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Dropout Rates in the United States: 1995

Imm1grat1on, Part1c1patlon in U.S. Schools, and
H1gh School Dropout Rates

The dropout rates for Hlspamc youth have remained at levels cons1stently higher than the dropout rates

. experienced by their white and black peers since the early 1970s (tables 1 and.5). Although a number of

factors may contribute to the dropout rates observed for Hispanic youth, previous analyses have shown
even higher dropout rates for foreign-born Hispanic youths\36\. What is not clear is what portion of the
dropout rate observed for Hispanic youth is attributable to dropouts from U.S. schools, as opposed to _
immigrants who come to the U.S. without a high school credential and never enter U. S. schools. In

- addition, questions persist over the role that language limitations may play in determining participation

and success in U.S. schools. In 1995, data on country of birth, participation in U.S. schools, and
language use and ability may help prov1de answers to-some of these quest1ons

Table 15—Rate, number, and dlstrlbutlon of status dropouts, ages 16—24 by race-ethnrcrty and
place of blrth October 1995

Number of

’Status status - ‘ S o Percent

. dropout dropouts . Population = . of all

Characteristics ) rate . (in thousands) . {in thousands) dropouts
‘Total ' : 12.0 3,876 S 32,379 100.0
Born in U.S. ) . 9.9 o 2,875 : Co 28,935 ' 74.2
Foreign-born - 29.1 - -+ 1,001 ' 3,444 v 25.8

White, non-Hispanic 8.6 . 1,887 . 21,991 : 48.7 -
Born in U.S. : 8.6 - 1,831 ) 21,242 47.2 .
Foreign-born 7.5 56 ' 749 1.4

Black, non-Hispanic 121 571 4 4,732 ; . -14.7
Born in U.S. o 12.2 A " 552 - - S ‘4,519 . 1402
Foreign-born ° - 8.8 s . - 213 0.5

‘Hispanic " 30.0 - 1,345 ' 4,485 34.7 -
Born .in U.S. ‘ 17.9 .. 458 L 2,562 ' 11.8
Foreign-born 46.2 887 - 1,923 » 22.9
Other . _ 6.2 - ©e1,171 - - 1.9
Born in U.S. : 5.6 - 34 _ o611 0.9
Foreign-born = : 6.9 © 39 _ © 559 ' 1.0

NOTE: Because of rounding, details may not add to totals.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce,. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Survey,
1995, unpublished -data. : . ‘ ’ )

Immigration .
Among all youth 16 through 24 Jyears of age, immigrants are more hkely to be status dropouts than the
native-born. The status dropout rate of 29.1 percent for immigrants ages 16 through 24 is nearly three
times the rate of 9.9 percent for native-born youths (table 15). Consequently, although immigrants
comprise about one-tenth of the U.S. populat1on ages 16 through 24, they account for one-quarter of the
status dropouts in this age group. - -
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Among the different race-ethnicity groups, only Hispanic foreign-born dre at greater risk of dropping out
than native-born youths. For Hispanics, the dropout rate of 46.2 percent for 1mm1grants is two and
~ one-half times the dropout rate of 17.9 percent for Hispanic young adults born in the U S.

A closer Iook at the 1mrmgrant population shows that Hispanic young adults account for 56 percent of all
foreign-born 16- through 24—year-olds in the U.S., but close to 90 percent of all status dropouts in the
~ immigrant populatlon (table 16)

Table 16-Rate, number, and distribution of forexgn-horn status dropouts, ages 16-24, by
-enrollment in U.S. schools and race-ethmcnty October 1995

' . Number of
Status status . Percent

~ : : ‘dropout . dropouts Population - of all
Characteristics ‘ ‘ : rate ‘ (in thousands)” “{in thousands) dropouts
Total - : 29.1 1,001 3,444 100.0
Ever enrolled in ‘U. S. - 13.2- ; 326 o 2,469 32.6
Never enrolled in -U.S. 69.3 o 675 975 67.4 -
Hlspanlc B : 46.2-. ‘ . 887 1,923 88.6
Ever enrolled in U.S. 23.7 261 o 1,105 . 26.1
Never enrolled in U.S. 76.5 626 818 62.5

NOTE: Because of rounding, detalls may not add to totals.

SOUECE: U.S. Departnent of_Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Survey,
1995, unpublished data.

Recall that the 1995 status dropout rate for all Hispanic 16- through 24-year—olds in the U.S. was 30.0

_percent. This rate reflects the educational attainment of all Hispanic young adults in the U.S., regardless
of their immigration status. However, since only four out of five Hispanic young adults ever enrolled in-
U.S. schools (table 17), dropout rates that include young Hispanics who have not participated in U.S.
schools fail to give an accurate view of the success of Hispanic students in U.S. schools.

In fact, the status dropout rate for Hispanic students ever enrolled in U.S. schoo]s is 19.6 percent, a rate

- appreciably lower than the aggregate rate of 30.0 percent (table 17). Furthermore, the dropout rate for
foreign-born Hispanics who enrolled in U.S. schools is 23.7 percent. Thus, the dropout rate from U.S.
schools for Hispanic youths born in the U.S. and the rate for foreign-born Hispanic youths are similar
(17.9 percent for U.S. born and 23.7 percent for foreign-born). These rates are still higher than the rates
registered for white and black young adults in the same age range (8.6 percent for whites and 12.1

" percent for blacks) (table 15). Nevertheless, a third of the 30.0 percent dropout rate registered for all
Hispanic youths is due to the large proportion of young Hispanic immigrants who come to this country
without a high school education and are not subsequently enrolled in U.S. schools. Some of the young

. Hispanic immigrants who do not enroll in school in the U.S. may have entered the U.S. beyond what is
considered "normal” high school age, and some may have come to the U.S. in search of employment
rather than education. However for some of these youths 1anguage may be a barrier to participation in
U.S. schools. : .

- Educational Attainment, Participation in US. Schools,'kmd Dkopout Rate's

Experience and anecdotal evidence both suggest that some number of these Hlspamc "dropouts" never
enrolled in U.S. schools. Undoubtedly, some young Hispanics arrive in the U.S. in search of
employment rather than schooling. But others must find the barriers imposed by language limitations,
crowded schools, limited openings in special programs, personal and economic exigencies, cultural -
differences, and limited first hand exposure to the intrinsic and extrinsic value of high school or
post-secondary education so insurmountable that they prevent entry to U.S. schools. For example, in
1995, approximately 43 percent of Hispanic immigrants ages 16 through 24 had not enrolled in school in

20f9 - | | : S 3/23/2000 9:33 AM
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the U.S. (figure | ¢ 5). Only ten pereent of Hispanic irhmigrants came to the U.S. with a high school

education and never enrolled. One-third never enrolled and did not have a high school education and are

counted as dropouts

Figure 5-H1spamc lmmlgrants, ages 16-24, by high school educatlon status
Totak 1,923, I]I]I]

‘ Dropred out ofU.S. school
. Ever enrolled o

in
U.S.: <

57.480 Currently enrolled ox comvleted

high school inU.S.

in Les s than high school {”dwpouts”)

Never em’olled
U.S.: <

42.6%

Foreign high school cred ential

NOTE: Because .of rounding, details may not add to. totals. .

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, -Current Eopulatioﬁ Survey,
(Readers please ‘note this figure is based on the foreign-born Hispanic’ population age

Recall that the 1995 status dropout rate for all Hispanic 16- through 24-year-olds in the U.S. was 30.0
percent. This rate reflects the educational attainment of all Hispanic young adults in the U.S., regardless
of their immigration status. However, since only four out of five Hispanic young adults ever enrolled in
U.S. schools (table 17), dropout rates that include young Hispanics who have not participated in U.S.
schools fail to give an accurate view of the success of Hispanic students in U.S. schools.

In fact, the status dropout rate for-Hispanic students ever enrolled in U.S. schools is 19.6 percent, a rate
appreciably lower than the aggregate rate of 30.0 percent (table 17). Furthermore, the dropout rate for
foreign-born Hispanics who enrolled in-U.S. schools is 23.7 percent. Thus, the dropout rate from U.S.
schools for Hispanic youths born in the U.S. and the rate for foreign-born Hispanic youths are similar
(17.9 percent for U.S. born and 23.7 percent for foreign-born). These rates are still higher than the rates
registered for white and black young adults in the same age range (8.6 percent for whites and 12.1
percent for blacks) (table 15). Nevertheless, a third of the 30.0 percent dropout rate registered for all
Hispanic youths is due to the large proportion of young Hispanic immigrants who come to this country
without a high school education and are not subsequently enrolled in U.S. schools. Some of the young
Hispanic immigrants who do not enroll in school in the U.S. may have entered the U.S. beyond what is
considered "normal" high school age, and some may have come to the U.S. in search of employment
rather than education. However, for some of these youths, language may be a barrier to participation in
U.S. schools. : : ,

Table 17-Rate, number, and distribution of Hispanics, ages 16-24, by enrollment in U S. schools,
dropout status, and place of birth: October 1995

. Number of _ :
Status status Percent Per

‘ dropout ‘ dropouts _Population of all’
Characteristics rate (in thousands) (in thousands) dropouts popu
Total 30.0 1,345 4,485 100.0 10

3/23/2000 9:33 AM
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Never enrolled in

U.S. schools '
Dropouts 100.
Graduates

Ever enrolled in ‘

U.S. schools 19.
Born in U.S.. 17
Foreign-born 23.

-Not applicable

NOTE: Because of rounding,

SOURCE: U.S. Department of
_October 1995, unpublished data.
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5 . 626 818 46.5" 1
0 © 626 626 46.5 1
- - 192 - ‘

6 . 719 3,667 53.5 8
.9 458 2,562 34.1 5
7 261 1,105 19.4 2

details may not add to toﬁals.

Commerce,‘Bureaﬁbof the Censusk Current Eopulation Survey,

Language Usage and Hispanic Dropout Rates

In 1995, four out of five Hispanic 16- through 24-year-olds in thé U.S. were reported as speaking
Spamsh at home (table 18)\37\. And, 22 percent of these youths that spoke Spanish at home never

attended school in the U.S.

table 19)\38\. In contrast, 96 percent of the H1spamc young adults who

%TE"')

spoke only English at home did attend school in the U.S.

Table 18-Rate, number, and dlstrlbutlon of Hlspamc status dmpouts, ages 16-24, by language ,

spoken at home: October 1995

Language
spoken

Total
‘Speaks only English
Speaks Spanish

NOTE: Because of'rounding,

SOURCE: U.S. Department of
1995, unpublished data.

Status

. Number of -

status Percent
dropout dropouts Population of all
 rate ' {in thousands) . (in thousands) dropouts
'30.0 1,345 4,485 100.0
20.4 188 921 14.0
32.5 1,157 3,564 . 86.0

detalls may not add to totals.

Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Populétion Survey{

Among Hispanic youths who attended school in the U.S., dropout rates are similar, regardless of the
language spoken at home: 20.3 percent of Hispanics who spoke Spanish at home were status dropouts in
1995 and 17.5 percent of Hispanics who spoke only English at home were status dropouts in 1995. Thus,
while a larger percentage of Hispanic youth who spoke Spanish at home never entered U.S. schools (22

. percent versus 4 percent), once enrolled, Hispanic students who spoke Spanish at home are as likely to
remain in school as their peers who only spoke English at home. However, among the Hlspamc students
who spoke Spanish.at home Enghsh speakmg ability is related to their success in school ‘

Table 19-Rate, number, and distribution of Hispanics, ages 16-24, by language spoken at home,
enrollment in U.S. schools, dropout status, and school pomplétion status: October 1995 :

40f9

' Number of :
Status status Perce
dropout . ‘dropouts Population of a
rate (1n thousands} - {in thousands) dropo
30.0 1,345 4,485 100.
3/23/2000 9:33 AM
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-SOURCE: U.S.

Speaks only English
Ever enrolled in U.S.
Never enrolled 1n U S.

