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Expulsion events timeline 

Sept. 17: A fight breaks out at a football game between Eisenhower and 
MacArthur high schools. The fight in the Eisenhower stands lasts several 
minutes; the game is stopped for about 10 minutes. Approximately 10 
people are involved and three arrests are made that night. A spectator 
captures part of the fight on videotape. 

Sept. 23: Decatur schools director of special' programs Bob Byrkit 
announces that security measures will be increased at the Staley Day 
doubleheader football games, which· includes Stephen Decatur versus 
Eisenhower and MacArthur against Bloomington. 

Eight male students are suspended for 10 days, awaiting expulsion 
hearings; one of the eight was not recommended for expulsion. 

Oct. 1: Three of the students are expelled for two years. Board members 
Mike Setina, D.R. Roberts and Phil Wilhelm vote to expel; Jeffrey 
Perkins votes against the expulsions; board president Jackie Goetter and 
members Jan Mandernach and Terry Robinson not present for vote; 
Superintendent Kenneth Arndt is also absent. 

Members of Decatur chapter ofRainbowlPUSH Coalition address the 
board and ask for alternative punishment of30 days' suspension, 
attendance at Homework Hangout and 12 hours per week of community 
service for duration of school year. 

Oct. 4: Four more students are expelled for two years. Goetter, 
Mandernach, Setina, Roberts and Wilhelm vote for expulsions; Perkins 
. against; Robinson absent. The resolution to expel the students includes a 
provision to review the decision at the end of this school year. 

RainbowlPUSH spokesman Julius Bailey announces a hunger strike to 
protest the expulsion of five of the students who he says were involved in 
the fight to a lesser degree than the others. 

Oct. 6: Macon County Sheriff Roger Walker announces his opposition to 
the two-year expulsions. Valerie Johnson, education director of 
RainbowlPUSH Coalition headquarters in Chicago, ilnnounces that she'll 
meet with the students, parents, Arndt, Goetter, and school district 
attorney Jeffrey Taylor on Oct. 7. 

Oct. 7: Herald & Review editorial supports school board decision to 
expel and the board's zero:-~olerance policy. 

Oct. 8: Arndt says the expelled students will be provided with textbooks; 
Goetter' says the board is open to receiving new information on the fight 
and who was involved; three of the students, Roosevelt Fuller, Errol 
Bond and Shawn Honorable, and their parents, meet with Arndt, Goetter 
and Taylor, members of the community, representatives of 
RainbowlPUSH and about a dozen Decatur-area ministers. 
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Oct. 12: Several members of the community, including city 

Councilwoman Betsy Stockard, attend the school board meeting to ask 

the board to reconsider the length of the ~xpulsions. 


Oct. 18: Julius Bailey ends his hunger strike after two weeks at the 

request of the leadership ofRainbowlPUSH. 


Oct. 20: Nine people -- four adults and five juveniles -- are arrested over 
several days as a result ofthe fight on preliminary charges of felony mob 
action,battery and disorderly conduct. No formal charges are filed. 
Sworn statements by Decatur police characterize the fight as a 
continuation of a dispute between members of the Gangster Disciples and 
the Vice Lords. ' 

Oct. 31: The Rev. Jesse Jackson announces he is coming to Decatur on 

behalfof the expelled students and in a speech to a RainbowlPUSH 

meeting in Chicago, refers to the incident as "a schoolyard fight" and 

"something'silly like children do." 


Goetter says the board's decision will stand"but that board 

representatives are willing to meet with him. '. 


Nov. 2: About 1,000 people attend a town hall meeting in Decatur at 
Church of the Living God PGT Temple 3 to hear Jackson, who 
announces that ifno compromise is reached with the school board, he'll 
arrange a march and rally for the cOll)ing Sunday afternoon. 

Goetter and Arndt hold a joint news conference to announce that the 

board's decision will not change. , 


Nov. 3: Jackson speaks at a leadership breakfast with members of 

Decatur's clergy and community leadership, urging support of the 

expelled students; attendees also urged to join RainbowlPUSH. 


Jackson, Johnson and Keith Anderson meet with Goetter, Arndt, Perkins 
and Taylor in a,closed-door session to discuss expulsions. Jackson later 
announces plans to seek acourt order against the school board and 
instructs local RainbowlPU,SH representatives to escort the students to 
their respective schools on Monday and be prepared to be arrested. 

Nov. 4: Macon County State's Attorney Larry Fichter asks the 

community to obey the law and not to take the expelled students onto 

school property. Gary Hunt, director ofhuman resources for the school 


, district, describes the Sept. 17 fight as "mob action, pure, plain and 
simple.", 

Nov. 5: Stockard and Decatur Mayor Terry Howley announce their 
support for the school board. Stockard says she's changed her stance 
since viewing the amateur videotape and urges everyone not directly and 
personally involved in the incident to stay home from the march and 
rally. 

Nov. 7: Jackson leads a march from Tell)ple 3 to Eisenhower High 
School, where supporters hold a rally in support of the expelled students. 
RainbowlPUSH organizers estimate the turnout to be 5,000; Decatur 
police estimate 1,200. ' 
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Supporters arrive by bus from Chicago, St. Louis and other communities. 

Stockard sponsors a"Stop th~ Violence" march at the same time the 
RainbowlPUSH march js scheduled and draws an estimated 50 people . 

. Herald & Review editorial board, after reviewing the videotape, reiterates 
its support of the school board decision for expulsion. 

Nov. 8: Arndt cancels classes at all three high schools. Gov. George H. 
Ryan comes to Decatur to meet with RainbowlPUSH and school district 
representatives. 

permission. 
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Jackson fights expulsion 

of black Decatur'youths 

By Robert Flynn 
Tribune Staff Writer 
November 8, 1999 

DECATUR, Ill. -- As a 
maker of peace and a 
lover of cameras, Rev. 
Jesse Jackson convinced 
Serbia's Slobodan 
Milosevic to hold hands 
in prayer and give up 
three American soldiers. 

The Rev. Jesse Jackson, left, 

But that bit of diplomacy . listens to Decatur School Board 

was swift compared with member Jeffrey Perkins, right, at 


Jackson's unsuc·cessful the start of a rally, Sunday, Nov. 

7, 1999, in Decatur, III. 


efforts to persuade the (Associated Press photo by 

Decatur School Board to Dennis Magee) 


revoke its recent two-year expUlsions of seven black 
students accused of brawling during a high school 
football game. With the young men at his side 
Sunday evening, the Chicago civil rights leader told 
a cheering throng ofmore than 1,000 gathered in a 
high school parkmg lot that ifhe could meet with 
Mllosevic and bring home three American paws, 
"we'll come to Decatur and bring our children to 
school." 

A defiant School Board President Jackie Goetter 
dismissed Jackson's comparison· of the students to 
the U.S. soldiers held in Serbia last spring. 

"These are not paws," said Goetter, who met 
privately with Jackson last week. "Contrary to Rev. . 
Jackson's portrayal of this as a silly schoolyard . 
brawl, it was mob action that endangered the lives of 
hundreds of spectators." 

Goetter also warned that Jackson and the students 

were risking arrest if they followed through on his 

promise to escort them to school Monday . 

morning--a warning the civil rights leader seemed to 

accept with relish. . 


"We'll challenge it with our bodies on the line," 
Jackson told the crowd, many ofwhom arrived on 
buses and in cars from around the state. . 

While the showdown is most directly about the 
controversial use of so-called zero tolerance policies 

. amid fears of school violence, Jackson's visit also 
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amid fears of school violence, Jackson's visit also 

was the latest and most dramatic example of a 

community dealing anew with tensions in race 

relations. 


Jackson compared the controversy with civil rights 
era confrontations at the University of Alabama and 
other schools. But ,at the same time, he vowed that 
his RainbowlPUSH Coalition would file suit this 
week challenging school boards' increasing use of 
zero-tolerance policies in the wake of violent 
shootings. 

Lewis Myers Jr., an attorney for Jackson's group, 
said the suit would contend that such policIes vIOlate 
the due process clause of the 14th Amendment as 
well as the Illinois Constitution. Under .. 
zero-tolerance policies, students are subject to strict 
penalties for even minor infractions. 

. While speaking to the crowd from the bed of a truck 
trailer parked at Eisenhower High School, host of 
the Sept. 17 football game where the fist fight 
occurred, Jackson urged the school board: "Be fair." 

"This is not Columbine High. This is Decatur," he 
said, arguing the two-year expulsion was too harsh a 
penalty. . 

Myers said the fight apparently started when some of 
the boys, who attend the district's three high schools, 
exchanged insults in the stands. During the ensuing 
melee, witnesses said, football spectators were 
knocked over as youths scrambled to throw punches 
or watch. 

The board's decision last month to expel the youths 
has split the community and added pressure to . 
Decatur's already-tense race relations, which were 
damaged recently when a white police officer fatally 
shot a black teenager, who had exchanged gunfire 
with police. 

The Decatur chapter ofPUSH, formed just this 
summer, accepted the department's justification of 
the shooting, which came just two weeks before the 
students were expelled. And both Jackson and local 
PUSH officials liave insisted that the fight over the 
expUlsions is about fairness rather than,skin color. 

But the fact remains that all of the expelled students 
are black, and the decisions to boot tlie youths from 
school involved "yes" votes from white school board 
members and a sole "no" vote from a black member. 
That dissenting board member, Jeffrey Perkins, 
spoke for many black Decatur residents when he . 
said that race couldn't help but play some factor. 

"To me, race is always a factor in our society," said 
Perkins, 46, himself a product of Decatur public 
schools. 

"Did they expel these boys because they were black? 
No. They expelled them because they were fighting 
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DECATUR, Illinois (CNN) -- The Rev. Jesse Jackson said he'll 
continue protests against an Illinois high school Tuesday despite a 
school board vote to shorten seven students' expulsions and allow them 
into an alternative program. 

The Eisenhower High School students were expelled for two years for 
their involvement in a brawl at a football game. In a Monday night 
vote, the local school board cut their punishment, allowing the students 
to attend an alternative education program and limiting their expulsion 
to one year. 

"This allows the students to receive an education tomorrow ifthey so 
choose," Superintendent Kenneth ,Arndt said. ' 

The board vote came after talks brokered by Illinois Gov. George Ryan. 
But Jackson -- who has led two days of protests over the case -- said the 
students' punishments were still too severe, and he would return 
Tuesday morning to try to re- enroll six students. One of those expelled 
has moved to Tennessee. 

School officials closed the school Monday because of the protests, and 
may close them again Tuesday, keeping about 2,600 studen~s out of 
classes. 

The fight that led to the expulsions occurred during a high school 
football game September 17. Officials halted play for 10 minutes, a 
police spokesman said. 

Jackson says punishment too harsh 

The civil rights leader also said he 
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The civil rights leader also said he 
would seek a federal court order 
reinstating the students, who he 
said have been hit with a much 
harsher punishment than others. 
Jackson said they include the 
school's basketball team captain, 
with a 3.5 grade-point average. 

"Historically, this has been a 
, 10-day suspension. In this case, 

Jackson said he'll file suit in federal there were no guns involved. There court Tuesday to get the students back 
in class were no knives brandished. There 

were no bomb threats," he said. "It 
suggests something deep within the culture of the school that similar 
students are suspended and some are expelled." 

All of those involved in the fighting, inciuding the expelled students, 
were black, and the school is 40 percent black. But Jackson said unfair 
treatment, not race, was the issue. 	 . ' 

"They've been out of school 60 days already this year. In my judgment, 
that is penalty enough," he said. "We must not be so quick to throw our 
children away. 

lit was a mob action' 
3.9 % APR 

While Jackson characterized the 
HOW CAN altercation as a simple fistfight, 
YOUR RATE GO? 	 school board officials compared it 

to a riot. 

"This was not a simple fight. It was 
a mob action that endangered the 
lives of 100 to 200 people at a 
football game," school board 
President Jackie Goetter said. She 
said she didn't know of any serious 
injuries, however. ' shortened the students: expulsions 

'from two years to one Monday night 

Threatening to join the conflict, " . 
Monday was white supremacist leader Matt Hale, who said his World 
Church of the Creator would try to "mobilize the white community" 
against the protests. 

"It seems law and order has broken down in Decatur, and we plan to 
resuscitate it," Hale said. 

Decatur police said they were aware ofHale's comments and planned to 
add security. A former member ofHale's group, Benjamin'Smith, 
committed suicide after going on a July shooting spree that left two 
dead and several others wounded. 

The ASSOCiated Press contributed to this report. 
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Expulsion compromise rejected . 

Terms ofexpulsions shortened, but Jackson says decision not enough . . 

By BRAD MUDD, BILLY TYUS & KEN DICKSON 

H&R Staff Writers 

DECATUR, IlL (Nov. 9) -- The Decatur school board Monday night 
shortened the expulsion tenus of six students, and Gov. George H. Ryan 

. opened the door for them to attend an alternative high school. But the 
Rev. Jesse Jackson said that compromise isn't enough. 

Jackson said he intends "to take the children back to school" and is 

expected to be at Eisenhower High School this morning with the 

students. . . 


Decatur schools Superintendent Kenneth Arndt said he will decide early 
. this morning ifhigh school will resume today after being closed Monday. 

"I'm obviously disappointed that we've met a stalemate," Arndt said. 
"These students need ~o take responsibility for their own actions." 

Terry Robinson and Jeffrey Perkins were the only board members to vote 
against reducing the expulsion~ from two years to one. They are also the . 
only board members to say they believe the length of punishment for a 
fight at a Sept. 17 football game at Eisenhower is too long. Seven 
students were recommended for expulsion, but one withdrew before the 
board voted to expel him. 

Board member D.R. Roberts, the only board member in the majority who 
spoke during the meeting, said many of the arguments against the 
original two-year expulsions involved the students having no opportunity 
to continue their education. Since the students will have that opportunity 
at an alternative high school today, he said he would vote for the 
one-year punishment. 

Jackson said lawyers with his RainbowlPUSH Coalition will file a 

lawsuit in federal court seeking an injunction against the school distri~t 

which would allow the students to return to schooL The suit could be 

filed today in Urbana. 


"These children deserve to be in schooL Alternative high schools don't 

have the validity suggested here," Jackson said. "At best they get credit 

and graduate, but it will not make them better students and it will not 

make them better people." 


The school board's decision, arrived at during an emergency meeting, 

came after marathon talks among 20 people including Jackson and 

members of the RainbowlPUSH Coalition, Ryan and other community 

leaders and officials from the school district, including school board 
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President Jackie Goetter. 

Following the board's vote, Ryan spokesman Dave Urbanek said, "We 
spent all day talking between the two sides and it was the governor's goal 
to bring them together. There has been some movement on both sides and 
this is something that the school board and the RainbowlPUSH Coalition 
will have to work out." 

It was Ryan who recommended providing an alternative school setting to 
the students -- which he said will become available to all expelled 
students in the state in January. He labeled it a "partial solution" to the 
situation. Ryan said state school Superintendent Glenn W. McGee would 
provide a letter today authorizing the students to begin classes in a 
Decatur alternative school and "hopefully have it reviewed" and the 
students could "be back into the mainstream of schools in due time. II 

And while commending the board for its work in serving residents of 
Decatur, Ryan stopped short ofsupporting the board's decision to expel 
the students for two years, 

"Is two years too long?" he said. "A lot ofpeople think it is. 

"I happen to think that maybe two'years was a little severe." 

Goetter said she is glad the governor became involved in the talks. 

"He waived some laws to allow the students into an alternative program. 
That solved one of the big problems that the board was struggling with," 
she said. "9ur hands were tied (because they were expelled)." 

Goetter said the youths have a choice between four alternative school 
programs in Decatur. 

"I'm very disappointed. The board acted tonight to clear the way for the, 
students to return to school with credit, but Rev. Jackson insisted we 
accept his recommendation," Goetter said. "Anything less than that was 
unacceptable to him." 

Jackson's proposal revolved around seven points, including the students 
going back to school immediately. , 

He recommended the district review its zero-tolerance policy toward 
violence, six months ofprobation for the students, five hours of 
community service per week, board-sponsored tutoring with the students 
maintaining passing grades; the establishment of peer counseling in 
Decatur schools to address school violence and conflict resolution and 
the establishment of a panel to review disciplinary decisions. 

'Iackson has argued this week that the district's zero-tolerance policy 
lacks mercy and unfairly punishes students. He has called for a 
conference with legislators on the policy in hopes ofhaving it defined to 
better address individual student issues. 

"While the matter ofzero tolerance is being discussed and a definition is 
dealt with, we want them back in school," he said. " Evenifthere is 
alternative school with credits, it must be on a track towards their being 
're-entered into the schQol process and participating this year in 
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graduation." 

Ryan also agreed with the coalition's contention that the zero-tolerance 
policy is vague. . 

"I told (him) that without question I was going to work with him on zero 
tolerance and was going to do whatever I can to get a definition of what 
zero tolerance means and what penalties go along with zero tolerance," 

. he said. "I think we've all read in the past about some pretty harsh actions 
on young people for things that maybe were just things that young people 
do. . , 

"And we ought to take a second look at that and I agreed to do that with 
Rev. Jackson." . 

Monday began with students learning that Decatur high schools had been 

shut down. District officials hoped to diffuse a confrontation between the 

district and Jackson, who vowed Sunday at a march and rally to return 

the students to school and urged parents and students to tum out in 

protest. . 


Still running on the energy produced from the rally, about 150 people 
gathered at the school Monday morning. 

Jackson thanked those who came and then summoned the expelled 
students who were in a group with parents across 16th Street. 

"The school board has a policy of zero tolerance," Jackson said: "The 
school board is using this policy in a capricious and arbitrary manner. It 
needs to be challenged. 

"This is not about race, about black and white; it's about wrong or right." 

Jackson said the school board does not have a right to punish children 
beyond the law. He pointed out the state's attorney has not filed charges 
against the youths. Each of them has been arrested on a preliminary 
charge of mob action. 

"The board president refers to the fight as mob action and gang activity," 
Jackson said. "There's no evidence of that." 

Jackson accompanied the students as they walked on the sidewalk on the 
east side ofthe street. They stopped at the concrete benches by the' 
marquee in front ofthe high school. 

Jackson led the crowd in singing a rendition of "We Shall Overcome." 

. Police presence was evident on Monday at Eisenhower as well as 
MacArthur and Stephen Decaiur high schools, though no trouble was 
reported. 

White supremacist leader Matt Hale said in a news release Monday night 

that if the school board "caves in" to Jackson's demands, his followers 

would begin distributing literature overnight and would attempt to . 

organize a recruitment campaign in the high schools. 


Leteah Pender, 16, a junior at MacArthur High School, was ghid school 
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was canceled Monday. 

"I wasn'tgoing'to go anyway," she said. "I was going to come here. This 
is bad. Kids need education and keeping out of school will not provide 
themwith an education." 

Pender said she was at the football game Sept. 17 and saw the fight, but it 
wasn't as bad as people say. 

"I didn't see anyone getting hurt," she said. 

Brent Szynkosky, 16, a junior at Eisenhower, had to be told by a school 
administrator that school was canceled~ He showed up in time to attend 
classes and climbed out ofhis truck with books in tow before he was 
told. 

"I don't care about all this," he said. "I want to go to schooL I have things 
to do and this is just stupid. It's stupid on both sides." 

Jackson then urged the crowd to meet at the Keil Building for prayer and 
to provide support. At least 100 people gathered outside the Keil 
Building and sang more songs~ 

Jackson, Ryan and others were greeted at the Keil Building by a group of 
seven MacArthur High School teachers carrying signs in support of the 
school board and its stance against violence. 

Both the governor and Jackson took time to shake the teachers' hands: 

Before he entered the building, Ryan made it clear that he did not cancel 
school on Monday. . 

"But I think it was a good idea," he said. 

permission .. 
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Decatur high ,schools 

closed again 

Jackson steps up criticism 

Associated Press' 
November 9.,}9,99: 

", } , 

Decatur's public high schools were closed for a 

sec0!1d d!lY !oday as the.Rev. Jesse Jackson stepped 

up his cnticism of the CIty school system and an 

attorney for seven expelled students threatened to ' 

file a federal lawsuit. 


Decatur S.chools Superintendent Kenneth Arndt sajd 

he ordered the, three high schools closed for safety 

,reasons after Jackson rejected the school board's 

decision to cut in half the students' two-year , 

expUlsions and threatened another protest march. ' 


"Schools must reclaim and redeem our youth, not 
reject them," Jackson said on CBS-TV's "The Early 
Show~' this morning. He said the school district , 
suspended about 1,700 out of its 10,000 studynts last , 
year, and needed to find alternatives to such harsh 
punishment " 

Arndt com'plai~e~ thaqa<?kson had gone beyond the 
scope ofhi~ ongmal mISSIOn ofgettmg the seven 
students remstated. > ,',' , 

"It seems as thou~ this agenda keeps getting larger 
and larger," he said., . 

Jackson met for 14 hours'Monday with school 

officials and Gov. George Ryan, and an emergency 

school board meeting also tned to resolve the' 

situation. ' . 


, , 

The seven Eisenhower High School students were " 
expelled for a Sept. 17 melee in the bleachers at a 
football game. The students could attend alternative 
school after Ryan waived a state law prohibiting 
that. 

"This permits' the students to receive an education ' 
once they're expelled," Arndt said. "Hopefully they'll 
avail themselves of that opportunity."'", ' 

But Jackson said this morning that 'was not enough , 
, and that he would return with the students whenever 
, school is reopened. ' 

"I think that the real compromise is to bring these 
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. ' 

"I think that the real compromise is to bring these 
youths in with their parents, offer them some ' 
counseling, at least put them on the graquation 
track," he said., ' 

Arndt warned Jackson and his supporters, who 
,preached, prayed and sang with the students in front 
of Eisenhower early Monday, that they would be 
arrested .if they returned today. 

Technically, seven students were going through ' 
expulsion hearings, butone withdrew before he 
could be expelled. The district says he cannot return. 
Jackson has said he wants to reinstate all seven, and 
the boy who withdrew has said he would return if 
allowed. 

The students' attorney, Lewis Myers of Chicago, 
said he planned to file a lawsuit m federal court in , 
Champaign today' alleging the school distriCt had 
violated the pupIls' constitutional rights. 

Jackson said the fracas was a simple fist fight that 
did not merit such a severe punishment;'the school 
board pr~siderit contends it was a "mob action" that 
endangered hundreds. 

"A one-year expulsion for a fist fight where no one 
was injured is too severe a penalty," said Jackson, 
who has attacked the board's "zero-tolerance" policy 
,as ill-defined and a blanket that covers too broad a 
range of indiscretions. "This is not balancing the 
scales ofjustice. The punishment should be 
sufficient for the act.' ' . 

Ryan; who agreed to work with Jackson on a 
statewide reVIew of expulsions, had suggested the 
alternative school option; 

"I happen to think two years is maybe a little too 
severe," Ryan said before the board's decision, while 
acknowledging the board's obligation to the 
community and to keep students safe. 

One of the expelled students on Monday said he 
hoped an apology would be enough to get reinstated. 

"We made a mistake; we never had a chance to 
apologize," said Greg Howell, an Eisenhower senior. 
"They make us look all terrible, and we want to 
apologize and keep it from happening again." 

Several teachers said they support the school board. 

"There comes a point when you have to do what you, 
know is right for other students, which is the 
majority," said Tena Matas, a teacher at MacArthur 
High School. ' . 

