 
Chief Eugene Karczewski, Riverside Police Dept., Riverside, IL 
Chief David Kentner, Freeport Police Dept., Freeport, IL 
Chief Geoffrey J. Korous, Woodridge Police Dept., Woodridge, IL 
Ms. Glenda Kretzer, Sister and parents murdered, Sandoval, It 
Hon. David W. Lewis,Clark Country State's Attorney, Marshall, IL 
Chief Leo McCann, Buffalo Grove PoJic;::e Dept., Buffalo Grove, IL 
Chief Timothy McCarthy, Orland Park Police Dept., * Orland Park; IL . 
Chief William Miller, Elgin Police Department, Elgin, IL 
Chief John J. Millner, Elmhurst Police Department, Elmhurst, IL ' 
Chief Bmce Morris, Prospect Heights Police Dept., Prospect Heights, IL 
Chief Jeff Nielsen, Rockford Police Dept., Rockford, IL 
Chief Ignacio JoePena, East Dundee Police Dept., East Dundee, IL 
Ms. Shirley R. Pringle, Knox County State Attorney, Galesburg, IL 
Sheriff Richard Randall, Kendal1 County Sheriff's Dept., Yorkville, IL 
ChiefThomas Reas<?ner, Clarendon Hills Police Dept., Clarendon Hills, IL 
Hon. CharJes Reynard, McLean County State's Attorney, Bloomington, IL 
,Mr. Mike Robbins, Officer shot in the line of duty,~hicago, IL 
Mr. Matt L. Rodriguez, Former Police Superintendent, Chicago, IL 
Chief Darrell Sanders, Frankfort Police Department, .Frankfort, IL 
«:::hief Gary 1. Schira, Bloomingdale Police Dept., Bloomingdale, IL 
Chief Ron Sheley, Crystal Lake Police Dept., * Crystal Lake, IL 
ChiefRobert Sturlini, Des Plaines PoJice Dept., Des Plaines, IL 
Mr. Thomas Vanden Berk, Executive Director, Uhlich Children's Home, 

Son Tommy was murdered, Chicago, IL' 
Sheriff James Vazzi, Montgomery County Sheriff's Dept., Hillsboro, IL· ') 
Chief Nicholas Weiss, Lincolnwood Police Dept., Lincolnwood,'1L 
Chief Frank Williams, Wood Dale Police Dept., Wood Dale, IL 
Chief Steven Williams, Rol1ing Meadows Police Dept., ROlJing Meadows, IL 
Chief Jerry Zywczyk, Westmont Police Dept., Westmont, IL" 

. Hon. Paul 1. Morrison, Johnson County District Attorney, Olathe, KS 
.Ms. Vicki Reed, Victim of gun violence, Frankfort, KY . 
Commissioner Paul F. Evans, Boston Police Dept., Boston, MA 

Commissioner Thomas C. Frazier, Baltimore Police Dept., 
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President, Po1ice Executive. R~searchForum, BaHimore, MD 

Chief JohnS. Fane]), Prince Georges County Police Dept., Hyattsville, MD 

Chid Charles A. Moose, Montgomery County Police Dept., Rockville, MD 


. ' . 
Ms. Roberta Roper, Daughter Stephanie murdered, Upper Marlboro, MD 

. Hon. Neale T. Adams, Aroostook County Prosecutors Office, Caribou, ME . 
Chief Butch Asselin, S,kowhegan Police Dept., Skowhegan, ME 
Chief Terry A. Burgess, Camden Police Dept., Camden, ME 
Chief Mike Chitwood,PortJand,Police Department, Portland~ ME 
Chief Stephen Cobbe'U, Paris Police Dept., South Paris, ME . 
Sheriff B:irry A. DeLong, Somerset County Sheriffs Dept., Skowhegan,'ME 
Sheriff Lloyd Herrick, Oxford County Sheriffs Dept., South Paris, ME , 
C~mmissioner Michael Kelly, Maine Department of Public Safety, Augusta, ME 
Chief Darrell Malone, Houlton Police Dept., Houlton, ME 
Chief Richard Pickett, Dixfield Police Dept., Dixfield, ME 
Sheriff Mark A. Westrum, SagadahocCounty Sheriff, Bath, ME 
Hon. David Gorcyca, Oakland County Prosecutor, Pontiac, MI 
Hon. James C. Backstrom, Dakota County Attorney, 

, Vice President, National District Attorneys Association, Hastings, MN 
Chief Robert K. Olson, Minneapolis Police Dept., Minneapolis, MN 
Chief Bracy Coleman, Jacksori Police Dept., Jackson, MS 
Chief Gregg Lewis, Meridian Police Dept., Meridian, MS 
Hon. Al Smith, Bolivar County Attorney, Cleveland, MS 
Chief Glen AJJen, Henderson Police Dept., * Henderson, NC 
Chief Robert J. Blakely, Norwood Police Dept., Norwood, NC 
Hon. Howard S. Boney, Edgecombe County District Attorney, Tarboro, NC 
Hon. Luther Johnson Britt III, 16th B Prosecutorial District, Lumberton,'NC 
Chief Mitchell Brown, Raleigh Police Department, Raleigh, NC 
Chief Mike Bustle, Lake Lure Police Dept., Lake Lure, NC 
Chief John Cease, Wilmington Police Dept., Wilmington, NC 
Chief Francis T. D' Ambra, Manteo Police Department, Manteo, NC 
Hon. Michael F. Easley, Attorney Genera], Raleigh, NC 
Chief Chris Fay, Woodfin Police Dept., Asheville, NC 
Chief Terry Hi]), Roxboro Police Department, Roxboro, NC 
Chief John W. Hodges, Hope MiJJs Police Dept., Hope MiJJs, NC 
Chief Julius Kerr, Sunset Beach Police Department, Sunset Beach, NC 
Chief Gary Lafone, Conover Poli~eDept.,* Conover, NC 
Chief Floyd,W. Lucas, Jr., Hickory Police Department, Hickory, NC 
,Chief Frank Palombo, New Bern Police Dept., New Bern, NC 
ChiefE. J. Phillips, Troy Pplice Dept. ,Troy, NC 
Officer RodneyRowland, Director, Dunn Police Activities Leagu~,* Dunn, NC 
Chief Danny Toppings, Four Oaks Police Department, Four Oaks, NC 
Chief Ronald Wagner, Maxton Police Dept., Maxton, NC 
Chief Jack F. Warlick, Lenoir Police Dept., Lenoir, NC. 
Chief Johnny L. Wehunt, Graham Police Dept., Graham, NC 
Chief Robert C. White, Greensbpro Police Dept., Greensboro, NC 
Chief Michael, Wightman, Kinston Police Department, Kinston, NC 
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SheriffCharles W Gi]], Glouceste; County Sheriffs D~pt.;Woodbury, NJ 

Director Joseph Santiago, Newark Police Dept., Newark,Nl . 


, Chief James Bonnell, Las Cruces Police DepL,Las Cruces, NM , 
Sheriff Joe Bowdich, Bernalillo County Sheriffs Dept., Albuquerque, NM • 
Sheriff M. A. (Chunky) Click, Eddy County Sheriffs Dept.; Carlsbad, NM ' 
Sheriff Michael Davidson, San Juan County Sheriffs Dept., Aztec, NM 
Chief Gerald Galvin, Albuquerque Police Dept., Albuquerque, NM 
Mr. Gilbert G.Gallegos, Pre~ident, national Fraternal Order of Police, Albuquerque, NM , 
Sheriff Jerry Kel1er; Las Vegas Metro Police Dept., Las Vegas, NV " 
Sheriff Richard Kirkland, Washoe County Sheriffs Office, Reno, NV ' 
Mr. Don Barrett, AVID, Syracuse, NY 
Sheriff Thomas Beilein, Niagara County Sheri~fs Dept., Lockport, NY " ' , 
Mr. Bill Bratton, Former Police Commissioner;-,Bosto'n, MA and New York, NY' 
Ms. Carolee Brooks,Son'David murdered a.t age28, FJushing , NY 
Ms. Carolyn Brooks, Brother David mu'rdered at a'ge 28, New York, NY , 
Hon. Kenneth R. Biuno, Rensselaer County Distiict Attorney, Troy, NY , 
Ms. Laureen Buschman, Twin sister murdered, Auburn, NY 
Commisioner LouisD' Aliso, Westchester C~unty Dept of Public Safety, Hawthorne, NY 
Ms. Frances Davis, Mothers of All Children, Three sons murdered, Brooklyn, NY , ' 
Chief Robert 1. Duffy; RochesterPoliceDepartment, Rochester, NY ,r 

Sheriff Ernest Dustman, Cattaraugus Co~nty Sheriffs Dept" Little Vaney, NY 

Chief Frederick Fusco; Rensselaer Police bept., Rensselaer, NY , ' 

Ms, Patricia Gioia, Daughter Mary was murdered, Schenectady, NY 

Chief John Grebert, Colonie Police Dept., Latham, NY 

Sheriff Charles BoupeT, Chemung County Sheriff, Elmira, NY' 

Mr. Ralph Hubbard; Son Brett murdered, Brooklyn,NY 

Hon. Robert T. Johnson, Bronx County District Attorney, Bronx, 'NY 

Sheriff Gary Maha, Genesee County Sheriffs Dept., Batavia, NY 

Sheriff Andrew Melpni, Monroe County Sheriff, Rochester, NY , 

Sheriff DanielG. Middaugh;Oneida County Sheriffs Dept., Oriskany, NY 

Hon. Gerald F. Mollen, Broome County District Attorney, Binghamton, NY , 

Chief William Dc Nye, East Aurora Police Dept:, * East Aurora, NY; 

Chief Ernest C. Palmer, Niagara Falls Police Dept., Niagara Falls, NY , 

Sheriff Jack Pelkey, Franklin County Sheriffs Dept., Malone, NY,: ' 


, Sheriff Peter J. Pinckney, Cayuga County Sheriffs Dept., Auburn, NY 
Mr. Alan Potti'nger, Brother David murdered at age 28, Fresh Meadows; NY 
Sheriff Ronald Spike, Yates County Sheriff~ Dept., Penn "(an, NY, ' 
Mr. Hirokazu Yoshikaw~, Ph.D., Departmentof Psychology, NYU, New York, NY' 

, 	Sheriff Gary I.Jaines, Montgomery County Sheriff, Dayton, OB' , ',' " 
Sheriff Thomas'G. Maurer, Wayne County Sheriffs Department, Wooster, OB 
Director Thomas Rice Sr, City of Colu'mbus Public Safety Dept., Columbus, OH ' 
Sheriff Patrick J. Ballard, Washington County Sheriffs Dept.,Bartiesvi11e', OK ' 
Chief Carolyn Kusler, Broken Arrow Police Dept.', Broken Arrow, OK' 
Chief Neal Troutman, Bethany Police Dept., Bethany,.oK ' , " 
Sheriff John Whetsel, Oklahoma County Sheriffs Dept., Oklahoma City, OK. " 
'Chief Leo R. WiJley, Okmulgee Police Dept.,Okmulge~, OK 
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Chief Rob Deu Pree, Astoria Police Qept., Astoria, OR 

Sheriff Stan Robson, Corvallis Sheriff's Dept., Corvallis, OR 

Chief Frank Baranyai, Cochranton Police Dept., Cochranton, PA 

Chief James Childs III,'Southern Regional Police Dept.; New Freedom, PA 

Sheriff Peter DeFazio, Alleg~eny County Sheriffs Dept., Pittsburgh, PA 

Chief Thomas K. Dubas, Blakely Police Dept.,* Peckville, PA· 

Sheriff William M. Hose,. York County Sheriffs Dept., York, PA 

Director Steven Moran, Bensalem Township Police Dept., Bensalem, PA 

Chief Charles E. Snyder Jr, Lower Allen Township Police Dept., Camp Hill, PA 

Chief Bill Ullom, Albion Boro Police Dept., Albion, PA 

Chief George Arruda, Tiverton Police Dept., Tiverton, RI 


. Mr. John D. Carpenter, Son John murdered in 1995, Providence, RI 
Mr. Charles E. ~ollyer, University of Rhode Island, Kingston, RI 
Ms. Katharine Cutting, Father murdered at age 79, North Kingstown, RI 
Ms. Anne Marie D' Aleasio, Director, Survivors Outreach Services, Cranston, RI 
Chief William Devine, North Providence Police Dept., North Providence, RI 
Chief Gary Dias, East Providen<;;e Police Dept., East Providence, RI 
Chief WiJliam Mack, Scituate Police Dept.,* North Scituate, RI 
Ms. Renate Marek, Son murdered at age 21, Portsmouth, Rl 
Chief Steven Reynolds, North Smithfield Police Dept., North Smithfield, R1 
Chief James Wynne, North Kingstown Police Dept., * North Kingstown,RI 
Sheriff Johnny Mack Brown, Greenville County Sheriff, Greenville;SC 
Sheriff Leon Lott, Richland County Sheriff, Columbia, SC 
Hon. Randa)] E. Nichols, Knox County District Attorney General, Knoxvi11e, TN 
Chief Emmett H. Turner, Nashville Metro Police Dept., Nashvi1le, TN 
Chief Michael Courville, Executive Director, Texas Police Chiefs Association, Austin, TX 
Hon. Ronald EarJe, Travis County District Attorney, Austin, TX . 
Ms. Ellen Halbert, Victim of multiple stabbing, Austin, TX 
Ms. Thomas Ann Hines, Son murdered at age 21;Plano, TX 
Sheriff Larry Olivarez, Neuces.County Sheriff, Corpus Christi, TX 
'Chief Al PhiJppus, San Antonio Poiice Dept., San Antonio, TX 
Ms. Joyce Strickland, Mothers ~gainst Teen Violence, Son murdered in 1993, Dallas, TX 
Chief Thomas Windham, Fort Worth Police Dept., Fort Worth, TX 
Chief Gregory M.Cooper, Provo Police Dept., Provo, UT 
Hon. Mark R. Decaria, Weber County Attorney, Ogden, UT 
Sheriff Aaron D. Kenmi.rd, Salt Lake County Sheriffs Dept., Salt Lake City, UT 
Sheriff Lynn Nels(;m, Cache County Sheriffs Dept., Logan, UT 
Chief James Paine, Brigham City P9lice Dept., Brigham City,UT \; 
Chief Ruben B. Ortega, Salt Lake Po1ice Dept., 

Chairman, Major Cities (Po1ice) Chiefs' Organization, SaH Lake City, UT 
Chief Edward A. Flynn, Arlington County Police Dept., ArJington, V A 
Chief Joseph Arduca, Brandon Police Dept., Brandon, VT . 
Sheriff Robert R. Bart, Snohomish County Sheriff, Everett, W A 
Hon. Paul Bucher, Waukesha County District Attorney, Waukesha, WI 
Captain Bob Kavanaugh, Appleton Police Dept., Appleton, WI 
Sheriff Wil1iam Kruziki, Waukesha County Sheriffs Dept.; Waukesha, WI 
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, Preschool & Home Visit, 

.Program Cuts Crime 


Preschool and weekly home 

, visits led to an 8~% drop in the ' 


number of chronic offenders. 