Dropout
Completed

Speaks Spanish
Ever enrolled in U.S.
Never 'enrolléd in U.S. -
Dropout
Completed,

20.4-

0.4 188
17.5 - 154
88.1 34
100.0 S 34
32.5 1,157
20.3 565
75.9 592
100.0 592

http://nces.ed.gov/pubs/dp95/97473-4 html

921 100.
883 82.
38 17..
34
3,564 100.
2,784 48,
"~ 780 - 51,
592 -
188

—Not applicable

NOTE: Because of-rounding,

1995, unpublished data.

English Speakmg Ability

Department of Commerce,

details may not add to totals.

Bureau of the Census, -

Current Populatlon Survey,

Three-quarters (76 3 percent) of the H1span1c 16- through 24- year-olds who spoke Spamsh at home were
also reported as speaking English "well" or "very well" (table 20).\39\ For these young adults, speaking
Spanish at home is not an indication of limited English speaking ability. Nearly this entire group

“attended school in the U.S. (94 percent or 2,560,000 out of 2,718,000). And the dropout rate of 19.2
‘percent for this group is on a par with the dropout rate of 17.5 percent observed for enrolled Hispanic
- young adults who spoke only English at home.

N

. The situation is reversed among - Hispanic young adults who reported limited English speaking ability.

Only one-quarter of this group attended school in the U.S. (224,000 out of 846,000) and a third of those
who did attend dropped out. What is more, eighty-one percent of the group who reported speaking
English "not well" or "not at all," and also never enrolled in U.S. schools, lacked a high school

education.

Table 20-Rate, number, and distribution of Hispanic status dropouts Who speak Spanish at home,

- ages 16-24, by enrollment in U.S. schools and English language ability: October 1995

Number of

Percen

Population of al
(in thousands) dropou
3,564 100.0
2,718 50.3
846 - 49.7
2,784 100.0
2,560 86.9
2,081 64.1
479 22.8

224 13.1

780 100.0

158 15.3
622 84.7

5 Status status
, dropout dropouts
Characteristics rate (in'thousandsl
Total 32.5 1,157
SpeekstEnglish well\1\ _ 21.4 581
Speaks English not well\2\ 68.0 576
Ever enrolled in U.S. schools 20.3 565
Speaks English well 0 19.2 491
Very well 17.4 ] ‘ 362
Well 27.0 129
Speaks English not well 32.9 C 74
Not enrolled in U.S. schools = 75.9.° . 592
Speaks English well . 57.4 * 20
Speaks English not well . 80.7 . . 502

l/Con51sts of those who speak Engllsh very well or well

2/Consists of those who speak English not well or not at all.

NOTE: Because of round;ng,

details may not add to,totals.
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of thélbensus, Current Population Survey,
1995, unpubllshed data. ’

Pamcxpatxon in Engltsh as a Second Language Instruction

Programs in blhngual educatlon and English as a Second Language (ESL) are intended to broaden the
educational and employment opportunities available to youths with limited Enghsh ability. In 1995, 12.4
percent of the Hispanic young adults spoke Spanish at-home, had participated in ESL instruction, and
were reported as speaking English "well" or "very well" (table 21). The 22.3 percent status dropout rate
for this group is on a par with the rate of 21.2 percent experienced by the group of Hispanic young adults

. who spoke Spanish at home and were reported as speaking English "well" or "very well" without any
ESL instruction. And both of these rates are similar to the status dropout rate of 20.4 percent
experienced by Hispanic youths that spoke only. English at home. Taken together, these three gruups of
Hispanic youths make up approximately 80 percent of all Hispanic 16- through 24-year-olds in the U.S.
in 1995: 12.4 percent spoke Spanish at home and spoke English "well" or "very well"” with ESL
instruction, 48.2 percent spoke Spanish at home and spoke English "well" or "very well" without ESL
instruction, and 20.5 percent spoke only English at home' ‘

Table 21-Rate, number, and distribution of Hispanics, ages 16-24 by language spoken at home,
English language ability, and enroliment in ESL classes: October 1995

oL Number of o .
Status- .~ status ‘ o Per-
: ‘ ; ‘ dropout dropouts Population of
Characteristics ' ' R rate . {in thousands) . {in thousands) dro
Total - | 30,0 1,345 f 4,485 . 10
Speaks only English . 20.4 - 188 : 921 1
. Speaks Spanish : 32.5 .1,157 . . 3,564 8
Speaks English well ©21.4 , 581 - 2,718 4
Ever enrolled in ESL classes . 22.3 o 124 . 556
Never enrolled in ESL classes 21.2 i 457 : 2,162 3
Speaks English not well ‘ ‘ 68.0 » 576 846 : 4
Ever enrolled in ESL classes 57.1 ) 131 - 229
Never enrolled in ESL classes - 72.1 ’ 445 : : 617 3

NOTE: Because of rounding, details may not add to totals.

SOURCE: U.S. Departmeﬁt’of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Survey,
1995, unpublished data. : ) .

The remaining 20 percent of Hispanic young adults ages 16 through 24 were reported as either speaking
English "not well" or "not at all." Twenty-seven percent of these youths reported some prior
participation in ESL (57 percent of this group dropped out of school), but the majority (73 percent)
reported no ESL instruction (with a status dropout rate of 72 percent) (table 21). In 1995, two-thirds (68
‘percent) of the Hispanic 16- through 24-year-olds in the U.S. who reported limited Enghsh speaking
ability did not have a high school credential and were not enrolled in school.\40\ Since the majority of
these youths are not enrolled in U.S. schools, ESL training offered outside of traditional school settings
(for example, community organizations, churches, and adult educatlon programs) may be more likely to
reach this group of young Hlspamcs .

Table 22- Rate, number, and dlstrlbutlon of Hlspamcs who speak Spanish at home, ages 16-24,

with limited English speakmg ablllty, by enrollment in ESL classes and enrollment in U.S. schools:
October 1995 : ,

60f9 o : - : , o 3/23/2000 9:33 AM
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. " Number of L L
Status . status - ’ St Per .

, . dropout "dropouts - Population of
Characteristics L . rate - . (in thousands) (in thousands) dro
Total 68.0 576 846 10
Ever enrolled in ESL . ©57.1 131 . 229 2

Ever enrolled in U.S. schools . 4017 - = 47 - 115

Not enrolled 'in U.S. schools - 73.7 - -84 114 1
Never enrolled in ESL .~ - ) 72.1 445 617 7

Ever enrolled in U.S. schoqls 24.8 ) 27 . 109

Not enrolled in U.S. schools | 82.2 418 ~ 508 7

: . .

ﬁOfE' Because. of‘rounding,ﬂdetails may not add to totals.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bgréah of thé:Census, Current Population Survey,
unpubllshed data. A . ,

‘ Educatzonal Attammetzt Levels of stpamc Young Adalts

70f9

The life chances of young Hlspamc immigrants without a high school education may be further
hampered by the amount of schooling they have completed. This is especially the case for those without
a high school credential who never enrolled in U.S. schools. For example, at least 90 percent of high
school dropouts in the 16 through 24 age group who attended school in the U.S. completed a seventh or
eighth grade education-this holds for all Hispanic dropouts born in the U.S. (98.0 percent) and for :
foreign-born Hispanics who enrolled and then dropped out of U.S. schools (91.6 percent) (table 23). In

contrast, only one-half of foreign-born Hispanic 16- through 24-year-olds who did not enroll in school in
the U.S. completed a seventh or elghth grade educatlon ' «

Table 23-Percentage of status dropouts, ages 16-24 completmg various grades of schonl October

© 1995
Hispanics
Foreign-born
) Total Born ) Enrolled in U.S. Never
- Percent. completing U.S. Born in U.s. . Total. schools in.U0.8
Grades 5 or 6 98.9 99.1 86.9 .98.0 8
Grades 7 or 8 o . 88.0 . 88.0 - . 63.4 91.6 5
Grade 9 S 86.9 = < 88.4 - 48.4 71.7 3
Grade 10 , 69.9 70.4 " 30.5 56.4 1
Grade 11 : ’ 43.1 47.2 21.6 36.8 1
Grade 12, no diploma 9.5 15.1 10.0 16.3

SOURCE: U.S, Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Chrrent Population Survey,
1995, unpubllshed data. . . ~

Many students who drop out of school in the U.s. do ) between the nmth and eleventh grades About
87 percent of the dropouts who were born in the U.S. completed the ninth grade and nearly 70 percent
completed the tenth grade, but less than 50 percent completed the eleventh grade. The data for Hispanic
youth born in the U.S. are very similar to the data for all U.S. born 16- through 24-year-olds, with about
88 percent completing the ninth grade, 70 percent completmg the tenth grade, and 47 percent completmg
the eleventh grade. The data for foreign-born Hispanic youth who attend schools in the U.S. mirror the

_same pattern; with about 72 percent completing the ninth grade 56 percent completlng the tenth grade,

and 37 percent completing the eleventh grade VI

The pattern is different for forelgn-bom Hxspamcs who did not enroll in U S. schools In this group, only

3/23/2000 9:33 AM
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39 percent completed the ninth grade- and only 20 percent had a tenth grade education. The net effect of
these differences is that Hispanic dropouts have more grades to make up to reach parity with their white
and black peers. A large share of Hispanic youths.drop out of school in the U.S., and on average, those
who do not attend U.S. schools have completed fewer years of schoohng than their peers.

Summaty

These data on country of birth and participation in U.S. schools show that the inclusion of 1mm1grant
young adults in the aggregate dropout rate for Hispanics has resulted in a substantial increase in the
reported dropout rate for Hispanics'in the U.S. In 1995, for example, nearly one-half of the Hispanic
dropouts were immigrants who never enrolled in U.S. schools The Hispanic status dropout rate with
these immigrants included is 30.0 percent; when they aré excluded, the dropout rate for Hispanic 16-
through 24-year-olds falls-to 19.6 percent. Still, this rate is higher than the status dropout rates registered
by black and white youths in this age group (12 1 percent for blacks and 8.6 percent for whites).

Data on language usage show that eighty percent of the Hispanic 16- through 24-year-olds spoke
Spanish at home and about one out of every five of these youths never attended school in the U.S.
However, among the Hispanic youths. that attended school in the U.S.; the dropout rates were similar,
regardless of whether the youth spoke only English at home (17 5 percent) or spoke Spamsh at home
(20.3 percent).

For those yo.Uths that spoke Spanish at home, English speaking ability was related to their success in
school. The status dropout rate for young Hispanics reported to speak English "well" or "very well" who
- attended U.S. schools was 19.2 percent, a rate similar to the 17.5 percent status dropout rate observed for
enrolled Hispanic youths that spoke only English at home. In contrast, only one-fourth of the Hispanic
~ youths who reported limited English speaking ability attended school in the U S and one-third of those
-who attended dropped out. ,

Hispanic young adults who received ESL instruction and reported speaking English "well" or "very ,
well" had a dropout rate of 22.3 percent comparable to the rate of 20.4 percent observed for Hispanic 16-
through 24-year-olds who spoke only English at home. Youth who were reported with limited English
speaking ability did not fare as well. About one-quarter of the Hispanic youths with limited English
speaking ability had received some ESL instruction, but 57 percent of these youths were dropouts. And,
72 percent of the youths with limited English speaking ability and no ESL instruction were dropouts.
This suggests that ESL instruction offered in nonschool settings may be more likely to reach these
“youths. _ :

Many of the youths with limited English speaking ability (74 percent) are immigrants who never
enrolled in U.S. schools, and a number of these youths have completed fewer years of schooling than
Hispanic dropouts born in the U.S. or Hispanic dropouts who migrated to the U.S. and attended U.S.
schools. As a result, many Hispanic dropouts have more work to do to complete a h1gh school educat1on

Footnotes:

36/ See for example, F. Bennici and W. Strang. Ar Analysis of Language Minority and Limited English
Proficient Students from NELS:88, U.S. Department of Education, Office of Bilingual Education and
Minority Language Affairs, August 1995; W.Strang, M. Winglee, and J. Stunkard.” Characteristics of .
Secondary-School-Age Language Mznorzty and Limited English Prof cient Youth, U.S. Department of
Education, 1993; and P. Kaufman and M. McMillen. Dropout Rates in the United States: 1990.
Washington, D. C.: National Center for Education Statistics, U.S. Department of Education. NCES
91-053. - 4

37/ These data, like all CPS data inthis report, are based on the report of a household respondent rather
- than reports from each individual in the household. ‘

38/ Five percent of the Hispanic 16- through 24-year-olds who spoke Spanish at home completed their -
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high school programs outside of the U.S. These youths have a high school credential, but are reported as
- never enrolling in U.S. schools.