While the seven students involved are all black, 
Jackson has said it was not a question cifracism but 
jusfwhether the students were treated fairly. He ' 
accused the school board of overstepping its 
authority by expelling students who had not been 
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authority by expelling students who had not been 

charged with any crime. . 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAMJ. CLINTON 

RADIO ADDRESS ON SCHOOL SAFETY GRANTS 


THE WHITE HOUSE 

. September H~1999 , 


Good morning; Across America; the new school year is underway, as millions of 
children return to class. It is a time of hope and excitement for students, parents, and teachers 
alike. But in many communities, it is also a time of concern -- concern that when our children . , . 

walk through the schoolhouse door, they will not be safe from the threat of violence. 

Now, we know that the vast majority of America's 'schools are safe -- but even one 
incident of school violence is one too many. The tragic school shootings of the past twq years 
were a wake~up call an urgent reminder that to protect ourchildren from violence, we need 
nothing less than a national campaign that draws on all our resources and demands ?11 of our 
commitment -- with all of us taking responsibility. ' 

For more than six years, my administration has worked hard to do our part. We have 
strengthened' and expanded Qur Safe and Drug-free Schools program, which helps school 
districts hire drug counselors and violence mediators, among other things. We enacted a 
national Zero Tolerance policy for guns in school's - helping to expell 6,000 students for 
carrying guns to sc~ool last year alone., And we have fought to keep gut:ls out of the hands of 
children and criminals. 

At the first-ever White House SchoolSafety Conference and, after the tragedy in 
Littleton, a Strategy Session on Youth Violence, w'elaunched new actions - 2,000 more 
school resource officers in our schools ... an anti-violence media campaign you may already" 
have seen on television ... and a new plan to help schools respond to deadly violence. 

These steps have made our schools safer, healthier environments. But when it comes 
to protecting our children from violence, we must do more. 

, .' . . , , , 

We know that the best solutions to the problem of youth violence come when everyone 



at the local level works together - students, parents, teachers, police officers, local judges, and 
counselors. That's why I asked the Departments of Justiee, Education, and Health and Human 
Services to develop the Safe-Schools Healthy-Students initiative, to help communities 
'co-ordinate their efforts to identity troubled young people, prevent them from acting violently, 
and respond when violence does occur. ' 

We received thousands of applications.' Today, I am pleased ~o announce that 54 
communities - the ones that submitted the best plans -- will receive a total of more than $100 
million in Safe Schools grants. These communities will use these funds in a variety of ways 
proven to re~uce youth violence: From hiring more school resource officers, to improving 
mental health services, to modernizing school security systems, to expanding after-school and 
mentoring programs: , Best of all, they engage the entire community to meet the challenge of 
building safer schools. 

I am especially pleased that two of these grants are going to Jonesboro, Arkansas ­
whose plan includes in-home counseling for at-risk families, and Springfield, Oregon - who 
will build on the strong partnership it developed with law enforcement after the tragic shooting 
last year. In the face of unspeakable loss, the people of these towns have pulled together to 
protect their children they are an inspiration for us all. ' 

To help every community in America organize their own anti-violence, we must ensure 
, that our own federal agencies are doing everything they can to help. To that end, I am 
directing Bruce Reed, my domestic policy advisor, to head a new White House Youth 
Violence Council. This council will establish a citizen's information hub to link communities 
and parents to the most effective anti-violence programs. It will co-ordinate national research 
on the problem of youth violence. And it will develop cutting edge solutions that communities 
can use. 

" 

All over America, we are doing our part to fight youth violence. But there are sOme 

things only Congress can do. I have called repeatedly on Congress to pass a common-sense 

juvenile crime bill to prevent youth violence and keep guns out of the wrong hands. For 

months now, I have waited - and the American people have waited - for Congress to act. 

Meanwhile, our children are returning to school in ever-greater numbers. So I say again, it 

should not take another tragedy to make this a priority. It is time for Congress to put politics 

aside and send me a bill that puts our children's safety 'first. Let's,make this school year the 

safest yet. ' 


Thanks for listening. 

Message Sent To: 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 	 The Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy 

The Attorney General 

The Secretary ofHealth and Human Services 

The Secretary ofEducation 

The Secretary ofLabor 

The Director of the Office ofManagement and Budget 


FROM: The President 

Subject: Youth Violence Council 

Violence by youth and against youth is an issue that deeply concerns us all. Youth 

violence can be thought of as a juvenile crime issue, as a mental health issue, and as a school 

safety issue. It affects every region and demographic group. As many recent incidents have 

made us aware, it is a problem that can strike with unexpected force and that now demands 

uncommonly unified responses. 


A number ofFederal programs already address many aspects ofthe youth violence issue. 
, I am proud of the joint efforts ofthe Attorney General, the Secretary ofHealth and Human 
,Services, and the Secretary ofEducation, in developing the Safe SchoolslHealthy Students 
initiative. These agencies also worked well together to help us respond quickly to the Columbine 
High School incident. I have read with interest the report ofthe Attorney General's 
Coordinating Council on Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention. I look forward to the 
report the Surgeon General is preparing on the causes of youth violence, in response to my May 
request. The Secretary of Labor's efforts to address the needs of youth, particularly 
out-of-school, are also about to bear fruit, as high-poverty communities implement our 
new Youth Opportunity Grants, and as the Secretary and Attorney General finalize their 
agreement for cooperative work on those grants and Labor's Youth Offender grant 
program. 

With so many agencies and programs involved, and with the need for this Administration 
to work closely with so many different elements of State and local government, tribes, schools, 
community groups, and families, it has become increasingly clear to me that the Federal 
government needs a more effective ~olicy coordination strategy for youth violence issues. 

Therefore, today I direct my Assistant for Domestic Policy, Bruce Reed, to form a White 
House Council on Youth Violence to provide this policy coordination; to provide flexible and 
timely responses to the challenge ofyouth violence, and to ensure that our ncation's citizens are 
able to benefit from the Federal government's many anti-violence initiatives. 



Structure of the Council 

The Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy will chair the Council. The Director 
.of the Office ofManagement and Budget will be a regular participant.. Four agency heads will be 
the regular program members of the Council: 

The Attorney General, responding to the juvenile crime aspects. 

The Secretary of Health and Human Services, responding both to the public health 
aspects and the family issues; 

The Secretary ofEducation, responding to th~ school safe~y issues .. 

The Secretary of Labor, responding to youth employment and out-of-school youth issues. 

The Chair of the Council may add such other officials as he deems appropriate to further 
the purposes ofthis overall effort or to participate in discussions of specific aspects of it. For 
example, matters relating to public health aspects would involve the Surgeon General. Matters 
relating to firearms control or drug abuse would involve the S ecretary ofTreasury and the . 
Director of Natlonal Drug Control Policy, respectively. Implications for economic development 
policies would call for involvement ofthe Secretary ofHousing and Urban Development,the 
Secretary ofAgriculture, and the Secretary ofCommerce. Comparable p~licies for Indian 
country woul~ engage the Secretary of the Interior. Issues relating to community service 
opportunities for youth would involve the Chief Executive Officer ofthe Corpor'ltion for 
National and Community Service. . 

The Chair, after consultation with Council members, will appoint staff members to 

coordinate efforts of the Council. The Chair may call upon the participating agencies for 

logistical support to the Council, as necessary. 


Duties of the Council 

1. Develop a citizen's information hub. The Council will develop and maintain a coordinated 
inventory of relevan~ agency programs, and provide analyses of their effectiveness. It will make 
this inventory widely available in summary form, and upon request in more detail, through the 
services of a Council member, to elected officials, community groups, police organizations, 
school systems, parents, and.others working on local solutions to these issues. The inventory and 

. 	full texts ofprogram reports and evaluations should-be available on an easily accessible website. 
The availability of this compilation will be widely publicized. 

On August 17, 1999, I announced that a non-profit, non-partisan"National Campaign Against 

Youth Violence" had been established to bring together all segrrientsof society to help prevent 




youth violence. The Council will consult with the National Campaign to learn about its activities. 
and to benefit from what the Campaign learns from communities across the Nation. 

2. Produce reports on youth violence. The Council will write or commission reports on various 
aspects of the problem ofyouth violence, describing, for instance, best practices in combating the 
problem. In addition, the Surgeon General is now carrying out a broad study of the potential 
causes of youth violence. I ask that the Surgeon General consult closely with the Council in the 
development of the study, so that I may have the benefit of participation of all the involved. 
agencies iI1 its analysis and findings. 

3. Expand the Safe SchoolslHealthy Students model of collaboration. This initiative of the 

Departments ofJustice, Educati9n, and Health and Human Services has evolved into a highly 

effective collaboration among the agencies. The Council will oversee this effort and examine 

options for improving its operations and applying the model to other governmental efforts. The 

Secretary ofLabor will begin participation in the initiative through establishing linkages to 

Youth Opportunities and Youth Offender grants. 


4. Provide tools for parents to deal with the issue. Many Federal programs address issues 
relating to strengthening the family and helping parents raise children. The Council will explore 
the possibility ofdevising a cross-program strategy to help parents address' youth violence. It 

. will also report on new tools emerging in both the private and public se'ctors to assist parents. 

5. Coordinate the federal research agenda. Building on some inter-agency work now underway, 
the Council will oversee coordination of agency research agendas and the development of 
needed cross-agency research collaborations. I ask the Council to seek to have this structUl:e in 
place.to guide the planning for and obligation ofFY 2001 research funds, and where feasible, to 
improve the planned use of funds available from prior years. 

6. Develop further policy responses. The Council will. meet at the call otthe Chair, to discuss 
new findings from analyses of the youth violence issue and to consider new or modified 
Administration responses to it,especially those that involve more than one agency. ' 
Recommendations for initiatives will be discussed in the Council for consistency with overall 
coordinated policy, before being presented for formal decision in the budget process. From time 
to time, the Council will report to me directly on the results of its efforts. 

, . 

cc: 	 The Secretary ofHousing and Urban Development 

The Secretary of Agriculture 

The Secretary of the Treasury 

The Secretary of the Interior 

The Director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


Department of Educatioo 
Department of Health and Human Services 
Department of Justice 

THURSDAY, APRIL 1,1999 

CLINTON ADMINISTRATION LAUNCHES $300 MILLION 
. PROGRAM FOR SAFE SCHOOLS 

Safe SchoolsIHealthy Students Initiative to Target Youth with ComprehenSive 
Services to Prevent Violence and Promote Healthy Development .' I..{ . 

. 1flf" J', 
'Washington; DC *~ Grants totaling more. than poo- mHlion will be awarded toJffJ 

communities to provide youth with safe,r leaming environrnEtnts and help them avoid the dangers 

of violenc~, drugs and other destrucdve behaviors. Under the new Safe Schools/Healthy 

Students Initiative, announced today by Attorney General Janet Reno, Secretary ofEducation 

Richard Riley and Surgeon General David Satcher, 1\10, each community will receive up to $3 

. million per year for three years to link existing and new services and activities into a 

comprehensive community~wide approach to violence prevention and healthy child development 

The outline of the Initiative was first announced by President Clinton last October at the ' 

White. House Conference ~:m School Safety. It is based on evidence that a comprehensive, 

integrated community*wide approach is an effective way to promote healthy childhood 

:f''l.lJ- development-and address the problems of school violence and drug abuse, 

(,) }" 'l. 

"Law enforcement alone ,~nnot prevent tragedies like those we witnessed last year'ini b I'- """~\,'" rs­
t~(J-'. . Paducah, Jonesboro and Springfield," said Reno, "But when law enforcement works in 

partnership with our schools and our health professionaJs) and with parents and the whole 

we can prevent violence in all jts forms before it occurs and give our young people 

j • • f'~

'," I-iV "0 
.--\ t\10 +'" 

if f 
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safer, healthier environments in which to leam." , 

"Building safe schools depends on buildlog strong.comm~nities, said Education Secretary 


Richard Riley. "These grants will encourage vital partnerships among 1ichools, families and 


community organizations taking a comprehensive, preventive approach to insure our children's 

. , I 

health, safety and future success." 


This Initiative represents a ground~breatdng partnership among the three Agencies. In 


order to be considered for funding, communities IDllst be working.in partnership at the local level. 


. The comprehensive safe school 'plans submitted for funding must be the product of a formal 


partnership between the school district, law enforcement and the local mental health authority, 

, ' 

created in collaboration with family members, students, juvenile justice officials and relevant 

community-based organizations. To be considered comprehensive~ safe school plans must 

address at least the following six elemerits: (l) a safe school environment, (2) alcohol and other 

drugs and violence prevention and early intervention programs, (3) school and community mental 

health preventative and treatment intervention services, (4) early childhood psycho~social and 

emotional development programs, (5) educational reform, and (6) safe scho01 policies. 

Activities that may be funded as part of this Initiative include, but are not limited to, 

truancy prevention, after school activities, teen courts, alternative education,' purchasing security 

equipment and services, mentonng, programs such as cQnflict resolution, life skills, school-based 

anti~drug curricula. nurse home visitation, family strengthening and staff professional 

development. These activities are designed to promote healthy development. enhance resilience, 

and build on personal strengths, . Additional funds will alSd be available for hiring law enforcement 

officers to. work in schools as part of this Initiative, 

, ' 

"We know that children stand a better chance later in life wilen they start with, an 

http:working.in
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environment that is healthy,. educationally stimulating, free of violence and abuse, free from stress, 


. and free from harmful substances, H said Satcher.· "But far too many children are not getting the 


opportunity for a healthy st~rt in life, We're working to change that." 

The application·process will begin today, and the grants are expected to be awarded by the 

start of the next school year .. Awards will range from upto $3 million per year for urban school 

districts, up to $2 million per year for suburban' school districts, and up to $1 million per year for 

rural school districts and tribal schools, 

In addition to the sixelements listed above, each plan will be required to include the 


following: 


" A demonstration of community need. and an outline ofeXisting avail~ble resources for 

providing services to the target community; 

" Procedures for referral. treatment, and follow-up by the specialty mental health system for 
children and adolescents with serious mental health problems; and 

. Provision of mental health services for all students, including those expelle"d, suspended, or 
not attending school prior to age 16. 

r 
Each successful applicant also will have to implement an evaluation program and agree to 

participate in a national evaluation. 

The first year ofthe initiative will be funded out ofFY1999 appropriations, with $60 

million from the Safe and Drug Free Schools Program ofthe Department ofEducation~ $25 

million from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) ofthe 

Department of Health and Human Services~ and $15 million from the Office of Juvenile Justice 

and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) of the Dep~ment ofJustice. In conjunction with the Safe 

Schools/Healthy Studenls grants, up to $~O million from the Office of Community Oriented 

Policing of the US. Department ofJustice. Additional funding is contingent on future 
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appropriations. 

Applications for the Safe Schools/Healthy Students grants may be obtained on the Internet 


at www.oijdp.nctrs.org, www.SAMHSA.gov. www.edgov/o(fices/OESE/sdts. or from the 


Juvenile Justice Clearinghouse Fax-an-Demand service:(800) 638-8736. 


### 

99-114 

www.edgov/o(fices/OESE/sdts
http:www.SAMHSA.gov
http:www.oijdp.nctrs.org
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Safe SchoolslH~altby Students Initiative 

Although schools are generally safer today than they were jUst a few years ago - and statistics show that 
students are safer sitting in a classroom than walking down a. stroot - there is still much mOTIi; that we can do to 
improve the health and safety of our schools and students. Last Fall, in the wake of tragic 'multiple shootings at a 
number of schools, the President convened the fIrst-ever White House Conference on School Safety • SO that we 
.could share ideas on how to make our schools and communities safer. During the Conference. the President 
issued a call to action. announcing a series of new initiatives to address many of the problems highlighted at the 
Conference. 

An Unprecedented Collaborative Effort. Today, the Departments of Justice, Education, and Health 

and Human Services (the "Agencies") are formally introduci'llg an unprecedented collaborative effort, the Safe 

SehoolslHealth Students Initiative (the ~'Initiative"). The Agencies - through the Initiative - will provide 

schools, students and communities with the tools to develop andimplemlmt eomprchcnsivecommunity-wide 

strategies for creating safe and drug-free schools and for promoting healthy childhood development. 


, . 

Enhanced Comprehell$ive Services. Students, schools and communities will receive enhanced 
comprehensive educational, mt;Iltal heallh., social service, law enforcement, and, as appropriate, juvenile justice 
system services. Activities that may be funded as part of this Irtitiative include, but are not limited to, lruancy 
prevention, teen courts, alternative education, purchasingsccurity equipment and services, after school activities, 
mentoring, programs such as conflict resolution,life skills, school-based anti-drug curricula, nurse home 
visitation, family strengthening and staffprofessional development. These services and activities will allow 
young people to develop the social skills and emotional resilience necessary to avoid drug usc and violent 

. behavior, and will help to create safe, disciplined and drug-free school environments. The Initiative is based on 
evidence that a comprehensive, integrated community-wide approach is an effective way to promote safe schools 
and healthy students. . . 

. A Stteamlined Application Process~ Through a streamlined, single application process, approximately 
50 successful applicants will receive support from the Agencies for up to three years (depending on 
Congressional appropriation of funding in future years) to support a wide variety of developmental. educational 
and public safety services. Successful applicants will be school districts (local education asencies) representing 
community partnerships involving, at a minimum: . 

• the local eduCational agency, 
• the local public mental health authority, 
• the local law enforcement agency, 
• family members, 
• students, and 
• juvenile justice officials. 

A Denttmstrated Plan. Applicants will be asked to demonstrate that theil' comprehensive safe school 
plans include the foIJ,owing elements: Ora safe sChool environment, (2) alcohol, drug and violence prevention· 
and early intervention, (3) school and community mental health preventive and treatment intervention services, 
(4) early childhood psycho-social and emotional development services, (5) educational ret'orm, and (6) safe 

school policies. ' 


Awards. Awards will range fr9m up ~ $3 million per year for urban school districts, up to $2 million 
per year for suburban school districts, and up to $1 million per year for rural school districts and tribal schools. 
The Initiative will be funded out of FY 1999 appropriations, with $60 rillion from the Safe and Drug Free 
SchoolS Program of the Department of Education; $25 million from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration (SAMHSA) of the Department of Health and Human Services; and $15 million from 
the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OlJDP) of the Department of Justlcc,In addition, up 
to $80 million 'are available from the U. S. Department of Justice, Offiee of Community Oriented Policing for the 
hiring of law enforcement officers to work in schools. 
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Safe Schools/Healthy Students Initiative 

Q. 	 Whatis this initiative called? 

A. 	 .This initiative is called the "Interagency Safe SchoolslHealthy Students Initiative." 

Q. 	 What is this initiative intended to do? 

A. 	 The purpose of the Safe SchoolslHealthy Student Initiative is to assist schools and 
\.. 

communities to enhance and implement comprehensive community-wide strategies 
for creating safe.and drug free schools and promoting healthy childhood 
development (without resorting to violence or other destructive behaviors). This 
program wouJd streamline the application process; it will enable eligible applicants 
to apply one time, to one place for funds. 

Q, 	 Why did the three agencies get involved in this effort? 

A. As we began to speak to countless students, teachers, administrators, conununity 
members, State and local elected officials, and parents from around the country (in 

. formal and infonnallistening sessions) it became clear that the most effective way 

. to create safe schools and healthy students was to provide them with a wide range 
of comprehensive services. Services which addressed such issues as: school 
security; early ~hildhood development; alcohol, drug and violence prevention 
prograInming;·alternative'schools; mental health assessment and referral to 
services; and social skills building could not be providcd by anyone agency. If' 
these sezviccs were to be provided to a community/ school district a number of . 
agencies which had legislative authority to engage in these activities needed to be 
brought together. That is what we are doing with this initiative: bringing three 
agencies together to provide conununities and schools with a range of sezvices and 
activities. 

Q. 	 What types ofactivities can applicants engage in? 

A. 	 Eligible activities may include, but are Ifot limited to, programs such as mentonng, 
conflict resolution, after school programs, multisystemic therapy, functional 
family therapy, social skills building, school-based probation, student assistance, 
teen courts, truancy prevention, alternative education, developing information 
sharing systcms, staffprofessional development, hiring additional school resource 
officers, and treatment efforts that involve the juvenile justice 'system and schools. 
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Q. What agencies are involved in this 'initiative? 

A. There are three agencies involved in this initiative, they are: Department of 
. Education (Office of Elementary and Secondary Education/Safe and Drug-Free 
Schools Program); Department ofJustice (Office of Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention and Office of Community Oriented Policing Services), 
and the Department ofHea1th and Human Services (Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services AdminiStration. Other agencies such as the National Institute of 
Mental Health, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. the National 
InStitute ofJustice, and the Office of Education Research Improvement are 

. involved in the research and evaluation aspects ofthis program, 

. Q. How will the agencies manage this initiative? 

A. 'This is a unique initiative an.d as such a rather unique management structure has 
been developed to manage it. A program and polky ~ew body that consists of 
members from ED, Justice, and HHS will befonned. The team, know as the Inter­
Departmental Program Policy Team (lPT), will oversee and direct the program. 
The IPT will have responsibility for: developing the Federal Register Notice and 
application package; for receiving all applications; for conducting a peer review; 
for ensuring the·fiscal integrity of all applications being funded; for making grant 
awards; and for administering the program after awards are made. 

Q. How much funds are available for this initiative and what arc the agencies 
contributing? 

A This Initiative will have approximately $1 SO million to award. ED will make $60 . 
million of Safe and Drug-Free Schools funds available; llliS will make $25 
million of Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration funds 
available; and Justice will make SIS million of Office of Juvenile Justice and 

. Delinquency Prevention funds available. In addition to these funds .the Office of 
Community Oriented Policing Services will m3ke available up to $80 million. 
These latter funds will be used for hiring of law enforcement officers for schools. 

Q. Who are eligible applicants? 

A. Eligible applicants are. for the most part~ Local Education Agencies (LEAs). 
However, LEAs are encouraged to enter into agreements with community groups 
and organizations for the provision of services, such as mental healthscrviccs, tb.a,t 
the LEA does not normally provide. Further, in jurisdictions where the LEA does 
not have authority to hire "sworn law enforcement personnel" the local law . 
enforcement entity would be the applicant for COPS funds. 
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Q. 	 Do applicants have to submit different applications to all ,the agcnci~ involved in 

this initiative? ' 


A. 	 No! Part of the Uniqueness of this initiative is that applicants have to submit only 

one application for funds, regardless of the type of activities being planned, The 

Federal Panners (ED,.Justice, HHS), would niake a decision on what type of 

'funds the applicant would reCeive. . 


Q. When are applications due? 


A Applications are due onJune 1, 1999. 


Q. 	 When do you anticipate making grant awards? 

A. 	 We anticipate making' awards by August 31, 1999. 

Q. 	 Who is going to make decisions reglu'ding which organization should be funded? 

A, 	 The [PT mentioned earlier (Interagency Management Team) will make 

recommendations to the three cabinet heads. The three cabiriet heads will make a 

joint decision regarding funding. 


Q, 	 How long will successful applicants receive support? 

A. 	 . Successful applicants will receive support for three years (Contingent' upon 

appropriations). The IPT will make a detennination as to whether there will be an 

initial grant award with continuations, ~ne grant award for the three years; or 

some combination thereof. 


Q, 	 How large will the awards be for? 