70/0 


High/Scope Perry Preschool Study 
Source: lawrence J. Schweinhart, Helen B. Barnes, and David P. Weikert, Significant benefits: The High I Scope 
Perry Preschool Study Through Age 27 (Ypsilanti, MI: High Scope Press, 1993) , 





Quality After-School Programs 

Prevent Crime 


An intensive after-school enrichment program 
I . 

combining academics, personal develop.ment, 
. , 

community service and monetary incentives 
. keeps kids on track." .' 

.Male Controls, w,ho did l110tparticipate in 
Quantum Opportunities, had six times the average 

n mber of convictions as males in the program. 

. NUMBER OF' 
CONVICTIONS I 

. 100 MA'LES(not 
percents) 

Males who did Males who did 
-:aot participate participate 

Quantum Opportunities Program 
Source: lattimore, C.B., et·al. The Quantum Opportunities Program, in Elliot, 0.5., Blueprints for Violence Prevention, Book 4 of a series, 
Center forthe Study and Prevention of Violence, Boulder CO, 1998. ' 



.QualityMentoring 
Cuts Drug Use', , " 

, , 

Mentored kids were half as likely to sta,rt using 

drugs, and almost a third less likely to, 


hit someone. 


Percentage of 10- to 16- year-olds who started using drugs

11.5% ' ' 


..' <. " 

5 301' ' 
. 10 " . 

not mentored·"" mentored 

,Big Brothers I Big Sisters 
Mentoring Program . . ' 

Source: Tierney, JU., Grossman, J., and'Resch, N., "Making a Difference: An Impact study of Big Brothers/Big " 
sisters," Public/Private Ventures (November 1995), p. 33. 



Abuse & Neglect . 

Increases Crime 


[I COMPARISON 
GROUP 

.ABUSED OR 
NEGLECTED 

Percent Who Were ."Chronic Offenders" 
Arrested as . Percent Arrested 
Juveniles' . 

(590/0 INCREASE) (880/0INCREASE) 
Source: Maxfield M,G., Spatz Widom C., "The Cycle of Violence: Revisited 6 Years Later," Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine, 

Vol. 1'50, April, 1996, and Spatz Widom C., "The Cycle of Violence," National Institute of Justice, October, 1992. ' 






'. HOlme Visitation Services Prevent 

Arrests of both Mothers and. Children 


The \high-risk Mothers who received prenatal and early 
childlhood home visitation services were arrested one-' 
third as often, and their children half as often, by the 
time their children reached age 15. 

These figures are arrest rates: arrests per 100 children or arrests per 100 mothers. 
Sinc;e some children and mothers are arrested! more than once, these figures are the 
total arrests/100 not the % of all children or mothers who were ever arrested. 

58 
53 

• ~ . '!. .' 

1.8 

. Controls Received Controls Received 
Progrnm . Progrnm 

CHILDREN. MOTHERS 

Prenatal and Early,<lnfancy Project 
Source: Olds (1996) and Olds (JAMA,1997) in Kar~ly, LA. et al.lnvestingln Our Children. (Santa Monica CA: Rand 1998). 



J 

Poll of Police Chiefs 
Conducted by George Mason University Professors 


Stephen D. Mastrofski, Director of the Administration of Justice Program, ' 

and Scott Keeter, Chair of the Department of Public and ,International Affairs. 


1) Which of these statements comes closer to your view? 

Statements: 	 Expanding after-school.programs and educational child care programs like Head 
Start would greatly reduce youth crime and violence, 

Expanding after-school programs and educational child care programs like Head 
Start would have little impact on youth crime and violence, 

14% would have little 
,impact on youth 

Would greatly crime and violence 
reduce youth 
crime and violence 86% 

2) Which of these strategies do you think is most effective?* 

Prosecute more 

,juveriiles as adults 


Hire more police officers to 13%
investigate juvenile' crimes 

Install more metal detectors • 

and surveillance cameras OJ 1% 


in schools 


Provide more after-school 
programs and educational 

child care programs 
69% 

17% 

:. In order to guide elected officials pl'ease rank the following four strategies, Place a "1" next to 
the approach you think will ultimately have the biggest impact in reducing youth violence, a "2'~ for 
the next most effective, and so forth. (Please rank all strategies and do not give the same 
ranking to more than one strategy). [Percentages shown are those ranked "1".] , 	 " 



3) Which of these statements comes closer to your view? 

Statements: 	 If America does not make greater investments in after-school and educational child 
care programs to help children and youth now, we will pay far more later in crime, 
welfare, and other costs_ 

If America makes greater investments in after-school and educational child care 
programs to help children and youth now, the cost of these. programs will not be 
worth the payoff later. 

not worth the 
9% payoff later 

will pay far 91 % 
more later 

4) The Police Chiefs were asked ."Please rate the following strategies on a scale 
of 1 to 5 on their value as a crime prevention tool." This chart shows the 

. percentage for each strategy that received a"1" rating by the Police Chiefs. 

-57% 

4% -
Metal Building Prose- Head Parent After-
detectors more cuting Start or coaching school 
in schools juvenile more similar for high- and 

detention juveniles early risk summer 
centers as adults childhood families youth 

education programs 

The poll was conducted for Fight Crime: Invest in Kids, from October 14th through the 27th, 
1999. 855 Chiefs were surveyed, from a sample including all 255 Chiefs from cities over 
100,000, and a random sample of 600 Chiefs serving smaller ci~ies. 566 Chiefs responded 
to the survey (66%), and the margin of error was 5%. 



Poll: What's more· important than a tax cut? 


After-school programs and programs like' Head Start 

, ran.k with Social Security and Medicare. 


Social Security 
II' 

67%' . 
'and Medicare, 

After-School' Programs 
& Programs Like 

Head Start --' 
660/0 

. '~PaYing Off thel . 48% 
National Debt .' 

... 

. . . ° 

Military Weapons 
& ~i1itary Pay., IT 

3,2% . 

Build!ng New C.-.'.'··.·==::J 27% 
. ,Highways. ..' . 



The following tables summarize the results of two polls conducted by 

.Opinion Research ,Corporation International for Fight Crime: Invest in Kids: 


August 12-15 


Question 1. '. 

To provide kids in your community with access to good afte~-school programs and early. 

childhood development programs like Head Start, would you be willing to: 


a) Pay more taxes? 

b) Pass up a tax cut? 


Pay more taxes? 50% 

Those who were unwilling to pay more taxes, but \\{ho were willing io pass upa tax cut: 24% 

Total percent of those willing to pay more taxes, pass up a tax cut, or both: 74% 

Question 2. 

Which of these priorities are more important than culling taxes? 


Shoring up St.?cial Security and Medicare .. 67% 

Providing access to after-school programs and early 
childhood development programs like Head Start. 

66% 

Paying off the national debt. 48% 

Building new' highways. 32% 

Building more advanced military weapons·and 
spending more on military pay. 

27% 

Don't know / None of these. . '5% 

Violence / Crime 47% 

Inadequate Education 18% 

The Cost of Education 2% 

Any other Concerns '. 21% 

No Concern / No Answer 11% 

Question 3. 

As children in your community head back 'to school what are you most concerned about? 

[Those poBed volunteered th,cir own answers.] . 


.. 



9 out of 10 Americans agree: 

Investing more in preventive' 

programs 'for k~ds could' 

'greatly ,reduce crime. 


, , 

Agree I Strongly, 

Agree 


Disagree r 90/0

Strongly Disagree 

Don't Know I ~ 1% ' 


No Opinion 


Actual Question Wording: 

"PleaSe indicate your level of agre~ment with the folJowing statement: 'In the longrun, America 
could greatry reduce crime ifwe invested more in preventive efforts aimed at helping children and 
youth get the rightstart in life. For example, community-based coaching for high-risk teen parents 
to improve their parenting, Head Start and other early childhood development programs, programs 
for troubled kids, and after-school programs and mentoring.'" , 

Opinion Research Corporation International, Caravan Services, ] 011 respondents, July 1-3, 1999. 
Margin of error + or - 2%. ' , 



In Fighting Juvenile Crime 'Should We 


Focus primarily on punishment 


or 


Focus equally o'n prevention programs 

for kids? 

Focus on 

Punishment 


FocUisEqually ()n 
,Prevention 

'Don't Know I ' 50/0

Neither 

Actual Question Wording: 

"Which of these statements comes closer to your views? , , 
1. America's fight against juveni Ie crim~ shoul.d. focus primarily on locking,up juvenile 

, delinquents and other punishment when crimes are committed. 
2. America's fight against juvenile crime must include strong efforts to lock up dangerous 
deli nquents, but should focus equaIJ y on prevention programs ai med at keeping ki ds from 
getting into trouble and on efforts to help get troubled kids back on track." 

Opinion Research Corporationlntematio~al, C~ravan Services,JO]] re,spondents, July 1-3, 
1999. Margin of error + or - 2%. 



July 1-31999 

Question 1 
Please indicate your level of agreement or disagreement with the following statement: "In 
the long run, America could greatly reduce crime if we invested more in preventive 
efforts aimed at helping children and youth get the right start in life. For example, 
community-based coachingfor high-risk teen parents to improve their parenting, Head 
Start and other early childhood development programs, programs for troubled kids, and" 
after-school programs and mentoring." 

Investing more in preventive programs for kids could greatly reduce crime: 

Strongly 
Agree 

Agree 
but not 
Strongly 

Total 
who 
Agree or 
Strongly 
Agree 

Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

Total 
who 
Disagree 
or 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Don't 
Know I 
Have no 
Opinion 

62% 27% 90% 6% 3% 9% 1% 

Question 2. 

Which of these statements comes closer to your view? 


a) 	 America's fight against juvenile crime should focus on locking up juvenile 
delinquents and other punishment when crimes are committed. 

b) 	 America's fight against juvenile crime must include strong efforts to lock up 
dan"gerous delinquents, but should focus equally on prevention programs aimed at 
keeping kids from getting into trouble and on efforts to help get troubled kids back on 
track. 	 " 

Should focus on locking up juvenile delinquents and other punishment 14% 

Should focus equally on prevention programs 81% 

Don't know I Neither 5% 

The CARAVAN surveys were conducted by Opinion Research Corporation International 
for Fight Crime: Invest in Kids: lOJ 6 adults, 18 years of age and over, were surveyed 
duripg the period of August 12-) 5,.1999, and 10) ) adults were surveyed during the 
period July) -3, 1999. 
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IN KIDS 

Law Enforcement Organization 

Crime Prevention Resolutions 


(Attached in the following order) 

• 	 Major Cities Police Chiefs 
• 	 National Sheriffs' Association 
• 	 Police Executive Research Forum 
• 	 National Dis~rict Attorneys Association 
• 	 Arizona Association of Chiefs of Police 
• 	 Arizona County Attorney and Sheriff's Association 
• 	 California District Attorneys' Association 
• 	 California Sheriffs' Association 
• 	 Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police 
• 	 Illinois State" s' Attorneys Association 
• 	 Iowa Sta,te Sheriff's & Deputies' Association 
• 	 Maine Chiefs of Police Association 
• 	 Maine Sheriff's Association 
• 	 New York Association of Chiefs of Police 
• 	 North Carolina Association of 

Chiefs of PoliCe 
• 	 . Rhode Island Chiefs' Association 
• 	 Texas Police Chiefs' Association . 
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"MAJOR crnES CHIEFS 

IResolution on Curbing School:& Youth Violence 

Approved bythe 

Major Cities Chiefs, ' 

February 9,1999 
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RESOLUTION 

As police chiefs in America's largest cities, we know that investments. 
today to help kids get the right start are among America's most powerful 
weapons against crime. Quality child care, parenting coaching and after- . 
school programs can help kids Jearn the values and skills they need to become 
good neighbors instead of criminals. We therefore, calion all our public 
officials to adopt the policies described in FlGHTCRIME: lNVEST IN 
KIDS School and Youth Violence Prevention Plan: : 

" 	 Assure all families access to quality child care for babies and preschool 
children. 

" 	 Reduce child abuse and neglect. by offering'al) at-risk parents "parenting 
coaches" through proven home visiting programs, as wen as access to 
community-based family resource centers., 

" 	 Help schools identify troubled,and disruptive children at an early age, and 
provide children and their parents with the counseling and training that 
can he!p kids get baCk. or. ;.ack. 

\"Offer all school~age children and leens after-school programs and access 
to weekend and sun...er programs that provide recreation. arts, academic 
supponand commu.nityservice experience. . 

http:Ur:zu.da
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NATIONAL SH:ERIFFS' ASSOCIATION 


. 	 Resolution 
NATIONAL SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION SUPPORTS 


INVESTING IN OUR NATIONS YOUTH 


WHEREAS, 	 public safety is the principal goal ofthe'nalion'~ sheriffs; and 

WHEREAS, 	 OUT nation '5 sheriffs work continuously to fight crime and remove criminals from 
our streets and neighborhoods; and 

. WHEREAS, 	 mOre and more "at-risk" kids are becoming involved in crime because they do not 
have any other positive alternatives; und 

WHEREAS, the peak hours for violent juveniie crime are between the end of school and 

. 8:00 p.m.; and 


. WHEREAS, 	 helping kids keep out of trouble during these hours is an effective weapon,against 
crime; and. 

WHEREAS, investing in programs that educate parents and children to become good neighbors 
'is beneficial to the community; and 

. 	 , 

WHEREAS, 	 quality child cnre, parental education and after-school programs can help kids 
learn the values Wld skills needed to become responsible adults instead of juvenile 
delinquents and adult crjminals;and 

WHEREAS, 	 sheriffs and other eJected officialS have a public "duty imd responsibility to ensure 
our kids have 0 fighting chance; now 



Resolution No. 1998·29, Page f . 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the National Sheriffs' Association supports program~ to 
provide all infants, toddlers a~d preschoolers with quality educational child care at 
~ price parents can afford; Blld . 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the National Sheriff~' Association strongly 
supports prol:rams designed to reduce child abuse and neglect by advocating 
"parenting coaches" through proven home visitation programs and community­
based family resource centers; and furtbennore the Nationa) Sheriffs' Association 
strongly supporu after-school programs, weekend programs, and summer 

.. programs that offer recreational activities, academic support, and community 
service oppommities to America's school-age duldren. 