39/ The questlon on English speakmg ability was only asked of persons who spoke a language other
than English at home, thus the data do not include the Enghsh speaking ability of Hlspanlc youths who
reported only speaking Enghsh at home.

40/ Recall from table 20, that 81 percent of the youths with limited English speakmg ability and who
never enrolled in U.S. schools did not have a high school credential.

41/ When the percent of Hispanic dropouts who complete each grade i is compared for youths born in the
U.S. and foreign-born youths who enrolled in U.S. schools the apparent differences are not statistically
significant. . _ ‘

High School Completion Rates| Pro (Jrade Retention
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Higher Education Gempretfeﬁ Rate

All Institutions

U.S. Residents
White

Total Minority
Black

Hispanic

All Four Year Institutions

U.S. Residents
White

Total Minority
Black

Hispanic

All Two Year Institutions

U.S. Residents
White

Total. Minority
Black

Hispanic

1 ye 5A

1976

82.6
15.4
94
3.5

1976

844
13.1
8.5
24

1976

79.3:

19.6
11.1
54

1978

81.9
15.9
94
N

1978

83.7
13.5
8.5
2.6

1978

78.6

201

11
5.6

1980

81.4

16.1

9.2

3.9

.1980

82.9
13.9
8.4
29

1980

78.7
19.9
104

5.6

1982

80.7
16.6
8.9
42

1982

82.5
14

1982

77.9
20.8
10.3

6.1

1984

80.2
17
8.8
4.4

1984

81.8
14.6

3.2

1984

776
21.2
10.1

6.4

1986

79.3
17.9
8.7
4.9

1986

81
15.3
7.9
3.6

1986

76.6
22.3

10
~ 7.3



1988

78.8
18.4
8.7
5.2

1988

80.5
15.8

36

1988

76
227
9.7
7.9

1990

776
19.6

'57

1990

78.9
17.3
8.4
42

1990

75.5
23.3
10
8.1

1991

76.5
20.6
9.3

18981

78
181
8.7

4.4 -

1991

74.3
24.4
10.2

8.6

1992

75.1
218

96
6.6

1992

76.9
19

47

1992

722

26.2

10.5

9.5

1993

741
227
99
6.9

1993

76
19.8
9.3

49

1993

7.2
27.2
10.8

10

1994

73
23.8
10:1

7.3

1994

75

20.8 -

9.5
53

1994

69.8
285

1.1

10.5

1995

72.3
245
10.3

7.7

1985

743
215
97
55

1895

69.1
29.3
11.3
1M1
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Table 51-2 Percentage distribution of total enrollment in institutions of higher education,
by control and type of institution and race/ethnicity of student Fall 197695

Control and type of institution

and race/ethnicity of student 1976 1978 1980 1982 19684 19846 1988 1990 1991 1992 1993 ﬂ_g_
All institulions 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100
U.S. residents®
White 626 €19 814 807 802 M3 788 776 765 751 74,1 7?'3
Total minority 154 1539 161 166 170 179 164 196 2086 218 22,71 :)qs
Black 24 94 22 g9 (k] 8.7 a.7 20 93 96 9.9 0.3
Hispanic 3.5 5 ¥ 3.7 42 4.4 49 57 5.7 6.0 6.6 &, Cj 173
Asian/Pacific Islander 18 2.1 24 2.8 3.2 3.6 38 4.1 4.4 48 . 18, (o
American Indian/Alaskan Native 0.7 0.7 07 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.7 08 0.8 0. 3. O‘q
Nonresident alien 20 2.3 Vdal 2.7 27 28 28 28 29 3.1 O 3‘1
Public institulions 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100
U.S. residents®
White g21 8614 8l0 8023 728 788 784 773 762 746 73, 6
Total minority B2 1e2" 8% 125 72, 188 )FFE 203 L 213  Z225e28 B
Black 9.6 96 2.3 2.0 862 8.8 8.7 2.0 9.3 27 10,0
Hispanic 39 4.1 4.3 4.4 48 55 58 é.2 66 7.2 7«0
Asian/Pacific lslander 19 2.2 2.5 3.1 3.4 3.8 40 4.3 48 50 S
American IndianfAlaskan Native 08 08 08 0B 08 0.8 08 0.8 09 02 1.0
Nonresident alien 1.7 19 22 2.3 23 23 23 24 2.4 2.6 e |
Private institutions 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100
U.S. residents®
YWhite 645 6346 628 821 BB Bl.3 803 7686 /&6 8B 6,0
Total minotity 124 130 134 137 140 144 154 170 177 184 18,9
Black B.6 8.7 8.6 8.5 5.4 g2 8.6 2.1 92 7.4 9. (
Hispanic 2.0 22 2.5 2.7 28 3.1 3.2 e 4.] 4.3 4 49
Asian{Pacific Islander bd Tl 1B 80 SR 28 < B2. 38 48 42 Suia
American IndianfAlaskan Native 0.4 04 04 0.4 0.4 04 0.4 0.4 04 035 0.6
Nonresident alien 3.1 35 38 42 42 43 4.3 4.4 46 48 4,9
All 4 -year insfitulions 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100 |(¥E,
U.S. residents® g
White 844 6§37 629 825 618 610 &5 785 /o 7% 7.0 7‘{3
Total minotity 137 188 135 1140 ylds 188 188 «17Z3. 081 1580, 1%, 8 al.5
Black G5 8.5 5.4 8.0 5.0 79 8.0 g.4 6.7 2.0 2,3 Q.7
Hispanic 2.4 2.5 29 3.0 3.2 3.6 3. 4.2 4.4 4.7 4.9 56
Asian/Pacific lslander 1.7 19 2.1 2.5 25 3.3 3. 4.2 4.4 4.4 4.9 65
American IndianfAlaskan Native 0.5 0.5 Q.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.6 06 0.8 0.l 0.7
Nonresident alien 25 28 a2 3.5 3.7 e ir T 3.8 89 4. e Yo
Public 4-year insfitulions 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100
U.S. residents’
White 642 B34 627 B23 Bl4 807 &G04 788 777 78B 75. %
Total minority 136 14]1 145 148 153 180 184 179 187 1986 20.8
Black 6.6 6.7 6.5 8.1 8.2 g.0 8.1 8.5 8.7 21 2.4
Hispanic 26 29 3.0 3.2 3. 35 3.2 4.5 4.7 50 543
Asian/Pacific lslander 1.8 2.0 2.3 27 3.1 3.8 38 43 4.5 4.5 Gl
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Table 512 Percentage distribution of total enrollment in institutions of higher education,
by control and type of institution and race/ethnicity of student Fall 1976-95— Continued

Control and type of institution

and racefethnicity of student 1976 1978 1980 1982 1984 1986 19686 1990 1991 1992 19¢3
Private 4-year institutions 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100
U.S. residents®
White 649 B42 833 @828 625 6B61.7 B0 92 /B3 772 76
Total minority 118 1280 1207 SE28% 181 137 s 181 - 188 1270 18
Black 8.2 8.1 8.0 78 7.4 7.6 79 .4 8.6 8.2 9
Hispanic 20 2% 25 2.6 27 2.2 3.0 3.5 .7 40 4
AsianfPacific lslander 1.4 1.7 15 21 2.5 29 3.3 8% 41 4.4 4
American IndianfAlaskan Native 0.3 03 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 03 0.4 0.4 0.4 0
Nonresident alien 3.2 3.8 40 4.4 4.5 4.5 456 4.7 49 50 5
i 1995
All 2-year institulions 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100 —_—
U.S. residents? v
YWhite 793 788 7/B7 779 776 766 760 755 743 722 7.4 (‘ﬁ'
Tetal minority 196 201 1992 208 212 223 227 233 244 262 272 4.3
Black 1M1 110 104 103 101 100 g7 100 102 103 10 ,8 [i.3
Hispanic 54 36 56 6.1 6.4 73 79 8.1 8.6 95 10.0 it |
AsianfPacific lslander 20 24 28 3.3 3.7 40 4] 4.1 45 3.1 53 5.7
Arnerican IndianfAlaskan Native 1.1 1.1 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.1 10 1.0 1.1 1.1 | e
Nonresident alien 1.1 1.3 14 1.3 12 1.1 12 1.3 13 1.6 1.0 ,‘_@
Public 2-year inshitulions 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100
U.S. residents®
YWhite /23 7868 788 780 778 766 761 756 745 722 7l
Total minority 196 200 198 207 211 223 227 231 242 282 27
Black 102 107 101 100 98 o7 2.4 96 g% 103 10
Hispanic 55 57 2.0 6.2 6.5 7.4 8.0 8.2 8.6 g6 10
AsianfPacific Islander 2.1 25 245 3.4 3.8 4. 472 472 4.4 52 ]
American IndianfAlaskan Native 10 1.1 10 1.0 1.0 1.1 1.0 1.0 1. 1.1 ]
Nonresident alien 1.0 1.2 1.4 1.3 12 1.1 12 1.3 1.3 1.6 1
Private 2-year institulions 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100
U.S. residents?
YWhite /86 78 751 750 7% 7l 754 A7 704 715 73
Total minority 191 226 228 232 229 214 234 270 280 270 25
Black 183 181 181 168 154 139 160 176 164 154 14
Hispanic 23 3.2 256 4.1 4.5 53 3.l 6.1 g2 7.5 7
Asian/Pacific lslander 08 0.5 1.0 1.4 19 1.5 1.6 2.0 2.3 2.3 2
American IndianfAlaskan Native 1.5 1.3 1.0 14 1.5 1.1 12 12 12 1.7 ]
Nonresident alien v Pt 2.6 21 1.6 % 1.5 1.2 1.6 1.5 1.6 1

TEstimates based on préliminary data.
Zlncludes US. citizens and resident aliens.
NOTE: Details may not add to totals due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Digest of Education Statistics,
1997, table 202 (based on the IPEDS/HEGIS "Fall Enroliment” surveys).
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: - Dropout Rates in the United States: 1995

‘High School C(‘)‘mpllet'io“»n. Rates

Concerns over high school dropouts stem from an increased understanding of the importance of having
an educated workforce. Technological advances in the workplace have increased the demand for skilled

. labor to the point where today a high school education serves more as a minimum requirement for entry
to the labor force. This increased emphasis on educational reqlurements makes the completlon of ahigh
school program more essential than ever. :

In fact, youths entering adulthood today face more challenging educational requirements than their
parents or grandparents 20 to 50.years-earlier. When the grandparents of today's high school students
entered adulthood, a high school education was viewed as an asset in the labor force; and for their ‘

-children, a high school education still served as an entryway to a number of promising career paths. For
example, in 1950, when grandparents of many of today's high school students were new to the
workforce, only about one-half of the population ages 25 to 29 had completed a high school program
(Digest of Education Statistics 1995). In contrast, during the 1970s, when the parents of many of today's
high schoolers entered the labor force, about 83 to 84 percent of the population ages 18 through 24 not
enrolled in high school had a high school education (ﬁgure 4 and table A39)

Flgure 4: Complehon rates for persons ages 18-24 not alrrently enrolled in high
school or below, by race-ethnicity: October 1972 through October 19935

Percent
1o 4 o |
' White, non-Hispanic. -

90 4 | o - ————

——
—— — —— ———: oo

ol i . =mTITaws -

g0 - Total g ---------- - .- .
60 o T e B N
50 -

40 -

20 7

10 o

B T 1 T H T R | T 1 1 T T T T T T T T | A

1972 1975 1978 1981 1984 1987. - 1990 1993

Year

_ SOURCE: U.S. Department. of Commerce, Bureau of the Cens&s, Current Population Survey,
~ . October (various years), unpublished data.