A. 	 Awards will range from up to $3 million (pet' year) for large urban school 

districts, to up to $1 million for rural school districts. Suburban school districts 

will be eligible to receive up to $2 million. These figures are the maximum 

amount available to grantees, smallei amounts will be available to those districts 


. that do not need or cannot justify these amounts. 

Q. 	 How many grants will be awarded? 

A. 	 Approximately 50 grants will be awarded. The IPT Team will strive to ensure a 

balance between urban school districts. suburban school districts, and rural school 

districts. 
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Q_ Will grants be awarded strictly on the merits of a review Or will other factors be 
examined? 

A. In addition to review criteria cited in the application packet, the IPT will examine 
the geographical distribution of awards and will endeavor to ensure that each area 
of the country is provided with a grant. Further> we will endeavor to ensure that a 
grant award is made from each of the four categories: urban, suburban, rural, . 
tribal . 

.Q. .Will applicants be required to provide services to all students and all schools in 
their district? 

A. No. TIris initiative is not designed to ensure that every student has "some" 
selVices or programs. it is designed to ensure that students in a targeted area have 
a wide range of "comprehensive" services. Large districts are encouraged to 
target grant funds to one or more areas, sections, catchment areas. etc. within their 
overall district. In reviewing applications we will be looking for districts that 
are able to provide all students within a particular area with a set of 
comprehensive services and activities designed to ensure that they develop the 
skills and emotional resilience necessary to avoid drug use and violent behavior 
and that the schools they attend are safe, disciplined and drug free. The number of 
students reached as well as the quality of the approach/strategy used will be 
examined as part of the review prOcess. Smaller districts will be required to 
develop and implement a Safe SchoolslHealthy Students Strategy for their district . 

. Q. .What criteria will be used to review applications? 

A. A two tiered process will be used to review all applications. 'Tier one criteria wili 
be used to assess an applicant's eligibility. Schools that ~l to meet ANY Tier 
One criteria will be deemed ineligible for participation in this program. Tier Two 
criteria will be used to measure the strength, viability, comprehensiveness, and 
likelihood of success of the proposed program for which funding is requested. 

Q. Can you prqyide an example ofeligibility criteria? 
\ 

A. In order to be eligible for consideration to receive an award an applicant must: 
demonstrate evidence of a comprehensive community wide strategy that at a 
minimum consists of six general topics areas: (I) School Safety, (2) drug and 
violence prevention and early intervention prograins, (3) school and community 
mental health prevention and intervention services, (4) early' childhood 
psychosocial and emotional development programs, (5) educational reform, and 
(6) s~fe school policies. . . 

Q. Isn't this social work disguised as law enforcement? 

A. The essence of a comprehensive school safety plan is that it combines 
accoun~bility with prevention and earty intervention. It considers the security of 
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the physical plant as well as the mental health and well being ofthe students. And 
let's all be clear: prevention is not social work. And ifyoudon't believe me, you 
need only look at what's going on out in the field: mayors and police chiefs 
across the country are working with Community pannerships on a broad range of 
prevention activities, and they've been clamoring for more support from the 
federal government for their efforts. This is a significant step in helping them. 

Q. 	 Are you forcing communities to adopt this partnership/social work model to get 
needed funds? 

A. 	 One of the beauties of this initiative is that the comprehensive school safety plans 
will be developed entirely by the local communities and tailored directly to the 
particular needs ofthe local communities. Communities across the country are 
out there ahead of us in understanding that you can't take this issue on piecemeal, 
that you have to have a comprehensive approach. We are responding to what 
communities are doing themselves by fashioning this one8 stop approach so that 

.. 	they don't have to go hunting all over the government to fuiId the various 
individual aspects of their program. The application merely sets forth guidelines 
for what we would consider to be Comprehensive. 

. 	 . 
Q. 	 Aren't the school districts most likely to ne«t the money, the least likely to ,be able 

to be develop a solid proposal? What type ofhelp are you offering these districts? 

A. 	 Decisions on funding will, in part, be determined by need. The issue is not how 
fancy an application looks, but whether a community has truly developed 
partnerships and approached school safety comprehensively. We will make 
technical assistance available to applicants and the Department ofAgriculture has 
generously offered to provide technical assistance to applicants which arc rural 
enterprise zones. Having said all that, we have to be mindful that the funds are 
limited and at this point, only 50 communities will be able to participate in the 
program. My hope is that if we are successful in the first 50 communities, 
Congress will agree to expand the program in future years. 

Q. 	 What criteria are you placing on the types of school districts eligible? . 

A 	 Applicants must provide documentation ofthe community need. This information 
must include statistics relating to risk factors among students, such as drug use, 
truancy. suspensions and cxpulsions, incidents ofserious and violent crime, and 
referrals to juvenile justice and mental health services. A school district that 
cannot demonstrate ne«t is not eligible for funding under this initiative. 

Q. 	 What can $3 million do in it large school district? 

A. 	 In circumstances where it is not feasible or appropriate to implement a 
comprehensive strategy for an entire school district, an applicant can designate a . 
smalJer catchment area with the district with an appropriate rationale. (A 
catchment area is a high school and its feeder middle and elementary schools.) 

Q. 	 What will happen when funding ends? 
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A. 	 When applying for funding, applicants must address the pOtential of contmticcf' '~.?, ) '" 

project support once Federal funding ends. However. it is our hope that through 
this initiative, communities will begin to think differently about violence and 
approach prevention in a more comprehensive manner. 

• .1'"' • ..; 

~...' ... .. ,.~. .." 
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Application #24 
Jonesboro Public Schools LEA 

J
~ ;,)(Rivendell Behavioral Health Services 
'r ' ..\'Onesboro Police Department . 

,~~ ~ Jonesboro, Arkalisas . 

. . 1W~ak ScboolslHealtby Students InIt!ati ••" 

Located in th~land of the United States, Jonesboro, Arkansas, is an example of an 

"all-Americ city t at faces ~scalating social risk factors. In March 1998, two middle school -; 

students shot n rous people, killing fo,ur students and a teacher. This random violence sent the ~r . 

schools and surrounding areas into shock, grief, and fear. with few options for dealing with th~ /' • ' 

issues. In addition, crime rates for juveniles (alcohol and other drugs, physical force~ and .............. 

weapoils) have increased 41 % since 1990. The LEA serVes 20,460 young people under the age of 

18 in Craighead County. which includes four school districts: JonesbOro, Westside, Nettleton. and 

Valley View. While the county has been a primarily homogeneous group, 21 % of the young . 

people now in the Jonesboro School District are minority students, primarily African American. 

Annually. approximately 5,500 families receive food stamps. and. 1.750 receive assistance from 

AFDC. Thirty-five percent of the children in Craighead County Schools participate in the free and 

reduced lunch program. with several schools qualifying as many as 80% of their students. 


The partners of this initiative have designed the components to work in conjunction with existing 

alcohol and drug programs, human services programs, and early childhood programs such as 


. Head Start and the United Way of Jonesboro. 

Presently, there are gaps in serVices:in Craighead County, most notably in the area of afterschool 

programs and social skills/academic readiness programs. The Safe Schools Initiative will serve to 

fill these gaps and centralize services to all of the area's youth and their families. Every child will 

have the maximum opportunities available to learn by reducing or eliminating obstacles in the 

educational environment and culture. School staff will receive age-appropriate and. gender-specific 

training, and develop and implement "best pr.actices" strategies. Kindergarten through 12th grade 

curricula will enhance alcohol and other drug education, anger management. and other 

appropriate social skills development. Alternative therapeutic settings will be established to 

continue the education of students who are temporarily suspended. The Safe Schools Initiative 

will also provide summer in-home services for at-risk children and families, as well as education 

and daycare for children of teenage mothers. Expanded school~based mental health services will 

be available (0 all families through the partnerships that have been developed. School reform will 

include the development and implementation of policies and procedures. The physical safety of 

the buildings will be improved by adding fencing, lighting, and security equipment. 


The evaluation plan includes the Biometric Identification Scanning and Student Database system 

to allow the school districts to easily track and an.al~ key indicators of students' behavior and 

performance. 
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Application #413 

Houston, TX 

Safe SchooWHealtby Student') Initiative 

TheIDSD is the largest school di<;trict in Texas, made up of l wo contiguous school feeder 
,patterns serving 212,000 students. HISD includes students from 90 countries, of whom S3 % are 

.. Hispanic, 34% are African American, 11% are Caucasian., and 2% are Asian American. There are 
59,000 limited-English-proficient students. a population larger than 90% of all school districts in 
the nation. The district is burdened by poverty, juvenile crime, violent behavior, delinquency, 
truancy, alcohol and drug use, and olher adverse social condition.<;. Student involvement with 
alcohol and drugs is over-represented,at every gradc level. Evcn ~t the elementary school level. 
rates ofmarijuana use doubled from 2% in 1996 to 4% in 1998. The school district is also has 
high rates of school violence and victimization, suspensions, drop-out, truancy, and expulsions. 

A broad spectrum of community mental health and social semce organizations provide services 
through partnerships with the school district to the target feederpattcrns. These organizations 
include child protective services, community youth services program, mental health service-s 
administration, conununity anti-drug coalitions, and a gang violence reduction team. 

. The SSIHS will hire infant mental health specialist to provide school- and home-based services to 
preschool children. HISD currently implements a variety ofhigh-quality programs and services 
designed to decrease the incidence ofalcohol and other drug use and violence. The SSfHS will 
expand the needs assessment and focus groups to provide a basis for future progI'am 
development. implement a multi-family relationship-building program; and establish afieN,chool 
programs to address this critical program element. An existing comprchensive dropout­
prevention program will be expanded to serve 13 additional elementary schools, employ additional 
clinical social workers and counselors. and offer case management and coordination services. A 
clear code of student conduct outlines the rights and responsibilities for all slaf:f, students, and 
parents. Despite this policy, however, significant discrepancies remain. The SS/HS will establish 
. programs to reintegrate students from the juvenile justice system and to manage information and 
analyze data on violent and non-<::riminal incidents. In termq ofeducational and school reform, a 
c1a.~sroom-ba.i)ed social skills curricula and conflict resolution approach'are recommended. School 
security measures will be intensified and amplified, including the installation of metal detectors 
and surveillance camera.~ at an school facilities, assignment of probation officers to the high 
schools, and implementation of several existing comprehensive community based strategies that 
provide long-term systematic approaches to reduce violence and crime in and SurrOUIlding the 
school.' . 

The evaluation study will be carried out by a team of investigators from the Center for Health 
Promotion Research and Develop of the University ofTexas at Houston Health Science Center's 
School of Public Health. 
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Application #368 

Baltimore City Public School System 


Bal1imore Mental Health Systems, Inc. 

Baltimore City Police Department 


Baltimore, Maryland 


Baltimore's Safe ScboolsIHealthy Students Initiative 

Baltimore is the nation's thirteenth largest city with a population of 645,943. In this urban area, 
21.3 percent of all persollS live in poverty. while 56 percent of single female-beaded households 
with children under the age of five live in poverty. This year. Baltimore City Public School System 
will serve 105,379 students: 4,041 in pre-kindergarten, 51,185 in grades K-5, 23,595 ill grades 
6-8, and 26,558 in grades'9-12. Of these students, 67.9% qualifY for free/reduced meals. 
Baltimo~'s youth are at risk for experiencing violence, substance abuse, and/or ~ntal health 
prQgr'.uIlS. Homicide is the leading cause ofdeath for adolescents with a violent death rate of 
146.6 per 100,000 youth, and the juvenile arrest rate is three times thc national average at 685.3 
per 100.000 youth. The special education rate for the district is 38% higher than for the rest of the. 
srate, and only 36 per cent of high school studen~s graduate on time. Based on almost every 
indicator ofneed, children in Baltimore are at high risk for experienciag violence, substance 

~~dJor mental health problems. !he schoo~ for n:itial implementation wer<:' selected.. 
With aliiStory of successful collaboration. the project will be overseen by a Steenng ComlU1ttee 
including agency heads of all participating agencies, as well as parent representation. The Chief 
Academic Officer of Baltimore Public School System and a professor from Johns Hopkins 
University will co-chair the comm1ttee~ 

Through a city-wide process, (he school w.stric[ will work towards the gOa~hat: children enter 
school ready to succeed; children and young adults receive an effective education; children live in 
nurturing families. children live in safe conununities~ and families become self-reliant. On the basis 
of need and community risk factors, two middle schools and lheir feeder elementary school.. have 
been. selected to receive comprehensive services, as well as the two neighboring high schools. The 
efforts. which have been crafted to complemenllhe various models already in place, will be 
expanded in the project's subsequent years .. The initiative will ensure tbat pregnant youth and 
young mothers .in the targct schools are linked with home visiting and clinic-based programs, 
including access to nurses. Effective practices for improving academic performance arid school 
climate will receive increased focus. Prevention efforts, especially in middle schools will be 
expanded and strengthened. Increased attention 'will be given to children of substance abusing 
parents. Plans ruso include the substantial increase in after.:.school, sllIllIller school, and fanilly 
support programs. Menial Health Systemc; and the Public School System will jointly oversee an, 
extensive program of school-based mental health services, and "wraparound" services will be 
developed that recognize that children live in the embedded contexts of family, school, arid 
community. Neighborhood parent liaisons will facilitate linkage with and support to parents, while 
an e.nergized program of community policing will increase law enforcement involvement in 
schools and surrounding areas. 

Johns Hopkins University P:revention Research Center has collaborated with the school district for 
more than IS years. They will conduct the evaluation process which focuses on the 
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Application #315 

Wyoming Indian Schools: Indian Health Service 


.Tribal Law Enforcement Agency , 

Wind River Indian Reservation, Ethete, WY 


Wyoming Indian Schools Safe Schook Healthy Stndeut Initiative 

The Wyoming Indian Schools (WIS) is a small K-12 school district comprised of three separate 
facilities (one elementary. one junior high. and one high school) on the Wind Rivet Indian 
Reservation in West Central Wyoming. This is the nation's second largest reservatio~ home to 
approximately 4.000 Northern Arapaho and 2.000 Eastern Shoshone. The 750 s[udents in the. 
WIS tlistrict are in dire need ofservice~ and bear a disproportionate social and personal burden 
associated with violence and substance abuse. This includes a high prevalence of drug use and 
arrest rates, and excessive rates of suic' • nne .' venile delinquency, and accident~u death. 
Although early intervention progra exist on tbe rese tion. they do not adequately meet the 
needs of the youth. For example. inl 98,only 28 of 'eschool children who qualified for special 
services coul.d be accommo~ted. The' ervice is thc only non-reservation provider 
of mental health services; the existing mental health provider can only serve 40% of children and 

•families in need. These pfoblems. coupled with a sharp rise in antisocial behavior. violence, 
limited English proficiency. a high drop-out rate, child abuse and negligence, and extreme povelty 
underscore the need for additiomuresources for the studenl~ on the Wind River Indian 
Reservation. 

Program partners include the Wyoming Indian Schools, the Indian Health Service. and the Wind 
Rivcr Office of Law Enforcement Services, Thc schoo] system has worked with a rrulge of 
organizatio~ and agencies to provide the necessary services to fill widening gap between need 
and services ..This includes thi Bureau of Indian Affairs Social Services, the Shoshone and 
Arapaho mbal courts, the Parent Information Center, and the Child and Youth Advocacy Center. 

The program will use the services of health care educators, practitioners, social workers, 
counselors, psychologh;ts. grandparents advisors, and 5chool.resource officers who will work as a 
team out of thc Intergenerational Family Resource Center to provide prevention and intervention 
programs focusing on the mental and emotional health of the preschool papulation. Alcohol 
drug. and violence prevention and early intervention programs will target individual students and 
hislher peer group. These programs wffi aim toward ameliorating gangs and violence, and 
incorporate an anti-violence and drug curriculum throughout the school and community. The 
Intergenerational Family Resource Help Center will coordinate the provision of mental health 
services that are currently going unmet in the community. A school resource officer will forge. 
the needed link between tnballaw enforcement and the scbool This officer will work with social 
workers, mentors, psychologists, educators, counselors, and scbool and other law enforcement 
personnel to enhance school safety. Ancducation and intervention component is designed to 
build mutual respect between law enforcement and students. School reform will be part. of a 
comprebensive effort to improve teaehing and bring about rigorous academic standards, high, 
teacher expectations, and success in the meeting ofperformance standards and accreditation .. 

The WIS, in cooperation staff at the Montana State University have developed an evaluation plan 
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Application #369 "J) '. Denver Public Schools , Menbl Health Corporation ofDen'Ver 

'~ , Denver Police Department ' . , 

, ' " Denver, Colorado ' ' 


"De "er Community ParU>enhip ror Safe SclJooIs nod H.,.,rtby Students" 

The Denver Public chooJs is an urban school district serving 69.000 children of many cultures 
and ethnicities who t gether speak 81 languages in 81 elementary, 18 mjddle, 12 high, and 9 
alternative schools. . ost halfof the students are Hispanic, 24.4% non.-Hispanic white, 21 '70 
African American, 3.4 ··Asian, and 1.4% American Indian. The enrollment by age is 37.712 
elementary, 13,976 mid ~ school, 16,281 high school students. Over 27% of children live in 
poverty and 40% of the mentary schools have mobility rates over 100%, meaning that the 
number ofchildren who e r and leave witlrln a year more than equals the total school 
enrollinent. Almost 35% 0 freshmen fail to graduate. School fi.mding for psychologists. social 
workers, and other family support has decreased over the last few years despite a 21 % growth in 
the population. The Denver Police reports that approximately 3 in every 10 youth aged 10-1.7 has 
been arrested. . ... ---LCo~~~;; tooV 

The three convening partners of this effort will be joined by representatives from the Mayor's 
Office, other juvenile justice agencies, social services. child welfare, early childhood education 
representa"tives, commuIiity-based orgaD.izatlons, youth and parent representatives. These 
representatives will serve on a Coorrunating Council to implement and oversee the progni.m. 

The Denver Community Partnership intends to make schools safer through training early 
childhood providers on early identification of risk factors and implementation of a school-bas~ 
violence prevention curriculum to reach 5,000 young children. A home visitatiOn/parent 
education program will be provided for 150 teen mothers during the prenatal period continuing 
through age 3. An additional 350 children ages 0-8 and their families will receive support services 
through Head Start and Child Care Centers. The early childhood team will also provide case 
management services and early behavioral intervention to ISO infants as they enter the foster care 
system. These early interventions are designed to change the negative outcomes for many of 
these foster children by focusing on bonding and attachment issues. Children will also be'linked 
to services through the Community/Schools Assistance Teams, and individualized plans will be 
developed for truant students t6 help them reintegrate into school. After-school progranuning 
wi]] be expanded at six middle schools that will also serve as Neighborhood Centers. RecogniZing 
the irriportance of a visible security presence to make its students feel safer, uniformed police 
officers and additional school security officers will be added. Schools will also be outfitted with 
security equipment if the need is identified.' The combination of strategies will ultimately benefit 
all 69.000 children in the Denvef Public Schools, and an additional 2.000 children who are in early' 
ehildhood programs at an avet-age co~t of $42 per child. 

A multi-fdceted evaluation plan will bring together the considerable expertise ofPannership 
members assigned to evaluate specific projects and collect community indicator and service data. 
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Application 11176 

New Haven Board of Education 


Coimecticut State Department of ChUdren and Families 

New Haven Department of Police Services 


New Haven, Connecticut 


"New Haven Safe SchoolslHealthy Students Initiative" 

New Haven is home to 130,474 residents, of whom 49% are CaQ,cac;ian., 35% African-Americans 
and 13.2% Hispanic. New Haven~s poverty rate is three times that of the statewide Tate and 
single mothers account for one-third of families. The New Haven Public School system serves 
19,385 students grades K-12. The district has 26 elementary sohool~, 7 middle schools, 7 
transitional centers. and 7 high schoo1s (including 5 alternative high schools). The percentage of 
4th, 6th, and 8th grade studcnt~ who met the Connecticut Mastery Test goal for reading, 'writing aiId 
mathematic~ is: 9.2%, 5.6% and 6.1% respectively~ The annual drop-out rate for grades 9-12 is ' 
9.7% as compared to 3.9% statewide. Rates for juvenile crime are big~ with 2,055 per 100,000 
youth being arrested in 1995. This figure is 306% higher than the State average. While the city 
does have some after school programs and mental health services to address these problemQ, they 
are limited In number and cannot meet the need for service..~. (Note: over 45 allied agencies were 
listed) '/ 

I ' 

The New Haven initiative is an expansion of a CUII'ent part ~rsbip with the Department of Police 
Services, Juvenlle Probation Office, and the Yale Child S dyCenter. A District Student Support 
Team consisting of these partner members and other a1 ed agencies will coordinate service 
delivery, monitor efficiency of services, and establis cross-agency procedures for referral and 
points of entty. '~ q.' ' 

The goal of the New Haven initiative is to create an infrastructure of collaboration and expand 
cunent efforts to improve ~chool safety and child well-being. Early childhood need,s of families 
will be addreSsed through the addition of a Family Resource Center, two additional Children and 
Parents Succeeding sites, and home-based mental health and case mailagement services. Parent 
leadership training and an Early Childhood'Resource Van will supplement these efforts. To 
improve the school climate and reduce/prevent alcohol. drug and violence, a social development 
curriculum will be updated and on-going teacher training provided. The school will provide 
outreach coordinators to link. students and families to services. At least 150 students will be 
paired with adult mentors. These mentors and other staff will also assist students.mald.ng 
transitions from alternative placements back to regular-education settings. All schools will have 
either a pan-time or full-time mental health clinician and all'K-5 students will be screened by 
tramed teachers for problem behaviors requiring further intervention. A School Safety Policy 
Work Group will convene to review current policies and revise them a.c; warranted. Law 
enforcement will playa major role in reducing rruancy through enforcement and home visits. A 
police nth1etic league will be also expanded to provide youth with prosocial adult role models. 

A three-part evaluation strategy will be utilized to obtain baseline data, to document the extent 
and quality of the plan's implementation. and to look at specific outcomes. Three research 
agencies will be responsible for coordinating the evaluation plan. ' 

http:students.mald.ng
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AppUcatia:m # 180 

Portland l:tublic Schools, District 1 

Multnomah Comity Community and Family Ser~ices 


Multnumah County Juvenile and Adult Community Justice 

Portland, Oregon 


"The Portlan4 Partnership Plan" 

Portland Public Schools, the largest district in the Pacific Northwest, serves 55,831 students from 
inner-city., suburban.. and rural conununities. in 90 elementary, middle, and high schools; 11 
special fdells md alternative schooLI:\; and 24 support facilities. Minority students comprise 35% 
of the enrollment and 38% qualify for federal free orreduced~price meal'! program This area is 
home to Oregon's largest concentration of African-American families, with a significant influx of 
students from Latin America, southeast Asia, and the former Soviet Union. Over 60 different 
languages are spoken in the district; and students whose home language is other than English 
represent 8% of the enrollment. 

A sampling of the organizations actively involved in this initiative include: Portland Police Bureauf 
Multnomah County Children's Mental Health Partnership; the MultnoI.nah County Behavioral 

.. Health Division AdvisOry Council; CbUd and Adolescent Mental Health and Substance Abuse; 
. SuperSAC, (he school district superintendent's student advisory council; therPortland Public 
Schools Board ofEducation; and the Portland Public Schools Studen1 Services Advisory. 
Committee and the Regional Drug Initiative. 