Ad(lpted llt a meeting ofthe General 
Membership on this 1st day of July, 1998 
in Phoenix, Arizona . 



----

l120CONNECTJCUT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 930 ~ .. 	 CHUCK WEXLER----'
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FAX: (202) 466·7826 
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POUCE EXEClJTIVE 

RESEARCH FORUM . 


'. 
'Resolution ort Early Childhood Care and Mter-School Programs 

, . Mizy t 1998 

As police professionals serving more than 40 percent of the nation's population, we are . 

. deeply committed to getting dangerous criminals off the street. Bllt we also know tha't 

even the most effective policing, prosecution, and punishment will never be enough to 

win the fight against crime unless they are coupled with effective prevention and 

intervention programs that will minimize .the need for back-end solutions. 

Findings 
. 	 " 

Scientific research now clearly shows ,that quality educational child care, parenting 

coaching and aJter-school programs can have a dramatic anti-crime impact because 

they help kids learn right from wrong and learn the skills and values they need to 

become good neighbors instead of criminals. In some studies early childhood 

investments have reduced by as m~ch as 90% the' risk of subsequent delinquency and 

by as much as 80% the risk that a toddler will grow up to have been arrested five or 

more times as an adult. Arid after-school youth development programs have been 

proven to sharply reduce juvenile dime and juvenile victimization. 

Research also shows that investments in effective early childhood and youth 
. \, , I 	 , .• 

development programs today will reap dramatic cost savings tomorrow. Boosting such 

investments represents not ~nly a significant crime-reduction opportunity, but also an 

opportunity to substantially reduce budgetary demands on federal and state" 

governments in the years to come. 

Call for Action 

We therefore adopt, as a legislative priority for this year, a call on aU our elected 

officials to support policies that: 

• 	Ensure all·~ommunitiesthe funds'to provide all infants, toddlers and preschool 

children with quality, ed':lcational child care at a price their parents can afford. 

http:lUww.PoficrForiJm.org
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Resolution on Early Childhood Care and After-School Programs 

May 1, 1998 ' 


• Reduce child abuse and neglect by offering aU'at-riskparents "parenting coaches" 


through proven home visiting programs, as wen as access to community-based 


family resource centers; 


• Provide for an of America's school-age children and teens after-school' 


programs, and access to weekend and summer pr~grams that offer recrea'tion, , 


academic support and community service, experience. 


• Increase existing funds for law enforcement and increase the discretionary 


authority of law enforcement executives to use those funds to support 


successful and proven crime-preventing investments in cl}ildren and 'youth. 


America should move steadily forward to implement on a large scale the child care, 

early childhood development and after-school programs that· have already been 

proven to prevent crime. We also urge, that funds be allocated to p'.:?rrnit ongoing 

evaluation of implementation as model programs are "scaled 'up," and research on 

other 'promising crime-preverition investnents, in order to further refine our 

, knowledge of best practices to protect public safety and improve deyelopmental 

outcomes for at-risk youth. 



·"k~~~l 
7/' 

RFSOLL110N 

ON 


CURBl~G YOt;"TIi VIOLENCE 

., 

WHERE.f...S, lhe :.lariona! Dirui:t :\uorneys AssociatioQ (NDAA) n:cognizes the 
importance of n~ring and n!5jJonsib!e parenlin:; and suppurts progr.im! that pTomol~ 
~ore famiJy V~!U!S. and ~nter'.'e~tion ~d prevention initiat.~es 1lat focus 1m the ~c:riou<; 
neg~[ivc impJ~~ Jf vioJe~l:e: :lbusc. !legJccT , crime IlJld drJgs ~pon thdives ur yoUth; ;me 

. . 

'J..1-lERE:l,S; Lte collccrive expe·ril!::ce..of St.at~ anclloc:ll prosec:Jtors across the nation is 
th~I the incid:n',;c of Jbuse, juvertilt crime and delil)qCt!ocy is ~tly ;ncn:asec when 
thc:e basic ;)ceci:; uf ~hijdr!l' have·wI been met: 

NOW, THEREFORE~ BE IT RESOL VED that the ~nAA suppOT".5 a cnord:D41ted and 
balanced JPproa.ch to <lddrcss QlJf (l;1lior.'s ~wing youth violtmce problem, emphasizing 
the impnrlUc.e uf proven prever.tion and interventinn inh\ativ~. ~uch as efforts to et:Sure 

.th~ availilbililj' of qualiry child-care. :rtler-sebooI programs aod pro~'11S aim~d :ll 
. rcduc:ng ch:ld lb~:. pruvided !hat ~uch are not viewed as alternatives to the 
~rp:~heTl$;on :md pT'Csccmior"l nfluvenilc criminaloffenurn. 

AJopr::o by t!-&t: Bo:u-c of D~~c~~rs. March 21, 1998. ilt Cle.lTWat!!", FJorid:L 
9~OJ3.SrR. 

j 
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Resolution on Curbing Youth Violence 

Approved by the Arizona Association of 


Chiefs of Police 


Septem1?er i5, 1998 


RESOLUTION 


As chiefs of police working every day to get-dangerous 

,criminals off the streets, we know that investments today to 

help kids get the right start are among America's most 

powerfulweapons a~ai~st crime. The evidence is in that 

quality child care, parenting coaching and after-school 

programs can help kids l~am the values ~nd skills they need 

to, become good neighbors instead of criminals. We 

, therefore call on all our elected officials to adopt policies to: , 

I&' Provide all infants, toddlers and preschool children with 

quality educational child care at a price their parents can 

afford: 

1&', Reduce child abuse and neglect by offering allat~risk 


parents "parenting coaches" through proven home 


Visiting programs, as well as access ,to community-based 


family resource centers. 


I&' Provide for all of America's school-age children ,md 

teens after-school programs, and access to weekend and 

summer programs that offer recreation, academic support 

arid community, service experience. 

" , 



Arizona County Attorney & Sheriff's Association 


Sheriff Marvin Hare, President 
Martha Chase, Secretaryrrreasurer 

RESOLUTION. . 

ON 

CURBING YOUTH VIOLENCE 


. WHEREAS; the Arizona County Attorney & Sheriff's Association recognizes tlie importance of 
nurturing and responsible parenting and supports programs that promote core family values, and 
interVention and prevention initiatives that focus on the serious negative impaCt of violence, abuse, 
neglect, crime and drugs upon the lives of youth; and 

WHEREAS, the collective experience of state and 16calprosecutors across the nation is that the 
incidence of abuse, juvenile crime and delinquen~yjs greatly increased when these basic needs of 
children have not been met; , '. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Arizona (:ounty Attorney and Sheriff's 
Association supports a coordinated and balanced approadito address our nation's growing youth 
violence .problem, empJ'las,izing the importance of proven prevention and intervention initiatives, 
such as efforts to ensure theavailabifity ofquality child-care, after-school programs and programs 
aimed at reducing child abuse, provided that such are not viewed asalternatives to the apprehension 
and prosecution of juvenile criminal offenders. 

Adopted by Members, ArizonaCounty Attorney & Sherjff's Association, May 14, 1998. 



Resolution on Curbing SchoOl & Youth Violence 

Approved by the 

California District Attorney's Association 

January, 1999 

RESOLUTION 

As prosecutors working every day to get·dangerous criminals off the 
streets, we know that investments today to help kids get the right stan are 
among America's most powerfuJ weapons against crime. Quality child care, 
parenting coaching and after-school programs can help kids learn the vatues 
and skills they need to become good neighbors instead of criminals. We 
therefore calIon aU our public officials to adopt policies described in FIGlIT 

I CRIME: INVEST IN KIDS School and Youth Violence Prevention Plan: 

IGY . Provide all infants, toddlers and preschool childrenwith quality 

educational child care at a price their parents can afford. 


IGY 	 Reduce child abuse and neglect by offering all at-risk parents "parenting 
coaches" through proven home visiting programs, as well as access to 
community-based family resource centers. 

IGY 	 Help schools identify troubled and disruptive children at an early age, and 
provide children and their parentswith the counseling and training'that 
can help kids get back on track. ' 

IGY 	 Provide for school-age children and teens after-school programs and 
access to weekend and summer programs that offer recreation, academic 
support and community service experience. 



RESOLUTION 
01f 

. CtJRBIJrO SCHOOL .. YOUTH VIOLENeB . 

WlIBRBA8: SHERIFFS WORK EVERY DAY TO GET DANGEROUS CRIMiNALS OFF THE 
STREETS; AND 

\V'IIZREAB: KNOWING THAT AN INVESTMENT IN HELPING KIDS GET THE RIGHT START 
IS AMONG AMERICA'S ~OST POWERFUL WEAPONS AGAlNST CRIME; AND . 

W1IBRBAS: QUALITY CHILD CARE, PARENTING COACHING AND 'AFTER-SCHOOL 
PROGRAMS CAN HELP KIDS LEARN mE VA1.,UES AND SKILLS THEY NEED TO BECOME 
GOOD NEIGHBORS INSTEAD OF CRIMINALS; AND 

WHEREAS: THE FOLLOWING POLICIES ARE PART OF. THE FIGHT cruME: INVEST IN 
KIDS SCHOOL AND YOUTH VIOLENCE PREVENTION PL.A.N: . 

PROVIDE ALL INFANTS, TODDLERS AND PRESCHOOL CHILDREN WITH 
QUALITY EDUCATIONAL CHILD CARE AT A PRICE THEIR PARENTS CAN, 
AFFORD; 

, 	REDUCE CHILD ABUSE A.~D NEGLECT BY OFFERING ALL AT-RISK PARENTS 
IIPARENTING COACHES" THROUGH PROVEN HOME VISITING. PROGRAMS, AS 
WELL AS ACCESS TO COMMUNITY-BASED FAMILY RESOURCE CENTERS; 

HELP SCHOOLS IDENTJFY TROUBLED AND DISRUPTIVE' CHILDREN AT AN 
EARLY AGE, AND PROVIDE CHILDREN AND THEIR PARENTS WITH THE 
COUNSELING AND TRAlNING THAT CAN HELP KIDS. GET BACK ON TRACK; 
AND 

PROVIDE FOR SCHOOL-AGE CHILDREN AND TEENS AFl'ER-SCHOOL AND 
ACCESS TO WEEKEND AND SUMMER PROGRAMs THAT OFFER 
RECREATION, ACADEMIC SUPPORT AND· COMMUNITY SERVICE' 
EXPERlENCE; NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 

USOLVBD: THAT THE CALIFORNIA STATE SHERIFFS' ASSOClATION URGES PUBLIC 
OFFICIALS TO ADOPT POLICIES SE1\FORTH IN FIGHT CRIME; INVEST IN IODS SCHOOL 
AND YOUnt: VIOLENCE PREVENTION PLAN; AND 

.J 	 ' 

IT IS P"URnIBR RESOLVED: THAT THE CALIFORNIA STATE SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION 

ENCOURAGES MEMBERS TO REVIEW FIGHT CRIME: INVEST 'IN KlDSCRlME PREVENTION 

RESEARCH Ar.'lD IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES, AND JOIN ITS .vm-C)UME EFFORTS. 


Ati~pt!!!1. !'.ftI.t! !!!~~gM1! d!!.[l ~~~ . 
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426·South Fifth Street, Suite 200 - Springfield, Illinois 62701-1824 
PH 217-523-3765, FAX 217-523-8352, E-MAIL: IACP@ILCHIEF5.0RG 

1999 OFFICERS: 
Chief James L. Roche Resolution on Curbing5t. Charles Police Dept. 
President 

.School & Youth Violence 
Chief Russell B. Laine 

Algonquin Police Dept. 
 Approved by the1 st Vice President 

Chief John J. Millner Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police
Elmhurst Police Dept. 
2nd Vice President 

December, 1998 
Chief David T. Weigand. 

IL Commerce Commission 

3rd Vice President 

RESOLUTION
Chief Douglas Hayse 

Morris Police Department 
 As police chiefs working every day to get dangerous crimimils off the streets~ we4th Vice President . . ~ . 

know that investments today to help kids get the right start are among America's
Chief Raymond J. Rose 

Mundelein Police Dept. 
 most powerful weapons against crime. The evidence is in that quality child care, . 
Immediate Past President . 

parenting coaching and after-s.chool programs can help kids learn the. values and 
SERGEANTS-AT-ARMS: 
Chief Larry D. Jones . skills they need to become good neighbors inste~d 6f.criminals. We therefore call 
South Elgin Police Dept. 

on all our elected officials to adopt policies named in FIGHT CRIME: INVEST INChief Michael J. McDonald 

Itasca Police Dept. 
 KIDS School and Youth Violence Prevention Plan: 
Kenneth M. Rydberg, Jr. 

Johnsburg Police Dept. 


Chief Ross S. Stanton o .Provide all ~nfants, toddlers and preschool children with quality educational 
EJ&E Railway Police Dept. 

child care at a price their parents can afford. 
LEGAL ADVISERS: . 
James P. Manak . 0 Reduce child abuse and neglect by offering all at-risk parents "parenting
NUTI, Evanston 

. James A. Murphy coaches" through proven home visiting programs, as well as access to 
City of Peoria 

community-based family resourc~ centers~ . 
WayneW. Schmidt 

AELE, Chicago 


. 0 He.lp schools identify troubled and disruptive children at an early age, and 
PARLIAMENTARIAN: 
James P. Manak provide children and their parents with the counseling and training that can 
N~TI, Evanston 

help kids get back on track. 
CHAPLAIN: 
Rev. Patrick Stewart o Provide for school-age children and. teens after-school programs and access 
SI. Charles 

to weekend and summer programs that offer recreation, academic support
STAFF. 
George F. Koertge, CAE and community service experience. 
Executive Director 

Paul W. Dollins' The IACP encourages members to review FIGHT CRIME: INVEST IN K~DS 
Mgr., Governmental Relations 


Linda S. Kunz ILLINOIS' crime prevention research and implerpentation strategies, and join 

Admin. Asst., Communications Mgr. 


their anti-crime efforts if they see fit. . 
Pamela J. Graham 

Secretary II, Bookkeeper 


DeAnn J. Richard 

Secretary, Receptionist * FCPO CHAPTER 172 * 
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Resolutiol1 on Curbing School & Youth Violence 
, . .." " 

A ppToved by the 

.Illiiwis State's Atto~lleys Association 

December 9,.1998. 