If the popu]ation 1$ considered as a whole, the net increase in high school completion observed over the
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last 20 years is less than 2 percent. By 1995 about 85 percent of the 18- through 24-year- -olds who were
not still in high school had completed a high school program. The picture-is somewhat different when
the experiences of individual racial-ethnic groups are considered separately (Table 11). The percent of
white young adults with a high school education during the 1970s was between 86 and 87 percent ¥ by
1995 89.8 percent of this group held high school credentials. During the 1970s, between 70 and 74
percent of black young adults had completed a high school program; by 1995, the number was up to 84.5
pércent. A lower percentage of Hispanic youths complete high school programs, and the pattern for -
Hispanics has continued relatively unchanged during the 1970s the percentage of Hispanic 18- through
24-year-olds with a high school education fluctuated between 56 and 62 percent in the 1990s it ranged .
from about 59 to 64 percent, and in 1995 the rate was 62.8 percent.

Table 11: High school completion rates and method of completion of 18- through 24-year-olds not
currently enrolled in high school or below, by race-ethnicity: October 1990 through October 1995

. . Year

Completion method . 1990 1991 19922 19932 19942/3 199523
(percent)

Totall )

Completed 85.6 84.9 86.4 86.2 85.8 85.3
‘Diploma L "81.0 80.9 81.5 81.3 79.4 77.9
Alternative 4.6 4.0 4,9 4.9 6.4 7.4

White, non-Hispanic

Completed . i ©89.6 89.4 90.7 80.1 90.7 89.8
Diploma .. 85.0 85.2 85.7 85.4 84.6 82.9
Alternative o 4.6 4.2 5.0 4.7 6.1 6.9

Black, non-Hispanic " '

Completed - . 83.2 2.5 82 81.89 83.3 84.5
Diploma ’ ' 78.0 77.4 76.8 75.9 75.7 75.9
Alternative L 5.2 5.1 5.2 6.0 | 7.6 8.5

Hispanic

Completed 59.1-- 56.5 62.1 64.4 . 61.8 62.8
Diploma o 56.5 54.4 58.0 58.5 ~56.5 54.2
Alternative 2.6 2.1 4.1 ‘ 5.9 " 5.3 8.6

1/ Due to relatively small sample sizes, American Indian/Alaskan Natives and
Asian/Pacific Islandérs are included in the total but are not shown separatély

2/ Numbers for these years reflect new wordlng of the educatlonal attalnment item
in the CPS.

3/ Numbers in these years reflect changes in CPS due to newly instituted computer
assisted interviewing and/or due to the change in the population controls to the
1990 Cénsus-based estimates, with adjustment. .

NOTE: Because of rounding, details may not add-to totals.

SQURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current ?opulation Survey,
October {(various years), unpubllshed data. .

The race-ethnicity differences ewdent in these high school completion rates mirror the pattern of. ‘
differences observed in the'status dropout rates. The same.is true when hi gh school cornpletlon rates are
examined within income levels.and geographic, reglons

Youths living in families at the-highest income levels were the least likely to drop out of high school,
compared with young adults from families with low incomes who were eight times more likely to drop

*‘out. Correspondingly, nearly 97 percent of the youngsters from families at high income levels complete .

high school, compared with about 73 percent of the youths from low income families (table 12).
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Table 12: Completion rates and number and distribution of completers, ages 18-24, not currently
enrolled in high school or below, by sex, race—ethmcnty, mcome, and reglon 0ctober 1995

Completion  Number Percent
rate - of completers . of all
{percent) . {thousands} . completers
Total 85.3 20,102 100.0
Sex ' »
Male : 84.5 9,785 48.7
Female ) 86.0 10,317 51.3
Race-ethnicityl!
White, non-Hispanic . ) . 89.8 14,486 72.1
Black, non-Hispanic 84.5 2,738 13.6
Hispanic - : ‘ 62.8 ) 2,112 10.5
E’amily'income2 ) : .
Low income level 73.2 73,840 . - 19.1
Middle income level 85.8 c 11,464 57.0
High income level . ‘ 86.6 4,798 C 23.8
"Region . . ‘
Northeast -89.6 3,863 19.2
Midwest : . 88.9 . 4,991 24.8 .
South ©§2.8 . 6,997 34.8
West o 81.8 4,251 . 21.1

1/.Due to relatively small sample sizes, American Indian/Alaskan Natives and
Asian/Pacific Islanders are included in the total but are not shown separately.

2/ Low income is defined as.the bottom 20 percent of all family incomes for 1994;
middle income is between 20 and 80 percent of all family incomes; and high
income is$ the top 20 percent of all family incomes.

NOTE: Because of rounding, details may not add to totals.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of}the Census, Current Population Survey,
October 1995, unpublished data. ' '

The relatively low dropout rates observed in the Northeast and Midwest are reflected in high school

completion rates of nearly 90 percent in the Northeast and 89 percent in the Midwest.\1\ Similarly, the
higher dropout rates evident in the South and West translate into lower high school completlon rates of
about 83 percent in the South and 82 percent in the West.

Completion Rates by State

Often iriterest in geographic comparisons extends beyond the regional level to state-specific data. One
obvious question, given the regional differences in high school completion rates, is whether the
completion rates are comparable or vary across states within each region. In order to consider data by
states, completlon rates are computed based on data spanning a three year period, so that the data by
state presented in table 13 represent the averages experienced over the three year periods of 1990-92 and
1993-95.\2\ 1In looking at these data, it should be-noted that the survey respondents may have attended
school in a different state from that in which they resided at the time of the interview.

Data for the most recent three years show that the state-by-state estimates in the Northeast range from
806.9 percent in New Hampshire to 94.7 percent in Connecticut, with Pennsylvania at a median of 89.5
percent. The rates in the Midwest range from 86.7 percent in Tlinois to 96.6 percent in North Dakota,
and the median of 91.2 percent falls between the rates of 91.5 percent in South Dakota and 90.9 percent
in Kansas. In the South, the rates range from 79.5 percent in Texas to 93.6 percent in Maryland, with .
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Nonh Carolina at the median of 85.5 percent. Similarly, the Western rates range from 78.9 percent in -
California to 93.6 percent in Utah, with Idaho at the median of 86.4 percent.

In some cases, the sample 'sizes for individual states make it difficult to draw firm conclusions. For
example, the highest and lowest rates observed in the Northeast are not significantly different from one-
another, despite a 7.8 percentage point range. However, some interesting comparisons can made. In
particular, in the Midwest, South and West there are significant differences between the completion rates
of states with the highest and lowest rates within each region. The highest completion rates in each of
the four regions are on a par with one another and are all over 90 percent; the lowest rates in the South
and West are lower, however, than the lowest rates in the Mldwest

Table 13: High school completion rates of 18- through

. 24-year-olds not currently enrolled in high school or below,

by state: October 1990-92 and 1993-95

State 1990~92* 1993-95+%
TOTAL ' 85.5 85.3
NORTHEAST  Connecticut 89.9 94.7
Maine A 91.9 92.9%
Massachusetts -89.8 92.5
New Hampshire . 87.9 .86.9
New Jersey 90.8 91.8
New York 88.0 87.1
Pennsylvania 90.2 89.5
Rhode Island T 87.9 89.4
) ) Vermont 87.0 88.1
MIDWEST - Illinois 86.0 86.7
Indiana 87.8 - 88.5
lowa T 84.6 893.2
Kansas . , 93.2 90.9
Michigan - o ) 87.2 88.7
Minnesota 52.5 93.3
‘Missouri 88.1 80.3
Nebraska ' 92.5 94.5
North Dakota ‘ . 96.3 96.6
* Ohio . . 90.0 88.4
South Dakota 89.1 91.5
.Wisconsin . 892.4 93.7
SOUTH - < Alabama A 85.2 84.0
Arkansas 87.5 88.4
Delaware 86.2 93.3
Florida 84.1 80.7
Georgia . 85.1 8C.3
: Kentucky - 81.1 82.4
o Louisiana . 83.9% 80.5
Maryland : 88.6° 93.6
Mississippi » 85.4. 83.9
North Carolina . 83.0 85.5
Oklahoma 84.3 87.0
. South Carolina - - 85.0 88.0
Tennessee i 76.7 84.6
Texas 80.0 79.5
Virginia C 88.6  87.7
Washington, D.C. 84.0 87.7
West Virginia © 83.3 86.8
WEST Alaska 85.6 80.5
Arizona 81.7 84.0
California 77.3 78.9
Colorado 88.1 88.4
Hawaii . 93.5 92.0
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Idaho - ' 84.

7 . 86.14
-Montana- : - 91.6 89.8
Nevada . , 82.1 8l1.9
New Mexico ‘ 84.1 82.4
Oregon - ’ ' 89.6 82.7
“Utah 93.9 . 93.6
Washington ) G80.7 85.7
Wyomning L ‘ 92,0 50.8

* Nuhbers(on this table reflect 3-year averages.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
Current Population Survey, October (various years),
unpublrshed data. T

High school completron rates.in table 11 and table 12 provrde a measure of the relative size of the young
adult population who have attained a high school credential (85.3 percent in 1995). Most of these young
adults attended high school, completed the required seoondary coursework, and graduated with a regular
diploma. (Strictly speaking, a high school graduation rate is based on-students.receiving regular high

- school diplomas.) In 1995, 77.9 percent of the 18- through 24-year-olds who were not still enrolled in

high school were graduates holding regular hlgh school diplomas (Tab e 14)

The path is not so direct for all young adults as the dropout rates show each year over the last decade
300 to 500 thousand 10th through 12th graders left school without a- hlgh school diploma. Some of them
return to school and earn a regular high school diploma. Others use the knowledge acquired while they
were in school, perhaps in combination with skills and knowledge from their post high school -~
experiences, or alternatrvely through spemal study programs, to take and passa high school equwalency
examination.\3\

In 1995, 0over 1.7 m’illion‘young adults 18 through 24 years of age had earned high school credentials by |
passing an equivalency exam such as the General Educational Development (GED) test.\4\ The young -
adults who completed high school through this alternative account for 7.4 percent of the 18- thr@ugh

- 24-year-olds who were not still enrolled in high school in 1995.

Table 14: High school completlon rates and method of
completlon of 18- through 24-year-olds not currently enrolled
in high school or below, by income level: October 1995

Family income Completed Diploma Alternative
(percent)
Total* = : : . 85.3 77.9 7.4
Low income level 73.2. 64.8 8.5
Middle income level. 85.8- 77.8 8.0 :
High income level - 96.6 = - 92.1 © 4.5

* Low income is defined as’ the bottom 20 percent of all family '
incomes for 1994; middle income is between 20 and 80 percent’ ‘
of all family incomes; and hlqh income is the top 20 percent
of all family incomes. ’

NOTE: Because of rounding; details may not add to totals.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current .
Population Survey, October (various years), unpublished data.

When these two methods of high school completion are examined across racial and ethnic groups, the
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differences observed in the aggregate high school completion measure are repeated for high school
graduates. The percentage of white young adults who complete high school with a regular diploma (82.9
percent) is larger than the percent for blacks (75.9 percent), and the percent for Hispanics (54.2 percent)
1s even lower than the percent for either blacks or whites (table 11). In contrast, similar portions of each
‘group complete high school by passing an equivalency test (6.9 percent for whites, 8.5 percent for
blacks, and 8.6 percent for Hispanics).