The Portland Partnership Plan will ensure that all students attending Portland Public Schools can 
learn in a safe, healthy, disciplined, and drug-frec environment. Early childhood psychological 
and emotional development programs will be provided by building the capacity of the child care 
provider system to address the needs of young children with significant problems related to their 
psychosocial development. and to increase the availability ofmental health services promoting 
healthy early childhood development from birth through age five. Alcohol and other drug and 
violence prevention and early intcrvcntion will be undertaken by partnering with city. county~ and 
community agencies. families, and studentsm grades K-lO to build youth assets and to address 
problems that contnbute to drug use and violence. Safe school policies will link: policies and 
practices used to respond to attendance and disciplinary violations with services and supports. 
necessary to improve student behavior and increase school safety. Educational reform will 
integrate student health and school safety programs and activities into district and local school 
improvement pl$l1s for improving sludent performance. Finally. school safety specialists will be 
assigned to the school police department. . 

The evaluation plan will be a collaborative effort between the PortJand Public Schools Research, 
Evaluation, and Assessment Department and external evaluation contractors in the Multnomah 
COllllty Prografn Design and Evaluation Services and Department of Support Services, Budget 
and Quality Assurance Office. 
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Application #289 . 
School District of Pittsburgh 


Allegheny 'County Department of Human Services 

The City ofPitt~burgh Police Ru..-eiw 


Pittsburgb, Pennsylvania 


"The Pittsburgh Safe ScboolslHealtby Students Initiative" 

The large urban School District of Pittsburgh enrolls nearly 40,000 students in 56 elementru:y 
schools, 18 middJe sch90ls, 11 high schools. 2 alternative schools, 5 special schonls, and 1 adult 
education center. The student popularion is 56% African American, 42% non-Hispanic white, 1 % 
Asian, 0.4% Hispanic, and 0.1 % American Indian. Sixty-four perCent of studcnts receive free or 
reduced-price llUlch and 32% of families receive public assistance. Other problems faced by 
students include drug activity, crime, and presence of gangs, deteriorating housing, and lack of 
developmental suppons, such as proper nouri<:lunent. Nine of the 93 PPS will receive intensive 
support services and the others will receive skill-based training ~n tools for screening for mental 
health. violence prevention/intervention and alcohol/other drug use/abuse. 

The School District ofPittsburgh has established a solid collaborative relationship with numerous 
social service a.gencies that ru.-e actively involved in [his initiative. A sampling of these agencies 
include Allegheny County Children and Youth Services; the Center for Victims ofViQlent Crimes; 
the Urban League of Pittsburgh; the National Council of Urban Peace and Justice: Urban Youth 
Action, the Allegheny County Department ofHuman Services, Office of Juvenile Court 
Ad.ministrators; and the Department ofPublic Safety-BW'eau ofPolicc.. 

Activities funded by this proposal will address the challenges faced byPittsburgh Public Schools 
(PPS) in accurately identifying children at risk of violence and negative mental health outcomes 


, and.in connect:fug these children with appropriate resources .. The early childhood program will 

provide training to parents and develop a parent suppon network. It also will provide pre!\chnnl 


. chjldren with readiness deficiencies additional support to supplei:nent home aud preschool 
experiences. Alcohol and other drugs and violence prevention activities will include educating 
parents by conducting regionally sponsored workshops and seminars at school<il and in, 
communities. These workshops will explain early warning signs and bow to seek help for violent 
behavior and 'alcohol and other drug use. School and cOlmnunity mental health services will 
include training to school staff on how to conduct and/or access screening and assessment 
services by increasing the availability of behavior health professionals. Additional services will . 
include hiring and training three Parent Support Specialists wbo will be housed in the PPS's three 
regions. Training to school staff will address holding students accountable for beb,avior. strategies 
for effective intervention and discipline and safely assessing potentially violent situations. School 
staff will also receive a new listing of mental healthlalcohoVdrug and violence services. The school 
will review, complcte and conduct semi-annual reviews of lheir new Safe School Plans .. 

The program evaluation will include formative and process evaluations, program monitoring, and 
an outcome evaluation. The evaluation wil1 be conducted by.the Center for Violence and Injury 
Control, Allegheny-Singer Research Institute. 
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Jonesboro 

Show Low 

Pinon 

Los Angeles 

Riverside· 

San Luis Obispo 

San Francisco 

Denver 

New Havl:U 

Waterbury . 
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ALASKA 

Dclta/GccclySchool District 
Contact: Laura! Jackson (907) 895-4657 

ARKANSAS 

Jonesboro Public Schools 
Contact: Dr. Jackie McBride (870) 933·5800 

. AlUZONA. 

Northern Arizona Academy 
Contact: Scott McKee (520) 537·4060 

Pinon Unified School District #4 
Contact: Mary Robertson·Begay (520) 725~34S0 

CALIFORNIA 

Los Angeles Unified School Pistrl.Ct 
Contact: Marta L. Bin:(213) 625-5110 

Riverside Unified School District 
Contact: Susan J. Rainey (909) 788-7130 

San Luis Obl5pO County Office ofEduC3Iion 
Contact; Jayma Newland (805) 782-7271 

City and Cty ofS.F'. Unified School Dist. 
Contact: TrishBascom (415) 749-3400 

COLORADO 

School District #1, city and County ofDenver 
Contact: John L<=slie (303) 764·3433 

CONNECTICUT 

New Haven City School District 
Contact: Ms. Dee Speese-Linehan 
(203) 946-7443 

Waterbury Depamnent ofEducation 
Diane T. Summa (203) S14~83S4 

19J002 

$ 930,047.43 

2.786,926.35 

433,089.84 

801>232:20 

2,790,000.93 

2,42.2,180.35 

635,460.63 

2,788,878.42 

2,789,999.07 

2,789)997.21 

2~537.140.44 

http:2~537.140.44
http:2,789)997.21
http:2,789,999.07
http:2,788,878.42
http:635,460.63
http:2,42.2,180.35
http:2,790,000.93
http:433,089.84
http:2.786,926.35
http:930,047.43
http:Pistrl.Ct
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DELAWARE 

Newark Christina School District 1,373,536.53 
Thomas Downs (302) 454-2000 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Washington, D;C. Maya Angelou Public Charter School 2,641,146.06 . 
, Bve Brooks (202) 488~3990 

FLORIDA 

Fort Myers The School District ofLee COlJIlty . ~728,211.73 
Doug Whittaker (941) 337·8307 

Largo Pinellas County Schools . 2484171.36 
Charl(:s D. Eu.banks (727) 588-6299 

GEORGIA 

Baxley AppHng County Board ofEducation 781,572.0q 
Contact: Sheila,Tillman (912) 367-8600 

HAWAII 

, 
Mililani Hawaii State Department ofEducation 1,859,973.03 

Contact: Aileen S. Hokama (808) 627-7478 

ll.LINOIS 

Cicero I.S. Morton H.S. Dist. 201 1,805.640.57 
Contact: R.W. Giles (708) 222-5784 

IOWA 

Des Moines Des Moines Ind. Commty. School Dist. 2.443,622.43 
Contact: Dawn E. :Francis (515) 242-8147 

KANSAS 

Hays Hays Unified School District #489 840,937.62 
Contact: Mark Hauptman (185) 623-2400 

http:840,937.62
http:2.443,622.43
http:1,805.640.57
http:1,859,973.03
http:781,572.0q
http:2484171.36
http:728,211.73
http:2,641,146.06
http:1,373,536.53
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KENTUCl\.-Y 

Jefferson Cou:o:ry . Jefferson County Public Schools . 
Contact: Pam Carter (502) 485-3260 

MAINE 

Washington Washington County Consortium for 
Schoollmprovement . 
Contact: Nanc:yMeIhorn (207) 255-1219 

l\lARYLAND 

Baltimore Baltinlore City Public Schonl System 
Contact: Phil Leat: (410) 955-3962 

MASSACHUCETTS 

Springfield . Springfield Public Schools 
Contact:Willialll R. Thayel' (413) 750-2302 

MICmGAN 

Lansing Lansing School District 
Contact: Suzanne Brook (517) 325-6183 

MINNESOTA 

Fertile Fettile..;Be1trama School ISP #S99 
Contact: Dan WUson(2lS) 281-3940 

MISSOUlU 

St. Louis St. Louis Public Schools 
Contact: Linda Rieke:s (314) 345-2465 

MONTANA 

Missoula· Missoula County Public Schools 
Contact: Larry Johnson (406) 728-2400 xlO25 

NEWMEXICQ· 

Gallup Gallup-McKinley County Schools . 
Contact; Rebert Gomez, (505) 722-7711 

@004 
@004 

2774001.21 


929292.27 

2641203.72 

2728606,98 

2,1Sl,448.71. 

930,001.86 

1,5)9,390.29 

800,470.53 

857329.80 


http:857329.80
http:800,470.53
http:1,5)9,390.29
http:930,001.86
http:2,1Sl,448.71
http:2641203.72
http:929292.27
http:2774001.21
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Auburn 

Westbury 

Yonkers 

Raldgh 

Winston-Salem 

Cleveland 

Columbus 

Idabel 

Portland 

RedmoJld 

Springfield 
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NEW YORK 


Auburn Enlarged School District 

Contact: Philip Uninsky (518) 434-6348 


Board ofCooperative Educational SeIVices of 

Nassau County 

Contact: Laura Lustbader (516) 826-8435 


Yonkers City Schools 

Contact~ Gladys Pack (914) 376.8213 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Wake County Public School Sy8tem 

Contact: Ron Anderson (919) 850-1650 


Winston-SalemIForsytb. County Schools 

Contact:. Donald Martin. Jr. (336) 727-2292 


OHIO 


Cleveland Municipal School District 

Contact: James Wingo (216) 574-8587 


Columbus City School District 

Contac::t: MaunC;f; Blak:f; (614)' 365:.5737 

OKLAHOMA 

Idabel Public Schools 
Contact: Jane Wooten (580) 286·1639 

OREGON 

School District No. 1 

Contact: R. Patrick Burlc (50~) 916-3220 


Crook Deschutes Education Service District 

Contact: Kathy Emerson (541) 923-8900 


Springfield School District 

Contact; Janon Kent (541) 726-3200 


~005 

~005 

1852283.79 

576977.58 

1833659.61 

2751039.51 

1218889.62 

2790000.00 

2641948.65 

651312.48 

2747999.34 

92S2S2.S3 

2779204.56 

http:2779204.56
http:92S2S2.S3
http:2747999.34
http:651312.48
http:2641948.65
http:2790000.00
http:1218889.62
http:2751039.51
http:1833659.61
http:576977.58
http:1852283.79
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Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 

Newport 

. Anderson 

Tazewell 

Georgetown 

Houston 

Davis County 

Norfolk. 

Bremerton 
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PENNSYLVANIA 

School District ofPhiladclphia 
Contact: Gary Ledebur (215) 299-1461 


, 
School District ofPittsburgh 
Contact: Andrew King (412) 665-4960 


RHODE ISLAN:D 


Newport Public Schools 

Contact: Mary Canole (401) 847-2100 x 213 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Anderson School District Five 

Contact: Van Roe (864) 260-5021 


TENNESSEE 


Cli..nch-Powell Educational Coopera:ti.ve 

Contact: Dwight Snodgrass (423) 626-4677 


TEXAS 

Georgetown Independent School. Pistrict 

Contact: 1im Gunn (512) 943*5000 x 5015 


Houston lndepende.nt School District 

.Conta~t: Ada Cooper (713) 892-6818 


'VTAlI 


Davis County School District 

Co~ct: PeggyHill (801) 444-5132 


VIRGINIA 


Norfolk Public: Schools 

Contact: DeniseK. Schnitzer (757) 441-1516.· 


WASBlNGTON 


Olympic Educationa1 .service District 114 

Contact: Kristin Schutte (360) 405-5833 


~006 

f{l] 006 

2770844.79 

' 1617248.61 

899562.96 

1857951.21 

929357.37 

1251394.98 

1996271.04 

. 1859999.07 

2643198.57 

2452237.02 

http:2452237.02
http:2643198.57
http:1859999.07
http:1996271.04
http:1251394.98
http:929357.37
http:1857951.21
http:899562.96
http:1617248.61
http:2770844.79
http:lndepende.nt
http:Coopera:ti.ve
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WEST VIRGINIA 

Hamlin Lincoln County Board ofEducation 778294.68 
Contact: DOMa Martin (304) 824-5801 x 248 

WISCONSIN 

Madison 	 MBrlison Metropolitan School District 2782932-00 
Contact; Ma:ry Gulbrandsen (608) 266-6227 

WYOMING 

l!thete· .	Wyom.ing Indian Schools 819104.R2 
Contact: Gmctt Gogglcf'i (307) 332-2992 

Laramie 	 Albany County School Distriet 111 684690.18 
Contact: Diana Seabeck (307) 121-4445 

http:684690.18
http:819104.R2
http:778294.68


KEEPING OUR CHILDREN SAFE 
A DEMOCRATIC RECORD OF ACCOMPLISHMENT 

GIVING PARENTS THE TOOLS THEY NEED TO PROTECT THEIR CHILDREN 

Helping Parents Control What Comes Into Their Living Room with the V-Chip. Under strong 
leadership from the White House and Congressional Democrats, the Telecommunications Act of 1996 
was signed into law containing V-chip legislation, to help give parents new tools to help them screen out 

. television programs that are not fit for their kids. By January 2000, all new televisions are scheduled to 
include this screening technology. 

Giving Families A New Tool -- A Content-Based Television Ratings System. Striving to protect 
children from violence and adult content on television, the President and Vice President garnered a 
breakthrough agreement from the television industry to create a content-based voluntary ratings system. 
The new system went into effect October 1, 1997, giving parents the information they need to determine 
if TV shows are appropriate for viewing by their children and to identify which programs they may want to 
block from their homes through screening technology (the V-chip). The voluntary rating system includes 
age:- and content-based ratings. . 

Promoting a "Family Friendly" Internet. Democrats have worked together to make cyberspace a 
safe place for children. The Administration has enlisted the assistance of numerous stakeholders, 
including industry leaders, teachers, parents, Internet users and librarians to work towards the creation 
of a "family friendly" Internet. The Administration's three part strategy. includes: (1) industry , 
commitments to provide blocking, filtering arid labeling technology for use by parents and teachers using 
the 'Net; (2) effective enforcement of existing laws; and 3) increased parental awareness and 
involvement. This strategy is designed to give parents and teachers the tools they need to prevent 
children from getting access to inappropriate material on the Internet, and to guide them towards high­

. quality educational resources . 

. PROMOTING SCHOOL SAFETY 

Launching a Community·Wide Response to School Safety and Youth Violence. To help 
communities throughout the couritry promote a coordinated, comprehensive response to school 
safety, the Administration launched a new Safe Schools/Healthy Students initiative designed to help 
50 cities develop and implement comlT)unity-wide school safety plans. Through the initiative, the' 
Departments of Justice, Education, and Health and Human Services will provide over $180 million 
this year, and a total of $380 million over three years for communities to fund comprehensive school 
safety plans that include anti-truancy initiatives, mentoring, mental health services, conflict resolution 
programs, school resource officers, and more -- helping to promote healthy development and to 
prevent youth violence before it occurs. 

Hiring School Resource Officers. Targeting Assistance to Schools with Serious Crime 
'Problems. To help give schools with cdme problems the tools they need to put the security of our 
children first, the President created a new $65 million initiative to hire up to 2,000 community police 
and School Resource Officers to work in schools -- and to train police, educators and other members 
of the community to help recognize the early warning signs of violence. 

Helping to Make All Schools Safe, Disciplined and Drug-Free. In 1994, President Clinton 

expandedthe Drug-Free School~Act into the Safe and Drug-Free Schools Act, making violence 




prevention a key part of this program. Safe .and Drug-Free Schools provides support for violence and 

drug prevention programs to nearly all of the nation's school districts. This year, President Clinton 

proposed a significant overhaul of this nearly $600 million Safe and Drug-Free Schools and 

Communities Program,as part of his ESEA legislation. Under the proposal, schools will be required 

to adopt rigorous, comprehensive school safety plans that include: tough, but fair, discipline policies; 

safe passage to and from schools; effective drug and violence policies and programs; annual school 

safety and drug use report cards; links to after school programs; efforts to involve parents; and crisis 

management plans. ' 


Working to Provide Safe After-School Opportunities for More than a Million Children a Year. Due 
to the efforts of President Clinton and Congressional Democrats, funding for the 21st Century 
Community Learning Centers program expanded to $;200 million last year -- supporting hundreds of 
school-based after-school programs in rural and urban schools in 44 states and the District of Columbia, 
including weekend and summer programs. This year (FY 2000), the President proposed to triple this 
initiative -- to $600 million -- to provide safe and educational after-school opportunities for up to 1.1 
million school-age children in communities across the country. 

KEEPING GUNS AWAY FROM YOUTH 

'Won Passage of the Brady Bill. Through the determined leadership of Congressional Democrats and 

President Clinton, the Brady Bill was signed into law in November 1993. Since taking effect in 1994, the 

Brady Law has helped to prevent over 400,000 felons, fugitives, stalkers, and other prohibited 

'purchasers from buying guns. In November 1998, the National Instant Criminal Background Check 

System (NICS) took effect under the Brady Law, allowing access to a fuller set of records that law 

enforcement officials can use to conduct checks of all prospective gun purchases -- not just for 

handguns. In its first'6 months, NICS has conducted over 4 million background checks on gun 

p~rchasers, and the FBI has stopped over 90,000 illegal gun sales. 


Cracking Down on Illegal Gun Trafficking with the Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative. In 
1996, President Clinton launched the Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative (YCGII) in 17 cities to help 
trace crime guns to their source, as well as identify and arresfthe adults who traffic firearms to children. 
Over the past two years, the President tia,s expanded the YCGII.initiative to 37 cities ATF agents have 
conducted more than 200,000 crime gun traces for local law enforcement. Last year alone, ATF initiated 
over 300 investigations in these cities, which involved over 3,300 illegally trafficked firearms. Additionally, ' 
over the last two ,years the President has proposed hiring more than 280 new Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, and Firearms (ATF) agents and more than 40 new Federal prosecutors to arrest gun 
traffickers and violent criminals, and crack down on illegal gun' sales. 

Signed into Law the Youth Handgun Safety Act. As part of the historic 1994 Crime Bill, President 

Clinton signed into law the Youth Handgun Safety Act, which generally banned the possession of 

handguns or handgun ammunition by juveniles under the age of 18, and made it a Federal offense for 


. adults to transfer handguns to juveniles, with limited exceptions. In 1997, the President directed the 
Treasury Department to require that signs be 'posted on the premises of Federal firearms licensees and 
that written notification be issued with each handgun sold to non-licensees to help ensure compliance 
with the Youth Handgun Safety Act. 

, Enforcing Zero Tolerance for Guns and Other Weapons in Schools. With the help of 
Congressional Democrats, in October 1994, President Clinton signed into law the Gun-Free Schools Act, 
requiring school districts to expel students who bring guns to school. In the 1997-98 school year, the 
U.S. Department of Education estimates that under zero tolerance policies, 3,930 students were 



expelled from public schools for bringing a firearm to schooL, down by 31 percent from the previous 
schoolyea~ . 

Introduced the Youth Gun Crime Enforcement Act. This spring, Congressional Democrats 
introduced the Presidenrs comprehensive legislation to strengthen the Brady Law and the assault 
weapons ban, restrict access to guns by our youth and criminals, and crack down on illegal gun 
traffickers. The President's bill: (1) closes the gun show loophole by requiring background checks for all 
gun sales; (2) raises the age of the youth handgun ban from 18 to 21 years of age; (3) bans youth 
possession of semi-automatic assault rifles; (4) prohibits violent juveniles from ever owning guns; (5) 
requires child safety locking devices for guns; (6) reduces illegal gun running by limiting the purchase of 
handguns to no more than one per month; (7) halts the importation of large capacity ammunition 
magazines; and (8) helps law enforcement trace more crime guns to their source. 
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(jj)fficr (If tl1r l\ttarncl,! ~rnrral I· 

1roJ~shingtpn, 111. <.!I. 205:30 

August 5, 1998 

The, President 

The White Heuse 

Washingten, DC 20500 


Dear Mr. President: 

Yeu have anneuncedthat yeu will hest a White House 
Cenference en Scheel safety en-October 15, ,i998. ,We jein yeu in 
recognizing scheel safety as an issue ef 'great impertance'te eur 
Natien and offer the assistance ef the Department ef Justice in 
preJ;>aring fer -"the cenference. ' 

On March 25, 1998, fellewing the scheel "sheetings in Pearl~ 
Mississippi; .west Paducah, KentuckYi,and Jenesbere, Arkansas, yeu 
directed the Department ef Justice to' .cenvene a greup ef experts 
to' analyze the three sheetings fercemmenalities and to' assess 
what ceuld be denete prevent sil1\ilartragedies frem eccurring in 
the future.'(There have since been fatal scheel sheeting 
incidents in Edinbere, Pennsylvania and Springfield, Oregen.) , 
In respense, ,we met twice, ence at the Department ef Justice and 
ence at the White Heuse, with natienally recegnized ~euth 
vielence experts to' discuss what the sheetings reveal abeut yeuth 
vielence and scheel safety in the united States and what the 
Federal Gevernment sheuld 'de to' prevent further acts ef yeuth 
vielence. 

While the experts advecated a cemprehensive appreach to' 
stemming yeuth vielence that invelves acceuntability, as ,well as 
early interventien and preventien, they felt cemfertable with the 
level ef attentien a"lready being given to' acceuntability. They 
advised that the Federal Gevernment's efferts sheuld be directed 
teward'prevention and earlyinterventien. They repeatedly 
expressed cencern that there are inadequate human and financial 
reseurce investments in interventien,arid preventien strategies. 
The experts articulated a number ef themes that sheuld serve as 
guidepests fer eur engeing efferts to' address the preblem ef 
yeuth vielence. These themes are: identificatien ef warning 
signs/need fer early interventien; data sharing/cellectien/ 
disseminatien; guns; nen-vielent ways to' deal with aggressien and 
reselve, cenflicts; premetien ef adult supervisien; premetien ef 

" pesitive entertainment; and punishment/acceuntability. ' 

1\110 ,In lClQR 
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The action plan at Enclosure A recommends several additional 
steps that the Federal Government could take to help reduce youth 
violence at,the, local level. The experts suggested that we focus 
primarilyori two: objectives: 

• 	 ,providin'g significant. f~derai resources for local 

comprehensive youth violence prevention and early 

intervention efforts; ,and 


• 	 widely disseminating information about effective and 

promising strategies for preventing youth violence so that 

they can be put to use in local communities. 


As you know, we have,proposed $9S:million ,in funding for 
prevention efforts as part of our current juvenile justice 
proposal. In both your June 13, 1998 radio address and your July, 
20, 1998 address to the American Federation of Teachers, you 
called on Congress to appropriate these funds. The riext several 
weeks are pivotal as the appropriations committees consider ,our 
budget' request.' We must harness the mome'ntum'the recent school 
shooting tragedies have created to secure this, funding through 
the appropriations process, even though it appears that the 
authorizers will not take the issue up this year. 