RESOLUTION 

As State's Attorneys working every day to get dangerous 

criminals off 'the streets, we know that investments today to 

. help kids get the right start are among AIlJerica's most 

powerful weapons against crime. The evidence is in that 

quality child care, parenting coaching and after.-school 

programs can help kids learn' the values and skills they need 

to'become good neighbors inStead of criminals. We 

therefore call on all o1.!I elected officials to ~dopt policies 

advocated byFICHTCRJME: INvEST IN KIDS ILLINOIS to: . 

'Il? Provide alt infants, toddlers and preschool children with . . 

quality educational child care at a price their parents can 
afford; . 

,Il? Reduce child ~buse and neglect by offering an at-risk 

parents "parenting coaches" through proven home 

. visiting programs, as wetl as access to community-based 

family res<;>urce centers. 

Il:!' Provide for school-age children and teens after-school 

programs and access to weekend and sUli:l.mer programs 

that offer recreation, academic support and community 

service' experience. 

The ISAA encourages ]ocafState's Attorneys to review the 

information from FICJ-IT CRlME: INVEST IN KIDS ILLINOIS an'd get 

involved in their crime 'prevention efforts if they see fit. 

( 




President 
Gary D. Anderson, 'Chief Deputy 
Appanoose County 
1125 W. Van Buren 
Po. Box 474 SecretarylTreasurer
Centerville, Iowa 52544-0474 Ted Kamatchus, Sheriff 
(515) 437-7100 Marshall County 
Fax (515) 437-7107 212 S. 2nd Ave. 
.E-mail sheriff@se-iowa.net. Marshalltown, Iowa 50158-2994 

. (515) 754-6380 
Fax (SIS} 754-6369 

E-mail S6401@msn.com 

Resolution on Curbing School and Youth Violence 

Approved by the board of the 

Iowa State Sheriff's & Deputies' Association' 

September 16, 1999 

RESOLUTION 

As Sheriffs and Deputies working every day to get dangerous criminals off the streets, we know 
that investments today to help kids get the right start are among America's most powerful 
weapons against crime. Quality child care, parenting coaching and after-school prograinscan 

'help kids learn the values and skills they need to become good neighbors instead of criminals. 
We therefore call on all our public officials to adopt the policies described in the FIGHT 
CRlME: INVESt IN KIDS Schooland Youth Violence Prevennon Plan: . 

• 	 Assure all 'ramilies access to quality child care for babies and preschool children. 

• 	 Reduce child abuse and neglect by offering all at-risk parents "parenting coaches" through 

proven home visiting programs, as well as access to comri!unity-based family resource 

centers. 


• 	 Help schools identify troubled and disrupt,ive children at an early age, and provide children 
and their parents with the counseling and training that can help kids get back on track. 

• 	 Offer all school-age children and teens after-school programs and access to weekend and 
summer programs that provide recreation, arts, academic support and community service 
experience, 

ISSDA Permanent Mailing Address 

Financicil Administrator-Wayne Boots, Major, Black Hawk'County, PO. Box 4180, Waterloo, Iowa 50704 


Vice Presidents 	 Board of Directors 

1st-Doug Strike, Chief Deputy ,.. "., ....... Chickasaw County Marv Van Haaften, Sheriff ............ : .. ,... . Marion County 

2nd-Sam Herkelman, Lieutenant ... ,., .. , ... Black Hawk County Bill Sage, Chief Deputy ,........ . ......... '...... Cass County 

3rd-Chuck Eddy, Sheriff .......... ,." ... : Buena Vista County Tim Junker, Sheriff ................. , ......... Butler County 

4th-Chuck Uskavitch, Sergeant ..... " ... , .... Dubuque County Scott Anderson, Sheriff ....... '...... , .... , ... Hamilton County 


Paul Fitzgerald, Sheriff ..... ,', ................. Story County 
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Maine Chiefs of Pollee Association 
. 93 Sliver Street., Waterville, Maine 04901 

Charles H. Jackson. EXecutive Director • Tel. (207) 873.0455 • Fax: (207) 873-0455 

President 	 Crime Preventiion Resolution 
Chief Joseph E. Young Sr. 	 ..'. BarHartJor, Ma" 29,1998 

~PobOtpt. 

0ftIaerI1117. t ... 	 Wherea•• we, as police chid's worldna every~day to set dangerous 
criminals offthe streets and we know that inVeStmeats today to help kids ,., va PtNJdtIt1t 


Chief David PIC:k.r1ng let the right stan are IrIlOns America', moSt' powerful weapons against 

Cape B'.zIIbeCtI PoIlca o.PL crime~ and, 


,ZItd Va P,.1kIent 
a., NtH J. s.ue.r Wbereas,. the'evidence that quality child eire, parer.ting coaching and 

Poll 'all'ft.kJ PoIa Dept. after-school programs can help kids team the values and skills they Deed 
J.vNllt..,·AIIM . 10 become good citizens instead ofcriminals; and 


CNef Wa",. M. McC.nlll\ 

Augusta Police DII!olt. 


Wbereat, we recognize that children are the key to our future; and, , 	 .TINtIJIWf 
Chs.! Edwarc2 TOlan Whereaa, crime prevention is everyone's responsibility,'-'mt::IUIh 'oUca Dtgt. 

S""'ClI)'
ChIef ~1I1in' R. foil., Be it Resolved, that tbe Maine Chiefs ofPolice Association by 


YOtIl POlice Dept.. unanimous vote., callout to an elected officials to adopt policies to: 


Pe~m."wt.fI . 
U Anne P: Schue! Provide aU infams, toddlers and preschool children wilh quality 
MarIO Slitt PObCII educational childcare at i price their parents can afford; 

intn1Jc114n. PI'1 ""~1If 

~f~A·Cort Reduce child abuse aDd neglect by offering alla.t-risk parents

0.",,* PO/a Dept. . -"Parenting coaches" through proven home visitation programs, as 

Clvi*ltl well as access to community-based Wnilyresource centers. 
CNef 1.110'( Janet 


Wddoboto PO/a Dept . 

Provide for all of Maine's school-age children and teens after 

1A9_611f1 LA/son school programs, and access to weektmd and summer programs
Jonn S. Mll1In 

that offer recreation, academic support and community !lervice 
experience; 

s:-n-1F 
Dlte~r.• 

C.O.P.s Care 
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Execulive Director 
Robe" S. Howe. MPA 

President 
Sherirr Lloyd Herrick 
Oxford County 
743-9554 

Firsl Vice Presidrnt 
Sheriff Mark A. Wcslrum 
Sagadahoc Counly 
443·8201 

s«ond Vice President 
Sheriff Bryan Lamoreau 
Kennebec County 
623-3614 

Stcrelary 
Sheriff John J. Goggin 
Piscataquis County 
564-3304 

Treasurer 
Sheriff William Clark 
~ancock County 
667-1404 

lminediale Pasl President 
Sheriff Daniel Davey 
Knox County 
594-5656 

AI-Large Past· President 
Sheriff Edward Reynolds 
Penobscot County 
947-4585 

Chaplain 
Sgt. Donald B. Willjam~ 
Kennebec County 
622-0990 

MAINE SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION 

11 Columbia Street 


Augusta, Maine 04330 

.(207) 626-7695 . 

(207) 622-4437 


e-mail: howe@maine.com 


RESOLUTION 

As law enforcement officials constantly working to remove dangerous criminals 
off our streets, we know that current investments to help kids get a positive start 
in life are among America's most powerfui weapons against crime. Quality 
child care. quality parenting, coaching and after-school programs have proven to 
be effective tools to teach kids the values andskills they need to become good 
Citizens instead of criminals. We,. therefore, call on an our elected officials to. 
adopt policies to: 

• 	 Provide all infaJ:)ts, toddlers and preschool children with quality' 
educational childcare at a price that all parents can afford. 

.. Reduce child abuse and neglect by offering all at-risk parents 
"par~nting coaches" through proven home visiting programs, as 
well as, access to c'ommunity-based family resoUrce centers. 

• 	 Provide for all ofArnerita's s~hool-age cllildrenand teens, after­
. school programs and access to wee~end and summer programs 

that offer recreation, academic'support and community service 
e~perience. ' 

mailto:howe@maine.com


~/ll '!Jo~J; cjtate CYlJj{)o~~tion rYeni'!fi rY!lbtioe, ~O. 
i:xecutive Offices: 2697 Hamburg Street -Schenectady, NY 12303-3783 .. (518) 355-3371 • FAX (5i8) 356·5767 

Dfflc.e.u (1999) 
President 

Thomas J. Roche 
Gates 

Immediate Past President 
James R. Clary 

HiJdson Falls 

1st Vice President. 
Eugene S. Tumolo 

Peekskill 

2nd Vice Preside~t 
John P. Grebert 

Colonie, 

3rd Vice President 
James Russo' . 

Hempstead 

Executive Director 
Joseph S. Dominelli 

, Counsel 
John J,Pciklemba 

!l3oa'tJ of gOt:Je.'tt10~j. 

Past President 
James R. Delapp 

Dewitt 

Zone 1 . 
Thomas L. Scott 

East Hilmpton 

Zone 2 
William J. Kilfoil 
Port Wilshington 

Zone 3 
Patrick Devlin 

New York 

Zone .4 
Louis S. D'Aliso 

Hawthorne 

Zone 5 ' 
, Richard Douglass 

CormNilll·on-Hudson 

Zone 6 
Kenneth E. King 
Saratoga Springs 

Zone 7 
H, Lloyd Perkins 

Camillus 

Zone 8 
Larry K. Preston 

Waverly 

Zone I;) 
Samuel C. Stelfenilla 

LeRo~" 

Zone 10 
Samuel M, Palmiere 

Tonawanda 

Retired 'v1ember Rep. 
Michael F Robich 

Cohoes 

New York, State Association of Chiefs of Police, In~. 
99th Annual Training Conference , 

Sheraton-Saratoga Springs Hotel and Conference Center, 
,Saratoga, New York 

July 26..; 30, 1999 

CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS 

RESOLUTION #37 , Urges Public Officials to·Adopt the 
Policies Described inFIGHT CRIME: 
INVEST IN KIDS School and Youth 

Violence' Prevention Plan ., 
I' 

WHEREAS, as Police Chiefs working every day to get dangerous cnminals off the 
streets, we know that today's investments to help kids get the right start are among 
America's most powerful weapons against crime; and 

WHEREAS, quality child care, parenting coaching and after-school. programs can help 
kids learn the values and skills they need to become good neighbors instead of criminals; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLYEO; that the New York State Association of 
Chiefs ofPolice, Inc. calls on all our public officials to adopt the policies described iIi 
FIGHTCRlME: INVEST IN KIDS School and Youth Violence Prevention Plan: 

.-.Assure all families access to quality child care for babies and preschool children.. 

...Reduce child abuse and neglect by offering all at-risk parents "parenting coaches" 
through proven home visiting programs, as well as access, to cOminunity-based family,

. . ,.... '" . . \ 

resource centers. 

-. .Help schools identifY troubled and disruptive children .at an early age and provide 
,children'and their parents wjth the counseling and training that can help kids get 
back on track. . 

...Offer all school-age children and teens after-school programs and access to weekend 
~d summer programs that provide recreation, arts, academic support and ,community 

. , . . 
'service ex.perience. 

Saratoga~ New York July 30, 
1999 



N. C.Association' of Chiefs of Police 

Chief Robert E, Cansler 
President 
P. O. Box 308 
Conoord, NC 28026-()308 

Telephone (704) 783-2 
. E-mail reccpdIOl@ctc.nct 

Pager (704)783-3715 
Fax (704) 786-3494 

.Whereas, we, as police chiefs in North Carolina's cities, working every day 
to get dangerous criminals off the streets, and we know that investments 
today to help kids get the right start are among North Carolina's most 
powerful weapons against crime; and, 

Whereas, the evidence that quality child care, parenting coaching and 
after-school programs can help kids learn the values and skills they need to 
become good citizens instead of criminals; and . 

Whereas, ~e recognize that children are the key to our future; and, 

Whereas, a primary objective of the Association is crime prevention and we 
recognize that crime prevention is everyone's responsibility, 

Be it Resolved, that the North Carolina Association of Chiefs of Police 

therefore calion all our elected officials to adopt policies named in Fight 

Crime Invest In Kids Quality Early Childhood And Youth Development Programs: 

Powerful Weappns Against Crime In North Caiolina and School and Youth . 

Violence Prevention Plan to: 


o Provide all infants, toddlers and preschool children with quality 
educational child care at a price their parents can afford; 

o Strengthen families and reduce child abuse, neglect and delinquency by' 
offering ail at-risk parents (at their option) ~'parenting coaches" through 
proven home visitation programs; 

o Provide for all of North Carolina's school-age children and teens access 

to after school programs, weekend and ·summer youth development programs that 

offer recreation, academic support, tutor-mentoring resources and community 

service experience, and; . 


o Help schools identify troubled and disruptive children at an early age, 

and provide children and their parents with the counseling and training that 

can help kids get back on track. 


Adopted this the 23r,d day.of February, 1999 

t2ijt:~ .. 

. Chief Robert E. Cansler, President 

mailto:reccpdIOl@ctc.nct


PRESIDENT 

Colonel lawrence Campion 

East Greenwich Police Dept. 


VICE· PRESIDENT 

Colonel Vincent McAteer 

Cranston Police Dept. 


SECRETARY 

Chief Thomas P. Tighe 

Jamestown Police Dept. 


TREASURER 

ChiefJames Wynne 

North KingstDwnPolice Dept. 


SERGEANT AT .~RMS 

Chief William McCombc 

New Shoreham Police Dcpt. 


l\lMEDIATE P.~ST PRESIDENT 

ChiefJohn W. O'Donnell, Jr. 

NarragansCll Poli~c Dept. 


RHODE ISLAND POLICE CHIEFS' ASSOCIATION 


RESOLUTION. 


As law enforcement officials constantly working to remove 
dangerous criminals off our streets, we know that current 
investments to help kids get a positive start in life are 
among America's most powerful weapons against crime. 
Quality child tare, quality parenting, coaching and after-
school programs have proven to be effective tools to teach· 
kids the values and skills they need to become good 
citizens instead of criminals. We therefore call on all our 
elected officials to adopt policies to: 

.' Provide all infants, toddlers and preschool children 
witl) quality educational childcare at a price that all 
parents can afford. 