These data have only been collected since 1990. A comparison of the 1995 data with those from 1990
suggests that the percent of young adults who earn a regular diploma is relatively stable within each
race-ethnicity group. Over the same time period, modest increases have been recorded in the size of the
group earning alternative high school credentials this increase is present in the aggregate rates (4.6
percent in 1990 and 7.4 percent in 1995) and in the rates for white young adults (4.6 percent in 1990 and
6.9 percent in 1995). While the apparent increases in the rates for black alternative completers are not
significant, the proportion of Hispanics graduating high school with alternative degrees increased (2.6
percent in 1990 and 8.6 percent in 1995).\5\

Recall that the income data in table 12 show that young adults from families with high incomes were the
most likely to complete high school (nearly 97 percent); over 90 percent of them graduated from high
school with a regular diploma and about 4 percent followed an equivalency test alternative (table 14). By
comparison, just over three-quarters of middle income youths and nearly two-thirds of low income
youths graduated from high school with regular diplomas, while an additional 8 percent within each of
these income groups passed equivalency exams to earn high school credentials. 4

Footnotes:

1/ The high school completion rate is based on the population of young adults ages 18 through 24 who
are not still enrolled in school; the status dropout rate is based on the population ages 16 through 24.
Thus, the age range of the status dropout rate is two years wider, and those 18- through 24-year-olds
who are still enrolled in a high school program are excluded from the calculation of the high school
completion rate. Because of these differences the status dropout rate and the high school completion rate
are not the simple inverse of each other.

2/ The sample sizes of the numbers of completers at the state level are, by definition, substantially
smaller than the counts of completers supporting the national estimates (but appreciably larger than the
counts of dropouts). To improve the stability of the state level estimates for high school completion
rates, the rates are displayed as three year moving averages (for example, the data for 1991 represent the
average of the data from 1990, 1991, and 1992 and the data for 1994 are based on averages of data from
1993, 1994, and 1995). Even with th1s sampling variability is increased substantially, espema]ly n
states w1th relatively smaller populatlons in the 18 through 24 age range

3/ The General Educational Development (GED) test is the prmc1pal equivalency exam in use at this
time. In 1994, about 680,000 people age 16 or older took the GED test, and 73 percent or nearly one-half
million passed the exam to earn a high school credential. GED Testing Service. 1995. "Who took the
GED? 1994 GED statistical report. " Washington, D. C Amencan Council on Education.

4/ Tn the-CPS data there may be some ambiguity concemmg students who complete high school with a
certificate of attendance. While they are supposed to be counted as non-completers, some respondents
may report them as completers when asked about educational attamment

5/ Part of the increase in these estimates may be due to changes in the CPS methodolo gy. The CPS does
_not specifically identify youths receiving certificates of attendance, but not earning a high school
credential, Since 1992, youths who completed the 12th grade without earning a high school credential
are not reported as high school completers; prior to 1992 students reported as attending and completing
. the 12th grade were counted as high school completers. See the technical appendix for a discussion of
~ this issue.
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The Condition of Education 1998, Supfpleméniél Table 51-1

Table 51-1 Total enrollment in institutions of higher education, by control and type of insti
racefethnicity of student Fall 19?6 95

Control and type of institution

and racefethnicity of student - 1976 1978 1980 1982 1984 1986 1988 - 1990  199]
o o : oo Number (in thousands) IR
Allinstitluions 10,986 11,231 12,087 12,388 12,233 12,504 13,043 13,819 14,359 1 .
" U.S. residents? 4 . _— . ‘ ' _

White ‘ 9076 9194 9833 9997 9815 9921 10283 10722 10,990 1
“Total minority 1691 1,785 1949 2059 2084 2238 2399 2705 2953
Black : 1,033 1,054 1,107 1,001 1,076 1,082 1,130 1,247 1335

’ Hispdnic - 384 417. 472 519 535 418 480 782 847 -
AsianfPacific lslander . 198 235 286 35 390 448 497 572 637:
American Indian/Alaskan Native .76 /8 84 88 84 90 93 - 103 114

Nonresident alien o 219 253 305 331 335 345 36l 391 416
Public insfitulions 8641 B770 9456 9495 9458 9714 10,156 10,845 11310 |
U.S. residents® o . o . ' ' o
White ‘ . 7095 7136 7656 7785 7543 7654 7964 8386 . 8622 -
Total minority L1401 1466 1,596 1692 1,696 1836 1,955 2199 2412 .
Black _ . B3] B40 B76 B73 B44 B854 881 976 1,033
Hispanic 337 363 . 406 446 456 532 587 672 742
Asian/Pacific Islander - 166 195 240 296 323 371 . 406 46l 516
American Indmm"AIqskqn Native . * 68 68 | 74 77 72 P g1. - 90 100
Nonreswleniqlleh C 145 167 0 204 219 219 224 238 260 275
Private institulions - 2345 2461 24630 2493 2777 2790 2887 2974 3,049
U.S. residents? - . I T o R
White . 1962 20588 2177 2212 2272 2267 2319 2338 2368
Total minotity o . 290 319 353 . 368 39 403 444 506 54
Black , , 202 215 23 228 232 228 248 27 282
Hispanic : . 47 55 . 46 74 - 7% - Bé 93 111 125
AsianfPacific Islander ' .32 40 47 . 55 67 77 9l 12 121
. American Indian/Alaskan thve 9 e 10 10 T 11 11 13 14
. NonreSIdeni alien . : L 73 85 101 -~ 113 "116 120 123 132 141
All 4.year institutions - 7,007 7203 7545 7.648 7706 7824 8,175 8,579 8707
1S, residents® ' . - U S : , '
White ) ST 5999 6027 6275 6306 6300 6337 6582 6,768 - 679
Total minority L .93l 975 1,050 1,073 1,024 1195 1,292 1,486 1,573
Black o . 604 612 634 612 &7 615 636 - 723 758
Hispanic N 174190 217 229 . 246 278 296 358 383
AsianfPacific Islander 119 138 162 193 223 262 297 357 381
Ametrican IndianfAlaskan Native . 35 35 37 39 38 40 42 48 51
_Nonresident alien = o 177 200 241 270 282 292 302 324 . 343
Public 4-year instituions 4893 4896 5128 5176 5196 5300 5544 5848 5905
U.S. residents® : . _ o o .
White. - . © 4120 4085 4243 4258 4230 4275 4,455 4,606 4,597
Total minority 667 . 691 741 7536 796 850 908 1,046 1,102
Black : 422 425 438 421 427 424 449 495 516
Hispanic . ‘ 129 140 156 le4 179 206 216 263 279
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Table 51-1 Total enrollment in inétitutions of higher education, by control and type of instii
race/ethnicity of student: Fall 1976 95— Contmued '

Contrel and type of institution

and rqce;’ethmcntvofﬂudenf ) 197 19?8 1980 1982 1984 1966 19688 1990 1991
- 5 ‘ T - ‘ HNumber {in thousands)
Private 4-year institufions - 2214 2306 2438 2473 2510 2524 2431 2730 2802
U.S. residents?® ’ o A , - : :

White ‘ - 1,879 1,942 2032 2048 2071 2062 2127 2163 2194
Total minority . - 264 - 283 309 317 - 328 345 364 440 472 .
Black . o . 182 187 196 192 2190 - 191 208 228 242
* Hispanic ‘ o 44 50 &0 65 &7 73 . 80 96 104
AsianfPacific lslander - .- 3 39 45 5 82 74 87 107 115

Amerscan ndsan}Alcskan Native-. . 7 g. .8 8 g .8 . 9 10 (R
Nonresident alien ' 71 8l 97 108 112 W7, 120 128 137
all 2.year institulions 3879 4028 4,521 4740 4527 44680 4868 5240 5,652 '
- U.S. residents® , o o : o :
White T 3077 3167 3538 3692 3514 3584 3,702 3954 4,199
Total minority . S V 760 810 899 - 987 260 1043 1,107 1,219 1,380
Black 42% 443 472 489 . 459 467 473 524 578
Hispanic ‘ . ' - 210 227 255 291 289 340 384 - 424 484
AsianfPacific Islander - 79 97 124 . 158" 167 186 199 215 256
American Indian/Alaskan Native 4] 43 . 47 49 45 51 50 .. 85 &3
Nenresident alien C 42 52 64 &1~ - 52 - 53 60 67 74
Public 2-year institutions . 3748 3874 4329 4520 4260 4414 4412 4997 5405
U.S. residents? ' ' ' o ‘ R
White S 2974 3051 3413 3527 3313 3379 3509 3,780 4,025
Total minority .. 735 775 B55 936 B899 986 1,047 1153 1,310
Black : ‘ 410 415 438 452 .47 430 433 481 537
Hispanic ‘ 208 222 250 282 277 - 326 371 409 463
Asian/Pacific Islander 78 26 123 155 - 162 183 196 . 210 250
American IndianfAlaskdn Native 39 41 45 | 46 . 42 .47 48 52 ;60
Nonresident alien .39 48 60 57 49 49 56 64 70
Private 2-year instilutions . 131 155 193 220 266 266 256 244 247
U.S. residents® , o SR L ' :
White ' ‘ : - 103 116 145 165 202 205 193 175 174
Total minority 25 35 44 - 8 . &l 57 . 60 86 &%
Black , 20 2 35 37 41 .37 4 43 40
Hispanic - - 3 &5 5 9. 12 - 14 13 15 20
Asian/Pacific lslander 1 1 2 .3 5 4 4 5. é
American IndianfAlaskan Native 2 2 2 3 4. -3 .3 3 3.
Nonresident alien 3 4 4 4 4 4

4 4 3
'Estimates based on preliminary data. ' ’

?Includes U.S. citizens and resident ali‘ensnv
NOQTE: Detdils may not add te iMQIs”due’fo rounding.
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Educatlon National Center for Education Statlstlcs Qgest of Education Statistics,
1997, table 202 (based on the IPEDS/HEGIS "Fall Enrollment" surveys).

Last updated June 1, 1998

Questions, problems or comments with this Web site?
Contact NCESwebmaster@ed.gov.
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Dropout Rates in the United States: 1995 / Executive Summary -

Executive Summary |
This is the eighth in a series of reports to Congress by the Natlonal Center for Education Statistics. It
presents data on.dropout rates in 1995, the most recent year for which data are available, and includes
time series data on high school dropout and completion rates for the period 1972 through 1995. In
addition to extending time series data reported in earlier reports, this report uses data on country of birth
and enrollment in U.S. schools to examine dropout rates among Hispanic young adults who attend U.S.
schools. This report uses these and other data available for 1995 to focus on three specific
sub-populations that are at particular risk of dropping out of school: foreign-bomn persons attending U.S.
schools, young adults who have been retained a grade or more whrle enrolled, and individuals who have
some type of learnmg, physical, or other dlsablhty

Event Dropout Rates

Event dropout rates for 1995 descnbe the proportlon of youths ages 15- 24 years who dropped out of

school in the 12 months preceding October 1995. Demographic data collected as part of the CPS study
permit event dropout rates to be calculated across a variety of 1nd1v1dua1 characteristics, including race,
sex, region of resrdence and income level .

o One-half million of the 9.5 'million 15- through 24- year-olds enrolled in 1994 left school by
October of 1995 without successfully completing a high school program. This amounts to 5.7
percent of this group of young adults This estimate ison a’ par with those reported over the last 24 -

years (figure A).

« Hispanic students are more likely than white students to leave school short of completmg a high
school program. Although the estimated rate for black students (6.4 percent) falls between the
rates for Hispanics and whites, the differences are not significant (table 1).

« In 1995, young adults llvmg in families with incomes in the lowest 20 percent of all family
incomes were six times as likely as thelr peers from families in the top 20 percent of the income
distribution to-drop out (table l)

« Students who remair in school after the majority of their age cohort has left are more llkely to
drop out than their younger peers (table 2).

« Youths 15 through 18 years of age account for two-thirds of all those who dropped out during the
- preceding year; moreover, nearly 40 percent of the 1995 dropouts were 15 through 17 years of age

(table 2).

 Figure A: Event dropout rates for grades 10-12, ages 15-24, by race~ethmc1ty October 1972
through October 1995 - . l
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SOURCE: U.S5. Department‘of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Popuiation
Survey,. October (various.years), unpublished data..

Status Rates

Over the last decade, 300 to 500 thousand 10th through 12th graders left school ‘each year wrthout
“successfully completmg a high school program. Each year some of these young adults return to school -
or an alternative certification program, and others pass out of this-age group. Status rates describe the

proportion of young adults ages.16-24 years who are considered dropouts in October 1995.

« In October of 1995 nearly 3.9 million young adults were not enrolled in a high school program
and had not completed high school. These youths account for 12 percent of the 32.4 million 16-
through 24-year-olds in the Umted States in 1995 ( g}gre B).