The action pl'an d~scribes,several ways you could use the 
bully pulpit of your office tbfocuspublic attention on the need 
to devote increased federal resources to lo~al violence , 
prevention strategies. You have already ~nnounced that you will 
release the Annual Report 'on School Safety during 'the White House 
Conference on School Safety_ We encourage y6uto use the 
report's r~lease as an opportunity to stress the importance ,of 
local communities' developing and implementing their own " 
prevention efforts and to foster public support for increased 
federal spending ,on prevention. The Departments of Justice and 
Education stand ready to join you in this effort. In addition" 
our suggestions for ways, to complement the White, House Conference 
on School Safety and amplify our prevention message include: " 

• 	 Your designating a "National School Safety Day"" and on that 
day making a televised Presidential address on school safety 
directly to students, which would be followed by in-school 
discussions about safety and responsibility; and ' 

• 	 Se'cretary Riley and the Attoi"ney General conducting several 
1-day regional meetings across the country to focus the 
American public on the importance of prevention strategies" 
in reducing youth violenbe and thereby fostering a political 
climate that is supportive of comprehensive youth violence 
prevention legislation. 
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The Federal Government can and should do more to synthesize 
and "disseminate information about effective and promising 
strategies so that, with or without increased federal funding, 
interested local communities can put those strategies to use. 
The Departments of Justice and Educ~tion will develop several new 
pUblications: , ­

• 	 Guidelines for educators to assist them in identifying 
warning' signs and obtaining appropriate services,for 

'children in need of assistande; 

• 	 A model crisis response plan that will provide schools ~ith 
recommendations regarding what they_should do when'an 
emergency/cri~i~~trikes; , 

• 	 A series of "What Works" monographs describing practical, ­
s.uccessful strategies for reducing youth violence; and 

• 	 A series of "Get Involved" pamphlets encouraging various 
subsets 'of a community to volunteer _their time and talents 
in helping to preventyciuth violence. 

In addition to devoting increased f~deral rasources to 
prevention and early intervention strategies and· getting 
in-formation about those strategies into _the hands of those in' a 
position to use them, a'n intera5Jep!cy working group will: 

• 	 Explore how to promote data -sharing-among dommunity agencies 
that deal _with children, including schools, law,enforcement, 
health and social services; . 

- Explore how fu~ther to promote conflict resolution and 
problem solving among youth in school and community 
settings; , 

- Determine whether and how to collect additional data 

regarding youth violence; 


• 	 Evaluate the feqeral-quick response to local school violence 
crises and make impr?vements as necessary; and 

-Develop a plan to improve access to mental health services· 
for youth in under-served areas. 

. The Attorney 'General and the Secretary of Education held a 
session on July 23, 1998 to'talk directly to youth about 
violence, crime, guri~ and drugs and to seek their opinions­

-regarding solutions to these problems. Additional sessions may 
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be scheduled.' Our youth violence experts' information: and advice 
have been invaluable in developing our plans and recommendations .. 
While we anticipate calling on these and Qthe~ experts again in 
their individual capacities~ we'do not see.theneed to form a 
formal advisory board at this.time. 

We appreciate this opportunity to update you on the 
Department of Justice's plan for decreasing youth violence though 
prevention and early intervention. We lpok forward to working 
with you on these important efforts and on the.White House' 
Conference on School Safety. 

C. , Fisher 
ciate Attorney General 

/' 

/Janet Reno . 
/ Attorney General 

Enclosure 
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Action Plan for Decreasing Youth Violence 

Through Prevention and Early Intervention 


I. Background 

.On March 25, 19.98, following the school shootings in Pearl, Mississippi; West Paducah, 
Kentucky; and Jonesboro, Arkansas, the President.directed the Department ofJustice to convene. 
a group of experts to . analyze the three shootings for commonalities and to assess what could be 
done to prevent similar tragedies .from occurring in the future. (There have since been fatal school 
shooting incidents in Edinboro, Pennsylvania and Springfield, Oregon.I) In response to the 
directiv:e, a Department ofJustice/Department of Education working group orgaQized two 
meetings, one at the Department ofJustice on April 7, 1998, and the other at the White House on 
April 24, 1998. The meetings brought together nationally-recognized youth violence experts from 
a wide range of disciplines to discuss what the shootings reveal about youth violence and school 
safety in the United States and what the Federal Government should do to help prevent furthe~ 
acts ofyouth violence .. (See Tab 1 for a list of the youth violen~e experts.) 

The experts counseled against looking atthe three named incidents iJl isolation. Rather, 
they emphasized that the incidents must be viewed in the larger national context.' The exPerts 
also agreed that while each of the incidents happened at a school, the issues are not limited to the 
school setting and discussion should fo.cus more broadly on youth violence. .' . 

Perhaps most remarkably, the experts -- academics, practitioners and law enforcement 
alike - reached quick consensus that the efforts ofthe Federal Government should be directed 
toward prevention and early intervention. While all advocated a comprehensive appro~ch that . 
involves accountability, as well as prevention and early intervention, they felt comfortable with the 
level of attention already glven to accountability. They repeatedly expressed concern that ~here 
are inadequate human and financial resource investments in prevention and early intervention~ 

. Deborah Prothrow-Stith, a professor at the Harvard School ofPublic Health, offered a 
useful formula for diagraming the recent shootings and youth violence generally: 

On June 15, 1998, in Richmond, Virginia, a youth shot a coach and teac,her's aide' 
on school grounds during an argument with another student. Following that shooting, the 
President directed the Attorney General and Secretary Riley to consider how the Adrrunistration 
can put more police officers in our schools. the Department of Justice iscurr~ntly assessing that· 
question and will report back to the President before the start of the corning school year. 
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Troubled kids + guns + a culture that glorifies violence +a precipitating incident that 
creates anger = disaster. ... . 

The elements.of the Prothrow-Stith· equation prompted several thematic responses from .the 
participating experts. These themes should serve as the guideposts for our ongoing efforts to 
address the problem ofyouth violence.· Asarti.culated by the experts, the themes are as follows: 

A- -. Identification ~fW~rning Signs/Need for Early'Interventio~ 
. . . 

Despite their ages, children are capable ofengaging in violent, potentially lethal behavior. 
Warning signs of such behavior exist, but are often overlooked or ignored. Communities need to 
learn how to. detect those signs and to intervene in the life of any child who appears to be at risk 
ofbehaving violently (prothrow-Stith, Rosenberg, Ortega, Zarin) . 

. Effectively identifying and intervening in the lives of troubled youth requires that not only 
adults, but also the youth's peers, know what warning signs to look for (poland). Youth need to . 
understand the importance of alerting adults when a friend or classmate displays such signs. Acts 
of bullying are a common sign that a child is on the path to becoming violent. In a recent study, 
one in four middle-school students said he/she had been bullied several times in the last three 
months. One child in 10 reported having been bullied on a weekly basjs. About one-third of these 
students said that itwas always the same child who bullieothem.· Two-thirds of the youth 
surveyed, however, reported that when they notice another child being bullied, they do not do 
anything about it or tell anyone (Melton). Children must be encouraged to·discuss these and . 
other incidents with adults and adults, in turn, must take what they hear seriously and act when 
they learn that these incidents are occurring (Sanchez). 

B. Data SharinglCollectionlDissemination 

The collection and dissemination ofdata aboufyouth violence will foster a common 
understanding and assist in developing a common will to address this problem. The success in 
reducing youth homicides and .decreasing youth violence generally in Boston, for example, is 
partially attributable to a critical mass of people looking at the data, concluding tha:t violence is 
preventableand, in response, developing prevention programs and strategies (prothrow-Stith). 
The experts recommended that the Federal Government take the lead in establishing several 
databases ofyouth violence infonnation. A summary of those databases can be found at Tab 2. 

C. Guns 

Approximately 80 percent ofyouth who kill do so with guns. Further, about 85 percent of 
teen victims are killed with guns (Fox). These statistics reflect an increase in youth's access to, 
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willingness to use and expertise with guns (Rosenberg, Melton). Clearly, the problem ofyouth 
violence cannot be addressed adequately witholJt efforts to get guns out of the hands of those 

, youth who will use them to harm others (prothrow,,:Stith). , ' 

A recent survey ofyouth in several rural school districts in South Carolina revealed that 
those students have a higher rate ofgun ownership than youth in metropolitan cities. While this is 
to be expected given the hunting culture iri rural' South Carolina, one in five of the South Carolina 
youth, and half ofthe middle-school youth surveyed, reported carrying his or her gun not to hunt, 
but to get ,respect, for protection or tofrighten others (Melton): 

Guns can be designed and manufactured in such a way that children cannot operate them. 
Trigger lock technology already exists. "Smart gun" technology, which uses fingerprint 
recognition to unlock a gun, is in the research and development phase. The Federal Government 
should encourage, if not mandate, the use ofsuch technology (Teret). Doing so will not address 
why children kill, but it will save lives (Teret, Rosenberg). In addition, the used gun market could 
be better regulated and tracked more effectively (prothrow-Stith). . 

D. Non-violent Ways to Deal with Aggression and Resolve Conflicts 

Most y01,lth will choose nonviolence over violence if.they have been taught conflict 
resolution skills; therefore, teaching youth such skills must be a priority (povich, Sanchez, 
Sanford). When incidents arise that precipitate anger, youth need to know how to resolve those 
conflicts peacefully (prothrow-Stith). - . 

E. Promotion' of Adult Supervision 

It is important that all communities have the monetary ~d informational resources they 
need to design and implement effective after-school programs for youth. Our nation is suffering 
from a general withdrawal ofadults from the lives ofour children. Approximately half ofall 
homicides and assaults involving juveniles occur between 2 p.m. and 8 p.in., the hours when 
youth are least likely to be under adult supervision (Fox). 

F. Promotion of Positive Entertainment 

Policies need ,to be developed to promote positive programming for youth, including 
, nonviolent video.and computergames (prot~ow-Stith, Fox). Numerous studies indicate! that 

exposure to violence in the media desensitizes youth to violence (prothrow-Stith, Backstrom). 
Because video and computer games are interactive, involving youth in and awarding points for 
killing, they may have more ofa negative' effect on .children than the passive activity ofwatching. 
violence on television. As yet, however, not much research has been conducted on the effects of 
violent video and computer games on youth (Melton, Fox) .. 
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G. 	 Punishment/Accountability 

While strategies ofprevention and early intervention are clearly extremely important to 
reducing youth violence, the country needs to develop a balanced approach tojtiveflile justice. . 	 . 

Such an approach requires that juvenile offenders be held suitably accountable for the crimes they 
commit. In addition to the possibility of crirriinal prosecution, juvenile offenders should face 
graduated sanctions and serious juvenile offenders should face blended sanctions, which extend 
the jurisdiction ofjuvenile courts to allow longer confinement and provide fora stayed adult 
sanction that could later be imposed should the offender either fail to conform to all sanctions the 
juvenile court hands down or commit a new crime (Backstrom, Fox). 

* * * 

The remainder of this action plan is divided into two sections .. The first section proposes 
further, efforts to provide federal support for comprehensive youth violence early intervention and 
prevention strategies, efforts in which the Department of Justice recommends the President play 
an integral role. The section also describes initiatives to synthesize and disseminate information 
about effective and promising strategies and identifies several areas in which we might develop 
additional methodologies to address youth violence. As youth access to guns is a central element 
ofyouth violence, the second section focuses exclusively on federal efforts to get guns out ofthe 
hands of those youth who will use them to harm others. 

II.' 	 Next Steps 

The meetings 
. 
with the experts and subsequent internal discussions 

.' 

revealed that a critical. 
mass of iOformation already exists about effective and promising strategies for stemming youth' 
violence. Indeed, the Departments of Justice and Education have a number of ongoing efforts 
that are responsive to the themes . the experts articulated. Information about those efforts can be 
found at Tab 3. 

, 

Further federal efforts will focus primarily on two objectives: 

(1) 	 Providing federal resources for comprehensive youth violence prevention and early 
intervention; and. . 

(2) . 	 Synthesizing and disseminating information ab~ut effective and promising 
strategies for preventing youth violence. . 

In addition, the Department ofJustice has identified several areas in which the Administration. will 
develop additional legislation, programs, policy and data collecti'on/sharing methodologies to 

. address youth violence. 	 . 
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A. 	 Provide Federal Resources for Comprehensive Youth Violence Prevention 
and Early Intervention. . , 

Primary attempts this year to gain increased funding for prevention and early interVention 
efforts have focused on the authorization process in Congress. To date, the authorizing 
committees have not taken action.. In the coming weeks, the appropriators in both Houses will be . 
considering the A.dministration's budget.request, which includes $95 million for an At-Risk 
Children Initiative designed to fund after-school programs and other successful prevention 

. initiatives. The Attorney General wrote to the President on May 27, 1998; urging that the 
Administration refocus its efforts to get significant federal fundi~g for. prevention efforts. (See 
Tab 4.) In tum, the President referenced the $95 million in his June 13, 1998 radio address, 
Efforts must now be pursued to' mobilize the appropriations committees. 

At, the same time, the Administration must conduct a sustained public education effort that 
emphasizes prevention and early intervention as essential tools in decreasing youth violence. It 
needs to re-energize its longstanding allies and work together with some ofits newer allies, 
particularly those in the law enforcement community, in seeking increased emphaSis on 
prevention. The President's personal participation is vital to this effort. 

1. 	 Prevention and Early Intervention Kick-off Event 

While the President has previously supported prevention efforts;' this Administration's 

primary fOcus regarding juvenile crime has been on accountability measures. The attention to 

accountability has fostered the important public impression that we are tough on juvenile crime. 

Toughness, however, is only' part of the solution. It is time to gjve corresponding attention to 

prevention and early intervention. 


, 	 . 

The Department of Justice proposes that,the President hold a high-profile public event at 
the White House announcing the Administration's dedication to obtaining funding this year for 

, prevention and early intervention. Participants in the event-would include the youth violence 
experts the Departments of Justice and Education convened following the Jonesboro tragedy; 

-local law enforcement leaders, including police chiefs, school security chiefs and presidents of law 
enforcement associations; representatives ofthe education community, including teachers, 
administrators, counselors and school board members; and representatives ofother. constituency 
and community groups that advocate for and engage in preve'ntion efforts. -Efforts should be 
made to engage both local and national media in this event. 

To prepare for the kick-off event, Secretary Riley and the Attorney General will convene 
the iaw enforcement and education organizations to enlist their support in this effort and to foster 
coordination among their various organizations. We understand that a number of organizations, 
including the Major City' Chiefs ofPolice and the U.S. Conference ofMayors are planning their 
own prevention initiatives. In addition to reflecting the President's dedication to federal · 
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, 
prevention and early intervention efforts, the kick-off event would serve ,as a catalyst to 

encourage these organizations' separate and collective efforts. ' 


2. 	 Roll-out ofThe' Annual Report on School Safety' 

The Departments ofJustice and Education are preparing the first Annual Report on , 
School Safety, which the President requested following the school shooting tragedy in Paducah, 
Kentucky. (The substance of the report is discussed 'in more detail in,the next subsection,) The 
publication ofthe report in Fall 1998 provides an excellent opportunity to promote our early 
intervention/prevention message. The Department of Justice recommends that the President; 
Secretary Riley and the Attorney General, and selected sub-Cabinet officials, use the issuance of 
the report as the impetus to stress the importance oflocal communities' developing and 

, implementing their own early intervention/prevention efforts and to foster public support for 
increased federal spending on early interVention and prevention. Two specific' suggestions follow: 

• 	 The President should designate a ''National School Safety'Day/' possibly the same day the 
Annual Report on School Safety is released. The Department ofJustiCe recommends that 
on this day tlie President make a televised address about school safety directly to students. 
Frank Sanchez, the Director ofDelinquency Prevention fot the Boys and Girls Clubs of 
America and one ofoUf experts, initially proposed such an address. The President CQuid 
use the opportunity to emphasize that most schools are safe; that youth should tell an adult 
whenever a peer or classmate is threatening violence and that any youth who engages in 
violent behavior will be punished. The White House :staffpreviously approved of the 
President's making such an address, but there was not enough lead time to hold the 
address before 'the end of the school year. 

The address would last for 10-12 minutes, with the idea that it would be followed in every 
classroom by teac~er-Ied discussion. The Departments of Justice and Education would 
jointly prepare a discussion guide for teachers. With enough notice; schools could be ' 
creative in developing additional school safety programming to use at the same time. 

• 	 ' Secretary Riley and the Attorney General likely will lead approximately four one-day 
regional meetings across the country, with potential participation by White House 
principals, to focus the American public on the importance of early intervention/ , 
prevention strategies in reducing youth violence. The primary goal of the meetings would 
be to foster a political climate that is supportive of comprehensive youth violence early 
intervention/prevention legislation and thereby encourage the passage of such legislation, 
before the end of the current Administration. 

As currently envisioned, the regional meetings generally would focus on the guidepost 
themes the experts articulated during our two meetings and amplify the information 

, contained in the Annual Report on School Safety. Law enforce~ent, school 
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administration and school security personnel, community leaders and politicians from the 
,given region would be invited to attend that region's meeting. A selection of"experts" 
from that region who have written to the Departments ofJustice and Education in the 
wake of the school shootings expressing interest in participating in the Administration's 
efforts also would be invited to attend. Each meeting would feature presentations on early 

. interVention and prevention strategies employed in that region that have proved successful, 
in order to attract attention to and support for those strategies. Audience members would 
be given the opportunity to ask questions and comment. To reach as many people as 
possible throughout each region, the meetings would likely be broadcast through 
teleconference. -. . . 

B. 	 Synthesize and Disseminate Information. 

A wealth ofeffective and promising strategies already exists for .communities to reduce 

youth \jolence. Corruriunities may tinderutilize these strategies, however, because few 

publications offer a comprehensive, user-friendly summary of the strategies. The Departments of 

Justice, Education and HHS therefore will develop several publications aimed at educating the 

public about local-level youth violence strategies. Further, the Department ofJustice will. . 

consider recasting and redisseminating some of ~ts ,existing youth violence publications. As part 

of its assessment, the Department ofJustice will evaluate its current dissemination mechanisms 

and procedures, as well as those of its sister agencies~ and consider whether those mechanisms 

and procedures should' be adjusted to make dissemination more ~ffective. 


L 	 The Annual Report on School Safety 

. The Annual Report on School Safety will contain a statistkal section analyzing available 
school safety dat~ a section identifying model strategies and programs for improving school 
safety and a section profiling several model safe schools. The report will also include an inventory 
of further steps to, take at the local level and resources that can be tapped to provide technical 
assistance. 

The audience for this ,report is the general public. The report will be published in October . 
1998. (See Tab 5 for an outline of the report). 

2. 	 Guidelines for Helping Principals and Teachers Respond to the Early 
Warning Signs ofTroubled Youth 

The Departments ofJustice and Education, in conjunction with the National Association 

of School Psychologists, will prepare Ii succinct pamphlet for educators. The pamphlet will 

provide guidance on how to identify warning signs that a child may be prone to violent behavior 

and in need ofassistance. The guide will describe mental health and other forms of counseling 

services and provide advice about how to get the child linked to an appropriate service. In the 
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President's June 13, 1998 radio address, he called on the Attorney General and Secretary Riley to 

complete this guide before the beginning of the coming school year. 


3. 	 Model Crisis Response Plan 

The Departments ofJustice and Education will develop a model crisis response plan for 

school districts. The plan will provide schools with recommendations regarding what they should 

do when an emergency/crisis strikes. 


4. 	 Best Practices for Youth Violence Reduction 

The CDC has convened"more thim 100 violence prevention researchers in a series of 
.meetings in an effort to distill six to 10 of the most promising strategies for youth vidlence . 
reduction. The CDC hopes to have the report ready for publication before the end of 1998. 'The 
audience for this report will be educators and local policy makers.. ' 

5. 	 High School Youth. Weapons. and Violence: A National Surveyor 
Weapon-Related Behavior. Crime. and Victimization 

This DOJ-sponsored publication will report the results of two national surVeys of 

weapon-related violence and victimization in a nationally representative and randomly-selected 

sample ofhigh schools., One survey targeted male. high schooijuniors and seniors and the other 

was addressed to high school administrators.. The surveys collected detailed behavioral and , 

attitudinal data on acquisition, ownership, .and use offirearms and other weapons as well as data 

cn vic;timization experiences, violent episodes and criminal activities. The audience for this 

publication will be school administrators and teachers. criminal justice practitioners, researchers 

and federal, state and local policy makers. The publication is expected to be released in 

November 1998. . 


.6. "What W()rks" Monographs' 

Last summer, as part of the "Curbing Youth Violence: Communities Working Together" 
conference,the Department oflustice developed the concept for "What Works," a series ofbrief " 
monographs on strategies for reducing youth violence. The publication is designed to educate' 
local-level decision-makers and resource allocators arid to encourage them to adopt the described 
strategies. The Department drafted an initial monograph focused on successful strategies in one 
particular jurisdiction." 	 .' . 

The youth violence working group will review the 'materials prepared for this series thus 

far and decide whether to proceed with the project and if so, what the next steps should b.e. To 

the extent that the reSUlting publications would duplicate rather than complement the CDC "Best 

Practices;' project, we will not go forward with them. · 
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7. ' "Get Involved" Campaign 

The Department ofJustice also has developed the "Get'Involved" Campaign, which is an 
effort to encourage various subsets of a community to volunteer their time and talents in helping 
to prevent youth violence. The Department divided the universe ofpotentiaJ volunteers into 15 
audiences ~ the law enforcement community, the business ,com'11Unity, the medial 
entertainment industry, and the legal community) and then further divided eachaudience to, 
account for its varying constituent groups (~ U.S. Attorneys, -DAsiState Attorneys, and 
Sheriffs! Police are among, the distinct constituent groups within the law enforcement audience). . , 

The, camp'aigninvolves the creation ofa series of pamphlets, one for each constituent 
group within a given audience. Each pamphlet will discuss the p~rpose ofthe campaign, offer 
options for volunteering, and provide specific examples of volunteer efforts that have worked. 
The unique aspect of these pamphlets is that they will offer suggested volunteer options for 
individuals within each constituent group and options for each constituent organization as a whol~ 
~ a sheriff or police officer can volunteer her time talking to young people about the impact of 
gun violence; a sheriffs office or police department can partner with a school to start an after-
school program for at-:-risk youth). ,; , -' 

The resources required to complete this project depend on the number of targeted 
constituent groups. The more constituent groups, the more resources needed, as a different 
pamphlet would be created for each group. The Department identified more than 100 possible 
constituent groups. 'The youth violence working group will review the existing list ofpossible 
constituent groups and determine which groups-it is most important to target. Once that decision 
is made, the Department ofJustice likeiy will create a pamphlet for each of those groups. 

Assuming the pamphlets are prepared, the Department of Justice will also need to focus 
on their dissemination. This can be accomplished largely through associations and organizations 
-related to each of the constituent groups. In addition, dissemination could be tied to the 
Department of Justice's ongoing national media campaign toinfonn youth and adults about what 
they can do to help decrease juvenile crime. 'Dissemination should occur both electronically and 
through hardcopy distribution. 

8. OJJDP Publications 

As a result of the recent school shootings, communities throughout the country are 
searching for answers regarding what they should do to lessen the likelihood that similar tragedies 
will occur in their areas. Over the last few years, the Departmel1tofJustice's OJJDP has 
produced for youth-serving practitioners (law.enforcement, educators, social service providers, 
juvenile justice representatives) a number of publications offering strategies fqr,addressing youth 
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violence.· A sample of those publications i~ attached at Tab 6. 