• Reduce child abuse and neglect by offering all at­
risk parents "parenting coaches" through proven 
home visiting programs, as well as, access to 
community-based family resource centers. 

• Provide for all of America's school-age chiidren and 
teens, after-school programs and access to weekend 
and summer programs that offer recreation, 
academic support and comniunity service 
expenence. 
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Resolution or:' Curbing School & Youth Violence 

Approvedby the 

Texas Police Chiefs Association 

February, 1999 

RESOLUTION 

As police chiefs working every day t~ get dangerous criminals off the 
streets, we know that investments today to help kids get the right start are 
among America~s most PQwerfuI weapons against crime. Quality child care, 
parenting coaching and after-school programs can help kids learn the values 
and skills they need to become good neighbors instead of criininals. We 

, therefore calIon all our public officials to: 

Itii' 	 Provide ,all inf~ts, toddlers and preschool children with quality 

educational child care at a price their parents can afford. ' 


Itii' 	 Reduce child abuse ·and neglect by offering all at-risk parentS "parenting 
coaches" througn proven home visiting prograrris, as well as access to 
cOnlmunitY-based family resource centers. 

Itii' 	 Help schools identify troubled and disruptive children at an early age, and 
provide children and their parents with the counseling and training that 
can help kids get back on track. 

Itii' 	 Provide for school-age children and teens after~school programs and 
access to ,weekend and summer programs that offer recreation, academic 
support and community service experience. 



. 	 I; NATIONAL ADVISORY 
· COMMITTEE t· . 

POLICE 

William Bratton 

Fmr. Commiss'r.• NYC 


Sam Cabral 

PresKient, Int'l Union of 

Police Ass'ns, AFL·CIO 


Dean Esserman 

Chief, Stamford, CT 


Edward Flynn 

Chief, Arlington Co., VA 


Thomas Frazier 

Police Commissioner, 
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Gilbert Gallegos 

President, Frstema) 

Order of Police 
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John Millner 
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Charles Moose 
Chief, Montgomery Co., MD 

Patrick Murphy 
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Ruben Ortega 
Chief, San Lake City, UT 
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· AI Philippus 
Chief, San Antonio. TX 

Matt Rodriguez 
Fmr. Police Sup', Chicago, IL 

Joseph Samuels, Jr. 
Chief, Richmond, CA 

Jerry Sanders 
. Fmr. Chief, San Diego, CA 
Darrel Stephens 

Chief, Charlotte. NC 
Patrick Sullivan, Jr. 

Sheriff, Arapahoe Co.. CO 
Donald Warshaw 

Fmr. Chief, Miami, FL 

PROSECUTORS 

Michael Bradbury 
District Atty., Ventura, CA 

Ronald Earle 
District AIty.. Travis Co., TX 

Norm Early 
Former D.A.. Denver, CO 

Ralph Martin, II . 
DistriCi Atty., Suffolk Co., MA 

Janet Napolitano 
Attomey General, AZ. 
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District Atty.• Westchester, NY 
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VIOLENCE VICTIMS 

Frances Davis 
Fdr., Mothers of All Children 

Carole Grant Hall 

Director, Ginger Ridge 

Residents' Initiative 
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Editor, National Crime 

Victims Report 


Marc Klaas 
Pres.. Klaas Fdn. for Children 
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Mgr., Mental Heahh Clinic 
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Elaine Rondeau 


Founders, Action America: 
Murder Must End Now 

President 
Sanford A. Newman, J.D.,.FIGHT INVEST 

Associate Directors 
Amy R. DawsonCRIME Brendan J. FitzSimonsIN KIDS 

Research Director 
William C. Christeson, M.H.S. 

State Operations Director 
Marci Wasserman 

~.. :1' 
Communications Director 

Philip Evans 
December 14, 1999 

The Honorable William 1. Clinton 
President 
White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Clinton, 

As an organization made up of more than 600 police chiefs, sheriffs, 
prosecutors, leaders of police organizations, and crime survivors, we urge 
you, in your budget for FY 2001, to boost funding for educational child care, after­
school, and other programs proven to keep kids from becoming criminals. 

As you know, we are far short of the level of investment needed to help our nation's at­
risk kids get the right start to become good neighbors instead of criminals. When 
Amer;<;a coiJld no longer tolerate budget deficits, you hammered out a budget agreement 
with Congress to eliminate that deficit in five years. Today the deficit that most 
threatens every American family is a crime-prevention gap the gaping shortfal1 
in the investments we ought to be making to help our nation's kids get the right start. A 
fitting legacy of your administration would be to layout a 5-year plan to close this gap. 

In order to do that, we suggest you consider spelling out an "investment exception" that 
would allow funds in the "social security portion of the surplus" to be used for 
investments in children. 

Such an exception would be a recognition that these investments produce far more 
revenue than they cost, and that we will actually have more money for social security a 
few years down the road if we make these investments now. It would also be a 
recognition that we should not continue to irreversibly damage our children's chances 
and lock in unnecessarily high crime rates with a penny-wise, pound-foolish refusal to 
invest. 

We want to offer the help of all of our members in accomplishing these objectives, and 
wi11lo~k f~rward to strategizing with your staff about ways we can be helpful. 

As a first step toward closing our crime-prevention gap, we urge that you provide in 
your budget for FY 2001 at least: 

• $6.3 billion for Head Start, to continue the progress you have made in expanding +r {l..( 

this critical crime prevention program to serve more eligible children, to further \ lJ 
strengthen its quality. 

• 	 $2 billion for the Early Learning Fund so communities can provide home­
visitor and other parenting-education programs, and quality child development 
services to children under five. 

• $7.5 billion for the Child Care and Development Block Grant, maintainini cb\'L r-y--'
appropriate set-asides for quality, infants and toddlers, school-age care, and 	 i\ c..f-v 
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. resource and ~eferrals, with 0.818mi ion increase included in the discretionary funding 

portion to increase total diSC~~DBG funds to $2 billion to be made available October 

1, 2000. 


• 	 $1 billion for the 21st Century Community Learning Centers to continue the progress 
you have made in expanding after-school programs that provide constructive activities and 
connect kids with caring adults ;during the peak hours of violent juvenile crime. 

• 	 . $2.38 billion for the ,Title XX Social Services Block Grant. Rece~t cuts in this program ~ ') 
have shortchanged child care (15% of state spending under the block grant), child abuse ¥ JJ 
prevent!on, .removal and placement of abused children, drug treatment, and other critical crime ~ J I'" 
preventIOn mvestments. " 

• 	 $10.5 billion for 'fitle 1- Education for the Disadvantaged.. l( \ ~. 
. . 	 . 

• 	 $250 million for Title V of the Juvenile Justice Act for local delinquency prevention 
programs. 

I 
• 	 $350 million for the '''Parenting as Prevention" block grant program, so communities rI"¥\ r'> 

can provide parents with coaching, advice, family counseling, and other servicesthatcan \\~ I . 
dramatical1y reduce child abuse and negl~ct and subsequent delinquency. . . . \l. ~ 

Those.on the front lines of the battle against crime 'know that these investments are among our most 
powerful weapons against crime. That's why over the last year, virtually every major national law 
enforcement organization - including the Major Cities [Police] Chiefs Organization, the 
Police Executive Research Forum, the National Sheriffs' Association,and the 
National District Attorneys' Association·- have all adopted forceful cal1s for boosting 
critical crime prevention investments, such as educational child care and after-school programs, 
preventing child abuse, and providing intensive services to help troubled kids get back on track. 

A recent poll of police chiefs conducted for Fight Crime by George Mason University professors 
Scott Keeter and Steve Mastrofski showed that 86% of police chiefs agreed that "expanding after­
school programs and educational child care programs like Head Start would greatly reduce youth 
crime and violence." Nine out of ten agreed that if America fails to make greater investments in these 
programs now, "we will pay far more later in crime welfare and other costs." Police chiefs picked 
these investments 'as "most effective" in reducing youth violence by a margin of four to one over 
such alternatives as trying more juveniles as adults or hiring more police officers, and by seventy-to­
one over installing more metal detectors. . 

When America fails to invest in its children and youth, we pay far more later - not just in lives and 
fear, but also in tax dollars. So as you look for ways to do more with less, we'd like to point out that .' 
the federal treasury will actually have more money to dedicate to other uses a few years from now ­
whether for social security, paying off the accumulated national debt, or tax cuts - if we invest 
today in programs to help kids get the right start. For example: 

• 	 Economist Steven Barnett found that the High/Scope Foundation's Perry Preschool study 

saved $150,000 per participant in crime costs alone. Even after subtracting the interest that 

could have beeri earned.by investing the program's funding in finanCial ma{kets, the project 

produced a net savings of $7.16. including more than six dollars in crime savings -·for 

every dollar invested. ' 


• 	 A recent study by Professor Mark A. Cohen of Vanderbilt University estimates that for each 

high~risk youth prevented from adopting a life of crime, the country would save between \ ~ 


$1.7 mil1ion and $2.3 mi1lion.. . . '-- ( t."'¥'- ~ '(~~\Y> );~ 
D t7 ><,l-.tl.( .,.. Y"v(l 1I,'oLt-'\CfL . l~ ~~ 
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• A recent~Rand Corporation report shows that, even without counting the savings to crime 
victims and society, the resulting savings to government alone from effective early childhood 

. programs exceeds by two to four times the cost of the programs. . 

Yet we are falling far short of the investment needed to keep kids from becoming crimimilsand to . 
help troubled kids get back on track. This leaves every American at needless risk ofbecoming a 
victim. 

Those on the front hnes in the battle against crime know that these investments are among our most 
powerful weapons against crime. We urge Republicans and Democrats to work together to increase 
funding for the programs that can cut crime's supply line by keeping kids from becoming criminals. 

Sincerel ~, 4;f 
Sanford A. N{wman . . . 
President, Fight Crime: Invest In Kids 
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FIGHT CRIME: INVEST IN KIDS 
President 

Sanford A. Newman 

Associate Directors 
Amy R. Dawson 

Brendan J. Fitzsimons 

From America's Front Line Against Crime: 
A School and Youth Violence Prevention Plan 

Research Director 
William C. Christeson 

As AN ORGANIZATION OF HUNDREDS OF POLICE CHIEFS, SHERIFFS, PROSECUTORS, CRIME SURVIVORS AND 

LEADERS OF POLICE OFFICER ORGANIZATONS, we are determined to see that dangerous criminals are put 
behind bars. But anyone who thinks that jailing a criminal undoes the agony crime leaves in its 
wake hasn't seen crime up close. 

America's anti-crime arsenal contains no weapons more powerful than the proven programs that 
help kids get the right start -like quality educational child care, youth development programs 
for the after-school and summer hours, child abuse prevention, and intervention programs proven 
to help get troubled kids back on track. 

Yet today, inadequate funding for Head Start, educational child care, after-school youth 
development programs and counseling for troubled kids leaves millions of children at needless 
risk of becoming violent or delinquent teens ,and adult criminals - and leaves every American at 
needless risk of becoming a victim. 

We call on all public officials to adopt a four~part plan to dramatically reduce crime and violence 
and adult crime, and help young people learn the skills and values they need to become good neigh~ 
bors and responsible adults. While no plan can prevent every violent act, this common-sense plan­
based on our experience and the latest research about what really works to fight crime - can'make 
all of us safer. 

Four Steps to Dramatically Reduce School and Youth Violence 

1. Assure all school-age children and teens access to after-school, weekend and summer 
youth developmEmtprograms to shut down the "Prime Time for Juvenile Crime." 

In the hour after the school bell rings, turning millions of children and teens out on the street with 
neither constructive activities nor adult supervision, violent juvenile crime suddenly triples and 
prime time for juvenile crime begins. On school days, the peak hours for such crime are from 

3:00 PM to 6:00 PM. These are also the 
Violent Juvenile Crime Peeks Just After School Lets Out 

12.0"" 

J 8,0% 

u 

: 1.0% 

" i (1.0""­
I 

hours when kids are most likely to 
become victims of crime. They are the 
peak hours for teen sex, and being 
unsupervised after school doubles the 
risk that 8th-graders will smoke, drink 
alcohol or use drugs. 

Quality youth development programs 
can cut crime immediately and 
transform this Prime Time for Juvenile 
Crime into hours of academic 
enrichment, wholesome fun and 
community service. They protect both 
kids and adults from becoming victims 
of crime, and cut teen pregnancy, 
smoking, and drug use, while they help 
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.. ·Surveyed police chiefs hack 

t ~ prevention over punishment 

Karen MacPherson:1 ". Posl,Gazette National Bureau 

~ 
~ 
~. WASHINGTON - The majority 

of America's municipal police chiefs 
believe that expanding child care 
and after school programs - not hir­
ing more police officers - is key to 
reducing juvenile crime, according 
to a new poll. ' 

· The poU, commissioned by the 
Washington, D.C,-based group. 
Elght Crime: Invest in Kids, was re­
leased yesterday at a conference of ~ the International Association of

I Chiefs of Police. It asserts that 86 
percent of the 556 chiefs who re­

J 1 • sponded agreed that increasing in­
~ vestment in programs to help kids 
~ get the right start in life would· "greatly reduce" youth crime and 

. . violence. 
Fight Crime: Invest in Kids is a . O nonprofit anti-crime o~anization of 

·more than 500 police chiefs, sheriffs, 
prosecutors and crime survivors. 
Respondents were not told the ..poll's sponsor to avoid skewing the 
results,

A Ninety-one percent of the chiefs 
'! . ......; also agreed that if the nation didn't 

Ot 
.5 - ~ boost spending for child care and af­

ter-school programs, the United 
States "will pay far more later in 
crime, welfare and other costs." 

Asked 	 to rank four different~ strategies for their effectiveness in 
detemng youth crime, 69 percent of 
the chiefs gave the highest priority = to providing more after-school pro­

· grams and educational child care. 
The next strategy most often cit­

. .. ed by the chiefs was to "prosecute 

U\ 
~ more juveniles as adults." But that 

was selected by only 17 percent of 
them. Another 13 percent ranked 
"hire more reliceofficers to investi­

$1"" gate juveni e crime" as their top
IIIIIIiII.. strategy. . . 

~6........... "in~~l! ~~e~~~I~~~~t~::~I 'II*" 
• ~ surveillance cameras in school" as 

. . . their top youth crime-fighting prior­
. ity. 