. While there are still differences in the levels of the status dropout rates of Whltes, blacks, and
_ Hispanics, the gap between the rates for blacks and whites is closmg (fi 1gure B)

« In addition to higher dropout rates, many H1spamc dropouts do not progress as far'in school as -
black and white students who drop out. In 1995, over half of the Hispanic dropouts reported less
than a tenth grade education, compared with 31 percent of the white dropouts and 27 percent of -
the black dropouts (table 6). - _

. Youths from families with the lowest incomes are eight times more likely to be dropouts than
 those from famlhes with hlgh Incomes (table table 5). :

« Status dropout rates are highest in the Southern and Westem reglons of the country, where rates
are at least one and one-half times those in the Northeast and Mldwest (table 5).

Flgure B: Status dropout rates for persons ages 16-24 by race-ethmcrty October 1972 through
October 1995
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High School Completion Rates

By definition, the completion rate includes everyone reporting a high school diploma or the equivalent,
regardless of the type of credential. The data on high school completions discussed here are reported for
all 18- through 24-year-olds who held some type of high school certificate in October 1995. -

« In 1995, about 85 percent of all 18- through 24-year-'olds_, not still enrolled, had completed a high
school program (figure C). : .

« Whites are most likely to complete hlgh school (90 percent) followed by blacks (85 percent) and
Hispanics (63 percent) (table 11).

.« The relatively low dropout rates observed in the Northeast and Midwest are reflected in high
school completion rates of nearly 90 percent in the Northeast and 89 percent in the Midwest (table
12).

« Young adults who completed high school w1th a GED account for over 7 percent of the 18-
- through 24-year-olds who were not enrolled in high school in'1995 (t able 11).

Figure C: Completlon rates for persons ages 18-24, by race-ethmcnty October 1972 through
October 1995 ' ,
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Immigration, Participation in U.S. Schools, and High School Dropout Rates '

The status dropout rates for Hispanic youths have remained at levels consistently higher than the dropout
rates experienced by their white and black peers since the early 1970s. ‘Although a number of factors
may contribute to these elevated dropout rates, immigrants who come to the U.S. seeking employment

- without a high school education and never enroll in U.S. schools have traditionally been counted as
dropouts. ThIS may lead to an inaccurate view of Hlspamc dropout expenences in U.S. schools.

. The Hlspamc dropout rate of 30.0 percent 1ncludes young immigrants who came to the U.S.
without high school credentials and did not enroll in school in the U.S. The status dropout rate for
Hispanic immigrants ages 16 through 24 is 46.2 percent (table- 16). The comparable rate for
Hispanics born in the U.S. is 179 percent (table 17). \

« The dropout rate for all Hispanic students who have ever enrolled in U.S. schools, regardless of
country of birth, is 19.6 percent (table 17). ,

« Eighty percent of all Hispanic 16- through 24-year-olds in the U.S. speak Spanish at home. The
majority of these young adults (76 percent) were reported as speakmg English 1welh or 1very welli

(table 20).

.« Hispanic young adults who spoke Spanish at home and also spoke English iwelli or ivery welli
were as likely to remaln in school as their peers who spoke only English at home (table 19 and

table 20).

« Two-thirds of the Hlspamc young adults who reported limited Enghsh speakmg ability did not
have a high school credentlal and were not enrolled in school in 1995 (table 20).

« About three-quarters of the Hispanic young adults with limited Enghsh speakmg ablhty reported
no English as a Second Language instruction (table 21).

e Elghty percent of Hispanic 1mm1grants ages 16 through 24 who did not enroll in U.S. schools
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completed the fifth or s1xth grade, compared to 50 percent who completed grades seven or eight,
- and 20 percent who completed the tenth grade (table 23)

Grade Retention

Students judged by their teachers as not ready for grade promotion are often held back a year to master
missed coursework or acquire developmentally appropriate social skills. While not able to disentangle
the causal effects of retention on dropout rates, 1992 and 1995 CPS data provide the opportunity to
examine, on a national scale, the proportion of young adults who were retained in school. They also
allow for the examination of the association between grade retention and dropping out. ‘

o Students who are retained in sehool are at higher risk of dropping out of school (table 25).

« Although males were more likely to have been retained, the dropout rate for male students who
~were retained is lower than the dropout rate for female students who were retained (table 26)

o While black students are more likely to be retained, the dropout rates for retained students were
comparable for black, white, and H1span1c students (t able 26)

o Despite dlfferences in dropout rates across income levels within each income level, students who
had been retained were more hkely to drop out than their peers who were not reta1ned (table 26).

. Youths whose last grade retention occurred in the1r early elementary grades are less at risk of
dropplng out than those reta1ned in the later grades (table 27).

o Individuals held back for two or more years of school were nearly four tlmes as hkely to be status
dropouts as those who had never been retained. (table 28).

Droppmg Out and Disabilities = o : : _A o /

Although they are often held to the same standard as the general populatlon disabled students must
overcome serious obstacles that can interfere with their education. To graduate from high school,

disabled students may need to work harder, study longer, or possess greater academic ability than their
peers without a corresponding physical, emotional, or learning handicap. The added work and frustration =
associated with a disability can take its toll over time: national and local studies reveal that disabled
youths drop out of school at higher rates than the general population. '

o In 1995, the dropout rate of 14.6 percent for youths with disabilities was larger than the 11.8
percent rate experienced by youths without disabilities (table 29). :

o Young adults reported with mental or emotional d1sab111t1es were at an 1ncreased rrsk of dropping
out (table 29 29) :

» Dropout rates for male and female 16- through 24 year-olds are- comparable and thlS relat1onsh1p
holds for students with disabilities as well as those without ( able 30)

« ' Race-ethnicity dlfferences evident between black and white young adults in the general population
are repeated among students with d1sab111t1es with black disabled students at an 1ncreased risk of

dropp1ng out (table 31).

"« Disabled youths who are retalned in school are at no greater risk of being status dropouts than
non-disabled youths who repeated a grade in schoo] (table 32). ,

Introduction
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| College and un1vers1ty enrollment by control and type of
institution |

. Colleges and universities offering 2- and 4-year programs under publtc and private control address
dtﬁ’erent student needs. When selecting a higher education institution, students’ choices are affected by
the various kinds of services that institutions offer, the cost of attendance, and the availability of student
financial aid. Fluctuations in enrollment. among the dtfferent types of institutions may indicate a Shlﬁ in
student needs and mterests . :

Between 1985 and 1992, enrollment in all hlgher education mstltutlons increased. However,

" in 1993, enrollment decreased sllghtly and remained falrly stable through 1995 (see ‘

supplemental table 50-1).

The distribution of total enrollment between publlc and prlvate institutions changed llttle g
over the last two decades. Publlc mstltutlons contmue to enroll nearly 8 out of every 10
students. o : :

Between the mid-1980s and the early 1990s, enrollment in both public 2-year and 4-year
institutions increased annually, then fell sllghtly between 1992 and 1995. :

Enrollment in private 4-year institutions increased steadlly between 1985 and 1995. On the
other hand, enrollment in private 2-year institutions fluctuated between 1985 and 1990, and

“then decreased between 1991 and 1995 (see supplemental table 50-1).

Chart 1: Index of total enrollment in hlgher educatlon 1nst1tut10ns by control and type of institution: Fall
1972-95 . . L

Chart 2: Percentage dlstnbutlon of total en enrollment n h1gher educatlon 1nst1tut10ns by control and

type of institution: Fall 1972 95

3/23/2000 10:08 AM
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Index and ]puercentage distribution of total emollment in hlgher educatwn by control and
type of institution: Fall 1972-95

Index of total enrollment (1981= 100] - Percentage distribution 6f total enroliment

Fall of ’ All Public . Public anc’re Private ‘ Al Public Public Private Private
year institutions ~ 4-year  2-year 4~yeor 2-yeor' 4 institutions  4-year  2-year  4-year 2-year,
“ 1972 74.5 85.7 589 ° 815 489 1000 481 287 220 13.
1974 82.6 910 - 733 850" = 503 © 1000 460 321 207 12
1976 89.0 949 837 895 559 1000 - 445 - 341 202 12
1978 91.0 951 . 865 932 657 _ 1000 43.6 - 344 20.6 - 1.4
1980 - 978 99.3 98.6 981 - 839 1000 = 424 358 202 1.6
1981 © 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 418 362 201 19
1982 - 1004 100.2 1009 - 99.5 . 1070 . 1000 417 364 199 2.0
1984 . 99.0 1006 955 1010 - 1069 . 1000 425 - 350 20.5 2.1
1986 . 1011 102.6 985 1014 1129 1000 . 424 353 - 202 2.1
1988 - 1055 107.3 103.0 1058 1103 ° 1000 425 354 - 202 2.0
1990 11.7 113.2 1115 1097 1034 1000~ 423 - 362 19.8 18
1991 161, 1143 . 1206+, 1126 104.9 St 1000 41 376 - 195 - 1.7
1992 117.1 1142 1224 151 10100 . 10000 . 40.7 379 19.8 1.6
1993 115.6 1133 119.1 1160 97.0 1000 . 409 37.3 202 ° 1.6
1994 1154 ° 1128 1185 173 939 1000 408 372 205 1.5
19952 1153 112.5 178 . 1187  -912- 1000 408 37.0 20.7 1.5

! Data for 1982-94 are revised from pre\riously prlished "ﬂgures.'

2 Preliminary data. .

NOTE: The index ¢f total enrollmen'r in hlgher educcmon is ccllculcfed as the number of students enrclied in hlgher education |
institutions in a given year leded by the humber of sfudents enrolied in higher educa'ﬂon institutions for the year 1981. Aval
greater than 100 indicates that more studients were enrolled in higher ecucation lns'n'ru'nons that year than in 1981, while a ¢
less thamn 100 indicates that fewer students were entolled that yec:r relative to 198] . Detc|||s may not add to totals due to rout .

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Educatlon National Center for Education Statlstlcs Digest of Education Statistics,
1997(based on IPEDS/HEGIS "FaII Enroliment” surveys). - .

Table 50-1: Total and full-time-equivalent (FTE) enrollment in h1gher educat1on by control and type of
institution: Fall 1972-95

Table 50-2: Index of total and full-time- equ1valent (FTE) enrollment (1981= 100) in hlgher education, by
“control and type of 1 1nst1tut1on Fall 1972-95

‘Table 50-3: Percentage distribution of total and full time- equlvalent (FTE) enrollment in h1gher
education, by control and type of 1nst1tut1on Fall 1972 95
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Percentages of 25-to 29-year olds who have completed high school, by race ethnicity, and sex
(High school diploma or equivalency certificate)

Black

All White Hispanic

March Total M . F Total M F Total M F Total M F

1971 777 79.1 76.5 81.7 83.0 805 58.8 56.7 60.5 483 513 457
1972 798 80.5 79.2 83.4 84.1 827 641 617 660 476 47.1 479
1973 802 80.6 79.8 84.0 842 839 641 632 649 523 542 506
1974 819 83.1 80.8 85.5 860 850 684 715 658 54.1 559 525
1975 83.1 845 81.7 86.6 88.0 852 71.1 723 70.1 . S53.1 522 539
1976 847 86.0 83.5 87.7 89.0 864 740 728 749 58.1 57.6 58.4
1977 854 86.6 84.2 88.6 89.2 880 745 775 720 580 619 546
1978 853 860 846 885 888 882 774 787 763 56.5 58.5 54.6
1979 856 863 849 892 '89.8 885 74.7 740 753 57.1 555 58.6
1980 854 854 855 89.2 89.1 892 76.7 748 78.3 579 57.0 588
1981 86.3 86.5 86.1 898 897 899 776 788 766 598 59.1 604
1982 862 863 86.1 89.1 89.1 89.1 81.0 804 815 61.0 606 612
1983 86.0 86.0 860 89.3 893 893 79.5 79.0 79.9 584 578 589
1984 859 85.6 86.3 8904 894 894 791 759 81.7. 586 56.7 60.1
1985 862 859 864 895 892 899 805 80.6 80.5 61.0 586 63.1
1986 86.1 859 864 896 887 904 835 864 81.0 59.1 58.2 60.0
1987 86.0 855 864 894 889 900 835 845 826 59.8 58.6 61.0
1988 859 847 87.1 89.7 88.4 90.9 80.9 809 809 623 599 . 648
1989 855 84.4 86.5 89.3 882 904 823 80.5 838  61.0 61.0 o61.1
1990 857 844 870 90.1 88.6 91.6 81.8 814 820 582 56.6 599
1991 854 849 858 89.8 892 905 81.8 83.6 80.1 56.7 56.4 572
1992 86.3 86.1 86.5 90.6 90.3 91.1 809 827 793 609 61.1 606
1993 867 86.0 874 . 91.2 90.7 918 82.7 84.8 80.8 609 582 639
1994 86.1 84.5 876 91.1 900 923 84.1 828 853 60.3 58.0 630
1995 869 863 874 925 .92.0 93.0 868 884 853 57.2 55.7 587
1996 87.3 86.5 88.1 92.6 920 93.1 86.0 879 61.1 597 629

84.5
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T»ke‘ Condition of Education 1998, Indicator 51 -

Racial and ethnic dlstribution_ of college students

Colleges and universities seek diversity in their student bodies;kvariety in t}ze backgrounds and interests

of students enhances the learning environment. The racial/ethnic mix of college students is one aspect of
a diverse student body. Variations-in the racial/ethnic composition of college enrollment suggest
differences in the needs, interests, and backgrounds of the student population.