DOJ will convene an'internal group to ;eview those publications and assess whether it 
would be beneficial to redisseminatethern,or some portion'ofthem. Ifso, the group will also 
consider whether any format andlorstyle revi~ions need to be made to the publications prior to 
redissemination. The group will.consider possibilities for both hardcopy and electronic 
distribution.. Although many of the publications are currently available on the Jnternet, it may be 
.useful to restructure the Web page to highlight certain publications that.would be especially 
helpful tocommtinities currently grappling with these questions. 

C. 	 Develop Additional Legislation, Programs, Policy and Data 

Sharing/Collection Methodologies 


While the Department ofJustice's primary objectives account f0r youth violence 
prevention and early intervention strategies and measures that have already been developed, 
additional mechanisms should be cultivated. The Department ,has. decided to implement the 
following additional next steps in response to some oftheexperts' suggestions: 

1. 	 Promotion ofData Sharing/Collection. ' 
. 	 . 

The youth violence experts all agreed that infon'riation sharing between school systems, 
law enforcement and health care.providers is an important ingrediendn early identifiCation of 
children at risk and appropriate interventions. That view was heartily echoed at a recent 
Department ofEducation meeting of major-city school security chiefs. In some cases, however, 
information sharing would violate federal andlor state law., The Department of Justice will ' 
convene a Department of Justice! Department ofEducationlDepartment ofHealt~ and Iiuman ' 
Services working group to examine these issues and detennine what statutory; regulatory and 
policy barriers exist to ·better information sharing. The working group may also consider the best 
way to notify local officials about information shanng that is already permitted. 

Further, the working group will determine whether and how to facilitate the creation of 
any of the databases the experts proposed. The collection of data is extremely useful to the 
accurate identification ofproblem areas and essential to determining the success ofviolence 
reduction strategies. It is also expensive. Additional data collection would entail 3.I) additional 
commitment of financial resources. 

2. 	 Promotion ofConflict Resolution 

The DepartmentsofJustice and Education have supported conflict resolution programs in 
two primary ways: 

:r" 

• 	 OJJDP currently provides funding,. training and technical assistance in connection with 
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conflict resolution and violence prevention for young people. More than 1,500 teachers, 
students, judges, school administrators, probation officers, juvenile faculty staff and 
counselors attended a recent series of regional training sessions. This program, "The 

. National Center for Conflict Resolution Education: Implementing Youth Centered 
Programs in Schools and Juvenile Justice Settings," will be expanded, in partnership with 
the Department ofEducation, to increase the "number of schools, juvenile justice programs 

. and youth ~ervice organizations served. . 

e· • 	 In 1996, OJJDP and the Safe and Drug Free Schools ~rogram at the Department of 
Education published Conflict Resolution for Youth: Programming for Schools, Y outh­
Serving Organizations, and Community and Juvenile Justice Settings. More than 50,000 
copies have been distributed. . 

Several recent evaluations confirm the effectiveness of conflict resolution programs. Yet, 
according to the National Institute ofDispute Resolution,' no more than 10 percent of our 
Nation's schools have such programs. . . 

A Department of Justice/Department of Education working group will be formed to 
develop strategies promoting the use of school-based and community-based conflict resolution 
programs for youth. The group may develop a comprehensive strategy that could include how to 
best use the principals' bully pulpit, how to 'develop further" evaluations of promising programs 
and how to convince other communi~ies to adopt similar programs. To assist this group, a panel 
of outside experts in conflict resolution education may be brought in for a brainstorming session. 
The Department of Justi,ce hosted such a panel three years ago. That panel recommended the 
creation of a conflict resolution guide and the provision of technical assistance to support the 
guide. Now that those recommendations have been implemented, the panel should be reconvened 
to disc1.lsS ne~ steps. 

3. 	 .Access to Mental Health Services 

The youth violence experts repeatedly raised the fact that' mental health resources for 
youth in the school setting are woefully inadequate. The principal inSpringfield, Oregon; decried 
the inadequate funding for counselors, leaving his school with aratio of one counselor for 700 . 
students. ". 

A working group composed of representatives from the Departments ofJustice, . 
Education and IffiS will determine what further can be done to assist communities"th~t have 
inadequate access to mental health and counseling services for troubled youth. 
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4. 	 Department ofJusticelDepartment ofEducation Listening Session With 
Youth 

. The Attorney General and the Secretary ofEducation held a session on July 23, 1998 to 
talk directly to youth about violence, crime, guns and drugs. During this session, the Attorney.' 
General and the SeeretaryofEducation sought the youth's opinions regarding solutions to youth 
violence and drug abuse. Additional sessions may be scheduled. 

. .. 5. The Safe Kids Coalition 

The Department has called on the private and no'n-profit sectors to join in comprehensive 
efforts to support at-risk children. In response to a challenge the Attorney General formulated 
with the Secretaries of Education and HHS, a new national coalition of service providers, led by 
the United Way, has been formed. The Safe Kids Coalition has pledged to work, over the next ' 
two years, toward five concrete, measurable goals aimed at improving the healthy and safe 
development of children: 

• 	 To.enroll 300,000 eligible children in health insurance programs; 

• 	 To work closely with officials in 200 school districts across the country to cut 
truancy by ooe-third; " . 

/' 

• ' 	 To <;reate constructive, engaging after-school opportunities for 100,000 chiidren; 

• 	 To provide 100,000 children with education to prevent and discourage alcohol and 
drug abuse; and 

• 	 To develop new programs in 200 communities, aimed at teaching gun oWners' 
about safe and res'ponsible gun ownership and about taking guns out of the hands, 
ofyoung people who possess them 'illegally. . 

6. 	 Crisis Response . 

As is discussed in more detail at Tab 3, the Departments of Justice and Education' 
currently offer 'assistance to schools and c'ommunities immediately following a disaster., The 
Departments will review this response and determine whether it can b~ improved. 

7. 	 Process and Coordination 

The Department of Justice may begin meeting on a, monthly basi~ with other cabinet 
departments to share information regarding these and other efforts to reduce youth violence. In 
addition, a high-level meeting may be convened quarterly to discuss cross-dep.~rtment 
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coordination efforts. 

The experts convened after the Jonesboro, Arkansas incident provided useful guidance on 
a, wide range ofissues. While the Administration may want to reconvene this group on an ad hoc 
basis in the future, the Department ofJustice believes that it would be more productive to call on 
them individually for advice pertaining to their areas of expertise. 

III. Guns 

The youth violenc~ experts unanimously agreed· that society must get guns out of the 
hands ofthose youth who will use them to harm others. Federal efforts to accomplish this goal 
include the following: ' 

A. . The Anti-Gang and Youth Violence Bill of 1997 

The Administration put forward last year the" And-Gang and Youth Violence Bill of 
1997." (For a summary of the bill, see Tab 7;) The bill contains a number ofaccountability 
measures. Its primary provisions regarding guns would (a) require child safety locks and (b)' 
make it illegal for juveniles who commit serious or violent offenses to possess 'guns when they 
b~come adults ("Juvenile Brady"). No action has been taken on this bill. 

B. Congressional Proposals that Would Affect Youth .l\,ccess to Guns 

Various members of Congress have made proposals that would affect youth access to 
guns. (See chart at TabS.) The Iustice Department supports several provisions regarding guns, 
including a lifetime ban on gun possession for juveniles who commit serious or violent offenses, 
,and requiring firearms dealers to provide a child safety lock with the sale of ev~ry firearm. Last 
. year, the White House brokeredan unprecedented agreement with several major gun 
manufacturers to voluntarily place child safety locks on firearms. The Department ofJustice 
continues to support legislation miling child safety locks mandatory on all guns sold in the 
United States. ' " 

Both Senator Richard Durbin and Congresswoman Carolyn McCarthy have introduced 
legislation regardirig youth access to guns. You recognized these bills on July 8, 1998. Senato.r 
Durbin's bill creates federal criminal liability for people who carelessly store their guns such that a 
juvenile could gain access to them. Congresswoman Carolyn McCarthy's legislation includes the 
following elements: ' 

• Several new safety standards, including trigger locks; 

• A. prohibition on the sale ofassault weapons to ~nyone under 18; 
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• 	 . Revocation of the license of any gun dealer found to have willfully sold a gun to a 
juvenile, coupled with a requirement that all gun purchasers under the age of 24: 
. present two forms of identification to the gun dealer as a prerequisite to 
purchasing a gun; ,~ . 

• 	 . Federal criminal liability for adults who' carelessly store their guns such that a 
juvenile could gain access to them; . 

• 	 $25 million to fund CDC's Chiidren's.Firearms Injury Surveillance System; 
. .'. .' 	 . . , . 

• 	 Creation 'of an education pr<?gram to teach youth what to do if a peer or classmate 
brings a gun to school; and " .,' 

• 	 Increased funds for tracing guns used in juvenile crimt;. 

C. 	 Model Juvenile Handgun Code, 

In April 1998, the Department of Justice sent to Congress a Model Juvenile Handgun 
Code for the States. The Model Code'is intended to (a) prevent handgun possession byjuveniles, 
except in limited and well established circumstances, (b) prohibit unlawful transfer ofhandguns to 
juveniles, and (c) enhance safety of handgun storage by (1) providing for state criminal liability for 
persons who carelessly store them such that ajuvenile could gain access, (2) requiring fireanns 
dealers to provide a locking safety device at the time o{sale'of a handgun, and (3) requiring 
dealers to provide notice to handgun purcHasers of the laws concerning juvenile handgun 
possession. 

D. 	 Guide to Promising Gun Violen'ce Reduction Strategies 

The Department ofJustice is preparing a guide to promising gun violence reduction 
strategies. The guide will include practical infoflllation about a range 6flaw enforcement, 
demand reduction, court-based, legislative and other strategies to reduce gun violence. 

'As part of the process of preparing the guide, the Department ofJustice will convene a 
focus group of25-,3 0 criminologists, police, judges, prosecutors and'local policy makers on , 
July 30, 1998, to assist the Department in identifying the strengths and weaknesses ofspecific gun 
violence reduction programs and strategies and to identify existing program evaluations ofwhich 
we may not be aware. The publication will be directed toward local law enforcement, state and. 
local elected officials and other local policy makers. It is scheduled for completion in October" 
1998. Upon completion of the guide, a Department working group will identify further 
mechanisms to promote the adoption of the promising strategie~. 
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Update on Adoption of Unifonns. in America's Schools 

Since d~e Prc:sidem raised rhe issue in ] 996, a large number of .5chools and~chooJ districts have adopted 
s..::hool uniform policies in an effort: f.Q maintain s(udenc discipline, improve student attendance, enhance 
5rudenr achievement. promote sdf-escer;m, and enhance dIe school dimate. While no federal 'or other entity 
has kc:pr a comprehensive count, evidence: SUggeS(5 [nat there has been an increase in (he numbe:r of schools 
and school districts with unii-orm policies. Indicators of the growth of chis trend are presented here. 

National Level Indicators 

A :illIVey condlJcred by the U.S. Department ofEducarion's Center for Educadon Statistics (Violr.ru:e a,rd 
DiscipLine Probl.trms in US Public Schools: 1996*97) concluded that 3 pcrccnr of aU public sdlOols require 
smdem:s (0 wear uniforms. According to the report, unifornlS were: more likely to be required in $chools with. 
high percentages ofst:udenrs digible for free and reduced-price lundl and in schools with 50 percent or more 
minority enroJlmencs.Schools with uniform policies were also more likely to be elementary or middle schooh. 
located in urban or "urban fringe" comrnunicies, and have enco!lme:nts of more rhan 1,000. A larger 
percentage ofschools requiring uniforms are found in me west (han any other region. 

CompJementing these findings. a 1998 sUlVey ofprinci(Y,ils in 10 states by the National Association of 
Elementary Sc.hool Principals (School Uniforms: W'hy amI How) revealed mat 11 percenr of 958 principals 
who responded required uniforms and 15 percent were considering sudl a policy. Almost' t'wo~thirds of the 
schools with. policies had adopted them in the laSt two years. 

The ptindpals surveyed indicated mat ScllOOl uniforms were pan: ofbroader 'effons to improve the school 
cfuuate and confront many ofthe tough issues facing schools ro.:by. Tbey cited numerousbenefl!3 ofschool 
uniforms. including: 

• 	 Making stvdents safer • Redudngwordrobe hossles for pcrents and 
children• 	 Influencing classroom discipline 

• Curtailing peer pressure • 	 Cutting family clothing budgets 

• 	 Increasing parental participation • Heightening school spirit 

Improving the learning environment • Elevating the school's image in the• 
. eommuftity • 	 Bridging sodo-economkdifferenc:es 

• 	 Bolstering self<onfidence 

Among dle NAESP respondents tram ScllOOls without uniform policies. 52 percent reported thit the issue 
.had not b«n officially raised and 32 pen;cnt said their currene dress code: was .sufficiem in addressing the 
issues that ottel1 precipitace dlscussions on UJliforms. 

A final indicator of the: growth of the schoo! uniform trends comes from a different perspective: 
manuf.lcrurers and re(ai\el'S of uniform appard report an increase in demand for school uniforms. "Its a 
growing indus(ry... more and more manufacturers are going into it," reports Jac.lcie RoseUi of me N arional 
Association of Uniform ManufaCturers and Distributors. Her obscCV".ltlon seems to be 5uppoHC::d by (he fact 
(hat many national rerailers have recendy encered me school uniform marker:, including JCPenney, WalMarr, 
and Kmart:.. Lands End also recendyencered the market and funded the NAESP survey dted abov~ and the 
dissc:minacion of its findings. 

State level activity 

In Mar~h. of 1998. {he Education Commission of the States reponed d'lar 26 Stares have school uniform or 
dress codes policies, an increase of85% over [he 14 S(3.te~ who reported the existence of such policies in 
1996. The'Se sf,.a.te-Icvd policies genc::rally grant scnool districtS and district boards of education permission to 
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instirute uniform or dress cod~ policies. Reasons cited include: prohibition ofgang-rdal"Cd clowing, 

enhancing the school learning environment, and preventing endangerment ofstudent health. or safety. 


I'vlany of the state policies contain procedural guidelines for adopting unif(~rm policies (i.e., form a 
parem/student advi~ory committee, srudellf pc!tioon, etc.) and implementing them (i.e., Opt-oue procedures, 
provisions for economically disadvantaged srudenr:s, etc.). It should a.bo bc:noted that rhere are $chooh and. 
school di'ifricts that hay~ adopted school uniforms in states wiwouc a fOlmal sta(c! polit.}' on [his topk (Le., 
Florida, Michigan). SinCe adopting uniforms is a disrrict~level-and most often a sice-based--dcci:;ioJl. no 
state ha:; a mandatory school uniform poli~1" 

District level activity 

Since 1996, there appears to have: been a significall( inc;rease in me number ofschools and scho01 districts 

thac have adopred school un.iforms or strict dress codes. Among the most: notable are: .. 


'!' 	 New York City: In March of thi:; y'ea.r. New York Ciry'5 B?ard ofEduca.tion voted unanimously (0 


outfit the 560,000 e1emenrary school studcms in the narioo's largest school system in uniforms 

beginning in the fall of1999. According ro Board m<:mber Nina Segal'1'a, "UnifOrms will allow students 

(0 focus on their srudies and not worry about an incident based on their clothing." Ocher reasons cited 

by officials for adopting We policy for the 670 affected schools were: bringing gre-ater discipline. unity, 

and seriousness ofpurpose to schook The Board included "ope-out" procedures and pf{)visions for· 

assisting needy srudencs who cannot afford the estimared $1OO~120 cost. 


• 	 Dade County Public Schools: Students at 196 Miami·D3.de County Public; Schools wore uniform$ 
(his past school year ('97-'98) following a VOCe by parents in the spring of 1997. The 196 schools include 
19 middle schools and one high $chooJ. 

• 	 San Anr.onio: Beginning this faH, all 60,000 of the San Anconio School District's K-12 scudenc.s wiIJ be 
wearing uniforms, Schoo! dim'kt offil.:ial.s reporc chat the reasons behind implementing the uniform 
policy in 9; $chooh include making students more serious about learning, cutl::ing down on crime and 
gang acovicy, increasing school pride and student: c:unfidcnce, and reducing compc:oejon among students.. 
After several of dle discri<..,"'(' 11 sdtools pilot tested nniforms and were pleased wich me results, 
Superintendent Diana Lanl and rhe school board decided [0 adopt them district-wide as part of [hc:ir 
comprehensive school improvement: srra.regy. In commenting on the n::.sulcs of the pilot rest, Associate 
SupccIDt<:nden[ Dave SpJirek says, "We saw some re:tI change$ in me way kids were: behaving and the 
amount of time we were spending on instructioll vs. discipline. The betore and after was really 
something." 

• 	 Houston: More chan halfof the schools in (he Houstoll Independent School Disrricr require some form 
of uniforms. 

• 	 Chicago: four our of 5pubJicschools require uniform) 

• 	 Boston: 58 of 125 schools have voluntary school uniform policies and 18 have mandatOry policies. 

In addjrion, a number of smaller districts and individual schools have adopted uniform policies sinc.e 1996. 
These include: 

·Tuscon, AZ SOlita Clarita School Dislrict, CA 

Cleveland. OH Lawrence School District, MA 

Ft. Bend School District, TX Bordeal}x Elementary School. Nashville. TN 

Eagle Poss School District. TX Emblem Elementary School. Santa Clarita. CA 

Halifax County School District. NC lahail'lCl Intermediate SchoQI. Wailuku, HI 

Arlington S.:hool Dbtrid. TX lake labisl;, OR 
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Mitchell Elementary School. Tampa. Fl 	 West High School. Wichita, KS 
Morikami Pork elementary School. Delray Beoch. North Chicago Community High School. It 
Ft 	 South Shore Middle School. Sealfle. WA 
Walt Whitman Middle School. Fairfox, VA Azalea Elementary $.:hool, Sf. Petersburg. FL 

These school and distril.."'( level policies vary. Some require uniforms, Ocllel"S require "uniform dress 
codes" (i.e .• navy pants or skirts and white shim of any kind). Still othc:rs just require very specific 
dress codes. Most are mandatory, but some are voluntary. Mos[ follow the key dements ofuniforro . 
policies oudioed in the: Manual em ~/;ho()l Uniforms (1996) distributed by me Education Dc:partment 
at (he request of the President. 

Amcmg (he bendif~ ofschooJ uniforms cited by school pe~onnd. parenrs, and nudents at these 
. schools are: 

• 	 "Unifol'ms calmed (he studems. increased focus and gave {hem a greacer feeling of unity and self­
estec::m"-Sunnyvale. AZ 

• 	 "There is so much difference on .the days when srudents don't have to wear standard 

dn:ss...there's so much difference ill the students' behavior, the teachers hace to See those days 

come... it's like night and day. "-ArJington, TX 


• 	 ObS<:::lv1ng that gang idemi6.<.:ation and the- number of fights have decreased since srudents 

scarred. wearing unitorms, one middle school srueent observed. "last year some of my friends 

would get hurt becauS<" they were dumb enough to wear g-ang colors."'-Arlington, TX 


• 	 "Uniforms add [0 me school's security efforrs-they make jr easier to spot intruders who don't 

bdong in our school or on our grounds"-Se<itde, WA . 


• 	 "Uniforms C<L5e (he srrain on family budgets"-Lawrence, MA 

• 	 "Uniforms pur everyone on a level field. "-San Amonio. TX 

• 	 "Uniorms helped [0 develop a sense of community and family, help foster a sense ofpride and 

excitement a.bout lca.cning. and set a (one ofeducational purpose."'-Delray Beach, FL 


• 	 Uniforms are "very unifYing. they take the pressure offchildren to be different, or exhibit 

extn:me behavior and stand out."-Santa Clarita, CA 


• 	 "The uniforms haY\:: increased students' self...::stcem. parental invoh:ceme:nt:. and academic 

concenrration fOr (he c~ildt~n."-Alexandria. VA 


Given these: posidve b<::nefies, other scbool.s may 500n be adopting uniform poJicies. In faCt, school 
uniforms are pr~('ndy being cou:5idered and debaredin dozens of other schools and school districts 
aaoss the nation. As c:ndorsenlent:~ continue to ring in from school personnel around the counrry, 
~ore schools and disericts will likely consider me issue. 

Research SUpPort 

Unfoltunately. there is vel)" litde research on the effecriveness ofschool unifQrms. The crend. is too 
recent to have any large-scale documented research rc:sults. Some preliminary and sm3Her scale:­
rese:-atch does, however, indicate that uniforms have a positive effecr on the learning environment. 

Perhaps rhe best and most publicized study stems from the Long Beach (CA) Sdlool District's four. 
year aperieno:: with a school uniform policy. The first large school district to require uniforms 
5}"5rem-wide in elementary and middle schools. the district adopted their policy in 1994. Total school 
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crime--induding ilssauJc, fighcing, robbery, and vandalism-fell 76 percent between 1993 and 
1997. Srx::cifically, 

• incidents ofassauJ(s in grades K-8 plunged 85 peroem; 

• weapon.s off(".nses dropped 83 percent; and 

• vandalism was cut in half 

In addition, during (he same three year period. K-8 artendance system-wide reached an all-time high 
of 94 percent. The district docs not attribuce these re.suh:s entirely to uniforms, but they bdiev.:- that 
the drop is more than coincidt'ntal "... 

Another scudy. conductd in 1997. bya high school principal, c.ompared student assessmentS of 
school climate in (WO differen~ high schools~ne with a uniform policy and one without. Studc:ncs 

. at the: school with the uniform poliq rated rheir school more posieivdy than did the students aC rhe 
nOll-uniform school. SigniRc.ant diflerenc.es were fOund in the subscalc:s of teacher-student 
relarionships, $ecurity and maintenance, student behavioral values, parent and commWlity relations. 
A significandy higher number of students in dte uniformed school indicated. chat students, teachers. 
and (.)th~r workers feel sak in cheir school building before and after school. . 

Eva ChUlUl, a researcher with the Districr ofColumbia Public Sdlools, conducted. one ofme few 
existing studies. Her study reponed that'some princip-.us favored school unifOrms because they 
believed "~students we-re- not ateending school b<X.'ause dIcey were ashamed of their do(hing," Indeed, 
Chunn found one: such scudent who reporced that this sh3Jne caused her [0 miss so much scnool that 
she was retained a year. The study, however. did not provide: any co'ncre(c evidence that uniforms 
improved scnool acte:ndance. behavior or academic achievemem. It did reveal thac .. principals fete 
there was .soIn~(hing about students in uniform. especially boys in tiei. char makes mem behave 
better"-a belief share by reacitel'5 and parents. According to che Harvard Education Letter, thac 
belief may provide a clue to what is really going on when students ~ar uniforms. Research into 
psychology suggests that uniforms create a "halo dfi:cr"-in ocher words, no actual change in 
students' attitudes or behavior bur change in the way adults perceive them. Such perceptions are 
known to influence the way reachers crat students, and, Q>llsequendy, th~ way students behave.. 

Finally, a doctoral ®senacion on rhe impacts ofschool wUforms by a University of Howron student 
revealed that "school unifurms apparently hdp (0 decr~ the number of discipline referrals in 
schools where they :.ue used and increase the positive perceptions of leadlers tow.d.rd student behavior 
in their classroom." The: study found (hat in rhe twO middJe 5cilools with uniforms. teachers reporred 
Jess dis\"espect toward dassm.a(es, a decrelUe in the amowu of teacher time necessaty to handle 
diuupcions, and reductions in the amowlt ofstudent cime off-task There was an ovaaII 30 percent 
decl'ea.se in discipline referrals ill me two schools after me implementation of dIe wliforro poiiq. 