. 	 . The poll results may surprise 
. those who think police chiefs are fo­• cused more on punishment than on 

_ prevention, said Edward Flynn, po­

lice chief of Arlington County, Va., 
and a 	 board member of Fight 
Crime: Invest in Kids. 

"Ifanything, the opposite is true," 
he said. "If we can identify at-risk 
kids and devise safety' nets (or them, 
we can deter a lot of crime." , 

In a telephone interview from the 
police chiefs' conference in Char~ 
lotte, N.C_. Pittsbi.J.r~ police Chief· 
Robert McNeilly, srud he had voted 
in the poll for more child care and 
after·school care. ''An ounce of pre­
vention is more valuable than a 
pound of cure," he said. "It's far bet­
ter to be proactive and aggressive in 
stopping crimes before they hap­
pen." . 	 . 

McNeiUy said he was worried 
about what would happen in about 
eight years, when a demographic
'boom that has produced a large 
number of 5- and 6-year~olds today 
causes a bulge in the number of 
young teen-agers, when children at 
risk begin getting crossways with 
the law. Getting young· children 
who've been emotionally abused 
and perhaps physically abandoned 
into good child care and after-school 
programs now would pay big divi­
dends then, he argued. 

President Clinton has proposed 
increases in fiscal 2000 federal fund· 
ing for after school programs and 
for a program offering child care aid 
to low-income working families. But 
these increases appear to be in 
trouble on Capitol Hill in his current . 
fight with GOP leaders, acCording to 
Sanford Newman, president of 
Fight Crime: Invest in Kids." 

"We are throwing away our most 
powerful weapons against youth 
crime when we fail to invest in child 
.care and after-school programs," 
Newman said, noting that most 
youth crime occurred beVween 3 
and8p,m. 

Flynn added: "We know these 
. programs work. We know they save 
money. Yet, when you look at the 
current after-school program, they 

. are covering only a fraction of those 
who need them." 

The Fight Crime poll, conducted 
between Oct. 14 and 27 by two 
George 	Mason University profes­

sors;' was sent to 855 randomly-se­

lected police chiefs of various-sized 

cities. Of those, 556 responded to 

the poll. The results come amid a 

renewed public focus on youth 

crime and violence, particularly af­

ter the spate of deadly shootings at 

U.S, high schools. 


On .Friday, Cleveland's mayor 
. shut down a city high school after 
authorities uncovered an apparent
plot by students to stage what au­
thorities described as a potential 
massacre, On the same day, the fed­
eral government issued a new 
handbook to help guide local offi­
cials in analyzing their schools' vul­
nerability to violence. 

Flynn said "Fight Crime: Invest 
In Kids" recently polled the general 
.public on youth violence, and that 
th~results mirrored those o£the p0­
lice chiefs' poU. In that poU, he said, 
respondents - by a 3-1 margin ­
said they were ready to either pay 
more taxes or forgo a tax cut to ex­
pand child care and after-school 
programs. 

"Congress doesn't seem to be lis­
tening to law enforcement or the 
public," Flynn said. "In an era of 
sound-bite politics, it's always dan­
gerous to say that you've voted 
against a mandatory-sentencing 
measure . 

. "And, let's face it, the constituen­
cy here is not necessarily a power­
ful one. Ge!lerally, politIcians like 
[for] us [police chiefs] to be stand­
ing in uniform in back of them with 
our mouths shut." 

Newman added: "Gang leaders 
. compete with each other to show 
who is the toughest on their turf_ 
Sometimes, members of Congress 
are more interested in competing to 
show who's the toughest [on crime) 
than in doing what works." . 

In fact, police chiefs who partici­
pated in the poll were guaranteed 
confidentiality to ensure that they 
didn't worry about being branded . 
"liberal" for their preference for 
prevention programs over punish­

. ment, Newman said,' 
"If we sold this program as a 

crackdown. it might have a chance," 
Flynn said jokingly. 

Pittsburgh. PA r uesdsy 0 243.483 
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TENNESSEAN 

Keen advice from police 


It shouldn't surprise anyone that 
police chiefs across the nation have 
strong opinions a.bout juvenile 
crime.. 0 

It may surprise some people. how­
ever.to learn that the top cops see in­
vesting in social programs as the 
most. effective tool in combating 
crime among young people. .. 

Police chiefs in a sUrvey conduct~ 
ed by"two professors at George Ma-· 
son University last month said in­
vestments in educational child care 
and after-school programs would be· 
the most effective route. Eighty-six 
percent said government coUld re-

o duce juvenile crime by increasing 
funding for pre-ventative programs. 

In fact. Edward A. Flynn, police 
chief in Arlington County. Va., and a 
member of the board of the interest 
group Eight Crime: Invest in Kids, 
says Congress doesn't seem to be lis­
tenirig to the police. 

Fight Crime: Invest in Kids, which 

commissioned the sur;:vey, seeks 
more funding from Congress to ad-· 
dress juvenile crime issues. 

Officers were asked to list their 
preferences for strategies and were 
·given a multiple choice between pro­
viding more after-school and child­
care plans. prosecuting more juve-. 
niles as adults. hiring more officers to 
investigate juvenile crime and ·con­
ducting more surveillance such as 

. cameras and metal deteCtors in 
schools~ 

The preventative programs, listed 
by 69% as the most effective choice ... 
were preferred by far above the oth­
ers. Only 17% chose the prosecution 
strategy, l3% the hiring option and 
1% the surveillance route. 

Police chiefs see the front""line per­
sonal stories involved as well as the 
broader <l.dministrative approaches 
available. The survey says a lot about 
that perspective. Congress should 
take note .• 

Nashville. TN 
Tennessean 
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As youth homicide arrests rise, 

police chiefs weigh in on prevention 


Officers want more after-school programming 

By FRANK A AUKOFER 

of the Journal Sentmel staff . 

Washington - America~s police chiefs 
overwhelmingly believe that the best 
strategy for reducing youth violence and 
crime is to provide more arter-school and 
educational child care programs. 

Only a few are convinced that more 
metal 'detectors and surveillance cameras 
in schools would help. 

Those are the major conclusions of a 
new survey, released this morning at a 
convention of the International Associa-· 
tion of Chiefs of Police in Charlotte, N.C. 

By a whopping 69%, the chiets en­
dorsed after-school programs and educa­
tional child care. That far outstripped the 
second choice, prosecuting more juve­
niles as adults, which was chosen by just 

Please see CHIEFS page 12 
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ChiefsjMore 
programmmg 

sought 
From 1 

17% of those responding to the 
survey. , 

Only 1% of the chiefs said 
they believed installing more 
metal detectors and surveillance 
cameras in schools was an effec­
tive strategy against youth ,vio­
lence and crime. A total of 13% 
endorsed hiring more poliCe of­
ficers to investigate juvenile 
crime. 

Responding to a question 
about after-school programs 
and early educational efforts 
like Head Start, 86% of the 
chiefs said expanding those pro­
grams would greatly reduce 
youth violence and crime. 

Only 14% replied that such an 
expansion would have little im­
pact. 

The survey, conducted be­
tween Oct. 14 and Oct. 27, went 
to 855 randomly selected police 
departments around the coun­
try, large as well as, small. The 
chiefs were asked to "guide 
elected officials" by selecting 
among the four main strategies. 

A total of 556 chiefs respond­
ed, a rate of 65%. 

The survey was conducted by 
two professors from George Ma­
son University in Fairfax, Va. 
Stephen D. Mastrofski and Scott 
Keeter. -and commissioped by 
Fight Crime: Invest In KiWi, a bi­
partisan. non-profit organtza­
Hon of police chiefs; sheriffs, 
prosecutors and viCtims of vio­
lence~ 
, Among the members of the 

organization'S state and n<ltional 
advisQry committee are Milwau­
kee County Sheriff Lev Baldwin 
and District Attorney Paul 
Bucher and Sheriff William Kru­
ziki of Waukesha County. ' 

At a briefing for reporters, the 
police chief of Arlington, Va., 
Edward A. Flynn, described the 
survey's results as counter~intu­
itive. He said most people likely, 
assumed that police chiefs 
would be heavy on punishment, 
quick reaction ,to crimes, and 
tough laws. ' 
"If anything," he said, ~~the 

, opposite is true." , 
Flynn, a member of the board 

of Fight Crime:' Invest in Kids, 
said police departments aU over, 

Sour<:e: George Mason University D€par1m<!nl 01 Public and Intemation.ll AHa'l> 

the nation were moving toward 
the "known but seldom under-
Gtood" concept of community 
policing, in which the police re~ 
spond to problems in neighbor­
hoods as defined by ,the resi­
dents.' 

But he, (said police chiefs 
sometimes did not publicIy en­
dorse such strategies as educa­
tionalchild care and after· 
school programs because they 
feared "it might brand them as 
liberals.", 

For that reason. Flynn said, all 
of the chiefs who were surveyed 
were guaranteed anonymity. 

The public, he said, expects 
law officers to be "heavy on the 
enforcement side," although 
"there's a lot more going on in 
the profession." 

Flynn said the most 'danger-' 
ous criminal activity period was 
right after school. Juvenile crime 
triples after school and peaks at 
3 p.m, he said. So, he said, it 

. makes sense to counter peer 
group pressures by. providing 
mentors and activities for young 
people in the 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
time period. 

Preschool programs also are 
crucially important, he said, as 
are programs to help people de~ 
velop parenting skills so they 
can cope with the problems in­
volved in rearing children. Fly­
nn pointed out ,that.75% of the 
calls to which police officers re­
spond are social 'problems, es­
pecially domestic disputes. 

, "Kids are involved as victims 
and observers," he said. 

Bucher, a member of the Fight 
Crime: ,Invest in Kids advisory 
committee, said the results of 
'the survey did not surprise him, 

Much of the public incorrectly 
thinks "just because we're law 
enforcement officers, the men­
tality is 'lock 'em up: II 

However, "police are more 
proactive," promoting such pro­
grams as school liaison officers 
and outreach activities, he said. 

/I At least in Waukesha and 
southeastern Wisconsin (the 
feeling is that) giving kids alter­
natives will go the longest way," 
Bucher said. ' 

Another. advisory c'ommittee 
member, Baldwin, called police 
chiefs realists. ' 

"We know what we need to 
do," he said. "If they're going to 
be in a gang, they're going to be 
in our gang. If.we get them on 
the front end, I won't have to 

, worry about seeing them." 
. Baldwin gave the Safe & 
Sound initiative as an example 
of what the Milwaukee metro­
politan area is doing to try to re­

'duce juvenile crime and. vio­
lence. The program is setting up 
"safe places" where tutoring 
and recreation are available 
after school, in evenings,and on 
weekends.. 

Sanford A, Newman, presi­
dent of Fight Crime: Invest In 
Kids, said studies showed that 
juveniles. ,in after-school and 
preschool programs were far 
less likely to be involved in 
crimes, and far less likely' to 

,commit crimes later in life. 
But he said schools were not 

,meeting this need, and Con­
gress and local governments 
were not providing enough 
money for such programs. 

Eldon Knoche of the Journal Sentinel 
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.After-school programs 

backed by police chiefs 

By Bill McAllister "Politicians like us standing 
Denver Post Wasnir.glo:1 Bureau Chief 'behind them with our mouths 

WASHINGTON - The nation's shut," Flynn quipped during a 
police chiefs overwhelmingly be­
!ieve that after-school programs 
for youngsters are a more effec­
tive way to light crime than ad­
ding more police officers, ac­
cording to a survey to be 
released today. 
. The surprising findings or the 

surveyor 556 police chiefs go 
counter to the "get-tough" more-
cops approach pushed by Presi­
dent Clinton and many members 
or Congress. 

But the findings. did not sur­
prise olricials of the coalition 
Fight Crime: Invest in Kids, a 
nonpartisan group that has been 
advocating such a program since 
its founding in 1996. It sponsored 
the survey and plans to offidally 
announce the results this morn-

media preview of the survey. 
The survey, conducted by 

George Mason University in the 
Virginia suburbs in the' after, 
math of the massacre at Colum­
binI' High School, showed that 
nearly nine of 10 police chiefs 
believe expanding after-school 
programs and providing educa­
tional child-care programs such 
as Head Start would "greatly re­
duce youth crim~ and violence." 

Asked what strategies are 
most ef(ective in' fighting juve­
nile crimes, nearly seven of 10 
said more after-school programs 
'andchild-care programs. Seven­
teen percent said prosecuting ju­
veniles as adults would help. 

Thirteen percent said hiring 
more police to investigate juve­

ing at a convention or the Inler- . nile crime would help, and .only 1 
national Chiefs of Police in Char­
lotte, N.C., a group that should.be 
receptive to the findings. 

Politicians resist idea 

Most politicians, however, 
seem to advocate much'more pu­
nitive ~teps, the group acknowl­
edged as it provided reporters 
with an advance look at the sur­
vey. 

"The presid,ent and Congress 
just don't get it," said Sanford A .. 
Newman, Fight Crime's presi·· 
dent. 

Arlington, Va., PoliceChi.ef 
Edward Flynn said the findings 
show that the nation's pOiice 'ad­
ministrators no longer view their 
job as just responding to crime, 
but as advocating programs to 
prevent crime.' 

Most chiefs al:;o realize that 
most juvenile crimes tend to QC_ 

c b t e 3 p m d 8 p 
t~; a7t;-:hool 'ho~:sn when'~~" building more juvenile detent!on 
estimated 7 million childrenlack centers, and 4 p~rcent to puttmg 
adult supervision, the oUidals metal detectors In schools. 
said. The survey was mailed in mid· 

percent favor installing mdal 
detectors and surveillance cam· 
eras in schools. 

Pay now or pay later 

If the nalion does not invest in 
such strategies. the chiefs said 
by a ratio of better lhan 9-to-l 

. that the nation will "pay far 
more later in crime, welfare and 
other coslo;." 

Asked to rate various strate­
gil'S for fighting crime, the chiefs 
once again gave the highest 
marks to after-school programs, 
whiCh received a top rating from 
57 percent of those responding to 
the survey. 

Fifty-three percent said they 
rated highly programs that pro­
vide "parent coaching for high-
risk f~mjlies .." Fo~rtl."en per~~nt 
~ave. op ratings 0 prosecu 109 
Juvemles as adults, 7 perCl~nt to 

points, tbe George Mason reo 
searcbers said. 

Clinton, wbo made adding new 
police officers a central theme of . 
bis anti-crime program; also bas 
advocated increases in after­
scbool programs, but Congress 
bas rejected many of them, the 
Fight Crime group noted. 