B

o The student body at the Nation's colleges and universities has become increasingly
hetérogeneous since the mid-1970s. The percentage of minority students increased from 15
percent of all students in fall 1976 to 25 percent of all students in fall 1995. This increase was
due primarily to the growth in the enrollment of Hispanic and Asian/Pacific Islander
students, whose enrollment as a percentage of all college students increased about 4
percentage points for each group -

« Black students accounted for 10 percent of’tlle total enrollment at colleges and nniversities‘
in fall 1995. Hispanics made up 8 percent of enrolled students; Asian/Pacific Islanders, 6
' percent ‘and American Indlau/Alaskan Natlves, 1 percent :

. In fall 1995, minority students made up a greater proportion of the student body at 2-year
than at 4-year mstltutlons (29 versus 22 percent)

. The percentages of public 2-year college students who were black and Hispanic were
similar; however, the percentage of students enrolled in 4-year institutions who were black
was about twice that of Hispanics in fall 1995. . :

Chart 1: Percentage of minority and nonrésident alien enrollntent in higher education institutions

Chart 2: Per(:entage of minority and nonresident alien.enrollmeot in higher education institutions

3/23/2000 10:09 AM
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Percentage d1str1butmn of total enrollment m higher education mstltutmns, by race/
ethnicity, and control and type of mstltutmn Fall 1976-95
‘ U.S. residents’

pinority
~ o , Q o CAsian/ - Ametican
Fall of year and control ~ Total . Pacific  Indian/ Nonresident
“and type of institution White minority  Black Hispanic " Islander  Alaskan Native alien -
' ‘ All institutions ; ‘ ‘
1976 . B2.6 154 94 - 35 18 : 0.7 2.0
1978 - 819 15.9 94 . 37 - 2.1 .07 23
1980 814 16.1 9.2 39 24 07 2.5
1982 . } 807 16.6 89 = 4.2 28 0.7 ©27
1984 I 80.2 170 88 4.4 32 . .07 27
1986 , S 7937 179 BT 49 36 . 0.7 2.8
1968 . 788 18.4 8.7 52 .38 . 0.7 2.8
11990 o 776 19.6 9.0° 57 4l 0T 2.8
11991 oL 788 208 9.3 60 . 44 .08 29
1992 : CT o780 218 96 66 487 08 3.1
1993 », 74.) 22.7 99 69 81 0.9 3.2
1994 © 730 23.8 10,1 7.3 5.4 0.9 3.2
1995 - - 723 245 103 7.7 . 6.6 0.9 3.2
o - - By confrol und h/pe of institution: Fall 1995
Public , T8 257 10,5 8.4 5.8 | 1.0 T
Private : 746 204 9.9 4% 50 . 0.6 © 80
4-year 743 215 97 . &5 . &5 C0T 42
Public 74.0 22.3 9.8 60 57 .09 3.6
Private 749~ 19.8 9.5 4.7 &2 05 6.2
2-year public 69.0 29.4 11.1 1.2 5.8 1.2 - 1.6

! Estimates based on preliminary data. .

2 includes U.S.»cmzens and resident altens.
NOTE: Details'moy not add to totals due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S: Department of Education, Natlonal Center for Educatlon Statlstlcs D:gest of Educaz‘:on Stat:stfcs
1997 (based on the IPEDS/HEGIS "Fall Enrollment" surveys). :

Table 51-1: Total enrollment in 1nst1tut10ns of hlgher educatlon by control and type of institution and
race/ethnicity of student: Fall 1976- 95 ~ _ _

Table 51-2: Percentage dlstnbutlon of total enrollment in 1nst1tut10ns of hlgher educatlon by control and
type of institution and race/ethmcny of student: Fall 1976-95 .

Table 51-3: Percentage distribution of nonresident alien enrollment in institutions of hlgher education,
-by control and type of institution: Fall 1976-95 ,

,}" Downloed this Indicator in pdf format.(50k)
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Section V
Educational Participation
and Fmgress

High school dropouts, by race- ethn1c1ty
and recency of migration

As a whole, Hispanics drop out of high school at higher rates and
attain lower levels of education than non-Hispanics. The relative
recency of migration among Hispanics may at least partially
account for this trend. Evidence of the undereducation of
Hispanics has implications for developing retention strategies as
well as for assessing the educational and training needs of the
population. The status dropout rate for an age group (the
percentage of that age group that is not enrolled in school and
has not completed high school) is one measure of dropping out.

In 1997, a greater percentage of Hispanics than non-Hispanics ages
16-24 were born outside the United States (see supplemental table
52-1). Among this group, the status dropout rate (39 percent) was
higher than it was among first- and later-generation Hispanics (15
and 18 percent, respectively). First- and later-generation Hispanics
were two to three times more likely than thelr non-Hispanic peers to
drop out.

In 1997, the p‘ercentage of 25- to 34-year—olds who were dropouts
was lower than it was in 1989 or 1979. Similar changes are occuring -
for all groups. The gaps in dropout rates between non-U.S.-born,
first-generation, and later-generation Hispanics and comparable
non-Hispanics were generally similar in 1979, 1989, and 1997.

, ’ 3/23/2000 9:31 AM
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Percentage of 16-to 24- year -olds who were not enrolled in school and had not

“completed high school, by recency of mrgratron and race-ethnicity: October

1997 -
‘ Hlﬁ:_:mlc NONMESEING
. . ) Oftar POGie
Recency ol migiation Tetcd forl  Moveon  Heparic 1ctnl wha Black  Isardi
Toldl ‘ Coitg 283 77.5 213 8.6 75 13.4 6y
Sam outlde 50 siatayD.C. I 386 d4.3 9e . 78 6.4 ¢ Q4
Fist.ganaration ) RTiTe) 15.4 1.9 A2 80 84 8.3 285
BRI, GOORROIICn R X 7.7 . - M3 14.2 20 1.6 141 - .3

Percentage of 25 to 34 year-olds who were not enrolled in school and had not
completed high school, by year and recency of migration and race- ethn1c1ty

‘November 1979 and 1989 and October 1997

— Not available. -

* Total includes a small proportion for whom recency of migration is unknown.

Hepane - Nen-Riperle
G : Aslore

Yoor end reeonsy ‘ U S S Pexsific

Slmigrion toles Ioth  Mosinon  Himonic . fesdl inita Block  liondior

1979 Total® 14.9 454 51.2 24.6 13.0 5 281 -

Bom ik 5D statesD.C. - 344 599 4.8 K57 IS 18.6 153 —

Frst ganeetion . C 123 308 - 383 43 - B2 7.8 18.1 -

Letat gereection 13.5 299 25 18.3 131 . NS 24.4 -

C 19 Tola C3a AR 459 216 10.5 .o 189 105,
" Bom autsice 50 steesD.C. 318 £1.8 03 286 1.6 bO.2 14.2 123
Frst geeeceian 1.6 283 262 285 485 a0 89 59

Letter guneration C 1.2 288, 287 19.7, 1.0 94 19.1 59

1997 Totet® S 1 B 385 462 278 7.7 6.6 122 9.3

BOm auttice 5D stteeD.C. sl 9.5 0.0 4.2 Loy 1.6 16.7 1.}

Frst gonécgion 9.6 164 248 1.2 84 87 ) a9

LLenior gionaration: : 8.1 ’W;’} 268 12.5 5 b 110 .2

NOTE: People born in Puerto Rico and the U.S. territories are considered born in other countries. Individuals
are classified as first generation if they were born in one of the 50 states or Washington, D.C., and at least one
of their parents was not. Later generation includes those- who were born in one of the 50 states or Washington,

D.C., as were both of théir parents.

SOURCE U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census Current Populatlon Survey, November

1979 and 1989, and October 1997.
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- High school dropouts, by race-ethnicity and recency of
migration

Percentage distribution of 16~ to 24-year-olds according to reccncy.'of migration: 1997

0 10 20 % 40 50 € . N8 80 {00

-l L] ] 3 1 L H i L i

0 0 2 3® 4 5 e 0 8 80 100 |
‘ : Pocod o
B Both aitside 50 RatesDC, Flrst goneration W Later genctation

Percentage of 25- to M-year-olds who were not enrolled aml had not complete(l

high school: 1979, 1989, and 1997 ‘
0 . 10 20 0 40 50 60 70 80 - 80 100

‘Nosn-mspanﬁc.
white, lota) &

3 L L 3 . Il 3 i l )

Nen-Hispanic i
T black, total

" Hispanle, total B

Later-generation
~ Hispanic
First-ganeration
Hispanic.

Bom outzide

50 etates/D.C.
Hispanic

. territories are considered born 1n
other countries. Individuals are classified as first generation if they were born in
one of the 50 states or Washington, D.C., and at least one of their parents was not.
Later generation includes those who were born in one of the 50 states or
Washington, D.C., as were both of their parents.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current
Populatlon Survey, November 1979 and 1989 and October 1997.

Related Links
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The Condition of Education 1996, Indicator 25

| Educatienalﬂ attainment |

Changes in educational attainment. over time mdzcate changes in the demand for skills and knowledge in
the work force, Also, changes in educational attainment can reflect the increasing, emphaszs society
-places on graduating from hzgh school and college: completing high school and college is an important
educational accomplzshment that yields many benefits to those who achieve it. Better job opportumtzes
and kzgher earnings are examples of those benefits.

« Educational attainment of 25- to 29-year-olds increased between 1971 and 1995. The
percentage of students completing high school rose 9 percentage points; the percentage of
high school graduates completing at least some college rose 19 percentage points; and the

- percentage of high school graduates completing 4 or more years of college rose 6 percentage
points. ~

"o While fewer black 25- to 29-year-olds had completed hlgh school than their white

counterparts in 1995, the gap between the percentage of blacks and whites completmg high
school narrowed consnderably between 1971 and 1995, decreasing from 23 to 6 percentage
pomts Fifty-two percent of black high school graduates had completed at least some college
'in 1995, compared to 65 percent of white high school graduates, and a smaller percentage of
black than white high school graduates had completed a bachelor's degree or higher (18
compared to 31 percent).

o In 1995, fewer Hispanic 25- to 29-year-olds had completed high school than their white
counterparts, Fifty percent of Hispanic high school graduates had completed at least some
college and 16 percent had completed a bachelor's degree or higher, compared to 65 and 31

" percent, respectively, of their white counterparts. These gaps in educational attainment
between Hispanics and whites did not closed between 1971 and 1995.