Given me lack of ext".aJ1r research, most schools and di$uias are basing dleir ded..sions to implement 
school uniform policies on anecdotal evidence, perceptions. and-perhaps-increascd media 
am:nrion (0 the issue. 

Criticisms 

School unifOrms are not without meir critics. And the: critics are not limited to the s(udenrs who balk 
ar the "unf.a.~bionable·' clothing. Some parents. educators and ochers criticize uniforms for imposing 
conformity and'5tifling individualiry in emerging personalities. Others criticiu uniforms as b~ing 
"cosmeric" approaches to school safe(y-mey look good and IT!ay make small improvernems. buc 
may also cre:He a fahe sense of 5ccurir.y if nor parr ofa larger SC'ho(.)l securiry effoH. In the same vein. 
omer opponents argue chat uniforms don't address {he mot cause: of violent behavior or ocher 
discipline problems and that simply putting a uniform on a child will no( change his/her 
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environrnenr, his(ory and personality. CiviJ liberrarians also object to uniforms, vi~g it as a First 
Amendment free speech issuC'. To date. lower courr:shave generally Jooked kindly Oil school unifnrm 
policies, aldlOugh the: U.S. Supreme Courr has nor ruled on the: l$Sue. 

In generaL however, it appears dlat die trend toward adopting school uniform$-parcicuJarly in 
urhan school districts-wiII likely com:inuc. As Long Beach's Richard VanDed. .aan put it. "We 
realiu char uniforJJ1.s by memsdves are p-an ofa bigger picture. W~ JUSt e.:cpect more from our 
sr:udents. We have higher expectations in dress as well' as behavior and performance.'" 
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Santa Clarjta, California 

Type: Mandatory Uni form Policy at La Mesa. Sierra Vista. and Placa Rita Junior 
High Schools 

Opt-ont: Yes,with parental consent. Students whv opt out must attend fhe single 
unifonn- free s:chool in the district. 

Size of Program: 3 I)ut of the 4 district jUllior high schools 

Implementation Dare: 1996-1991 School Year 

Support' for Disadvantaged StUdents: The School District has a unifonn recycHng program thar nelS 
$5,000 per year, which is given out as $100 "scholarships" to the families of needy students. lbey must 
send in au income verification foml to re.;ejve the scholarship. The srudents may use the scbolarship 
voucher at either the Santa Clarita SchQ<,1 UllifOlnl Store. or the used school unitonn store that Ihe sch()vl 
disnict oveneeS. 

. Motivating Factors foe hnplementatioll: Rochelle Neal. the principal ofLa Mesa Junior Jiigh School, 
wanted to eliminate peer pressure, gang pressure, and intimidation in her school, lower clothing costs for 
parents, and rais~ the children's self-esteem and focus 011 learning. She talked to the Long Beach. CA. 
School district about [heir policies and read [heir crime statistics. which were subsrantially lower after the 
district implemenred its uniform policy. 

Results: Based 011 anecdotal evidence. as well as parent and substitute teacher surveys, the mandatory 
schooluniforro program has been extremely successful. La Mesa Junior High, which openet.l its doors ill 
'96 with the mandatory ulLifo~ll policy. bas a 0% weapons rate and a 97% attendance rate. 80% of its 
students have a C or better GPA, and 50% of its students have a B or better GPA. Substitute teachers are' 
surveyed throughout fhe year abOut their- perceptions of student behavior in schools with uniform policies 
V5. schools withont uniform policies. 98% of those teacbers surveyed (419 teachers) said that the "believe 
that school unifonns contribute to a safe school environment". ~....".", .. ',' '." 'ibisiife~i 
'. . ...,. 1i;[ti.1~:~~~~5~ff: ... '"" ..... ..... ~:.... , ." 

. Finally, Ule safety of the srudents has impl'oved. With school uniforms, 
teachers and administrators know immediately who does and does lIor belong on their campus. This has 
helped reduce gang activity and d11lg trafficking on their campuse:;. 

Alexandria, VA. 

Type: Voluuwy Uniform Policy foe Came-nm Elementary School in Fairfax County_ 

Opt-()U[; The program is voluntary; parents can opt not to buy unifonns at aU. 

Size of Program: One elementary school 

Implementation Date: 1995-1996 School Year 

Support (or Disadvantaged Students; None. since the program is voluntHry. 

Moti"ating Factors for ImplemeOlalion: Since the children in this e]ementary school CUIIlC from a wide 
variety of ethnic and economic backgrounds, un.iforms were seen as a way to equalize me children and 
hllve them focus on learning. nottheir differences . 

. :; " ' , <, 
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. .., . .. Aldlough dIe program is 
strictly volunwy,80 to 95% ofCameron studl!n1.o; wear uniforms. The parents have been more likely to 
become involved witn children in their neighborboods whom they see wearing the Call1eI"OU unifonn, 
because Ihey "aU belong to IDe s8nie community". Cameron Elementary's Principal. Mr. Towry, says that 
if he had known how effective schtX)1 uniforms were 30 years ago, he would bave IISed them then. 

Seattle, WA 

Type: 	 Mandatory Uniform Policy at Soutb Shore Middle School 

Opr-ouc.: 	 Yes. with pal-emal consent. Students who opt OUt must attend another middle 
school in the district. 

Si/;e (rf Program: 	 One middle scbool (900 middle school students) 

Implementatioll Date: 	 1995-1996 School Year 

Support fol' Disadvantaged Studen~: Soudl Shore works with local businesses dlat connibme fiuancial 
support to che uniform program. 

Motivating Factors for Implementation: The primary motivating fa<.:tor fur implementing unifunns at 
South Shore Middle school was safety, according to school officials, The middle school is located on a 
busy intersectioll. in an area with high gang activity. Having the StUdents wear uniforms helps me school 
distinguish "ouesiders" on dleir campus; gang meIllbers. dlug dealers, and omers wbo should.n' e be there. 

Results: Since the unifonn poliCY was implemented. teachers and school administrators have noticed a 
marked improvement in the sntdenrs' attitudes. Also, tlliancy rates and tardles have been reduced. as well 
as incidents of theft. 

HaJifax County> NC 

Type: 	 Mandatory Unifonn Polic;y for the entire school district 

Opt-out: 	 None 

Size of Program: 	 700 elementary, middle, and high school students 

Implementation Date: 	 1998: allelemenlary schools, 1999: all middle schools, 2000: all high schools 

Support for Disadvantaged Studems: Parenes must appeal directly to each school; their requests are 
. handled on a case-by-case basis. So far, only two families have requested 8!!sistaDce. 

MotivatingFactors for Implemenuuion: The Superintendent of the school distrlct. Mr. Willie Gilchrist, 
anellded a National School Board meeting, where he read the Long Beach, CA. Research aDd was 
impressed by the:: sta{istics. He IUId his staff conducred dleir own research into implememing school 
uniforms by contacting Qthe:r schQ()l:$ IUId districts that have unifoml polices. such 8!! Ruffner Middle 
school in Norfolk, VA, and the Char1eston, SC school djstricr. After that. the school board held a series of 
io meetings with parents about the uniforms, andceceived an 81% vote by.the parent'S for the unjforms. ' . 
Other motivating factors cited were fewer discipline problems, Having children focus on learning. and 
building a s¢ose of unity among the children and the community. 

"'c;, . 
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Results: There are no results yet, since the program startSrhis year. However, the school distrkt will be: 
tompi1~ng statistics on the effe<.:tiveness of dIciT uniform policy for the ne:u three years. 

Delray Beach, FL 
) 

Type: Mandatory Uniform Policy at Morikcimi Park Elementary School 

Opt-out: None. Morikami is a magnet schoQI, so when parents apply, the)' are a~are 
(hac there is a uniform requirement. 

Size ofProgram: One elememary school 

Implementation Date: 1998 

Support for Disadvantaged Students: None. since attending the school is optional. 

Motivating FaL~toLS tor Implementation: 
looked at other school eX:lIlll01 

a~'f<ilitilY~ .. h·.e"l6f.ll5(e~n(serise()trpl 
purp0.ie". 

Results: Morikami has 110 results yet. since it is implementing the program this year. 

" ..,' "; '-. ';" '~'~'. ' .. _. 
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Long Beach Unified Sch{)ol District 

Updated 9/4/97 

SCHOOL UNIFORM FACT SHEET 
1. 	 Long Beach Unified School District is the firsflarge urban school dIstrict in the United States to 

require school unifonns 
2. 	 School unifonns are required in kindergarten through grade 8 in 56 elementary schools and 14 

middle schools serving approximately 64,000 students. 
3. Under California law, parents can request an exemption from school unifonns. However, each 

yearfewer than 500 parents (less than 1 percent) request such exemption. 
4. Unifonns enjoy a high level ofcommunity support. In an unofficial surVey January 18, 1994, 

more than 80 percent ofLong Beach Press-Telegram readers who responded said they support 
school unifonns. A 1995 LBUSD survey of parents showed 91 percent agreed that school 
unifonns improve the school environment. . 

5. Financial assistance is;.~vailable to disadvantaged children from indigent families. Privately 
funded--at no taxpayer' expense--Iocal organizations have provided more than $160,000 in 
unifonns to Long Beach children. A key group supporting unifonn donations is Operation School 
Bell, a philanthropy of RickRackers~ an auxiliary of the Assistance League of Long Beach. Other 
major contributors include the Long Beach Education Foundation, Kiwanis Club ofLong Beach, 
Rotary Club of Long Beach, Greater Long Beach Board of Realtors, local churches, physicians 
and teachers plus hundreds of individual donors 

6. Other major school districts requiring school unifonns are Dade County, Florida; Baltimore, 
Maryland; Oakland, California; and Charleston, South Carolina. Many large urb<iI1 school districts 
have one or more schools now requiring unifonns 

7. 	 The unifonn in Long Beach consists ofnavy blue or black shorts, pants, skirts, shorts or jumpers; 
and white shirts or blouses. 

8. Each school selects its own unifonn. The affordable generic unifonns are available from more 
than 40 local retailers and discount stores. 

9. 	 Parents report that three unifonns cost about the same as one pair ofdesigner label jeans. 

For further infonnation, please contact 

Office of Public Infonnation 

1515 Hughes Way • 

Long Beach, CA 90810 

, .,) ~ .(310) 997-~25P .. 	
' ~. ':, " ',"." ":.' ,",' ,:, ' 

'. (' . I·. '; 
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Long Beach Unified School District 

Updated 10/3/97 

" IN SCHOOLS WITH UNIFORMS 

Attendance Hits New High in LBUSD Schools 

Fewer students are playing hooky these days in Long Beach. School absences are down. Attendance at 
Long Beach Unified School District K-8 schools reached an all-time high last year, the third year school 

, unifonns have been required in those same grades. ' . 
\ 

Percent of actual attendance in elementary schools in 1995-96 reached 94.7 percent, the highest point in 
the 17 years the district has been compiling these statisticS. In middle schools, student attendance 
increased to 94.6 percent, also an all-time high. ' . 

When excused absences for illness are added in, student attendance exceeded 99 percent. 

In local high schools, where unifonns were not required, percent of actual attendance was 93.3. percent, 
almost a point above its previous high set in1992, but somewhat below the younger students. ,School 
unifonns are required for ninth graders at the Classical High School at Wilson this fall, but their impact 
on annual student attendance will not be known until next year. 

In 1994-5, the first year of school unifonns, elementary attendance was at 93.7 percent and middle 
schools were at 93.3 percent, levels near where attendance had been for several years. Torrential rains in 

. Southern California that year caused severe flooding, resulting in an unusually high number of 
unexcused absences. Although predicted EI Nino stonns could affect this year's attendance, school 
unifonns continue to contribute to safer, better schools. ' 

., " 
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Percentof Actual Student Attendance' 

Long Beach Unified School District 


G Elementary Middle . High 
School School School 

11980-81 92.6 89.9 91.3II II I 
11981-82 93.2 91.1 90.7II II I 
11982-83 1 93.3 9.0.8I~I I 
11983-841 93.7 92.2·11 93.1

11 I 
11984-85 93.8 I~II 92.5 I 
11985-861 94.1 91.8 92.1 I 

.11986-8711 94.1 91.6I~I I" " 
'11987-8811 93.4 ·I~I 91.0 I 
111988-8911 93.1 11. 90.5 91.~II I

II ' 93.5 91.7 I11989-90 ·I~ 
11990-9111 93.8 II 92.2 90.4·1II 
11991-9211 " 93.7 1~191.0 ,I 

93.8 92.8 92.511992-93 " II II 
93.3 I 92.41993-94 11' 93.8 

1994-95 11 93.7 93.3 90.8II 
1995-96 11 94.5 94.3 91.5 

1 II 

1996-97 11 94.7 93:3I~I 
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Updated 11/22/97 

K-8 School Crime Report Su~mary 


ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL CRIME SUMMARY 

(STUDENT UNIFORMS REQUIRED K-8) 


SCHOOL CRIME 
REDUCED 

1993-94 
Before 

Uniforms 

1994-95 
Uniforms 
Required 

1995-96 
2nd Year with 

Uniforms 

1996-97 
3rd Year with 

Uniforms 
Change 

K-8 Enrollment 57,497 58,376 59,822 62,039 
AssaultlBattery * 319 214 53 47 
Assault with a Deadly 
Weapon * 6 3 16 11 

Fighting 1135 554 653 556 -51% 
Sex Offenses 57 15 5 4 -93% ' 

RobberylExtortion 34 12 13 ' 5 -85% 
Chemical Substances 71 29. 24 20 -72% 
Weapons or Look-alikes 145 78 28 24 -83% 
Dangerous Devices 46 I 23 1 2 -96% 
Vandalism ** 1409 1155 . 127 93 

Total' 3222 2083 920 762 -76% 

* 	 ' The statewide category ofassauIt has been revised because of different interpretations ofwhat 
constitutes assault. Verbal threats without physical contact were sometimes reported as assaults. 

There is also a new, expanded defInition ofassault with a deadly weapon as of 1995-96. Reported 
now is any item that is actually used in an effort to inflict any bodily harm, i.e. a foot, a fIst, a 

pencil or a comb. 
** 	Under the new California Safe Schools Assessment School Crime Report, only vandalism over 

$100 is included. Some prior years' incidents were under $100, so the actual reduction is less than 
this. 

-, ", 

1 of I 	 7/13/983:31 PM 

http://www.lbusd.k12.ca.uslcrime.htm
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elfA 110M: Murray. Richard K •• "The Impact.of Schoot.t.~.t.'.iform&.on SdloOI Cllrr:at(l.· NASSP Bulletin 81. 

593 (December 1997): 106-112.. 

Many eCl,Icators tlrmly be'ie". that schOOl unl10rms 
h8'1019 II positive'aHect on scheol ellmatl!l. ButdOos the 
research back this up? . 

Tn" author. 8 Frinclpal of a tlignaohool In Soutl"! 
Car-;::iina. was .interestedin testing this hypothesis, 
He ""tasChSl, prior to hiG study In the spring of 1998, 
"no true· research had been conductec to determine 
tOe at1eeta at SchOOl uniforms on school climate. 
Despite this laci< of research. schoo! districts acrau . 
ths c:uunlry have implomented .school uniforms 
hopir:g to Impro....e student attend8:'l~, mair.tal" 
stl..loem dI$Ci~:j(Je. ensure student achlevemer.t. 
promote student self-esteem, and enhance school 
climale:" (p. lOS) 

In hi$ study. Murray administered the Nati~na' 
AS$(X:iation of Seconds!'Y School PnnclpaJa' Schcol 

. Climate Survey to 306 aXltl. sevem:n. and eigl'll:h 
gradtilf3 from two sImilar urb.lln middies achoole. One 
school had Q $cnool uniform policy: tho other did /"jot. 
In other ,.,pects-raclal cOmposition and numbers 
of students roceiving fras/reduced price lunch-the 
schoo!$ were alrnost Identical. 80th drew 8tudents 
frorr.. the sama urt:lan area. 

The 3!,;rvey aalT.;nlstered to the•• etcdents incl~d()d 
such statements as: . 

" Srudents UJUJslly t., sa'. in ",. $cnool building_ 

• StudslltlS he,.. ut'lderstlJltdwhy tn,,)' are in ~hi)(JI. 
. ... 

Th. 5!i statements on the survey are divided IntalO . 
• ub$eafes: teacher-student relation6hips: seCurity 
and rrt.;alntenance; administration; atude;'1t academic 
oriftt'l1~ti~n; studf!nt behavioral values; guidanc5; 
$tu:Ji!!'"It-peer relationships; parent snd c;:omm~"lty 
schoci relationships; Instructional managementBI'ld 

sNaent activities. 

What Old the ReMarohe' Find? 

StlJdontsat the $«::hool with the uniform policy (Schoo! 
A) rated theIr sehool climate mora positively than did 
the :i-l;Jdents in the non·unifQrm school (SchoolS). It'! 
nine .). the 10 subscales. students in School A rate!:! 
their ·6chool climate more positively tJlan studentc3 in 
School B. The res~a'cher found that these differences 
'¥&rli :ltGniflean! in Boven of the 8uCscales-teacl'lor· 
student rehdionshipa; security and maintenenc~; 
st\Jdent behavioral values; guidance; parent and 
communlly schoO! re'atlol'l~: instruc!lonal man!ge.­
ment; and student a~viti8$. 

. . 
Students In School A Indicated stronger, more ~05:lti'J9 
re!aUon9hlpl'> with their teachers. SUr""y que&t;')~Ui 
includ8Cf statements $uch as~ Teachers fn this schc.'01 
liJf.e 'I1afr students. Teschsrtl h.lp studanls £0 ;;..~ 
frie"dly and kInd to esCh ",!tar. Teachers treat I/a~h 
sWr:anias ankldivldf..M/. Tee.chersllfllfrJir tostudents.. 
(p. 108) . 

Asked how they 'ett about security and mainte1'!2'!t:'1a 
at u..,», schaol. a. significantly hig/'er number d 
students In School A ,,,ctlcatedthat studenrs. 
,"ctlers. and other workera .feeJ eafe in the bundbg 
belo!'6' and after sehoo!, &ncUhar p8opl~iue.~rtOt. 

• Sludsnr~.Jn r!'J1s SCf700: anr weJ/~!:JtJ"avecl~VB" .afralc:J. to come to school for evening events: ,Such 
:when th. t4lBCrrer. arB not wstch(ng 'hem; (p. , on perceptionsw.,.. found in ttle toralsthoolrespot)1Ilt.$ . 

. and among grade levels. . . '.;.. ...•., 

Su_ripIIOft inqul...... : I!l/'edl...~ Sell....%IS>9 'oil.,. ~OA!I. $ooi• .: UIO.. 0""*'0&, Mtcbl,lllft 48&64.....,.. ....fr\)."t,. CftCOl.l"Wp:d (0 rQ<t 
~ltcp'i.....,,'~dtx:_..m""""'M••f ~ibl.(CQI_"1>U<' 1QQ.I1.,....t:1). S:"Ih&lutJJ" ......__ twicf. W~\... ltIt .._ullC'l ... rh",. 
" ••e .~P"CI co .1...... f,l...ncs ra,..........~;..... ~...........,.. *MO.. vk\t.....itjr ... ~~. Finall)'. ttI4 ....._ "*p""'lIiIrd PIc "Ic_of.b. 
1I>.i>:.nnn .14"'''''' a .. " srCecli_ s..:.-..b.1Id hI "0 .....y CV\')' \IK .t>dotKme!1f or _~u".na ortlMl .....~...1rue..-chers. 1>140..., (5 17) )4~ 
a&t 1 • Fu: ($ 17) }o'9·8852 • IJltp:fl_...rrtCt;"ed!oolf.CDnI - C4p:y,••ht \ 'M!7 to:r £ff«II"".. SdI_I~Prod..cu. 1&4. All "aIM teMl'led. 

http:SdI_I~Prod..cu
http:Sludsnr~.Jn
http:Schoot.t.~.t.'.iform&.on
http:Impact.of
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feSpOnSea of 8lUden~a 'nSchoof:!' on :tno'" the other hand, "did not compare well against the 

scala of guid4i1c;1) W~tfG algnlflCllntly hlgh.rthan'"·r\ationa~ norma, \\11th lottler'mean score. in all 10 

$8 In School S. This sub,cal. Inc;'uded '&uch "aublea'os'."' (p. 1DB)' , 

LementsBs: Tel1~s",ofcoun'61orshQ'psf1l<l.otj , ; , 

I, person.' probfems~ S:'oldlmt. In t./Ji~'achoorc.1n ' What,Ar. POlSlbt.drnpltc.Uona 

! help .nd ad.,;r;t, from rsachetS or colilt$elolw; for SchooHmprovlment1 
tlch.,. o;'"couf'stJloNl e~f:ou'.(J••tud_fU.s'o think ' 

cur theIr Ic.r:t,:,sr•. T8IJel'.e!':s and cr:u.,ulora ttttip Tn. adcp.ton of ,achool, Llnlf,!nna ~I5S lono:' biten" 

::1onts plan fr:J,. t:JtUNJ CI.'!J(J5 and for future Jobs. " edvocatea by 10f'NJ ~oo& admlniitr.tOI'l 1111 an.. , 

109), ' , " " of1,8Qti~ ~••na o~'lTIpr~g ,lCh~ cll(natfl and'" 

student beba\fior, end ,th.:,tlndlngs of #lie studY 
udants ',n SchOGt A ./st) had elgf'\ifiQ'lntlr h(gher would ...m to give crecM~ ttl1hf.. A~in" to 
linge on the. "u~$c.le relaled to Ir.'truetlena' the researcher. It Is1tie flrstatudyto find 8 telationstllp 
!.t'legem8nt. whICh Inc:I'..:ded auoh tfrM.'~'as' tl~· betw><een IICthocA cJima... and,~1 uniform•. (p. 110) 
fici6ncy a.nd .tfocUV8n$~ of teacher ctatoreorn"School uniforma hD"'. a significant Jm~act on school . 
gllnizetlon anct t'1. U$8 ef clas.room tJrrMI. 

c;hO¢I 9 did have 4 hi~h~r mean than ScnooLA iaf 
~mlnls\tati.on. "'This section contained que,tionl 
ulsned (.0 produce reepona., concernlng, the, 
egree to which scho:ll administrate"', at. streeti've 
I e~,"munieatins with ,Uii_renl roJ6 grolJpa:a:"'ltlln 
etting high p(l~ormllne& e~pticlation. fer trio 
~~ensr$ anci &~udGnta. Aithcugh $ct\ootB had'the 
.ig!':.er mea", results wtne not SIgnificant: (p. 108) 
'here wtre no $Ignlfical\t diHeronce~ baM.ar: 'the 

'/Ii.:. SChOO;; h $~!J:1enl acedemlc orientation lind 
it....dent·peer nllationstllp,. 

rO() r-il!Jesrct'er eJlso eol'nparect the $llrvey responses 
:;,1 th~ 8tudar:t~ In the two "~hool. to "....tional ['Ion:nf.' 
'Vlh£ln c::mlrOSied with "o!'1tjonaJ norma, ,$ehO¢l A 
(.;otr:pared rathtH closely, ~Jlth higner fl'\Gan aeor~!l.ln 
(he leaehe('3Yud~nl r.lalionshlpaand· guidance 
subs·:ale$ and an Identl;al acor. 11'1 the student 
behaVioral V8:U"~ subsea:e," (p, '08) SChOOl B~ Oil 

clim4ltlll and ,ehvol,cUmat. -has been shown toO be 
related 'to 5tudcnl .achlaveme!nt. liB woll as hew 
.tudenta behave and f8.1 about themtOlvee, their 
&choel. and othsr IndlvkJuala.· (p. 110) ", 

Admfnlstrator. cOMIC.ring 'mplerr.eriUltionof s~hool 
ui"I1orms,will fi7'ld ,thl. ,stlJdy con18in, the dllte. tho)' 
ni\od to convlftce others, And aCimi:-\litratorswho 
hay. cpposoCi school unlf~rm8 may well reeor,sld9r 
thelr JJts.ndlng er,er laarnlng about tM !l:ldlngs ;n lhl$ 
study. . 