Fight Crime: Invest in Kids' 
was organiiedwitb the financial 
support of a number of private 
luundations: It bas actively lob· 
bied for more funding for after· 
school programs and other coin· 
munity-based eCforls that help 
identify troubled children before 
lbeybave problems witb the law. 

Previous polls commissioned 
by tbe group showed that the 
public would overwhelmingly 
support giving up a tax rebate or 
paying more taxes to. provide 
better access to after-school pro­
grams and. programs such ,as 
Head Start. 

Denver, CO 
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Not all police chiefs 
'get tough' on youth crime 
A survey of the country's police chiefs shows they favor after·school 
programs as a more e~ way 10 light crime than adding more officers. 

1. Chiefs were asked about Ihe eHectiveness or allm ·sdlOOl programs . 
on youth crime and violence: .-,' 

Would greatly 
reduce youth '. 
crime and violence 

Would have little 
impact on youth 
crime and violence 

2. Chiefs were asked about most effective strategies to combat 
youth crime ' 

,iZJ ~~~:-.."i ~'''~N-X'':''i~~~~:.~t.·...;i.If..",'H:~ J,iWi;f/;{.,.~Provide more after-schoof 
programs and educational chlld­ 1 88% :. 
care programs 

Prosecute more juveolfes 85 8dufts 

Hire more police office('S to 

investigafe juvenile crlmes 


Install more ~al detectors and ~t'% 

surveillance cameras in schools lr..; 


3. Chiefs were asked whelher investing more in aller·school and child· 
care programs is worth it: 

Not worth the payoff 
later 

Will pay far more 
later - ...... -. --.... . 

4. Chiefs were asked to rale strategies from I 10 S. Here are the 
percentages that rated a particular strategy best: 

7% 
. Df'ff'IffI 

4% em .­
Metal Building Proseeut· Head Start Parent After· 
detectors 'more log more or stmnar coaching schoof 
In sclloofs juvenile Juveniles earty for hfgh- . and 

<i<!tention 8S adullls childhood risk summer 
centers . education families youth 

programs 

Ihe OcrtW, PUo! 
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Police 
say care 

for kids 

is vital 
After-school care prevents· 
youth crime, chiefs believe 

By LEIGH DYER 
Staff Writer 

If it carrie to choosing between money to hire' . 
more officers and money to pay for expanded . 
after-school and child-care programs, most of 
the nation's police chiefs would choose the pro­
grams for children, a new poll released Mon­
day found; 

In the poll results announced in Charlotte. 69 

percent of 556 chiefs ranked after-school ana 
child-care programs as the most effective strat­
egy to reduce youth violence. That's over five 
times the number who ranked hiring more po­
lice officers as their top priority - just 13 per­
cent. 

"We can't spend a dollar better than an in· 
ves1ment in our children," said Charlotte­
Mecklenburg Police Chief Darrel Stephens, 
who conducted the news conference outside 
the Charlotte Convention Center. 

The Washington-based nonprofit group 
"Fight Crime: Invest in Kids," released the poll 
during the convention of the International As­
sociation of Chiefs of Police. 

The crime-fighting group is now using the 
poll results to push Congress to increase fund­
ing for child care and after-school programs 
over the next five years. At a minimum, the 
group wants to see $800 million in funding for 
childhood initiatives proposed by President 
Clinton restored to the federal budget, where it 
was trimmed by lawmakers earlier this year. 
Sandy Newman, Fight Crime's president, said. 
th~ funding shouldn't stop there. . .. 
. The Major Cities 'Police Chiefs association, 

the National Sheriffs Association and the Po­
lice Executive Research Forum have endorsed 
the call for increased funding. The N.C. Associ­
ation of Police Chiefs has also endorsed the 
proposal, but the S.C. association has not taken 
a vote. . 

Mecklenburg District Attorney Peter Gil­
christ noted that studies show juvenile crime 
triples in the hour after the school day ends. 
Other studies show students who don't attend 
after-school programs are six times more likely 
to be convicted of a crime during their high 
school years than those who do attend 
......·....···......······..··..··..····..·.......pieQ:;;e·see·POliip;ige..sc 
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Police urge better·care for children 

POLL(romlC 

such programs, he said. 
Dozens of other chiefs from 

around the country voiced their 
support. Monday. "Investing in 
our young people and investing 
in families are much more cost­
effective than the investment we 
make in building prisons," said 
Joseph Samuels, chief of police in 
Richmond, Calif. 

After receiving federal funds 
throughout the 1990s to enlarge 
their police forces, many chiefs 
say they still wouldn't tum down 
the opportunity to hire more offi­
cers. But the poll shows many 
chiefs believe other priorities are 
more important, Fight Crime offi­
cialssaid .. 

The poll asked chiefs to select 
. their top priority among four 
youth-violence prevention mea­
sures. In addition to the 69 per­
cent who chose after-schoo) and 

child-care prQgramS and the 
13 percentwho chose hiring more 
officers, 17 percent voted for 
prosecuting more juveniles as 
adults, and 1percent chose in­
stalJing more metal detectors and 
surveillance cameras in schools. 

In a separate question, 91 per­
cent of the poll respondents said 
they agreed that without more 
funding for after-school and 

. child-care programs, "we will pay 
far more later in crime, welfare 
and other costs." . 

Professors from George Mason 
University conducted the survey 
from Oct. 14.to Oct. 27. They. re­
ceived 556 response;; from 855 
randomly selected municipal po­

. lice chiefs. The margin of error 
was plus or mirius 5 percentage 
points. 

Monday's announcement was 
part of an ongoing discussion at 
the chiefs convention about 
ways to reduce youth violence, 
particularly in sehools. Hundreds 

ofchiefs crowded into workshops 
Sunday and Monday to learn 
about the latest school violence 
prevention programs across the 
country: Many officials also dis­
cussed their retooled plans for re­
sponding to school crises in the 
wake of last April's school shoot­
ings in Utt1eton, Colo. 

But Fight Crime's Newman 
said 'using metal detectors and 
other securitY measures to drive 
violence· out of schools won't 
solve the problem of youth vio­
lence. 

"In an average week, 40 kids 
are killed in America by violence. 
That's 150 Uttletons a year,~ 

Newman said . 
. "We won't have accomplished 

much if wejust move violence out 
of the schools and into communi­
ties." . 

Reach public safety reporter Leigh 
Dyer at (704) 358·5058 or 
Idyer@charlotte.com. 

. " 
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THE PLAIN DEALER 
To help teens, police favor after-school efforts 


over more enforcement 
 Cleveland. OH 
Plain DealerBy TOM DIEMER forcement over a preventive ap- programs. What's two [more) of­

and STEPHEN KOFF CI,f.llndproach. That is no longer the ficers going to do for me? They're 
MII.AruPlAl1i OEALEA aulU':Au case, he said. . going to bring these kids in, but 

WASHINGTON - A majority "I think we need al'ter.school now what am I going to do with Monday o3~4.74D 

of the' ·men and women on the programs and we need to help them' I'd rather take the S100,000 
front lin,es in the fight against .. turn kids around and try and give and help SO kids than arrest ~OO, NOV 1.1999 
youth cnme say expanded after- them some direction" said. The goal IS to work with our kids, 
school programs and better child Shaker Heights Chief' Walter to turn them around," 1111 II! lUI II 1111I111I Ill! 111111 
care, would be more eff~ctive in Ugrin.ic, who agr~ed with the sur- Chief Flynn and Sanford New­

deah!1g With, troubled kids t~an vey fmdmg~. Chll~ren and par-man, president of Fight Crime: rwmrafN "lS0908 

hl~ng extra cops ~r Installing ents, espe~lally ,single parents, Invest in Kids, will release the L!JL!U!IIlII'R ISS' (1.11' I' /',".(;5' 


m tal . detectors In, schools, need help In getting th~ough the SUl"Vey of S66 police chiefs today 

ecCordmg to a new nanonal sur· lat~ al't~rnoon and evenl~~ hours, in Charlotte. N.C" where the In- ' 

ey. which IS when authontJes say ternational Association of Chiefs 

Chief Edward A, Flynn of Ar- most youth cnme occurs. of Police is holding itsconven­

lington, Va., said he knew the Given a choice of spending tion. The poll showed that 86 per­

finding would strike many as $100,000 on youth-crime officers cent. of the chiefs questioned 

"counter-intuitive," since it is as- or on programs for kids, Ugrinic agree that after-school activities 

sumed police favor tough en- said, "I'd go with after-school and educational child care such 


as Head Start "would ~atly!;- wo~ld assume that the police Elyria Police Capt. Dennis Will 

duce youth cnme and Vlolence. poli~y-ma.kers would be heavy on said a mix of after-school pro-


When asked to rank anti-crime purushment, heavy on reaction, grams was needed. . 

strategies, 69 percent· thought. heavy.on sanctions ~henit comes HSom~ are athletic, others are 

al'ter-school programs were most to trymg to deal With our cnme mentormg programs or tutoring 

effective. while 1i percent said problem," Flynn said. "If any- for school, others are just social 

prosecuting more juveniles as thm~: the oPPosite would be progr~ms we put together to give 

adults was preferable: Thirteen true. the kids an alternative. And one 

percent said the most effective ~orge Mason. University con- of the aims is obviously to get 

strategy would be to hire addi. ducted the mailed ~urv~y for theI"? before they get into a cycle 

tional officers to investigate Fight Cnmes: Invest In ~ds, an that s gomg to lead them down the 

youth crimes. Only 1 percent reo anu-,cnme group - favonng pre- .wrong p~th," Will said. "I abso­

sponded that more metal detec- vennve approaches:- made up of lutely think that's a worthwhile 

tors and surveillance cameras in pollce .ch,lefs, shenffs, ~rosecut· thing: It may not be the overall 

schools would solve youth vio- ors, cnmmologlSts an,d VlCtims of solunon. but I believe it's money

lence. . cnme. Nearly one-third of those well spent." . . 


. . polled were from cities with pop­
"People who ~o~'t know a lot . ulations above 100,000; the mar- --='~~f2 


about w,hat policmg has been gin of error was plus or minus 5 . 

through In the last several years percentage points. ~:('2~~en' 
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HELPING KIDS: Child-<:are and arter-ochool programs are 
better ways to end juvenile violence than hiring more police 
officers, prosecuting children as adults or increasing securi· 
ty in schools, according to a survey of 556 police chiefs re~ 
leased at the aMu'a1 convention of the International Associa· 
lion of Chiefs or Police in Charlotte. N,C. The survey, 
commissioned by Fight Crime: Invest in Kids, found that 
69% identified child-<:are and aJter-ochool programs as their 
top solutions to fighting juvenile crime, By comparison. 17% 
of the chiefs said more children should be prosecuted as 
adults. 13% said hiring more officers would be their top solu· 
tion, and 1 % opted for adding metal detectors and surveil· 
lance cameras to school,>. " . ' Gary Fields 
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Making Kids Safer 
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When ki~ puU out their guns at 
school and open fire on classmates 
and teachers,lt tends to get our: atten- . 
lion. Which is why school safety has 
trumped academic quality as the top 
concernof parents whose chlldren are . 
returntng to school th1s month. 
. Parents and school board memo 

bers are clamoring for metal detec- . 
tors, armed guards, see-through 
knapsacks, whatever it takes. Some 
of the wackos at the National Rifle 
Association want to arm teachers 
and administrators. KIds are being 

. thrown out of school for traffick.1ng in' 
Violent fantasies and -In the case of 
a second grader In Maryland - malt- . 
lng a gun out of eonstruction paper. 

please, a little penpectJve. 
James Alan Fox. a professor of 

criminal justice at Northeastern Uni­
verSity, reminds us that despite the 

0­ tragedies In Littleton. and Jonesboro, 
0­ the publlc schools are just about the 0­..... safest places avallable for children. 

0\ 
 "If you look at the school shootings 

for last year and the year before,a:: 
there were about four dozen homl· ' ~ 
cides a year," he said. "When you 
consider that there are about 50 mil. 

c:Q 

~ lion schoolchildren, the chance that~ 
your child will' get kJIled In schoof is'f.... 
literally one in a million." ~ 

.~ po was no a we s 

C/) 
 unmoved by the four dozen homi~ 

~
.. cldes that occur annually at schOOls, 

but that we should be taking steps to '<' 
cut down on the violence that threat.0 
ens youngsters wherever they might 
be. And the most effective way to do ~ that, according to Professor Fox and 
a sensible. group In Washington


f.... 

:t: 

called Fight Clime: Invest In Kids, is 
to look beyond the quick flXes (metal 
detectors and we like) to those ~lIfti· 
cult, long·term preventive efforts· 
that can bring about wholesale re­
ductlons in the amount of youth 
crime and violence. 

In addition to saVing lives, you can 
enrich the environment of enormous 
numbers of children by investing In 

z: early chlJdhood education programs 
j:: 
E . like Head Start, by providing after-

school programs that give children ~ 

l 
>­ and teelHlgers something valuable 

to do during the peak crtme hours for 
Juveniles (2 P.M. to 7 P.M.), and by 

I 
~ offering parenting programs and 

other assistance to young mothersj
0 and fathers whose chUdren are at '.
i. hi risk for e Into trouble. ."C... Fight Crime: Invest In Kids is a S group of 550 law enforcement offi· 

eers and crime victims. Many of its 

investment in crime prevention pro­
rams that have been shown to work. 
"We have 40 i ing I a 

week, 98 percent of them outside .of 
schools," said the group's president, 
Sanford Newman. "We know how to 
dramatically reduce that violence." 

After-school programs are among 
the easiest and most effective crime 
prevention efforts.IAS Professor Fox 
put it: 
'~B~g back the 'frills' In school ­

violins rather than violence. In the 
wake of various taxpayer revolts, 
many of the extracurricular options .. 
- band, chorus, drama, various' 
sports, computer clubs, etc. - were . 
eliminated In a return to the basics. 

A challenge to 
quick school fixes. 

ThIs has made school increasingly 
distasteful and ~pleasant for those 
kJds who faJ.) to excel-In academics; . 
but could feel good about their 
achievements In other areas." 

Some school dtstricts have restored 
after-school programs In re<:ent years 


. but have. undermined their effe<:tive­

ness by placing them off llmlts to the 

kids who need them most In some 

cases youngsters who do not maintain 
a C average are barred from extra· 
curricular activities. Or kids whose 
parents cannot provide transporta~ 
tiM at the end of the extended school . 
day are excluded. 