Chart 1: Percentage of 25-t0 29-year-olds who have completed high school and percentage of high
school graduates who have completed 1 or more and 4 or more years of college by race/ethnicity:
March 1971-95; High school graduates

Chart 2: Percentage of 25- to 29-year-olds who have completed hlgh school and percentage of high
school graduates who have completed 1 or more and 4 or more years of college, by racefethmmty
March 1971-95; H]gh school graduates completing 1 or more years of college :

Chart 3: Percentage of 25-to 29-year-olds who have completed hlgh school and percentage of high
" school graduates who have completed 1 or more and 4 or more years of college, by race/ethnicity:
March 1971-95; H1gh school graduates completing 4 or more years of college

~ Percentage of 25- to 29-year-olds who have completed high school, and percentage
of high school graduates who have completed 1 or more and 4 or more years of
college, by race/ethmclty Selected years March 1971-95

High school graduates\*\ 1 or more years of college
March Total White Black Hispanic Total Whlte Black Hispanic
1971 77.7 81.7 58.8 48.3 43.6 44.9 30.9 30.6
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g

o .
1975 83.1 86.6 71,1 53.1 50.1 ~51.2 38.7 41.1
1977 85.4 88.6 74.5 58.0 53.2 54.8 41.7 41.1
1979 85.6 .89.2. 74.7 57.1 54.1 0 55.7 41.7 44.0
1981 86.3 89.8 77.86 59.8 50.1 51.2 42.5 39.6
1983 86.0 89.3 ©79.5 58.4 50.6 51.6 41.6 42.9
1985 86.2 89.5 80.5 61.0 50.8 51.8 42.7 44.2
13887 86.0 89.4 83.5 59.8 50.7 C51.4 43.0 44.6
1989 85.5 89.3 82.3 61.0 51.3 52.8 42.1 44.3
1991 85.4 89.8 81.8 56.7 53.1 . - 54.9 . 43.2 42.2

Diploma. or equivalency certlflcate S Some college or more

1992 86.3 90.6 80.9 . 60.9 56.7 58.8 44.7 ) 46.8
© 1993 86.7 . %91.2 g2.7 "60.9 58.9 61.0 48.4 48.8
1994 86.1 91.1 . 84.1 60.3 . . 60.5 62.7 49.6 51.5
1985 86.9 92.5 86.8 o 57.2 7 62.2 64.6- 52.0 50.3

Table readst In 1995, 86.9 percent of those aged 25-29 had completed high school.

* 12 years of school completed for 1971-91, and high school diploma or eqtllvalency certificate for
1992-95. ,

NOTE: Begmnmg in 1992, the Current Populatwn Survey (CPS) changed the questtons used to obtain
the educational attamment of respondents. See the supplemental note to th1s indicator for further
discussion. .

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Marech Current Populatlon Surveys

Table 25-1: Percentage of 25- to 29- year—olds Who have completed high school, by race/ethnlclty and
- sex: March 1971-95

Table 25-2: Percentage of 25- to 29-year-old hlgh school graduates who have completed 1 or more years
of college, by race/ethm(:lty and sex: March 1971-95 : , .

Table 25- 3 Percentage of 25- to 29-year-old high school graduates who have completed 4 or moreé years
of college by race/ethnicity and sex: March 1971-95 .

Supplemental note for Indlcator 25

Standard errors for text table ln Indicator 25

Standard errors for supplemeﬁtal table 25-1 e )

Standard errors for supplemental table 25-2

Standard errors for supplemental table 25-3

ndicator 26]

la—\(

[Indicator 24]

Sources of Data | Glossary
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Total Associate's Bachelor's % of total
Type 1976-77 1995-96 woif | 1978-77 1995-96 | o 1978-77 1995-96 1976 1996 change
Hispanic 35,379 96,451 16,636 . 18,743 58,28 Y 5.6 2.9
White 1,149,978 1,329,73 342,290 807,688 904,70 "86.9 77. '
BlacK- 91,795 142,838 33,159 58,636 91,16 6.9 <14
1,277,152 1,569,026/ % 392,085 885,067, 1,054,16
Asian 20,837, 87,45 7,044 13,793 64,359 1.6 5.1 3.5
American Indian 5,824 12,52 2,498 3,326 6,970 0.4 0.7 0.3
NR alien 19,043 47,659 3,329 15,714 37,54 1.4 2.8 1.3
TOTAL 1,322,856 1,716,661 404,956 553,625 917,900 1,163,036] :0.0 100.0 0.0
b6 of total pery  1978-77 1995-96 1976-77 1995-96 1976-77 1995-96
Hispanic 2.7 586 4.1 6.9 T 20 5.0
White 86.9 775 84.5 76.8 88.0 77.8
Black 6.9 8.3 '8.2| 9.3 64 7.8
Asian] 1.6 5.1 1.7 4.2 15 5.5 -
American indian 04" 0.7 0.6 1.0 " 04 06
NR aien 1.4 24 0.8 1.8 1.7] 32
Total 0.0 100.0) 100.0 100.0- 0.0 100.0 .
[Source: Digest of Education Statistics, 1998, Tables 261 and 264
Total Master's Fst Professional Doctoral % of tota
Type 1976-77 1995-96 1976-77 1976-77 1995-96  1976-77 1976 | 1996 | change [
Hispanic 7,669 18,887] 6,071 1,076 3,476 527 20 43 2.3
" whitd 351,334 384,7707 . 266,061 58,422 59,456} 26,851 915 889
Black " -24,827 32,453 21,037 2,537 1:253 6.5 7.4 1.0
383,830, 436,11 293,169 62,035 28,626
- | - |
Asian 6,801 27,424} 5,122 1,021 558 1.6 1.6 (0.0
American Indian 1,258 2,39 967, 196 95 0.3 0.1 ©.2
NR alien 21,792 60,87 17,344 701 3,747, 5.3 35 (1.7
TOTAL 413,681 526,807 316,602 405,521/ 63,953 33,126 107.2  105.3
b5 of total perly  1976-77 1995-96 1978-77 1995-96 1976-77 1995-96 1976-77 | 1995-96°
Hispanic” 14 - 3.6 - 49 3.6 1.7 4.5 1.6 2.2
White! 84.9 73.0 840 - 734 91.4 778 81.1 62.2
Blac 6.0 6.2 6.6 6.4 4.0 6.5 38 37
Asian 1.6 5.2 1.6 4.5 1.6 8.6 2.0 5.9
American Indian 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.4 0.3 06 0.3 0.4
NR alien 5.3 116 5.5 11.8 1.1 2.1 1.3 25.6
Total 100.0 100.0| 100.0 100.0] 0.0 100.0 1000~ 100.0
[Source: Digest of Education Statistics, 1998, Tables 267, 270, 273







Total 4-year 2-year gefres- % of total
Type 1976 1996 % Diff 1976 1996 % Diff 1976 1976 1996 change
Hispanic 380 : 174 206 36 89 53  sso
White 9,076 - 5,999 3,077 86.5 794 (7.1
Black 1,033 504 429 9.8 11.6 1.8
TOTAL 10,489 6,777 3,712 100.0 100.0 0d
Total ~ nder§raduat Graduate Firdt-Professignal /o of total’
, :-1976 1996 1976 1996 1976 1996 %o | 1976 1976
Hispanic | - 384 353 ia soe 5 i 3.7
 White 9,077 7,741 220 86.5
Black " 1,033 943 . 11 9.8 -
TOTAL - 10,494 9,037 236 100.0
differences due fo rounding
‘4-year 2-year
Type & Total public . private public private
Control 1976 1996 % Diff 1976 1976 1996 1976
Hispanic 337 % 129 44) 628 3
White 7,094 4,120 1,879 3,589 103
" Black 832 422 182 ~ 5971 20
TOTAL 8,263 4,671 " 2,105 4

126

P total enrol

ment- UnderGy

aduate

1976

1996

Hispanic

91.9

92.5

White

.85.3

85.4

B\lack

91.3

90.2

Source: Diges

tatistics, 1998, 1
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t of Education §



1996 change

9.0 5.3
79.4 . '
118 1.8
10000 04
b of tota
1996 % Diff 1976 1996 . | change -
- 8.9 49
"79.4
- 11.6 1.6

100.0 0.0 -




- race/ethnicity: 1940 to 1995

Indicator 28. School CompletiOn'-

Percent of 25- to 29-year-o|ds completlng hlgh school and coIIege by age and

Highest level of education completed

Completed high school

Year e SR
- Less than 4 years N - -
: of high school Total | 4 years of high 4 ye:;ﬁgglrggg 4 or more.
i . B : .sc‘hool only - some college . years of college

: . S . Ali races B .

1940 : g 61.9 38.1 B — — o 5.9
1950 o 47.2 . 528 . =T —. 7.7
1960 : . 39.3 - 607 375 12.2 11.0
1970 24.6 - 75.4 : 441 149 . 16.4
1980. 146" 85.4 - 407 222" . 22,5
1990 : . 14.3. -85.7° - 412 .. 213 23.2
1992 : 137 86.3 374 . "253 236
1993 13.3 . . 86.7 - 357 ‘ 274 237
1994 . . 139 86.1 : 34.0 28.8 23.3
1995 . o132 . 86.9 .32.8 294 ’ 24.7

X . . White 1 . :
1940 : 588 41.2 S — .= 6.4
1950 ' 437 " 56.3 : — — 8.2
1960 o 36.3 63.7 39.1 12.8 11.8
1970 : 222 77.8 45.0 . 155 17.3
1980 131 '86.9 .407 . - 225 : 23.7
1990 - 13.7 86.3 41.0 211 . 242
1992 12.9 871 36.8 : 25.3 . 25.0
1993 : 12.7 " 87.3 . . 35.0 275 . 24.7
1994 ’ 135 : 86.5 333 290 : 242
1995 . ) 126 ' 87.4 320 294 o 26.0..
) . Black1 ' . : : '
19402 . ) - 877 ‘123 . — . - 1.6
19502 . 76.4 236 - a — - — 28
19602 61.4 : 386 - 25,5 - oo 77 54
1970 R X X - ' 56.2 -39.0 9.9 73
1980 23.1 .- 769 441 . 211 N1z
1990 . 184 - . . 816 - 45.7 T 226 13.4-
1992 e 191 . 809 : 47 .. 249 11.3
1993 . . 17.3 . 827 . - 425, . - 270 13.2
1994 15.9- ' © 841 422 . 282 . 13.7 .
1995 ’ ) . 135 865 41.7 - 298 153
) ) Hispanic?3 - : . ’

1980 ' . 421 - 579 - 348 } 154 C 77
1990 . 41.9 © 58.1 < 34.8 152 . 8.2
1992 o 39.1 60.9 . 323 . - 1941 9.5.
1993 - Sl 39.1 . 8609 ’ 312 21.4 8.3
1994 . ) 39.7 60.3 293 - .- 230 o 8.0
1995 - 429 - 571 ’ . 284 - " 199 8.9
—Data not available. ) - . ' : e

*Includes Hispanics.
2|ncludes other races.
3 Hispanics may be of any race.

. NOTE: Because of rounding, percentages may not total 100 percent

SOURCE: U.S. Depanment of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1960 Census of Population, vol. 1, part 1; Current
Population Reports, Series P-20, Educational Attainment in the United States, various years; and unpublished data.
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Indicator 28. School Completion

Years of school completed by 25- to 29-year-olds: 1940 to 1995

Per_cent
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60 —

Less than 4 years of high school’

20 —

C 10, - o IR T

e e R R E— — T
1940 1950 1960 1970° 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995
N . - Year T .

‘SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census, 71960 Census of Papu!axion. vol. 1, part 1; Current Popu-

lation Reports, Series P-20, Educational Altainment in the United States, various years; and unpublished data.

Young adults have completed more and more years of education over the past decades,
but increases in educational attainment since 1975 have been small. The proportion of .
blacks completing high school has risen significantly. The proportion of 25- to 29-year-
old blacks who had completed high school rose from 77 percent in 1980 to 87 percent
in 1995, Hispanics complete less schooling than other groups; 9 percent completed 4 or
more years of college in 1995 compared with 26 percent of whltes.
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