SChoOl uniforms ·wlll not .OIV6 all problems 
assQciated .w!'U1.tO~y'8 ,.ch~ol•. H~'i'fe...or" Gehool 
cinltcnns now appear t.o have benefIts, 8VC~ as 
Improving &tlJd6~tS' percoptlon. of $chQol climate.'" 
(P. 111) Adrr.lnittrator.' concerned with tho 
imprOv6mont of school ellmat. would do wen I.:> pay, 
hood to thlar6search. 

- K,n. O'Neill 

http:aeor~!l.ln
http:mlnls\tati.on
http:t./Ji~'achoorc.1n
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The Impact of SchoolUni(onns on· 
School Clin1ale 
By Rkhard K. IItuJl11l'. R es~h .c;bo'lli";i: t"~t SlU­

. dents' put'iil/yc ~ar:tk'lJ\S to 

Idloot mar increase lhciI 
clwlces 01 IUlo1ng in /ilChool, 1'14 

developing :.I l"sti~ .:urunir.mellt 'I) 
. k..1rning. md of \1!Iifl'l! tne !Khooi !ie~­

ling to their adYanUl~ ~in and 
McPard~lld, 1918), Rt-se:IJCh OlP.! :lW 
~'Il ,,::ho04 and d.asnoom climalE 

to be rel:lted to 1!>1lJdene e.chiev>emenl 
liS wetl 3S hat\.' S1lJden~ belloil\'~ 1nd 

:;;" ft'e! about l!,cmseh'e!, their ~', 
....J 2 - and oOt.e. indi\'idIl1ll!; (AntJer.;on and 
'1).... ' W').. ~.'.1lbel:& '~"l ~,Wla.n~rg, andt-- H:aI'!IUJ, 1981; r\n.tenon, 1982: 
~ . ' ~ Cb..vel~ 19&': CQ~,M;aIvetti.lIDd 
~ \1C'"Us:ln. 1',)85; Bbushan, 1986; FnM:l: 

_ 1996; 33k!t:1l1, ,98(}). 

In ;ldrJItlorl,tbe df~ .sdl(lOls
.,",­

.~ 1C5!.':11.,cn !las identified " postll\'e 

-....j ....iJOO!; <:!iJ:n;;lte ;is a ~Clerl~ic of 
~;}n ef)ecu.-e school tE'dmlmd5 'lIJl(\ 

'~ ~ Flt.dcrick...;on, 19'76; AUStin, 197~i 
g~ C~ Edm{md.'!.~ 1979: Rutl>er et al.. 1979: 
-:OJ 
-:'1 
'.i:!-:-1 
':;:::l
-:-1 

-:;:::l 
"j' 

r ­
-; 

Ci)
-:J\ . 

-:J\ l'
,-j 

r., r ' ­
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'''I1-­
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Squtrd, 1981; 8findl, 1992: fl}'IllleJ 

('1 ;a)" 1984; ~It:h anJ C'.rCld. (991) 
finally, th~ is C\"dena: ,~ da.<;s­
loom' and ,~ooot climate ntn he 

must en.oure :I s.Ue, order'y, lind fOS' 
j!jl'e ilChool c!imale, As shown 

lfuolJgh re;:,e3ocl. in .<;pring 1996, 
school uniform,!; h;.\ve a slgniflClnr 
:.md positi-re e6ed. on school dim.;lIt. 

Sthoot Uniforms 
Prior t~ tnu Slud)" no IIUe researdi 
~4 been oondt.IC1ed 10 detr:f~nme 

1hr. effecl'i of 1Chool UnifIXm."i on 

,\COOo1 (limite, Despile this la.ck of 
ff5e'Jl'('h, Khool dislliclS !Cl'Os.5 the 
COUIIU')' hPe inlPteuented s(;0001 
umfonns hopil'lS to improve :!Nd.£nt. 

Ittendan~"t'. mailHain stude'nf di!;d­

p11.r!ot', eJ\Su~' sNdenl :,u:hle"~ 
promote .'it\ldety self-ateem. and 
enhance 5coool climale lM.aieSiic. 
1991; Ste\"mSOO and ChUM, 1991; 

,L.pflinl, Holloman. and A1I~ym, 
'99l> Vilgil'lla ~ IJepa."tlneRt <>f 
E<jUt'lltio-n, 1992; '. Woods and 
Ogletree, 1992,}, ~I~ ~ of 

IN\: rf'5<1:.'''fch, man)' edlluton 

believe school IJnifonn'! mal' have 
po:sJiliV!! bene.tlts. puCic.ubrly kn 
.!4"ho1ol dim;tl'l'_ (~tcv~ns:on .lnI1 

GhLInn. 19')1; J.ard'lQw. lW2). 

ch:lI'1~..d t,')r Iht'" p('r.,;(;\'~~ (A""k~. 
\\"iIlhot:[s,. atld Welsh., 19C19; ft:l5er. Results 

To dctermilll; tl&: dftXiS of unifunns198(.). 
<lit tdloo! cjlI'ftlte, ;l ~ ,",,'J.." !7Jfl.'J¥.rall'e ~c.hi.J\J~ tuvc ~e\'era1 
~..::tl.1.I ;Untn~ f .... rl.tJlt, "'lltlol i\1l1d1:'.n1~ !6111ibr d'lllr::Klt"lhrb.. of I,'hich :il 

in the Curbtoo (S.O 0.'lI.1n\y 5duol
po.<itive .schOC'I dimillt'. i~ one....., lhe 

IJiSlria During Ilte ~ 01 1996,
tri.~~1dnall~dtl" al adrniJ1I::)'tnlIM -

·iiif,:;;idi."H~;iW1'~'iVi~ifiHi'0( H~.M~ii If,gh .sawl in £ipl{hos!et S. ,;i,~.im';;ay 
;:onlipi/e me diQfOClllE' \lf1 eft. Jmemet IIC (~@_tCI!ID, ", II r!;'" f? .~ " ! I p t7'r") 

NA.<;SP·s Comprehensive ~J1. 
04 School ElIII'iroruoenrs (CAS!)Strool 
rlirnate Survey was .3dmin1~ 10 

;06 '.~, SP.\>"e1lll\ and Ogbdl .grade 
swtknr:s [rom fI.O'Q SUnIiu mjddle 

schook! IJ.~ c<:lnll'Mting \~:s on 

toclJooll.lnifonm lhe I\nt. group d!i1n­
dt.'fIt~ (tl- 1~;) ""~IS mndolriy ~ 
from School A. an lidTm mD:1h! sdlool 
"''IIh :t school W'IiIO:m1 pol.ic)~ !he ... 

: 'ond !fI'Ol!Il of ~ (11 " 15." "'a\ 

randoml.' .s:.unpbJ from Sc'tlcd S, an 
ufbao nlil::lr.1ll!· 5clIcd Mtlout II 5t:hool 
Ynbm policy. The lWO ~ WfK 

alm<lQ idciaticaI in nciaJ COtlIp(llIilion. 
IIt..(-, ~ and rrum.bt:rs r:J 
studc:n!$ remving fl'el'!lreduced price 
,lunch; they drew sruden!! ftoo\ the 

aame urtJan area 
5turlent.~ lTom hatll middle 

5C~ Wffe ",,"eo die HA..t;SP Schon! 
Oimate ~n'e'r' UI"Ider similar ccodi· 
tions. -The Schovl Cilmall: SUrvey, 

which indudes 5; :iDfCRlentli dividnJ 
i11IQ 10 suhst3le.;, is de$1fn«t (0 .suI­
yty sllldcnl fX"fCeptiuB's of school d.. 

'lAldt . (
l"iIIIIrMaJ HlrrllllIaIa _ 

'l"t:lrbP.r.st.dJ:ni filIbdJ_ 

!iKtJ"·lClIIlllilairlr.r 
AdmiDii:>nlloll 
SllJdttu~O~ 

SN4ml~r~~ 

~ 
SP.IUlI,i'l!:l' Ri'lUIllttips 
,..lid C'Awl:mIIli~ 
Scholllt~ 

lIsIrot:tioo. ~I 
~.\tIiIIi18 

" 

__ In.lttll 

male. ~mpiescl stl.temenu fro~ . ~ 
IIJe survey indudc· . 

• Srudel'lt5 u5<u.a11y fee.lsaCe in me 

l!chool build!nS. 


• SludellU ht'fe undenlaod why 

they ""l!' iA fdtool . 

~ StUdell1.1l in d1,b Khool an: "'ell· 
b:luved t!''U\ whm lhe ~'Idlen 


'are flOI. wak'hm, lhcm. 


""hen rompIeting ~he sul'\'ey • 
~Ndc:nt:l ..'eft uked k> R!'aCt II> urn 

. SLMemel\l WiIb what tIl!:r belie\"Cd 
waukJ be ttlle response oJ DlO!Il ~ 

pie In the achooI a.muminily. 
N, ~i1 iA "fab!.! 1, ~t dB­

t'efema beIwrcrI ~ 1CIipOOSI'.5 

WJe fouod ill 7 01 dlrr 10 sublital=i. 
In 9 of to ~'3k:;. tll.ldeMl in 

SdIccl A (the ~ "til the urU­
(c.mn poUcy) nted Ibe:if xfIoo) ca. 
mile I"IIC'A'e p:lIIid\.1lIy dt:m sl\.ldene:; in 
School 8 (lhe nan-unlM1m ~:hlJOl). 
$qjnjI'..:.ru ~ wltkh lq>~. 

.stnted '& more.pOllii'ci't;e, I~ 
among $lUdc.nll! in ScbQd It., were 

. 
o.talrolB kbooll and sm.t • 

~ MIIIuI:tw l~ ..-td111D !IdiIIoI! ~B 
1# g) II SI1 /II ,_,!iJ_ 

i9J 1.' tOJ 7.S 38" U 
16.; i, 10.6 U 18.9 t6 
3&., -i.e 18.7 4J IU •.9 
13.~ !J 13.1 5.' IlJI J.8 
1,(, 1.6 7.6 u. 1.0 l,II 

15.1 .\..1 l~.' :U lH ~.7 

B.7 ILl! 1.J UJU ,\' 
11.9 l.I 1J..6 2.8 U.t II 
,.,1 U ~t U 'lU 5.8 
\tJ :U I'U l..r U.; ).i 

...-.~~. 

http:StUdell1.1l
http:i\1l1d1:'.n1
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W fOU:ld ill the fol~ing ,5Ubscales: U;dOt1S an! dl&til'-e in ('CIlUnUnical' 
;lj 

teacher-saudcru ~MioflS~p$, scaJri­ illg \lo'itb c:W1erent role ~ru~ ,mi IDZr 

il.. <y lind ,rI,linU!naf'll:r, SltJdmI bch;tv­ SI!~ hi«h p<.rfomwu::e expccl3' 


ion! ...~~ guid:l.N.:e, plUcnt end tiom. lor the reachers ~t.I ~Ndems. 

commUllitY.scboo, ....1ions" wtrlJl..... Although ~ n had thf' higber 

liOfl.:iI managemt'nf, 2I'l:d S'I."~~nt man, resulls 'Were noc 5ignificant. 


acrivil ie1!. Siplkfw.tnl diffmnoce,s ....'ere Middle In'el !Students in School 

rwt to-.Ild 3n1D!\g s~e~' 1-el!lp(..'tI:SleS A !lad tl signif'on1l\' hit,ther mean 

in the art"aS 01 llrimini.stntioll, St\I" Ihan Ruden!! il\ s.::llooI 8 on tb~ 


~ academic criOllaUOJl. ,nd ~ secwily lJm.! nlIlinI~c !l'UIb.ioca.Ie, 
denl-peer IBltdon.ships, When a....<ked about tlre f~ling of 

."-5 is evidem In T...r.1e I, S<'hool security at school, 5W<ieuts III Sdt0c4· ,• A b2d hi#w.T mGl 1\.<' in 9 .:>f the 1 t) A had;a Jigniflant:ly higher feellns of
l 
~ lhal\ S(hoot 8, ~1UCh bw seL1J,ity Ib3n student! at Sdlool 9. 

, ~ . IIhiXber mean onty in !he adminls-­ Signific:ance .'Was founll in loca' 
1 


tr.a.1I<ltl s\l~c.de. 1;('he,ncOTll",!>1ed sChool 1e$p01W".!i MId amoog gnde 

'I') 
· ~ with national noruu, Schclol A oom-­ I~'ds for que5tlioo$ sud!. as Ih~ 101­

;]) ! 
...J ".red I'1lther clmety. with hVgher ."",-tng: "1)0 swcletlt$ l.I.51Ia1Iy leel 

iI' rndn scores In che reachE"'HllJdem ~ in Ihe st:bool buad.irl(!?· "Do 
W 

reliltioo:lhi ps and g,Jidancesub­ tea('O(nI .and otfK:t ,\\'Onte1S hi:ellillft' 
~C<ilc:. and an i£Ienlkl!f score ill me 'in lht ooikJing before, and aiM:I 


IE 
srudem beh:nior.d val'JeS ~:ale. sdmol?~ MAIx people ...fuUd tJJ Wrflll' 


J l)ifh,'U!llO!S In mean'ICnres befqoeen lOlif:!.x>I for meetins'l ;rod propum 

... 'l tftf:: 5ch.ool A rod national nouns in the t.1\:ewng?" 
( 

~ £rOOI O.} 105.9. III ~Iw 1>I.tx:;.ca~ mtiUed le"Achef­

8, Scl:!<;Jo\ R did nol compare w-elt litl..ldenr reWioRshlpS., .'il~f\t.~ (Win 
n agalrlst the naJioml 1101TlI\o, ~·ith· SchoU A ~tl!d lh:iJ lIIChool dimal'(" 

km'c mean .$(~' in aU' 11) RJ~ ,l.gnifiamtly hlgbcr than ,~ents 
[,I 
,-t 
.j)' soles, Diffest'1Jf:f'f> betwEen School S' from Scboo! n when responding- 10 

r·j me~ns :lnd IDe- nallon:al OOIiJIS Rareue11l., rdal.iot Ii) the €flally of
.-:J:J 
('1 rUJ8i!d ~'<."ef\ 0.6 llnli ".f.. Ihe Inlerpenonal :md prdeJSional
'..0 
'~'I 
.~ relatio~hips belwe6'i tea.(bcq ard 
';'1 Summary of Resulh stIldenu. Middle lot'"..,.1 s~r.:s in 

IL~ 51;J.tt'U !:lI..Iwr. studt·,.L:I, il\ SdlUt~ :"hooI A 'r34eQO UllCir ,.;0001 d~ 
.:!iJ " f3\t':d their :!dIool dimllie (!.$ m£ft - ~nirJCaQtty h;gfl~ 9r'h~ Je:>p004q 
"j' 

posIU\,\" in 9 0' "0 .~b~ co 5tatemel\l3 such as dlek~ilW 
r-­
,-t 	 AdmWDtr~ Irm v.~,n. \hf" only SliU. '"T':-.4chet::i '1'1, mise KhllOl tile!': Ihr.ll' sm· 

,sr-dle with diHering fesu\IS·. (lfI Ihj~ deAlS"; "Tfaf.hf'ffi l~ 5Nden~ to be
·:0 
.:;n ;,.' 	 subs(:ah! School B Ind.a more pOI!'I· fDem:By and Cnd'!O t!3Cb o!he-f';
.:;n ::Il 
,-t 	 dv<t: mran ~aT'l Schoul A, n~i~ ~oc· "Tea(.h.I:::~ Cl"C:.I't e'dch student n 11(\ 

";it; rion 'COfIt.titled q\~<im dc:.;.ignc:d irodivl.du.ll'; iMd "Te:arhclS 3fe taM (0
,-tZJ
,.." 	 lOprodu~ ,~ponl:e! Cf>n('em~ .q.udems: Their re.~.~ indialled.
I..... 
•:!iJ • 	 !.he ~ to which v.ilnol :.Idl.llifll:,;· ltrrm~r rt>lariorn;hip!i :a.nd a ror.i~. 

Rttt,elll*'
positive owool< on rhe ill flOl1lIm from d~ 'iIUdrml..peet sela.IiorIsIlip& 
leacneh't1..tdent relal.ion:ibip. ~*. 

AlIhQU{:h .$tudents in School A SIl.1dems in ~ A llliit ~ 
I1IiIId a m<m! poslh-e l't'EPlMe in the ;;and, higber n:sponM.>..) to st'alt'ml::ntll 

3Uhw:3lr GD ~nr. ~c::ad.emk:, f)rieft- lD!he paNfil and OJmDlUnity«:hoi 

titian. their di8ere~ in .'IOOIe5 '\\'35 rdalionsbip su~ AlIholJlb ~ 
ntlt signlftclnt rte<p.lndinl to S4aI:e- ii.iic:ance Was not found in Ihe iniliaJ 
Ilxnt:i .su.::h as \hr!;r:' uSWdems here 1nlI1}'$is d '''Jrianc::e, ~ was 
\J~lSland wily they are in Jd'lool"j fQurid in a twfJ"way iAlenM:tian with 

"Srur:ltents '\vort: hard to ~ a:x and gJDde. Thw. .5tU~ in 
!heir u.si.gnmenr$", and "SDl<knts in . sd'Ioo1 A awl a ~~ oue­
this sdlor.Il have fun buI abo ""olic blk OR .Ile alD!.IWII iInd qUdky 01 
h:ud on !heir .wdies"i re5p<lIIderus involvcm::nt of ~ and olhr:, 
j>l'O'I'ldtd no sigJllf'lant. dJI'ferenC'e oommuni.y m.e.mbeJS in the school. 

ImOIllt fe$fOme3 from 5t\.l.lt~:nu in SIUdeds ms..:hooI A hatI slinlfi. 
SdJooI A and ~l B andy ~ f'3lines of ~cbool eli-

In ilie .5I..Ib!!cale S'WdenI bwv- mile a:.s reb'cd co lm~ 1TWl. 
lor.al ".. lues., ~ frum Sdloo! A ~t than ti'o!!e in 5c.hoo1 8 . 
hid a 3ignlk.Andy hlghtt I't"lIpomt! Signif1cl.n<:e W2S found in two 

th::In 61Udents in School B anv:.mg »U\."a of variation including ..moo 
pdef Pe:5p<lfl.IIe8. means ,as~ gen.1et. Hen«, .f.l.Idmt.~ 

MidI:Ie ~ srudtetrr.s in School In School Alwid a hillier ~Iing 01 d1e ' 
1\ wSJl'OCCk'd sisruficrmd,. hig1lP.1 dIIU'I dfldency and eifeai¥er\{',ss of 
swdenn in SctK.d H in the sublate teacher dI.aoom ~ and 

, guld:mt~. ,~lgo(lk:a.11CL 1I,"lS ~'Od if} . me UR of dawoom fime when 
total ~I, gude ~ lUU ~ndet. ~ to ,~P.':'llI& such as tlw 

In the guidance <Imcruion, etudenu ' following: "1lIetc is ~ cIcu ,!;f1 of 
bam St::tooI A ~ded signlIkant- NIes for .'ltUdenI$ to foIow in this 
Iy mrue pusiIA'd,. than I>\'IJdrms from ~. aDd "OUUide iMemIpIlOII3 of 
~hool 8 (0 stJ.te!l1CJ'llll such U: the ~ aR: ~;' 

"'JeadJe'tS or ~nse'ors. help 1I1lJ. Al~. Jirudrftu 1ft Sdn:II A 
dents with personal probiems"; hatl a lJIote poPlRift ~ mea" 
KStIJdenr., in thi~ ~r:hnoul on gd belp !l(1X~ In die subsote. srudem a(1ivi. 

3.00 ad\'icc fmm teacb':r.:! f;# cQW\- flr.J, !tIetl'. WII$ no" 5igoi.6t:.:m1 WIkr. 
, sebs", , 'T("3('betlI or C'WI'Iselots Mte. 1bere WoU Jignlfiout«:I'!. 11O'WCV­
. el"lCOUnl~' ~lIIlc::rLs to think 1001l( es. In'~ ~\'UI the lieI.e5 

their fuIl1re'; and "TeacheR 3f\d wlx'n tt'~W SllMemenu m.. 
t1>llnSelors help MtlKkwpbn '01' ed to opportunities tOt and ar:tual 
fuNre dL'\lie"i;wl r~» future jftll$.' puUdpacioA of SfUdenta· in 6ChOOI­

Although • ..rudenll' from Scbooj ~ lll:tNiUes_ 

A had more {'O:!ilA't'i'es~ man In additkll:. IQ .me ~'$1S ot 
sru.deolllS rrom smool 9, then: ~'&J no varilnre, I DII,d).- €If ronclatiOO$Wll5 

s~gnlfkanc dilf"w.uce fO!lnd tn ~ condul1ed that \iekWd manv slmlt 
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The Leader in Sehool Uniforms® 

FACTS & FIGURES 

Lone Beach Unified School District 

* Mandated a Schoo] Uniform Policy for the 1994 ..95 School Year . 

. K-8 School Suspension SUJ!!!!!!rY 

§£~ool Level 199)..94 1994-95 . Change % 
EleruenJ.aQ· 3183 2278 ·901 ·28% 
Middle School 2813 1814 -999 .. -36% 
Combined Elemental')' and Middle Schools 5996 4096 ~1904 -32% 
Higb School 3842 3488 

" 

-354 -9% 

K -8 School Crime Report Sunmi3,Q' 

Crime Catego!y 
AS$8.u1t aDd Bartel)' 

J993-94 
319 

1994--9j 
212­

~. 
·107 

% 
-34% 

Assault with a Deadly W capon 6 3 -3 ·509b 
Fighting 1135 554 -581 -~l% 
Sex Offenses 57 U -42 ·.74% 
RobbeI)' 29 10 -19 -65% 
Extortion S 2 ·3 -60% 
Chemi(;al Sub)ta1lces 71 22 -49 -69% 
We&pom or LQok-a-likes 165 78 -87 *52% 
Vandalism. 1409 lU5 -254 -18% 
~~~ 46 23 -23 -50% 

TobJ . 3242 2074 -1168 -36% 
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The President's 
Anti-Gang and Youth 
Violence Stra tegy 

As I begin my second tenn as President, the 
next stage in our fight mJ.lst center on 

keeping our children safe and attacking the 
scourge of juvenile crime and gangs. I want 
every police officer, prosecutor, and citizen 
in America working together to keep our 

young people safe and young criminals off 
the streets. This should be America's top 

priority in the fight for law and order over 
the next four years. I pledge it will be mine. 

- President Clinton 
January 11, 1997 
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