"What we've done," sald Profes­
sor Fox. "ls made after-schoot p~o­
grams a privilege for the good kids 
as oppOsed to a necessity for the 
marginal kids." 

Fight Crime: Invest in' KJds spon­
sored a poll In which 47 percent· of 
respondents said their chief concern 
as kids headed back to school was 
the problem of crime and violence. 
Nineteen percent cited academic ls· 
sues as their top concern. 

BOth Mr. Newman and Professor 
Fox said the concern over school 
violence presented an opportunity to 
generate support for programs that 
target violence in general. 

"You can understand the anxiety 
over violence in the schools," said 
Professor Fox. "What we should 
do is build upon that 8fWety to do 

members are fiscally conservative, some .really meaningful. things for. 
but the Ilroun Is c:ommltt.Pd tn.nnhllr r+tIlAr..n" n 
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Invest in Kids Now, or Pay Later 


I 
nan a~erage ~eelt, 40 children are killed in· iseJected were one4'ourth as likely to be OODVictafofa --. 


. Amenca by VIolence. Most of these aime as thooe not choo!n. The boys and girlswho 

killings.-98 percent, in fact-take place participated in the program Were 50 percent more 

outside of schools. We are paralyzed with shock at IikeJyto graduate from high school on time. 
the killings in a Littleton, Colo., high school, but The third part ofthe invest-in-kids plan woold 
do the math and it shows the deaths among provide access to early childhood development 
youngsters that don't make the headlines add up progJ'3Im for an families. This is the time when 
to more than ISO Littletons a year. children learn to get alongwith others. Re5earchers at 

Iil the last few roonths. there's been the usual hand the Higb/Soope &h.tcational Research Foundation • 
wringing over school violence and the requisite White enrolled halfa group of low-income toddlers in quality 
House conference. But at sumriter's midpoint, when child care. Twmty-two years Iater, those \eft out were 
policies and programs affecting schools should be five times as likely to have berorile chronic ., 
moving into place for fall's opening, there's scant lawbreaker.!. 
evidence of significant changes. In fact, programs that The fourth dimension caDs for preventing child . 
could Pr'evmt youth violence are in considerable abuse throogb progi;um that Coach parents on how to 
jeOpardy in the Republican tax-artting plans. In the relate to their childreri, and through programs to help . 
end, Littleton haSnot had much of an impact. heal abused and neg1ected youngsters. Parenting I 
. What makes this more than a pity, what makes it progr31ll.'I for Iow-income, first-time mothers have rut 

reaDy unforgivable, is that there are proven programs abuse and n~ by 80 percent and halved the i 

that cmbvioIence and other ~ behavior. llUIIlbenof~!.~cies. .!, 
Fight Crime: Invest in Kids is an organization Erooomi.st Steven Barnett found that the I , 

formed in 1996 with the bedrock philosophy _High/Soope Foundation's Perry Preschool program . 
meroorably expressed by former WmstonSa\em . saved $150,CXX> per partic:ip;int in ro;ts that Would . 

· police chief George Sweat As he put it: The fight .have been inrurred had they become involved in . 

3I9Iinst aime "needs to start in the highchair, not wait crime. 

for the electric chair." What gives the iDessage so When Professor Mark A. Cohen, ofVanderbilt 

much clout is that it comes from a group whose Univmity, studied chronic offenders. he estimated 

members inclUde 500 police chiefs, sheriffs, district that each youngster saved from a life of chronic crime 

attomeys. violence pievention scholars, as well as saves Americans between $1.7 million and $2..3 . 

parents who have 1<;l5t children to violence. This is not millioo in the cost of incarceration and in victim costs. 

the ivory tower liberal set. These are PeoPle who are such as pain and suffering and property \oss.. 

on the bloody front lines. . These kinds of programs should be expanded as 


I They have put togl'ther a School and YOUth .: part of acriIJle.fighting initiative. Instead, they are 
,1 VIOlence Prevention plan, which has been endorsed going to be Put on life support ifthe tax cut package 

\ by many national and state law enforcement approved by the House last week becomes law. 

1organizations. Minimizing access to guns is agivm. i There is, as with all budget matters, some history: 

f But their plan also involve; other aspects, including ; When Congress adopted the Balanced Budget Act in 

. early intervention and prevention programs th3t spot l. . 1997 it required massive, across-the-board spending 

i troubled kids and make sure they get timely and [arts, starting with small arts in fiscal 1997 and 1998.' 

'; effective help. Most young people who engage in ,Cutsof 11 percent to:14 percent are required this 

, violence show signs of problems in elementary school.t }'t2I', with,mOre arts over the next 10 years. The 


Fight Crime: Invest in Kids cites studies that show ~ budgt>t surplus we've been hearing so much about is 
that children who get professional help when they are ; dependent on these spending caps. 

i young are 50 percent less likely to be delinquent later 1 Sanford A. Newman, president of Fight Crime: 
on. . t ~ in Kids, says, "Key Republicans who head the 

They want all children to have access to good t appropriation process have already said they can't 
. after«hool programs. The importance of this can't bel even rome up with-appropriations biI\s that stay 

overstated: Violent juvenile crime triples in the hour i within these capS, so it's been widely assmned they'd 
after school ends, and after-school homs are peak i be lifted this}'t2I' since arts are no longer necessary to 
hour.; for kids to become crime Victims or to be !.balance the budget. These bills would lock in massive 
involved with drugs, alcohol or sex. Being _ j' budgrt arts and likely produce amassive crime wave 

. mJSUperVised after schOol doubles the risk that for decades to come." 
·_e:iglL~will smoke. drink or use ~_..._. : These spending caps have gotten relativcly little 

But there are programs that wOrk against thooe. attention, but their implications for federal spending 
influences. In a five.city study, haHof a group of31m in all areas. including law enforrement and programs 
high school youngsters were assigned to participate for children, are huge. Instead of investing in kids, we 
in the Qaantum Opportunities after-school program. are headed straight down the road of investing in 
The high school. freslunan boys randomly selected oiminak. It's shortsighted and fiscaI1y foolish. It 

· fran welfare hooseholds were only ~ as likely makes evm less sense ifyou allow yourself to think

i to be convicted of a crime during the high school . about the heartlche and hwnan tragedy ofchildren . 

:! .years as those not selected. All of the boys and girls . lost to violence. 

,~' -~'-.---------:-.- .... 
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3:00, Nowhere to Go 
'I~--------------~----~ 

The peak hours for juvenile crime 
are 3 P.M. to 8 P.M., with the biggest, 
most dangerous burst coming in the 
verv first hour after schooL· 

':In the one. hour after the school 
bell rings, juvenile Lrime triples," 
said Sanford Newman, a ia'W),er and 
president of a national organization 
called Fight Crime: Invest in Kids. 

The fundamental problem, of 
course, is a lack of adult supervision. 
Tne number of families that leave 
children unsupervised for part of the 
day has increased drastically in the 
past two to three decades. More 
women are working, more couples 
are divorcing and more children are 
bejng born to single mothers. After 
being closely supervised all day, mil­

. lions of youngsters find themselves 
~.~ddenly on their own at 3 P.M. 

A report prepared for Attorney 
General Janet Reno.by Mr. Newman 
and James Alan 'Fox, dean of the 
College of Criminal Justice at North· 
eastern University, said: "Experts 
estimate that between five and seven 
million 'latchkey children' go, home 
alone after school, and that roughly 
3~ percent of 12-year-olds are regu­
larly left to fend. for themselves 
while their parents are at work." 

A lot of those kids get in trouble. 
. Some will vandalize property, some· 

will do drugs, some wiII have sex 
(the hours immediately afrer school 
are the peak hours for the conception 
of teen-age pregnancies), some will 
join gangs and some will commit 
violent crimes. 

The report to Ms. Reno focused on 
the crime problem and said a nation­
al commitment. to well-run after­
school programs would be among the 
most effective ways of responding to 
it.· 

"When we send millions of young 
people out on the streets alter school 
with ne responsible supervision or 
constructive activities, we reap a' 
massive dose of juvenile crime," the 
report said. 

"If, instead, we were to proyide 
students with quality alter-school 
progr'ams, safe havens from' nega· 
tive iniluences, and constructive rec­
reational, academic enrichment and 
community service activities, we 
would dramatically reduce crime 
while helping students develop the' 
values .and skills they need to be­
come good neighbors and responsi-

IJlle adults" 
Fight Crime: Invest in Kids is a 

bipartisan crime prevention group. 
Its membership is composed pri­
marily of high-ranking police offi­

cials, prosecutors and victims of 
crimes. 

Youth programs are seen as a 
critical crime-fighting tool by police 
departments across'the country. A 
national survey of police chiefs found 
that 92 percent believed the nation 
could make much sharper inroads 
againstcririle if there W<;lS a willing­
ness to invest more in youth develop­
'ment programs and activities. 

.In an interview last week, Police 
Chief George Sweat of Winston-Sa­
lem, N.C., said: ·"In our local system' 

Peak time for 
. youth crime.. 

we used to h<iveafter-school sports 
and they cut back on them in the Jate~ 
80's, and I think thaI's been one of the 
problems we've had with crime after 
school. It's since then that we've felt 
the brunt of the juvenile crime." 

Chief Sweat said Winston·Salem 
,had been considering the possibility 
of an 11 P:M. to 6 A.M. curfew for. 
young people, but when he looked at 
the peak ~ours for juvenile crime he 
quickly found that the overnight peri· . 
ad was nOlthe problem. '. 

"It just blew us away," he said. 
"There was no comparison. It was 
that period after school when we 
were finding our juvenile suspec~ 
and our juvenile victims. Right after 
school is when most of the kids are 
still congregated together, they 
haven't totally dispersed, and that's 
when vou see the influence of the bad 
kids, 'You know, 'Let's follow the " 
leader.' 

"The other kids get caught up in it. 
The fisticuffs. They go the 7-Eleven 
and shoplift. The statistics will show·' 
you that. the after-school programs 
are far more important than a cur- ' 
few." 

Mr. Fox said the need for after.. 
school programs will only grow over 
the next several years as the nation's 
teen-age population. increases SUb: 
stantially. But he cautioned against 
seeing such programs' simply as' a 
way of fighting crime. 
. "They wiIl reduce crime," he said, 

but they are neededfor other reasons 
as well. "It is not a great idea that we 
have more and more kids· who are 
getting iess and less supervision. For 
their general well-being, we need .to 
get more adults into their lives." .0 



r'scllool flOllrs are Ute 

Hearst Newspapers was one of five national news 
services - including the Associated Press - to 
cover the release of the After Sclrool Programs or 
After School Crime report inSeprember 1997. 

~fter-school peal( time for youth crime 
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peak.tiroe for Juve.nlle c.rlme, accordJng 10 n study' 
Nleased y-eslerday by an advocacy group Ulat 
blamed such c.rlme on a lack of adult supervision
and constructive activities for yo Wlgslers. 

"It is far better to prevent another crime from 
occurring than to punlsh the criml'1al aller 
another victim ls harmed," said Attorney Genernl 
Janet Reno. who recelvc.d the report from Ule 
gr.oup, Fl~t Crime: Imes! In Kids. . 

Reno aded Ulal Ihe report "reinforccs my 
CflrnmJtment to ucellent. effective after-school 

rograms." . . 
,The report, based on Fill slatlst.les from eight 
t.ltes, S.!lld half of violent juvellile enme 011 s(,IIool 

dnys occti.r.; between 2 .. lid 9 p.rn, nndli ,., pC'r· 
cen! orll I.4Ikes place In Just one hour - between 

os would not guarnlltcc redured crime, "'1 hi' 
lteno saJd govemmenl funding direcled speclli· cderaJ govenllilent already s/lcllds over S,I !JUlill!' 

caUy at after,school programs can prncnt crime 
as weU as help children Improve academicllll)"
"We have seen cri.rne prc\'enlion pror..rams 
work," she said al a tre.'Lrnent center for at,risk 
students, In Hoc.kville, Md., where she received 
the report. 

F1gJlt Crime's president, Sanford Nellt111an, 
pointed to data showinr. Ihilt students In after· 
school programs had slQniOcontly lower convic· 
'jon rales U'LolIl Ulose nol III such programs. 

B)' r:rtpt.1dllg ·"OnS1.lpcn1~rd hours !'pellt 
tx{xlSedllu dinSNO'u's'lnflucnccs 011 a ~Irect cor 
ncr V.;tll boul s spt".Jld ul1der ladulll ~upcT'\'i:;jon, 
al\er·schdoJ jrograms might be expected to clim· 

Inale all or l1Iosl or Ille cdmes partkipolilll 
YOllflgstr.rs mighl oUlcrwlsc commit durin!: thos. 
hours," UIC report said, 

James Alan Fo)';. dellll of Northeastern lJIJ!\t:1 
slty's CoUege of Criminal Juslice in nostun and. 
co·author of Ule report, said tile peak nir.ll( 
period occurs because youn~stcrs ha\'e he(,1 
"pent up to a school room all day. RndHor Ulen, 
U's a Urne 10 let GO" 

President· Clinlon's liseal 1!J!J1J budl:c!. Ill'1\' 

before Congress. prllJlosed Hi:1 millioll ror a/In 
sellOul programs, bllt tlie IIouse' J\pprCl\lli:ltiUJI: 
Corruniltee has Cllt the nmoullt 10 $50 mi fioll :t!ll. 

Ule, Senate Appropriations COlTlmittee dropped il 
enUrely. ' 

Sen. 'JeH SI:ssiulIS, It Ala" rhainll:!" III till' 
Senate's JUIIUI crime SlIhl'OIlUllillec. lold IIi! 
A.s~ocialc Press Ulat exIra funding fur such prll 

a year on nt, risk programs." Ie said, askin/!. "lJo 
all or Ulcse programs reduce juvellilc 'crime?" 

TIle report looked ill F'm dlll.a fo~ viulent 
nilc crime, Cflmmilled hour by hour. ill 
Colorado, Iowa, Idlho. Illinois, North Uaku!;I. 
South Carolina and Utal, 

TI1C study also lucluded a report by the IJlli\'(,1 
slly of CnJlfomla at Irvinc sflowlJl~ Ulal Juvenile 
gang crime In Ora.n~c County peaks between :1 
and 4 run.. 

f1ght crlmo,l n,pwfll'nl!il ,:1'0111' JUIIIII/<.:d 1:1: 
year; ~1Il.~i.,,1.c; of polic.(" chi<' s, prosecutors illld 

crim6 survivoq; .aero ~e UIe COuntry. 

http:YOllflgstr.rs
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